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SCHEDULE. 


Despatches  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington, 

Governor  of  Ceylon. 


No.  in 

Sffiai.      Date. 

No.  of 
DMpalcb. 

SUBJBCT. 

1841. 
1      eJmie 

10      FINANCE  :— 

Page 

Report  on  the  Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  the  Colony — increase 
and  decrease 5 

Circular  to  Government  Officers  to  enforce  economy,  enclosed — 
Paper  Money  and  Notes  in  circulation  •         •         .         .       1 

2  8  July  47      CURRENCY  RETURNS  to  Slst  May,  1841  :— 

[Comparative  quantities  of  Notes — 
No.  3.  <     in  Colonial  Treasury,  and  )  at  corresponding  dates  in 

[    in  circulation  .         .  J     1844,  1845,  and  1846  .     13 

^     f,  /  Cash  Balances  in  Cutcheries  31/5/47  •         •         .13 

^^-  ^-  1  Amount  available 13 

Observations  on  fluctuation  of  issue         •  •  .11 

Private  Bank  Notes — ^in  credit      .         .         .         .         ,         .11 

Capital  of  Banks — insufficient 11 

Circulation  of,  must  be  controlled  .         .         .         .         .         .12 

Rupee — valuation  at  2f.  .         •       I     -n         _*      ^ 

Government  Accounts  in  English  Money  /  "^^^  ^""^"^  "  ^"^         '     ^^ 

3  13  Sept.  CIVIL  SERVICE  :— 

(Confidential.)  Confidential  Report  on 14* 

4  11  Nov.       158      FINANCE:— 

Report  on  the  former  financial  difficulties  of  the  Colony,  and  its 

present  condition  in  regard  to  its  Paper  circulation,  and  general 

monetary  affairs       .         .         •         .         .         .         •         .17 

Enclosure  1. — Statement  of  monetary  condition  of  Ceylon, 

from  commencement  of  British  occupation  to  present  time. 

[  Vide  detailed  Index  of  this  at  page  21.]        •         .         .22 

Enclosure  2. — State  of  Government  Paper  Currency,  from 

1st  September^  1844  to  31st  August,  1847     .         .         .31 
Enclosure  3. — Monthly  Returns  of  Cash  Balance       •         .     23 

5  13  Dec.       175      ORDINANCES:— 

Encloses  Ordinance  No.  9,  regulating  Customs  Duties  on  Imports 
and  Exports,  and  containing  observations  on  modification  of  the 
Tariff  ;•  on  the  position  of  the  Cinnamon  and  Tobacco  Trade 
and  Coffee  Cultivations ;  the  proposed  introduction  of  a  Land 
Tax ;  and  of  Duties  on  Fire  Arms,  Carriages,  Wines,  &c.  .  33 
1848. 
6]  ^10  Jan.  8  '  Encloses  Ordinance  No.  13,  to  regulate  the  possession  of  I^re 

Armt .40 

7  15  Jan*  18  With  Ordinance  No.  14,  to  provide  for  the  Supplemental  Con- 

tingent Charges  of  1847 .43 

8  4  Feb.  34  With  Supply  Ordinance,  No.  15,  for  the  Year  1848  .         .         .     53 

9  9  Feb.  36  Enclosing  Ordinance  No.  2,  of  1848,  *<  to  Repeal  the  existing 

Stamp  Duties^  and  to  impose  certain  other  Duties  in  lieu 

thereof" 69 

Tables  of  the  old  and  new  Stamp  Duties  submitted   .         .         .73 

10    11  Feb.         40      FINANCE:— 

Application  of  Council  for  relief  from  the  annual  charge  of 
24,000/.  for  the  Military  Contribution  to  the  Queen's  Chest    •     92 

Digitized  by  VjjOOQIC 


IV 


SCHEDULE. 


No.  in 
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11 


14 
15 


Date. 

1848. 
7  March 


Ko.of 
Despatch. 

52 


12  14  April    80 


13   3  May 


5  May 

6  Mav 


16   6  May 


17  14  Jan. 


88 

90 
91 

92 

24 


(Memorandum.) 


18  9  July 

19  12  July 

20  9  Aug. 

21  10  Aug. 

22  14  Aug. 


126 


131 


141 


142 


143 


23  14  Aug.   144 


24  14  Aug. 

25  15  Aug. 

26  15  Aug. 


145 


146 


147 


27  15  Aug. 

28  15  Aug. 


149 


151 


SUBJECT.  Page 

ORDINANCES  :— 

Sends  Ordinance  No.  3,  1848,  "  for  the  Registration  of  Carriages 
and  Boats "   •         •         •         •  •         •         •         •     94 

FINANCE  :— 

Decrease  in  the  Revenue ;  question  of  raising  Loan :  Plans  of  the 

Colonial  Secretary  and  Acting  Auditor-General,  thereon  •         «     99 
Customs  Receipts  have  diminished          .         •         •         •         .100 
Statement  of  Dehts  and  Credits  of  Colony,  1st  January,  1847 — 
1848 107 

ORDINANCES  :— 

With  Ordinance  No.  5,  1848,  for  Registration  and  Licensing  of 
Traders 107 

Ordinance  No.  7>  1848,  for  registering  Palanqueen  and  other 
Carriages  let  to  hire         •         •         •         •         .         •         .110 

Road  Ordinance,  No.  8  of  1848 — for  formation  and  improvement 
of  Island  communications,  enclosed,  with  observations  on  its 
nature.         •  •         .  •         •  •         •         •         .113 

Dog  Ordinance,  No.  9  of  1848 — requiring  owners  of  Dogs  to  take 
out  Licenses  ••••••.••  133 

FINANCE:- 

Land  Fund  recommended  to  be  kept  distinct  from  the  ordinary 
Revenue        ••.••••••   135 

KANDIAN  INSURRECTION:— 

Tumultuous  assemblage  of  the  People  reported.  A  native  Pre- 
tender to  the  Throne  of  Kandy  has  again  appeared*         •         .   135 

Tranquillity  restored.     Sir  Emerson  Tennent's  Address  to  the 
People  enclosed      ••••••••   144 

Dismissal  of  five  of  the  principal  Headmen      •  •         •         .145 

The  Pretender  and  his  followers  in  open  rebellion     .  .  .148 

Misconceptions  with  regard  to  the  new  Ordinances.     Sir  E.  Ten* 

nent's  journey  with  view  of    disabusing  the  people's  mind. 

Colombo  Observer. — Letter  of  Editor  •         .         •         •         .149 

Narrative  of  Sir  J.  E.  Teimeut  s  journey  into  the  interior  to  listen 
to  the  Natives'  complaints  ..••••  159 

Narrative  of  events  .....••.  168 
The  pretended  King.     He   was   connected  with  and  tried   for 

attempted  Rebellion  of  1843 168 

The  Priests  implicated         •  •  •  •  «  •  .   168 

Burnings  and  destruction  of  Property  in  Towns  of  Matelle  and 

Kurnegalle    .  •         • 169 

Martial  Law  proclaimed       •         •         •         .         .         •  .170 

Sir  H.  Maddock's  assistance  referred  to  •         •         •         •         .175 

'^-*' { K'sT^r ■  :    :    :    :    :    :!l? 

Aratchies,  j 

Headmen,  >  Evidently  the  instigators 187 

Priests,       J 

Malabar  Pretender  of  1843,  now  in  prison  •  •  •  .187 
Ceremony  of  Installation — Memorandum  of     .  •         •  .   188 

Various  rebel  Proclamations  enclosed      •  •         •        *•         .188 

Effect  of  the  Insurrection  on  the  Coolie  *  Labourers  on  Coffee 

Estates  .         .         .    ^ 191 

They  have  acted  with  great  courage  on  some  of  the  Estates    192 
Measures  taken  for  dispelling  their  fears,  &c.  •         .192 

Addresses  expressive  of  satisfaction  at  vigorous  measures  of  the 
Government — from  the — 

Roman  Catholic  Bishop,  and  Clergy      •         •         •         •   193 
The  Chamber  of  Commerce,  &c. .         •         .         .         •   193 

Chamber  of  Commerce —Memorial  against  certain  Taxes,  and 
soliciting — 

1.  A  Commission  of  Inquiry       •         •  •  .         .196 

2.  Ditto  to  Report  on  Administration  of  Government        •   197 
Letter  from  other  Members  of  the  Chamber  dissenting  from  Me- 
morialists     ......••.   199 

Planters'  pecuniary  difficulties,  observations  on  •         •         .196 

Sir  J.  E.  Tennent's  Tour— Report  of 199 

Observations  as  to  cause  of  late  Riots        .  •  .  .201 

Resolutions  of  Thanks  to  Government  enclosed  •         .         •  202 

Encloses  Petitions  from  Inhabitants  of  Galle     •         •         •         •  204 
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1848. 

29  16  Aug.   Separate.  State  of  Public  mind — observationa  on    »         •         •         •         .  205 

Addresses,  &c.,  from — 

Sir  H.  Maddock  \        ,      ,  o-.. 

Kotmalie  Chiefc  \  «"*='"»«* 205 

Udepalati  InhabitaDts — refers  to  ....  .  205 
The  disturbances  have  not  spread  .  •  •  *  .  206 
Pretender  still  at  large 206 

30  13  Sept.       161      ORDINANCES:— 

Memorial  of  Buddhist  Priests  for  exemption  from  operation  of  the 
Road  Ordinance      •••.•...  212 

31  13  Sept.       162      K ANDI AN  INSURRECTION  :— 

Addresses  and  Answers  expressing  loyalty,  &c.  :•— 

From  Kandy 214 

Hewahetti .215 

Wallapanny    ........  216 

Udemvera  and  SaflFragam 216 

Native  Merchants  of  Colombo     .         »         .  •         .217 

32  14  Sept.       164  Tisit  to  Kandy -Reports 217 

Military  precautions .217 

Proclamation  to  restore  confidence  in  those  who  had  left  their 

villages 218 

State  of  affairs  in  Kandy,  compared  with  that  of  1818  .  •  218 
Confiscation  of  Lands — Observations  on  •  •  .  .  .218 
Favorable  accounts  from  disturbed  Districts  .  •  •  .218 
Pretender — Character  of 219 

Attainder     I  ^^^^  ^^  ^**^  before  Legislative  Council         .  219 

LBnd.jg;;,^*'^'^'}  will  report  on 219 

Martial  Law,  continued  pro  tern.  .  •         •         •         .  .219 

**  Talipot  Leaf"  Letter— Refers  to 219 

Priests,  chief  cause  of  the  disturbances    .         •         •         •         .219 

Trials 220 

Four  Dambool  Priests — Acquittal  of 220 

StateTrials  — Queen's  Advocate's  opinion         •         •         •  .  220 

Priest  convicted  and  shot      .......  220 

•  Her  Majesty's  Ship "  Inflexible  "—Assistance  of      .         .         .220 

Distribution  of  Troops,  &c.  ••....•  221 

33  15  Sept.       165  Mr.  Boiler's  Report  on  origin  and  nature  of  the  outbreak.    Stress 

laid  on  the  part  the  Priests  and  Chiefs  take  in  kindling  Rebellion  226 
Report  of  a  Priest  sent  to  inquire  into  causes  of  outbreak    .         .  229 

34  10  Oct.        179  Session  of  Legislative  Council        .»•.•.  231 

Governor's  Speech  on  opening,  and  Replies      .         •         •         .  231 

35  11  Oct.        160  Revenue       1«,         ruir  .t        10..0       jj 

,  I  Returns  for  half  year,  to  June,  1848,  and  decrease 

E^nditureJ       oftl'ela«er 233 

Public  Roads  and  Works — ^Progress  of,  reported  •  •  •  233 
Land  Sales— Falling  off  in .233 

Arrack  Farm  Rents — Arrears*of    ......  233 

General  Revenue — Improvement  of        .         •         •         .         .  234 

36  14  Oct.        184  Tranquillity — ^Reports  restoration  of 236 

Pretender — His  capture,  and  Memorandum  of  former  career        .  240 

Martial  Law — Withdrawal  of        .         •         .         •         •         .  238 

Military  Movements  ••••.••.  238 

Distribution^fTroops— Return  of  those  from  Madras        •         .  239 

Future  Force  required  for  the  Island 236 

Chiefs — Their  implication 237 

War  Expenses— Hopes  to  defray  fix)m  Colonial  Funds        •         .  238 

Colonel  Drought's  Services  highly  recommended       .         .         .  238 

31     14  Oct.        185  Trials  of  Prisoners  before  the  Supreme  Court,  and  under  Courts' 

Martial ;  result  of 242 

Martial  Law ;  Proclamation  justified  under  late  circumstances     •  242 

38    16  Oct        186      FINANCE:— 

Expenses  of  Insurrection ;  still  thinks  they  may  be  defrayed  from 
Colonial  Revenues ........  262 

Loan  of  50,000/.  negotiated  with  Oriental  Bank         .         .         .  263 

89      6  Nov.       195      ORDINANCES:— 

Ordinance  indemnifying  Governor  and  others  for  acts  done  during 
existence  of  Martial  Law  enclosed — ^with  Remarks  •         .  264 
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Scries.      Date.       Despatch.  SUBJECT.  Page 

1848. 

40  13  Nov.      202      ORDINANCES:— 

Road  Ordinance ;  encloses  in  an  amended  shape ;  its  extension 
to  Public  Tnists  and  Irrigation  ;  exemption  of  Buddhist  Priests 
from  its  provisions ;  remonstrances  thereon  .  •         .  •  268 

Debate  of  I^egislative  Council  on  the  Ordinance  enclosed     •         .  272 

41  14  Nov.       203  Review  of  position  of  the  Colony  on  assuming  the  GU)vemment ; 

observations  on    recent    measures  on    Revenue;   reasons  for 
introducing  the  Road  Ordinance,  now  amended      •         .         •  290 
The  revision  of  the  Stamp  Duties     .  .         •         •         .  291 

The  Gun  Tax,  in  its  altered  form 291 

The  Dog  Ordinance,  now  repealed ;  and  the  Annual  Shop 
Licence  .•.•••••.  292 

42  15  Nov.       206  With   Letter  from   Bishop  of  Colombo,  on   the  exemption  of 

Buddhist  Priests  from  operation  of  Road  Ordinance         •  .  293 

43  5  Dec.       217      KANDIAN  INSURRECTION  >- 

The  pretended  King.  Report  of  his  Capture  and  subsequent  trial 
and  sentence  bj  the  Supreme  Coiu-t    .         •         •         •         •  296 

Statement  of  the  Pretender  enclosed        •         •         .         •         •  297 

44  8  Dec.       219      ORDINANCES:— 

Exemption  of  Buddhist  Priests  from  the  Road  Ordinance. 
Further  Letter  from  Bishop  of  Colombo  on  that  Topic    •         .  298 

45  11  Dec.       222      ORDINANCES  :- 

Repeal  of  Ordinance  No.  5,  1848,  "  Shop  Tax,*'  Ac.  Encloses 
Address  from  Traders  and  reply  to  same      •         •         •         •  300 

46  11  Dec.        221       FINANCE:— 

Retrospect  of  Financial  and  General  Policy  since  assumption  of 
the  Government.  General  Observation  on  the  several  Ordi- 
nances of  1848        ...•.••.  301 

47  13  Dtc.       224  Mr.  Wodehouse's  Tour  through  the  Western  Province  to  explain 

to  the  Natives  the  Measures  of  Government  .  .  .  307 

48  15  Dec.        226  Memorial  of  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  acknowledgment  of  Earl 

Grey's  Remark  on  previous  Representations  •         .  .  309 

49  15  Dec.       227  Estimates  for  1849  submitted,  with  explanation  of  reason  for  non; 

transmission  of  the  Supply  Ordinance  •         .         •         •*  312 

50  15  Dec.   Confidential.    Rumour  of  Apprehension  of  further  Disturbances.    Proclamation 

issued  accordingly  •  .  .  •         .  •  .         .318 

51  18  Dec.       228  Report  of  Police  Superintendent   in  reference  to  apprehended 

Renewal  pf  Disturbances.     Tranquillity  prevaila  •         •         •  320 


Despatches  from  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  Secretary 

of  State. 

1847. 

1  28  June.  42        FINANCE:— 

Ordinances  on  Contingent  Charges  of  1845  and  1847— allowed 
Public  Works  not  absolutely  necessary  to  be  suspended  •         •  322 

2  6  Aug.  66  Withdrawal  of  Qovemment  Pbper  Currency  from  Circulation  •  322 

Copy  of  Despatch  from  Gk>vernor  of  l^ew  Zealand,  2nd  Febru- 
ary, 1847,  No.  35,  containing  view«  on  Currency        •         .   323 
8      21  Sept.  90  In  continuation  of  the  above 325 

4  8  Nov.  CIVIL  SERVICE :—        • 

(Confidential.)  Reply  to  confidential  Report  of  13  September,  on  Constitution 

of  the  Civil  Service      •.•••«.  326 

1648. 

5  5  Feb.         170       FINANCE:— 

Colonial  Agent  has  drawn  attention  to  Deficiency  of  Remittances 
for  Colonial  Service 326 

6  24  Mar.         191        ORDINANCES:— 

No.  13,  1847,  **  Fire-arms  "—confirmed     .  .         .  .327 

7  25  Mar.  192  No.  9,  1847,  ^  Customs  Duties  on  Imports  and  Exports,"  con- 

firmed.     Treasury    Letter    Enclosed    referring    to    future 
Fiscal  Arrangements  and  Public  Works  ....  327 

8  13  May         214  No.  14,   1847,  '^  To  defrav  the  Supplementary  Contingent 

Charges  of  the  year  1847,    confirmed      ....  328 

9  31  May         220  No.  3  of  1848,  **  Registration  of  Carriages  and  Boats  "  .  328 
10       15  June         234                No.  2  of  1848,  "  Alteration  of  Stamp  Duties "      .         .         .329 
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Despatch  to  Go:femor  of  Cape,  30th  July,  1847,  enclosed, 

showing  view  on  subject  as  applicable  to  Natal .  •         .  329 
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fei^^rt  [  -^^^^^ — changes  approved 331 
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erefore,  not  to  be  1  q^o 
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ments under  the  embarrassed  circumstances  of  the  Island. 
Advance  made  to  Agent  on  account  of  Island  Service.         .  335 

15  18  July  254  In  continoatinn  of  the  above,  and  enclosing  Treasury  Letter  as 
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Esdmatea  approved     ,         ^ 338 
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Means  of  Comrannicaition,^  priBciple-  on*  which  it  is  founded 
approved  .........  338> 

18  80  Sept.         292        KANDIAN  INSURRECTION  :— 

Approves  Measures  adopted  on  Outbreak  at  Kandy       .  •  339 
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shows  these  Disturbances  are  not  attributable  to  the  recent 
Ordinances.  Necessity  for  the  Public  Officers  being 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  Native  Languages      •         .  339 

21  24  Oct.  304  Reply  to  Memorial  from  certain  Members  of  the  Chamber  of 

Commerce  complaining  of  the  Administration  of  Afiairs,  and 
applying  for  a  Commission  of  Inquiry      •         .         .         .341 

22  24  Oct.  805  Statement  of  general  grounds  on  which  approval  of  Governor's 

Measures  are  founded : — 

1.  Necessity  for  the  review  of  the  Financial  S}Btem  of 
Ceylon 342 

2.  Reduction  of  Expenditure   for  the  Establishments  of 
Government         • 342 

3.  The  new  Taxes  being  sanctioned  for  the  encouragement 

of  Trade  and  Industry  •••••.  343 

4.  Necessity  of  Direct  Taxation  on  the  Natives  of  Ceylon  343 

5.  The  Gun  and  Road  Taxes  discussed         .         .         .  345 

6.  Paramount  necessity  for  the  Road  Ordinance      .         ,  345 
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SCHEDULE  OF  DESPATCHES,  &c.,  CONTAINED  IN  THE 

APPENDIX. 


No.  L 
ON  THE  KANDIAN  DISTURBANCES  IN  1842^, 

Despatches  from  Sir  Colin  Campbell. 

No^  in  No.  of 

Series.      Date.  Detpatch.                                                        SUBJECT.                                                            Pogt 
1842. 

1  22  Mar.  (Confidential.)    Baddhist  Priests  are  traversing  the  Country  circulating  False 

Reports 348 

2  18  April  56  Discontent  exists  among  the  Natives,  though  the  former  reports 

were  exaggerated  ••••...  348 

3  9  May  70  Pretender  to  the  Tlirone  of  Kandy  is  exciting  the  people  of 

Upper  Dombera  to  Rebellion ;  his  Prime  Minister  lias  been 
arrested 348 

4  4  Nov.         1 77  Report  of  Queen's  Advocate  on  the  above  attempt  at  disturbsnce ; 

Treasonable  attempts  of  Dugeneralie  and  others  frustrated    .  349 
1843. 

5  18  Aug.      Private.  Further  attempts  to  excite  Insurrection  by  a  Pretender,  wh<i 

has  been  arrested ;  Natives  are  well  affected,  &c.        .         .351 

6  20  Oct       Private.  Disaffected  Headmen,  followers  of  the  Pretender,  tried  and 

acquitted,  their  dismissal  from  Office ;  Provinces  are  tranquil  352 

7  21  Oct.  187  Trialof  Pretender  and  adherents;  Confession  and  Sentence     .  352 

Despatch  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

1       17  Dec.         105  Approval  of  proceedings  leading  to  Conviction  of  Pretender,  and 

Commutation  of  his  Punishment     .         .  •         •         •  376 


No.  2.— ARMS. 

Table  of  Arms  and  Ammunition  Imported  into  Ceylon  in  the  Tears  1843, 1844,]1845,  and  1846.  377 


No.  3.— ORDINANCES. 

5  July,  1848.    Extract  of  Mr.  Wood's  Report  on  Licensing  of  Traders*  Ordinance  .  378 


MAPS. 

Sketch  of  the  Island  of  Ceylon •         A  to  be  placed  at 

„        „      Country  round  Kandy      •  •         •         •         .  •  .         •)         the  end. 
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CEYLON. 


(No.  20.)  No.  1.  No.  L 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo,  June  8,  1847. 
My  Lord,  {Received  July  26,  1847.) 

At  this  early  period  after  my  assumption  of  the  duties  of  the  govern-  Answered  August 
ment  of  this  colony,  it  is  obviously  impossible  for  me  to  lay  before  you  so  page  322.  ^'^^' 
comprehensive  a  view  of  its  financial  condition  as  I  hope  to  be  able  to  do  after 
more  minute  inquiry.  I  shall  not  fail  to  put  your  Lordship  in  possession  of 
the  most  ample  details  upon  this  vital  subject,  so  soon  as  circumstances  and 
the  necessary  delay  required  for  the  preparation  of  returns  will  enable  me  to 
do  so. 

My  attention  was  soon  after  my  arrival  attracted  by  the  evident  falling 
off  in  the  gross  revenue  of  the  year  1846,  amounting,  as  compared  with  that  of 
the  preceding  year,  1845,  to  the  large  sum  of  37,742/.,  occasioned  principally 
by  the  diminution  of  the  revenue  from  sales  of  land ;  while  the  expenditure  of 
1846,  as  compared  with  that  of  1845,  showed  an  increase  of  49,972/.  17*., 
occasioned  in  a  great  degree  by  the  increased  allowances  sanctioned  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  including  arrears.  This  unfavourable  appearance  of  the 
financial  state  of  the  colony,  differing  as  it  does  so  vvddely  from  the  more 
flourishing  condition  of  it  which  before  my  departure  from  England  I  had 
been  led  to  expect,  impressed  me  with  the  urgent  necessity  of  instructing  the 
heads  of  departments  to  suspend  for  the  present  all  further  outlay  for  any 
purpose  not  immediately  and  absolutely  required  by  the  demands  of  the 
public  service.  I  cannot  doubt  that  your  Lordship  will  entirely  approve  of  Enclosure  No.  1. 
the  accompanying  Circular,  which  I  directed  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  address 
without  loss  of  time  to  the  heads  of  departments  throughout  the  colony,  with 
a  view  to  enforce  the  most  strict  economy,  and  with  a  view  to  strengthen  the 
effect  of  a  Circular  of  a  similar  description,  issued  on  the  30th  January,  by  my 
predecessor's  orders. 

On  referring  to  the  tables  contained  in  the  Blue  Book  for  1846,  sent  home 
by  the  last  mail,  I  observed  that  on  the  1st  January,  1846,  the  cash  balances 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  colony  amounted  to  the  sum  of  216,860/.  3^.  91^?. 
On  the  31st  December  of  the  same  year,  the  net  balances  had  been  reduced  by 
the  sum  of  74,867/.  6*.  8irf.,  leaving  therefore  to  the  credit  of  the  colony  on 
the  1st  January,  1847,  the  sum  of  141,992/.  17*.  IJrf.,  including  the  credits  of 
the  colony  with  the  agent  in  London,  the  Governments  of  Bombay  and  Hong 
Kong,  and  with  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  for  advances  to  the  Queen's  pay, 
&c.  &c.,  amounting  together  to  19,401/.  15*.  3d. 

It  will  also  appear  from  those  tables  that  the  gross  expenditure  of  1846 
exceeded  that  of  1845  by  the  sum  of  81,801/. 

It  was,  I  confess,  not  without  some  surprise  that  I  learnt,  as  distinctly  pointed 
out  in  Sir  Emerson  Tennent's  Blue  Book  Despatch  No.  19,*  of  the  10th  May 
last,  not  only  that  a  very  large  amount  of  Government  notes,  payable  on 
demand,  were  in  circulation  in  the  colony,  but  that  a  large  quantity  of  similar 
notes,  not  in  actual  circulation,  but  lying  dormant  in  the  Treasury,  had  been 
habitually  included  among  the  balances  carried  to  the  credit  of  Government. 
This  practice  of  including  the  Treasury  notes  as  a  portion  of  the  Treasury  balances 
appears  to  have  prevailed  in  the  annual  financial  statements  for  some  years 
past,  and  has  thus  contributed  largely  to  produce  an  erroneous  impression  of  a 


*  Vide  Parliamentary  Paper,  **  Reports  on  Blue  Books,"  August,  1847. 
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CEYLON.        large  available  surplus.    'It  is  but  just  to  Sir  Emerson  Tennent  to  state  that  he 
I  distinctly  pointed  out,  in  the  Despatch  above  mentioned,  this  fallacy  of  return- 

ing liabilities  as  assets,  and  that  he  represented  the  cash  balance  at  its  real 
amount 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  unsoundness  of  the  state  of  things  as  it  has 
hitherto  existed,  so  contrary  to  banking  principles  and  conmiercial  policy,  I 
immediately  gave  directions  for  the  preparation  of  certain  returns,  calculated 
to  show  the  exact  amount  of  Government  notes  in  actual  circulation,  as  well 
as  the  amount  of  notes  not  cancelled,  lying  in  the  coffers  of  the  general 
Treasury ;  also  the  amount  of  coined  money  in  hand,  in  readiness  to  meet  the 
payment  of  that  portion  of  notes,  or  (Jovemment  liabilities,  which  might  at 
any  moment  be  presented  at  the  Treasury  for  payment  I  likewise  called  for 
a  return  showing  how  much  of  the  balance  in  hand  at  each  of  the  cutcheries, 
or  treasuries,  in  the  island  was  represented  by  Government  notes,  and  how 
much  by  coined  money.  Other  returns  will  also  be  prepared  as  speedily  as 
possible,  with  a  view  to  enable  me  to  present  to  your  Lordship  a  clear  Mid 
comprehensive  view  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  colony  for  some  yoars 
past  As  soon  as  I  am  in  possession  of  all  the  information  which  I  require  to 
enable  me  fully  to  master  the  subject,  I  shall  hope  to  lay  before  you,  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  and  with  all  the  caution  which  a  subject  of  such  paramount 
importance  demands,  my  deliberate  \dews  upon  this  question.    In  the  mean- 

Endogure  No.  2.  while,  I  beg  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  a  comprehensive  statement,  which  I 
called  for  from  the  Auditor-Generals  office,  and  which  has  been  prepared  with 
great  care  and  attention  by  Mr.  MacCarthy,  who  has  recently  taken  charge  of 
that  department.  From  this  document  it  will  appear  that  the  actual  bond  Jide 
balances  in  favour  of  the  Colonial  Government,  on  the  1st  January,  1847, 
amounted  to  only  54,592/.  17*.  Ihd.  The  sum  of  87,400/.,  which  is  represented 
by  Treasury  notes,  and  which  has  in  former  financial  statements  been  placed  to 
the  credit  of  Government,  is  now,  as  a  matter  of  course,  excluded  from  the 
balances  in  hand.  But  when  I  bear  in  mind  that  about  one-half  of  this  amount 
is  actually  in  circulation,  and  that  it  is  quite  possible  that  on  some  unexpected 
fmergency  a  very  large  quantity  of  notes  might  be  presented  at  the  Treasury 
or  payment,  at  a  moment  when  there  might  be  a  very  small  amount  of  coined 
money  in  hand  to  meet  them,  I  confess  to  you,  my  Lord,  that  I  cannot  but  feel 
much  anxiety  so  long  as  this  unusual  state  of  things  is  permitted  to  last. 

Enclosure  No.  3.  I  beg  to  enclose,  for  your  Lordship's  inspection,  one  of  the  notes  to  which  I 
allude,  and  it  will  be  a  matter  of  no  less  surprise  to  your  Lordship  than  it  was 
to  myself  that  a  clear  undertaking  on  the  part  of  Government  to  pay  on 
demand  should  by  any  ordinary  oversight  have  been  for  several  years  con- 
sidered to  be  a  credit  in  favour  of  the  Government,  and  carried  to  accoimt  ac- 
cordingly. Your  Lordship  will  observe,  by  an  inspection  of  the  note,  that  it 
appears  to  be  not  very  difficult  of  forgery.  I  beg  to  request  that  it  may  be 
returned  to  this  Treasury. 

If  I  am  not  mistaken,  there  is  a  clause  in  the  Royal  Instructions  to  the 
Governors  or  Lieutenant-Governors  of  some  of  the  colonies,  distinctly  pro- 
hibiting them  from  issuing  any  Government  notes  for  general  circulaticm 
payable  on  demand.  I  do  not  find  that  such  a  clause  is  contained  in  the  Royal 
Instructions  which  I  have  received,  but  the  belief  that  such  a  prohibition  is  in 
some  colonies  in  force  has  contributed  still  further  to  add  to  my  embarrass- 
ment. I  am  also  aware  that  in  the  colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  the 
whole  of  the  Dutch  paper  currency  of  rix  dollars  has,  I  believe,  been  called  in 
and  paid  within  the  last  four  or  five  years,  and  that  there  was  a  question  raised 
as  to  a  portion  of  those  notes  having  been  forged. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  await  with  some  anxiety  your 
Lordship's  instructions  with  regard  to  the  course  to  be  in  future  pursued  with 
reference  to  the  Government  paper  currency  of  this  island.  At  the  present 
moment,  the  two  banks  (the  Bank  of  Ceylon  and  the  Oriental  Bank)  which 
are  in  operation  in  this  colony,  would  probably  be  able  to  furnish  in  a  short 
period  all  the  advantages  which  could  be  expected  from  the  circulation  of 
paper  money,  and  thus  relieve  the  Government  from  the  necessity  of  issuing 
its  own  notes.  The  credit  of  the  Government  undoubtedly  gives  a  preference 
in  the  public  mind  to  the  notes  issued  from  the  Treasury,  and  some  embarrass- 
ment might  be  created  if  so  large  an  amount  were  suddenly  withdrawn  from 
circulation.     But  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  finances  will  permit,  and  the 
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amount  of  coin  accumulated  in  the  public  Treasury  will  warrant  the  measure, 
I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  Government  paper  money  of  Ceylon 
should  be  redeemed.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  evident  that  no  portion  of  it  can 
be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  cash  balances  of  the  colony.  At  this  very 
moment^  a  larger  amount  of  Treasury  notes  is  lying  in  the  coffers  of  a  single 
institatioii  (one  of  the  local  banks)  than  there  is  of  hard  cash  in  the  coffars  of 
the  general  Treasury,  where  all  such  notes  are  payable  on  demand. 

By  Table  (C.)  of  the  Auditor-GeneraFs  statement,  your  Lordship  will  per- 
ceive that  the  revenue  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year,  1847,  as  com- 
pared with  the  expenditure  during  the  same  period,  shows  a  balance  in  favour 
of  Grovernment  of  7334/.  14*.  9|rf.,  and  that  the  actual  revenue  exceeded  the 
estimated  revenue  for  that  period  by  the  sum  of  24,856/.  There  is  every  pros- 
pect that  a  still  greater  improvemait  in  the  finances  of  the  country  will  soon 
place  them  upon  the  most  satisfactory  footing,  and  thereby  enable  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  carry  out  successfully,  and  with  advantage  to  the 
colony,  those  important  and  anxiously-desired  measures,  the  cautious  adoption 
of  which  it  was  their  intention  to  recommend  for  the  general  benefit  of  all 
classes  of  the  community  in  this  important  portion  of  Her  Majesty's 
dominions. 

I  have  &c 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)         '  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.         &c. 


cmoif. 


(Circular.)  Enclosure  1  in  No.  1. 

Sir,  Colonial  Secretary's  Ofiice,  Colombo,  June  3,  1847. 

I  AM  directed  to  convey  to  you  his  Excellency's  instructions,  that  you  will  immediately 
make  every  arrangement  to  reduce  to  the  narrowest  limit  the  expenditure  of  the  voles  and 
balances  at  your  dispoeal,  the  available  aiBOunt  of  treasure  being  so  far  reduced  as  to  engender 
the  necessity  for  the  most  prompt  and  vigilant  economy. 

His  Excellency  has  no  reason  to  apprehend  any  permanent  embarrassment  in  this  particular; 
but  the  recent  decline  in  the  revenue  of  the  colony  from  intelligible  and  temporary  causes,  has 
rendered  it  impossible,  for  the  present,  to  sustain  the  expenditure  on  the  liberal  scale  of  late 

J  rears.  His  Lordship  trusts  to  your  discretion  to  extend  this  principle  of  reduction,  without 
OSS  of  time,  to  those  heads  of  expenditure  in  which  its  application  will  create  the  least  incon- 
venience ;  and  in  every  instance  where  it  is  practicable,  without  actual  loss  or  injury  to  the 
public  service,  you  will  suspend  or  postpone  outlay  for  any  purpose  not  urgently  required. 

I  have,  &c.. 
To  Heads  of  Departments.  (Signed)  W.  D.  Ryder. 


Sir, 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  1 . 

Auditor- General's  OflBce,  Colombo,  June  7,  1847. 


In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  iDStant^  calling  on  me  for  a  return  of  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  for  the  current  year  made  up  to  the  latest  period,  Lhave  the  honour  to  submit  the 
following  statement : — 

On  taking  charge  of  this  department,  on  my  arrival  in  the  colony  at  the  beginning  of  this 
month,  my  attention  was  anxiously  directed  to  the  jBnandal  state  and  prospects  of  the  island. 
Bein^  aware,  from  communication  in  London  both- with  the  Secretary  of  State  and  with  his 
Excdiency  the  Governor,  that  Her  Majesty*s  Government  had  fully  reckoned,  first,  on  a  large 
accumulated  fund  actually  in  hand,  and  second,  on  a  considerable  annual  surplus  in  the  revenue 
of  Ceylon,  I  lost  no  time  in  ascertaining  from  official  sources  how  far  such  impression  was 
justified  by  facts.  The  result  of  my  inquiry  was  that,  on  the  )st  of  January,  1846,  there  did 
exist  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  Government  of  Ceylon  of  216,860/.  S$.  vfd. ;  against  this 
surplus,  however,  there  existed  a  charge,  which  appears  to  have  been  somewhere  overlooked,  of 
87,400/.,  being  the  debt  due  by  Governmrent  on  paper  currency.  If  we  deduct  the  said  sum 
of  87>400/.  from  the  balance  above  stated,  the  net  available  balance  on  the  1st  January,  1846, 
would  therefore  amount  only  to  129,460/.  3«.  9f</.  It  is  true,  on  the  other  hand,  that  to 
meet  this  debt  of  Government  on  the  paper  currency  there  is,  besides  the  cash  balance  in 
favour  of  Government,  all  the  Government  property  consisting  of  lands  and  tenements,  stores 
and  provisions,  live  and  dead  stock,  &c.  &c. ;  but  as  this  property  has  not,  as  far  as  I  am 
aware,  been  ever  valued,  or  the  value  thereof  returned  to  this  office,  it  cannot  properly  be 
taken  into  consideration  at  present  in  a  purely  financial  statement,  or  brought  to  account  as 
forming  part  of  the  credits  of  Government. 

The  subsequent  year  (1846)  presents  a  lamentable  falling  oflT,  there  having  been  in  that 

I  ear  an  excess  of  expenditure  ov^r  revenue  amounting  to  8I18OI/.  Ids.  7id.,  which,  though 
issened  by  advances  recovered,  drafts  in  transit,  &c.,  by  the  sum  of  6,9d4/.  6^  11  ^d,  still 
leaves  a  net  deficit  on  the  year  of  74,867/.  6s.  8Jrf.  Deducting  this  amount  from  the  balance 
of  129,460/.  3s.  9j(/.  in  hand  on  the  1st  of  January,  1846,  it  will  consequently  appear 
that  on  the  1st  of  January,  1847»  the  balanee  actually  in  hand  was  reduced  to  the  sum  of 
54,592/.  175.  lid. 


B  2 


EncL  1  inNo.  u 


End.  2  in  No.  1. 


See  Appendix  A. 
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See  Appendix  B. 
See  Appendix  C. 


The  deficit  in  the  year  1846  appears  to  have  proceeded  from  two  causes — Ist.  a  decrease  of 
revenue  to  the  amount  of  37*742/.  11^.  S^d.,  owing  principally  to  the  falling  off  in  the  sale  of 
Crown  lands  since  the  rise  of  price  fixed  by  Government  from  58,  to  1/.  an  acre.  2ndly.  An 
increase  of  expenditure  amounting  to  39,129/.  3^.  S^d. 

With  respect  to  the  current  year,  I  begf  to  forward  a  statement  showing  the  actual  revenue 
and  expenditure  for  the  first  quarter  of  1847*  from  which  it  appears  that  there  is  a  surplus  on 
quarter  of  7,334/.  14^.  9|c/.,  which  surplus  being  added  to  the  balance  of  54,592/.  17*.  l\d,  in 
hand  on  the  1st  of  January,  1847,  would  raise  it  on  the  1st  of  April  to  61,927/.  11*.  llld. 
This  sum,  however,  of  7,334/.  14*.  9|d.  represents  merely  the  actual  excess  of  revenue  over 
expenditure  for  the  first  quarter  of  1847.  The  actual  state  of  the  balance  on  the  1st  of 
April,  1847,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give,  for  want  of  the  cash  account  of  the  Government 
agent  for  the  central  province  for  the  month  of  March  last,  which  has  not  yet  been  received  at 
this  office. 

On  the  whole,  it  will  appear  that,  although  from  the  causes  above  stated,  the  accumulated 
fimd  actually  in  hand  is  much  less  than  was  expected,  and  the  prospect  of  a  regular  annual 
surplus  has  been  clouded  by  the  large  and  unlooked-for  deficit  of  the  past  year,  yet  as  the 
causes  of  that  deficit  are  principally  of  a  nature  that  may  be  presumed  to  be  temporary,  and 
the  first  quarter  of  the  current  year  already  shows  a  slight  increase,  there  is  every  reason  to 
hope  that  the  financial  prosperity  of  Ceylon  will  eventually  pursue  its  former  progressive 
course^  and  realize  the  expectations  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  C.  J.  MacCarthy,  Auditor-General. 

The  Honourable  the  Colonial  Secretary. 


(A.) 

Statement  showing  the  Balance  in  favour  of  the  Government  of  Ceylon  at  the  commence- 
ment and  end  of  the  Year  1846. 

On  the  1st  JanwiTy^  1846. 

£.        8.     d.        £.        *.    d. 
Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  public  accoimtants  in  Ceylon.         .     210,380    8    8^ 

,,              ,,            agent  in  London.         •         •         •       11,204    8    0 
Credits  of  the  Colony  with  the.  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty's  Treasury  for  advances  to  the  Queen's  pay  and 
Ordnance  Department 6,483  14  Hi 

228,068  11     7* 
Deduct  balance  due  to  the  presidencies  and  agents  in  India       •       II  ,208    7    9} 

216,860    3    9i 

On  the  Slst  December^  1846. 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  public  accountants  in  Ceylon  •     126,885  12    4 

,,  ,,  agents  in  London         •         .         •         8,721  17    9 

, ,  , ,  Government  of  Bombay  and  agents 

at  ditto 508     5    Of 

, ,              , ,            Government  of  Hong  Kong   .         .  627    8    9i 

Credits  of  the  Colony  with  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty's  Treasury  for  advances  to  the  Queen's  pay  and 
Ordnance  Departriient 9,544    3    7i 

146,287     7     7 
Deduct  balance  due  to  the  presidencies  and  agents  at  Calcutta 

and  Madras 4,294  10     5i 

141,992  17    14 

Deficit 74,867    6    St 

Add  difference  of  receipts  over  the  disbursemenU  of  the  year  on  account  of  advances 
recovered  and  drafts  in  transit,  &c.  •         •         • 6,934    6  Hi 

Total  deficit 81,801  13    71 

(Signed)  C.  J.  MagCarthy,  Auditor- General. 


(B.) 

Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  1846. 

£.  s.  d. 

Revenue  and  receipts  in  the  colony        .         •         .         .         •  415,023  5  7i 

Receipts  by  the  agent  in  England 1,380  9  7 

Expenditure  in  the  colony 464,545  10  10 

Expenditure  by  the  agent  in  England 33,659  18    0 

Excess  of  expenditure    • 


d. 


416,403  15    2i 


.  498,205     8  10 
£81,801  13    7i 
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Revenue  of  1846  compared  with  1845. 


CEVLON. 


Revenoe  and  receipts  of  1845 
,,  1846 


•v. 


Decrease  in  1846. 


The  above'decrease  U  accounted  for  as  follows : — 


Decrease  on  sale  of  lands 

sale  of  cinnamon    •         •         .  .         . 

A.  , ,  Customs,  principally  in  the  Northern  Province 

B.  , ,  paddy  and  fine  grain  farms        • 

C.  , ,  arrack  and  toddy  farms   •         •         •         • 

D.  :,,  tolls 

judicial  stamps   '    • 
sale  of  coals .         .         .         • 
Commissariat  stores  and  provisions    • 
other  heads  of  revenue  and  incidental  receipts 


Deduct  increase  on  the  following  heads :— >  . 

On  arrears  of  revenue  of  former  years  recovered 

Salt 

Blank  stamps  •         •  •         •         • 

Assessment  tax  on  houses    • 

E.  Freight  and  passage  per  steamer  "  Seaforth  ** 

F.  Abatements  of  salaries  of  the  civil  service 
Surcharges  recovered 

Other  heads  of  receipts       •         .         • 


454,146    6    6 
416,403  15     2i 

£37,742  11    3i 


£.  s,  d. 

24,892  9  9 

6,479  1  9 

4,380  5  8i 

4,092  14  10| 

2,768  1  l} 

1,598  10  3i 

1,138  18  1 

1,775  9  4i 

811  13  2i 

3,152  8  5 

£51,089  12  6} 


1,844  13 

1.902  19 
1,162  10 
1,700  13 

783    0 

768     5 

2,281  18 

2.903  0 


2i 
2 
8i 
2i 
li 
5 

7+ 
10^ 


13,347     1     3 


Net  decrease  as  above 


£37,742  11     3i 


Expenditure  of  1846 
„  1845 


Expenditure  of  1846  compared  with  1845. 


Increase  in  1846  • 


The  increase  is  in  the  civil  expenditure     • 
„  Military  expenditure     . 

„  Commissariat  expendituie 


Deduct  decrease  in  the  expenditure  of  the  agent  in  England  • 

Net  increase        •         •         •         •         • 

The  increase  in  the  civil  expenditure  consists  of  salaries  and  (G.)  allowances 

smctioned  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  including  arrears 
And  of  charges  sanctioned  by  the  Legislative  Council  •         •         •         •         • 


The  above  increase  of  ^£16,491.  16*.  W^d,  includes: — 


£. 

Increase  on  public  works            •         •         < 

•     7,688 

„          Medical  charges 

.     2,881 

„          Education 

.     1,096 

„        '  Revenue  charges      .         • 

.     2,336 

„          Miscellaneous  charges 

.     2,490 

498,205     8 
448,232  11 

10 
10 

£49,972  17 

0 

39,129    3 
1,990    3 
9.056  19 

8i 
7* 

50,176    6 
203    9 

9 
9 

£49,972  17 

0 

22,637    6 
16,491  16 

8* 
11* 

£39,129    3 

8i 

16,491 

The  increase  in  the  military  expenditure  is  owing  chiefly  to  the  increase  of  the  Ceylon   Rifle 

Regiment. 
The  increase  in  the  Commissariat  department  is  as  follows : — 

£. 

521 


For  established  salaries     • 
Arrears  of  former  years 
Provision  department. 
Miscellaneous  charges 


.3,357 
2,757 
2,421 


9,056 


A.  Decrease  in  the  Northern  Province,  £4,098  ;  attributed  to  the  small  importation  of  grain,  and  its 
high  price  on  the  Continent. 

B.  Chiefly  in  the  Southern  Province,  owing  to  premature  crops  of  the  harvest  of  1846  having  been 
sold  and  brought  to  account  in  1845. 

C«  Arrack  and  toddy,  decrease  in  the  Western  and  North-Westem  Province,  viz. : — 
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Amount  collected  in  1845 — 


In  1846— 


Western  Province 
North- Western  Province 


Western  Province 
North- Western  Province 


£. 

32,245 

1,521 


33,772 


26,409 
2,879 


Decrease    • 
Caused  by  irregular  payments — 

Increase  in  other  Provinces      . 

Net  decrease 


29,288 
4,484 
1,716 

£2,768 


D.  Tolls  decreased  principally  in  the  Western  and  Central  Provinces,  by  the  abolition  of  tolls  on  foot- 
passengers  in  1846. 

E.  Caused  by  four  trips  to  Bombay  in  1846  more  than  in  1845. 

F.  The  abatements  of  salaries  having  commenced  from  February  14,  1845. 

G.  Increase  in  civil  establishments  ....     7,672 

„  Revenue 7,210 

„  Judicial 7,496 

„  Pensions       ....••         259 


(Signed) 


£22,637 

C.  J.  MacCarthy,  Auditor-General. 


(C.) 


State  of  the  Revenue  and  Expenditure  for  the  1st  Quarter  of  1847. 


January,  1847 
February    „ 
March        „ 


Total  . 

Deduct  expenditure 

Surplus 


130,268  17     3* 
122,934     2    5i 


7,334  14     9 J 


Revenue. 

Expenditure. 

£.      s.    d. 
32,079  15  lOf 
45,820     1     l\; 
52,369     0     3i 

£.      s.    d. 
46,3'7&    6    6i 
33,660    6     5* 
42,894    9    6 

122,934    2     51 


Actual  revenue  for  the  quarter 
Estimated  ditto 

Increase 

Actual  expenditure  for  the  quarter 
Estimated  ditto 

Increase     • 

(Signed) 


£.       8,    d, 
130,268  17     3J 
105,412  15    0 


£24,856    2 

3+ 

122,934    2 
104,533    6 

5f 

5+ 

£18,400  16 

Oi 

J;  MacCarthy,  Auditor-General. 


Comparativk  View  of  the  Revenue  and  Expenditure  for  the  1st  Quarters  of  the  Years 

1846  and  1847- 


JSeventce. 


For  the  Ist  quarter  of  1846 

1847 


Decrease  in  1847 


£.       s.  d.l 

130,350     3  4 

130,268  17  3| 

£81     6  Oi 


Expenditure. 


For  the  lat  quarter  of  1846 

1847 


Increase  in  1847 
(Signed) 


•     121,674  14    7i 
.     122,934     2     5i 

.       £1,259     7  lOi 
C.  J.  MacCarthy,  Auditor-General. 
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Endosure  3  in  No.  L  caSTLON. 

(No.  76.)  Colombo^  November  1,  1843.         End. 3in No.  1. 

P.  AnstruAer. 

The  bearer  kereof  is  entitled  to  TCceive  two  pounds  on  demand  at  the  General  Treasury^ 
in  the  currency  of  this  island. 

W.  H.  Templer. 
Two  Pounds, 
Colombo,  November  1,  1843. 

Examined  and  entered, 

J.  W.  MoQZART,  Aeting  Auditor-General. 


(No.  47.)  No.  2.  No.  2. 

Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrtngton  i847,  No.  90, 

to  Earl  Grey.  page  325. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo, 
July  8,  1847. 

My  Lord,  {Received  Augmt  30,  1847.) 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch,  No.  20*  (Financial),  of  the  8th  Jime        *  Page5. 
last,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  enclose  certain  returns  connected  with  the  cur-             1. 
rency  of  the  island,  which  will  serve  to  illustrate  some  important  points.             2, 
They  are  made  up  to  the  31st  May  last.  3^^ 

The  first  table  exhibits  the  actual  state  of  the  Treasury  at  that  date,  distin-  4. 

guishing  the  amount  of  different  kinds  of  coined  money,  and  also  of  notes ;  5^^ 

from  which  it  will  appear  that  of  the  total  amount  of  57,506?.  45. 1  Id.  standing 
at  the  credit  of  Government,  the  sum  of  43,002/.  consisted  of  Government  notes, 
and  12/.  45.  6d,  of  old  rix-doUar  notes,  leaving  the  balance  of  14,592/.  Os.  5d. 
in  coined  money. 

By  Table  No.  2,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  amount  of  Government  notes 
not  cancelled  amounted  at  the  same  date  to  87,400/.,  so  that  after  deducting 
the  above  sum  of  43,002/.,  not  issued,  there  would  remain  in  actual  circulation 
44,398/.  But  of  this  sum,  it  would  appear  by  an  inspection  of  Table  No.  5, 
that  8826/.  was  lying  in  the  local  treasuries  of  the  six  provinces,  leaving  only 
the  sum  of  35,572/.  of  Government  Treasury  notes  in  general  circulation 
throughout  the  island,  and  payable  on  demand.  This  is  undoubtedly  a  very 
moderate  sum,  and  not  likely,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  to  occasion 
anxiety  to  the  Government.  But  by  a  comparison  of  Table  No.  2  with  No.  5, 
it  will  appear  that  the  smallest  amount  of  coin  was  to  be  found  when  there 
might  arise  the  largest  demand  for  it  in  exchange  for  notes,  viz.,  at  the  general 
treasury ;  while  the  six  provincial  treasuries  had  at  their  disposal  36,965/.  13^. 
in  coined  money.  If  tins  sum  be  added  to  the  14,492/.  Os.  bd.  coined  money 
in  the  general  treasury,  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  notice  that  the  total  amount 
of  coin  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  throughout  the  island  was 
51,457/.  135.  5c/.,  against  35,572/.  of  notes  in  circulation. 

If,  therefore,  we  exclude  from  our  consideration  bills  and  money  in  transit, 
and  credits  with  the  presidencies  of  India  and  the  agent  in  London,  &c.,  as 
shown  in  my  former  Despatch  (bejfore  alluded  to),  the  real  balance  of  cash  in 
hand  will  appear  to  have  been  very  small. 

The  returns  No.  3  and  No.  4,  which  I  also  enclose,  will  show  clearly  the 
fluctuations  in  the  circulation  for  several  years  past,  indicating  the  variations 
in  the  relative  proportions  of  notes  in  circulation  and  of  coin  in  the  Treasury. 

I  am  very  sensible  of  the  advantages  which  the  circulation  of  Govjernment 
notes  holds  out  to  the  public,  and  especially  to  the  planters  in  the  interior,  so 
long  as  their  amount  is  not  large  and  the  credit  of  Government  stands 
high.  The  notes  of  the  local  banks  here  do  not  carry  with  them  the  same 
degree  of  credit,  and  indeed  in  some  parts  of  the  country  are  not  very  readily 
passed,  particularly  as  they  are  not  received  by  Government  in  payment. 

The  whole  circulation  of  the  island,  and  I  believe  the  capital  of  the  banks, 
is  not  really  sufficient  for  its  legitimate  mercantile  wants.  It  has  been  urged 
by  many  that  an  increased  issue  of  Government  notes  would  be  highly  advan- 
tageous, owing,  among  other  grounds,  to  the  expense,  labour,  and  risk,  at 
present  incurred  in  conveying  coin  on  men's  backs  to  remote  estates.  It  is  the 
practice  here  to  pay  the  labourers  monthly,  and  in  some  instances  weekly ; 
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but  the  average  monthly  pay  of  each  labourer  does  not  amount  to  more  than 
I5s.  to  18*^  and  with  a  view  to  facilitate  these  payments  there  are  some  who 
would  urge  the  Government  to  issue  notes  of  lOs.  value  only. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  at  no  distant  period  the  two  local  banks  will  be  placed 
upon  a  thoroughly  substantial  footing,  and  that  the  increase  of  their  capital 
and  circulation,  the  opening  of  branch  banks  and  the  greater  confidence  of  the 
public  will  enable  them  to  fully  meet  the  legitimate  wants  of  the  community. 
The  entire  withdrawal  of  Government  notes  from  circulation  may  then  be 
practicable,  without  any  serious  derangement  of  the  circulation.  But  it  is 
obvious  that  very  stringent  measures  must  in  that  case  be  adopted  to  regulate 
the  circulation  of  the  local  banks,  and  to  afibrd  adequate  security  to  the 
public. 

That  object  once  attained,  it  may  become  a  question  whether  a  portion  of 
the  business  at  present  transacted  at  the  Government  Treasury,  may  not  be 
advantageously  and  economically  curtailed  by  transferring  it  to  the  banks. 

In  a  future  paper  I  shall  hope  to  present  to  your  Lordship  a  brief  sketch  of 
the  history  of  the  Government  paper  currency  of  this  colony,  and  of  the  present 
position  of  the  local  banks.  I  shall  also  lay  before  your  Lordship  what  I  con- 
ceive to  be  satisfactory  grounds  for  retaining  the  current  value  of  the  rupee  at 
its  present  amount,  viz.  2s.,  and  for  continuing  to  keep  the  accounts  of  the 
colony,  as  heretofore,  in  English  money. 

I  have  &c. 
The  Right  Hon,  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)        '  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


Ercl.  1  in  No.  2. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  2. 

General  State  of  the  Treasury  on  May  31,  1847. 

£.      s.   d.    £.      8.    d. 
Company's  rupees        .  •         .         .         .  7,047  12     6 

British  Bilver 1,698     0     0 

American  dollars 48S  19    2 

Silver  rix-dollars 11   18     6 

9,246  10     2 

Copper  coin 5,245  10    3 

Notes 30,760     0     0 

Damaged  notes  to  be  cancelled       .          .          .         12,242     0     0 
Old  rix-dollar  notes 12    4     6 

12,254     4    6 

£57,506     4  11 
(Signed)  F.  J.  Templer,  Treasurer. 


End  2  in  No.  2.  Enclosure  2  in  No.  2. 

Return  of  the  actual  Amount  of  Treasury  Notes  in  Circulation,  and  the  Amount  of  Coined 

Money  in  the  Treasury,  May  31,  1847. 

£.      s.    d. 
Notes  of    1/.  each         .  .         .  .         45,923     0     0 


21.  ,, 

5/.   ,, 

10/.  ,, 

20/.   ,, 

25/.  ,, 


Deduct  amount  of  notes  in  the  Treasury 


40,382  0  0 

600  0  0 

340  0  0 

80  0  0 

75  0  0 

87,400  0  0 

43,002  0  0 


Actual  amount  in  circulation,  31st  May,  1847     44 ,398     0     0 


Coined  Money  in  the  Treasury, 

Silver  money 9,246  10     2 

Copper  money      .....  5,245  10     3 


Total 


£14,492     0     5 


(Signed) 


F.  J.  Templer,  Treasurer. 
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Enclosure  3  in  No.  2. 

Comparative  Return  showing  the  Quarterly  Average  of  Notes  in  Circulation,  and  the  Average  Amount  of  Coin 
in  the  Treasury,  at  the  corresponding  period  in  each  Quarter  of  the  Years  1844,  1845,  and  1846. 


Quarter  31st  March. 

Quarter  30th  June. 

Quarter  30th  September. 

Quarter  31st  December. 

1844 

1846 

1846 

18U 

1845 

1846 

1844 

1845 

1846 

1844 

1845    {    1816 

A?en^  amount  of  Notes  1 
in  Circulation    •     •     •/ 

Avefase  amount  of  Coin) 
in  the  Treaiury  .     •     •  j 

£. 
62,587 

91,501 

£- 
50,653 

149,180 

£. 
do, 812 

82,925 

£. 
63,199 

105,532 

£. 
45,483 

149,392 

£. 
30,033 

59,711 

£. 
60,676 

106,930 

£. 
41,439 

120,632 

£. 
36,634 

27,991 

£. 
58,067 

120,914 

£.      1      £. 
39,453     52,530 

97,758     20,404 

(Signed)  P.  J.  Tbmplkr, 

Treasurer* 


Enclosure  4  in  No.  2. 

Statement  showing  the  Amount  of  Treasury  Notes  in  Circulation  from  1840  to  1846,  and 
the  Amount  of  Coin  in  the  Treasury  during  the  same  period. 


BncL  4  in  No.  2. 


In  1840 
1841 
1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 


Amount  of  Coin  in 
the  Treasury. 


16 


£. 

18,927 
32,687  15 
37,707  3 
81,025  6 
127,085 


d. 
7* 
3 
4i 
54 
84 

86,785  15  H 
27,879  15  lOi 


Treasury  Notes 

in 

Circulation. 


£. 
85,018 
84,550 
78,392 
66,980 
58,314 
37,311 
58,295 


7)  468,860 


Average     .     66,980 


N.B.— The  largest  amount  of  Notes  in  circulation  (1840)  • 
The  smallest  ditto  ditto  (1845)  . 


£. 

85,018 
37,311 


(Signed)  F.  J.  Templbr, 

Treasurer. 


Enclosure  5  in  No.  2. 

Return  showing  the  Cash  Balances  of  the  Cutcherries  of  the  Western,  Southern,  Northern, 
Eastern,  North-Western,  and  Central  Provinces,  on  the  31st  May,  1847,  distinguishing  the 
amount  in  Coined  Money  and  in  Notes. 


Coined  Money. 

Notes. 

Total. 

Gold. 

Silver. 

Copper. 

£.    a.    d. 

£.      «.   d. 

£.      f.   d. 

£. 

£.      s.   d. 

Cutcherries  of  the  Western  Pro?ince  •     , 

•     • 

4,382  17    6 

16    6     7f 

18    5    6i 

1,309 

5,708  4  1} 
10,643  13    64 

Southern  ditto     ,     •     . 

•     • 

9,816    8    0 

809 

Northern  ditto    •     •     • 

•     • 

3,831     0    7 

2,753    9    2 

3,318 

9,90-2    9    9 

Eastern  ditto      .     .     • 

•     • 

661     0    0 

256  13    ^ 

1,513 

2,430  13    0\ 

North-Western  ditto      . 

26    0    0 

5,087     9    0 

22  1 1     3 

826 

5,962  0  3f 
11,144  12    3} 

Central  ditto      •     •     . 
Deduct-^ 

•     • 

7,803  18    0 

2,289  14    3} 

1,051 

26    0    0 

31,582  13     1 

5,356  19  Hi 

8,826 

45,791  13    H 

£. 

a.  d. 

Deposits 

n  the  Western  Province  included  above 

, 

Southern  ditto                   , , 

1,799 

6    7i 
6    5| 

Northern  ditto                  , , 

2,963 

Eastern  ditto                     , , 

79i 

19    6i 

* 

North-Western  ditto        , , 

, 

Central  ditto                     , , 

9,862 

13    9i 

15,419    6    41 

Available  for  Government  purposes 


30,372    6    8 


(Signed)  P.  £.  Wodbhousf, 

Acting:  Treasurer. 

c 
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14  PAPERS  KBLATTVE  TO  THE 

CEYLON.        (Confidential.)  Wo. «. 

^®-  ^'  Copy  of  a  .DESPATCH  frcHn  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Tokrington  to 

EavLGRsr. 

Answered  Nov.  8,  ^  ,    «,  ^  ,       , 

1847.  Confidential,  Queens  House,  Colombo^ 

v^fs^^^^'  a^ember  13,  1847. 

My  Lord,  {Received  October  27,  1847.) 

My  Despatch  (No.  97)  transmitted  ;hy  this  mail,  recommending  that  not 
more  than  two  writers  should  at  present  be  attached  to  the  civil  establishment 
of  this  colony,  and  submitting  the^names  of  two  resideBt  gentlemen,  peculiarly 
qualified  for  those  ^appointments,  affords  me  an  opportunity,  which  I  cannot 
pass  over,  of  addressing  your  Lordship  unreservedly  on  the  subject  of  the  civil 
service,  as  it  is  at  present  constituted. 

Under  every  view  of  the  question  I  observe  difficulties,  for  which  I  was  at 
first  scarcely  prepared,  principally  dependent  upon  local  peculiarities,  which 
render  this  colony  little  less  different  in  its  social  and  administrative  relations^ 
from  the  adjacent  continent  of  India,  than  it  is  from  ill  the  other  eolcnnes  of 
the  British  Empire. 
Nrt4?'Au^T'''  ^^  *^^  ^^^  November,  1844,  a  Despatch  ^.  -847)*  additsscd  Hby  Lord 
1845,  page  3?  ^'  Stanley  to  Sir  Colin  Campbell,  entered  so  fully  into  the  history  and  condition 
of  the  civil  service,  from  its  first  conmiencement,  that  I  can  add  nothing  of 
importance  to  that  part  of  the  subject. 

The  service  having  been  remodelled  so  recently  as  1845,  it  might  at  first 
view  be  doubted  whether  sufficient  time  has  since  elapsed  to  enable  a  right 
judgment  to  be  formed  as  to  the  practical  working  and  effect  of  the  new 
system. 

It  would  certainly  appear  to  be  a  great  improvement  upon  that  which  it 
superseded ;  and  one  of  the  principal  objects  which  the  change  was  designed  to 
effect,  viz.,  the  enlarging  the  field  for  the  selection  of  competent  persons  for 
Government  offices,  has  been  in  a  great  degree  attained ;  but  in  proportion  as 
it  has  been  carried  out,  the  very  constitution  of  a  civil  service,  as  a  distinct  and 
exclusive  body,  has  been  altered  and  lost 

Hence  the  question  soon  arises,  as  to  how  much  of  that  service,  as  a  civil 
institution,  it  is  still  desirable  to  retain,  and  for  what  especial  purpose,  and  with 
what  prospective  advantages. 

The  instructions  conveyed  in  Lord  Stanley's  Despatch  do  not  appear  to 
touch  upon  the  question  of  the  absolute  necessity,  or  otherwise,  of  a  distinct 
civil  service  for  Ceylon,  such  as  does  not  exist  in  any  other  Crown  colony. 
Nevertheless,  the  constitution  and  peculiarities  of  it  are  not  similar  to  those  of 
the  civil  service  of  the  East  India  Company,  which  it  was  designed  to  imitate. 

At  a  very  early  period  of  the  Company's  history,  it  became  apparent  that  a 
special  education  would  be  indiq>ensable  to  qualify  their  servants  adequately 
to  discharge  the  duties  both  of  political  and  civil  administration,  which  would 
devolve  upon  them  in  governing  their  newly-acquired  territories ;  a  wide  field 
was  open  to  them  ;  and  in  proportion  as  their  responsibilities  increased,  so  did 
the  necessity  for  securing  the  services  of  able  and  energetic  servants  become 
more  urgent,  while  the  rewards  and  prizes  held  out  to  them  were  necessarily 
increased. 

Had  Ceylon  continued  under  the  administration  of  the  Company's  officers, 
its  civil  service  would  have  constituted,  not  a  distinct  and  separate  body,  but  in 
reality  a  part  of  the  machinery  of  Government  of  the  whole  Indian  Empire. 
Many  advantages  might  possibly  have  resulted  from  this  arrangement.  But  as 
a  Crown  colony,  the  contracted  and  imperfect  civil  service  of  Ceylon  laboured 
under  many  disadvantages.  No  special  education  was  provided  for  its  members, 
little  scope  was  offered  for  their  ambition,  and  whUe  they  envied  the  more 
fortunate  position  and  prospects  of  their  neighbours  on  the  Continent,  they 
could  scarcely  escape  the  pervading  listlessness  of  the  native  population  around 
them ;  that  population  being  composed  principally  of  two  distinct  races,  speak- 
ing different  languages,  (the  Tamul  and  the  Singhalese,)  together  with  a  mixed 
portion  of  half-bred  Dutch  and  Portuguese  descendants,  not  less  apathetic  than 
the  natives  themselves. 

Until  the  overland  route  to  India  was  opafied,  and  British  capital,  followed 
by  British  residents,  flowed  into  the  island,  Ceylon  was  almost  isolated ;  and 
beyond  the  limited  circle   of  the  civil  service,  no  field  was  open  for  the 
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selection  of  officers  for  public  employment  on  the  spot,  even  if  it  had  been        CKXixm. 
desired. 

But  while  the  influx  of  Europeans  has  enlarged  the  field  for  selection,  it  has 
also  tended  to  increase  the  scope  of  official  duties,  and  to  complicate  materially 
the  business  of  Government.  Questions  of  great  commercial  and  social  im- 
portance are  daily  rising  up,  and  conplications  are  inevitable  which  require  the 
decision  of  men  of  mature  years  and  experience. 

Under  the  pressure  of  circumstances,  it  has  not  been  found  practicable  to 
confiae  the  selection  of  public  officers  to  those  who  were  origi^ly  destined 
for  the  service.  The  rule  of  seniority  in  promotion  was  long  ago  set  aside, 
and  tiie  highest  as  well  as  the  lowest  offices  have,  to  a  very  large  extent,  been 
filled  up  by  gentlemen  accidentally  introduced  into  the  schedules,  but  who 
once  adiriitted  have  been  hitherto  deemed  to  have  a  preferential  claim  for 
consideration  and  advancement. 

Thus  out  of  74  officers  suf^med  to  constitute  the  scheme  of  the  service,  not 
less  than  50  are  at  this  moment  held  by  gentlemen  not  origmally  destined  for 
it.    They  are  as  follows : — 

Senior  Branch. 

The  Colonial  Secretary. 

The  Auditor  General. 

The  District  Judge  of  Colombo. 

The  District  Judge  of  Kandy. 

The  Principal  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary's  Office. 

The  Government  Agent  at  Puttam. 

The  Commissioners'  Court  of  Requests,  Kandy. 

The  Civil  Engineer. 

The  Surveyor-General. 

The  Commissioner  of  Roads. 

1st  Class,  Jtmior  Branch. 

The  Assistant  Agent,  Komegalle. 
„  „  Manaar. 

2nd  Class. 

Assistant  Agent,  Kaigalle. 
Postmaster-General. 
District  Judge,  Kornegalle. 

„  Chilau. 

„  Faugalle. 

„  Batticaloa. 

Fiscal  of  Colombo. 

Commissioners'  Court  of  Requests,  Colombo. 
Police  Magistrate,  Colombo. 
Assistant  Civil  Engineer. 
Principal  Assistant  Surveyor-General. 

3rd  Class. 
Assistant  Agent,  Kandy. 

4th  Class. 

Third  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary's  Office. 
Assistant  Auditor-Greneral. 
Conunissioners'  Court  of  Requests,  Galle. 
Police  magistrates  of  Bentotte. 

Calpentyro. 


}9 

Port  Pedro. 

5> 

Chavagacherri. 

99 

Cayto. 

9i 

Negombo. 

J) 

Gampola. 

it 

Rickellegaskedde. 

jj 

Avishawelle. 

)> 

Madamallatenne. 

99 

Matele. 

• 
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CEVLON.  ^th  Class. 

Commissioner  of  Loan  Board. 
Secretary  to  Central  School  Commission. 

[Civil  Engineer. 
Eight  Assistants  to  <  Surveyor-General. 

(Commissioner  of  Roads. 
Commissioners  Court  of  Requests,  Newera  Ellia. 

Thus  it  appears  that  50  gentlemen,  differing  as  much  in  point  of  age  as  they 
probably  do  in  qualifications,  have  been  admitted,  imder  the  pressure  of 
circumstances,  and  without  any  special  preparation,  except  in  a  few  instances, 
for  their  new  duties  within  the  mystic  circle  of  ''the  service." 

However  unavoidable  the  adoption  of  this  course  may  have  been,  the  fact 
itself  has  materially  modified  the  original  constitution  of  the  service;  and 
while  it  has  unsettled  the  minds  of  the  older  members  of  that  body,  it  acted  as 
a  warning  to  those  more  recently  admitted,  that  they  must  be  prepared  to  see 
others  introduced  into  the  service,  and  perhaps  advanced  with  rapidity  over 
their  heads. 

It  is  evident  that  Ceylon  is  in  many  respects  entering  upon  the  first  stage  of 
a  state  of  transition  in  its  social  condition.  The  nimiber  of  European  settlers 
is  increasing;  they  are  gradually  acquiring  the  native  languages,  and  learning 
the  national  usages;  while  the  natives  themselves  are  becoming  daily  more 
anxious  to  have  their  children  educated  in  the  English  tongue.  The  question, 
therefore,  arises  as  to  what  is  to  be  the  future  prospect  of  the  "  Civil  Service,** 
and  how  or  by  what  rule  the  various  offices  of  Government,  the  highest  as  well 
as  the  lowest,  are  to  be  in  future  recruited. 

To  revert  to  the  original  theory  of  service  would  seem  to  be  impossible  and 
scarcely  desirable.  Above  all  to  what  extent  will  the  appointment  of  writers 
be  advisable,  or  how  far  shall  we  be  justified  in  raising  hopes  in  their  minds 
which  subsequent  events  may  very  imperfectly  fulfil  ? 

The  subject  is  full  of  difficulties ;  and  although  I  am  not  prepared  to  recopi- 
mend  that  the  Civil  Service  should  be  entirely  broken  up,  I  think  I  have 
already  given  sufficient  reasons  for  submitting  that  not  more  than  two  writers 
(at  most)  should  be  at  present  appointed. 

I  think  it  cannot  be  too  distinctly  impressed  upon  the  members  of  the  Civil 
Service,  that  the  fact  of  being  included  within  the  schedules  does  not  of  itself 
constitute  any  abstract  claim  to  promotion. 

Nevertheless,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  and  where  the  qualifications  of 
individuals  were  adequate,  I  should  be  disposed  to  concede  to  them  a  prefer- 
ence, which  would  be  justly  due  to  their  previous  services,  and  would  be  an 
appropriate  stimulus  to  their  future  exertions. 

But  even  in  this  point  of  view  I  would  regard  it  as  a  tacit  concession,  rather 
than  an  admitted  rule  of  action.  I  think  that  the  Governor  should  scarcely 
be  precluded  from  bringing  directly  into  the  service  any  individual  possessed 
of  peculiar  qualifications  for  a  particular  office,  whatever  that  office  might  be, 
subject  of  course  to  the  approval  and  confirmation  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

At  present  the  Governor  does  not  possess  that  power,  except  as  to  the 
appointment  of  police  magistrates,  and  partially  of  writers;  although  practi- 
cally the  appointment  of  gentlemen  as  assistants  to  the  Civil  Engineer  or  Com* 
missioner  of  Boads  has  opened  another  inlet  into  the  Civil  Service. 

An  important  question  also  arises  as  to  the  propriety,  or  otherwise,  of 
separating  the  judicial  from  the  revenue  branches  of  the  service,  or  of  throwing 
open  the  former  altogether. 

District  judges,  very  few  of  whom  have  been  brought  up  to  the  profession, 
have  frequent  complaints  made  against  them  for  their  inefficiency  or  remiss- 
ness. The  arrears  of  business  are  large  in  nearly  all  the  local  Courts ;  while 
the  district  judges  are  generally  looking  towards  the  Revenue  Department  for 
promotion,  and  have  therefore  less  disposition  to  concentrate  their  nunds  and 
energies  upon  their  judicial  functions. 

In  the  Police  Courts  the  administration  of  criminal  justice  has  been  exceed- 
ingly imperfect.  The  abolition  of  the  native  forms  of  swearing,  and  the 
difficulties  arising  from  the  falsehood  and  contradictions  of  native  testimony, 
have  added  largely  to  all  the  other  perplexities;  more  than  ordinary  judg- 
ment and  experience  are  therefore  required  on  the  part  of  all  those  who  are 
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concerned  in  the  administration  of  the  law  in  this  colony.    Such  qualifications        cbylon. 
are  scarcely  to  be  expected  in  a  young  writer  not  long  admitted  into  the  service. 

If,  however,  the  revenue  branch  were  alone  reserved  for  writers,  the  range 
of  offices  open  to  them  being  very  limited  and  advancement  proportionably 
slow,  the  number  appointed  must  necessarily  be  very  restricted.  In  fact  a 
writer  has  no  very  brilliant  prospect  before  him :  the  small  salary  of  200/. 
a-year  in  an  expensive  country,  the  loss  of  a  portion  of  it,  if  he  be  appointed  to 
an  acting  police  magtetracy ;  and  the  necessity,  according  to  the  present  regu- 
lations, of  serving  for  not  less  a  period  than  35  years  in  a  tropical  climate  (if  he 
chance  to  retain  even  a  moderate  degree  of  health),  before  he  can  be  entitled 
to  a  pension,  although  he  must  have  contributed  to  the  Pension  Fund,  are  not 
very  tempting  Inducements  to  a  young  writer.  In  reality  many  difficulties  and 
discouragements  lie  in  the  way  of  the  civil  servants  of  Ceylon,  which  the 
length  of  this  Despatch  does  not  permit  me  to  enlarge  upon. 

The  observations  which  I  have  already  made  will  suffice  to  invite  your 
Lordship's  attention  to  the  subject.  The  only  distinct  questions  I  have  to  submit 
for  your  consideration  are,  as  to  the  number  of  writers,  and  their  prospects 
both  present  and  future ;  the  introduction  of  gentlemen  into  the  service  (if 
occasion  require  it)  possessing  qualifications  peculiarly  fitted  for  particular 
offices,  without  passing  through  the  lower  grades  of  the  service;  the  separation, 
either  complete  or  partial,  of  the  judicial  from  the  revenue  branches,  and  a 
modification  of  the  existing  pension  scheme,  so  far  as  to  permit  those  who  do 
not  wish  to  participate  in  its  future  benefits  to  be  relieved  from  the  annual 
abatements  from  their  salaries  which  are  now  made  on  account  of  the  Pension 
Fund.  Another  question  also  suggests  itself,  viz.,  whether  the  public  servants 
who  have  been  employed  in  this  colony  with  perfect  satisfaction  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  whose  constitutions  may  have  become  debilitated,  or  their  energies 
enfeebled  by  the  effects  of  climate,  might  not  have  the  prospect  held  out  to 
them  of  being  appointed  to  situations  in  other  colonies,  where  their  energies 
would  be  restored  and  their  experience  become  valuable  to  the  public  service. 

I  am  quite  sensible  that  I  have  rather  suggested  difficulties  to  your  Lordship 
than  any  satisfactory  mode  of  solving  them ;  but  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  submit 
these  remarks  upon  the  important  subject  of  the  public  administration  of  this 
colony  for  your  Lordship's  consideration. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.         &c.  &c.     _^__^^__^__^ 

(No.  153.)  No.  4.  No.  4. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo, 
November  11,  1847. 
Mr  Lord,  {Received  December  28,  1847.) 

In  compliance  with  the  instructions  conveyed  to  me  in  your  Lordship's  No.  ec.  Aug.  6, 1 84 7 
Despatches  noted  in  the  margin,  and  with  reference  to  my  former  communica-  No.9o,8ep.2ij847 
tions  upon  the  same  subject  of  the  8th*  July  and  Sthf  June  last,  I  have  now  the  i^^^l\\'^^^* 
honour  to  submit  to  your  Lordship  a  careful  report  upon  the  origin  of  the        t  Page  5. 

paper  money  of  Ceylon ;  the  history  of  the  former  financial  difliculties  of  the k 

colony,  and  an  account  of  the  precise  position  in  which  it  at  present  stands, 
with  regard  to  its  paper  circulation  and  its  general  monetary  condition. 

The  report  which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  was  nearly  completed, 
according  to  the  instructions  which  I  had  already  given,  before  I  had  the 
advantage  of  perusing  the  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, addressed  to  one  of  your  Lordship's  Under-Secretaries,  of  the  31st  August 
las^  which  was  enclosed  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  No.  90,  of  the  21st 
September ;  and  I  have  not  failed  to  ascertain  that  all  the  former  communica- 
tions upon  this  subject,  to  which  my  attention  was  drawn,  have  been  carefully 
examined,  and  a  special  reference  made  to  them  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

Although  I  am  well  aware  that  the  financial  history  of  Ceylon  must  be 
perfectly  known  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  earliest 
period,  it  nevertheless  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  favourable  opportunity  for  bring- 
ing together,  in  a  condensed  and  consecutive  form,  the  most  complete  account 
which  the  public  records  would  enable  me  to  procure,  of  the  peculiar  monetary 
position  of  the  colony,  from  the  very  commencement  of  the  British  occupation. 
The  actual  financial  condition  of  Ceylon  would,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  derive 
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CBYLON.  much  elucidatioii  from  the  entire  hirtory  of  the  past^  and  the  prospeols  or 
requirements  of  the  future  would  be  best  ascertained  by  a  clear  and  eirciun- 
stautial  statement  as  to  its  present  position. 

In  the  interesting  report  to  which  I  refer,  and  up<m  which  much  laboor  and 
very  careful  attention  has  been  bestowed,  is  contained  the  fullest  information 
xxpoa  all  the  points  adverted  to  by  your  Lordship.  And,  indeed,  with  a  view 
to  complete  as  far  as  possible  the  whole  circle  of  this  important  inquiry,  the 
question  of  the  current  value  of  the  rupee  in  this  colony,  mmI  tl^  operation  of 
the  exchanges  in  their  influence  upon  the  circulation  of  coined  mioney,  and  the 
peculiar  commercial  position  of  Ceylon  as  regards  its  intercourse  with  Ae 
neighbouring  continent  of  India,  whose  influence  over  it  is  so  extensive,  all 
these  points  have  been  carefully  coi^dered.  Nor  have  I  mnitted  to  inquire 
into  the  influence  which  is  exercised  by  the  local  banks,  which  have  only  beeia 
established  within  the  last  four  or  five  years,  over  the  geoieral  circulatimi  of 
the  island  and  its  ordinary  mercantile  transactions. 

It  will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  repeat  in  detail  any  of  the  facts  and  reaaoor' 
ings  which  are  elaborately  set  forth  in  the  report ;  but  I  cannot  withhold  from 
your  Lordship  the  general  conclusions  at  which  I  have  arrived. 

The  actual  paper  money  of  the  Government,  expressed  in  sterling  denominah 
tion,  was  introduced  at  the  request  of  Sir  Edward  Barnes,  to  take  the  place  of 
the  old  rix-doUar  notes,  which  were  gradually  withdrawn  and  cancelled,  bat 
did  not  entirely  disappear  from  circulaticm  imtil  the  close  of  the  year  1831  or 
beginning  of  1832. 

The  rix-dollar  notes  were  first  introduced  by  the  Honourable  Mr.  North  in 
1801,  as  a  substitute  for  copper  money,  which  was  at  that  time  the  only  circu- 
lating medium  in  the  colony.  But  in  a  very  short  time  the  issue  of  paper 
money,  which  was  originally  only  to  the  extent  of  10,000/.,  was  iarther  resorted 
to  not  merely  for  the  sake  of  public  convenience,  as  a  substitute  for  copper, 
but  as  an  easy  though  avowedly  not  very  safe  mode  of  adding  to  the  available 
ways  and  means  of  Government.  In  reality,  the  colony  was  in  debt  when  we 
took  it  over  from  the  Dutch ;  we  adopted  that  debt,  so  far  as  to  take  upon 
ourselves  to  pay  interest  (which  we  still  do)  upon  the  principal  of  the  out- 
standing promissory  notes  of  the  Dutch  government,  which  were  called  in 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  capitulation,  and  certificates  issued  i)y  the  British 
Government  in  their  place.  The  circulation  of  the  island  was,  therefore,  sud- 
denly diminished  by  the  total  amount  of  the  Dutch  promissory  notes,  a  great 
part  of  which,  however,  were  found  lying  in  the  public  treasuries.  Copper 
money  then  only  remained  in  circulation ;  the  silver  had  been  all  carried  out 
of  the  island,  and  never  returned  in  the  course  of  trade ;  even  the  copper  would 
also  have  been  carried  out  of  the  island  to  purchase  food  had  it  been  in  cur- 
rency on  the  opposite  coast,  which  it  was  not.  The  only  prospect  which  Mr- 
North  appears  to  have  had  of  getting  any  silver  back  again,  was  by  the  antici- 
pated pearl  fishery,  which  was,  however,  delayed  for  many  years. 

The  paper  rix-dollars  having  been  once  re-introduced,  formed  a  tempting 
resource  for  partially  meeting  the  exigencies  of  Government,  and  it  soon 
became  not  simply  a  representative  of  coin,  but  a  substitute  for  it.  Year  after 
year  the  expenses  of  Ceylon  far  exceeded  its  receipts ;  each  successive  Governor 
increased  the  issues  of  paper-money  to  the  utmost  limits  (aud  even  beyond 
them)  to  which  it  was  safe  to  venture.  Debentures  bearing  9  per  cent,  interest 
were  soon  had  recourse  to,  and  these  were  ultimately  converted  into  a  loan  for 
seven  years.  The  flattering  hopes  which  were  long  cherished,  of  valuable 
future  pearl  fisheries,  and  of  the  productiveness  of  the  rigid  cinnamon  mono- 
poly, aided  by  the  confident  belief  that  the  supposed  natural  richness  of  the 
soil  would  soon  enable  the  local  authorities  to  raise  a  large  revenue  from  it, 
appears  to  have  partially  reconciled  the  home  Government  to  the  necessity  for 
making  large  temporary  advances  to  the  colony.  During  the  20  years  which 
elapsed  between  18 11  and  1831,  not  less  than  a  million  and  a  half  sterling  was 
paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  mother-country  on  account  of  Ceylon,  in  addition 
to  that  portion  of  the  military  and  naval  expenditure  which  was  defrayed  by 
the  departments  in  England ;  so  delusive  were  the  hopes  which  were  expressed, 
that  Ceylon  would  be  able,  at  some  time  qt  other,  to  defray  not  only  the  whole 
of  its  own  expenses,  but  also  to  contribute  to  the  resources  of  the  mother- 
country  out  of  its  exuberant  wealth. 

Happily  the  present  amount  of  outstanding  Government  notes,  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  about  87,400/^  is  the  only  remaining  portion  of  the  unpaid  debt 
of  Ceylon.    Repeated  directions  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  giveij  by  su<> 
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ce80i?e  Secretaries  of  State,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Lords  of  H&c  Majesty's 
Treasury,  not  only  thiat  the  amount  of  these  notes  should  not  on  any  account 
he  increased,  but  that  they  should  be  gradually  paid  off,  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  any  surplus  revenue  that  might  accrue.  The  state  of  the  finances,  however, 
sever  appears  to  have  rendered  such  a  step  practicable.  Whatever  portion  of 
the  GiwenmieDt  notes  has  at  any  time  been  paid  off,  has  been  provided  for  out 
rf  the  funds  of  the  mother-country.  The  unpaid  amount  of  87,400^.  has 
rtmamed  stationary  ever  since  1835,  when  a  reluctant  permission  was  given  by 
Lord  Aberdeen  for  the  retention  of  the  notes  (with  a  distinct  prohibition 
agairat  any  increased  issue),  on  the  ground  that  the  amount  did  not  then  much 
^u^eed  the  average  balances  of  coin  in  the  public  chests. 

But  the  whole  of  the  fetcts  connected  with  the  paper  circulation  are  clearly 
stated  in  the  accompanying  pa})er,  and  I  need  not  Airther  enlarge  upon  them. 
I  would  only  remark  tnat  the  notes  are  readily  received  by  the  native  traders^ 
as  well  as  by  Eurc^peans,  in  payment,  but  that  a  large  portion  of  them  are  so 
much  defaced  and  worn  out,  that  a  new  issue  will  soon  be  required  to  replace 
them  if  the  Grovemment  paper-monejr  is  to  be  retained  at  its  present  amount 

I  beg  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  returns  respecting  the  state  of  the 
€iovermxN9it  paper  currency,  which  were  recommended  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  to  be  annually  furnished,  in  the  letter  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
addressed  to  Mr.  Under  Secretary  Stephen,  No.  36,  4th  March,  1840,  but  which 
have  been  omitted  since  1844.  From  these  tables  it  will  be  apparent  that  the 
comparative  quantity  of  notes  in  current  circulation  and  in  the  several  Govern- 
ment chests  on  the  31st  August  in  each  of  the  last  three  years  was  as  follows : — 

GrovERHMBNT  N0TB8  out  OH  the  31st  August  iH  each  of  the  following  Years. 


GKTLON. 


Ib  the  GenenI  Treamiry  and  in  the  Provincial  Chests 
In  general  circnlation  .••••«••• 

Total 


1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

£. 

53,572 
28,878 

£. 

63,408 
24,042 

£. 
48,084 
39,366 

87,450 

87,450 

«T,450 

2. 


3. 


Very  soon  after  my  arrival  in  Ceylon  it  became  evident  to  me  that  much 
de»rable  information  would  be  obtained  by  requiring  a  mcmthly  return  to  be 
furnished  to  me  regularly  of  the  state  of  the  cash  balances,  both  in  the  general 
treasury  and  in  each  of  the  six  principal  cutcherriesy  made  up  to  the  last  day 
of  each  month.  I  have  now  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  an  ab- 
stract of  tiiese  returns  for  the  months  of  Ja^e,  July,  August  and  S^tember^ 
and  I  propose  to  continue  the  same  practice  for  the  future,  in  order  that  your 
Lordship  may  be  at  all  times  in  possession  of  full  information  upon  these  im- 
portant particulars. 

From  an  inspection  of  these  returss  you?  Lordship  will  perceive,  first,  that 
the  Government  notes  in  the  several  public  chests  have  always  been  counted  as 
cash  in  hand;  and,  secondly,  that  after  deducting  the  amount  of  deposits 
belonging  to  private  individuals  lying  in  the  provincial  cutcherries,  the  sum 
remaining  available  for  the  purposes  of  Government,  including  even  the  notes  on 
Ittnd,  has,  witiiin  the  period  referred  to,  scarcely  equalled,  md  never  exceeded 
at  the  end  of  Hie  month,  the  total  amount  of  Government  notes,  which,  by  the 
first  series  of  taUes,  was  shown  to  be  87450Z.  In  other  words^  the  amount  of 
specie  in  all  the  Government  chests  hasjust  equalled,  and  barely  so,  the  amount 
of  notes  in  current  circulation. 

On  a  reference  to  the  Auditor-General,  I  further  gather,  that  on  the  30th 
September  last,  the  probable  credits  and  deHts  of  the  colony  beyond  the  limits 
thereof,  that  is,  in  the  presidencies  of  India,  in  Hong  Kong,  and  in  London,  as 
nearly  as  pomble  balanced  each  other.  And  hence  your  Lordship  will  arrive 
at  the  conclusion  that,  out  of  the  large  balance  not  long  since  supposed  to  be 
standing  at  the  credit  of  Ceylon,  little,  if  anything  really  remains  except  the 
Grovemment  notes.  The  value,  however,  of  the  stores  remaining  in  the  com- 
missariat, and  of  the  implem^its,  provisions,  and  building  materials  not  issued, 
belonging  to  Government,  amounts  probably  to  about  40,000/.,  which,  although 
not  hitherto  reckoned  among  the  credits  of  Government^  must  really  be  consi- 
dered as  a  balance  in  its  iavour. 

I  beg  here  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  the  credit  of  the  Government  notes 
k  perfect;  and  I  shall  not  fail  to  adopt  every  precaution,  according  to  your  ^QOQ iC 
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^^^2^'        Lordship's  instructions,  to  prevent  any  doubt  being  created  as  to  their  foemg 
*"  continued  in  circulation. 

With  respect  to  the  tivo  local  banks,  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  united 
paper  circulation  of  the  banks  and  the  Government  conjoined  is  not  larger  now 
than  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  Government  alone  was  in  1841  (before  the 
banks  were  opened),  when  it  was  stated  by  Mr.  Stewart  Mackenzie  that  aevenr 
eighths  of  the  whole  of  the  Government  paper  money  was  in  current  circulation* 
But  in  the  memi  time  the  commercial  business  of  the  community  has  largely 
increased,  so  that,  as  justly  observed  in  the  Report,  the  effect  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  banks  has  apparently  been  to  facilitate  the  transaction  of  business 
without  the  interchange  of  money. 

In  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  21st  September,  I  perceive  that  possibly 
there  might  be  no  objection,  under  proper  regulations,  to  authorize  the  issue  of 
,  10^.  notes  in  this  colony.  Much  probable  advantage  might  be  derived  from  the 
adoption  of  such  a  measure.  Among  the  planters  and  merchants  there  is  fre- 
quently a  strong  opinion  expressed  in  favour  of  notes  even  of  smaller  ammmt, 
and  recommendations  appear  to  have  been  sent  home  within  the  last  few  years, 
that  notes  of  7«.  6d.  and  of  5s.  should  be  authorized.  I  think  that  notes  of  less 
than  10^,  value  are  not  absolutely  required^  and  that  some  inconveoiences 
might  result  from  their  use. 

But  a  larger  and  more  controverted  question  still  presents  itself  for  consider- 
ation,  namely,  as  to  the  effect  which  the  establishment  of  Banks  of  Issue  must 
have  upon  the  commercial  transactions  of  a  colony,  and  its  monetary  positiom. 
Upon  this  difficult  question  I  bow  with  submission  to  your  Lordship's  superior 
discernment,  and  it  will  be  my  duty  to  carry  out  the  instructions  which  your 
Lordship  may  be  pleased  to  convey  to  me  with  zeal,  discretion,  and  energy. 

I  have  perused  with  much  interest  and  attention  the  instructions  transmitted 
by  your  Lordship's  orders,  to  the  Governor  of  New  Zealand,  upon  the  question 
of  a  paper  currency,  a  copy  of  which  was  enclosed  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch 
•  Page  323.  of  lY^Q  6ti^»  August  last.  ft  would  not  become  me  to  enter  farther  at  present  into 
the  consideration  of  this  question  than  to  observe,  with  the  utmost  deference  to 
your  Lordship's  views  (as  I  cpngeive  jt  to  be  my  duty  to  do),  that,  however, 
the  circumstances  of  New  Zealand  may  call  for  the  application  of  those  instruc- 
tions to  that  colony,  the  position  of  Ceylon,  as  regards  its  financial  relations,  is 
of  so  peculiar  a  nature  that  I  cannot  but  doubt  the  feasibility  of  their  applica- 
tion to  this  colony.  The  accompanying  Report  enters  fully  injto  the  question  of 
the  commercial  relations  of  this  colony,  and  I  will  therefore  merely  request 
vour  Lordship's  attention  to  the  observations  upon  that  subject  contained  in  the 
latter  part  .of  the  paper.  It  may  be  doubted  if  a  similar  state  of  things  exists 
in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

I  cannot  but  express  my  full  concurrence  in  the  view  taken  in  the  Report  of 
the  expediency  of  retaining  the  current  value  of  the  rupee  in  Ceylon  at  its 
present  rate  of  2*.  sterling ;  which  in  fact  a]|[^)ears  to  be  simply  a  fixed  instead 
of  a  fluctuating  rate  of  exchange,  and  the  operation  of  which  is  in  the  long-run 
beneficial  alike  to  the  Government  and  to  the  community  at  large- 

I  cannot  conclude  this  Despatch  without  alluding  to  aproposal  which  was  not 
very  long  ago  made  privately  to  Government,  by  the  manager  of  the  Oriental 
Bank,  respecting  the  Government  notes.  I  do  so,  not  with  the  view  of  sup- 
porting it  at  present,  but  in  order  that  no  information  may  be  withheld  from 
your  Lordship.  It  was  to  the  effect,  first,  that  if  the  Government  would  receive 
the  notes  of  the  **  Oriental  Bank  "  in  payment  at  the  public  offices,  and  conduct 
their  financial  business  through  the  bank,  the  directors  of  the  chief  establish- 
ment at  Bombay  would  authorize  the  local  managers  to  deposit  in  the  hands  of 
Government  an  amount  of  paper  of  the  East  India  Company  equal  to  half  the 
average  circulation  of  notes  and  also  of  the  Government  deposits,  as  an  absolute 
security  for  the  bank's  issues  and  liabilities  to  Government.  2ndly.  That  an 
amount  of  coin  or  bullion  equal  to  any  amount  that  the  circulation  and 
Government  deposits  might  exceed  the  amount  of  securities  before-mentioned 
should  be  set  apart  exclusively  to  meet  those  liabilities. 

3rd.  Monthly  returns  of  the  circulation  and  Government  Deposits,  and  of  the 
specie  set  apartt  o  met  the  m,  should  be  rendered  to  Government 

4th.  That  the  bank  would  pay  off  all  the  out-standing  Government  notes, 
according  as  they  might  be  presented  for  payment,  at  a  moderate  rate  of  in-, 
terest  to  be  charged  to  Government  imtil  the  debt  should  be  cancelled. 

Undoubtedly  some  little  expense  might  be  saved  to  Government  by  adoptintp 
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a  caatioiis  measure  of  this  descripticm ;  and  I  may  observe  that  at  all  the  Pie-        ceylon. 
sidencies  of  India,  the  East  India  Company  have  materially  reduced  the  trea- 
sury ex(>en8es,  by  employing  the  banks  as  their  monetary  agents.    Nevertheless, 
at  die  present  moment  I  am  not  prepared  to  recommend  that  such  a  measure 
should  be  precipitately  adopted  here. 

In  conclusion,  i  trust  my  Lord»  that  in  the  course  of  this  Despatch  and  in 
the  accompanying  documents,  I  may  have  succeeded  in  laying  before  your 
Lordship,  in  all  its  bearings,  the  fullest  inforniation  it  was  in  my  power  to  pro- 
cure upon  a-  subject  of  such  vast  interest  and  importance  as  the  monetary 
position  of  the  colony  intrusted  to  my  charge. 

'  I  have,  &c., 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  •  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.       *   &c:  ' 
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Although  the  Government  paper  money  at  present  etirrent  in  C^1ob»  ia  the  foroa  of  doIob 
payable  in  specie^  on  demand,  at  the  General  Treasury,  in  sums  of  not  less  than  one  pound 
sterling,  is  comparatively  of  recent  origin,  it  will  perhaps  be  convenieot  to  bring  together  in  this 
paper  the  complete  history  of  the  various  public  debts  incurred  by  the  Government  of  Ceykn, 
and  of  the  general  srtate  of  the  circulation  of  the  island  from  the  first  conmiencencientof  our 
administration.  The  want  of  indices  to  the  earlier  ifecords,  and  the  defacement  of  maay  of 
them  by  the  eflects  of  "damp  and'lapse  of  time,  adds  sotttewhat  to  the  difficulty  of  the  task. 

In  the  first  letter  oT  instructions  from  the  East  India  Company  to  the  Hon.  Frederick  North, 
on  his  assuming  the  Government  of  Ceylon,^  it  was  remarked  that  they  had  not  been  able  to 
ascertain  the  amount. of  ''paper  money  in  etrcnlation  before  the  capitulation.**  They  therefore 
directed  that  a  report  should  be  sent  to. them. of  its  amount  when  the  island  was cwturecL 
showing  what  part  of  it  was  "mortgaged  on  the  lands  and  buildings  of  the  late  Duldi  com- 
pany, and  what  part  was  secured  on  the  estates  and  moveables  of  individuals.*'  They  referred 
to  the  6th  Article  of  the  Capitulation,  in  which  the  English  Government  engaged  to  tsdie  up 
the  promissory  notes  of  the  local  Dutch  govemment,t  and  to  issue  eertificates  for  the  amount, 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent,  per  annum,  which  certificates,  however,  were  to  be 
given  back  to  the  Government  in  exchange  for  the  original  notes,  if  at  any  time  the  districts  we 
3ieh  held  should  be  restored  to  the  Duteh.  Under  this  stipulation  it  has  always  been  main- 
lined that  we  were  under  no  obligation  whatever  to  repay  the  principal,  but  only  the  interest 
of  that  debt.      '         ,         '         ,         , 

In  October,  1798,  ]Mr.  ^orth  replied  that  the  amount  of  Duteh  psqper  currency  for  which  1^ 
had  issued  certificates  amounted  only  to  18,055/.,  the  remainder  having  been  found  in  the  public 
treasuries,  and  cancelled.  It  appears,  however,  that  although  none  of  the  certificates  have  vp 
to  the  present  time  been  paid  off,  interest,  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent.,  continues  to  be  paid  only 
upon  the  sum  of  12,695/.,  so  that  nearly  one-third  of  the  original  certificates  must  have  been 
either  lost  or  destroyed  in  course  of  time.  Mr.  North- appears  to  have  been  greatly  straitened 
during  the  earlier  period  of  his  Government,  owing  to  the  want  of  a  due  proportion  of  circu- 
lating medium.  The  only  description  of  coined  money  then  in  use  was  the  old  Dutdi  copper 
money,  the  amount  of  which,  although  not  very  large,  was  nevertheless  inconvenient,  ana,  ^ 
Mr.  North  stated,  was  likely  to  go  on' increasing, 'because  it  was  not  in  drculation  on  the  oppo- 
site, coast.  T^e  hoped-for  pearl  fishery  was  then  regarded  as  the  only  probable  resource  by 
means  of  whic^  a  supply  .of  some  other  description  of  coined  money  might  be  attracted  to  the 
island,  as  the  .capitalists  and  speculators  who  might  resort  here  for  the  purchase  of  the  pearls 
would  be  compelled  to  pay  for  them  in  gold  and  ^ver. 

These  anticipations,  however,  were  not  realized,  for  the  fisbny  was  delayed  for  sevacal  yo8>*« 


i   «  Dated  25th  May,  1798. 
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The  iooonveueBce  of  copper  tnoaey  being  the  only  cirenlaring  medium,  and  the  insuflSdency 
of  its  amount,  induced  Mr.  North,  in  the  year  1800,  to  isAue  notes  of  the  value  of  25,  50,  and 
100  rix  dollars  each^  which  were  in  fact  only  intended  to  be  a  substitute  for  an  equal  amount  of 
oopper,  and  were  at  that  time  made  exchangeable  at  the  Treasury  on  demand.  Their  credit 
seems  to  have  been  perfect  in  the  neighbourhoxl  of  Colombo,  and  the  convenience  of  them  was 
generally  admitted.  Indeed,  they  attained  a  slight  premium  at  the  end  of  the  following  year, 
on  account  of  the  facility  with  which  they  could  be  transmitted  from  place  to  place ;  yet,  not- 
withstanding this  early  advantage,  Mr.  North  soon  be^an  to  express  his  fear  that  any  attempt 
to  increase  &b  amount  of  notes  in  circulation,  which  had  only  reached  10,000/.,  would  be  likely 
to  endanger  the  credit  of  the  Treasury.  In  order  to  add  further  to  the  resources  of  Govern- 
ment, he  caused  not  only  all  the  copper  he  could  procure  to  be  coined,  but  also  made  use  of  the 
oondemned  cannon,  which  were  brought  up  from  Trinoomali  for  a  similar  purpose.  A  large 
quantity  of  copper  was  also  procured  from  England;  and  the  experiment  was  likewise  made, 
for  the  first  time,  of  introducing  a  small  quantity  of  silver  rix  dollars,  corned  expressly  for  the 
ieUrndf  in  the  hope  of  preventing  the  exportation  of  them  to  other  parts. 

The  real  value  of  these  rix  dollars  was  only  U.  %d.  sterling,  but  it  was  intended  that  they 
should  be  current  in  Ceylon  at  the  rate  of  2«.  Id.  The  amount  of  them  issued  was,  however, 
very  limited,  scarcely  exceeding  8000/.  in  value.  But  the  excess  in  the  expenditure  over  the 
revenue  of  the  island  was  far  too  lar^e  to  be  even  temporarily  met  by  these  minor  resources, 
even  aided  by  further  issues  of  rix  dolkr  notes.  In  addition  to  the  proceeds  of  heavy  bills 
drawn  upon  the  British  Treasury,  debentures,  bearing  heavy  interest  at  the  rate  of  mn^ />er 
cen/.  per  camum,  were  issued  to  the  civil  servants  in  1802,  in  anticipation  of  a  prospective  in- 
erease  in  the  revenue ;  and  Mr.  North  expressed  a  hope  that  he  should  be  able  still  further  to 
iacreaise  the  issue  of  rix  dollar  notes  without  danger  of  discredit.  In  his  letter  to  Lord  Hobart, 
of  the  10th  S^tember,  1802,  he  could  give  no  more  encouraging  prospect  of  the  finances  of 
the  colony  than  that  the  ''issue  of  debentures  (to  the  extent  of  about  100,000  rix  dollars),  the 
demand  for  papw  money,  and  the  augmentation  of  the  territorial  revenue  would,  he  hoped, 
enable  him  to  ^  through  the  next  year  with  a  supply  of  100,000/.  sterling  from  the  British 
Treasury,  indudmg  the  King*s  subsistence  of  the  troops/' 

llius  it  is  evident  that,  from  the  earliest  period  of  our  occupation,  the  paper  money  of  Ceylon 
originated  in  a  deficiency  of  the  legitimate  resources  of  the  Government  to  meet  its  current 
expenditure,  including,  however,  the  entire  maintenance  of  the  military  force  on  the  one  side  of 
the  account,  and  the  proceeds  of  large  drafts  upon  the  British  Treasury  upon  the  other. 

Although  the  paper  issue  of  Ceylon  was  at  that  time  not  lar^e  in  amount,  and  payable  onlv 
ia  copper,  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  in  the  following  year,  1803,  Mr.  North,  in  his  despatch 
of  20th  April,  stated  that  he  had  reason  to  fear  for  the  credit  of  the  notes,  so  great  had  been 
the  dMsand  for  copper  at  the  Treasury ;  and  that  an  annual  supply  of  copper  money  from 
England  would  for  some  time  to  come  be  necessary,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  keep  any 

rintity  of  notes  in  circulation.  In  the  following  year  he  made  it  a  subject  of  congratulation 
t  he  had  not  been  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  our  increased  issue  of  notes  owing  to  a 
want  of  ready  cash  to  meet  his  current  expenses.  Nevertheless,  during  that  year,  1804,  (when 
we  were  for  the  first  time  more  or  less  at  war  with  the  Kinff  of  Kandy,)  the  total  expenditure 
of  this  Grovernment  exceeded  its  legitimate  revenue  by  no  kss  a  sum  than  240,000/.,  and  the 
Colonial  debt  went  on  increasing. 

In  1805,  the  debenture  debt  alone  amounted  to  little  short  of  1,000,000  dollars.  It  would 
profit  little  to  trace  with  any  greater  degree  of  minuteness  the  progress  of  the  early  financial 
difficulties  of  Ceylon.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  remark  that  the  deficiency  continued  for  many 
years  to  be  met,  not  only  by  drafts  upon  the  British  Treasury,  and  by  bills  on  the  Presidencies 
of  India,  but  also  by  a  continued  issue  of  debentures,  and  an  increase  in  the  current  paper 
money.  Yet  the  impression  prevailed  so  strongly  at  home,  that  the  pearl  fishery  and  the 
einnamon  monopoly  would  ultimately  prove  to  be  sources  of  great  wealth,  that  confident 
anticipations  were  expressed  that  Ceylon  would  at  some  future  time,  not  only  be  able  to  pay 
the  whole  of  its  own  expenses,  but  would  likewise  contribute  largely  to  the  resources  of  the 
mother  country  out  of  its  exuberant  riches. 

So  delusive,  however,  did  these  sanguine  hopes  prove  in  reality  to  be,  that  Sir  Robert 
Brownrigg  found  himself  under  the  necessity,  even  in  1812,  of  reporting  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,*  mat  it  was  his  intention  to  increase  the  issue  of  current  notes  to  the  extent  of  5  or  6  lacs 
of  rupees,  '^  as  an  advantageous  substitute  for  either  drawing  upon  the  British  Treasury  or  for 
issuing  more  debentures  bearing  interest.'' 

The  reply  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  this  communication  was  remarkable,!  as  it  appeared 
to  convey  the  impression  that  the  issue  of  notes  in  this  instance  was  simply  a  matter  of  con- 
venience, not  one  of  necessity.  It  was  remarked,  that  ''although  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury 
are  in  general  unwilling  to  sanction  either  the  establishment  or  the  increase  of  paper  circulation, 
yet  in  this  particular  instance  they  are  disposed  to  authorize  an  issue  of  that  nature,  provided 
that  the  amount  be  restricted  so  as  in  no  case  to  exceed  the  amount  of  balances  in  the  Treasury 
and  in  the  Cutcherries."  It  was  at  the  same  time  directed  that  the  average  amount  of  those 
balances  should  be  ascertained,  by  calculating  the  average  at  the  end  of  every  three  montiis 
from  the  weekly  statements  furnished  by  the  different  Treasuries. 

The  above  rule  for  limiting  the  issues  of  paper  money  does  not  appear  to  have  been  ever 
strictly  followed.  Apprehension  was  expressed  by  Sir  Robert  Brownrigg,  even  in  1814,  that 
the  ''  depression  of  public  credit  would  be  aggravated"  by  any  attempt  to  increase  still  further 
the  quantity  of  current  notes  from  which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  obtain.     At  the  same  time  he 
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felt  himself  under  the  necessity  of  issuing  a  new  form  of  debenture,  the  principal  of  which  was 
made  payable  by  drails  on  the  British  Treasury,  while  the  interest  was  to  be  paid  out  of 
Colonial  funds. 

Some  relief  was  afforded  by  the  gradual  transfer  of  the  military  expenses  to  the  English 
estabUshment,  and  the  rate  of  interest  upon  the  outstanding  debentures  wad  at  length  reduced 
from  9  to  6  per  cent.  Nevertheless,  the  government  of  Ceylon  went  on  for  many  years  increas- 
ing its  debt ;  and  in  1815  a  distinct  loan  was  raised  in  preference  to  increasing  the  amount  of  the 
debentures,  for  the  space  of  seven  years,  to  the  extent  of  100,000/.,  at  the  recommendation  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,*  and  it  was  made  chargeable  upon  the  funds  of  the  mother  country. 
Upon  the  face  of  the  certificates  it  was  distinctly  stated  that  the  '^  bearer  bad  paid  into  the 
Treasury  the  within-named  sum  in  rix  dollar  notes  of  the  paper  currency  of  Ceylon." 

In  1825,  a  general  measure  was  adopted  for  placing  the  currency  upon  a  uniform  footing 
throughout  all  the  British  Colonies ;  and  with  this  view,  it  was  also  cleclared  that  the  payment 
of  Is.  6d.  British  sterling  money  in  silver,  should  be  equivalent  in  Ceylon  to  1  rix  dollar,  either 
of  paper  money  or  of  silver  of  the  local  coinage.  At  the  same  time  very  distinct  instructions 
were  given  by  iLord  Bathurst,f  that  ^'  no  further  issue  of  debentures,  or  of  any  other  species  of 
security,  should  on  any  account  be  made  to  any  person  whatsoever.'* 

In  the  year  1832,  very  strong  animadversions  were  made  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  b  a 
Minute  of  the  18th  September,  upon  the  long  course  of  excessive  expenditure  whidi  had  been 
followed  in  Ceylon.  The  following  extract  from  that  Minute  gives  a  remarkable  picture  of  the 
monetary  condition  of  the  island: — ''From  the  year  1811  to  1823,  my  Lords  observed  the 
advances  of  the  mother  country  in  aid  of  the  resources  of  Ceylon,  and  independently  of  the 
military  and  naval  services  provided  for  in  the  estimates  of  departments  at  home,  bad  amounted 
to  926,000/.  From  1823  to  1827,  the  excess  of  expenditure  was  met  by  increased  issues  of 
debentures  (although  such  a  proceeding  had  been  prohibited  in  1825),  and  by  the  appropria- 
tion of  money  which  had  been  set  apart  with  the  intention  of  providing  a  sinking  fund  for  the 
redemption  of  those  debentures.  From  1827  to  1831,  the  sums  supplied  by  the  mother  country 
to  cover  the  excess  of  expenditure,  and  for  liquidating  the  debentures  after  the  sinking  fund  was 
exhausted,  amounted  to  not  less  than  500,000/.**  But  it  must  be  observed  that  the  entire 
debenture  debt  was  not  extinguished  until  the  close  of  1832. 

In  the  same  despatch  from  Lord  Bathurst,  which  prohibited  the  further  issue  of  debentures,^ 
before  alluded  to,  it  was  likewise  directed  that  the  rix  dollar  notes  then  in  circulation  should 
be  gradually  withdrawn  and  cancelled ;  and  that  whatever  surplus  revenue  might  accrue 
should  be  applied  to  this  specific  purpose,  and  the  cancelled  notes  sent  home  as  vouchers  to  the 
account.  But  Sir  Edward  Barnes  argued  strongly  against  the  entire  withdrawal  of  the  paper 
currency,§  principally  on  the  ground  that  the  facility  and  convenience  with  which  it  could  be 
transmitted  into  the  interior  gave  it  some  advantages,  and,  indeed,  that  if  it  were  to  be  sud» 
denlv  withdrawn,  there  would  be  a  deficiency  in  the  amount  of  circulating  medium  requisite 
for  the  ordinary  commercial  transactions.  In  point  of  fact,  the  state  of  the  public  finances  did 
Tiot  admit  of  the  entire  withdrawal  of  the  notes  then  in  circulation,  amounting  to  about 
100,000/.,  however  strongly  it  may  have  been  urged. 

Sir  Edward  Barnes  recommended  ||  that  the  paper  money  should  not  be  reduced  below 
80,000/. ;  but  instead  of  the  old  rix  dollar  notes  being  retained^  he  strongly  adnsed  that  notes 
expressed  in  sterling,  varying  from  1  /.  to  50/.  in  value^  should  be  substituted  for  them ;  and  also 
that  notes  of  the  value  of  only  10^.  and  5s.  should  be  permitted  to  be  circulated  in  this 
island,  on  account  of  the  peculiar  inconvenience  which  would  result  from  the  withdrawal  of  all 
the  notes  of  small  denomination,  and  the  many  advantages  which  the  small  rix  dollar  notes 
had  been  found  to  possess.  But  he  felt  bound  at  the  same  time  to  report  that  "  forgery  of 
the  rix  dollar  notes  had  been  practised  with  surprising  dexterity  and  success,  by  a  partial 
alteration  of  the  words  and  figures  in  the  body  of  the  note,  so  as  to  give  it  a  higher  value  than 
its  real  one.*'  He  at  the  same  time  observeJ,  that  during  the  preceding  five  years  notes  of 
the  value  of  about  65,000/.  had  been  paid  off,  principally  through  the  aid  of  remittances  of 
coin  sent  from  England.  The  proposal  to  substitute  notes  expressed  in  sterling  for  rix  dollar 
notes  was  acceded  to  by  Lord  Bathurst  in  1826,^  but  with  the  proviso  that  no  notes  of  any 
lower  denomination  than  1/.  sterling  should  under  any  circumstances  be  issued. 

A  supply  of  blank  notes  to  the  extent  of  100,000/.  sterling  was  shortly  afterwards  remitted 
from  England,  together  with  the  sum  of  17,000/.  in  coined  silver  and  copper;  and  orders  were 
at  the  same  time  distinctly  given,  that  *'  before  any  of  these  new  notes  should  be  issued,  a  siun 
of  old  paper  money  at  least  to  an  equal  amount  should  be  cancelled.*'  On  receiving  these 
instructions.  Sir  Edward  Barnes  appears  to  have  anticipated  to  its  full  extent  the  incon- 
venience which  he  had  before  expressed  as  likely  to  follow  from  the  sudden  withdrawal  from 
circulation  of  all  the  notes  of  small  denomination.  He  therefore  appointed  a  committee  to 
report  upon  the  effect,  which  the  proposed  measure  would  probably  have  upon  trading  opera- 
tions in  the  island  ;  and  at  their  recommendation  he  renewed  his  application  to  Lord  Bathurst, 
to  be  allowed  to  create  notes  of  the  nominal  value  of  I5s.,  7s.  6rf.,  and  Ss.  each,  expressed  in 
sterling;  and  stated  in  support  of  this  request  that  the  rix  dollar  notes  of  small  denomination 
which  were  then  current  consi  it uted  nearly  half  the  circulation,  and  that  the  convenience  of 
them  was  so  great  for  the  purpose  of  making  small  payments  which  were  the  most  common  in 
this  colony^  that  he  felt  bound  to  retain  the  notes  of  two,  five,  and  ten  rix  dollars  each,  until 

*  Letter  from  the  Treasury  to  H.  Goulburn,  Esq..  May  10,  1815. 
f  Despatch  No.  11,  March  14,  1825.  $  No.  11,  March  14,  1825. 

i  Despatch  No.  77,  of  July  26,  1825.  |i  Despatch  No.  11,  July  26,  1825. 

1  Despatch  No.  2,  of  March  23, 1826. 
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the  result  of  his  application  should  be  made  known  to  him.'^  In  addition  therefore  to  an  issue 
of  50,0002^  worth  of  new  sterling  notes,  he  retained  in  circulation  an  equal  amount  of  old  rix 
dollar  notes.  He  arffued  that  a  well-supported  paper  currency  was  necessary  for  the  peculiar 
exigencies  of  this  colony,  and  that  it  was  perfectly  safe  so  long  as  it  was  maintained  in  the 
manner  it  then  was,  *'  by  the  general  right  of  every  person  to  bills  on  England,  and  assisted  by 
a  due  proportion  of  metallic  currency.'*  And  he  added>  that  if  the  small  paper  notes  were  to 
be  withdrawn,  a  large  supply  of  silver  and  copper  coin  would  be  required  to  be  annually  re- 
mitted from  Engladd,  in  order  to  replace  the  amount  which  would  be  necessarily  exported  in 
payment  of  food,  &c. 

There  was  at  that  time  a  quantity  of  base  copper  money  in  circulation,  which  had  been 
manufactured  principally  out  of  old  cannon  to  the  value  of  about  26,8237, ;  and  there  was  also 
a  quantity  of  copper  money  coined  in  England  for  this  island  to  the  extent  of  about  20,000/., 
besides  an  unascertained  quantity  of  old  Dutch  copper  which  was  still  current. 

Although  the  rix  dollar  notes  to  the  extent  before  mentioned  were  still  continued  in  ciroila- 
tion,  repeated  representations  were  made  by  Sir  Edward  Barnes  between  1827  and  1830,  of 
the  difficuhies  under  which  he  laboured,  owing  to  the  want  of  a  proper  quantity  of  coined 
money  ;  but  no  definite  answer  to  his  frequent  requests  for  remittances,  either  in  tne  shape  of 
coin  or  of  small  notes,  appears  to  have  been  received  until  the,  beginning  of  1830,  when  a 
supply  of  silver  to  the  extent  of  35,000/.  reached  him,  accompanied  by  positive  instructions,t 
that  as  large  a  quantity  of  rix  dollar  notes  as  circumstances  would  permit  should  be  paid  off 
and  cancelled  ''  without  delay,  and  that  whatever  surplus  revenue  might  afterwards  accrue, 
should  be  rigidly  applied  to  the  entire  liquidation  of  the  whole  of  the  outstanding  rix  dollar 
debt."  At  the  same  time  strong  objections  were  intimated  on  the  part  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  circulation  in  Ceylon  of  any  notes  in  English  denomination  of  lower  value 
than  1/." 

In  pursuance  of  these  directions,  a  proclamation  was  issued  in  June,  1831,  which  declared, 
that  after  the  3 1st  December  of  that  year,  the  rix  dollar  notes  should  cease  to  be  lawfully  cur- 
rent in  the  island,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  they  should  be  exchanged  at  the  Treasury,  either 
for  specie  or  for  notes  expressed  in  sterling,  as  might  be  found  most  convenient  to  Government. 
The  total  amount  of  paper  money  then  outstanding  was  II  0,858/.,  and  of  this  sum  about  23,000/. 
was  paid  off  in  the  course  of  the  two  following  years,  by  means  of  specie  principally  remitted  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.;^  Indeed,  distinct  instructions  had  been  sent  out  by  Lord  Goderich 
early  in  1832,§  that  the  whole  of  the  Government  notes  should  be  withdrawn  and  cancelled. 
But  Sir  Robert  Horton  did  not  find  himself  in  a  position  to  be  able  to  effect  this  object,  and 
suggested,  in  reply,  that  the  paper  currency  might  be  conveniently  fixed  at  100,000/.  The 
Lords  of  the  Treasury  were,  however,  indisposed  to  accede  to  any  proposal  of  this  description. 
In  a  communication  addressed  to  Mr.  Under  Secretary  Hay,  dated  22Qd  June,  1833,  and  for- 
warded to  Sir  Robert  Horton  by  the  Hon.  E.  G.  Stanley,)  my  Lords  again  urced  the  expe- 
diency not  only  of  '*  not  increasing  the  paper  debt,*'  but  also  of  paying  off  the  outstanding 
notes,  or  rather  of  effecting  the  same  object  ^'  by  withdrawing  and  cancelling  them  when 
received  into  the  public  chests  in  payment  of  revenue  or  other  dues  of  Government,  as  soon  as 
the  colonial  resources  afforded  the  means  of  doing  so."  They  at  the  same  time  renewed  their 
former  instruction,  '^  that  for  each  remittance  of  coin  from  England,  an  equivalent  amount  of 
notes  should  be  withdrawn  from  circulation  at  once."  Nevertheless  a  qualified  power  was  left 
to  the  Governor,  which  gave  him  the  option  of  retaining  the  notes  if  the  state  "  of  the  balances 
in  the  colonial  diest  should  be  such  as  not  to  admit  of  those  notes  being  withdrawn  without 
interfering  materially  with  the  means  of  defraying  the  regular  current  expenditure  of  the 
Government." 

On  Mr.  Stanley's  resignation  of  the  office  of  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  the  attention  of  Sir 
Robert  Horton  was  again  called  to  these  Instructions  by  Lord  Stanley's  successor,  Mr.  Spring 
Rice,^  but  the  state  of  the  public  finances  never  appears  to  have  been  sufficiently  flourishing  to 
have  enabled  the  Goyemment  to  dispense  with  the  notes,  which,  although  they  were  for  a  short 
time  reduced  to  so  low  an  amount  as  70,000/.,  were  speedily  increased  again  to  87,500/.,**  at 
which  amount  they  have  to  the  present  time  remained  nearly  stationary. 

The  strong  objections  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  the  retention  of  any  quantity  of  paper 
money  whatever  were  at  length  partially  overcome,  and  a  reluctant  permission  was  given  in 
1835tt  for  the  retention  of  the  notes  then  outstanding,  "As  the  paper  remaining  in  circula- 
tion," observed  Lord  Aberdeen,  *'  does  not  much  exceed  the  general  average  of  the  balances  in  the 
public  chests,  I  refrain  from  pressing  you  to  cancel  the  remainder  of  the  notes.  The  payment 
of  them  in  specie  on  demand  will  preclude  the  necessity  for  continuing  the  arrangement  under 
which  you  have  been  permitted  to  draw  bills  on  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  in  exchange  for 
colonial  paper,  as  well  as  for  British  silver,  whenever  it  might  be  tendered  for  that  purpose." 
His  Lordship  further  added  a  distinct  injunction  that  the  Government  paper  money  should  not 
be  again  increased. 

Notwithstanding  the  marked  disinclination  of  the  home  Government  to  sanction  any  greater 
burthen  of  colonial  debt  in  the  shape  of  paper  money  than  circumstances  rendered  absolutely 
necessary,  application  was  made  by  Mr.  Stewart  Mackenzie,  in  1838,tJ  that  forms  for  notes  to 
the  extent  of  200,000/.  should  be  sent  out  to  him,  a  portion  of  whiob,  however,  were  destined  to 


CKYLON. 


Right  of  every  one 
to  change  his  notes 
for  bills  on  the 
British  Treasury. 


Amount  of  base 
copper  in  circula- 
tion in  1827. 


Deficiency  of 
coined  money. 


1830. 
Orders  sent  out 
that  the  notes 
should  be  paid  off. 


Rix  dollar  notes 
called  in  in  1831. 


Amount  of  paper 
outstanding  in 
183U 


Reluctance  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  TfOrmit  the 
notes  to  be  retained. 


State  of  the  Colo- 
nial Treasury  did 
not  permit  the  pay- 
ment of  the  notes. 
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in  1835,  to  retain 
the  notes  to  extent 
of  87,500/. 


Prohibition  against 
any  increase  m  the 
amount  of  notes. 


*  Sir  Edward  Barnes'  Despatch,  No.  5,  October  10, 1827. 
X  Sir  R.  Horton's  Despatch,  No.  108,  December  20, 1832. 
}  Despatch  from  Lord  Goderich,  No.  45,  of  April  10,  1832. 
%  Despatch  of  Mr.  Spring  Rice,  No.  43,  of  November  15,  1834. 
•*  Despatch  from  Sir  R.  Horton,  No.  93,  September  11, 1834. 
ft  Lord  Aberdeen,  No.  22,  of  March  21, 1 835. 


t  Despatch,  No.  9,  AprU  11, 1830. 
II  Despatch,  No.  18,  July  24, 1833. 


tS  Despatch,  No.  98,  June  29, 1838. 
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Mr.  Mackenzie  ap- 
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His  application 
refused. 


1840.  " 
Returns  of  the 
state  of  the  Go- 
vernment paper 
circulation  required 
by  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury. 


Arguments  in 
favour  of  notes  of 
less  value  than  \L 
sterling. 


Gold  does  not  cir- 
culate in  Ceylon. 


1841. 
Mr.  Mackenzie's 
financial  statement. 


PiffieuHiee  of  the 
colony. 


All  public  improve- 
menu  stopped  from 
want  of  means. 

1841. 
Real  balance  in  the 
Treasury  very 
small. 


Bank  of  Ceyk>n 
first  opened. 


Oriental  Bank 
opened  in  1843. 

Effect  of  banks  has 
not  been  to  in- 
crease the  total 
amount  of  paper 
circulation. 

Advantages  of 
banks  to  the  public* 


replace  old  and  worn-out  notes^  and  to  substitute  not^  of  larger  amount.  On  that  ooeaeion  he 
took  the  opportunity  of  expressing  his  opinion,  that  ^  no  iiieonwnienee  could  potnUj  ariso 
from  suiting  the  issue  of  paper  money  to  the  wants  of  the  eomoninity,  so  long  as  the  bolder  was 
entitled  to  exchange  his  paper  for  silver  upon  demand.^ 

This  view  of  the  matter  was  entirely  negatived  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasory,  who  expfcesod 
very  great  objection  *  to  any  sanction  being  given  to  such  a  proposition,  as  one  caleulatod  te 
lead  to  inconvenient  results,  and  not  neoessary  for  the  immediate  aceonm>odation  of  the  public. 
Repeated  representations  were  afterwards  made  by  Mr.  Stewart  Mackenm^  as  to  the  advan- 
tage and  convenience  which  would  result  from  his  being  permitted  to  issue  noles  of  smaller 
denomination  than  IZ.  sterling.  In  his  despatches  noted  in  the  margin,-)-  he  fully  pointed  out 
the  peculiar  circumstances  which,  in  his  opinion,  rendered  a  paper  currency  of  low  denomination 
highly  desirable  in  Ceylon.  But  strong  objections  were  still  entertained  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  J;  to  any  renewed  circulation  of  small  paper  money.  They  again  recommended  that 
any  increase  in  the  Government  notes  shoulci  be  distinctly  prohibited ;  and  with  a  view  to 
greater  security  in  this  respect,  that  the  Governor  should  be  required  to  transmit  "  regular 
periodical  returns  of  the  state  of  the  Government  paper,  the  amount  created  and  put  into  cir- 
culation, and  the  balance  remaining  in  the  Governp>ent  chests  at  the  end  of  the  period  ;'*  and 
that  he  *'  should  be  called  upon  to  exercise  due  circumspection  in  retaining  in  the  public  chests 
sufficient  specie  to  meet  all  demands  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes.** 

*  Instructions  in  full  accordance  with  these  %iews  were  transmitted  to  Mr.  S.  Mackenzie  by 
Lord  John  Russell,  on  the  ISih  March,  1840.  §  Sinoe  that  period^reat  anxiety  has,  on 
several  occasions,  been  expressed  by  the  agents  and  proprietors  of  coffee  estates,  the  greater 
proportion  of  which  have  been  opened  since  that  period,  that  they  might  have  the  advantage 
of  an  issue  of  notes  for  smaller  sums  than  1/.  sterling.  The  difficulty  and  risk  of  conveying 
large  quantities  of  silver  and  copper  coin  upon  men's  backs  to  the  remote  estates  in  the  moun- 
tain districts  is  very  great,  ana  yet  it  is  mdispensable  for  the  payment  of  labourers  whose 
monthly  wages  never  amounts  to  1/.  sterling.  Indeed  the  charge  for  delivering  coin  at 
Kandy,  before  it  is  even  carried  farther  into  the  mountains,  is  one  per  oent. ;  and  the  sums 
thus  transmitted  by  the  local  banks  monthly  are  very  considerable  during  the  busy  season. 
Another  effect  would  probably  follow  the  introduction  of  notes  of  the  value  of  10s,,  if  not  of  5*., 
viz.^  that  a  much  larger  number  of  Coolies  would  be  induced  to  choose  the  route  by  Colombo, 
for  returning  to  their  own  country,  in  order  to  procure  silver  for  their  notes  previous  to  embark- 
ation. It  will  scarcely  be  neoessary  here  to  remark,  that  sovereigns  and  half  sovereigns  are 
not  to  be  met  with  in  circulation,  as  they  are  only  to  be  purehc^ed  at  a  premium  of  10  to  15 
per  cent.,  as  an  article  of  commerce. 

To  return,  however,  to  the  history  of  the  currency  : — Shortly  before  the  departure  of  Mr. 
Stewart  Mackenzie  from  the  colony  in  1841,  a  remarkable  financial  statement  was  addressed 
by  him  to  Lord  John  Russell,  ||  which  was  calculated  to  produee  an  impression  not  very 
favourable  to  the  prosperity  of  Ce}'lon.  His  mind  appeared  to  be  equally  divided  between  a 
hopeful  anticipation  of  the  future  improvement  of  the  colony  and  the  necessity  which  he  fek 
he  could  not  avoid,  of  dwelling  upon  the  actually  unbvoinrable  state  of  its  finances.  While  he 
anxiously  looked  forward  to  a  probable  future  increase  in  the  territorial  and  customs  revenue 
of  the  island,  he  was  forced  to  admit  that,  in  order  to  bring  the  current  expenditure  within  the 
revenue,  he  had  reluctantly  suffered  the  public  buildings  to  fall  into  a  state  of  dilapidation, 
and  the  roads  into  utter  disrepair ;  although,  upon  *'  the  improvement  and  eicteasion  of  these,** 
he  added,  **  the  development  of  the  resources  of  the  colony  is  mainly  dependent.**  While  the 
public  accounts  showed  an  apparent  balance  in  favour  of  the  colony  of  106,280/.,  it  did  not 
escape  his  notice  that  the  paper  money,  to  the  extent  of  87,400/.,  ought  to  be  deducted  from 
this  amount ;  in  fact,  he  stated,  that  the  real  balance  in  specie  in  favour  of  Government,  lying 
lu  the  public  chests,  amounted  to  no  more  than  18,880/. 

At  the  same  time  he  represented,  that  the  small  amount  of  Government  notes  was  quite 
inadequate  to  the  general  wants  of  the  community,  and  that  such  was  the  demand  for  an 
increase  of  the  circulating  medium,  that  seven-eighths  of  all  the  Government  notes  were  con- 
stantly in  circulation. 

To  whatever  extent  Mr.  Mackenzie's  view  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  Govermnent  paper 
money  may  have  been  apparently  borne  out,  the  establishment  of  the  bank  of  Ceylon  on  the 
1st  of  June  of  that  year  (1841)  almost  entirely  upon  English  capital,  with  a  moderate  pro* 
portion  of  notes,  would  have  tended  to  remedy  that  inconvenience ;  and  the  opening  of  a  branch 
of  the  ^'Oriental  Bank**  of  Bombay,  in  Colombo,  in  the  year  1843,  would  have  completed 
the  means  by  which  the  paper  circulation  of  the  colony  might  have  been  rendered  adequate  to 
the  wants  of  the  community.  But  it  is  a  striking  fact,  which  will  be  developed  more  fully  as 
we  proceed,  that  the  total  amount  of  paper  money,  induding  that  of  the  Government  and  the 
banks  conjoined,  at  this  moment  in  current  ciroulation  is  not  larger  than  it  was  in  1841. 

In  reality,  the  establishment  of  the  banks,  by  improving  the  general  tone  of  the  monetary 
transactions  of  the  colony,  and  by  regulating,  through  the  due  adjustment  of  the  exchanges, 
the  quantity  of  coined  money  in  circulation,  and  by  diminishing,  as  they  naturally  must  tend 
to  do,  the  real  demand  for  current  money,  has  superseded  the  necessity  for  any  large  increase 
in  the  paper  circulation. 

But  this  view  of  the  case  does  not  appear  to  have  been  generally  entertained  at  the  time. 


♦  Letter  to  Mr.  Stephen,  of  Januaij  28, 1839. 

t  Despatch  to  Lord  Normanby,  No.  29,  November  II,  1830;  and  to  Lord  J.  Russell,  No.  II,  of 
December  16,  lb39. 
t  Letter  to  Mr.  Stephen,  No.  36,  of  March  4, 1840« 
§  No.  36,  March  12,  and  No.  43,  March  18,  1840.  ||  Despateh^No.  19,  of  February  n,  I84I. 
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Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Sir  Colin  Campbell*  implication  wa»  again  made  to  the  Secretary  of         CSYLON. 
State,*  to  be  permitted  to  increase  the  amount  ot  Government  paper  money  from  87,400/.  to  ^^ 

lOOfOOO/.,  upon  the  ground  before  advanced^  that  the  actual  amount  of  paper  was  inadequate  Sir  C  CampbdL 
to  the  wants  of  the  conUDuniiy.  applies  to  inereut^ 

In  communicating  the  refusal  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  give  their  sanction  to  this  theGoT«wn0nt 
proposal,  it  was  clearly  announced  by  the  Secretary  of  State  f  (Lord  Stanley),  that  "  they  did  P^P®"^- 
not  consider  it  safe  to  give  their  sanction  to  any  increase  of  ihe  floating  debt  of  the  island^  Lords  of  Treasury 

The  amount  of  Government  paper  money  has,  therefore^  remained  stationary  up  to  the  J^fkrcdeU^ 
present  time ;  but  many  of  the  notes  have  become  so  worn  and  defaced  by  length  oif  time,  that  \q^^ 
an  entirely  new  issue  will  soon'  be  necessary^  to  replace  those  that  ar^  worti  out.     It  has  been  j]^^  ^^^g  g^  j^    j 
recently  found  necessary  to  withdraw  and  cancel  a  portion  of  these  notes,  to  the  extent  of  circulation  almost 
5282/.,  while  only  the  sum  of  3944/1  in  new  notes  remained  on  hand  to  take  their  place.  worn  out. 

Of  the  total  amount  of  Government  notes  permitted  to  be  retained,  not  more  than  one-half  Remarks  on  the 
is  usually  in  current  circulation,  and  frequently  less,  and  even  of  thi^  amount  a  certain  proper-  general  state  of  the 
tion  is  hwd  by  the  loc^l  banks  as  part  of  their  cash  balances,  the  notes  being  payable  at  the  ^vemment  paper 
General  Treasury,  and  not  elsewhere.  currency. 

They  are  readily  received  by  tlie  native  traders,  aiid  by  the  Moormen  and  Malabar  dealers^ 
but  are  not  long  retained  by  them,  because  the  demand  for  specie  is  always  great,  not  only  for  Great  demand  for 
transmission  to  the  opposite  cojast,  ii;  payment  of  food,  but  also  for  the  purpose  of  hoarding  it  as  specie, 
treasure  (to  which  all  easterns  are  prone),  until  necessity  or  profitable  inducement  tempt^ 
them  to  part  with  it.  for  the  former  purpose  the  demand  for  specie  has  sometimes  been  dim- 
cult  to  meet,  and  on  these  occasions  the  Government  notes  are  of  course  likely  to  be  rapidly 
presented  for  payment. 

Shortly  before  the  arrival  of  his  Excellency  Lord  Torrington,   the  manager  of  one  of  the 
banks,  the  '^  Oriental,")  having  a  larger  demand  upon  him  than  usual  for  coined  silver,  made  Large  amount  of 
a  private  application  at  the  public  treasury  for  10,000/.  in  silver,  in  exchange  for  an  equal  "<>*«*  presented  for 
amount  of  Government  notes,  of  which  about  15,000/.  worth  were  lying  in  the  coffers  of  the  P^ys^^^ot' 
bank.     The  general  scarcity  of  silver^  however,  which  temporarily  prevailed,  extended  itself  to 
the  treasury,  and  the  manager  of  the  bank  was  therefore  requestea  to  reduce  his  demand,  if 
possible,  to  less  than  one-half.     Fortunately,  it  happened  that  on  the  same  day  a  ship  arrived 
from  Bombay,  bringing  a  large  quantity  of  specie  for  the  bank^  aud  by  this  means  the  diffi- 
culties on  both  sides  were  r^oaoved. 

The  Bank  of  Ceylon,  which  was  the  first  established  (in  1841)  under  a  Royal  Charter,  pos-  Remarks  on  the 
sesses  a  nominally  paid-up  capital  of  125,000/.,  although  it  is  not  really  so  large.     The  Bank  of  Ceylon. 
**  Oriental  "  Bank,  which  was  opened  in  1843,  is  a  branch  of  the  *'  Oriental  Bank  *'  of  India,  The  "  Oriental 
a  portion  of  the  capital  of  which,  to  the  extent  of  100,000/.,  is  devoted  exclusively  to  the  mer-  Bank.*' 
cantile  wants  of  this  colony.     Both  of  them  allow  interest  on  deposits  and  current  accounts 
exceeding  the  balance  of  100/,,  at  the  rate  of  2J  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  both  of  them  have  interest  on  deposits 
small  branch  establishments  at  Kandy,  at  which  notes  issued  on  the  spot  are  of  course  pay-  allowed, 
able.     They  have,  as  yet,  no  other  branches  in  the  island,  but  the  *'  Oriental''  holds  out  tne  Branches  at  Kandy. 
advantage  of  paying  its  notes  at  Galle  through  an  agent.     Upon  the  whole,  the  management 
of  the  Bank  of  Ceylon  has  not  been  so  judicious  and  fortunate  as  that  of  the  *'  Oriental^    The  Notes  of  the"Oii- 
connexion  of  the  latter  with  ita  sister  branches  in  India,  and  other  parts  to  the  eastward,  gives  entalpaidatGalle.*' 
it  considerable  advantage  in  its  exchange  transactions,  &c. 

The  amount  of  notes  payable  on  demand  issued  by  these  banks  is  much  smaller  than  might  Circulation  of  the 
have  been  expected.     Indeed,  it  is  a  striking  fact  already  alluded  to,  that  since  the  establish-  hanks, 
ment  of  the  banks  the  total  amount  of  paper  money  in  current  circulation  scarcely  exceeds  its 
amount  m  1841,  although  the  mercantile  transactions  have  largely  increased,  and  the  inter- 
change of  money,  owing  to  the  increase  of  population  and  of  the  general  wealth  of  the  commu-  ^ 
nity,  has  become  much  greater.     Probably  the  explanation  of  this  fact  may  be  found  in  the 
greater  facilities  which  are  offered  for  the  ready  transaction  of  business  through  the  assistance 
of  the  banks,  whose  cheques,  in  fact,  represent  an  equivalent  of  money  which  does  not  really 
piss  between  the  parties,  the  accounts  being  simply  adjusted  by  transfers  in  the  books  of  the  Bank  cheques  tak# 
banks.                                                                                                                                                    the  place  of  notes^  . 

The  amount  of  notes  of  the  Ceylon  Bank  in  current  circulation  on  the  30th  September  last, 
after  making  the  necessary  deduction  for  that  portion  of  them  held  by  the  other  bank  as  cash, 
and  not  yet  exchanged,  was  less  than  15,000/.,  and  those  of  the  ''  Oriental "  Bank,  on  the 
same  day,  after  making  similar  deductions,  did  not  reach  17,000/.  The  amount  of  Govern- 
ment notes  current,  on  the  same  day,  was  about  43,000/.  These  facts  will  be  more  clearly 
shown  by  means  of  the  following  table : — 

*  Despatch,  No.  19,  of  December  15,  1841.  t  D^patch*  No.  86,  May  2, 1842.  ^ 
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Table  of  the  total 
paper  eurrencT  of 
the  banks  and  of 
Goverament 


Its  small  amount 


Remarks  on  the 
quantity  of  coined 
money  m  the  banks, 
and  in  general  cir- 
culation. 


Annual  import  of 
specie. 


Table  showing  im- 
ports of  specie  for 
fovLT  years. 


How  procured* 


Annual  export  of  i 
specie. 

Its  causes. 


Paper  Money  in  actual  Circulation  in  Ceylon  on  the  30th  September,  1847. 


Issued,  not  including  what  remained  In  the  local  treasuries      • 
Deduct  lyingin  the  chests  of  the  local  banks          •         .         .         , 

£. 

51»062 
7,752 

•        • 

18,621 
4,281 

Bank  of  Ceylon. 
Notes  issued  •.•,«^..,, 

Deduct  held  by  the  branch  at  Kandj 

Ditto,  held  by  the  Oriental  Bank 

3,280 
1,001 

r 

17,670 
870 

14   ^0 

Oriental  Bank. 

Notes  issued  •••••••••• 

Deduct  held  by  the  Ceylon  Bank        •         •         •         •         • 

•  • 

•  • 

16,800 

•         • 

Total    .         « 

74, 4» 

The  small  amount  of  paper  money  in  actual  circulation,  as  shown  by  the  above  table 
(which,  if  not  rigidly  accurate,  cannot  possibly  differ  more  than  a  trifle  from  ttrict  correctness), 
in  a  colony  which  has  large  commercial  dealings  like  Ceylon,  does  not  appear  to  be  owing  to 
any  want  of  confidence  in  the  ready  convertibiUty  of  the  paper,  but  rather  to  the  peculiar  mode 
in  which  business  is  conducted  by  the  native  dealers,  and  tne  little  habit  of  using  paper  money 
whenever  it  is  possible  to  collect  coined  money  in  its  stead. 

The  quantity  of  coined  money  usually  retained  in  the  coffers  of  the  local  banks  appears  to 
be  amply  sufficient  to  meet  any  probable  demands  upon  them,  either  on  account  of  their  notes 
in  circulation  or  their  deposit  accounts.  Thus  it  appears  that,  on  the  30th  September  last 
(for  which  day  I  have  made  all  the  calculations),  the  coined  money  held  by  the  '*  Oriental 
feank  "  amounted  to  48,583/.,  including  its  Kandy  agency,  and  that  held  by  the  *'  Bank  of 
Ceylon,"  to  44,219/.,  while  the  cash  deposits  of  the  former  were  not  more  than  32,800/.,  and  of 
the  latter,  about  30,000/.  The  total  amount  of  coin  in  the  several  Government  chests  throughout 
the  island,  including  deposits,  amounted  on  the  same  day  to  about  58,000/.  sterling. 

With  respect  to  the  quantity  of  coined  money  supposed  to  be  in  general  circulation 
throughout  the  island,  or  necessary  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  its  trade,  we  have  really  no 
means  of  making  even  an  approximate  calculation  as  to  its  amount.  It  is  probably  much  larger 
than  might  be  expected,  owing  to  various  causes  which  induce  the  native  dealers  to  hoard  up 
specie  in  large  quantities,  and  above  all,  to  the  necessary  flux  and  reflux  in  the  stream  of 
coined  silver,  which  must  be  constantly  in  motion  between  this  colony  and  the  continent  of  India. 

The  following  table,  extracted  from  the  Custom  House  returns,  will  show  the  quantity  of 
specie  known  to  have  been  imported  in  each  of  the  last  four  years  ;  and  although  we  have  not 
the  same  means  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  coin  exported,  still,  according  to  all  commercial 
rules,  transactions  of  this  nature  must  be  ultimately  adjusted  in  some  way  or  other ;  and,  as  in 
this  instance,  the  import  of  coin  is  not  a  matter  of  sudden  or  casual  occurrence,  but  appears  to 
be  carried  on  through  successive  years  to  nearly  the  same  amount,  and  principally  from  the 
same  place,  we  have  a  right  to  conclude  that  the  annual  ebb  and  flow  of  specie  must  nearly 
balance  each  other.  The  mode  by  which  this  process  is  effected,  which,  in  many  respects, 
is  peculiar  to  Ceylon,  will  be  illustrated  as  I  proceed. 

Return  showing  the  Amount  of  Specie  Imported  into  Ceylon,  in  each  of  the  following  Years. 


1843, 


314,386 


1844. 


£. 
511,795 


1845. 


441,842 


1846. 


381,842 


Firtt  Three 

Quarters, 

184T. 


226,661 


Nearly  the  whole  of  this  specie  consists  of  rupees,  which  are  imported  principally  from 
Bombay  (but  partially  from  Madras),  and  have  been  received  in  payment  of  bills,  which  are 
drawn  against  produce  shipped  from  Ceylon  to  London ;  but  of  the  total  amount  of  coin  im- 
ported in  the  first  three-quarters  of  the  present  year,  it  appears  that  only  15,000/.  was  received 
from  Great  Britain,  of  which  9000/.  consisted  of  sovereigns  for  the  banks,  which  never  came 
into  circulation,  and  6000/.  of  copper  money  for  the  use  of  Government.  Durin^the  last  year 
(1846)  not  less  than  200,000/.  worth  of  rupees  were  imported  by  the  *'  Oriental  Bank  '*  alone, 
and  already,  in  the  first  three-quarters  of  the  present  year,  the  same  establishment  has  received 
about  164,000/.  in  silver. 

The  greater  part  of  the  rupees  thus  imported  are  speedily  carried  back  again  to  various  parts 
of  the  neighbouring  coasts  of  India,  for  the  purchase  of  rice,  a  portion  of  which,  however,  though 
certainly  the  smaller,  remains  to  be  paid  for  by  bills  drawn  upon  the  local  collectorates  on  the 
coast,  which  are  purchased  from  the  Madras  Government,  and  are  sent  down  to  Ceylon  for 
salt,  and  also  to  a  very  small  extent  by  bills  drawn  by  tbe  directors  of  the  East  India  Company, 
in  London,  upon  the  Madras  Government,  which  are  also  sent  direct  to  Ceylon  as  a  remittance 
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and  are  sold  here  in  exchange  for  rupees,  and  are  then  remitted  to  India,  either  for  the  payment         CBTLOK. 
of  rice  or  for  the  purchase  of  rupees.     Of  course,  a  larger  amount  of  rupees  would  have  to  be  — 

exported,  were  not  the  advantage  offered  of  procuring  these  bills. 
The  following  return  will  exhibit  the  value  of  the  rice  imported  during  the  last  four  years* 

CusTOif  s  Return,  showing  the  Value  of  Rice  and  Paddy  imported  into  Ceylon  during  the  Table  showing 

following  years :—  value  of  rice  im- 

®  ^  ^.^  ported  for  four 

years* 


Bice  and  paddy  imported  prin«^| 
cipally  from  British  possessions,  > 
but  partly  from  foreign  states  •  J 


1843. 


334,345 


1844. 


350,230 


1846. 


459,262 


i84e. 


430, m 


The  total  value  of  the  rice  imported  during  the  first  three-quarters  of  the  present  year 
cannot  yet  be  ascertained,  as  the  accounts  from  the  outports  are  not  completed ;  but  at  the 
principal  port  of  Colombo,  the  imported  rice  and  paddy  has  already  paid  duty  upon  the  value 
of  335,000/. 

The  specie  exported  for  the  payment  of  the  rice,  of  course,  does  not  figure  in  the  Custom 
House  returns,  because  it  is  generally  carried  away  privately  by  the  numerous  traders  and 
speculators,  and  indeed  every  native  Indian,  down  to  the  common  day-labourer  or  coolie,  who 
returns  to  the  neighbouring  coast,  carries  back  almost  the  whole  of  his  profits  or  savings  in 
rupees.  Hence  arises  the  great  demand  for  silver  in  the  interior  of  the  island  during  the  Dusy 
season  of  the  year.  Scarcely  less  than  10,000/.  a-month  is  remitted  to  the  coffee  districts,  in 
specie,  by  each  of  the  local  banks,  during  the  period  of  picking  and  preparing  the  coffee ;  and 
little,  if  any,  of  this  large  amount  ever  returns  to  Colombo.  A  great  part  of  it  is  hoarded  up, 
and  soon  afterwards  carried  out  of  the  island. 

At  first  view,  it  would  appear  to  be  a  circumstance  very  difficult  of  explanation,  that  both 
food  and  specie  should  be  regularly  imported  from  the  same  country  during  many  successive 
years,  into  this  island,  from  which  no  equivalent  is  sent  back  in  the  shape  of  produce  either 
natural  or  manufactured,  to  the  country  from  whence  the  import  comes. 

The  preceding  tables  have  shown  that  the  joint  value  of  those  two  articles  alone  has  averaged, 
during  the  last  three  or  four  years,  considerably  more  than  800,000/.  annually.  The  recent 
experience  of  tlie  mother  country  is  entirely  of  an  opposite  description.  The  fact  would,  indeed, 
be  inexplicable,  did  we  not  also  learn  from  experience  that  the  coin  is  in  reality  the  direct 
medium  through  which  the  food  is  purchased. 

The  imported  coin  merely  serves  to  take  the  place  of  that  which  has  already  been  exported 
to  pay  for  food,  and  will  in  its  turn  be  again  exported  for  the  same  purpose,  so  long  as  Ceylon 
is  unable  to  raise  food  enough  for  its  own  consumption. 

And  this  leads  to  the  consideration  of  the  nominal  value  of  the  rupee  in  Ceylon,  and  the 
necessity  or  expediency  of  retaining  it  at  its  present  current  rate  of  2*.,  which  must  in  fact  be 
regarded  simply  as  a  fixed  rate  of  exchange.  As  long  as  the  rupee  was  only  current  at  its 
former  rate  of  L.  10^^/.  in  Ceylon  (its  real  value  in  silver  being  1^.  10|</.  sterling),  without 
reference  to  the  difference  of  exchange,  or,  in  other  words,  the  expense  of  importing  the  rupees, 
they  were  of  course  as  eagerly  sought  for  as  they  are  now,  for  export  to  the  neighbouring  rice- 
producing  country,  but  there  was  no  certainty  whatever  as  to  their  being  brought  back  again ; 
and  hence  arose  the  many  difficulties  which  Ceylon  experienced  owing  to  the  want  of  coined 
silver.  The  Government  was  equally  perplexed  with  the  trader ;  and  I  have  been  informed 
by  a  merchant  of  long  standing,  that  on  one  occasion  when  he  was  under  the  absolute  necessity 
of  remitting  3000/.  in  silver  to  the  opposite  coa<$t,  by  a  vessel  on  the  point  of  sailing,  he  pre- 
sented 3000/.  in  Grovernment  notes  at  the  Treasury  (there  were  no  banks),  and  demanded 
silver.  The  treasurer,  however,  owing  to  the  general  scarcity  of  coin,  was  so  ill-provided  with 
specie,  that  he  hesitated  to  pay  the  amount,  until  a  threat  was  held  out  to  him,  that  if  the 
amount  were  not  forthcoming  in  the  course  of  the  day,  every  one  of  the  notes  would  be  protested 
before  a  notary. 

The  effect  of  raising  the  current  value  of  the  rupee  by  Sir  Robert  Horton  has  been,  not  as 
was  erroneously  supposed,  to  keep  the  coin  in  the  country,  but  to  ensure  its  being  brought 
back  again  as  often  as  it  is  taken  away,  which  must  inevitably  continue  to  be  the  case  as  long 
as  there  is  no  other  sufficient  means  of  paying  for  the  rice. 

The  difierence  between  the  nominal  value  or  fixed  exchange  of  the  rupee  in  Ceylon  and  its 
real  value  in  sterling  silver,  or  1*.  lOfc/.,  is  sufficient  to  cover  the  expense  of  freight,  insurance, 
commission,  and  loss  of  interest,  leaving  a  clear  profit  to  the  importer  of  about  one  farthing  to 
one  halfpenny  upon  each  rupee,  or  one  to  two  per  cent.,  which  in  fact  is  the  mercantile  considera- 
tion for  which  the  transaction  is  undertaken. 

But  the  question  next  arises,  how  are  these  rupees  paid  for  in  India  ? — by  what  means  are 
they  procured  ?  The  answer  is  very  simple,  viz.,  not  by  the  proceeds  of  produce  shipped  to 
India,  but  by  bills  drawn  against  produce  shipped  to  England,  which  bills  are  sent  up  to 
Bombay  for  sale  (having  been  purchased  here  by  the  banks),  and  the  value  of  those  bills  in 
Bombay,  according  to  the  latest  advices,  was  at  the  rate  of  1^.  \\\d.  for  the  rupee,  which 
therefore  represents  the  price  at  which  rupees  must  be  purchased,  in  order  to  sell  them  here  at 
2^.,  which,  if  the  rate  of  exchange  were  long  to  remain  unchanged  at  Bombay,  could  only  be 
imported  at  a  clear  loss  to  the  importer,  for  the  difference  of  five*eighths  would  not  suffice  to 
pay  for  the  expenses. 


Large  remittances 
of  specie  into  the 
interior. 


Rice  and  specie  im- 
ported fh>ni  the 
same  country. 

800,000/.  a-year. 


Explanation  of  the 
foregoing. 


Current  value  of 
the  rupee  in  Ceylon. 


Disadvantages 
when  it  was  only 
current  for  1«.  10^. 

DifficuUiet  of  Go- 
vernment at  that 
time. 

Effect  of  raising  the 
current  value  to  2«. 


The  difference  con- 
stitutes the  rate  of 
exchange. 


The  value  of  the 
rupee  regulated  by 
the  exchanges. 

Price  at  Bombay 
now  is  If.  \\\(L 
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Advantage  of  the 
banks  for  adjusting 
the  exohuigesl 

Expense  formerly 
paid  by  Govern- 
ment for  import  of 
specie  is  now  saved. 


Rate  of  exchange 
with  India  must 
always  be  against 
Ceylont 

Rupees  not  current 
in  India  for 
is.  lOirf.,  but  for 
16  annas. 


Operation  of  the 
exchanges. 


Government  get  a 
profit  by  the  rate 
of  exchange. 


Arguments  in 
favour  of  retaining 
the  rupee  at  2«.  in 
"Ceylon. 


Rupees  must  come 
from  India,  aod 
.must  go  baek* 


Remarks  on  the 
effect  of  opening 
the  Coffee  esUtes. 


The  material 
wealth  of  the  colony 
has  not  been  aug- 
mented in  propor- 
tion to  the  invest- 
ment  of  capital. 

Commercial  pecu- 
liarities. 

CoQclusicm. 


Therefore  the  banks  here  eouM  only  obtsun  a  compensating  profit  b;  parehasing  the  bills 
which  they  have  to  send  to  Bombay  at  a  low  rate^  vie.,  three  per  cei^  discount,  which  in  fact 
is  their  value  at  the  present  time. 

•From  this  view  of  the  question,  the  advantage  of  the  banks,  for  the  due  adjustment  of  the 
currency,  is  very  evident ;  and  the  Government  itself  profits  by  the  operation  of  the  exchanges, 
as  it  saves  the  expense  which  it  formerly  was  obliged  to  incur  for  tne  import  of  coin,  which, 
nevertheless,  it  could  not  retain  in  the  island.  I  find,  that  in  the  single  year  of  1837,  the 
Government  incurred  a  charge  of  not  less  than  555Z.  16j.  for  the  import  of  specie  from  Calcutta 
on  its  own  account,  which  was  reported  by  Sir  Robert  Wilmot  Horton,  in  Despatch  No.  243, 
of  August  9,  1837. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  show  that  the  difference  between  the  current  value  of  the  rupee  in  this 
island  and  its  real  value  in  sterling  silver  is  simply  equivalent  to  a  fixed  rate  of  exchange 
between  this  island  and  the  neighbouring  continent  of  India,  which  rate  must  always  be  against 
Ceylon,  because  it  imports  produce  so  largely  from  it,  akid  exports  scarcely  anything  whatever 
to  it  m  return. 

'  It  b  quite  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  rupee  is  current  in  India  at  the  rate  of  Is,  lOl^d, 
•It  is  there  current  simply  for  16  annas ;  and  money  expressed  in  English  sterling  denominatioQ 
is  unknown.  The  par  of  exchange,  of  course,  is  the  real  value  of  the  rupee  ia  sterling,  viz^ 
1^.  lOj^d.,  but  the  rate  of  exchange  fluctuates  almost  daily;  and  I  have  already  alK>wn,  that 
rupees  could  not  now  be  purchased  in  Bombay  except  at  the  rate  of  is,  llcL  to  Is,  ll|d.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  by  a  rise  in  the  value  of  bills  on  England,  the  rupees  were  to  be  only  taken 
in  payment  at  the  rate  of  Is.  2d.  or  Is.  9yi.  at  Bombay,  the  actual  coin  would  then  be  seat  to 
England,  where  it  is  worth  Is.  1(H^.,  and  still  more  readily  to  Ceylon,  where  it  is  nominally 
worth  25.    The  value  of  bills,  therefore,  could  not  long  remain  at  such  a  rate. 

Even  the  Government  itsetf  participates  in  the  profits  of  the  exchange ;  for  bills  drawn  by 
the  local  government  upon  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  part  payment  of  Queen's  troc^ 
are  sent  up  to  Bombay  for  sale,  and  the  profit  to  Governjoieat  upon  tne  transaction  varies  from 
3  to  5  per  cent.  In  truth,  the  exchange  between  Ceylon  and  England  is  much  governed  by 
the  rate  of  exchange  at  Bombay,  the  value  of  whose  imports  firom  England  is  u^ially  much 
larorer  than  the  value  of  its  exports  to  it. 

From  the  above  reasoning  upon  the  question  of  exchange,  I  think  it  will  be  apparent  that 
no  advantage  whatever  could  result  from  altering  the  rate  at  which  the  rupee  is  current  in 
Ceylon ;  and  that  many  inconveniences  might  arise  from  any  disturbance  of  the  natural  course 
of  the  exchanges.  Neither  do  I  think  it  could  be  easily  shown  that  the  price  of  rice  would  in 
the  slightest  degree  be  lowered  by  reducing  the  current  value  of  the  rupee  to  its  natural  par  of 
exchange,  or  Is.  lO^d.,  for  the  nature  of  all  mercantile  operations  is  to  balance  themselves  in 
the  long  ruii ;  and  there  are  no  merchants  in  the  world  more  shrewd  in  calculating  their  dear 
profits  than  the  native  Malabra  traders. 

Even  if  the  rupee  were  made  the  only  current  coin  in  Ceylon,  and  were  to  pass  as  it  does  in 
India,  simply  for  16  annas,  there  would  be  precisely  the  same  expense  to  be  incurred  by  the 
community  in  some  shape  or  other  for  the  constant  import  of  the  rupees,  which  must  come  from 
India,  where  alone  they  are  coined,  and  must  go  back  to  India  where  they  are  demanded  for 
the  payment  of  rice. 

And  here  it  may  be  asked,  instead  of  sending  bills  to  Bombay  for  sale,  and  the  rupees  which 
are  purchased  by  them,  to  the  Malabar  coast  to  procure  rice,  would  it  not  be  better  to  send 
the  bills  direct  to  the  Malabar  coast,  or  to  Madras  ? 

The  answer  is  a  simple  one, — bills  on  London  are  not  saleable  on  the  Malabar  coast,  except 
at  Madras  itself;  and  even  the  bills  of  the  Madras  Government,  drawn  oa  the  local  collecto- 
rates,  are  only  taken  over  by  the  native  traders  from  Ceylon  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  and 
to  a  small  extent.  The  Malabar  dealers  prefer  to  encounter  both  the  risk  and  the  trouble  of 
carrying  the  specie  with  them,  rather  than  take  bills  which  are  only  payable  at  the  distance 
perhaps  of  30  or  50  miles  from  the  coast,  and  for  the  cashing  of  which  they  may  have  to  pay 
at  the  place  where  the  rupees  are  required,  at  the  rate  of  from  two  to  five^  or  even  more,  per 
cent,  to  some  extortionate  native  money-dealer. 

Another  striking  inference  may  yet  be  deduced  from  a  careful  consideration  of  the  facts  I 
have  advanced :  it  would  naturally  be  inferred,  that  the  introduction  of  so  large  an  amount  of 
capital  as  has  been  invested  in  the  opening  of  coffee  estates,  and  the  production  of  a  new  and 
valuable  article  in  this  island,  the  exportable  value  of  which  will  this  year  probably  amount  to 
about  500,000/.,  must  have  materially  added  to  the  wealth  of  the  island,  and,  in  fact,  that  the 
native  inhabitants  ought  to  be  rapidly  growing  richer. 

But  we  have  here  seen  that  a  very  large  portion  of  the  value  of  the  bills  drawn  against  that 

S reduce  is  sent  to  India  for  food  to  suppTv  the  yearly  increasing  demand,  on  account  of  the 
lalabar  cooUes,  by  the  labour  of  whose  hands  the  produce  itself  is  entirely  raised.  The  very 
fiood  which  they  eat  is  imported  from  their  own  country,  the  greater  part  of  the  wages  which 
they  earn  is  carried  back  to  their  native  villages,  to  which  they  themselves  return,  and  com- 
paratively little  remains  behind  for  the  benefit  of  Ceylon  but  the  growing  coflfee-bushes,  and 
the  duty  levied  upon  the  imported  rice  at  the  customs;  for  even  the  mercantile  profit  obtained 
by  the  importers  of  the  rice  b  to  a  great  extent  carried  out  of  the  island  also  by  Malabar 
dealers ;  the  Cingalese  participate  comparatively  little  in  it. 

These  few  observations  which  I  have  almost  insensibly  been  led  to  make  upon  the  nature  of 
the  exchanges,  and  the  peculiarities  of  the  monetary  position  of  Ceylon,  will,  I  trust,  be  con- 
sidered not  altogether  foreign  to  the  object  of  this  paper.  The  question  of  the  actual  paper 
circulation  of  Ceylon  could  scarcely  be  separated  from  the  history  of  its  past  debts ;  and  the 
consideration  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  its  metallic  currency  could  scarcely  be  handled  distinct 
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from  &at  of  its  mercaoitile  exehaDges.  These  Tarious  important  auestioDs  appear  to  be  so 
intimatelj  connected  together,  that  1  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  for  the  length  to  which  this 
paper  has  extended,  and  that  the  practical  bearing  of  these  remarks  will  not  be  impaired  by 
their  minuteness. 


Colombo^  November  10,  1847- 


Wm.  D.  Bernard. 


QKYJLOV. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  4. 

State  of  GovEaNiiEKT  Paper  Currenct,  showing  the  Amount  of  each  denomination  of 
^-  Notes  created  and  put  into  circulation,  from  1st  Seotember,  1844,  to  Slat  August,  1845, 

and  the  Amount  of  each  denomination  Cancelled  and  withdrawn  from  circulation  during  the 

said  period. 


Period  when  Issued  and  Cancelled. 

Notes 
ofl/. 
each. 

Notes 
of  21. 
each. 

Notes 
of  5/. 
each. 

Notes- 
of  10/. 
each. 

Notes 
of  20/. 
each. 

Notes 

0/25/. 

each. 

Note* 
of  50/. 
each. 

ToUl. 

Ammtnt  of  Notes  in  eirouUtion  on  the 
SUt  August,  1844,  as  per  last  state- 
ment   

Issued  from  1st  September,  1844,  to  31st 

AniniKt    1A15              ....             a 

£. 
44,031 

41,864 

830 

•  • 

£. 
500 

£. 
100 

75 

•  • 

£. 
100 

87,500 

Total  of  Notes  issued    •     .     . 

Notescancelled  from  IstSeptember,  1844, 
to  Sist  August,  1845 

44,031 

•  • 

41,864 

•  • 

830 

•  • 

50O 

•  • 

100 

•  • 

75 

•  • 

100 

•  • 

87,^00 

•  • 

Notes  in  circulation,  31st  Au- 
gnit,  184ft 

44,031 

41,864 

830 

500 

100 

75 

100 

87,500 

Deduct  one  Note  of  502.  not  cuttl 

nnf.  ViAvinf*  Vuton  4*b1 

led  in  by 
•     •     • 

Grovernnie 
•     •     . 

nt .     . 

50 

•     • 

•          •         • 

•       •       . 

Current  Notes  in  circulation,  31i 

(t  August, 

1845     . 

87,450 

In  the  Government  Chest   •     •     .     •    '.     .£58,572 
In  general  circulation    •••••••     28,878 

£87,450 


State  of  Government  Paper  .  Currbkct,  showing  the  Amount  of  each  denomination  of 
Notes  created  and  put  into  circulation,  from  Ist  September,  1845^  to  31st  August,  1846, 
and  the  Amount  of  each  denoniination  Cancelled  and  withdrawn  from  circulation  during  the 

^  said  period. 


Period  when  Issued  and  CaneeUed. 

Notes 
ofl/. 
eaaeh. 

Notes 
of  2/. 
each. 

Notes 
of  6/. 
each. 

Notes 
of  16/. 

each. 

Notes 

of2e/. 

each. 

Notes 
ofS6/. 

each. 

Notes 
of  00/. 
each. 

TeiaL 

Amount  of  Notes  in  circulation  on  the 

31  st  August,  as  per  last  statement 
Ismied  from  1st  September,  1846,  to  3m 

Aticmflt    1846       -              .              -      -      - 

£. 
44,031 

£. 
41,864 

£. 
830 
■  • 

£. 
500 

•  • 

£. 
100 
•  • 

£. 
75 

•  • 

£. 
100 

•  • 

£. 
87,500 

Total  of  Notes  issued    •     •     • 

Notee  cancelled  from  IstSeptombef,  1845, 
to  31st  August,  1846 

44,031 
•  • 

41,864 

•  • 

830 

•• 

500 

•  • 

100 

•  ■ 

75 

•  • 

100 

•  • 

87,500 
•  • 

]<fa>tes  in  drculaftion,  31st  Au- 
gust, 1846 

44,031 

41,864 

830 

500 

100 

75 

100 

87,600 

TliMftiri  nfiA  Nnf  A  nf  &0?.  nni  ^nrvc 

kn#    fia«rin<»  liann  i»a\ 

led  in  by  4 
•     •    -• 

Sovemmei 
•     •    • 

at.     •     4 

50 

•     ♦ 

.        •        • 

Current  Notes  in  circulation,  Sis 

t  August, 

1846     . 

87,450 

1*    ,  ■ 

In  the  Oofemment  Chest  •     .     •     •     .     .£63,408 
In  general  ciiculation    ••«••..     24,042 

£87,460 


End.  3  in  No.  4. 
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CETLON.  State  of  Government  Paper  Currency,  showing  the  Amount  of  each  denominatioQ  o£  Notes 

**~  created  and  put  into  circulation,  from  Ist  September,  1846,  to  Slst  August^  1847,  and  the 

Amount  of  each  denomination  Cancelled  and  withdrawn  from  circulation  during  that  period. 


Period  when  Issned  and  Cancelled. 

Notes 
ofl/. 
each. 

Notes 
of  2/. 
each. 

Notes 
of  51. 
each. 

Notes 
of  102. 
each. 

Notes 
of30f. 
each. 

Notes 
of  251. 
each. 

Notes 
of  60/. 
each. 

Tbtal. 

Amonnt  of  Notes  in  circulation  on  the 
31st  Aufif.,  1846,  as  per  last  statement 

Issued  from  1st  September,  1846,  to  31st 
August,  1847 

£. 
44,031 

10,923 

£. 
41,864 

2,800 

£. 
830 

•  • 

£. 
500 

•  • 

£. 
100 

•  • 

£. 

76 

•   • 

£. 
100 

•  • 

£. 
87,560 

1.1,723 

Total  of  Notes  issued   •     •     • 

Notes  cancelled  from  1st  September,  1846, 
to  31st  August,  1847 

54,954 
8,827 

44,664 
4,486 

830 
230 

500 
160 

100 
20 

75 

•  • 

100 

•  • 

101,223 
13,723 

Notes  in  circulation,  3Ut  Au- 
gust, 1847 

46,127 

40,178 

600 

340 

80 

75 

100 

87,500 

Deduct  one  Note  of  50^  not  current,  hating  been  cal 

led  in  by  Guremmei 

it  •     • 

50 

•     .     « 

•     • 

•      •       • 

Current  Notes  in  circulation,  31st  August,  1847     • 

87,450 

In  the  Government  Chest £48,084 

In  general  circulation  .••••••     39,366 


}£87, 


450 


End  3  in  No.  4. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  4, 

Return  showing  the  Cash  Balances  of  the  General  Theasury  and  of  the  several 
CuTCHERRiES  in  Cetlon,  ou  the  30th  June,  1847,  distinguishing  the  Amount  in  Coined 
Money,  and  in  Notes. 


Coined  Money. 

Notes. 

Total. 

Gold. 

Silver. 

Copper. 

£. 

£.      #.    d. 

£.     t.    d. 

£. 

£.     «.    d. 

In  the  General  Treasury •     • 

11,532    9  10 

5,215    0    9 

39,091 

55,838  10    7 

,,     Cutcherries  of  the  Western  Province     .     . 

2,909  16    3 

38  13    7 

1,538 

4,486    9  10 

,,                ,,                Southern          ,,      •.    *. 

9,830  19    0 

201     0    3 

1,563 

11,594  19    3 

,,                 ,,                Northern         ,,       .     . 

2,748    8    8 

2,725    3    1 

3,662 

9,135  11     9 

,,                ,,                Eastern           ,»       .     • 

3,144    0    0 

198  17    0 

608 

3,950  17    0 

,,                 ,,                 Central            ,,       .     . 

6,467  16    6 

1,004  15     74 
39  15    2} 

899 

8,371  12    1 

, ,                , ,               North- Western  Province 

26 

2,764  15    0 

275 

3,105  10    2i 

26 

39,398    5    3 

9,423    5    7^ 

47,636 

96,483  10  101 

DedMCt-^ 

£.     i,    d. 

Deposits  in  the  Cutcherries  of  the  Western  Prnvioce  included  above.     •     •     •      1,414  16    ^ 

. 

,,                    ,,                Southern                   ,,                        ...      3,161   12    0^ 

' 

,,                    ,,                Eastern                     ,,                       ...          988    6    3; 

,,                    ,,                Central                      ,,                        ...    10,576    2    ^ 

,,                    ,,                North- Western         ,,                       ...          830    7  11 

__ 

16,971     5    2* 

Available  for  Government  purposes £  *  79,512    5    7| 


(Signed) 


P.  E.  WoDEHOUSE,  Acting  Treasurer. 


Return  showing  the  Cash  Balances  of  the  General  Treasury  and  of  the  several 
Cutcherries  in  Ceylon,  ou  the  31st  July,  1847,  distinguishing  the  Amount  in  Coined 
Money,  and  in  Notes. 


Coined  Money. 

Notes. 

Total. 

Gold. 

Silver. 

Copper. 

£. 

£.     «.    d. 

£.      «.    d. 

£. 

£.      f.    rf. 

9,868  10    4 
3,858  18    0 

5,165    1     3J 
36  12    3| 

35,061 
1,166 

50,094  11  7J 
5,061   10    3i 

, ,     Cutcherries  of  the  Western  Provmce     .     . 

,,                 ,,                Southern         ,,       •     . 

5,782    3    0 

290  12    OJ 

3,251 

9,323  15    Of 

,,                 ,,  •             Northern         ,,       •     • 

2,268     1     9i 

2,746    9    3 

4,724 

9,738  U     0^ 

,,                 ,.                Eastern            ,,       .     • 

1,499    0    0 

195  19     1} 

1,125 

2,819  19  14 
15,824    7    2 

,,                >,        '     -Central         .  ,,      •    ^ 

13,811  18    6 

884    8    8i 

1,128 

, ,                , ,               North-Western  Province 

26 

3,593  14    0 

12     2    9 

400 

4,031  16     9 

.  26 

40,682    5    7J  9,331     5    5i 

46,855 

96,894  11     0| 

Deduct— 

£.     f.    d. 

Deposits  in  the  Cutcherries  of  the  Western  Province,  ii 

icluded  above      •     .     •      1,633  12  10 

, ,                   , ,                Southern 

,,                       ...      3,665  16    0; 

,,                    ,,                North-Western 

,,                       ...      1,224    3    8 

;                    ,,                    ,,                Eastern 

,,                        ...          946  14     1; 

, ,                    , ,                Central 

...      8,950  13    0 

• 
emment  purpose 

16,420  19    Si 

8    ..••.•    £ 

Available  ff^r  Gnv 

80,473  11     4f 

(Signed) 


P.  E.  WoDEHousE,  Acting  Treasurer. 
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Rbturn  showing  the  Cash  Balances  of  the  General  Treasury  and  of  the  several 
CuTCHERRiKS  111  Ceylon,  on  the  31st  August,  1847,  distinguishing  the  Amount  in  Coined 
Money,  and  in  Notes. 


CEVLON. 


Coined  Money. 

Notes. 

TotaL 

Gold. 

Silver. 

Copper. 

In  iliA  OenerAl  TraAsnnr  .•••••.> 

£. 

£.     «.    d, 

11,293    6    4 

4,941  11     0 

1,686  18    4 

174  17    0 

11,152    9    7 

4,861  10    0 

11,072     1    0 

£.      M.     d. 

5,105     1     7i 

25    7    4 
2,744    3    3| 

183  18  m 

759    7    3| 
51  11     l| 
207  16    3 

£. 
35,919 
1,284 
4,876 
1,096 
1,802 
608 
2,499 

£.      «.    d. 

52,317    7  m 
6,250  18    4 
9,307    1     7* 
1,454  15  10 

13,713  16  10 
5,547     1     1  • 

13,778  17    3 

,,     Cutcherrici  of  the  Wwtern  ProYincc    .     • 
,,                ,,               Northern         ,,       •     • 
,,                ,,                Eattem           ,,       .     • 
9  9                , ,                Central            , ,       •     • 
,,                ,,               North-Westem  Province 
,,               9,               Southern               ,,]    • 

26 

•  • 

26 

45,182  13    3 

9,077    5    9{ 

48,084 

102,369  19    Of 

Deduct--' 

£. 

«.    d. 

Deposits  in  the  Cotcherriet'of  the  Weitem  Province  •     .     •     •     •    •     .     .  1,61611    5} 

,9                   9 ,               Northern        ,,••••••••  •• 

,,                   ,9               Eastern           ,, 1,004  13 

9,                   9  9               Central           ,, 8,257    0 

,9                   9,               North-Western  Province 893  10 

,9                   ,                 Southern                ,,         3,584  10    Ij 

Available  for  Government  purposes     •     •  '  •     •     •     •   £ 


15,356    5    7| 


87,013  13    5 


(Signed) 


P.  E.  WoDEHousE,  Acting  Treasurer. 


Rbturn  showing  the  Cash  Balances  of  the  General  Treasury  and  of  the  several 
CuTCHERRiEs  ui  Ceylon,  on  the  30th  September,  1847^  distinguishing  the  Amount  in  Coined 
Money,  and  in  Notes. 


Coined  Money. 

Notes. 

Total. 

Gold. 

Silver. 

Copper. 

Oraeral  Treaiiurir       •«•.*>•«. 

£. 

£.     «.    d. 
18,081  13    4 
5,180  13    0 
9,666    7    0 
1,783    0    8 
1,785    0    0 
8,381  10    0 
2,796    6    0 

£.       #.    ll 

6,410    1    U 

54    0    2i 

215  11    4i 

2,636    2    1| 

98  10    0} 

749    2    1 

161    4    9| 

25,457 
1,386 
1,724 
4,760 
1,733 
681 
597 

£.     #.    rf. 

49,948  14    4 
6,620  13    2 

11,605  18    4  r 
9,179    2    9. 
3,616  10    0 
9,811  12    1 
3,580  10    9| 

^ITestAm  Provinca       .•>>>            ««> 

Southern         •,         ••••••••• 

Northern         •.        ••••••••• 

, , 

Jlastem                       ••••••••• 

^  ^ 

Central           ,,         •     •     • 

North-Western  Province      ••••••• 

26 

26 

47,674  10    0 

10,324  11    8^ 

36,338 

94,363    1    8i 

Deduct-- 

Deposits  of  the  Western  Province    •     •     • 

£. 
•     •     .      1,589 

«.    d. 
17    7 
13    5i 
17    3 
5  10 
11    9| 

,  9            Southern         , ,       •     •     • 

3,254 

.  •            Bastem                     •     •     . 

1,047 

,,            Central           ,,       .     •     • 

474 

•  •            North* Western  Province 

.     -          7ft5 

for  Government  purpose! 

7,152    6    Oi 

1 

Available 

1     •     •     •     • 

.     .  £ 

87,210  15    8 

(Signed) 


P.  E.  WoDEHOUSE,  Acting  Treasurer. 
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No.  5. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington 

to  Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo,  December  13,  1847, 
My  Lord,  {Received  January  ^\y  1848.) 

In  my  Despatch,  No.  157,  of  the  13th  November,  I  had  the  honour  to 
forward  to  your  Lordship,  copy  of  a  Bill  as  amended  in  a  Committee  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council  for  "  Regulating  the  Duties  of  Customs  payable  on  goods 
"  imported  into  and  exported  from  this  Island."  The  Bill  was  finally  passed  in 
Council  on  the  23rd  ultimo,  and  it  now  becomes  my  duty,  in  submitting  the 
Ordinance,  No.  9,  to  your  Lordship  in  its  completed  form,  to  make  such  expla- 
natory observations  upon  the  various  changes  in  the  tariff,  which  it  is  proposed 
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Answered  by  No. 
192,  25th  March, 
1848,  page  327. 
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CBTLON.  to  effect  bjr  it,  as  will  I  trust  satisfy  your  Lordship  and  the  Lords  of  Her 
Majesty's  Treasury,  that  they  have  not  only  been  rendered  necessary  by  the 
altered  state  of  the  commercial  relations  of  the  colony,  but  that  they  constitute 
a  material  part  of  those  measures  of  financial  improvement  which  were  recom- 
mended in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  your  Lordship  to  inquire 
into  the  general  state  of  the  affairs  of  Ceylon. 

Giudedby  those  high  principles  of  liberal  commercial  policy  which  have  dis- 
tinguished Her  Majesty's  present  advisers,  I  have  endeavoured  to  introduce  such 
modifications  into  the  tariff,  as  will  be  calculated  to  give  full  encouragement  to 
an  increased  production  of  the  staple  articles  of  export  of  the  colony,  and  gene- 
rally to  improve  the  tone  of  mercantile  transactions.  I  am  deeply  sensible  of 
the  necessity  for  exercising  the  most  cautious  judgment  in  adopting  important 
changes,  and  for  maturely  weighing  the  whole  bearings  of  the  case,  before  ven- 
turing to  undertake  even,  what  may  at  first  view  appear  to  be  improvements, 
where  questions  of  finance  are  concerned.  As  soon  as  I  shall  be  in  a  position 
to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  supply  ordmanoe  for  1848,  which  will  imme- 
diately be  laid  before  the  Legislative  Council,  I  trust  I  shall  be  able  to  evince  to 
your  Lordship  the  anxiety  with  which  I  have  a^^lied  myself^  to  provide  with 
the  utmost  caution  for  the  proper  adjustment  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure 
during  the  coming  year.  By  the  exercise  of  rigid  economy  in  all  departments, 
by  curtailing  every  expenditure  not  immediately  necessary,  and  by  developing 
new  sources  of  revenue,  which,  as  I  think,  will  not  press  imduly  upon  any  one 
particular  class  or  interest  in  the  colony,  I  entertain  the  most  confident  hope 
that  the  revenue  for  the  ensuing  year  will  be  found  fully  adequate  to  the 
expenditure.  I  have  every  reason  to  expect  that  the  prosperity  of  the  colony 
will,  in  future  years,  be  gradually  but  surely  augmented. 

On  my  first  arrival  in  Ceylon,  I  found  that  great  expectations  had  already 
been  raised,  with  regard  to  a  speedy  modification  of  the  export  duties.  Much 
anxiety  upon  the  subject  was  everywhere  expressed ;  indeed  with  regard  to  the . 
cinnamon  duty  in  particular,  so  many  grounds  existed  for  a  speedy  modification 
of  it,  that  it  seemed  scarcely  possible  long  to  defer  the  ten  months'  notice  which 
it  was  necessary  to  give  before  any  change  with  regard  to  it,  could  be  made. 

The  question  of  the  partial  reduction  or  total  abolition  of  this  duty  was  early 
and  anxiously  discussed  in  the  Executive  Council.  The  trade  in  this  article  had 
become  exceedingly  depressed,  and  the  position  of  the  growers  of  it  very  pre- 
carious. Considerable  losses  had  been  sustained  upon  the  second  and  third 
sorts ;  and  in  not  a  few  instances  cinnamon  grounds  had  been  broken  up^  and 
cocoa-nut  plantations  formed  in  their  stead.  There  was,  indeed,  too  much  reason 
to  fear  that,  if  speedy  relief  were  not  affbrded,  the  whole  cinnamon  trade  of  the 
island  would  be  in  jeopardy.  Under  any  circumstances,  it  appeared  indis- 
pensable that  a  new  stimulus,  should  be  at  once  given  to  the  cultivation  of  this* 
staple  article  of  produce,  by  reviving  the  languishiug  ^irits  of  the  cultivators. 
Had  the  prospects  of  the  revenue  from  other  sources  been  sufficiently  decided  to 
have  permitted  the  entire  abolition  of  the  duty,  it  would  probably  have  been 
the  preferable  course  to  pursue;  but  anxious  to  proceed  with  due  caution 
in  making  extensive  altel^ations,  my  Executive  Council  concurred  with  me  in 
thinking  that  a  reduction  of  duty  from  \s.  to  Ad.  per  lb.,  to  commence  from 
September,  1848,  and  to  be  followed  by  the  total  abolition  of  it  at  a  future 
I)eriod,  would  be  sufficient  for  the  present  to  sustain  the  drooping  trade  in 
this  article.  It  was  deemed  advisable,  however,  to  delay  the  requisite  notice, 
until  the  greater  part  of  this  year's  crop  had  been  shipped. 

In  the  Ordinance  which  I  have  now  the  honour  to  submit,  provision  has  been 
made  for  the  reduction  I  have  mentioned.  With  a  view  to  place  in  a  clearer 
light  before  your  Lordship  the  actual  position  of  the  cinnamon  trade,  I  have 
taken  some  pains  to  prepare  the  following  tables.  The  first  of  these  will 
exhibit  the  quantity  of  cinnamon  exported,  the  total  value  of  the  article  at  the 
place  of  export,  and  the  amount  of  duty  collected  thereon,  in  each  of  the  years 
1844,  1845,  and  1846.  The  second  vnll  show  the  average  price  of  all  the  sales 
of  dnnamon  and  of  cassia,  in  the  London  market,  in  each  of  the  same  years, 
1844,  1846,  and  1846.  And  the  third  table  will  exhibit  the  relative  quantity 
of  cinnamon  and  of  cassia  exported  from  England ;  and  also  the  quantity 
delivered  for  home  ccmsumption  in  each  of  the  years  1839,  1840,  1841,  1842, 
1843,  1844.  I  regret  that  I  am  not  in  possession  of  the  Reports  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  for  1845  and  1846,  and  am  therefore  prevented  from  making  these 
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returns  so  complete  as  I  could  wish.    Nevertheless  they  will  suffice  to  eluci- 
date some  curious  facts,  which  I  proceed  briefly  to  notice.  i 

Table  I. — Cbtlon. 

Table  showing  the  Quantity  of  Cinnamon  Exported,  its  Local  Value,  and  the  Amount  of 
Export  duty  thereon,  in  the  following  years : — 


OEYLON. 


YEAR. 


1844 
1845 
1846 


Quantity 

of  Cinimmoti 

Exported. 


Ibt. 
1,063,941 
408,211 
401,656 


Valat. 


t.  d. 

105,784    2  0 

40,821     2  0 

40,165  12  0 


Amount 

of 

Export  Dutj. 


£.  «.    d. 

53,197  6     0 

20,410  11     0 

20,082  16     0 


Table  II. — Ceylok. 

Table  showing  the  Average  Price  in  London  of  Cinnamon  and  of  Cassia  in  the  following 

Years  : — 


1 

Fine  Cassia. 

Cinnamon. 

Sales  in  London  per 
Pack'ages  of  1001b. 

Average  of  all  the  Sales  in 

and  per  lb. 

1ft  Sort.    1   2nd  Sort. 

3rd  Sort 

per  100  lbs. 

per  lb.* 

per  lb. 

per  lb. 

per  lb. 

».    d. 

«.     d 

«.    d. 

tf. 

d. 

1844 

4  lU 

4     0* 

3     5i 

65 

m 

1845 

3   11 

3     2* 

2     4* 

70 

8i 

1846 

3     9 

2     6i 

1     9 

66 

8 

*  Decimals  are  excluded. 

Table  III. 

Table  showing  the  Quantity  of  Cassia,  and  also  of  Cinnamon,  Exported  from  England  to 
Foreign  Parts,  and  Hkewise  the  Quantity  delivered  for  Home  Consumption,  between  the 
Years  1839  and  1840  inclusive.     Compiled  from  the  Returns  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

{N.B.  The  Returns  far  1645  and  1846  are  not  in  the  Colony.) 


England, 

exported  from 
Delivered    for 

Home      Con- 

samption 

Total 


Tomj 
for  1 


In  Packages  of  100  lbs.  each. 


1839. 


1840. 


I 


6,568 
1,064 


7,63a 


a 

iS 


i 


4,349 
163 


6,444 
740 


4,512     7,184 


4,645 
155 


4,800 


1841. 


12,619 
830 


13,449 


5,143 
154 


5,297 


1849. 


12,473 
1,195 


13,668 


3,685 
107 


3,852 


1843. 


19,862 
1,344 


21,206 


4,224 
167 


4,391 


1844. 


I 


14,028 
1,121 


15,149 


6,619 
185 


6,804 


With  respect  to  Table  No.  I.,  it  seems  difl&cult  to  account  for  the  very  lai^ 
export  of  cinnamon  in  1844,  compared  either  with  some  previous  or  with  sub- 
sequent years.  The  reduction  of  duty  from  2*.  to  Is.  per  Ih  took  place  in 
1842,  and  there  is  some  reason  to  think  that  cinnamon  was  for  some  time  held 
back,  in  the  expectation  that  the  duty  would  soon  be  entirely  removed.  But 
perhaps  the  principal  cause  of  the  very  large  export  of  1844,  was  the  cutting  of 
every  twig  of  cinnamon  in  the  Grovernment  gardens,  whether  good  or  bad,  by 
the  renter  of  that  year ;  and  probably  this  bad  example  was  followed  even  by 
some  other  individuals  to  the  detriment  of  future  crops. 

By  Table  No.  II.,  it  will  be  very  apparent  that  within  the  last  few  years 
the  inferior  article  of  cassia  lignea  has  come  into  competition  very  largely  with 
all  the  three  kinds  of  cinnamon.  While  fine  cassia  can  be  sold  at  so  low  a  price 
as  8d  per  lb.,  and  the  supply  both  of  cassia  and  of  cinnamon  from  foreign 
countries  continues  progressively  to  increase,  it  must  be  evident  that  cinnamon, 
even  of  the  finest  description,  must  imdergo  an  increasing  reduction  of  price. 
The  fact  is  indisputable,  that  a  reduction  has  already  taken  place  year  after 

F  2 

Digitized  by 


Google 


36 


PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


CEYLON. 


year  in  the  price  of  all  kinds  of  Ceylon  cinnamon  in  the  London  market. 
From  trustworthy  calculations  which  I  have  in  my  possession,  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  cinnamon  cannot  be  grown  and  delivered  in  London,  including  tl>e 
Is.  export  duty  and  all  charges,  under  2s.  3d.  to  2^.  4rf.  per  lb.,  without  includ- 
ing any  profit  upon  the  outlay,  interest  of  money,  rent  of  the  estate,  &c. 

But  from  an  iaspection  of  Table  No.  TIL,  it  will  be  evident  that  the  demand 
for  cassia,  or  what  is  the  same  thing,  the  export  of  it  from  England,  has  been 
doubled  and  even  trebled  since  1840.  And  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that 
whereas  the  export  of  cassia  in  1840  was  only  about  6000  packages,  it  rose  in 

1843,  the  year  after  peace  was  concluded  with  China  (whence  a  very  large  part 
of  it  has  latterly  been  obtained),  to  upwards  of  19,000  packages.  From  the 
same  table  it  will  also  be  apparent  how  small  a  comparative  quantity,  either  of 
cassia  or  of  cinnamon,  is  consumed  in  England.  The  demand  from  foreign  coun- 
tries is  also  now  in  some  degree  supplied  directly  from  Java  itself^  and  the  culti- 
vation of  the  spice  in  the  possessions  of  the  East  India  Company  on  the  coast  of 
Malabar,  has  latterly  been  very  much  extended.  I  trust  it  is  unnecessary  for 
me  to  dwell  longer  upon  the  important  question  of  the  reduction  of  the  cinna- 
mon duty  preparatory  to  its  entire  abolition ;  I  can  only  express  my  earnest 
hope  that  the  course  which  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  pursue  in  this  respect 
will  meet  with  your  Lordship's  fullest  approbation. 

The  article  next  in  importance,  the  export  duty  upon  which  it  is  proposed, 
by  this  Ordinance,  to  remove  entirely  in  September  next,  is  the  interesting  and 
important  one  of  coffee.  It  is  not  without  reluctance,  and  only  after  mature 
and  anxious  deliberation,  that  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  agree  to  the  surrender 
of  the  revenue  derived  from  this  new  and  increasing  article  of  production.  But 
apart  even  from  the  consideration  of  those  higher  principles  of  commercial 
policy  which  are  opposed  to  the  retention  of  export  duties  in  general,  there  are 
special  grounds  for  the  removal  of  this  impediment  to  the  progressive  extention 
of  the  coffee  cultivation  of  Ceylon,  which  appear  to  me  much  stronger  than 
any  that  could  be  advanced  in  favour  of  an  objectionable  source  of  revenue. 

The  reduction  in  the  price  of  coffee  in  the  home  market,  and  the  daily 
increasing  competition  with  the  produce  of  other  countries,  added  to  the  fact 
that  the  expense  of  cultivation  is  much  greater,  and  the  prospect  of  permanent 
crops  from  the  same  soil  probably  less  in  Ceylon  than  in  many  other  coffee- 
growing  countries,  combine  to  render  an  export  duty  upon  the  produce  raised 
peculiarly  objectionable.  The  coffee-planters  are  far  from  being  in  that  thriving 
condition  which  it  was  at  one  time  supposed  they  would  rapidly  attain ;  indeed, 
in  some  instances,  their  most  sanguine  hopes  have  been  entirely  falsified.  I  am 
not  without  hope,  however,  that  by  judicious  encouragement,  and  by  adopting 
measures  for  attracting  a  constant  supply  of  labour,  the  position  and  prospects 
of  the  planters  will  be  gradually  and  permanently  improved. 

It  may,  I  hope,  within  a  short  period,  be  quite  possible  to  introduce  a  mode- 
rate and  equitable  land-tax  to  be  levied  upon  the  estates  themselves ;  and  the 
first  step  which  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  take,  with  this  object  in  view,  has 
been  the  passing  of  an  Ordinance,  to  enable  me  to  obtain  some  indispensable 
returns  calculated  to  show  the  exact  extent,  condition,  and  state  of  cultivation 
of  those  estates.  This  may  probably  constitute  the  first  step  towards  the  intro- 
duction of  a  general  tax  upon  cultivated  lands  throughout  the  colony.  But  the 
question  with  regard  to  other  than  coffee  lands,  is  beset  with  so  many  and 
imexpected  diflBculties,  arising  out  of  the  absence  of  surveys,  and  the  many  local 
peculiarities  respecting  rights  of  property  and  subdivision  of  lands,  &c.,  that  I 
feel  unable  to  look  forward  to  any  near  or  certain  period  when  a  general  land- 
tax  can  be  systematically  and  universally  applied. 

The  following  Table  will  exhibit  the  quantity  of  coffee  exported,  together 
with  its  value,  and  the  amount  of  export  duty  levied  on  it  in  each  of  the  years 

1844,  1845,  and  1846:— 

Table  showing  the  quantity  of  Coffee  exported  from  Ceylon,  its  Customs'  Value,  and  Amount 

of  Duty  levied  in  the  following  Years. 


Year. 


1844 
1845 
1843 


Weights  in  Cwts. 


Cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
133,957  2  14 
178,603  3  17 
173,892  1  5 


Value. 


£.  *,  d. 

267,663  0  2 

363,260  1  3 

328,791  3  0 


Amount  of  Duty. 


£.  t.  d. 

6,691  11  7 

9,0S1  9  10 

8,219  15  7 
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The  quantity  of  coffee  expoi-ted  in  1847  will  be  found  to  have  considerably        ceylon, 
exceeded  that  of  1846,  as  a  larger  number  of  estates  have  since  come  into  bear- 
ing ;  but  its  exact  amount  cannot  be  ascertained  imtil  the  Customs'  accoimts  for 
the  year  shall  have  been  completed. 

As  the  abolition  of  the  export  duty  will  not  take  place  until  September,  1848, 
I  have  every  hope  that  in  the  intervening  period  such  a  cautious  measure  for 
the  imposition  of  a  moderate  land-tax  upon  the  coffee  estates  will  have  been 
matured,  as  will  enable  me  to  raise  as  large,  or  even  larger  an  amoimt  of  revenue 
from  that  source  as  is  now  produced  by  the  export  duty,  without  its  being  open 
to  the  same  well-founded  objections. 

With  regard  to  the  remaining  export  duties  which  it  is  also  proposed  to 
abandon  in  September,  1848,  the  total  amount  raised  from  them,  and  which  is 
levied  upon  not  less  than  25  to  30  different  articles,  has  scarcely  exceeded  3000/. 
a-year.  The  exact  amount  raised  in  each  of  the  years  1844,  1845,  and  1846, 
is  shown  in  the  following  Table : — 

Amount  of  Export  Duties  levied  on  25  to  30  Articles,  the  produce  of  Ceylon,  exclusive  of 
Coffee  and  Cinnamon,  in  the  following  Years : — 


1844 


£.        t,     d. 
3,076  17     7 


1845 


£.        9,     d, 
3,069  16  11 


1846 


£.         t,    d. 
3,187     4     6 


To  have  retained  the  export  duties  upon  many  articles  of  produce,  merely 
for  the  sake  of  keeping  hold  of  so  small  an  amount  of  objectionable  revenue, 
would  have  been  to  violate  that  general  principle  of  commercial  policy  upon 
which  I  have  ventured  to  take  my  stand,  without  any  possible  prospect  of 
compensating  benefit  in  future  years.  But  even  as  a  distinct  practical  question, 
the  aiguments  which  are  founded  upon  the  necessity  of  encouraging  to  the 
utmost  the  whole  agricultural  system  of  Ceylon,  long  drooping  and  languishing 
as  it  has  been,  by  withdrawing  every  direct  obstacle  to  an  increased  production 
of  exportable  articles,  appear  to  me,  as  I  trust  they  will  also  do  to  your  Lord- 
ships far  to  outbalance  any  narrower  view  of  apparent  immediate  advantage 
from  the  retention  of  these  small  duties,  which  it  is'  on  all  sides  admitted  are 
objectionable  on  principle,  and  which  I  trust  I  shall  be  able  to  show  are 
injurious  in  fact 

I  cannot  withhold  from  your  Lordship  the  expression  of  my  honest  expec- 
tation, that  the  stimulus  which  will  be  given  to  cultivation  generally,  by  the 
adoption  of  this  liberal  measure,  will  at  no  distant  time  have  so  far  augmented 
the  material  prosperity  of  the  island,  as  to  produce  an  increase  in  th^  general 
revenue  to  be  derived  from  other  sources,  which  will  more  than  coimterbalance 
any  temporary  loss. 

The  most  important  articles  from  which  these  minor  export  duties  have  be^i 
raised,  are  sugar,  tobacco,  cocoa-nut  oil,  and  coir  manufactured,  areca  nuts, 
plumbago,  and  timber.  With  respect  to  sugar,  the  cultivation  of  it  is  yet  in  its 
infancy  in  Ceylon  ;  the  increasing  competition  it  will  have  to  meet  with  in  the 
home  market,  renders  it  clearly  desirable  that  no  local  obstacle  whatever  should 
be  thrown  in  the  way  of  its  increased  production  in  this  colony.  If  carefully 
fostered  at  the  present  time,  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  may  become  an  article 
of  some  importance. 

In  former  times  the  tobacco  trade  of  Ceylon  was  very  considerable.  The 
northern  province  is  peculiarly  adapted  for  the  growth  of  the  plant.  Enor- 
mous export  duties  were  for  many  years  maintained,  for  the  revenue  temporarily 
derived  from  them  was  considerable.  But  the  trade  gradually  declined,  as 
tobacco  was  forced  into  cultivation  on  the  opposite  coast,  and  although  succes- 
sive reductions  in  the  export  duty  were  of  necessity  allowed,  they  came  too 
late  to  save  the  tobacco  trade  from  almost  total  ruin.  The  habit  of  using  a 
different  kind  of  tobacco  had  in  the  meantime  become  established  at  Travancore 
and  elsewhere,  so  that  even  the  reduction  of  the  export  duty  to  2J  per  cent. 
did  not  suffice  to  re-establish  the  demand  for  the  article.  The  total  aboliticm 
of  this  duty,  therefore,  appears  to  offer  the  only  prospect  of  reviving  this  once 
important  trade. 

The  tax  formerly  levied  upon  the  cultivation  of  the  areca  nut,  has  long  been 
of  necessity  abandoned.  And  the  same  grounds  for  the  abolition  of  the 
remaining  export  duty  exist,  as  in  the  case  of  other  articles. 
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.CBTLON.  With  regard  to  the  increasing  trade  in  the  cocoa-nut  oil  and  other  prodmctions 

of  the  cocoa-nut  tree,  I  propose,  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit,  to  levy  a 
reasonable  tax  upon  cocoa-nut  plantations,  which  they  appear  to  be  well  able 
to  bear,  and  which  will  be  a  most  advantageous  substitute  for  the  existiiig 
export  duty. 

The  other  articles  of  export  to  which  I  have  alluded,  do  not  appaw  to  requiie 
further  comment,  for  the  great  principle  which  applies  with  so  much  force  in 
the  one  case,  must  necessarily  be  applicable  to  another.  I  trust  that  I  hai^ 
^ready  said  sufficient  to  warrant  me  in  the  hope  that  the  course  which  I  bore 
felt  it  my  duty  to  adopt,  with  the  advice  of  my  Executive  Coimcil,  will  meet 
with  your  Lordship's  entire  and  unreserved  approbation. 

It  now  remains  for  me  to  bring  to  your  Lioinlship's  notice  die  changes  which 
it  is  proposed  by  this  Ordinance  to  make  with  respect  to  the  import  dutiea 

The  first,  and  not  the  least  important  of  these,  is  the  equalisation  of  the 
duties  leviable  upon  British  and  foreign  goods,  in  other  words,  the  reduction  of 
the  duty  upon  foreign  goods  from  10  to  5  per  cent.,  as  was  reconmiended 
in  the  report  of  your  Lordship's  Committee.  Although  the  amount  raised 
from  this  duty  is  inconsiderable  (scarcely  exceeding  upon  the  whole  duty  of 
10  per  cent.,  about  2000?.),  the  discriminating  duty  is  levied  upon  more  than 
60  different  articles.  As  part  of  a  general  measure  of  liberal  policy,  it  seemed 
highly  desirable  that  the  differential  duty  of  5  per  cent  should  be  at  once 
abandoned. 

The  immediate  loss  of  revenue  will  be  small,  while  the  prospective  benefit  to 
be  derived  from  the  measure  will  at  no  very  distant  period  be  great*  Should 
any  relaxation  of  the  navigation  laws  be  permitted,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted 
that  a  considerable  foreign  trade  with  Ceylon  would  in  a  short  time  spring  up, 
and  the  cinnamon,  which  is  all  at  present  carried  to  England,  before  it  is  ulti- 
mately distributed  throughout  the  world,  would  be  partly  carried  direct  to  the 
places  at  which  it  is  in  demand. 

But  whatever  loss  may  be  for  the  present  sustained  by  the  proposed  change, 
in  this  respect,  I  have  a  confident  expectation  that  it  will  be  ftilly  made  up  by 
the  receipts  from  slightiy  increased  duties  on  other  articles;  sugar,  the  produce 
of  British  possessions,  which  was  before  admitted  at  an  oc^  valorem  duty,  will 
now  pay  &•  6d.  per  cwt,  and  sugar  candy  5*.  per  cwt 

A  duty  will  also  be  levied  upon  fire-arms,  and  the  duties  upon  wines,  opium, 
tobacco,  and  some  other  articles,  will  be  slightly  increased.  A  few  other 
articles,  which  before  were  admitted  free,  will  now  pay  an  ad  valorem  duty  of 
5  per  cent.  With  a  view  to  encourage  agriculture,  and  particularly  the  culti- 
vation of  sugar,  mmiures  will  be  admitt^  free  And  here  I  would  observe, 
that  although  the  alterations  in  the  export  duties  will  not  take  place  until 
September  next,  the  moderate  increase  in  the  import  duties,  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  will  commence  from  6th  January,  which  will  tend  to  benefit  the 
revenue,  before  any  reduction  whatever  in  other  respects  can  take  place. 

I  have  not  felt  myself  in  a  position  to  make  any  modification  in  the  import  duty 
on  rice  and  paddy ;  neither  at  the  present  mom^it  does  there  appear  to  be  any 
adequate  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the  reduction  of  a  duty  from  which  so 
considerable  a  revenue  is  raised,  even  could  a  portion  of  that  revenue  be  spared. 

Until  the  time  shall  arrive  when  a  general  land  tax  can  be  introduc^  (of 
which,  I  fear,  there  is  no  immediate  prospect),  it  will  scarcely  be  possible  to 
make  any  material  reduction  in  the  import  duty  on  these  articles. 

Although  this  is  not  the  appropriate  opportunity  for  entering  into  a  general 
view  of  the  future  financial  prospects  of  the  colony,  I  cannot  refrain  from 
observing,  that  although  by  the  preceding  statement  it  will  appear,  that  after 
September  next  the  alteration  in  the  export  duties  will  occasion  a  considerable 
^parent  loss  to  the  revenue  to  be  deriv^l  from  the  customs,  I  have  not  failed  to 
make  ample  provision  for  meeting  this  deficiency  by  adopting  other  less  objec- 
tionable sources  of  income.  The  most  important  among  these  will  be  the 
revenue  to  be  derived  from  an  entire  revision  of  the  stamp  duties,  for  which 
purpose  a  most  comprehensive  measure  has  been  already  prepared,  and  will,  I 
hope,  in  a  short  time  have  passed  through  the  Legislative  Council.  I  have 
every  reason  to  anticipate  that  the  income  to  be  derived  from  this  source  will 
be  very  considerable. 

A  tax  upon  carriages  and  horses,  tod  also  upon  the  possession  of  fire-arms, 
will  likewise  add  materially  to  our  resources.    I  have  also  nearly  ready  to  be 
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laid  before  the  Legislative  Council  (with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Wodehonse),  a        ckylon, 

measure  for  introducing  throughout  the  colony  a  comprehensive  scheme  of 

local  taxation  for  local  purposes,  which  will  be  calculated  materially  to  relieve 

the  general  revenue,  and  without  being  burdensome  upon  the  people,  will,  I 

hope,  conduce  largely  to  the  improvement  and  the  ultimate  advancement  of  the 

colony. 

By  these  various  means,  I  have  every  confidence  that  the  inadequacy  of  the 
public  income  to  meet  the  expenditure  which  has  for  the  last  two  years  sufficed 
to  swallow  up  so  large  a  portion  of  the  surplus  funds  of  the  colony,  will  for  the 
future  be  no  longer  apparent  I  am  prepared  to  advance  step  by  step  with  the 
utmost  caution  in  the  path  of  improvement,  and  to  exercise  the  most  careful 
forethought  in  introducing  changes,  however  beneficial  they  may  at  first  sight 
appear.  There  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  the  revenue  will  fully  equal,  or 
even  slightly  exceed,  the  income  for  the  ensuing  year,  even  without  the  aid  of 
a  land  tax.  But  I  look  forward  with  much  interest  to  the  period,  as  not  alto- 
gether remote,  when  a  first  step  at  least  may  be  made  towards  the  introduction 
of  such  a  measure,  even  though  the  complete  accomplishment  of  it  may  be 
more  distant.  It  is  my  most  sincere  hope  that  the  prosperity  of  the  colony 
may  yearly  increase^  and  that  by  caution,  prudence,  and  firmness,  the  finances 
will  be  gradually  but  surely  established  upon  a  wholesome  basis. 

Thus  far,  my  Lord,  I  have  used  my  strenuous  efforts  to  follow  out  those 
prudent  recommendations,  and  to  be  guided  by  those  enlightened  views  of 
policy  which  are  embodied  in  the  Report  of  your  Lordship's  Committee,*  and  *  Vide  Report  of 
which  have  received  your  Lordship's  sanction.     I  am  very  sensible  that  much  pj[!^f  ^  p'  ^®/^' 
yet  remains  to  be  done,  to  carry  out  to  their  full  extent  the  benevolent  inten-  seated  to  bSth'^^"^ 
tions  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  towards  Ceylon,  and  I  shall  continue  to  Hous^ofParliar 
apply  myself  with  anxious  and  unremitting  care  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  "pril,  f848?°^"  * 
great  work  of  improvement  which  under  your  Lordship's  instructions  has  been 
committed  to  my  charge. 

I  have,  &c.. 

The  Right  Hon-  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c- 


Enclosure  in  No.  5.  End  in  No.  5. 

Ordinance  enacted  by  the  Gorernor  of  Ceylon,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative 

Council  thereof. 

ToBaiNGTON.  No.  9. 

For  regulating  the  duties  of  customs  payable  on  goods  imported  into,  and  exported  froni^ 
this  island. 

Whbrbas  it  is  expedient  to  alter  the  duties  of  customs  now  payable  on  goods  lawfully  imported  Preamble, 
into,  and  exported  from,  this  island: 

1.  It  is  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Legislative  Council  thereof,  that  from  and  after  the  sixth  day  of  January,  One  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-eight,  the  several  duties,  set  forth  in  figures  in  the  table  hereunto  annexed 

marked  A,  shall  be  raised,  levied,  and  collected  in  respect  of  such  goods  as  are  mentioned  ^"^port  Duties, 
therein,  upon  their  importation  into  this  island ;  and  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember, One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight,  the  duties  set  forth  in  figures  in  the  table 
hereunto  annexed,  marked  B,  shall  be  raised,  levied,  and  collected  in  respect  of  such  goods  as  Export  Duties. 
are  otentioned  therein,  upon  their  exportation  from  this  island :  and  that  the  said  import  and 
export  duties  respectively,  shall,  from  and  after  the  said  several  periods,  that  is  to  say,  the  said 
duties  on  goods  imported  from  and  after  the  said  sixth  day  of  January,  One  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-eight,  and  the  said  duties  on  goods  exported  from  and  after  the  said  first 
day  of  September,  One  thousand  eight  hundred  ai^  forty-eight,  be  in  lieu  of  tbe  duties  of  cus- 
toms now  payable  upon  ^oods  lawfully  imported  into,  and  exported  from,  this  island: 
anything  in  the  Ordinance  No.  5  of  the  year  1837,  entitled  '*  An  Ordinance  to  amend  the 
laws  relating  to  the  Ports  and  Customs;'*  or  in  the  Ordinance  No.  8  of  1840,  entitled  '•  to 
amend  the  Ordinance  No.  5  of  1837,  and  to  regulate  the  Warehousing  of  Goods ;"  or  in  the 
Ordinance  No.  6  of  the  year  1842,  entitled  ♦*  An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the 
Customs  ;"  or  in  any  other  law  or  Ordinance  in  force  within  this  island,  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

2.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  all  goods  whatsoever  which  shall  have  been  warehoused  Goods  in  warehouse 
without  payment  of  duty,  upon  the  first  importation  thereof,  and  which  shall  be  in  the  ware-  j^ .^  ^'•*^^® ^^5* 
house  on  the  said  sixth  day  of  January,  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight,  shall  this^Ordiwance, 
become  liable  to  the  duties  imposed  by  this  Ordinance,  in  lieu  of  all  former  duties. 
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CEYLON.  3.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  duties  imposed  by  this  Ordinance  shall  be  levied, 

Dutie  tobe col-  collected,  paid,  and  recovered  in  like  manner  as  if  such  duties  had  been  imposed  by  the, 

lected^n  the  same  before-mentioned  Ordinance  No.  5  of  1837,  or  by  the  said  Ordinance  No.  8  of  1840. 
manner  as  duties 
formerly  imposed.  Table  of  Customs'  Duties. 

A. — Import  Duties. 


Ale,  Porter,  and  all  other  Malt  Liquors,  per  imperial  gallon 
Cigars,  per  thousand         ...... 

Fish,  dried  or  salted,  and  Fins  and  Skins  the  produce  of  creatures  living 

in  the  sea,  per  cwt.       •...•• 
Gruns  and  Rifles,  each       ...... 

Gunpowder,  per  lb.  .  .  *  .  .  . 

Opium,  per  lb.      . 

Paddy,  per  bushel  ...... 

Pistols,  per  pair   ..«•••• 

Rice,  per  bushel  ..••••• 

Spirits  and  Cordials,  per  imperial  gallon  •  •  •  • 

Sugar,  per  cwt,  unrefined  •  •  •  •  . 

Ditto      ditto        refined,  or  Candy  .  .  •  • 

Tea,  per  lb.  •....•  • 

Tobacco,  per  cwt ,  unmanufactured  .  .  •  • 

Ditto       ditto  manufactured,  other  than  Cigars 

Snuff,  per  lb.        . 

Wheat,  Gram,  Peas,  Beans,  and  other  Grain  (except  Paddy),  per  bushel 

Wine,  per  imperial  gallon,  in  bottles  .  •  •  , 

Ditto  ditto  not  in  bottles    •  •  •  • 

Goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  not  otherwise  charged  with  duty,  or  pro- 
hibited and  not  comprised  in  the  table  of  exemptions  hereinafter  set  forth, 
for  every  lOOl.  of  the  value  thereof  in  this  market 

Table  of  Exen^aions. 
Books  and  Maps,  printed  •••••• 

Bullion,  Coin,  Pearls,  and  Precious  Stones  .  •  .  • 

Coal  and  Coke      •••••••• 

Copperah.  ..•••«•• 

Garden  Seeds,  and  Plants 

Horses,  Asses,  Mules  and  all  other  Live  Stock       •  •  •  • 

Ice  •••.••••• 

Manures  ..••••••• 

Regimental  Accoutrements  •••••• 

Specimens  of  Natural  History       .••••• 


£. 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Duty. 
«.    tL 
0     2 
5    C 


1 
5 
0 
2 
0 
6 
0 
5 
2 
5 
0 
10 
0 
1 
0 
2 
1 


Free. 


6 
0 
4 
0 
3 
0 
7 
0 
6 
0 
6 
0 
0 
6 
7 
6 
6 


5    0    0 


Cinnamon,  per  lb. 
All  other  articles  . 


B.—ExpoH  Duties. 

0    0    4 
•  ••••••  J^ree. 

Passed  in  Council,  the  Twenty-third  day  of  November,  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-seven. 

G.  C.  Talbot, 
Acting  Clerk  to  the  C^nciU 
Published  by  Order  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

J.  Emerson  Tennent,  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  6.  (No.  8.) 


No.  6. 


1848.  No.  191, 
p.  327. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Honourable  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo, 
January  10,  1848. 
Answered  Mar.  24,  My  Lord,  (Received  February  28,  1848.) 

The  large  and  increasing  importation  of  fire-arms  into  Ceylon,  and  their 
indiscriminate  possession  by  the  natives,  is  a  subject  to  which  my  predecessor 
invited  your  Lordship's  attention  by  a  Despatch  under  date  the  13th  March, 
1846,  No.  19.* 

Having  brought  the  subject  before  my  Executive  Coxmcil,  I  have,  with  their 
unanimous  assent,  caused  an  Ordinance  to  be  introduced  into  the  Legislative 
Council  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  system  of  registration  and  license  for 
the  use  of  fire-arms.  A  copy  of  this  Ordinance  in  the  form  in  which  it  has 
passed  the  Council,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  forward  for  Her  Majesty's  con- 
firmation. 

The  testimony  of  all  authorities  from  every  province  of  the  island  is  concur- 


No.  13  of  1S47. 


♦  Vide  Statement  of  Arms,  &c.  imported,  Appendix  No.  2,  page  377. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OF  CEYLON.  41 

rent  as  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  such  a  law  for  the  ensurance  of  public        cttlon. 
safety ;  and  I  am  not  without  hope  that  the  revenue  arising  from  the  sale  of 
these  licenses  will  be  such  as  to  leave  a  considerable  surplus  to  be  carried  to 
the  public  account,  after  defraying  all  the  expenses  incident  to  registration. 

I  have,  &c.. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.         &C.         &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  6.  End.  in  No.  6. 

Ordinance  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  thereof. 

TOBRIMOTON.  No.  13. 


JNo.  15. 
To  regulate  the  possession  of  Fire-arms. 

hA  ofifnKliah  in  nil  vmrta  e\C  thia   islnnrl  aha 


Whbrbas  it  is  expedient  to  establish  in  all  parts  of  this  island  one  general  and  uniform  pro-  Preamble, 
vision  respecting  the  possession  and  use  of  fire-arms  : 

1.  It  is  therefore  hereby  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Repeal  of  former 
the  Legislative  Council  thereof,  that  so  much  of  the  Regulation  No.  1,  of  1815,  entitled  ''For  ^'^•« 
regulating  the  sale  and  possession  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  for  prohibiting  the  sale,  gifl;, 

or  disposal  of  horses  to  natives  of  India  in  Ceylon,  not  subjects  of  the  British  Government;*' 
and  so  much  of  the  Proclamations  given  at  Kandy,  the  19th  day  of  January,  1818,  and  the 
21st  day  of  November,  1818;  and  so  much  of  the  Regulation  No.  9,  of  1820,  entitled  "  For 
amending  the  first  Regulation  of  1815,  entitled  'For  regulating  the  sale  and  possession  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  for  prohibiting  the  sale,  gift,  or  disposal  of  horses  to  natives  of 
India  in  Ceylon,  not  subjects  of  the  British  Government ;'  and  for  repe^lin^  so  much  thereof 
as  prohibits  the  sale  of  horses  to  natives  of  India  not  being  subjects  of  the  British  Government'* 
as  relates  to  the  possession  and  use  of  arms  shall  be,  and  tbe  same  is  hereby,  repealed,  save 
and  except  as  to  any  offences  already  committed  or  liabilities  incurred  thereunder. 

2.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  commencement  of  this  Ordinance  it  License  to  possess  ^ 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  have  in  his  custody  or  possession  any  arms  without  having  firc-anns. 
obtained  a  license  for  such  arms ;  and  anv  party  who  shall  have  in  his  custody  or  possession 

any  arms,  without  having  obtained  such  license,  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence,  and  be  liable  on 
conviction  thereof  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  pounds  for  the  first  offence,  and  for  the  second  Penalty, 
and  every  other  offence  to  a  fine  not  exceeding;  ten  pounds ;  and  all  such  arms  shall  in  every 
such  case  of  a  first  or  other  offence  be  forfeited  to  the  use  of  her  Majesty,  her  heirs  and  success- 
ors, if  the  Court  before  which  such  conviction  shall  take  place  shall  so  adjudge.  Provided  Provisos, 
always,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  apply  or  extend  to  any  licensed 
manufacturer  of  or  dealer  in  arms,  nor  to  any  person  while  actually  employed  by  any  such 
manufacturer  of  or  dealer  in  arms  to  carry  or  convey  arms  for  the  purpose  of  his  trade ;  and 
provided  also  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  apply  or  extend  to  any  person  while  entrusted 
by  a  person  having  such  license  with  the  temporary  use  or  custody  of  any  arms  for  which  a 
license  has  been  obtained.     And  provided  also,  that  no  member  of  the  family  of  a  deceased 

Eerson  who  had  at  the  time  of  his  decease  a  license  to  keep  arms  shall  be  liable  to  any  fine  for 
aving  such  arms  until  after  the  expiration  of  one  calendar  month  from  the  death  of  such 
licensed  person. 

3.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  any  person  who  may  be  desirous  to  obtain  any  such  How  obtained, 
license  shall  make  an  application  in  writing  to  that  effect,  as  near  as  is  material,  according  to 

the  Form  in  the  Schedule  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A,  to  the  Government  Agent,  or  some 
Assistant  Goveniment  Agent  of  the  province  within  which  such  person  resides,  specifying  the 
particular  place  in  such  province  where  he  usually  resides,  and  the  number  and  description  of 
arms  for  which  licenses  are  required,  and  such  Government  Agent,  or  Assistant  Government 
Agent,  shall  issue  to  the  person  making  the  same  a  license  for  each  gun,  pistol,  or  other 
description  of  arms  specified  in  such  application  as  near  as  is  material,  according  to  the  Form 
in  the  Schedule  hereunto  annexed,  marked  B,  which  license  shall  be  in  force  on  and  from  the 
day  on  which  the  same  shall  be  dated  for  twelve  calendar  months,  and  no  longer. 

4.  And  it  is  fiirther  enacted,  that  whenever  the  said  application  for  a  license  shall  not  show  Fire-arms  may  be 
that  any  such  arms  are  marked  with  such  names  or  figures,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  that  marked  by  the  Go- 
the  same  may  be  readily  identified,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Government  Agent,  or  Assistant  ^^^^  ^^^^ 
Government  Agent,  to  whom  the  application  is  made,  before  granting  the  license  appUed  for,     ^^^^^*^^' 

to  require  the  applicant  to  produce  to  him  any  such  arms,  and  thereupon  to  cause  the  same  to 
be  marked,  either  on  the  stock  or  barrel,  with  some  permanent  mark,  whereby  the  same  may 
afterwards  be  known  and  identified,  but  in  such  manner  as  not  to  injure  or  disfigure  the  same  ; 
and  such  arms  when  duly  marked  shall,  with  the  license  relating  thereto,  be  delivered  to  the 
said  applicant ;  and  the  expenses  attendant  on  such  marking  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  Govern- 
ment Agent,  or  Assistant  Government  Agent,  out  of  the  public  funds.     And  if  any  person  Penalty  for  fraudu- 
shall  wilftilly  obliterate  or  deface,  or  shall  alter,  counterfeit,  or  forge  any  such  mark,  or  shall  lently  obliterating, 
mark  any  arms  with  any  mark  resembling  or  intended  to  resemble  any  mark  used  by  such  ^'  Urging  mark. 
Government  Agent,  or  Assistant  Government  Agent,  under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance, 
with  intent  thereby  to  expose  any  person  to  any  fine  imposed  by  this  Ordinance,  or  to  defraud 
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Register  of  licenses 


Proceedings  where 
license  is  lost,  &c. 


Proof  of  ownership. 


License  to  manu- 
facture or  sell  arms. 


Penalty. 


Headmen  to  give 
information. 


Informer*s  share  of 
penalty. 

Proof  of  license. 


Limitation  of  pro- 
secutions. 


Ordinance  not  to 
extend  to  Military 
and  Naval  persons. 

Construction  of 
terms. 


Ordinance,  when  to 
take  effect. 


Her  Majesty  of  BXiy  stamp  cluty^  or  to  commit  any  other  firaud»  ewetj  sueh  oflfender  shall  fior- 
feit  for  each  oflTenee  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds. 

5.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  every  Government  Agent,  and  Assistant  GovernmeiHt 
Agents  shall  register  all  sueh  licenses  so  granted  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and 
shall  preserve  in  his  office  the  original  applications  for  the  same,  during  the  time  sucn  licenses 
shall  be  in  force  :  "and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person,  at  any  time  during  office  hours,  to 
demand  inspection  of  the  said  book,  and  of  any  such  original  appliealion ;  and  ako  to  take  anj 
copy  or  extract  therefrom. 

6.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  any  such  license  shall  be  by  any  casualty  destroyed, 
defaced,  or  lost,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  person  to  whom  the  same  shall  naUe  been  granted  to 
report  tbe  same  to  the  Government  Agent,  or  any  Assistant  Government  Agent  for  the  pro* 
vince  wherein  such  person  resides ;  and  if  such  Government  Agent,  or  Assistant  Government 
Agent,  shall  be  satisfied  of  the  fact  of  such  casualty  or  loss,  he  shall  grant  to  such  person  a 
certificate  in  the  form  in  the  Schedule  hereunto  annexed,  marked  C^  reciting  such  loss,  and 
setting  out  the  purport  and  effect  of  the  license  so  lost,  defaced,  or  destroyed;  and  such  certi- 
ficate shall  be  in  lieu  thereof,  and  of  like  force  and  effect. 

7.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  occupier  of  any  house  or  premises  in  which  any  ams 
shall  be  found,  shall  for  the  purposes  of  this  Ordinance  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  possessor 
of  such  arms. 

8.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  from  and  after  tbe  commencement  of  this  Ordimmcer  no 
person  shall  make,  mend,  repair,  or  keep  for,  or  expose  to  sale  in  this  island  by  way  of  auction 
or  otherwise,  any  arms^  or  any  part  of  any  arms,  without  a  license  from  the  Government 
Agent,  or  some  Assistant  Government  Agent  of  the  province  within  whicb  such  person  resides ; 
which  license  shall  be  as  near  as  is  material  according  to  the  form  in  the  Schedule  hereunto 
annexed,  marked  D,  and  shall  be  in  force  on  and  from  the  day  on  which  tbe  same  shall  be 
dated  for  twelve  calendar  months  and  no  longer:  and  if  any  person  shall  have  in  his  custody 
or  possession,  for  the  purpose  of  his  trade  as  a  manufacturer  of  or  dealer  in  arms,  any  arms, 
or  part  thereof,  without  being  so  licensed,  every  such  oflfender  shall  be  liable  on  convicticm 
thereof  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds.  Provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  constrtfed  to  prevent  any  person  licensed  to  possess  arms  under  the  3rd  section 
of  this  Ordinanee  from  mending,  r^airing,  or  selling  any  arms  for  which  he  has  obtained  a 
license. 

9.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  any  headman  or  officer  of  police,  or  any  peace  officer 
whomsoever  shall  fail  to  inform  against  any  person  guilty  of  possessing  or  using  arms  without  a 
license,  and  whom  he  shall  have  good  reason  to  know  or  to  believe  to  be  guilty  thereof;  such 
headman,  officer  of  police,  or  peace  officer  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence,  and  be  liable  on  coa- 
viotion  thereof  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  pounds  in  re^ct  of  every  failure  to  inform  against 
any  such  person  as  aforesaid. 

10.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  one-half  of  all  tbe  fines  acttially  recovered  and  realized 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance  shall  go  to  our  Lady  the  Queen  and  the  other  half  to  the 
iaformer. 

11.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  whenever  any  person  shall  be  charged  before  a  competent 
Court  of  Ju^ce  with  possessing  or  using  arms  without  a  licence,  the  party  complaining  shall 
not  be  reqitired  to  prove  the  want  of  license ;  but  the  proof  that  such  person  is  licensed  shall  be 
upon  the  accused.  Provided,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Court  to  award  costs  to  the  accused 
against  any  person  who  may  have  made  a  vexatious  complaint ;  and  such  costs  shall  be  reco- 
vered in  like  manner  as  any  fine  imposed  under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance. 

12.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  no  prosecution  shall  be  instituted  against  any  person  for 
any  offence  committed  against  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance,  unless  the  same  shall 
be  commenced  within  one  calendar  month  from  the  time  of  the  commission  of  such  offence^ 

IS.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  nothing  in  this  Ordinance  contained  shall  apply  to  or 
afiect  any  person  serving  in  Her  Majesty's  Forces  in  respect  of  any  arms  entrusted  to  or  used 
by  any  such  pei'son  in  such  capacity. 

14.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  in  the  construction  of  this  Ordinance  the  word  *'  arma" 
shall  be  deemed  and  construed  to  include  every  description  of  fire-arms  and  air-guns,  aad 
every  separate  gun  or  pistol-barrel  or  stock,  and  no  other  weapon  whatever. 

15.  And  it  is  further  enaeted,  that  this  Ordinance  shall  commence  aad  take  effect  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  June  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight. 


FoaM  of  AppUcatioQ  for  License  to  possess  and  use  Anxuk 

To  the  Govemmei^  Agent, 


fiMTthe 


Province. 


I  {here  specify  the  name  of  the  Applicant  and  his  place  of  residence)  do  hereby  apply  for  a 
license  to  possess  and  use  the  following  arms. 


GOM. 


A  dtnAMtamrtUed  Fowling* 
piece,  by  Manion,  No, 
6749. 


PiSTOlJk 


A  tingMMurrelled  Pistol. 
No  mar  L 


Any  other  description  of 
Anni,  naming  them. 


7\do   mtuket-barreU.    No 
mark. 


(Date.} 


(Signed)  A.  B. 
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B. 

Form  of  License  to  possess  and  use  Arms. 
A.  B.  of 


CBTLOIf. 


was  this  day  liea^ed 


No. 

to  possess  and  use 

(A  doMe-harrelkd  FawUnff-piece,  by  Manton,  No.  6749, 

or 

A  singMMrreHed  Pistol,  marked  on  the  barrel     . 

or  as  the  case  may  be) 

(Signed) 
Issued  the  day  of  GoverDment  Ageat. 

NoTB. — Hits  license  will  cease  to  be  in  force  on  the  day  of 


Whereas  on  the  day  of  last  a  license  to  keep  the  arms  herein  men- 

tioned was  granted  by  to  A.  jB.,  of  And  whereas  it  has  been 

proved  to  my  satisfaction  that  the  said  license  has  been  destroyed^  defaced^  or  lost  (as  the  case 
may  be).  Now  I  do  hereby  grant  the  said  A.  B.  this  certificate  to  be  in  lieu  of  the  said 
license^  and  of  the  like  force  and  effect. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  this  day  of 

(Signed)  Government  Agent. 


Oims. 


PmoLs. 


Any  other  deieription  of 
Anns,  naming  them. 


No. 


D. 
LiCENSB  to  Make,  Bepair  and  Sell  Arms. 


to  use  and  exercise  the  trade  or  calling 
in  the  district  of 


Liceihse  is  hereby  granted  to  A.  B.  of 
of  a  manufacturer  of,  or  dealer  in,  arms  Bt 

Given  at  the  day  of 

(Signed)  Government  Agent. 

Note. — This  license  will  cease  to  be  in  force  on  the  day  of 

Passed  in  Council  the  fourteenth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 
seven. 

G.  C.  Talbot,  Acting  Clerk  to  the  Council. 

Published  by  Order  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

J.  Emerson  Tennent,  Colonial  Secretary. 


(No.  18.) 


No.  7. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hod.  Viscount  Torrington 

to  Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo,  January  15,  1848. 
My  Lord,  {Received  Feb.  28,  1848.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  for  your  Lordship's  sanction,  the  Ordi- 
nance, No.  14,  to  provide  for  the  supplemental  contingent  charges  of  the  past 
year. 

The  report  of  the  sub-committee  enters  so  fully  into  explanation  of  all  its 
important  details,  that  I  find  it  only  necessary  to  remark,  that  the  apparently 
large  sum  of  59,116/.  is  not  merely  designed  to  cover  the  extra  expenditure 
of  tiie  year  beyond  the  sums  voted  in  the  Supply  Ordinance  for  1847,  but  it 
likewise  makes  provision  for  the  entire  service  of  the  month  of  December, 
which  by  recent  instructions  from  your  Lordship,  in  relation  to  the  new 
system  of  public  accounts,  had  to  be  treated  as  a  portion  of  the  last  financial 
year ;  the  new  financial  year  being  hereafter  to  commence  on  the  1st  January, 
instead  of  the  1st  Decemiber  as  heretofore 

I  have,  &c., 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


G  2 


No.  7. 


Answered  May  13, 
1848,  No.  214, 
page  328. 
1. 
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CSTLON. 

End.  1  in  No.  7. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  7. 

Ordinance  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon  wich 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council 
thereof. 


TORRINGTON. 


Preamble. 


59,116/.  to  be  charged  upon  the  Refeuue  of 
this  island. 


20,679Z.  for  the  sapiilementary  charges  for 
the  civil  contingent  terrice  of  the  year, 
1847,  vis.  : 


597/.  for  the  department  of  the  Colonial  Sec- 
retary. 

267/i  for  the  department  of  the  Treasurer  and 
Commissioner  of  Stamps. 


438/.  for  the  Colonial  Medical  Department 


59/.  for  the  department  of  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Botanic  Garden. 

21/.  for  the  department  of  the  Master  Atten* 
daot  of  Colombo. 

1/.  for  the  depaitmeot  of  the  Master  Atten- 
dant of  Trincomalie. 


5,902/.  for  the  departments  of  the  se?eral  Gk>- 
▼emment  Agents. 


1,000/1  ibrthe  Colonial  Agent  in  London. 

394/  for  the  department  of  the  Surveyor  Ge- 
neral for  the  undermentioiied  services,  vhb : 

1/.  for  contingent  salaries. 
393/.  for  surveying. 

5,500/.  in  addition  to  fixed  establishment  and 
stores  for  the  department  of  the  Civi)  Engi- 
neer for  public  works,  provided  thatSie 
total  expenditure  shall  not  exceed  7,834/., 


For  new  buildings  and  works. 

North-Westem  Province. 

67/.  for  erecting  a  suite  of  bed-rooms  at  the 
residence  of  &  District  Judge  at  Chilaw. 

Southern  Province. 
550/.  towards  erecting  a  new  lighthouse  at 
Galle. 

Central  Province. 
160/.for  constructing  a  new  XQioi  to  the  Pioneer 
hospital  in  Kandy« 


No.  14. 


To  apply  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty-nine  thousand 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds  to  defray  the 
Supplementary  contingent  charges  of  the  year 
1847. 

Whereas  by  an  Ordinance  No.  13  of  1846,  it  was 
enacted  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty* 
eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty -six  pounds  should 
be  charged  upon  the  revenue  of  this  island  for  the  contin* 

ijent  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
orty-seven,  and  it  has  become  necessary  to  make  furfiier 
provision  for  the  service  of  the  said  year. 

1.  It  is  therefore  hereby  enacted  by  the  Governor  of 
Ceylon,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative 
Council  thereof,  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty.nine 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds  shall  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  charged  upon  the  revenue  of  this 
island  for  the  services  herein  after  mentioned. 

2.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said  sum 
of  fifty-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  nxteen  pounds* 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine  pounds  to  defray  the  supple- 
mentary charges  for  the  civil  contingent  service  of  the 

Sear  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven,  as 
ereinafter  more  particularly  expressed ;  that  is  to  say, 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
and  ninety-seven  pounds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
department  of  the  Colonial  Secretary ;  and  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  two  hundred  Wi  sixty* 
seven  pounds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  department 
of  the  Treasurer  and  Commissioner  of  Stamps  ;  and  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  four  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  pounds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  colofrial 
medical  department;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
not  exceeding  fifty-nine  pounds  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  department  of  the  superintendent  of  the  botanic 
garden ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
twenty-one  pounds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  depart- 
ment of  the  master  attendant  of  Colombo ;  and  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  pound  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  department  of  the  master  attendant 
of  Trincomalie;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  two  pounds  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  departments  of  the  severid 
Government  agents ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  motley 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  pounds  to  defray  the  expenses 
incurred  by  the  Colonial  Agent  in  London ;  and  an^ 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  three  hundred  and 
ninety-four  pounds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Surveyor  Greneral  for  the  underroentioned 
services,  viz.  for  contingent  salaries  one  pound,  for  sur- 
veying thi*ee  hundred  and  ninety-three  pounds ;  and  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  five  thousand  and 
five  hundred  pounds  in  addition  to  fixed  establishment, 
and  stores  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  department  of 
the  civil  engineer  ror  the  undermentioned  services  and 
works,  provided  that  the  total  expenditure,  shall  not 
exceed  seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four 
pounds ;  viz.,  for  charges  brought  to  account  by  the  Go- 
vernment agents,  viz.,  for  new  buildings  and  works : 
North-Westem  Province,  for  erecting  a  suit  of  bed-rooms 
at  the  residence  of  the  district  judge  at  Chilaw,  sixty- 
seven  pounds ;  Southern  Province,  towards  erecting  a 
new  lighthouse  at  Galle,  five  hundred  and  fifty  poumls ; 
Central  Province,  for  constructing  a  new  roof  to  the 
Pioneer  Hospital  in  Kaiidy  one  hundred  and  sixty 
pounds,  for  building  and  constructing  front,  &c.  walls  of 
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772.  fiir  bnildiof  and  coottracting  firont,  fto^ 
walb  of  the  CourUhoote  at  Nawam  EUia. 

YK  Ar  boildinf  a  portioii  of  the  bund  wall 
in  Kandy. 

49Z.  for  conttracting  drains  at  the  official  re- 
•idenceof  the  Colonial  8«cretarj  in  Kandy. 

For  new  roads  and  bridges. 

Western  Prorince. 

430L  towards  constructing  Laboratory  bridge 
on  the  glacis  niad  eatside  the  fort  of  Co- 
lombo. 

300/.  for  opening  and  forming  the  Badiilla 
approach  to  the  Tslata  Oya  bridge. 

960A  for  611iiig  in  the  lower  KandT  lake^  ftc 

370/.  for  constractiqg  an  arched  drua  in  the 
lower  Kandy  lake. 

For  repairs  exceeding  200/.  each. 
Western  Province. 
26/.  fer  the  ordinary  repairs  of  tba  bridge  of 

boats  at  Grand-pass. 
383/»  for  altering  and  repairing  theQnecn^ 

houi«  preroijtes  in  Colombo. 

S5/.  for  coorerting  the  grain  store  at  Ratna- 
poora  into  a  dwelling^hoase  for  the  District 

Central  Prorince. 

830/.  for  renewing  the  present  roof  of  the  ball- 
room of  the  Pavilion  at  Kandy,  and  for 
patting  on  a  new  roof,  also  for  painting  tho 
doom  and  windows,  &c.,  of  the  whole 
building,  &C. 

600/.  for  repairs  under  200/.  each  for  the  whole 


Fbr  ittoidental  repairs  n^  roads^  ftc,  within 
TowniL 

100/.  Western  Province. 

120/.  Central  Province. 

For  carrying  on  works  already  sanctioned 
under  furroer  Supply  Ordinances. 

500/.  for  carrying  on  works  already  sanc- 
tioned but  not  specified. 

Western  Province. 

Ill/,  for  building  a  rest  house  at  Pallelo- 
gamme. 

42i.  for  building  two  boats  for  the  bridge  of 
boats  at  Grand-pass. 

62i  for  builduig  two  cottages  with  accom- 
modation for  four  overseers  of  prisoners  at 
Wellikadde. 

MAU,  fbr  bidldiog  a  lunatic  asylum  at  Mar- 
andabn. 

0/.  for  building  a  bridge  at  Mabolle. 

45/.  for  building  a  bridge  at  Dandoogam. 

92/.  Ibr  building  a  bridge  at  Morottoowelle. 

10/»  Ibr  adding  a  verandah  to  the  record  room 
of  the  Colombo  Cuicherry. 

13/.  for  repairing  the  boundary  wall  of  the 
Coioaibe  Cotcherry. 

13/.  fur  enclosing  the  rear  vemndah  of  the 
Office  of  the  Deputy  Commissary  General. 

CO/,  for  building  a  retaining  wall  to  the  land- 

'    lagplBoe  opposite  the  new  grain  shed  at 

.    Colombo. 

200/.  for  building  a  new  Gaol  at  Wellikadde. 
North-Westem  Province. 

}9t  for  forming  a  road  ftnm  the  Salt  Pbns  at 
Natchically  to  the  neighbouring  sea  beach. 

14/.  for  removing  a  salt  store  from  Udapan- 
carre  to  Putlam,  &c. 

6t  for  building  two  bridges  at  Putlam. 

91/*  for  bttildiog  oiBocs  for  the  Government 
Agent  and  his  Assistant  at  Putlam. 

177/.  for  raising  and   repairing  the  streets 
withm  the  town  of  Putlam. 
Southern  Province. 

24/.  for  re-building  the  landing  Jetty  at  Galle. 

600/.  for  tlie  completion  of  various  public 
works. 

Northern  Province. 

79/.  for  converting  two  of  the  ruined  bnild- 
ings  in  the  fort  of  Jaffna  into  a  reridence 
for  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  when 
on  circuit 

Central  Province. 

22/.  for  completing  the  rest  house  at  Matelle. 

2/.  for  builcUng  a  privy  outside  the  Kandy 
gaol. 

187/.  for  repairing  and  improving  Colombo- 
street,  Kandy. 

408/.  for  constructing  a  Commissariat  Store- 
bouse,  &c.,  at  Nuwera-Ellia. 

6^500/.  in  addition  to  fixed  establishment  and 
stores  fur  the  department  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Roads  for  public  works,  provided 
that  the  total  expenditure  shall  not  exceed 
10,219/.;  vis. 

500/.  for  miscellaneous  charges. 


the  cotiit  houie  at  Nuwera-Ellia,  seventy-seren  pounds, 
for  building  a  portion  of  the  bund  wall  in  Kandy,  seventy- 
five  pounds,  for  constructing  drains  at  the  official  re- 
sidence of  die  Colonial  Secretary  in  Kandy,  forty-five 
pounds.  For  new  roads  and  bridges :  Western  Province, 
towards  constructing  Laboratory  Bridge  on  the  glacis 
road  outride  the  fort  of  Colombo,  four  hundred  and 
thirty  pounds,  for  opening  and  forming  the  Badulla 
approach  to  the  Talata  Ova  bridge  two  hundred  pounds, 
for  filling  in  the  Lower  Kandy  Lake  8cc.  two  hundred 
and  sixty  pounds,  for  constructing  an  arched  drain  in  the 
Lower  Kandy  lake  three  hundred  and  seventy  pounds ; 
for  repairs  exceeding  two  hundred  pounds  each :  Western 
Province,  for  the  ordinary  repairs  of  the  bridge  of  boats 
at  Grand-pass  twenty-six  pounds,  for  altering  and  re- 
pairing the  Queen's  House  premises  in  Colombo  three 
hundred   and  eighty-three  pounds,  for  converting   the 

Srain  store  at  Ratnapoora  into  a  dwelling-house  for  the 
istrict  judge  twenty -five  pounds.  Central  Province,  for 
renewing  the  present  roof  of  the  ball-room  of  the  pa- 
vilion at  Kandy,  and  for  putting  on  a  new  roof,  also  for 
painting  the  doors  and  windows,  &c.,  of  the  whole  build- 
ing, &c.,  eight  hundred  and  thirty  pounds;  for  repairs 
under  two  hundred  pounds  each  for  the  whole  island  six 
hundred  pounds ;  for  incidental  repairs  of  roads  &c. 
within  towns :  in  the  Western  Province,  two  hundred 
pounds;  in  the  Central  Province,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds;  for  carrying  on  works  already  sanctioned 
under  former  Supply  Ordinances  ;  for  carrying  on  works 
already  sanctioned, but  not  specified  five  hundred  pounds; 
Western  Province,  for  building  a  rest  house  at  Pallelo- 
gam  me  one  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds,  for  building  two 
boats  for  the  bridge  of  boats  at  Grand-pass  forty-two 
pounds,  for  building  two  cottages  with  accommodation 
for  four  overseers  of  prisoners  at  Wellikadde  sixty-two 
pounds,  for  building  a  lunatic  asylum  at  Marendahn  six 
hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  for  building  a  bridge  at 
Mabolle  nine  pounds,  for  building  a  bridge  at  Dandoo- 
gam forty-five  pounds,  for  building  a  bridge  at  Morot- 
toowelle ninety-two  pounds,  for  adding  a  verandah  to  the 
Record-room  of  the  Colombo  Cutchen^  ten  pounds,  for 
repairing  the  boundary  wall  of  the  Colombo  Cutcherry 
thirteen  pounds,  for  enclosing  the  rear  verandah  of  the 
office  of  the  Deputy  Commissary-General  thirteen 
pounds,  for  building  a  retaining  wall  to  the  landing  place 
opposite  the  new  grain  shed  at  Colombo  sixty  pounds, 
for.  building  a  new  goal  at  Wellikadde  two  hundred 
pounds:  North-Westem  Province,  for  forming  a  road 
from  the  salt  pans  at  Natchically  to  the  neighbouring  sea 
beach  fifteen  pounds,  for  removing  a  salt  store  from 
Udapancarre  to  Putlam,  &c.,  fourteen  pounds,  for  bMilding 
two  bridges  at  Putlam  six  pounds,  for  building  offices  for 
the  Government  agent  and  his  assistant  at  Putlam  ninety- 
one  pounds,  for  raising  and  repairing  the  streets  within 
the  town  of  Pudam  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
pounds :  Southern  Province,  for  rebuilding  the  landing 
jetty  at  Galle  twenty-four  pounds,  for  the  completion  of 
various  public  works  six  hundred  pounds :  Nortnem  Pro- 
vince, for  converting  two  of  the  ruined  buildings  in  the  fort 
of  Jaflha  into  a  residence  for  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  when  on  circuit  seventy-nine  pounds:  Central 
Province,  for  completing  the  rest  house  at  Matelle 
twenty-two  pounds,  for  building  a  privy  outside  the 
Kandy  gaol  two  pounds,  for  repairing  and  improving 
ColomlH>-street,  Kandy,  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
pounds,  for  constructing  a  commissariat  store  house  &c* 
at  Nuwera-EUia  four  hundred  and  eight  pounds. 

And  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  six 
thousand  and  five  hundred  pounds  in  addition  to  fixed 
establishment  and  stores  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
department  of  the  Commissioner  of  Roads  for  the  under- 
mentioned services  and  works,  provided  that  the  total 
expenditure  shall  not  exceed  ten  thousand  two  hundred 
and  nineteen  pounds ;  viz.  for  miscellaneous  charges  five 


CX¥U>K. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


46 


PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 
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"  TfliiuiiMut  Agcnti,  ^iz.  I 

For  the  ordinary  and  necettary  repairs,  viz. : 

2,000/.  road  from  Colombo  to  Kandy. 
2811.  road  from  Kandy  to  Nnwera-Elila. 

For  the  cendnuation  of  roadi  Already  beguut 
Tiz. : 

3,1 52L  road  from  Yattiantotte  to  OampoU. 

1,100/.  for  nnezpended  balances  en  Eitimates 
for  works  sanetioned  by  Supply  Ordi- 
naaoes  of  prerioua  yMifl» 

3,1 86iL  for  the  tepair  of  the  Peiadenia  bridge. 


6,496/.  for  the  Supplementary  charges  for  the 
Bevenue  contingent  eenrice  of  the  year 
1847,  Tix- 


4|439/  for  the  departments  of  the  teveml  Go- 
Temroent  Agenti. 


l>567/.  for  the  deparhnent  of  the  Customs. 


490/.  for  the  department  of  the  Postmaster- 
General. 


3,706/.  for  the  Supplementary  charges  for  the 
Judicial  contingent  service  of  the  year 
1847,  Tix. 


7/.  for  the  department  of  the  Qaeen's  Ad?o- 
cale. 

27/.  for  the  department  of  tiie  Register  of  the 
Supieme  Court. 

^SL  for  the  departments  of  the  sereml  Dis- 
trict Judges,  Commissioners  of  the  Courts 
«f  Requests  and  Police  Magistcatea» 


2,853/.  for  the  departments  of  die  tevera^ 
Fis^ls. 


431  /.  for  the  derortment  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Police  of  Colombo. 


180/.  for  the  department  of  the  Superintendent 
office  of  Kandy. 


31,  for  the  department  of  die  Commissioner 
of  the  Loon  Board, 


3377/.  for  the  supplementary  charges  for  the 
raHitary  contiugeiit  aerriee  of  ik/d  year 
1847,  vii.; 


1081.  for  die  general  and  garrison  staff. 
lOSf .  for  regimental  ezpeoees. 
1531.  ibr  military  ] 


hundred  pounds ;  for  charges  brought  to  account  by  the 
Government  agents,  viz.  ibr  the  ordinary  and  necessary 
repairs,  including  unexpended  balances  of  unfinished  es- 
timates of  previous  years,  viz.  road  from  Colombo  to 
Kandy  two  thousand  pounds,  road  from  Kandy  to  Nti- 
wera-BIlia  two  hundred  and  eighty-one  pounds ;  for  the 
continuation  of  roads  already  begun,  including  unex- 
pended balances  of  unfinished  estimates  of  previous 
years,  viz.  road  from  Yattiantotte  to  Gampola  three 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  pounds ;  for  un^ic- 
pended  balances  on  estimates  for  woriis  sanctioned  l^ 
Supply  Ordinances  of  previous  years  one  thousand  and 
one  hundred  pounds ;  and  for  the  repair  of  the  Pera^ 
denia  Bridge  three  diousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-six 
pounds. 

3.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said  sum 
of  fifly-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds, 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  six  thousand  four  hundred 
and  ninety-six  pounds  to  defray  the  supplementary 
charges  for  the  revenue  contingent  8«-viee  of  the  year 
One  tbotisand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven  as  herein- 
after more  particularly  expressed;  that  is  to  say,  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  four  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirty-ninb  pounds  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  departments  of  the  several  Government  agents ;.  and 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  thocoand 
five  hundred  and  sixty-seven  pounds  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  department  of  the  Customs ;  and  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  four  hundred  and  ninety 
pounds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  department  of  tte 
Postmaster-General. 

4.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said  sum 
of  fifly-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds;, 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  three  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  six  pounds  to  defray  the  supplmentary  charges 
for  the  judicial  contingent  service  of  the  year  One 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven  as  hereinafter 
more  particularly  expressed ;  that  is  to  say,  any  sum 
or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  seven  pounds  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  department  of  the  Queen's  Advocate; 
and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceedmg  twenty- 
seven  pounds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  department 
of  the  Registrar  of  tlie  Supreme  Court ;  and  any  sum 
or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  five 
pounds  to  defray  the  expenses  oi  the  departments  of  the 
several  district  judges,  Commissioners  of  the  Courts  of 
Requests  and  police  magistrates ;  and  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  not  exceeding  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifiy-three  pounds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  several  Fiscals ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  not  exceeding  four  hundred  and  thirty-one  pounds 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  department  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Police  of  Colombo ;  and  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  department  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Police  of  Kandy;  and  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  not  exceeding  three  pounds  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  department  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Loan  Board. 

5.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said  sum 
of  fifty-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds, 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  snm  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  three  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven  pounds  to  defray  the  supplemen- 
tary charges  for  the  military  contingent  service  of  the  yesi* 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven  as  hereinafter 
more  particularly  expressed ;  that  is  to  say,  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  eight 
pounds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  general  and  garrison 
staff ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  and  two  pounds  to  defray  regimental  expenses; 
and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
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For  charges  brought  to  account  by  ihe  Deputy 

Cominianrj-Genem]. 
162.  for  the  Eojal  EngiDeer  department 

2900Z.  for  the  Banack  department 

982.  for  the  Royal  Engineer  and  Barrack  de- 
partmenti  fat  military  lervicee  and  worki. 


771.  for  general  ternce  indudinff  fmall  re- 
pairt  to  barracks,  &c.  for  ue  western, 
southern,  eastern,  and  central  prorinoes. 

21 1  for  defraying  the  rent  of  Regimental 
Mess  Houses. 


21,858/.  for  the  supplementary  char^  for 
the  Commissariat  contingent  senrice  of 
the  year  1847,  Tis.: 


22,8581.  for  the  department  of  the  Deputy 
Commissary-General. 


2000/.  for  the  Colonial  Agent  in  London. 

Treasurer  to  pay  the  abore  at  such  times  as 
the  Governor  by  warrant  shall  order. 


And  to  receive  credit  in  bis  accounts  tot 
the  payments  made  in  pursuance  thereof. 


dred  and  fifty-three  pounds  to  defray  military  pensions ; 
and  for  charges  brought  to  account  by  the  Deputy  Conip 
missary-General,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceed- 
ing  sixteen  pounds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  rojal 
engineer  department;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
not  exceeding  two  thousand  and  nine  hundred  pounds  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  barrack  department ;  and  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  ninety-eight  pounds 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  royal  engineer  and  barrack 
departments  for  the  undermentioned  military  services  and 
works^  viz.,  for  general  service,  including  small  repairs  to 
barracks,  &c.  for  the  western,  southern,  eastern,  and  ceB- 
tral  provinces,  seventy-seven  pounds,  for  defraying  the 
rent  of  regimental  mess  houses  twenty-one  pounds. 

6.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said  sum 
of  fifly-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds, 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum  or 
suras  of  money  not  exceeding  twenty-four  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  pounds  to  defray  the  supplemen- 
tary charges  for  the  Commissariat  contingent  service  of 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forCy-seven,  as 
hereinafter  more  particularly  expressed ;  that  is  to  say, 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  twenty-two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight  pounds  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  department  of  the  Deputy  Commift- 
sary-General ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  ex- 
ceeding two  thousand  pounds  to  defray  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  colonial  agent  in  London. 

7.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  treasurer  of  this 
island  shall  issue  and  pay  the  said  several  sums  to  such 
persons  for  the  purposes  hereinbefore  mentioned,  upon 
such  days  and  in  such  proportions  as  the  Governor  for 
the  time  being,  by  any  warrant  or  order  in  writing  to 
be  signed  by  nim,  shall  from  time  to  time  order  and 
direct;  and  that  th<^  payments  fo  to  be  made  shall  be 
charged  upon  and  payable  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  said 
island. 

8.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  said  treasurer 
shall,  in  his  accounts  from  time  to  time,  be  allowed  credit 
for  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  paid  by  him  in  pursuance 
of  such  warrant  or  order  in  writing  as  aforesaid ;  and  that 
the  receipt  or  receipts  of  the  respective  persons  to  whom 
the  same  shall  be  so  paid  shall  be  a  full  and  valid  dis- 
charge to  the  said  treasurer  in  passing  his  said  accounts, 
for  any  such  sum  or  sums  as  shall  be  therein  mentioned ; 
and  that  he  shall  and  do  receive  credit  for  the  same  ac- 
cordingly. 

Passed  in  Council  the  Thirtieth  day  of  December,  One 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven. 

G.  C.  Talbot, 
Acting  Clerk  to  the  Council. 

Published  by  order  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

J.  Emerson  Tsnnbnt, 

Colonial  Secretary. 


CBY&ON. 


L — Supplementary  Estimate  of  the  probable  Expenses  for  the  undermentioned  Servicest 
forming  a  Charge  oa  the  Treasury  of  Ceylon,  for  the  Year  1847. 

Civil  Contingent  Charges. 

An  Estimate  of  the  sums  which  may  be  required  to  meet  Civil  Contingent  Charges  of  the  following 
departments  :— 

Colonial  Secretary.  £. 

Salaries,.  Contingent 150 

Printing  Office 150 

Miscellaneous. 297 

597 

Treasurer  and  Commiuumer  of  Stampe. 

Salaries,  Contingent.        .        .  ' 3 

Conveyance  of  Treasure 8Q 

Miscellaneous.        .        .        •        •*      .        .- 184 

267 
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Cobmal  Medical  DepartmetiL  £. 

Salaries,  Contingent                 293 

Leper  Hospital       .        * 70 

PtttahHospiul       .        • ....  50 

MisceQaneoua         •        * 25 

Stg>enniendeni  of  the  Boimie  Garden. 

Salaries,  Contingent 38 

Miscellaneous 21 

Maaer  Aitendani  of  Colombo. 

Salaries,  Contingent 5 

MiscellaneoQs .        •        .    * 15 

Matter  Attendant  of  THncomalee. 
Miscellaneous* 

Government  Agents. 

Salaries,  Contingent 851 

Pensions  and  AUowances 293 

Charitable  Allowances,  and  in  aid  of  Friend  in  Need  Societies     ....  551 

Medical  Charges 1,348 

For  Surveying  Crown  Lands 188 

For  Ferry  Boats 13 

Queen's  House  Gardens  at  Colombo 50 

Costs  of  Government  Suits 88 

Miscellaneous 2,520 

Colonial  Agent  in  Lombn. 
Miscellaneous 

Surveyor  General, 

Salaries,  Contingent •        •         .  1 

Surveying 393 

Civil  Engineer. 

An  Estimate  of  the  sums  which  may  be  required  towards  the  execution  of  the  under- 
mentioned services  and  works,  in  addition  to  Fixed  Establishment  and  Stores 

Charges  brought  to  account  by  the  GovEaNMBNT  Agents. 
For  new  Buildings  and  Works : — 

North'  Western  Province. 
For  erecting  a  suite  of  bed  rooms  at  the  residence  of  the  District  Judge  at  Chilaw  67 

Southern  Province, 
Towards  erecting  a  new  Light  House  at  Galle 550 

Central  Province. 

Constructing  a  new  roof  to  the  Pioneer  Hospital  in  Kandy  •  .  160 
Building  and  constructing  front,  &c.,  walls  of  the  Court  House  at 

Nuwera-EDia 77 

Building  a  portion  of  the  Bund  Wall  in  Kandy 75 

Constructing  drains  at  the  official  residence  of  the  Colonial  Secretary 

in  Kandy 45 

357 

New  Roads  and  Bridges. 

Western  Province. 

Towards  constructing  Laboratory  Bridge  on  the  Glacis  Road  outaide  the  Fort  of 

Colombo.        .  430 

Central  Province. 

For  opening  and  forming  the  BaduUa  approach  to  the  Talatoo  Oya  Bridge    .        .  200 

For  filling  in  the  Lower  Kandy  Lake.  &c 260 

For  constructing  an  arched  drain  in  ditto 370 

For  Repairs  exceeding  £200  each. 

Western  Province. 

For  the  ordinary  repairs  of  the  Bridge  of  Boats  at  Grand  Pass     .         .  26 

For  altering  and  repairing  the  Queen's  House  premises  in  Colombo      .  383 

Convertintic  the  Grain  Store  at  Ratnapoora  into  a  dwelling  house  for  the 

District  Judge 25 

434 


438 
59 

21 

1 


5,902 


1,000 


394 


5,500 


974 


1,260 
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Central  Province.  £.        £.  CBYLON. 

For  renewing  the  present  roof  of  the  Ball-room  of  the  Pavilion  of  Kandy  and  for  """ 

putting  on  a  new  roof,  also  for  painting  .'the  [doors  and  windows,  Ac.,  of  the 
whole  building,  &c ' 830 

1,264 

For  repairs  under  ^£200  each,  for  the  whole  Island 600 

For  Incidental  Repairs  of  RoADSi  &c«,  within  Towns. 

Western  Province    .        .        • 200 

Central  Province      .        .        .' '       .        •  120 

-  320 

For  carrying  on  Works  already  sanctioned  under  former  Supply  Ordinances. 
For  carrying  on  works  ahready  sanctioned,  but  not  specified 500 

Wesiem  Province. 

For  building  a  Rest  House  at  Pallelogame 115 

For  building  two  Boats  for  the  Bridge  of  Boats  at  Qrand-Pass     .        •         .         •  42 
For  building  two  Cottages  with  accommodation^  for  |four  overseers  of  Prisoners 

at  Wellikadde 62 

For  building  a  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Marendahn 630 

For  building  a  Bridge  at  MaboUe 9 

, ,                 at  Dandogam •  45 

, ,                at  Morotowelle •        *  92 

For  adding  a  Verandah  to  the  Record  Room  of  the  Colombo  Cutcherry         .        •  10 

For  repairing  the  Boundary  Wall  of  ditto   ••.••...  13 

For  enclosing  the  rear  Verandah  of  the  Office  of  the  Deputy  Commissary  General.  13 
For  building  a  retaining  wall,  to  the  Landing-place  opposite  the  new  grain  shed  at 

Colombo 60 

For  building  a  New  Gaol  at  Wdlikadde 200 

1.291 

North'  Western  Province. 

For  forming  a  road  from  the  Salt  pans  at  Natchically  to  the  neighbouring  sea*beach  15 

For  temoving  a  Salt  Store  from  Udapancare  to  Putlam,  &c 14 

For  building  two  Bridges  at  Putlam 6 

For  building  Offices  for  the  Government  Agent  and  his  Assistant  at  Putlam  .        •  91 

For  raising  and  repairing  the  streets  within  the  town  of  Putlam  ....  177 

303 

Southern  Province. 

For  rebuilding  the  landing  Jetty  at  Galle 24 

For  the  completion  of  yarious  Public  Works •  600 

624 

Northern  Province. 

For  converting  two  of  the  ruined  buildings  in  the  Fort  of  Jaffiia  into  a  Residence 

for  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  when  on  circuit    .        .        •        •        •  79 

Central  Province* 
For  completing  the  JRest  House  at  Bfatelle        ......  22 

For  building  a  Privy  outside  the  Kandy  Gaol     ....••  2 

For  repairing  and  improving  Colombo-street,  Kandy  •        •         .        •        •  187 

For  constructing  a  Commissariat  Store  House,  &c.,  at  Nuwera-Ellia     .        .        •    408 

619 

Provided  that  the  Total  Expenditure  of  the  Civil  Engineer's  Department,  inclusive 

of  Fixed  Establishment,  Stores,  and  all  other  charges  shall  not  exceed  •        •  7,834 

Commissioner  of  Roads. 

An  Estimate  of  the  sums  which  may  be  required  towards  the  execution  of  the  un- 
dermentioned services  and  works,  in  addition  to  Fixed  Establishment  and 
Stores 6,500 

Miscellaneous 500 

Charges  brought  to  Account  by  the  Government  Agents. 

RoAns. 

Ordinary  and  Necessary  Repairs. 

tJ  i-i-  «    .1  Colombo  to  Kandy 2,000 

?-S  ^  S  S-  S   Kandy  to  Nuwera-Ellia 281 

lls'S'sd  2,281 

JO  g  g  .s  ^  II  Continuation  of  Roads  already  begun  in  former  years. 

5*  ««  S  ^JYattiantottetoGampolle. 3,152 

Unexpended  Balances  on  Estimates  for  works  sanctioned  by  Supply  Ordinances 

of  previous  years 1,100 

For  the  repairs  of  the  Peradenia  Bridge  .        .        .        .        .        .        .        .  3,186 

Provided  that  the  Total  Expenditure  of  the  Commissioner  of  Roads'  Department, 
inclusive  of  ^Fixed  Establishment,  Stores,  and  all  other  charges,  shall  not 
exceed  \        • 10,219 

Total  Civil  Contingent  Charges   ....  £  20,679 

H 
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^IjirOlV.         11.*— SupPLBMBNTART  EsTiHATB  of  the  FttihAlt  EzpeBMB  for  the  undennentioiied  Seryices,  forming  a 
—^  Cbucge  <n  dv  TmMuy  ef  Ceyloa,  im  the  Year  1841. 

Rbtbnub  Continobnt  Crarobs. 

An  EstiDuite  of  the  sums  which  may  be  required  to  meet  Revenue  Contingent  Charges  of  the  following 
Dnartments : — 

Government  AgenU.  £. 

Salaries,  Contingent.        .        * 1,603 

Pensions  and  AUowaiKoes  •        .        • »        »  M 

For  the  coDeetion  of  the  Grain  Revenue             HOC 

,,                   Collection  of  the  Arrack  Revenue            •        •        •        •  178 

,,                   SdtR«vciiueandtheMaau£MtureofSalt      ...  422 

, ,                    Cinnamon,  and  Surveys  of  Cinnamon  Gaideoa       .        •  156 

9 ,                    Assessment  Tax  •         . 969 

For  the  inspection,  &c.,  of  the  Pearl  Banka 305 

Costs  of  Ghnemment  Suita       ^       .        ..       ., 117 

CommissifiR  on  the  sale  of  Revenue  Stampa       « 3 

Miscellaneous          •« ••••  992 

4,439 

Customs. 

Salaries,  Contingent         ••••«««•»••  331 

For  the  c«B8truction>  &c.,  of  Oxain-sheds,  Watch-huts,  &c«        •        •        •        .  392 

Miscellaneous ,••,•«••  844 

I,5d1 

Postmaster  General. 

Salaries,  Contingent         »                « *•  51 

Kandy  Mail  Coach 11 

Matura  Mail  Coach. 9 

Kum^;aMe  to  Ambepusse  Mail  Contractors       ««..«.•  5 

Veor  the  eenaliuction,  &c.,  of  Tappal-huts,  &c 8 

Miscellaneous • 406 

490 

Total  Revenue  Contingent  Cbaigea       •        •        •        £  6,496 

iB^-*SuppiiEMBNTART  EsTiMATB  of  the  probahlc  Expenses  for  the  undermentioned  Services,  formii^ 
a  Charge  on  the  Treasury  of  CeyloA,  for  the  Year  1847* 

Judicial  Continqbnt  Charobs. 

An  Estimate  of  the  sums  which  may  be  required  to  meet  Judicial  Contingent  Charges  of  the  following 
Departments : — 

Queen* s  Advocate.  £• 

Miscellaneous 1..  7 

Begistrmr^^  Suprease  Court.  £. 

"^  laS^"^   :;:::::::;      ^ 

Miscellaneous ••••  3 

21 

Distriei  Judges^  Commissioners  of  the  Courts  of  Bequests,  and  PoUee 

Magistrates. 

Salaries^  Contingent •        .        •        •        •  110   ^ 

Commission  on  the  sale  of  Judicial  Stamps 28 

Miscellaneous 67 

205 

Fiscats. 

Salaries,  Contingent 79 

Batta  to  Prisoners,  and  other  Prison  chaiges 1 ,784 

Batta  and  travelling  expenses  of  Witnesses  before  the  Supreme  Court  .        •        .  110 

Miscellaneous 880 

2,853 

Superintendent  of  Police  of  Colombo. 

s-^fgsSS"^:    ::::::■.•.   :   :      S 

Sweeping  and  keeping  clean  the  streets  in  the  Fort  of  Colombia    ,        •        •        .  7 

Rent  of  the  Police  Office 4 

„  Station-houses 4 

Miscellaneous %5 

431 

SuperinUndent  of  Police  of  Kandy. 

Q«io««.  r^f;«JL«*P'<^t^e  Town  Police 56 

^"^^^^^S^'Vr  the  Rural  Police 98 

MiscdlMeeus 26 

ISO 

Cmnmisnoner  of  ike  Loan  Board. 

Salaries,  Contingent         •'•••••*•••.'*  3 

Total  Judicial  Contingent  Charges    .        •  £3,706 
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IV. — SuppLEMBNTART  EsTiiiATB  of  the  probable  Ezpemes  for  the  undennentioned  Services,  fonmng  a         CKYLQK* 
Charge  on  the  Treasury  of  Ceylon,  for  the  Year  1847.  ^"^~ 

MixiTART  Contingent  Charges. 

An  Estimate  of  the  sums  which  may  he  required  to  meet  Militaiy  ContiageoA  chiigM:—- £. 

General  and  Garrison  Staff       .        « lOB 

Re^ental 102 

mn-^      «                fPfcid  in  Ceylon 142 

Mihtary  Pensioners  |p^^  ^  ^  Governments  and  Colonial  Agents  in  India.        .  11 

Charges  brought  to  Account  by  the  Commissariat. 

Engioeer  Department 16 

Barrack  Department 2,900 

Foe  Miutaet  Works. 
Engineer  and  Barrack  DepartmenU. 

An  Eatimate  of  the  sums  which  may  be  required  towards  the  execution  of  the 
undennentioned  Services  and  Works  :— 
General  service,  including  small  repairs  to  Barracks,  &c.,  for  the  Western,  Southern^ 

Eastern,  and  Coitral  Provinces 7*7 

For  defiraying  the  Bent  of  R^^ental  Mess-house 21 

"  sw 

Total  Military  Contingent  Charges        ...        £  8,377 


V,.^UPPLEMENTAET  EsTiHATB  of  the  probablc  Expenses  for  the  undermentioned  Services,  forming  a 
Charge  on  the  Treasury  of  Ceylon,  for  the  Year  1847. 

Commissariat  Contingent  Chaegbs. 
An  Estimate  of  the  sums  which  may  be  required  to  meet  Commissariat  Contingent  charges  >^ 

Deputy  Commissary 'General,  £. 

Salaries,  Contingent 17 

Provision  Department     ' 10,343 

Brick  and  Lime  Establishments  at  Bogambra    .••.,.•  150 

Brick  Establishment  at  Pannebakkery SO 

For  General  Service  sawing 50 

Building  Materials 6,993 

Stores             1,750 

Miscellaneous. 3,505 

22,858 

Colonial  Agent  in  London. 

Stores '        .        .        .        .  2,000 

Total  Commissariat  Contingent  chaiges        .        •  £  24.85^ 

Recapitulation.  £• 

Civil  Contingent  chaiges 20,679 

Revenue  ditto 6,496 

Judicial  ditto 3,706 

Military  ditto 3,377 

Commissariat  ditto 24^858 

Total £59,116 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  7.  End.  2  in  No.  7. 

Report  of  a  Sub-Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council  appointed  to  report  upon  the 
Ordinance  "  To  apply  a  sum  not  exceeding  Sixty  thousand  six  hundred  and  eight  pounds 
to  defray  the  Supplementary  Contingent  Ctiarges  of  the  year  1847.*' 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Legislative  Council  held  at  the  Council  Room  at 
Colombo,  on  Thursday,  the  16th  day  of  December,  1847. 

The  Colonial  Secretary  moves  that  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  a  Sub-Com- 
mittee to  report  upon  the  Bill  "To  apply  a  sum  not  exce^ing  Sixty  thousand  six  hundi^  and 
eight  pounds  to  defray  the  Supplementary  Contingent  Charges  of  the  year  1847." 

The  Honourable  Sir  J.  Emerson  Tennent,  K.,  C.S.,  Colonial  Secretary. 

The  Honourable  C.  J.  MacCarthy,  Esq.,  Auditor  General. 

The  Honourable  P.  E.  Wodehouse,  Esq.,  Acting  Treasurer. 

W.  C.  Oil)8on,  Esq.,  Acting  Government  Agent  for  the  Western  Province. 

P.  Saunders.  Esq.,  Collector  of  Customs  for  the  Western  Province. 

G.  Crabbe,  Esq.,  and  J.  Armitage,  Esq.,  Unofficial  Members. 

Seconded  by  the  Acting  Queen's  Advocate. 

Resolved  accordingly. 
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52  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

OBYLON/  REPORT, 

The  Sub-Committee  to  whom  the  Supplementary  Supply  Ordinance  for  1847  has  been 
referred,  in  making  their  report  to  the  Committee  of  the  Leg^islative  Council,  beg  to  notice  in 
the  first  place  that,  of  the  sum  appropriated  a  very  considerable  proportion  has  been  assigned, 
not  for  supplemental  or  extraordinary  charges,  bqt  for  the  currept  and  usual  expenditure  of 
the  month  of  December  in  the  present  year,  which  by  recent  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  is  to  be  provided  for  as  a  portion  of  1847;  a  new  system  of  accounts  being  about  to  be 
introduced  on  the  1st  January,  which  will  henceforth  be  the  commencement  of  the  financial 
year,  instead  of  the  1st  December  as  heretofore. 

Civil  and  Bbvenue  Charges  of  Government  Agents. 

The  first  items  of  which  it  is  necessary  to  offer  an  explanation  are  the  sums  of  5902/.  for  the 
civil,  and  42891.  for  the  revenue  charges  of  the  several  Government  agencies.  The  latter 
amount  is  principally  for  the  ordinary  service  of  the  month  of  December,  but  the  civil  charges 
include,  in  addition,  a  similar  provision  under  the  head  of  1126/.  for  medical  expenditure  in 
the  western  province  alone,  and  476/.  for  charitable  allowances ;  the  latter  sum  is  not  occa- 
sioned by  any  increased  issues  under  this  head,  but  in  consequence  of  the  inadequacy  of  the 
sum  originally  voted  for  each  of  these  purposes  in  the  Supply  Ordinance  for  the  year ;  but 
even  including  this  increase,  the  charitable  expenditure  of  the  last  13  months  does  not  exceed 
that]  of  the  preceding  12  of  1845-6.  Amongst  the  civil  charges  is  also  included  the  salary 
and  expenses  of  Dr.  Gygax,  who  is  now  engaged  in  a  geological  survey  of  the  Saffragam  dis- 
trict, and  a  sum  of  /230/..  for  the  recent  inspection  of  the  pearl  banks. 

Civil  Engineer. 

New  Light  House  at  Galle. 

In  the  new  works  to  be  provided  for  under  the  superintendence  of  the  civil  engineer,  is  the 
erection  of  an  iron  lighthouse  at  Galle,  and  the  sum  of  550/.  under  this  head  has  been  ex- 
pended on  the  salary  and  other  charges  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  officer  sent  out  from  England  in 
charge  of  the  work,  and  for  wages  and  labour  up  to  the  end  of  the  present  year. 

New  Bridge  at  the  Glacis —  Colombo. 

£430  has  been  ^et  apart  towards  the  expense  of  this  work,  which  is  estimated  to  cost 
704/.  19*.  3^.  The  former  bridge  was  a  mere  wooden  structure,  reported  dangerous  in  the 
month  of  September  last,  and  as  it  connects  an  important  thoroughfare  it  is  proposed  to 
replace  it  by  a  permanent  work  of  masonry  with  iron  girders,  the  construction  of  which  is  now 
In  progress. 

Brieve  over  the  Talata-Oya. 

After  the  many  votes  in  previous  Supply  Ordinances,  the  Sub-Committee  cannot  withhold 
the  expression  of  their  surprise  at  finding  this  apparently  endless  structure  again  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  Council,  accompanied  by  an  application  for  a  further  sum  for  the  completion 
of  the  approaches.  The  200/.  now  required  has  been  rendered  necessary  it  appears  in  order  to 
finish  the  approach  at  one  end  of  the  bridge,  although  an  estimate  for  the  completion  of  both 
had  been  sanctioned  in  September  1845.  The  latter  sum  it  seems  fell  short  of  the  object,  and 
the  present  amount,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  be  the  last  called  for,  for  this  structure,  as  the  bridge 
is  open  and  a  toll  has  been  established. 

The  Kandy  Lake. 

The  Sub-Committee  cheerfully  agree  to  the  expenditure  of  the  amount  asked,  260/.,  as  part 
of  the  cost  of  filling  in  this  dangerous  swamp,  and  of  370/.  for  the  construction  of  proper 
drainage  in  connexion  with  it  And  they  the  more  readily  recommend  it  to  the  notice  of  the 
Committee  and  Council,  as  the  sale  of  the  building  ground  thus  reclaimed  is  likely  to  reim- 
burse the  Government  for  the  present  outlay. 

Repairs  of  the  Govenwi^s  Residences. 

The  sums  of  383/.  and  830/.  have  been  applied  respectively  to  the  urgent  and  indispensable 
repair  of  the  Queen's  House  at  Colombo  and  the  Pavilion  at  Kandy.  In  both  instances,  the 
decay  of  the  buildings  rendered  the  expenditure  inevitable,  and  at  Kandy,  especially,  the  late 
Governor,  Sir  Colin  Campbell,  authorized  the  latter  outlay,  on  a  representation  that  the  entire 
roof  of  the  right  wing  of  the  building,  including  the  Governor's  Public  Office,  and  the  ball 
room  was  in  such  a  state  of  decay  and  dilapidation  as  to  be  unsafe,  the  timbers  being  destroyed 
by  dry  rot. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  still  further  repairs  of  the  same  kind  will  speedily  be  required  from 
the  same  cause;  and  in  the  instance  of  the  Queens  House  at  Colombo  it  maybe  a  serious 
question  whether  an  entirely  new  erection,  so  soon  as  the  finances  of  the  colony  admit  of  its 
construction,  may  not  be  a  more  prudent  expenditure  than  any  outlay  on  mere  restoration  and 
repairs. 

Lunatic  Asylum — Colombo. 
The  vote  asked,  630/.,  has  been  expended  on  the  buildings  at  Marandahn,  which  were 
opened  on  the  Ist  September  last  for  the  reception  of  patients. 
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Commissioner  of  Roads'  Department.  CBYLON. 

£3152  for  t/te  continuation  of  the  road  between  Gampola  and  Yattiantotte,  A  full  statement 
of  the  progress  of  the  works  on  this  road  will  be  found  in  the  forthcoming  reports  of  the  Sub- 
Committee  on  the  Supply  Ordinance  for  the  year  1848,  now  on  the  table  of  the  Council. 

Peradenia  Bridge, 

The  sum  now  asked  for,  3186/.,  however  large  it  may  seem,  has  been  absorbed  in  the  reno* 
vation  of  the  timbers  and  other  operations  for  repairing  and  strengthening  this  most  important 
bridge.  And  to  render  it  still  more  secure  Colonel  Fraser,  the  officer  under  whose  superin- 
tendence the  work  was  originally  built  and  the  latest  repairs  effected,  has  recommended  that  a 
further  expense  should  be  incurred  for  piercing  the  approach  on  the  Kandy  side  by  dry  arches 
in  order  to  reheve  the  bridge  and  embankment  from  the  formidable  pressure  of  the  water  during 
the  periodical  inundations  of  the  Mahavilleganga.  This,  however,  is  an  undertaking  of  such 
costliness,  that,  however  desirable,  we  fear  it  must  for  the  present  be  postponed.  1  he  Com- 
mittee hope  that  the  estimates  and  plans  for  this  work  will  be  very  carefully  considered. 

Customs. 

The  additional  vote  to  the  customs  includes  402/.  for  the  cost  of  cranes  set  up  at  the  wharf 
at  Colombo,  at  the  request  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Post  Office. 

The  sum  of  490/.  asked  for  this  department  is  chiefly  to  cover  its  current  expenditure  during 
the  month  of  December. 

The  Fiscals. 
The  vote  of  2853/.  for  the  Fiscals'  department  is  chiefly  to  cover  the  expenses  of  witnesses 
and  the  sustenance  of  prisoners  in  the  several  gaols  during  December,  1847* 

Military  Expenditure. 

Under  the  head  of ''Barrack  Department"  will  be  found  a  sum  of  2900/.,  which,  in  addition 
to  the  charges  for  the  extra  month  of  December  is  to  defray  an  unusual  expenditure  for  bar- 
rack furniture  and  other  incidental  services,  rendered  necessary  by  the  arrival  of  Her  Majesty's 
37th  regiment  in  March  last,  before  the  arrangements  had  been  completed  for  the  departure 
for  Hong  Kong^  of  the  95th  regiment,  whom  they  were  to  relieve.  The  unusual  presence  of 
two  regiments  instead  of  one  in  Colombo,  and  the  necessity  of  providing  the  extra  quantity  of 
bedding,  furniture,  and  other  barrack  requisites,  as  well  as  the  increased  cost  of  several  articles, 
accounts  for  the  extra  vote  now  sought. 

Commissariat. 

A  supplemental  vote  is  also  asked  for  this  department,  amounting  to  22,858/.  But  of  this 
a  large  proportion  is  for  provisions  as  well  for  the  ordinary  as  the  extra  number  of  troops,  the 
value  of  which  is,  of  course,  recovered  and  carried  to  account  elsewhere.  It  is  right  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  under  this  head  the  outlay  is  gready  increased  by  the 
rise  in  the  value  of  oil  from  \s.  Ad,  to  2s.  4(/.  per  gallon,  and  likewise  by  the  high  cost  ot  fuel 
and  other  requisites.  One  large  item  is  to  defray  the  amount  of  contracts  for  building  mate- 
rials, Ume,  and  timber,  entered  into  in  the  previous  year  but  only  delivered  and  completed  in 
1847. 

With  these  remarks  the  Sub-Committee  beg  to  recommend  the  Ordinance  as  amended  to 
the  favourable  consideration  of  the  Committee  and  the  adoption  of  the  Council. 

J.  Emerson  Tennent, 
C.  J.  MacCarthy, 

P.    E.    WODEHOUSE, 

W.  C.  Gibson, 

F.  Saunders, 

G.  Crabbe, 
J.  Armitage. 


(No.  340  No.  8.  No.  8. 

Copy  of  iW  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Pavilion,  Kandy,  February  4,  1848.      Answered  July  i9. 
My  Lord,  {Received  March  31,  1848.)  i848,  No.  258,  page 

I  HAVE  now  to  forward,  for  your  Lordship's  approval  and  Her  Majesty's     ^^^  ,5  ^^  1947^ 
confirmation,  the  Supply  Ordinance  for  the  year  1848.  1. 

It  has  been  framed,  as  your  Lordship  will  perceive,  in  the  new  form  required 
by  the  new  system  of  public  accounts,  which  came  into  operation  in  Ceylon  on 
the  1st  of  the  present  month.  And  as  the  former  system,  which  has  happily 
been  superseded,  was  so  complex  as  to  have  been  pronoimced  absolutely  unin- 
telligible by  the  non-official  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  in  1846,  I 
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CKYLON. 
2. 


have  satisfaction  in  dkecting  your  Lordship's  attentimi  to  that  passage  at  the 
close  of  the  sub-committee's  report  on  this  Ordinance,  in  which  they  ^  express 
"  their  opinion  in  favour  of  the  greatly  improved  form  into  which  the  expen- 
**  ditufe  for  the  coming  year  has  been  digested  in  the  Ordinance  now  under  ccm- 
"  sideration,  which  they  think  will  be  found  much  more  lucid  and  satisfactory 
*'  than  the  shape  in  which  the  votes  in  Supply  Ordinances  have  hitherto  been 
"  brought  before  the  Legislative  Council. " 

The  report  in  the  present  Ordinance  has  been  prepared  with  so  much  more 
than  ordinary  care  and  particularity,  that  it  leaves  me  nothing  requiring  yoar 
Lordship's  special  attention,  on  which  it  does  not  present  an  explanatioa 

I  have,  &c^ 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.  &c. 


EnoL  1  in  No.  8. 


Preamble. 


197,d50Z.  to  be  charged  upon  the  Rerenue 
of  this  island,  fat  the  Contrngent  Serrioe  of 
tbe  year  1848. 


There  shall  and  may  be  isnied  and  applied 
41,568i.  for  the  ptoritiooal  and  temporary 
Salariei,  Allowanoei^  and  Offioe  CoottDgea- 
cici  of  the  several  depaitmcntsy  tic: 


442.  for  the  department  of  the  Governor. 


1,747{.  for  the  department  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary. 


7,124{.  for  the  department  •f  tlie  Tieasnrer. 


250Z.  for  the  d< 
Accountant 
Revenue. 


leot  of  tiw  Auditor  and 
aad  ComptioUer   of 


4,9812.  for  the  Colonial  Medical  department 


1,5382.  for  the  department  'of  the  Surveyor- 
General. 

6652.  for  the  department  of  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Botamc  Garden. 


382.  for  the  department  of  tiie  Commiwiflnar 
of  the  Loan  Board, 

2602.    for    the   department  of  tiie    Master 
Attendant  of  Colombo. 


d32»  for  die  department  of  the  Master  Atten- 
dant of  Galle. 

152.  for  the  department  of  the  Master  Atten- 
dant of  Trincomalie. 

652.  for  the  Ecclesiastical  department 


Eodosare  1  in  No.  8. 

Ordinance  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council  thereof. 

TORRINOTON.  No.  13. 

To  apply  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hiindi<ed  and 
ninety-seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  to  the  contingent  service  of  the  year  1848. 

Whbrbas  the  contingent  expenditure  required  for  the 
service  of  the  Government  of  this  island  for  the  year  One 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight,  and  not  speciallv 
sanctioned  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  has  been  esti- 
mated at  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-fleven 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

1.  It  is  therefore  hereby  enacted  by  the  Govem<»'  of 
Ceylon,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative 
Council  thereof  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
and  ninety-seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  charged  upon  the  ftevenue 
of  this  island  for  the  contingent  service  of  the  year  One 
thousand  eight  hnndred  and  forty-eight 

2.  And  it  is  furtlier  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said  sum 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  forty-one  thousand  five 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  pounds  to  defray  the  charges 
for  the  provisional  and  temporary  salaries,  allowances, 
and  office  contingencies  of  the  several  departments^  as 
hereinafter  more  particularly  expressed ;  that  is  to  say, 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  forty-four 
pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Governor;  and  any 
sum  or  sums  of  nKmey  not  exceeding  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-seven  pounds  for  the  department  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
not  exceeding  seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Treasury ;  and  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Auditor  and 
Accountant-Geueral  and  Comptroller  of  Revenue;  and 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  four  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  eighty-one  pounds  for  the  Colonial 
Medical  department;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Surveyor-General ; 
and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exce^ing  six  hundred 
and  sixty-five  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Botanic  Garden  ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  not  exceeding  thirty-eight  pounds  for  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Board ;  and  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and 
sixty  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Master  Attendant 
of  Colombo  ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceed- 
ing thirty-three  poimds  for  the  department  of  the  Master 
Attendant  of  GsJle ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  fifteen  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Master 
Attendant  of  Trincomalie;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  not  exceeding  sixty-five  pounds  for  the  Ecclesias- 
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0,4371.  for  a«  dtfMrtMMt  tf  «M 


lfinLfatik»4tipmimmt9t  the  Qonmmm^ 

AgtDt  for  the  Nortb- W«tem  FtoTioca. 


\,7nL  fn  Urn  ^apwtmMt  of  tfi«  Qimmvmeal 
)  ^  Afit  fcg  tho  SonAem  ProiinoiL 


aS4iL  f(r  tW  4qjiUaeut  o#  th*  OomMMnt 
Agtnt  lbs  tfao  N6itk«B  Pcof  boi^ 

Mn2.  ftr  tb«  dcMitiMDt  oTHm  C 
Afni  for  tko  CMlal  Pkoracfl„ 


1,0881.  for  tho  department  of  the  GMoiwm 
Ike  Weitam  Pwriociu 


9t«.  for  te  deptttoMi*  of  t  W 
the  Soothem  Pvf  ] 


m.  fv  Hm  depOTtMot  oftke  CMtOBM  in  the 
BmtiiuPWTOMC. 


oi  the  CnetoBS  in 


2671.  ibrtbe 
the  Northern 


l,$\7l.  for  the  departBHiit  e#  Ihe 
General. 


5€l.  iv  tiw  depwtBMnfr  of  the  Qwen'e  AAt9- 


laSZ.  for  the  dentftaeat  of  the  BeffWlMr  of 
the  Supreme  Court. 

%10SI.  for  the  departmenti   of  &e  eereral 

District   Judge%    Commsatienefi   af    the 

%   Coorte  of  Re^neits,  and  Police   Magi*- 


d74Lfat  tfiedeputaMDfcef  therSaoU/brthft 
Weitem  Province. 


4231. ferliw  departoMBt  of  teFSmlfetUM 
If  orth-Weitem  Prerince. 

UL  for  the  department  of  the  Fiaeal  tor  die 
Southern  Province. 


M.  i)r  the  deportment  of  tiie  Fiscallbcthe 
Eaitem  Province. 

186Z.  for  the  department  of  the  Recal  for  the 
JJoithci  u  Province. 

403/.  for  the  departnMDt  of  the  FSeoal  foe  tfM 
Central  ProvMice.  ^ 


1,604^  for  die  department  ^  the  Fbfice  of 
Colombo. 

2,048/.  for  the  depntment  of  the  PaCoe  of 
Kandy. 

1,332/.  for  the  Regimentt  aeryiBg  in  Ceyhm. 


1,823/.  forthe  General  and  Garana  8taC 
123JL  for  the  department  of  dn  Depnty-Cona- 


There  shall  and  may  he  iamed  and  applied 
4,237/.  for  Pensions  and  Retired  Allowances 
of  the  several  departments,  vis. : 


MO/,  for  the  AtparteMDt  of  the  Treaamar. 


tioal  departmeot ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  fi?e  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
pounds  tor  the  department  of  the  Govenunent  Agent  for 
the  Western  Province  *  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  and  seventeen  pounds  for  the 
department  of  the  Government  Agent  for  the  North- 
western Province;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  tvrenty-nine 
pomds  for  the  department  of  the  Government  Aeent  for 
the  Southern  Province;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  sixty-six  pounds  for  the 
department  of  the  Government  Agent  for  the  Eastern 
Province;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  and  thirty-four  pounds  for  the  department 
of  the  Governmei^  Agent  for  the  Northern  Province; 
and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-one  pounds  for  the  department 
of  the  Goveniment  Agent  for  the  Central  Province;  and 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
and  ^^y-eight  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Customs 
in  the  w^estem  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  pounds  for  the 
department  of  the  Customs  in  the  Southern  Province; 
and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  thirty-seven 

Kunds  for  the  department  of  the  Customs  in  the  Eastern 
ovince ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  aid  sixty-seven  pounds  for  the  department 
of  the  Customs  in  the  Northern  Province;  and  any  sum 
or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  seventeen  pounds  for  the  department  of  rhe  Post- 
master-Greneral ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  fifty-six  pounds  for  the  department  of  the 
Queen's  Advocate ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  pounds  for  the 
department  of  the  Registrar  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  and 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  eight  pounds  for  the  departments  of  the 
several  District  Judges,  Commissioners  of  the  Courts  of 
Requests^  and  Police  Magistrates ;  and  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  seventy-four 
pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Fiscal  for  the  Western 
Province;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
four  hundred  and  twenty-three  pounds  for  the  department 
of  the  Fiscal  for  the  North-Westem  Province ;  and  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  twenty-six  pounds 
for  the  department  of  the  Fiscal  for  the  Southern  Pro- 
vince; and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
ninety-six  pounds  for  the  depart  metii  of  the  Fiscal  for  the 
Eastern  Province;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  pounds  for  the 
department  of  the  Fiscal  for  the  Northern  Province ;  and 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  four  hundred 
and  two  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Fneal  for  the 
Central  Province;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  four  pounds  for 
the  department  of  the  Police  of  Colombo ;  and  any  sum 
or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  two  tbofisaad  and  forty- 
eight  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Police  of  Kandy ; 
and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
three  hundred  and  thirty-two  pounds  for  the  regiments 
serving  in  Ceylon;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  eight  himdred  and  twenty-three 
pounds  for  the  General  and  GarrisoQ  Staff;  and  any  sum 
or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
Aree  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Deputy-Com- 
missary-GeneraL 

3.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  thi^  out  of  the  said  sum 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum  er 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  four  thousand  two  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  pounds  to  defray  the  charges  for  Pen- 
sions and  Retired  Allowances  of  the  several  departments^ 
as  hereinafter  more  particularly  expressed;  that  ii  to 
say,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  nine 
handfed  and  forty  pounds  for  the  department  of  the 
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1,249/.  for  the  denartment  of  the  Goremment 
Agent  for  the  Western  ProTince. 

275/.  for  the  department  of  the  Groremment 
Agent  for  the  North-Westem  Province. 


236/.  for  the  department  of  the  Goyemment 
Agent  for  the  Southern  Province. 


160/.  for  the  department  of  the  Govemment 
Agent  for  the  Eastern  Province. 

25/.  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Northern  Province. 

1,222/.  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Central  Province. 


130/.  for  the  Colonial  Agents  in  India.*^ 

There  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied 
11,541/.  for  the  Revenue  Services  of  the 
several  departments,  vi£. : 


220/.  for  the  department  of  the  Treasurer. 

2,1 16Z.  for  the  department  of  the  Goremment 
Agent  for  the  Western  Province. 


2,396/.  for  the  department  of  the  Govemment 
Agent  for  the  North-Westem  Province. 


2,390/.  for  the  department  of  the  Govemment 
Agent  for  the  Southern  Province. 

648/.  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Eastern  Province. 


2,370/.  for  the  department  of  the  Gfovemment 
Agent  for  the  Northern  Province. 


1,401/.  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Central  Province. 

There  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied 
3,860/.  for  the  Administnttion  of  Justice  of  the 
aeveral  departments,  viz. : 


2,250/.  for  the  department  of  the  Registrar  of 
the  Supreme  Court.    ,, 

422/.  for  the  departments  of  the  several  Dis- 
trict Judges,  Commissioners  of  the  Courts 
of  Requests  and  Police  Magistrates. 


1,188/.  for  the  departments  of  the  several 
Fiscals. 


There  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied 
900/.  to  defVaythe  Ecclesiastical  charges  of 
the  department  of  the  Treasurer. 


There  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied 
3,915/.  for  Charitable  Allowances  of  the 
several  departments,  viz. : 


2,323/.  for  the  department  of  the  Govemment 
Agent  for  the  Western  Province. 

60/.  for  the  department  of  the  Govemment 
Agent  for  the  North-Westem  Province. 


Treasurer ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
one  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  pounds  for  the 
department  of  the  Govemment  Agent  for  the  Western  Pro* 
vince ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds  for  the  department  of  the 
Government  Agent  for  the  North-Westem  Province ;  and 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and 
thirty-six  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Southern  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  not  exceedinor  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  for 
the  department  of  the  Government  Agent  for  the  Eastern 
Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  mtmey  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Govemment 
Agent  for  the  Northern  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  not  exceeding  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
twenty-two  pounds  for  me  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Central  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds 
for  the  Colonial  Agents  in  India. 

4.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said  sum 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  eleven  thousand  five 
hundred  and  forty- one  pounds  to  defray  the  charges  for 
the  Revenue  Services  of  the  different  departments^  as 
hereinafter  more  particularly  expressed ;  that  is  to  say, 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
and  twenty  pounds  for  the  department  of  die  Treasurer ; 
and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds  for  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Govemment  Atgent  for  the  Western  Pro- 
vince ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
two  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-six  pounds  for 
the  department  of  the  Govemment  Agent  for  the  North- 
Westem  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety  pounds 
for  the  department  of  the  Government  Agent  for  the 
Southem  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty-eight  pounds  for  the 
department  of  the  Government  Agent  for  the  Eastern 
Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
two  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy  pounds  for  the 
department  of  the  Grovemment  Agent  for  the  Northern 
Province  ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  one  pounds  for  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  Agent  for  the  Central  Province. 

5.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said  sum 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  three  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty  pounds  to  defray  the  charges  for 
Administration  of  Justice  of  the  several  departments,  as 
hereinafter  more  particularly  expressed ;  that  is  to  say, 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  two  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for  the  department  of  the 
Registrar  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  and  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  not  exceeding  four  hundred  and  twenty-two 
pounds  for  the  departments  of  the  several  District  Judges, 
Commissioners  of  the  Courts  of  Requests,  and  Police 
Magistrates;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  ex- 
ceeding one  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
pounds  for  the  departments  of  the  several  Fiscals. 

6.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said  sum 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  not  exceeding  nine  hundred  pounds  to  defray  the 
Ecclesiastical  charges  of  the  department  of  the  Treasurer. 

7.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said  sum 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  three  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  fideen  pounds  to  defray  the  charges  for  Charitable 
Allowances  of  the  several  departments,  as  hereinafter 
more  particularly  expressed ;  that  is  to  say,  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  two  thousand  three  hundred 
and  twenty-three  pounds  for  the  department  of  the 
Government  Agent  for  the  Western  Province;  and  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  eighty  pounds  for 
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500/.  for  the  departniMit  of  the  GoTenunent 
Agent  for  the  Southern  Prorince. 

248/.  for  the  deMurtmcnt  of  the  Goreroment 
Agent  for  the  Eaftem  PioriDce. 

450/.  for  the  depwteient  of  the  Government 
Agent  ibr  the  Nordiem  Fft>rince. 

314/.  fbr  the  depMtment  of  the  Goremment 
Agent  for  the  Central  Province. 

There  shall  and  may  be  iteued  and  applied 
1,978/.  for  Education  of  the  several  deport- 
ments, vii. : — 


969Z.  for  the  department  of  the  Gorerament 
Agent  for  the  Western  Province. 

45/  fbr  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  North-Westem  Province. 

188/.  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Soathem  Province. 

198/.  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Eastern  Province. 

535/.  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Northern  Province. 

45/.  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  ibr  the  Central  Province. 

There  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied 
5,120/.  for  Hospitals  of  the  several  depart- 
ments, vii.  ;— 


3,060/.  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Western  Province. 

155/.  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  North- Western  Ptovince. 


13/.  fbr  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Soathem  Pirovince. 


137/.  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Eastern  Province. 

3681.  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Northern  Pft>vince. 

1^7/.  fbr  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Central  Province. 


There  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied 
5,647/.  for  Police  and  Gaols  of  the  several 
departments^  vis. : — 


316/.  for  the  departments  of  the  several  Go- 
vernment Agents. 

102/.  for  the  departments  of  die  several  Dis- 
trict Judges  Commissioners  of  the  Courts  of 
Requests  and  Police  Magistrates. 


-2,365/.  for  the  department  of  the  Fiscal  ibt 
the  Western  Province. 


■374/.  for  the  department  of  the  Fiscal  fbr  the 

North-Westem  Province. 
930/.  for  the  department  of  the  Fiscal  for  the 

Southern  Province. 


the  department  of  the  Goveroinent  Agent  for  the  North- 
Westem  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  pounds  for  the  department  of  the 
Government  Agent  for  the  Southern  Province;  and  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and 
forty-eight  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Eastern  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  not  exceeding  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for 
the  department  of  the  Government  Agent  for  the  Northern 
Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds  for  the  department  of 
the  Government  Agent  for  the  Central  Provmce. 

8.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said  sum 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  seventy-eight  pounds  to  defray  the  charges  for  edu- 
cation of  the  several  departments,  as  hereinafter  more 
particularly  expressed  ;  that  is  to  say,  any  sura  or  sums 
of  money  not  exceeding  nine  hundred  and  sixty-nine 
pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Grovemment  Agent  for 
the  Western  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
not  exceeding  forty-five  pounds  for  the  department  of  the 
Government  Agent  of  the  North-Western  Province ;  and 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceding  one  hundred 
and  eighty-six  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment Agent  for  the  Southern  Province ;'  and  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Eastern  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  not  exceeding  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds 
for  the  department  of  the  Government  Agent  for  the 
Northern  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  forty-five  pounds  for  the  department  of  the 
Government  Agent  for  the  Centi'al  Province. 

9.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said  sum  ■ 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  five  thousand  one  hu 

and  twenty  pounds  to  defray  the  charges  for  hospitals  of 
the  several  departments^  as  hereinafter  more  particularly 
expressed ;  that  is  to  say,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  three  thousand  and  sixty  pounds  for  the  de- 
partment of  the  Government  Agent  for  the  Western  Pro- 
vince ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds  for  the  department  of  the 
Government  Agent  for  the  North-Westem  Province;  and 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  thirteen  pounds 
for  the  department  of  the  Government  Agent  for  the 
Southern  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  pounds  for  the 
department  of  the  Government  Agent  for  the  Eastern 
Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  for  the  department  of  the 
Government  Agent  for  the  Northern  Province ;  and  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  pounds  for  the  department  of 
the  Government  Agent  for  the  Central  Province. 

10.  And  it  is  further  enacted^  that  out  of  the  said  sum 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  five  thousand  six  hundred 
and  forty-seven  pounds  to  defray  the  charges  for  police 
and  gaols  of  the  several  departments,  as  hereinafter  more 
particularly  expressed ;  that  is  to  say^  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds 
for  the  departments  of  the  several  Government  Agents ; 
and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred and  two  pounds  for  the  departments  of  the  several 
District  Judges,  Commissioners  of  the  Courts  of  Re- 
quests, and  Police  Magistrates ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  not  exceeding  two  thousand  three  hundrea  and 
sixty-five  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Fiscal  for  the 
Western  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  three  hundred  and  seventy-four  pounds  for  the 
department  of  the  Fiscal  for  the  North-Westem  Province ; 
and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  nine  hun- 
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lis;,  ibr  the  cUpvtmcst  of  the  FuqaI  ftr  the 
Eutero  PMvlDce. 


3121.  for  the  department  of  the  Tiectl  for  the 
Northern  Prorxnee. 

],025f.  for  the  department  of  tiie  Fifcal  for 
the  Centnl  ProTince. 


I20L  for  the  departmenti  of  the  Saperin- 
tendents  of  the  Poliee  of  Celembo  «ad 
Kandy. 


There  i^ll  and  may  he  !«iied  and  applied 
t,114/.-for  Rent  of  ^  leferal  departnenti, 


30Z.  for  the  department  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary. 

722.  f9r  the  department  of  the  SurfeytnsGeBe- 
ral. 

136/.  for  the  department  of  the  Trearaitr. 


19^.  A>r  the  department  of  the  Pastmaaier- 
General. 

73H.  ibr  the  department  of  the  Go? enmient 
Agent  for  the  Western  Pwrince. 


992.  for  the  department  of  the  GoTennnent 
Agent  for  the  North- Wertem  ProTince. 

203{.  for  the  department  of  tbe  Goremment 
Jlgetit  for  the  Southern  ProTinoe. 

40/.  fbr  the  departnaent  of  the  Gorenunent 
Agent  ibr  the  Bailem  Aovinoe. 

472.  for  the  department  of  tiie  Gofemment 
Agent  for  the  Northern  Province. 

136/.  fbr  the  department  of  the  Oovemmeat 
Agent  for  the  Ceotml  Frowmct, 


€4/.  far  the  departmoit  of  tbe  Qaeen  a  Ad- 
vocate. 

39/.  far  the  department  of  the  Diatiiet  Judge 
of  Kandy. 

73/.  far  the  depairtBant  of  the  Diitriot  Judge 
of  BaduUa. 

36/.  for  the  department  of  the  PoUee  M afit- 
tiate  of  CSolombe. 

48/.  for  the  department  of  tiie  Commwioncr 
of  the  Court  of  Requetti  and  Police  BCa- 
gistrate  of  Kandy. 

9/.  for  the  department  of  tiie  Commianener  of 
the  Court  of  Requests  and  Police  liagia- 
trateofMatura. 

14/.  for  the  Colonial  Hedical  Bepattmeot, 


154/.  fbr  the 
tendeiit  of  the  ] 


of  the  feperin^ 
^olice  of  Colombo. 


Til  for  the  depattmmtof  the  BofMriatendent 
of  the  Police  of  Kandy. 

9/.  for  the  department  of  tbe  Fted  Ihr  ^ 
Western  Province* 


There  shall  and  may  be  ismed  and  a^iplied 
5,660/.  for  Transport  of  the  sevesal  d^wt- 
uents,  viz. ; — 


30/.  for  the  department  of  the  Oovenaor. 
300/.  for  the  department  of  the  Colonial  Se- 
cretary. 


dred  and  twenty  poimds  for  the  department  of  the  Fiscal 
for  the  Southern  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  not  ^weeding  one  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds 
for  tfao  department  of  the  Fiscal  for  the  Eastern  Pro- 
vince; and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  for  the  department  of 
the  Fiscal  for  the  Northern  Province ;  and  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  thousand  and  twenty* 
five  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Fiscal  for  the  Cen- 
tral Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  for  the  d^iart^ 
ments  of  the  Superintendents  of  the  Police  of  Cokmiba 
and  Kandy. 

1 1.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  out  of  the  eaid  sum 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  eceeding  two  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fourteen  pounds  to  defray  the  charges  for  rent  of  the 
several  departments,  as  hereinafter  more  particularly  ex- 
pressed ;  that  is  to  say«  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  thirty  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  ex- 
ceeding seventy-two  pounds  for  the  departnient  of  the  Sm> 

•veyor-General ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  pounds  for  the 
department  of  the  Treasurer ;  -and  any  sum  or  sunss  of 
money  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  pounds 
for  the  department  of  the  Postmaster-^Greneral ;  and  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  seven  hundred  and 
thirty<-one  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Western  Province ;  and  any  sum  or-stiaos  of 
money  not  ecxeeding  twenty-nine  pounds  for  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  Agent  for  the  North- Western 
Province ;  and  any  sum  or  suom  of  money  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  and  three  pounds  for  tiie  department  of  the 
Government  Agent  for  the  Southern  Province ;  and  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceecCng  forty  pounds  for  the 
department  of  the  Government  Agent  for  the  Eastern 
Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
forty-seven  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Northern  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  thirty-three 
pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Government  Agent  for 
the  Central  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  xd  noney 
not  exceeding  eighty-four  pounds  far  the  department  of 
the  Queen*s  Advocate ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
not  exceeding  thirty-nine  pounds  for  the  departmeat  of 
the  District  Judge  of  Kandy ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of 
nlon^y  not  exceeding  seventy-two  pounds  for  the  depart- 
ment of  the  District  Judge  of  Badulla;  and^any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  thirty-six  pounds  for  the  de- 
partment of  the  Police  Magistrate  of  Colombo;  and  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  forty-eight  pouads 
for  the  department  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Court  of 
Requests  and  Police  Magistrate  of  Kandy ;  and  any  sum 
or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  nine  pounds  for  the  de- 
partment of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Court  of  Requests 
and  Poiioe  Magistrate  of  Matura;  and  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  not  exceeding  fourteen  pounds  for  the  Colonial 
Medical*  Department ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  pounds  for  the 
department  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Police  at  Co- 
lombo ;  and  any  wan  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
seventy-four  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Police  of  Kandy ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  not  exceeding  nine  pounds  for  the  department  of 
the  Fiscal  for  the  Western  Province. 

12.  And  it  is  forther  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said  sum 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  five  thousand  six  hundred 
and  sixty  pounds  to  defray  the  charges  for  transport  of 
the  several  departments^  as  hereinafter  more  particularly 
expressed ;  that  is  %o  say^  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceediiffi^  fifty  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Gover^ 
nor;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exeeedhig  two 
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1^400/.  fbc  tht  dtfaitiiMDt  oC  tht 'Httnnr. . 


40L  for  the  d$mxtaamt' of  the  Aaditor  wad 
AeeMntant-Ckoeral  and   Comptioller  of 

RtTMKie. 

612t  forthedeputiiieDtof  tU  SaKv«7ff^G«- 
neraL 


239/.  ior'tbedepaitiiient  ofthtSuperiBtendent 
of  tha  Botanic  Gardou 

UStBl.  for  the  dapartment  of  the  Guttom  in 
the  Wettem  Province. 


HSI.  ibr  tbrdepartment  of  the  Cottomt  in  the 
Southern  Province. 

%,  for  the  departmoit  of  the  Cuftomf  in  the 
Eaitem  PKMrince. 

80/.  Ibr  the  department  of  the  Customs  in  the 
Northern  Province. 

402/.  for  the  department  of  the  Goremment 
AgiBnt  for  the  i¥estem  Ptovince. 


175/.  for  tiie  department  of  the  Goremment 
Agent  for  the  North-Wektem  Province. 

180/.  for  the  department  of  the  Govenurent 
Agent  ibr  the  Southern  Pkovince. 


160/.  for  the 
Agent  fbr  the 


of  the  Goremment 
Province. 


4S4f.  for  the  denartment  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Northern  Province. 

330/.  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Ag^t  fat  the  Central  Province. 


tttSJL  for  the  departments  of  die  several  Dis- 
trict Judges^  Commiaiooen  of  the  Courts 
of  Hequeiti,  and  PoHce  Magistrntes. 


300/.  for  the  Colonial  Me^Bcal  Department 

110/.  for  the  department  of  the;  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Police  of  Colombo. 


TIL  for  the  department  of  the  Supeiintttident 
of  the  Police  of  Kandy. 

240/.  for  the  department  of  the  fiscal  for  the 
^TeeCein  Irovmce. 


70L  ibr  the  department  of  the  FSscal^for  the 
In  North- Wiestem  Plovince. 

21.  for  the  department  of  the  Fiscal  fat  thft 
Eastern  Province*. 

25Z.  for  the  department  of  the  Fiscal  &r  the 
Central  iWince. 


There  shall  and  maj  he  issued  and  applied 
791/.  for  Conveyance  of  Ifadlsof  the  several 
dspartnMntvvia.  ;^ 


€91/.  for  ttie  depactrntDt  of  the 
General. 


100/.  for  the  Qovemmentr  and   fVlimtf 
Agents  in  India. 

There  shall  and  may  beissoedaod  umlied, 
in  addition  to  the  BslaUidraients  of  (he  Civil 
Bngineerand  of  the  Reyal  Bngineen^  11,7001. 
ibr  Works  and  Buildings  of  the  ssvetal  d** 
partments^  via»9"-> 


hnndred  pcnmcb  for  the  department  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary ;  and  any  turn  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  and  four  hundred  pounds  for  the  department  of 
the  Treasurer;,  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Auditor 
and  Aooountant^eneral  and  Comptroller  of  Revenue; 
and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  -five  hun* 
dred  and  twelve  pounds  for  the  d^artment  of  the  Sur- 
veyor-Greneral ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  two  hundred  and  thirty  pounds  for  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Botanic  Grarden ;  and 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
and  twenty*six  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Customs 
in  the  Weetern  rrovince ;  and  any  sura  or  sums  of  money 
not  exceeding  twenty- five  pounds  for  the  department  of 
the  Customs  in  the  Southern  Province;  and  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  two  pounds  for  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Customs  in  the  £astem  Province;  and  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  eighty  pounds  for 
the  department  of  the  Customs  in  the  Northern  Province ; 
and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  six  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two  pounds  for  the  department  of  the 
Government  Agent  for  the  Western  Province ;  and  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  North- Western  Province;  and  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  tughty 
pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Government  Agent  for 
the  Southern  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  for  the  de- 
partment of  the  Giovemment  Agent  for  the  Eastern  Pro- 
vince ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
four  hunilred  and  fifty-four  pounds  for  the  department  of 
the  Government  Agent  for  the  Northern  Province ;  and 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
and  thirty  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Central  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds 
for  the  departments  of  the  several  District  Judges,  Com- 
missioners of  the  Courts  of  Requests,  and  Police  Magis- 
trates ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  pounds  for  the  Colonial  Medical  Depart- 
ment ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  and  tea  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  PoUee  of  Colombo ;  and  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  not  exceeding  seventy-two  pounds  for  the 
department  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Police  of  Kandy ; 
and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  and  forty  pounds  for  the  department  of  the 
Fiscal  for  the  Western  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  not  exceeding  twen^  pounds  for  the  department 
of  the  Fiscal  for  the  North- Western  Province;  and  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  two  pounds  for  the 
department  of  the  Fiscal  for  the  Eastern  Province ;  and 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  twenty-five 
pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Fiscal  for  the  Central 
Province. 

13.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said  sum 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  seven  hsnidred  and  ninety- 
one  pounds  to  defray  the  charges  for  conveyance  of 
Mails  of  the  several  departments,  as  hereinafter  more  par- 
ticularly expressed;  that  is  to  say,  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  not  ecxeeding  six  hundred  and  nine^-one  pounds 
for  the  department  of  the  Postioaster-Gceneral ;  and  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds 
for  the  Grovemments  and  Colonial  Agents  in  India. 

14.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said  sum 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied,  in  addition  to 
the  Establishments  of  the  Civil  Engineer  and  of  the 
Royal  Engineers>  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not 
exceeding  eleven  thousand  and  seven  hundred  pounds  to 
defray  the  charges  for  works  and  buildings  of  the  several 
departmentflb  as  hsreinafter  mon  partiauarly  exporessed ; 
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7,700/.  for  tlie  department  of  the  TreMurer 
for  the  undennentioDed  Works  and  Build- 
ings. 

For    tlie    completion    of    workt   already- 
begun: — 

7751,  for  the  Offices  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, the  Civil  Bngineer,  the  Surveyor- 
General,  and  the  Commissioner  of  Boads. 

2,297/.  for  the  District  Court  House  at  Co- 
lombo. 

39/.  fur  the  rest  house  at  Pallelogamme. 

162/.  for  adding  four  cells  to  the  HuUsdorp- 
gool. 

695/.  for  adding  twenty  cells  to  the  Welli- 
kadde  gaol. 

83/.  for  building  a  workshop  at  the  Welli- 
kadde  gaol. 

97/.  for  building  a  central  watch-house  at  the 
Wellikadde  gaol. 

227/.  fur  the  house  of  the  District  Judge  at 
Ratnapoora. 

71/.  for  completing  the  house  and  out-houses 
of  the  Police  Magistrate  at  Avishawelle. 

33/.  for  completing  two  houses  for  the  Clerk 
and  Interpreter  at  Awishawelle. 

300/.  for  completing  the  Commissariat  Store 
at  Nuwera-Ellia. 

650/.  for  an  iron  lighthouse  at  Galle.  ' 

200/.  for  the  house  of  the  Police  Magistrate  at 
Rickellegaskedde. 

90/.  for  rebuilding  the  Bund  Wall  at  Kandy. 

100/.  for  tilling  in  the  Lower  Lake  at  Kandy. 

60/.  for  building  a  drain  in  the  Lower  Lake  at 
Kandy. 

3,450/.  for  the  rqmirs  of  Government  build- 
ings, the  cost  of  which  shall  not  exceed 

^  200/.  for  eacli  work. 
For  New  Works: 

212/.  for  providing  an  office  and  chambers  for 

the  Colonial  Secretary. 
231  /.  for  an  export  shed  at  the  Colombo  wharf. 
63/.  for  builduig  a  rest  house  at  Amemadoe. 
1 79/.  for  a  timber  salt  store  at  Putlam. 

800/.  for  providing  offices  for  the  Grovemment 
Agent  at  Trincomalee. 

1,000/.  for  new  works,  the  cost  of  each  of 
which  shall  not  exceed  200/. 

240/.  for  the  instruction  in  various  trades  of 

prisoners  in  the  gaol  at  Wellikadde. 
300/.  for  implements. 
550/.  for  the  elephant  establishment. 

4,000/.  for  the  department  of  the  Deputy 
Commissary  General  for  the  undermen- 
tioned military  works  and  buildingf. 

3,9*20/.  for  general  repairs. 

50/.  for  cutting  and  planting  trees  at  Colombo* 

1  VOL  for  sawing. 

205/.  for  enclosing  three  verandahs  of  a  bar- 
rack at  Colomt^. 

81/.  for  fittings  of  two  barracks  at  Galle. 

323/.  for  erecting  huts  for  the  Ceylon  Rifles 

at  Hambantotte. 
200/.  for  repairing  the  buildings  of  the  Ceylon 

Rifles  at  Colombo. 
51/.  for  repairing  the  buildings  of  the  Gun 

Lascars  at  Colombo. 
50/.  for  fitting  up  a  hospital  at  Hambantotte. 
235/.  for  repairing  No.  12  quarter  at  Trinco- 
malee. 
169/.  for  repairing  No.  5  quarter  at  Trinco- 

malee. 
15/.  fur  keeping  in  repair  the  military  reserve 
\  at  Kaudy.^ 
40/.  for  rejalring  No.  14  quarter  at  Nuweia* 

EUia. 
90/.  for  implements. 

There  shall  and  may  I)e  issued  and  applied, 
in  addition  to  the  estsblishments  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Roads,  the  Civil  Engineer,  and 
the  Town  Surveyor,  31,974/.,  to  defray  the 
charges  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  undermen- 
tioned roads,  streets,  and  bridges,  vis.. 
For  the  ordinary  and  necessary  repairs  of 

roads: 


330/.  for  the  repairs  of  roads  within  towns. 
10,000/.  for  the  road  from  Cdombo  to  Kandy. 


that  is  to  say,  for  the  department  of  the  Treasurer  for  the 
undermentioned  works  and  buildings  seven  thousand  and 
seven  hundred  pounds.  For  the  completion  of  works 
already  begun,  the  undermentioned  sums,  viz.,  for  the 
offices  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  the  Civil  Engineer,  the 
Surveyor-General,  and  the  Commissioner  of  Roads, 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds,  for  the  District 
Court  House  at  Colombo  two  thousand  two  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  pomids,  for  the  Rest  House  at   Pallelo^ 

Smme  thirty-nine  pounds,  for  adding  four  cells  to  the 
ulfsdorp  Gaol  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  pounds,  for 
adding  twenty  cells  to  the  Wellikadde  Gaol  six  hundred 
and  ninety-five  pounds,  for  building  a  workshop  at  the 
Wellikadde  Gaol  eighty-three  pounds,  for  builcUng  a 
central  watch-house  at  the  Wellikadde  Gaol  fifty-seven 
pounds,  for  the  house  of  the  District  Judge  at  Ratna- 
poora two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  pounds,  for  com- 
pleting the  house  and  out-houses  of  the  Police  JVf  agistrate 
at  Awishawelle  seventy-one  pounds,  for  completing  two 
houses  for  the  Clerk  and  Interpreter  at  Awishawelle 
thirty-three  pounds,  for  completing  the  commissariat 
store  at  Nuwera-Ellia  three  hundred  pounds,  for  an  iron 
lighthouse  at  Galle  six  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  for  the 
house  of  the  Police  Magistrate  at  Rickellegaskedde  two 
hundred  pounds,  for  rebuilding  the  Bund  Wall  at  Kandy  • 
ninety  pounds,  for  filling  in  the  Lower  Lake  at  Kandy 
one  hundred  pounds,  and  for  building  a  drain  in  the  same 
sixty  pounds.  For  the  repairs  of  Government  buildings, 
the  cost  of  which  shall  not  exceed  two  hundred  pounds  (or 
each  work,  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

For  new  works,  the  undermentioned  sums — For  pro- 
viding an  ofiSce  and  chambers  for  the  Colonial  Secretary 
two  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  for  an  export  shed  at  the 
Colombo  wharf  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  pounds,  for 
building  a  rest  house  at  Amemadoe  sixty-three  pounds, 
for  a  timber  salt  store  at  Putlam  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine  pounds,  and  for  providing  offices  for  the  Govern- 
ment Agent  at  Trincomalee  eight  hundred  pounds,  for 
new  works,  the  cost  of  each  of  which  shall  not  exceed  two 
hundred  pounds,  one  thousand  pounds.  For  the  instruc- 
tion in  various  trades  of  prisoners  in  the  gaol  at  Welli- 
kadde two  hundred  and  forty  pounds.  For  implements 
three  hundred  pounds.  For  the  elephant  establishment 
five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  And  for  the  department 
of  the  Deputy  Commissary  General  for  the  undermen- 
tioned military  works  and  buildings,  four  thousand  pounds, 
viz.,  for  general  repairs  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds,  for  cutting  and  planting  trees  at  Colombo 
fitly  pounds,  for  sawing  one  hundred  pounds,  for  enclosing 
three  verandahs  of  a  barrack  at  Colombo  two  hundred 
and  five  pounds,  for  fittings  of  two  barracks  at  Galle 
eighty-four  pounds,  for  erecting  huts  for  the  Ceylon  Rifles 
at  Hambantotte  three  hundred  and  twenty-three  pounds, 
for  repairing  the  buildings  of  the  Ceylon  Rifles  at 
Colombo  two  hundred  pounds,  for  repairing  the  build- 
ings of  the  Gun  Lascars  at  Colombo  fifty-one  pounds, 
for  fitting  up  a  hospital  at  Hambantotte  fifly  pounds,  for 
repairing  No.  12  quarter  at  Trincomalee  two  hundred 
and  thirty-five  pounds,  for  repairing  No.  5  quarter  at 
Trincomalee  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  pounds,  for 
keeping  in  repair  the  military  reserve  at  Kandy  fifteen 
pounds,  for  repairing  No.  14  quarter  at  Nuwera-Ellia 
forty  pounds,  and  for  implements  ninety  pounds. 

15.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said  sum 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied,  in  addition  to 
the  establishments  of  the  Commissioner  of  Roads,  the 
Civil  Engineer,  and  the  Town  Surveyor,  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  thirty-one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  seventy-four  pounds,  to  defray  the  charges 
of  the  Treasurer  for  the  undermentioned  roads,  streets, 
and  bridges,  vir.,  for  the  ordinary  and  necessary  repairs  of 
roads,  the  undermentioned  sums,  viz.,  for  the  repairs  of 
roads  within  towns  four  thousand  three  hundred  and 
thirty  pounds^  for  the  road  from  Colombo  to  Kandy  ten 
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1,000/.  tat  the  road  from  Colombo  to  Galle. 

IfiOOL  for  the  road  from  Ambepcuse  by  Kor- 
D^gallo  to  Kandy. 

2,0001.  for  the  road  from  Kandy  to  Nnwera 

EUia. 
800Z.  for  the  road  from  Colombo  to  Awbha- 

welle. 
6002.  for  the  road  from  Potlam  to  Kumegalle. 

8002.  for  the  roada  in  the  Peninfula  of  Jaffba. 

1,000/.  for  the  road  from  Badulla  to  Hamban- 

totte. 
500/.  for  the  road  from  Galle  to  Hambantotte. 
500/.  for  the  road  from  Colombo  to  Jafiha. 
250/.  for  the  road  from  BadolU  to  Kowera 

Ellia. 
800/.  for  the  road  from  Kandy  to  Matelle. 

150/.  for  the  road  from  Negombo  to  Vean-> 

((odcle. 
100/.  for  the  road  from  Batticaloa  to  Badulla. 
150/.  for  the  road  from  Pantura  to  Horrene. 
100/.  for  the  road  from  Galle  to  Baddegamme, 

and  from  Baddegamme  to  Hickodde. 

150/.  for  the  road  from  Kandy  to  Badulla. 
200/.  for  the  road  from  Badulla  to  Madoolk. 


87/.  for  the  road  from  Ella  to  Happotella. 

200/.  for  the  road  from  Negombo  to  Kome- 
galle. 

890/.  for  the  road  from  Yattiantotte  to  Gam- 
polla. 

350/.  for  the  road  from  Awishawelle  to  Ratna- 
poora. 

For  openlog  and  improving  roadg  already  be- 
gun: 

60/.  for  continuing  the  road  along  the  beach 
at  Colombo. 

377/.  for  improving  the  streets  at  Colombo. 

300/.  for  the  parish  roads  in  Jaffna. 

1 ,000/.  for  the  road  from  Peradeniato  Deltotte 

7,794/.  for  the  road  from  Yattiantotte  to  Gam- 
polla. 

IflOOl.  for  the  road  from  Nawolepitya  towards 
Dimboola. 

300/.  for  the  road  from  Varene  to  Point  Pedro. 

750/.  for  the  road  from  Anarajapoora  to  Put- 
lam. 

For  opening  new  roads : 

1,500/.  for  opening  a  road  from  Manar  to  the 
central  road  from  Dambool  to  Jafiha. 

400/.  for  half  the  cost  of  opening  a  road  from 
.  Degaroelle  to  Pantura. 
300/.  fur  surveying  roads  in  the  Northern 

Province. 
750/.  for  general  service. 
1,100/.  for  implements. 

1,140/.  for  the  elephant  establishment. 
For  New  Bridges : 

250L  for  half  the  cost  of  building  a  bridge  at 
Degaroelle. 

300/.  for  building  a  bridge  on  the  glacis  road 

at  Colombo. 
197/.  for  building  a  bridge  at  Jayelle. 
321/.  for  building  a  bridge  at  Ballepitty- 

modera. 
215/.  for  building  a  bridge  at  Bogambra. 

447/.  for  building  the  bridge  No.  4  on  the 
road  from  GampoUa  to  Ambegamme. 

355/.  for  building  the  bridge  No.  5  on  the 
same  iroad. 

For  repairs  of  Bridges : 


396/.  for  the  ordinary  repain  of  the  bridge  of 

boats  for  the  year  1848. 
60/.  for  decking  ten  boats  of  the  same  bridge. 
230/^  for  building  two  iron  boats  for  the  same 

bridge. 
173/.  for  repairing  the  Palmirah  bridge. 

421/.  for  furnishing  seven  ferry  boats. 

Treasurer  not  to  issue  or  nay  more  than  the 
•um  of  18,226/.  for  the  department  of  the 
Civil  Engineer,  including  the  cost  of  his  es- 
tablishment and  stores. 

43,430/1  to  the  Commissioner  of  Roads,  in. 


thousand  pounds,  for  the  road  from  Colombo  to  Galle 
one  thousand  pounds,  for  the  road  from  Ambepusse  by 
Kornegalle  to  Kandy  one  thousand  pounds,  for  the  road 
from  Kandy  to  Nuwera-Ellia  two  thousand  pounds,  for 
the  road  from  Colombo  to  Awishawelle  eight  hundred 

Eounds,  for  the  road  from  Putlam  to  Koraegalle  five 
undred  pounds,  for  the  roads  in  the  Peninsula  of  Jaffna 
eight  hundred  pounds,  for  the  road  from  Badulla  to 
Hambantotte  one  thousand  pounds^  for  the  road  irom 
Galle  to  Hambantotte  five  hundred  pounds,  for  the  road 
from  Colombo  to  Jaffna  five  hundred  pounds,  for  the 
road  from  Badulla  to  Nuwera-Ellia  two  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds,  for  the  road  Trom  Kandy  to  Matele  eight 
hundred  pounds,  for  the  road  from  Negombo  to  Vean- 
godde  one  hundred  and  fifiy  pounds,  for  the  road  from 
Batticaloa  to  Badulla  one  hundred  pounds,  for  the  road 
from  Pantura  to  Horrene  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
for  the  road  from  Galle  to  Baddegamme,  and  from 
Baddegamme  to  Hickodde  one  hundred  pounds,  for  the 
road   from   Kandy  to  Badulla  one  hundred  and   fifty 

founds,  for  the  road  from  Badulla  to  MadooUa  two 
undred  pounds,  for  the  road  from  Ella  to  Happotella 
eighty-seven  pounds,  for  the  road  from  Negombo  to 
Kornegalle  two  hundred  pounds,  for  the  road  from 
Yattiantotte  to  GampoUa  eight  hundred  and  ninety 
pounds,  and  for  the  road  from  Awishawelle  to  Ratnapoora 
three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  For  opening  and  im- 
proving roads  already  begun,  the  undermentioned  sums, 
viz.,  for  continuing  the  road  along  the  beach  at  Colombo 
sixty  pounds,  for  improving  the  streets  of  Colombo  three 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  pounds,  for  the  parish  roads 
in  Jaffna  three  hundred  pounds,  for  the  road  from  Pera- 
denia  to  Deltotte  one  thousand  pounds,  for  the  road  from 
Yattiantotte  to  GampoUa  seven  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-four  pounds,  for  the  road  from  Nawolepitya 
towards  Dimboola  one  thousand  pounds,  for  the  road 
from  Varene  to  Point  Pedro  three  hundred  pounds,  and 
for  the  road  from  Anarajapoora  to  Putlam  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds.  For  opening  new  roads,  the  under- 
mentioned sums,  viz.,  for  opening  a  road  from  Manar  to 
the  central  road  from  Dambool  to  Jaffna  one  thousand 
and  five  hundred  pounds,  and  for  half  the  cost  of  opening 
a  road  from  Degaroelle  to  Pantura  four  hundred  pounds. 
For  surveying  roads  in  the  Northern  Province  three 
hundred  pounds.  For  general  service  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds.  For  implements  one  thousand  and  one 
hundred  pounds.  For  the  elephant  establishment  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds.  And  for  new 
bridges,  the  undermentioned  sums,  viz.,  for  half  the  cost 
of  building  a  bridge  at  Degaroelle  two  hundred  and  fifty 

f)ounds,  for  building  a  bridge  on  the  glacis  road  at  Co- 
ombo  three  hundred  pounds,  for  building  a  bridge  at 
Jayelle  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  pounds,  for  build- 
ing a  bridge  at  Ballepittymodera  three  hundred  and 
twenty-one  pounds,  for  building  a  bridge  at  Bogambra 
two  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds,  for  building  the  bridge 
No.  4,  on  the  road  from  GampoUa  to  Ambegamme,  four 
hundred  and  forty-seven  pounds,  and  for  building  the 
bridge  No.  5,  on  the  same  road,  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  pounds.  And  for  repairs  of  bridges,  the  undermen- 
tioned sums,  viz.,  for  the  ordinary  repairs  of  the  bridge  of 
boats,  for  the  year  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
eight,  thi;iee  hundred  and  ninety-six  pounds,  for  decking 
10  boats  of  the  same  bridge  sixty  potmds,  for  building 
two  iron  boats  for  the  same  bridge  two  hundred  and 
thirty  pounds,  and  for  repairing  the  Palmirah  bridge  one 
hundred  and  seventy-three  pounds.  And  for  furnishing 
seven  ferry  boats  four  hundred  and  twenty-one  pounds. 

16.  Provided  always  and  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Treasurer  to  issue  or  pay  more 
than  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  two  hunared  and 
twenty-six  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Civil  Engi- 
neer, including  the  cost  of  his  establishment  and  stores ; 
nor  more  than  the  sum  of  forty-three  thousand  four 
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GSTLON.  du&ff  the  cottof  Idf  fihWiiihnMnt  and 

'^"■~"  StCHTft* 

3,61 1/,  ibr  tb«  departnwBt  of  the  Tanm  Sob- 
vejotf  including  the  cott  of  hit  establiih- 
mant  and  stoiet. 

6,0001.  for  woiks  aad  boHdings  to  tiie  Depntj 
Comminary  Genaad,  including  the  cfta* 
bliahment  u^i  the  Boyal  Engineers  andttoies. 


There  thall  and  may  be^ifsoed  and  applied 
9,291/.  for  miaodlaneoui  fenrioes  of  the  leve- 
ral  departments,  viz. : , 


3,200/*  for  tha  department  of  the  Sarreyoc 
General*  , 


1,575/.  for  the 
Agent  for  the 


of  tha  GoTeramei^ 
Province. 


310/.  for  the  denartment  of  the  Goremment 
Agent  for  the  North  Western  Province. 

150/.  for  the  department  of  the  Govammeot 
Agent  for  the  Soothem  Province. 


12L  for  the  department  of  the  Govermnent 
Agent  for  the  Eastern  Province. 

909/.  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Northern  Province* 


394/L  fbr  the  dqartmeut  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Central  Province. 


1^841/.  for  the  Agent  General  in  London. 

1,400/.  for  the  Gbvemments  and  Colonial 
Agents  in  India. 


There  shall  and  may  be  inued  and  applied 
56,0^^*  for  the  Colonial  Commissariat  vis. : 


40,054/.  for  the  depaatment  of  tiie  Depnty 
Commissary  GeneraL 


5,500/.  for  the  Agent  General  in  London. 
1,500/.  for  the  Colonial  Agents  m  India. 

Then  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  nyplied 
4D0/.  for  Government  vessels  of  the  £part- 
ment  of  the  Treasurer. 


These  riiall  and  may  be  issued  and  i^lied 
300/.  for  refund  of  duties  of  the  department  of 
the  Customs, 


Treasurer  to  pay  the  above  at  such  times  as 
the  Governor  by  Wanant  sImiII  order. 


^  And  to  reoetve  credit  in  biaaeoooats  for  the 
payments  made  in  porsoance  thereof. 


hundred,  and  thirty  pounds  to  the  CommiaBioiier  of 
Roads,  including  the  cost  of  his  estabHshment  and  storea; 
nor  mcMre  than  the  sum  of  three  thousand  six  hondred 
and  eleven  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Town  Siir*^ 
veyor,  including  the  cost  of  his  establishment  and  stores; 
nor  more  than  the  sum  of  six  thousand  pounds  for  works 
and  buildings  to  the  D^uty  Cammiasary  General,  io« 
eluding  the  establisliment  of  the  Royal  Engine^v  and 
stores. 

17.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said  sum 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  nine  thoussmd  two  hundred 
and  ninety-one  pounds  to  defray  the  charges  for  miseelU* 
neous  services  of  the  several  departments,  as  hereinafter 
more  particularly  expressed;  that  is  to  say^  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  three  thousand  and  two 
hundred  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Surveyor* 
General^  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  ^eeediog: 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds  for 
the  department  of  the  Government  Aga[it  for  the  Westers 
Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  and  ten  pounds  for  the  department  of  the 
Government  Agent  for  the  North  Western  Province;  and 
any  sums  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Southern  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  not  exceeding  twelve  pounds  lor  the  department 
of  the  Government  Agent  for  the  Eastern  Province ;  and 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  nine  hundred 
and  nine  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Northern  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  ninety- four 
pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Government  Agent  for 
the  Central  Province ;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
not  exceeding:  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-oae 
pounds  for  the  Agent  General  in  London ;  and  any  sun 
or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  one  thousand  and  four 
hundred  pounds  for  the  Governments  and  Colonial  Agents 
in  India. 

18.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said  sum 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  fifty-six  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty-four  pounds  to  defray  the  charges  of 
the  Colonial  Commissariat  as  hereinafter  more  partien- 
larly  expressed ;  that  is  to  say>  any  sum  orsums  of  money 
not  exceeding  forty-nine  thousand  nine  bimdred  and  fift]^ 
four  pounds  for  the  department  of  the  Deputy  Commis- 
sary General;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  ex- 
ceeding five  thousand  and  five  hundred  {rounds  for  the 
Agent  General  in  London;  and  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  not  exceeding  one  thousand  and  five  hundred 
pounds  for  the  Colomal  Agmits  in  India* 

19.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said 
sum  there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum 
or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  four  hundred  poimds  to 
defray  the  charges  for  Government  vessels  of  the  departs 
ment  of  the  treasurer. 

20.  And  it  is  fiirther  enacted,  that  out  of  the  said  sum 
there  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  applied  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  three  hundred  pounds  to 
defray  the  charges  for  refund  of  duties  of  the  department 
of  the  Customs. 

21.  And  it  is  farther  enacted,  that  the*  Treasurer  of  this 
island  shall  issue  and  pay  the  said  several  sums  to  such 
persons  for  the  purposes  hereinbefore-»mentioned  upon 
such  days  and  in  such  proportions  as  the  Governor  for 
the  time  being,  by  any  warrant  or  order  in  writinif  to  be 
signed  by  him  shall  from  time  to  time  order  and  direct; 
and  that  the  payments  so  to  be  made  shall  be  charged 
upon  aad  payable  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  said  island; 

22.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  said  Treasuror 
shall  in  his  accounts  from  time  to  time,  be  allowed  credit 
for  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  paid  by  him  in  pursuance 
of  such  warrant,  or  order  in  writing  as  afereaaid;  and 
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that  the  receipt  or  receipts  of  the  respective  persons  to  CEYLON. 

whom  the  same  shall  be  so  paid,  shall  be  a  full  and  valid  ""~ 

discharge  to  the  said  Treasurer  in  passing  his  said  accounts 

for  any  such  sum  or  sums  as  shall  be  therein  mentioned ; 

and  that  he  shall  and  do  receire  credit  for  the  sane 

aecordinffly. 

Passed  in  Council  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  One 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven. 

G.  C.  Talbot, 
Acting  Clerk  to  the  Council. 

Published  by  Order  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 

J.  Emerson  Tennent, 

Col.  Secretary. 


Eodoeure  2  in  No.  8.  End.  2  in  No.  8. 

Report  of  a  Sub-Committee  of  the  Leoislative  Council  appointed  to  report  upon  the 
Ordinance  '*  To  apply  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  thousand  and 
thirty-four  pounds  to  the  Contingent  Service  of  the  year  1848/* 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Legislative    Cotmcily  held  at  the    Council  Roam  at 

CohvAo,  an  Thursday^  the  l&th  day  of  December,  1847. 

The  Colonial  Secretary  moves  that  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  a  Sub-Com- 
mittee to  report  upon  the  Bill  *'  To  apply  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  ninety-four 
thousand  and  thirty-four  pounds  to  the  Contingent  Service  of  tlte  year  1848 :— " 

The  Honourable  Sir  J.  Emerson  Tennent,  K,C.S.,  Colonial  Secretary. 

The  Honourable  C.  J.  MacCarthy,  Esq.,  Auditor-CJeneral. 

The  Honourable  P.  E.  Wodehouse,  Esq.,  Acting  Treasurer. 

W.  C.  Gibsoti,  Esq.,  Acting  Government  Agent  for  the  Western  Province. 

P.  Saunders,  Esq.,  Collector  of  Customs  for  the  Western  Province. 

G.  Crabbe,  Esq.,  J.  Armitage,"Esq.,  Unofficial  Members. 

Seconded  by  the  Acting  Queen's  Advocate. 
JEtesolved  accordingly. 

REPORT. 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  estimates  of  the  probable  revenue  and  other  receipts 
for  the  forthcoming  year,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  they  are  framed  with  sufficient 
fore»ght  and  moderation  to  warrant  a  reasonable  confidence  in  their  realization,  notwithstanding 
the  present  depression,  which  affects  the  value  of  colonial  produce  generally,  as  well  as  the 
internal  trade  of  the  island.  The  new  branches  of  income  which  are  about  to  be  opened  up 
are  calculated,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  reproduce  from  legitimate  sources  an 
amount  equal  at  least  to  that  portion  of  the  revenue  which  must  be  displac^  by  the  removal  of 
the  duty  upon  xsolonial  exports,  and  the  equalization  of  the  tax  on  British  and  foreign  im- 
ports ;  but  they  cannot  withhold  the  expression  of  their  apprehension,  that  without  some  con- 
8ider8j}le  addition,  the  gross  revenue  of  the  colony  may  soon  be  found  insufficient  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  service,  greatly  augmented  as  these  are  likely  to  be  by  the  extension  of 
estates,  the  wants  of  an  increasing  British  population,  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  an  increased 
activity  and  industry  ainongst  the  native  inhabitants  of  the  island. 

The  Committee  are  desirous  to  express  their  concurrence  in  the  propriety  of  the  efforts  now 
making  by  the  Governor  and  Council  to  distribute  the  burthen  of  taxation  more  equally  than 
it  has  hitherto  been  borne,  over  all  classes  sharingr  the  protection  and  advantages  of  good 
government ;  and  they  would  more  especially  record  their  approval  of  the  contemplated  mea- 
sure which  has  been  officially  announced  for  transferring  a  portion  of  the  serious  charge  for  the 
opening  and  repairing  of  roads,  which  has  hitherto  fallen  exclusively  upon  the  public  treasury, 
to  the  population  generally,  who,  beingalmost  universally  holders  of  land,  are  likely  to  be  the 
.chief  gainers  by  their  construction.  Without  some  such  equitable  arrangement  being  made 
-within  the  coming  year,  to  oblige  those  who  use  the  roads  to  x^ntribute  towards  their  main- 
tenance, either  by  labour  or  its  equivalent  in  money,  the  Committee  cannot  recommend  that 
even  the  full  amount  which  is  now  about  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Governor  should  be 
expended  by  his  Excellency  under  the  direction  of  the  Comn)issioner  of  Roads  without  a  cautious 
discrimination  as  to  the  circunstance  and  nece^ities  of  each  district,  and  every  possible  economy 
of  the  gross  sum  appropriated  to  that  department  of  the  public  service. 

The  Committee  would  likewise  invite  the  serious  attention  of  the  Gt>vemment,and,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  through  them,  of  the  home  authorities,  to  the  permanent  charge  for  the  fixed  establish- 
ments of  the  colony,  whose  prospective  amount  will  receive  a  formidable  augmentation  from 
time  to  time  as  the  parties  now  in  active  employment  come  to  claim  their  several  pensions  from 
the  Treasury.  This  charge  is  even  at  this  moment  [embarrassing,  from  the  obs^cle  which  it 
presents  to  the  reduction  of  departments  whose  present  duties  might  with  advantage  be  curtailed 
or  dispensed  with  altogether,  but  which  cannot  now  be  economically  interfered  with  owing  to 
thepermanent  attachment  of  these  officers  to  the  Government 

Withr^ard  to  the  specific  votes  in  the  Ordinance,  and,  in  die  first  place,  tl^  sum  appro* 
prialedby^-* 
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CEYLON.         Clause  2. — For  Provisional  and  Temporary  Salaries^  Allowances,  and  Office  Contingencies  ef 

the  several  Departments, 

The  Committee  beg  to  remark  that  the  amount  assigned  for  1848  to  the  Treasurer  does  not 
contain  provision,  as  in  former  years>  for  the  contingent  expense  of  the  colonial  steamer  ^'  Sea- 
forth>'*  as  it  has  been  intimated  that  the  Government  have  it  in  contemplation  to  discx)ntinue 
her  voyages  between  Colombo  and  Bombay^  and  to  limit  her  duties  to  the  local  service  of  the 
colony,  thus  reducing  her  expenditure  as  nearly  as  possible  to  that  which  has  been  rendered 
permanent  by  placing  the  officers  on  the  fixed  establishment* 

The  vote  of  1550Z.  for  the  civil  engineer  is  in  addition  to  the  salaries  of  his  fixed  establish- 
ment, amounting  to  3690/.,  and  is  merely  to  cover  the  cost  of  extra  clerks  and  superintendents. 

The  Committee  would  strongly  urge  the  propriety  of  diminishing  the  number  of  the  latter  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  works  to  be  undertaken ;  and,  looking  to  the  entire  sum  to  be 
applied  to  public  buildings  and  bridges  within  the  present  year,  they  are  struck  with  the  fact 
that  the  sums  required  for  the  Civil  Engineer's  department,  fixed  and  contingent,  amount  to 
upwards  of  50  per  cent,  upon  the  gross  amounts  whose  expenditure  they  are  to  direct.  This 
disproportion  is  so  remarkable  that  the  committee  beg  to  suggest,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Governor  and  Council,  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  number  of  persons  so  employed,  where 
the  nature  of  their  engagement  permits,  and  of  drafting  them  into  other  departments,  should 
their  attachment  to  the  fixed  establishment  of  the  colony  be  an  obstacle  to  dispensing  with  their 
services  altogether.  An  improvement'which  seems  to  be  immediately  practicable  would  be  to 
make  a  portion  of  the  fixed  establishment  at  once  available  for  the  duties  of  the  unfixed,  whose 
services  may  be  dispensed  with. 

The  sum  of  3725/.,  appropriated  to  the  Commissioner  of  Roads,  Is  to  cover,  amongst  other 
items,  the  salaries  of  his  superintendents,  medical  officers,  office  furniture^  and  the  clothing  for 
the  divisions  and  sub-divisions  of  pioneers. 

The  sum  of  1 588/.  is  the  total  expense  for  salaries  of  the  Town  Surveyor  and  his  establish* 
ment,  no  part  of  which  is  as  yet  borne  on  the  fixed  establbhment. 

The  sums  assigned  respectively  to  the  Government  Agents  of  the  several  provinces  vary  con- 
siderably from  those  severally  apportioned  to  them  in  former  Ordinances.  This  arises  not  from 
any  increase  of  expenditure,  but  from  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of  bringing  some  charges  to 
account  which  will  hereafter  be  defrayed  through  them,  instead  of  the  Treasurer  or  other 
officers,  as  heretofore.  In  addition  to  the  cost  of  the  headmen,  rest  housekeepers,  peace-officers, 
and  other  functionaries,  the  salaries  of  all  schoolmasters  not  on  the  fixed  establishment,  will  as 
usual,  be  defrayed  out  of  the  several  votes  now  recommended  for  the  Government  Agents. 

The  vote  of  1088/.  for  the  Customs  of  the  Western  Province  includes  the  charges  for  grain* 
sheds,  extra  officers,  boats,  and  rowers,  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  contingent  salaries,  which 
are  also  provided  for  by  similar  votes  to  the  other  collectors. 

The  vote  for  the  post-office  is  for  salaries  and  the  pay  of  tappal  runners :  that  for  the  judicial 
departments  includes  the  expense  of  clerks,  messengers,  and  officers  not  on  the  fixed  establish- 
ment, together  with  the  furniture  and  other  petty  expenses  of  the  Courts ;  and  the  sums 
assigned  under  this  clause  to  the  fiscals  are  chiefly  for  the  salaries  of  gaolers,  turnkeys,  and 
clerks  at  out-stations. 

To  the  police  at  Colombo  is  voted  a  sum  of  1604/.,  which,  in  addition  to  the  pay  of  the  con- 
stables' clothins;  and  office  allowances,  is  to  bear  likewise  the  charge  of  the  police  force  at 
Negombo ;  and  a  similar  vote  of  2048/.  for  the  police  at  Kandy  is  to  be  available  in  addition 
to  similar  purposes,  for  the  payment  of  the  rural  police  throughout  that  province,  which  is  part 
and  parcel  of  the  same  establishment. 

The  remaining  vote  of  the  second  clause,  1332/.  for  the  regiments  serving  in  Ceylon,  is  to  be 
applicable  to  the  charges  for  messengers  and  official  servants,  batta  to  clerks,  and  remission  of 
duty  on  wine  and  beer  consumed  by  the  troops  and  other  officers.  There  is  likewise  a  charge 
for  the  recruiting  service ;  and  the  Committee  would  beg  to  submit  to  the  attention  of  the 
Council  that  this  latter  expense  should  not  fall  exclusively  on  this  colony  so  long  as  the  garrison 
at  Hong-Kong  is  composed  in  part  of  the  Ceylon  Rifle  Corps,  on  whose  account  the  charge  is 
partially  incurred. 

Clause  3. — Pensions  and  Retired  Allowances. 

The  amount  of  these  seems  to  the  Committee  to  be  one  of  the  most  serious  items  in  the 
colonial  liabilities.  The  sum  now  asked  is  to  cover  those  allowances  only  which  are  borne  on 
the  colonial  revenues  without  being  authorized  in  detail  by  instructions  from  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  viz. : — 


Civil  pensions 

Military  ditto  •  •  • 

But  in  addition  to  these  the  fixed  pensions  are — 

Civil   .         •         .  .         . 

Military        .         •  .  . 

State  pensions  in  India     • 


£.       *. 

1,506  17 

2,730    0 

d. 
9 
0 

25,808    0 
2.882    0 
2,950    0 

0 
0 
0 

4,236  17    9 


31,640    0    0 


Making  a  total  of        .         .         .  35,876  17    9 
Towards  defraying  this  heavy  annual  charge  the  only  available  annual  receipt  is  3420/., 
deducted  by  stoppages  from  the  salaries  of  those  on  the  fixed  establishment ;  and,  as  the  latter 
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amount  is  now  at  its  maximum,  whilst  the  issues  are  likely  to  increase  from  year  to  year,  the         CEYLON, 
committee  cannot  but  look  forward  with  some  apprehension  to  the  result^  though  they  are  not 
at  present  prepared  to  suggest  any  specific  arrangement  for  its  relief. 

Clause  4. 

The  votes  included  in  this  clause  are  exclusively  for  the  payment  of  the  officers  employed  in 
the  realization  of  revenue,  the  collection  of  salt,  the  levying  of  the  grain  and  arrack  taxes,  and 
the  commutation  department  of  the  several  proviuces. 

Clause  5. 

Tlie  most  important  item  in  this  clause  is  that  which  assigns  2250/.  for  the  department  of 
the  Registrar  of  the  Supreme  Court,  nearly  the  whole  of  which  the  committee  are  given  to 
understand  is  expended  in  the  charges  incident  to  the  circuits  of  the  judges  of  assize.  The 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  dignity  of  the  Courts  and  the  majesty  of  justice  are  rather 
prejudiced  than  enhanced  by  the  processions  of  tom-toms  and  native  guards^  which  have  been 
hitherto  attendant  on  the  judges.  Ceremonies  of  this  nature  have  gradually  been  abandoned 
elsewhere,  and  the  greatly  advanced  intelligence  of  the  natives  of  Ueylon  renders  thrir  con- 
tinued use  here  rather  derogatory  than  conducive  to  the  grave  and  becoming  observances  of  the 
Supreme  Tribunal. 

The  committee  would  also  invite  attention  to  the  serious  cost  of  these  circuits,  on  which  it 
appears  that  the  judges,  in  addition  to  being  provided  with  houses  and  furnished  apartments, 
and  occasionally  with  opportunities  of  travelling  at  the  public  expense,  are  nevertheless  in 
receipt  of  daily  travelling  allowances  much  greater  than  other  officers  of  high  rank  in  the 
colony  who  are  not  accommodated  with  these  facilities. 

It  appears  also  that  the  inferior  officers  of  the  Court,  when  on  circuit,  are  sometimes  provided 
with  separate  houses  at  a  multiplied  expense,  when  with  more  ease,  greater  economv,  and  no 
doubt  greater  facility  for  the  despatch  of  their  public  duties,  they  might  be  allotted  separate 
apartments  under  the  same  roof.  The  committee  would  respectfully  hope  that  now,  when 
economy  is  carried  into  all  other  departments,  the  attention  of  the  judges  may  be  called  by  the 
Government  to  the  propriety  of  retrenchment  in  this  direction. 

Clause  8. — Education. 

The  committee  regret  to  find  that  no  material  alteration  has  yet  been  effected  in  the  consti- 
tution and  operation  of  the  Colombo  Academy,  an  institution  whose  maintenance  has  not 
hitherto  been  productive  of  results  commensurate  to  its  expense.  The  committee,  in  reference 
to  this  vote,  would  beg  to  refer  back  to  the  report  of  the  sub-committee  of  last  year  on  the 
same  subject,  in  the  hope  that  some  measures  may  be  early  taken  to  infuse  greater  efficiency 
into  this  costly  institution,  the  expense  of  which  is  annually  increasing.  In  connexion  with  the 
question  of  general  education,  the  committee  have  learned  with  much  satisfaction  tliat  a  very 
effectual  step  has  been  taken  for  divesting  it  of  any  possible  imputation  of  sectarian  influence, 
by  discontinuing  altogether  the  system  of  chaplains  and  ministers  schools.  Looking  to  the 
mixed  constitution  of  tne  school  commission  and  its  avowed  object  of  diffusing  secular  instruc- 
tion alike  to  all  classes,  nothing  could  be  more  prejudicial  to  its  usefulness  than  to  permit  its 
labours  to  be  made  a  pretext  by  rival  sects  for  claiming  a  triumph  for  their  own  peculiar 
objects ;  and  the  committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  recent  measure  above  alluded 
to  will  have  a  salutary  effect  in  the  prevention  of  such  a  result* 

Clause  9. 
In  the  large  expenditure  authorized  by  this  clause  of  51207.  for  hospitals,  is  included  a  liberal 
provision  for  medical  attendance  for  Malabar  coolies  throughout  every  province  in  which  their 
labour  is  in  demand. 

Clause  10. 

Makes  provision  in  the  departments  of  the  fiscals  and  police  for  all  the  expenditure  connected 
-with  the  care  of  paupers,  the  local  economy  of  towns,  the  maintenance  and  provisioning  of 
prisoners,  including  their  clothing  and  burial  charges,  the  expenses  of  escorts  and  rewards, 
and  a  number  of  minor  items  of  a  similar  description. 

Clause  11. 
For  defraying  the  rent  of  buildings  required  by  various  officers,  provides  for  rooms  for  the 
surveyor-general,  pending  the  rebuilding  of  his  own  offices.  There  are  also  small  sums  for 
buildings  rented  in  Colombo  and  at  out  stations  for  the  civil  engineer  and  commissioner  of 
roads  and  postmaster-general.  The  votes  under  this  head  to  the  Government  agents  are 
applicable  to  the  rents  of  Government  school  houses,  hospitals,  and  similar  buildings  for  public 
purposes. 

Clause  12. 
The  sum  for  transport  includes  the  travelling  expenses  of  all  the  Government  officers  appor- 
tioned on  the  respective  votes  to  each  department,  carriage  of  Government  stores  and  articles  for 
public  use,  removal  of  treasure,  and  expense  of  medical  officers  when  engaged  on  vaccination 
duty  or  general  service. 
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CKYLON.  Clause  \A.—The  Civil  Engineer. 

The  committee  take  for  granted,  unless  otherwise  instructed  by  the  Council,  that  the  i 
voted  under  this  clause  to  the  civil  engineer  are  for  the  completion  of  the  several  works  for 
which  they  have  been  respectively  assigned.  The  first  vote  of  775/.  is  for  the  completion  of  a 
contract  by  the  Messrs.  Green  of  a  range  of  public  offices  to  be  erected  by  them,  and  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  civil  engineer. 

The  other  works  for  which  provision  has  been  made  are  almost  exclusively  repairs,  or  the 
completion  of  buildings  already  commenced,  and  which  would  suffer  injury  by  suspension ; 
but  though  many  new  buildings  have  been  represented  as  urgently  required,  the  colonial  finances 
are  not  in  such  a  position  as  to  warrant  the  committee  in  recommending  that  they  should  at 
present  be  undertaken.  The  only  exceptions  to  this  rule  are  a  sum  of  212/.,  for  providing  a 
public  office  for  the  colonial  secretary  (who,  in  the  absence  of  all  such  accommodation,  now 
uses  a  portion  of  the  public  council-room),  an  export  shed  at  the  Colombo  Wharf,  a  matter  of 
much  importance  to  the  public ;  a  salt  store  at  Putlam,  the  late  temporary  building  having  been 
consumed  by  fire ;  a  new  iron  light-house  at  Ghillie,  and  ofiBces  for  the  Govemmait  Agent  at 
Trincomalee,  the  present  building  being  ruinous,  and  condemned. 

The  committee  having  already  called  the  attention  of  the  Grovemor  and  Council  to  the  dis- 

Sroportionate  expense  of  the  persons  employed  in  the  civil  engineer's  department,  when  consi- 
ered  in  relation  to  the  works  to  be  performed,  and  the  outlay  they  are  to  superintend;  a 
similar  remark  would  apply  to  the  cost  of  superintendence  for  works  undertaken  by  the  military 
departments,  though  from  the  want  of  detailed  information,  the  conomittee  are  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  advert  to  them  more  particularly :  one  item,  however,  is  indicative  of  a  room  for  economy 
In  this  regard;  the  expenditure,  exclusive  of  repairs  for  military  purposes,  at  Kandy  during  the 
next  year  is  provided  for  by  a  vote  of  15/.,  and  yet  at  Kandy,  in  addition  to  the  pay  of  an 
oflBcer  of  the  Royal  Engineers,  Major  Baddely,  the  committee  find  that  the  salaries  of  the 
superintendents,  a  master  mason,  a  carpenter,  and  smith,  amount  to  331/.  per  annum. 

Clause  15. 

Your  committee  have  already  offered  some  general  observations  on  the  roads^  and  will  proceed 
briefly  to  bring  under  your  consideration  the  votes  ibr  some  of  the  principal  lines  of  road. 

For  Ordinary  and  Necessary  Repairs  of  Roads. 

Repairs  of  Roads  within  Toums^  4330/. 

Of  this  vote  1600/.  is  for  the  town  of  Colombo,  to  be  expended  under  the  town  surveyor, 
and  the  remainder  for  the  other  principal  towns  in  charge  of  the  conunissioner  of  roads. 

Roads  from  Colombo  to  Kandy,  10,000/. 

The  committee  apprehend  that  this  vote  will  not  be  sufficient  for  the  repair  of  the  road 
during  the  whole  year.  It  has  suffered  so  severely  from  the  very  unusual  amount  of  rain  and 
the  heavy  trafiic,  as  to  be  now  in  a  very  bad  state. 

The  committee  learn  that  the  estimates  proposed  to  be  charged  against  this  vote  are — 

For  flying  parties  on  the  whole  road,  2000/. 

For  forming  dep6ts  of  stone  and  gravel,  2000/. 

For  repairing  the  road  between  the  bridge  of  boats  and  the  10th  mile-stone,  2690/. 

For  balances  of  estimates  in  progress  from  the  27th  to  the  29th,  from  the  43rd  to  the  46th, 
and  from  the  62nd  to  the  68th  miles,  1,870/. 

For  the  Road  from  Colombo  to  Cfalle,  1000/. 
For  the  Road  from  Amhepusse  by  Komegal  to  Kandy,  1000/. 

These  votes  are  required  for  keeping  the  two  lines  in  due  repair  throughout  the  year. 

For  the  Road  from  Kandy  to  Nuwera  Ellia,  2000/. 

This  vote  is  proposed  to  be  mainly  applied  to  the  widening  and  improving  of  the  part  between 
Peradenia  and'  Gampola,  which  is  in  bad  order,  and  inconveniently  and  dangerously  narrow 
for  the  amount  of  traflic  on  it. 

From  Gampola  to  beyond  Rambodde  the  road  is  in  very  good  order,  and  the  committee  do 
not  think  that  the  colony  is  in  a  condition  at  present  to  expend  money  higher  up  the  line. 

The  remainder  of  the  votes  for  repairs  do  not  appear  to  call  for  particidar  notice. 

For  opening  and  improving  Roads  already  begun. 

Road  along  the  Beach  at  Colomho,  60/. 
Improving  the  Streets  of  Colombo,  50/. 

The  sum  of  60/.  has  been  granted  to  the  town  surveyor  to  complete  the  road,  retaining  wall 
and  cabook  wall  between  the  old  Portuguese  bastion  and  Gentoo  burial-ground.  As  soon  as 
the  stale  of  the  public  funds  will  authorize  the  step,  your  committee  would  urge  that  the  road 
in  question  should  be  contmued  to  the  fort.  This  step  is  at  once  demanded  by  the  increasing 
traffic  through  the  main  street  of  the  Pettah,  by  the  necessity  of  givbg  an  additional  outlet 
from  the  fort  towards  Muttwall  and  the  mouths  of  the  two  Negombo  canals,  and  also  on 
sanitary  grounds.  When  completed,  this  new  road  .would  be  one  of  &e  greatest  improve^ 
ments  that  has  ever  been  eflfected  in  the  close  and  ill-ventilated  Pettah  of  Colombo. 
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For  tie  Parish  BoadiinJuffm,  300/.  ^CTYLOy 

This  vote  b  proposed  fw  the  oontiiniation  of  the  practice  which  has  now  prevailed  there 
for  some  years,  with  much  advantage,  of  gradually  redaiming  and  improving  the  old  parish 
roads. 

The  Boadjram  Feradema  to  DeUoUe,  £1,000. 

The  Council  are  aware,  that  in  former  years,  a  considerable  sum  of  public  money  was 
expended  upon  this  line,  in  addition  to  the  subscriptions  of  parties  interested  in  it  Several 
miles  have  hmea  made  in  «  very  efBcient  manner ;  but  in  consequence  of  ivtipediments  at  certain 
points,  the  whole  has,  Mp  to  this  time,  remained  nearly  useless.  The  subscribers  have 
expressed  their  readiness  to  co-operate  with  Government  in  further  elSbrts  to  open  the  road; 
and  this  vole  has  therefore  been  iotroduoed^  upon  the  understanding,  that  the  part  already 
opened,  shall  be  completed,  and  two  bridges  built,  before  any  money  is  applied  to  we  extension 
of  die  line.  When  this  part  has  been  opened  for  carts,  arrangecn^its  will  be  made  for 
imposing  a  tolL 

For  the  Road  from  TattianMte  to  Gampola,  £7 J^94. 

So  considerable  a  vote  has  been  proposed  in  the  Draft  Ordinance  for  the  construction  and 
improvement  of  the  road  from  Yattiantotte  to  Gampola,  that  the  committee  have  felt  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  ascertain  and  report  to  the  Council,  as  clearly  as  possible,  the  amount  of  public 
ttioaey  already  expended  npon  that  line,  its  present  condition^  the  amount  which  will  still  be 
required  for  its  thorough  completion,  and  the  manner  in  whidi  the  Government  proposes  to 
effect  ^  tobject. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  so  large  a  sum  has  already  been  expended  upon  this 
work,  as  to  preclude  any  further  question  upon  the  propriety  of  its  completion.  Indeed,  they 
entertain  no  doubt  of  the  great  ultimate  utility  of  it ;  but  they  feel  bound  to  notice  two  great 
errors  into  wUch  the  GOftennnent  and  the  Omncil  have  hitherto  fallen,  in  assigning  funds 
lor  the  public  works  of  the  celony.  One,  that  diey  have  calculated  upon  the  formation  of 
Doads  for  an  outlay  for  below  wh»t  has  ultimatdy  been  proved  to  be  neceasary.  The  other, 
that  they  have  granted  votes  without,  m  the  first  instance,  insisting  upon  positive  information 
as  to  the  cost  of  a  work  from  its  commencement  to  its  completion. 

They  hope  that  these  errors  will,  for  the  future,  be  carefully  avoided ;  and,  on  the  present 
occasion,  they  will  endeavour  to  remove  ail  further  doubt  as  to  the  expenditure  still  to  be 
iflcurred  for  the  comjdetion  of  the  Une  under  consideration. 

The  Commissioner  of  Roads  has  prepared  such  very  detailed  estimates  and  plans  of  the 
work  to  be  done,  that  the  Government  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee^  hold  him  steictly 
responsible  for  the  due  performance  of  what  he  has  undertaken. 

The  conunittee  find  that  the  whole  distance,  as  shown  in  the  plans  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Roads, .from  Yattiaiilette  to  Gampola,  is  40%  miles.  The  work  appears  to  have  been  under- 
taken in  1841,  and  the  sums  expeinded  by  the  Conmiissioner  of  Roads,  upon  the  votes  granted 
from  time  to  time;  have  been  as  follows: — 


fai)841 

£    604 

1842 

2,819 

1«43 

642 

1844 

1.967 

1645 

2,012 

1846 

7,332 

1847 

9,960 

£25,836 

including  what  will  prdbably  be  expended  up  to  the  end  of  this  year.  To  this  tnust  be  added 
1,389/.  expended  by  the  civil  engineer  upon  bridges.  The  entire  outlay  has,  therefore,  been 
26>725/. 

Your  committee  will  not  here  enter  into  precise  detail  as  to  the  exact  state  of  every  part 
of  the  road,  for  which  they  would  refer  the  Council  to  the  reports  of  the  Commissionei^  of 
Roads;  but  its  condition  may  be  generally  stated,  they  believe^  as  follows. 

The  whole  line  has  been  traced  and  opened,  so  as  to  admit  of  being  travelled  by  horses 
and  bullocks,  though  with  difficulty,  and  nsk  of  detention  at  some  places. 

The  first  12  mues  from  Yattiantotte  may  be  almost  said  to  be  completed,  and  in  a  very 
efficient  manner,  vrith  the  exception  of  small  portions,  for  which  provision  has  been  made  in 
the  proposed  estimates.  The  distance  is  quite  passable  for  carts,  and  a  large  bridge  has  been 
built  over  the  Bibhool  Gya.  From  the  12th  mile  to  Ambegamme,  on  the  24th  mile,  the 
whole,  or  nearly  so,  has  to  be  opened  for  carts.  Prom  Ambegamme  to  Gampola,  the  whole 
has  been  opened  for  carriages,  or  will  be  so,  by  the  end  of  thb  year,  with  the  exception  of 
ooctain  bridges;  kmi  the  greatest  diffioukies  are  expmenced  in  wet  weathei:,  owing  to  the 
poeuliar  natuie  of  the  soil  throu^  which  the  road  has  been  carried,  and  which  renders  it 
absolutely  neoanary  tlnta  part  of  it  should  be  immediately  meUlled,  in  order  to  make  it 
mlly  available  thveughout  the  year;  and,  indeed^  for  the  preservation  of  what  has  been 
abeady  made.  The  estimtttes  of  the  Commissioner  of  Roads  for  its  entire  completion,  amount 
to  34,091/.,  to  which  moMt  be  »dded  854Z.  (or  complettng  two  bridges  in  progress,  under  the 
civil  engineer,  and  the  cost  of  a  bridge  over  the  Kahawatura  river,  near  Ambegajmne,  for 
which  a  ford  will  do  for  the  present,  and  for  which  an  estimate  has  not  yet  been  framed.  The 
votes  proposed  for  the  ensuing  year,  amount  to  8,684/.  for  the  Commissioner  of  Roads,  and 
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CEYLON.  802Z.  for  the  civil  engineer.     The  sum  assigned  to  the  former  officer,  is  calculated  to  provide 

"""  employment  through  the  whole  year  for  three  divisions  and  one  sub-division  of  pioneers,  with 

12  elephants,  the  value  of  whose  labour  wiU  be  applied  as  follows : — 890/.  to  the  general 
repair,  throughout  the  year,  of  all  that  has  been  completed ;  1,5502.  for  Macadamizing  the  2Ist 
22nd,  and  2ord  miles  (measured  from  Kandy),  and  completing  two  masonry  bridges  between 
Nawolepitya  and  Ambegamme;  and  the  balance  of  the  vote  for  opening  the  road  upwards 
from  Yattiantotte,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  carried  as  far  as  the  ^th  mile,  and  building  a 
bridge  over  the  Paddipola  Ella,  on  the  21st  mile  from  that  place. 

The  committee  have  further  made  it  their  business  to  ascertain  how  far  it  is  probable  that  a 
due  return  will  be  made  for  so  heavy  an  expenditure  of  the  pubUc  money;  and  they  find,  that 
at  different  points  on  the  line^  various  branch  roads  are  in  course  of  being  opened,  leading 
into  very  important  districts.  There  is  also  reason  to  suppose  that  a  sreat  proportion  of  the 
general  traffic  with  the  interior,  may  be  diverted  from  the  Kandy  road  to  the  new  line.  The 
committee  feel  that  this  would  be  attended  with  many  advantages,  both  as  tending  to  diminish 
the  pressure  upon  the  Kandy  road,  the  repair  of  which  is  annually  becoming  more  difficult, 
and  also  by  keeping  down  the  cost  of  cart  hire,  in  which  the  scarcity  of  food  for  cattle  would 
otherwise  occasion  a  considerable  increase.  They  are  also  informed,  that  the  Government  has 
issued  a  Proclamation  for  establishing  a  toll  at  the  Bibhool  Oya  bridge,  to  which  the  road  is 
now  open ;  and  that  they  propose  to  introduce  an  Ordinance  for  levymg  tolls  upon  all  goods 
landed  or  shipped  at  Yattiantotte.  A  toll  has  been  established  at  Gampola,  another  will  be 
at  Nawolepetiya  when  the  road  to  it  from  Grampola  is  really  available,  and  another  will  be 
ultimately  established  at  Ginigathena.  A  large  return  may  be  expected  from  these,  and  the 
committee  feel  justified,  with  the  explanation  thus  given,  in  recommending  the  money  to  be 
granted. 

For  the  Road  from  Nawolepetiya  towards  JDimboola,  £1,000. 

The  committee  propose  the  introduction  of  this  vote  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  They  learn  that  the  proprietors  of  several  estates  through  or  near  which  it  has 
been  carried,. have  already  expended  3,700/.,  and  have  intimated  their  intention  of  laying 
out  immediately  1,000/.  more,  if  they  can  obtain  a  pronuse  of  aid  from  the  Government  to  the 
extent  of  1,000Z.  during  next  year. 

For  the  whole  of  this  sum,  a  cart  road  will  be  opened  and  made  really  available  to  the 
length  of  about  nine  miles.  The  Committee,  therefore^  hope  that  the  Council  will  accede  to 
the  proposal ;  and  would  recommend,  that  as  soon  as  the  road  is  open,  a  toll  should  be 
established  for  the  benefit  of  Government  and  the  subscribers,  in  proportion  to  their  relative 
outlay. 

For  opening  New  Roads. 

For  the  Road  from  Manar  to  the  Central  Road  from  Jaffna  to  Dambool,  £1.500^ 
The  Council  are  aware  that  the  only  line  of  communication  from  the  West  Coast  to  the 
interior,  between  Jaffna  and  Putlam,  is  that  from  Aripo  to  Anarajapoora.  It  is  now,  however, 
generally  admitted,  that  that  line  is  altogether,  or  very  nearly,  useless,  as  neither  food,  shelter, 
nor  water,  is  procurable  for  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  distance.  There  is,  therefore, 
reason  to  advocate  its  abandonment  at  once,  so  far  as  any  expenditure  of  pubUc  money  is 
involved,  and  to  take  steps  for  opening  the  line  now  proposed,  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  Government  Agent  of  the  Northern  Province  and  the  Commissioner  of  Roads,  which 
passes  through  a  well-inhabited  country,  and  which  it  is  hoped  may  tend  greatly  to  the  intro- 
duction and  establishment  in  those  districts  of  settlers  from  the  continent  of  India. 

For  the  Road  from  Degarodle  to  Paniura,  £400. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  the  committee  here  to  enlarge  upon  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
the  alteration  of  the  road  to  Galle,  in  the  neighbourhocnl  of  Pantura,  and  the  substitution  of  a 
bridge  at  Degaroelle  for  the  existing  Pantura  Ferry.  The  proprietors  of  the  land  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  river,  have  undertaken  to  make  four  miles  of  new  road  for  800/.,  and  to  build  a 
bridge  for  500/. ;  of  which  they  will  require  half  during  1848,  and  the  remainder  in  1849. 
Provision  has  accordingly  been  made  in  the  Ordinance  for  1848,  The  committee  cannot 
but  congratulate  the  Council  and  the  public  on  the  removal  of  the  greatest  obstacle  to  the 
communication  between  Colombo  and  Galle,  by  the  completion  of  the  Caltura  bridge,  which 
will  be  opened  on  the  1st  of  January.  The  arrangement  now  submitted,  provides  for  the 
removal  of  another  impediment,  and  they  entertain  a  hope  that  measures  will  be  speedily  taken 
for  the  construction  of  bridges  at  Bentotte  and  Gindurab. 

Clause  17. 

The  votes  for  Miscellaneous  Services  to  the  Departments  are,  in  general,  sufficiently  explained 
by  the  terms  in  which  they  appear  in  the  Ordinance.  They  include  provision  for  local 
surveys ;  the  care  of  canals  (under  which  head  400/.  is  due  as  the  balance  of  a  former  contract 
between  Caltura  and  Pantura) ;  for  the  prosecution  of  a  geological  survey  of  the  island  ;  for 
the  care  of  migratory  labourers ;  the  education  of  students  at  the  College  of  Calcutta ;  the 
destruction  of  elephants,  chetas,  and  beasts  of  prey ;  and  other  local  purposes,  to  be  specified 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Governor,  previously  to  the  issue  of  any  authority  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  vote. 
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Clause  19. 
The  CommUsaricLt. 

In  relation  to  this  important  and  costly  department,  the  committee  entertain  a  lively  hope 
to  see  its  early  reduction,  if  not  to  purely  military  purposes,  at  least  to  such  a  limited  sphere  of 
civil  functions,  as  it  may  be  found  impracticable  to  provide  for  by  private  enterprize  or  the 
general  resources  of  the  colony.  For  example,  an  extension  of  the  system  of  contracts  for 
public  works,  should  the  present  experiments  be  found  encouraging,  might  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  dispense  with  the  collection  of  materials  for  building,  tools^  and  other  requisites.  The 
committee  are  likewise  of  opinion,  that  greater  economy  might  possibly  be  introduced  into  the 
existing  system,  so  long  as  it  is  to  continue ;  as  it  has  been  intimated  to  them^  that  in  some 
instances,  materials  for  public  works  could  be  procured  on  more  advantageous  terms,  than  they 
are  now  furnished  by  the  Government  contractors. 

In  concluding  these  observations,  the  Committee  beg  to  express  their  opinion  in  favour  of 
the  greatly  improved  form  into  which  the  expenditure  for  the  coming  year  has  been  digested  in 
the  Ordinance  now  under  consideration,  which  they  think  will  be  found  much  more  lucid  and 
satisfactory,  than  the  shape  in  which  the  votes  in  Supply  Ordinances  have  hitherto  been  brought 
before  the  Legislative  Council. 

J.  Emerson  Tennent, 
C.  J.  MacCarthy, 

P.  E.  WODEHOUSK, 

W.  C.  Gibson, 
P.  Saunders, 
G.  Crabbb, 
J.  Armitage. 


CEYLON, 


(No.  36.) 


No.  9. 


No.  9. 


Answered  June  15* 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Pavilion,  Kandy,  Fehruary  9,  1848. 
My  Lord,  {Received  March  31,  1848.) 

On  a  careful  examination  of  the  various  sources  from  which  the  revenue  329. '  ^'  '  ^^^ 
of  this  colony  is  derived,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  how  far  a  probable  increase 
in  its  amount  might  be  obtained,  with  the  smallest  degree  of  pressure  upon  the 
community,  and  with  the  largest  amount  of  concomitant  advantages,  it  appeared 
to  me,  in  concert  with  my  Executive  Council,  that  an  entire  revision  of  the 
stamp  duties,  and  the  consolidation  and  improvement  of  the  various  provisions 
of  the  existing  Ordinances  upon  the  subject,  would  afford  an  equitable  means  of 
attaining,  in  some  degree,  the  desired  object.  Although  the  revenue  raised 
from  these  sources  has  already  been  considerable  (as  will  be  apparent  from  an 
inspection  of  the  subjoined  table,  showing  the  annual  revenue  derived  from 
stamps  during  the  last  four  years),  I  have  had  reason  to  believe  that  the 
increase  has  not  been  commensurate  with  the  yearly  ijiciieasing  business,  both 
commercial  and  judicial,  of  this  colony,  nor  with  the  augmented  resources  of 
the  community  generally.  Other  grounds,  moreover,  were  to  be  found  in  the 
state  of  the  law  itself,  and  of  its  administration,  as  well  as  in  the  admitted 
necessity  for  amending  the  provisions  of  the  existing  Ordinances,  and  adapting 
them  more  perfectly  to  the  advancing  condition  of  the  people,  which  induced 
me  to  lay  before  the  Legislative  Council  the  draft  of  an  Ordinance  calculated  to 
effect  these  objects. 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship,  copy  of  the  Ordinance  1. 

No.  2,  of  1848,  **To  repeal  the  existing  stamp  duties,  and  to  impose  certain 
other  duties  in  lieu  thereof,"  which  was  finally  passed  in  Council  on  the 
31st  of  January,  but  which  is  not  to  come  into  operation  until  the  1st  day  of 
June  next 

In  submitting  this  Ordinance  for  your  Lordship's  approval,  and  fop  Her 
Majesty's  confirmation,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  offer  a  few  observations  upon  its 
provisions,  and  upon  the  alterations  of  and  additions  to  the  former  Ordinances 
which  have  been  introduced  into  it 

With  a  view,  however,  to  present  in  a  clearer  light  for  your  Lordship's 
consideration  the  various  changes  which  it  is  proposed  to  make,  I  would  beg 
leave  to  offer  some  preliminary  remarks  upon  the  Schedule  of  Duties,  the  levy- 
ing of  which  it  is  the  principal  object  of  the  Ordinance  to  regulate. 

The  Schedule  is,  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  divided  into  three  parts:  of 
these  the  first  comprises  the  duties  on  instruments  of  conveyance,  contract 
security  for  money,  deeds  in  general,  and  other  matters  not  fsdling  under  the 
subsequent  heads.    The  second  part  comprises  the  duties  on  proceedings  in  the 
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Supreme  Court  and  other  courts  of  law.  The  third  part  comprises  the  duties 
on  testamentary  proceedings,  probate  of  wills,  and  letters  of  administration. 
The  following  instruments,  which  were  heretofore  free  of  duty,  will  henceforth 
be  charged  with  stamps : — 

1.  Affidavits  not  made  for  the  immediate  purpose  of  being  used  in  courts 

of  justice. 

2.  A{^raisements. 

3.  Articles  of  clerkship. 

4.  Awards. 

5.  BiUs  of  lading. 

6.  Charter  parties. 

7.  Power  of  substitution  or  surrogation  under  a  letter  of  attorney. 

8.  Letters  of  Venia  Otaiis. 

9.  Licenses  to  deal  in  fire-arma 

10.  Licenses  to  possess  fire-arms. 

11.  Protest. 

In  addition  to  these  new  duties,  a  general  revision  has  been  made  of  the 
former  duties,  with  the  object  both  of  simplifying  the  tables  and  of  increasing 
the  revenue,  without  adding  to  the  duty  payable  on  instruments  of  small 
amount.  By  way  of  illustration,  I  subjoin  copies  of  the  old  and  of  the  new 
tables  of  stamp  duties  on  agreements  which  are  as  follows : — 


Stamp  Duties  on  Aoreehents. 

OW  Table. 

NewTabk. 

£.  t.  d. 

£.  «.  d. 

n  j£l  and  under     £2    . 

.001 

Of  the  value  of     £1  and  not  exceeding    £2 

0    0    1 

2 

3    . 

.002 

2            ,  ,                    5 

0    0    3 

3        , 

.              5    . 

.003 

,                 5            ,  ,                  10 

0    0    6 

5 

10    . 

.006 

,                10            ,  ,                  20 

0    1    0 

10        , 

,            20    . 

.010 

,                20            ,  ,                   50 

0    2    0 

20        , 

,            30    . 

.016 

50            ,  ,                 100 

0    4    0 

80        , 

40   . 

.020 

,              100            ,  ,                 200 

0    6    0 

40        , 

50    . 

.026 

,              200            ,  ,                 300 

0    7    6 

50        , 

60    . 

.030 

300            ,  ,                 500 

0    8    6 

60 

,            60    . 

.036 

,             .500            ,  ,               1000 

0  12   f 

80        , 

100    . 

.040 

,            1000            ,,               2000 

0  15    9 

100        , 

,          150    . 

.050 

2000            ,  ,               3000 

1    5    0 

150        , 

,          200    . 

.060 

And    for  eTery  addiUonal  £l000,  oi  part 

•200 

300    . 

.070 

thereof,  a  further  progreaBire  duty  of  .     . 

1    0    « 

300 

,          500    . 

.080 

aoo      , 

,        1000    . 

.     0  10    0 

1000        , 

,        2000    . 

.     0  15     0 

2000        , 

,        3000    . 

.10    0 

3000        , 

,        5000    . 

.16    0 

% 

5000  and  i 

ipwarda   .     * 

.     1  10    0 

The  rate  of  duty  has  thus  been  slightly  raised,  according  to  the  incs'easiiig 
value  of  the  contract,  and  where  it  exceeds  30002.,  the  rate  of  duty  has  been 
made  to  bear  a  just  proportion  to  that  imposed  on  instruments  of  smaller 
amount  Tlie  other  tables  throughout  the  schedule  have  be^i  framed  upen 
nmilar  principles,  although  by  the  former  Stamp  Act,  receipts,  releases,  or 
acquittances  given  for  or  upon  the  payment  of  money,  were  required  to  bear  an 
ad  valorem  stanq>  duty,  the  practice  of  giving  or  requiring  receipts,  appears  to  have 
long  fsdkn  entirely  into  disuse.  A  similar  provision  has  been  introduced  into 
Hie  new  Ordinance,  with  a  slight  modification  of  the  table,  and  I  am  not 
without  hope  that  by  strictly  enforcing  this  provision,  an  advanla^eous  addition 
to  the  revenue  from  stamps  may  be  obtained.  With  regard  to  the  stamps  on 
commei^ial  proceedings  gaierally,  I  regret  to  observe,  l£at  the  depressed  state 
of  the  mercantile  comnuinity  at  the  present  time  Leads  me  to  entertain  leas 
sanguine  hopes  of  any  oonnderable  increase  from  this  sonrce  than  would 
probably  have  been  the  case  at  more  prosperous  periods. 

Witji  regard  to  the  stamps  on  judicial  and  testamentary  proceedings,  con- 
tained in  tbe  2nd  and  3rd  parts  of  the  Schedule,  few  observations  appear  to  me 
to  be  requisite.  The  changes  which  have  been  introduced  have  beat  submitted 
to,  and  received  the  concurrence  of  the  judges.  Hitherto  parties  who  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  baiefit»  of  the  highest  legal  tribunal  m  the  island*  the 
Supreme  Court,  contributed  nothing  by  means  of  stamp  duty  to  the  support  <if 
this  cosdy  institution.  But  it  would,  I  think,  be  difficult  to  assign  any  sufficient 
reason  tar  continuing  exemptions  to  suitws  in  the  siqierior  Court  which  are  not 
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permitted  to  litigants  m  the  inferior  tribunals.  Indeed  I  have  heard  no  other 
groiuidB  alleged  for  so  unequal  a  privilege  than  the  supposed  difficulty  or 
trouble  of  collecting  it  Henceforth,  therefore,  certain  proceedings  in  the 
Supreme  Court  will  be  subjected  to  the  payment  of  stamp  duty. 

With  regard  to  the  District  Courts,  the  principal  alteration  hasbeen^  that  the 
rate  of  duty  payable  on  sums  above  500?.  has  been  increased.  The  foUovring 
table  of  stamp  duties  levied  in  the  district  courts  will  shew  the  nature  of  the 
principal  alterations. 

Stamp  Dutibb  ia  the  District  Coubts. 


CBXLON. 


OldSeala. 

NewSeaU. 

£.   s.    d. 

£.    *.    d. 

Under  £2 

.004 

Under  £10      . 

.016 

M        5         . 

.008 

„      30      .        .        . 

.      0    3    0 

„     10       . 

.      0     1     6 

„       15       .         .         . 

0    4    0 

»     20       . 

.      0    2    6 

„     150       .        .         . 

.      0    6a 

,.40       . 

.      0    3    6 

„     500       . 

.090 

„   100        . 

.      0    5    0 

„  1000       .         .        . 

.      0  12    0 

„  250        . 

.      0    6     0 

„  5000      . 

.       0  15     0 

„  500        . 

.080 

£5000  and  upiraids . 

.       10    0 

£500  and  upwards 

.      0  10    0 

With  respect  to  the  Courts  of  Requests,  some  alteration  became  requisite,  in 
consequence  of  the  establfehment  of  Courts  for  cases  under  the  value  of  5/.,  since 
the  period  when  the  old  tables  of  the  stamps  for  the  District  Courts  were  framed. 
A  corresponding  modification  of  duties  was  therefore  called  for.  Another  im- 
provement has  also  been  introduced  with  a  view  to  simplification,  and  to  obviate 
the  many  mistakes  and  needless  confusion  which  arose  from  the  use  of  different 
stamps  of  many  various  rates.  A  single  rate  of  duty,  moderate  in  amount,  ha^ 
been  imposed  on  all  instruments  used  in  the  same  Court.  The  following  table 
of  duties  to  be  used  in  cases  under  2/.,  will  show  the  difference  alluded  to. 


Stamp  Duties  levied  in  Courts  of  Requests  in  eases  under  £2. 


(M  Scah. 


Summons  to  Defendant    • 

AffidarvHs 

Warrant  of  Arrest   .        •        .        . 
Recognizance  id  Bail  Bond 

Sequettratioii 

Translation 

Exhibit 

Sabpcena 

Decree 

Execution  against  Property 

Ditto      ditto      Person. 

Commitment 

PetitioB  of  re?iew  where  no  witnesses 

heard 

Petition  of  review  where  witnesses 

have  been  heard    •        .        .        . 


Under  £2. 


£     8. 

0    1 


d. 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
6 
8 
6 
6 
6 
6 
3 


0    0    9 
0     16 


New  Scale, 


Affidavit.        • 

Bail  Bond 

Commitment  • 

Copy  of  any  matter  of  recor 

Exhibit  .... 

Notice  of  Interlocutory    . 

Judgment 

Petition  of  review    . 

Subpoena 

Summons        • 

Translation 

Warrant  of  Anest  . 

^        Attachment   • 
,.        Execution 


Under  £2 
£•    e,   dm 


>  0    0    9 


Minor  improvements  have  been  introduced  into  various  parts  of  the  Schedule 
which  it  would  be  both  tedious  and  unnecessary  for  me  to  particularize.  I 
have  little  doubt  that  afi  increase  of  revenue  will  be  one,  at  least,  of  the  im- 
portant results  of  its  adoption.  And  I  would  here  beg  leave  to  observe,  that 
the  drafts  of  several  proposed  Ordinances  are  already  in  circulation,  which  will 
have  the  eflTect  of  introducing  a  system  of  licenses  for  various  purposes 
throughout  the  island,  upon  which  a  stamp  duty  will  be  payable,  and  which 
will  be  included  in  a  distinct  schedule,  to  be  appended  to  each  of  the  separate 
Ordinances.  With  these  remarks  up(»i  the  alterations  introduced  into  the  scale 
of  stamp  duties  generally,  I  proceed  to  offer  a  few  observations  upon  some  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance  itself. 

The  5th  section  contains  a  provision  by  which  when  an  ini^ument  not  "  duly 
stamped"  is  tendered  in  evidence,  the  Court  may  allow  the  hearing  of  the  case 
to  stand  over  for  a  reasonable  time,  in  order  that  the  party  tendering  it  may 
get  it  properly  stamped ;  or  if  the  Court  deem  it  expedient  the  trial  may  be 
proceeded  with,  the  Court  suspending  its  judgment  for  a  reasonable  time,  in 
order  that  the  instrument  may  be  produced  "  duly  stamped."  This>  I  am  in- 
formed, is  in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  the  Courts  of  Equity  in  England, 
and  will  be  found  highly  advantageous  in  the  colony.  Indeed  the  course  here 
prescribed  has  been  alr^y  followed  in  a  few  instances  by  the  District  Courts ; 
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CBYLON.  Yyjxj^  from  the  want  of  any  established  practice  in  this  respect,  suitors  have 
sometimes  been  compelled  to  resort  to  the  expensive  rraiedy  of  an  appeal  to  tibe 
Supreme  Court,  and  delays  and  inconveniences  have  occurred  which,  in  future, 
will  be  easily  provided  against. 

The  6th  section  provides  that  unstamped,  and  insufficiently  stamped  docu- 
ments may  be  properly  stamped  on  payment  of  a  fine  of  lOl  The  former  law 
only  provided  tiiat  instruments  insufficiently  stamped  might  be  duly  stamped 
on  payment  of  a  penalty  equal  to  twenty  times  the  amount  of  the  deficiency  in 
the  value  of  the  original  stamp.  But  it  is  obvious  that  much  hardship  most 
have  resulted  from  the  exclusion  of  the  holder  of  an  unstamped  docum^ 
from  ail  redress,  and  the  penalty  for  holding  an  insufficiently  stamped  document 
was  in  some  cases  exceedingly  onerous:  so  much  so,  that  a  case  has  recently 
occurred  in  which  the  sum  payable  as  a  penalty,  in  order  to  rectify  the 
error  in  the  stamp  of  an  instrument  which,  through  mistake,  had  be«Di  in* 
sufficiently  stamped,  amounted  to  not  less  than  195/.  A  fine  of  lOL,  whidi 
is  half  the  amount  levied  as  penalty  in  England  in  a  similar  case,  has  been 
judged  sufficient  in  this  colony,  to  afford  adequate  protection. 

A  further  provision  is  made  by  the  8th  Section  in  accordance  with  the 
English  law,  by  which  (with  certain  exemptions)  instruments  which  by  acci- 
dent, or  by  unavoidable  circumstances,  and  without  any  fraudulent  intention, 
have  been  written  on  unstamped,  or  insufficiently  stamped  paper,  may  be 
*'  duly  stamped"  within  12  months  without  any  penalty.  A  provision  of  a  like 
nature  has  been  made  vnth  regard  to  bills  of  exchange  and  promissory  notes 
(not  having  been  negotiated)  which  may  be  brought  to  be  stamped  within  eight 
days  after  the  date  thereof.  The  circumstances  of  this  colony  are  so  different 
from  those  of  the  mother  country,  that  it  appeared  to  the  Council  that  a  clause 
of  this  nature  would  be  very  much  required  in  the  local  Ordinance,  although  it 
is  not  contained  in  the  English  Stamp  Acts. 

By  the  13th  and  14th  clauses,  provision  has  been  made  with  respect  to 
spoiled  stamps,  in  conformity  with  the  English  law  upon  the  subject,  the  want 
of  which  in  the  former  Ordinance  was  much  complained  of. 

The  15th  Section  is  one  of  much  importance,  as  tending  to  provide  a  further 
protection  to  the  revenue  derived  from  stamps  against  many  of  the  frauds  wbich 
have  hitherto  been  extensively  practised.  By  the  law  of  the  colony,  all  con- 
veyances, mortgages,  and  other  deeds  affecting  landed  property,  must  be 
executed  before  a  notary ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  practice,  most  other  deeds  are 
executed  by  the  same  oflScer,  who  is  bound  at  the  end  of  every  month  to  file  in 
the  Court  of  the  district  in  which  he  practises,  a  duplicate  of  all  deeds  executed 
before  him.  By  the  clause  now  under  consideration,  a  penalty  of  lOOl.  is 
imposed  upon  him  for  wilfully  writing  or  attesting  any  instrument  not  duly 
stamped.  A  penalty  of  20/.  is  likewise  imposed  upon  any  person  wilfully 
executing,  or  being  an  attesting  witness  to  any  notarial  deed  not  duly  stamped. 
In  the  Schedule  to  the  Ordinance,  provision  is  made  for  levying  a  different  rate 
of  stamp  duty  upon  the  original  and  upon  the  duplicate  of  all  notarial  instru- 
ments ;  the  principal  stamp  duty  being  levied  upon  the  duplicate,  which  the 
notary  is  compelled  to  file  in  the  Court.  By  this  means  an  opportunity  will  be 
afforded  of  periodically  examining  the  duplicate  deeds  (which  were  formerly 
written  only  on  blank  paper)  in  order  to  ascertain,  if  necessary,  whether  the 
proper  stamp  duty  has  been  paid.  A  stamp  duty  of  only  small  amount  is 
imposed  upon  the  original  instrument,  the  object  being  chiefly  to  secure  the 
execution  of  important  documents  upon  paper  of  durable  quality ;  whereas 
when  stamped  paper  was  not  required  to  be  used,  none  but  the  most  common 
and  perishable  kind  was  employed. 

Another  important  provision  is  contained  in  the  15th  clause,  which  was 
unanimously  approved  of  by  the  Council,  to  the  effect  that  where  any  reasonable 
doubt  or  difficulty  exists  as  to  the  proper  stamp  duty  chargeable  upon  any 
instrument,  the  judgment  of  the  Court  may  be  summarily  obtained  upon  the 
point  by  the  parties  interested  before  the  execution  of  the  instrument  itself  I 
trust  that  this  enactment  will  meet  with  your  Lordship's  approval,  because 
there  are  many  reasons  which  render  a  protection  of  this  kind  very  desirable  at 
remote  stations. 

From  the  17th  to  the  21st  clauses,  provisions  have  been  introduced  for 
enforcing  the  stamp  duty  on  receipts  or  acquittances,  similar  to  those  contained 
in  the  English  Stamp  Acts.  I  have  already  remarked  upon  the  habitual  evasicm 
of  this  duty  which  prevailed  throughout  the  colony,  but  I  have  every  expecta- 
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tion  that  the  present  enactmaits  will  be  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  derive  an 
adequate  revenue  from  this  source  for  the  future. 

From  the  22nd  to  the  25th  clauses,  provision  is  made  for  levying  a  stamp 
duty  upon  probates,  in  accordance  with  the  English  law.  But  it  is  neces- 
sary for  me  here  to  request  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  fact,  that  in  this 
colony  the  distinction  between  real  and  personal  estate  is  unknown  in  law;  the 
whole  of  the  deceased's  property,  moveable  and  immoveable,  is  administered 
by  the  executor  or  administrator  under  the  authority  of  the  Court.  Provision 
has  been  made  that  the  amount  of  debts  due  by  the  deceased  upon  mortgage,  or 
other  notarial  bonds,  should  be  deducted  from  the  amount  of  the  estate  charge- 
able with  probate  duty.  But  it  was  not  thought  advisable  to  extend  the 
exemption  further,  because  it  could  scarcely  be  doubted  that  in  this  colony 
fictitious  debts  would  otherwise  be  frequently  brought  forward  in  order  to 
avoid  altogether,  or  to  reduce  considerably  the  duty  payable  on  the  probate. 

The  remaining  provisions  of  the  Ordinance,  relate  principally  to  the  licensing 
of  persons  to  vend  and  deal  in  stamps,  with  a  view  both  to  afford  increased  faci- 
lities to  the  public  for  procuring  stamps  and  to  prevent  frauds,  as  well  as  to 
regulate  generally  the  sale  of  stamps  throughout  the  colony.  It  will  be 
unnecessary  for  me  to  dwell  upon  the  minor  alterations  and  improvements 
which,  it  is  hoped,  may  be  effected  by  the  operation  of  this  Ordinance.  I  can- 
not doubt  that  many  advantages  will  result  to  the  public  from  its  adoption,  and 
I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  revenue  will  be  increased  without  in 
any  way  adding  to  the  real  burdens  of  the  people.  I  believe,  that  the  measure 
as  a  whole,  is  well  calculated  to  secure  the  objects  for  which  it  has  been 
enacted,  and  I  confidently  trust  that  it  will  receive  your  Lordship's  entire  ap- 
proval and  the  confirmation  of  Her  Majesty. 

I  have,  &c.. 


CETLON^ 


The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey, 
&c.        &c.         &c. 


(Signed) 


TORRINGTON. 


P.S.  I  enclose  for  your  Lordship's  information,  a  copy  of  the  Report  of  the 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council  upon  the  Ordinance,  *'  To  Repeal 
the  Existing  Stamp  Duties  and  to  Impose  certain  other  Duties  in  lieu  thereof." 


Appendix  A, 

Return  showing  the  Amount  of  Revenue  derived  from  Stamps  in  each  of  the  last  four 

Years. 

III  1844      . 
In  1845       . 
In  1846     . 
In  1847      . 

Total  . 

Amount 

of  Judicial 

Stampn. 

Amount 
of  Blank 
Stamps. 

ToUl 
Amount. 

£.      #.    d, 
13,642  13    4 
11,418  18  lOi 
10,280    0    9* 
10,840  15  11 

£.      f.    d. 
5,599   12      U 
10,923  17     4} 
12,086     8     1 
13,838     8  10* 

£.      «.    </. 

19,242     5     5* 

22,342  16    3f 

22,366     8  lOi 

♦21,679    4    9* 

£46,182     8  11 

42,448    6     5* 

88,630  15     4* 

•  Exdus 
accuunts  ha 

vtt  of  the  amount  receive 
ve  yet  been  received. 

id  ia  the  Southern  aud  North-Western  Provin 

(Signed)                 P.  E. ' 

ceg  in  November,  1847, 
iVoDEHOUSE, 

Acting  Auditor-G 

of  which  uo 

eneral. 

Enclosure  1  in  No.  9.  End.  l  in  No.  9. 

Ordinance  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative 

Council. 

TORRINOTON.  No.  2. 

To  repeal  the  existing  Stamp  Duties,  and  to  impose  certain  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

Where  AS  it  is  expedient  to  make  a  permanent  addition  to  the  public  revenue  by  means  Preamble, 
of  stamp  duties ;  and  it  is  also  expedient  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  laws  relating  to  stamps. 

1.  It  is  therefore  hereby  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Repeal  of  former 
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Duties  specified  in 
Schedule  to  be 
levied. 


Stamps  rendered 
useless  by  this 
Ordinance  may  be 
exchanged. 


All  instruments  not 
duly  stamped  inad- 
missible in  evidence. 

In  certain  cases 
Court  may  post- 
pone trial  to  allow 
suitors  to  g^t  in- 
struments stamped. 


Instruments  un- 
stamped, or  on  in- 
sufficient stamps, 
may  be  stamped  on 
pa3rment  of  a 
penalty. 


Instruments  may 
be  sent  to  the  Go- 
vernment Agent  to 
be  stamped. 


the  Legislative  Council  thereof,  tha^  the  Ordinance  No.  6,  of  the  year  1836,  entitled  <^  for  i«« 
vising  the  Stamp  Duties,  and  making  provtMoa  for  the  general  use  of  Stamps  throughout  tha 
Colony;"  and  the  Ordinance  No.  7,  of  the  year  1841,  entitled  "for  makii^^  provision  for  the 
use  of  Stamps  in  certain  judicial  proceedings  '^  and  the  17th  Section  of  the  Ordinance  No.  10, 
of  the  year  1843,  entitled  "  an  Onlinance  for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  inferior  civil  juris- 
diction, to  be  called  Courts  of  Requests  f  and  so  much  of  the  18ih  clause  of  the  Ordinance 
No.  7,  of  the  year  1840,  entitled  **to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  prevention  of  Frauds  and 
Perjuries,**  as  relates  to  the  stamfp  duty  on  duplicates  or  attested  copies  of  deeds  or  instrt^ 
ments,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed,  except  in  so  far  as  any  previous  regulations 
are  thereby  repealed;  and  except  as  to  any  offences  conmiitted,  or  any  fine  or  penalty  incurred, 
or  any  right  accrued,  previously  to  the  time  when  this  Ordinance  shall  come  into  operatioe, 
unless  where  in  any  case  other  provision  is  hereafter  made ;  and  except  in  so  far  as  any  of  the 
said  above-recited  Ordinances  hereby  repealed,  shall  relate  to  or  affect  the  validity  of  any  in* 
strument  thereby  required  to  bear  a  stamp. 

2.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  eommencement  of  this  Ordinance  the 
several  instruments  mentioned  and  described  in  the  Schedule  hereunto  annexed,  (except  those 
standing  under  the  head  of  exemptions,)  shall  be  written  or  printed  on  paper  or  other  material 
stamped  in  such  manner  as  to  express  or  denote  the  duties  or  sums  of  money  charged  thereoa 
under  this  Ordinance,  and  which  duties  are  set  down  in  figures  against  the  same  respectively, 
or  otherwise  specified  and  set  forth  in  the  said  Schedule,  and  that  the  ssud  Schedule,  and  aS 
the  provisions,  regulations,  and  directions  therein  contained,  with  respect  to  the  said  stamp 
duties,  and  the  instruments  charged  therewith,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  part  of  this 
Ordinance,  and  shall  be  read  and  construed  as  if  the  same  had  been  inserted  hereia  at  this 
place,  aud  shall  be  applied,  observed,  and  put  in  execution  accordingly. 

3.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  all  persons  having  in  their  possession 
any  stamped  paper,  or  other  material  not  made  use  of,  and  which  by  the  operation  of  this 
Ordinance  shaJl  have  been  rendered  unfit  for  the  instruments  for  which  the  same  was  originally 
designed,  to  send  the  same  to  the  Stamp  Office  in  Colombo,  at  any  time  within  twehe  calendar 
months  from  the  time  when  this  Ordinance  shall  come  into  operation  ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  fiv 
the  Colonial  Secretary  to  cause  the  same  to  be  cancelled,  and  to  deliver  out  in  lieu  thereof  ether 
stamps  of  the  same  kmd  and  description,  as  near  as  may  be,  and  of  equal  value  on  the  whole 
with  the  stamps  so  returned:  or  otherwise  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  Colonial  Secretary,  to 
cause  any  additional  stamp  or  stamps  to  be  impressed  on  any  such  paper  or  other  material  to 
make  up  the  full  amount  of  the  duty  hereby  charged  on  the  instruments  for  which  the  same 
was  desifi^ned,  on  payment  to  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps  of  the  duty  or  duties  denoted  by 
such  additional  stamp  or  stamps. 

4.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  no  instrument  whatsoever  liable  to  be  stamped  as  directed 
by  this  Ordinance  shall  be  pleaded  or  given  in  evidence  in  any  Court,  or  admitted  in  any  Court 
to  be  good,  useful,  or  available  in  law  or  equity,  unless  the  same  be  duly  stamped. 

5.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  whenever  in  any  suit  or  action  depending  in  any  of  the 
courts  in  this  island  any  instrument  whatever  shall  be  tendered,  but  which  cannot  be  received 
in  evidence  by  reason  that  such  instrument  is  not  duly  stamped,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Court 
in  which  such  suit  or  action  shall  be  depending,  if  the  instrument  may  lawfully  be  stamped 
under  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance  on  payment  of  the  proper  stamp  duty  and  penalty, 
and  if  such  Court  shall  in  its  discretion  see  fit  so  to  do,  to  allow  the  hearing  or  the  further 
hearing  of  the  said  suit  or  action  to  stand  over  for  a  reasonable  time,  in  order  to  enable  the 
party  tendering  such  instrument  in  evidence  to  have  the  same  duly  stamped,  or  otherwise  to 
allow  the  trial  of  the  said  suit  or  action  to  proceed,  and  to  suspend  the  judgment  of  the  said 
Court  thereon  for  such  time  as  to  the  said  Court  shall  appear  reasonable,  in  order  to  enable 
the  said  party  to  produce  such  instrument  to  the  Court  duly  stamped. 

6.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  where  any  paper  or  other  material  on  which  any  matter 
or  thing  (except  bills  of  exchange,  promissory  notes,  or  other  notes,  drafts  or  orders,  and  except 
in  those  cases  in  which  other  provision  is  hereinafter  specially  made),  shall  have  been  written 
or  printed,  shall  be  brought  or  sent  to  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps  to  be  stamped  after  the 
same  shall  have  been  executed,  the  same  not  having  been  stamped  with  stny  stamp,  or  having 
been  stamped  with  a  stamp  of  less  value  than  is  by  law  required,  and  the  person  producing  the 
same  is  desirous  of  having  the  same  duly  stamped,  then  and  in  every  such  case  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  Commissioner  of  Stamps  on  payment  of  the  duty  by  law  payable  for  such 
paper  or  other  material  in  respect  of  the  instrument  matter  or  thing  written  or  printed  thereon, 
and  a  penalty  of  ten  pounds  only  for  every  sheet  or  piece  of  paper  or  other  material,  and  not- 
withstanding the  penalties  thereupon  under  any  former  Ordinance  may  have  accumulated  to  a 
lare^er  sum  than  the  said  sum  of  ten  pounds,  to  cause  the  said  instrument  to  be  sent  to  the 
Colonial  Secretary  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  duly  stamped :  and  every  instrument  so 
stamped  as  aforesaid  shall  have  and  be  deemed  of  the  like  force  and  validity  in  the  law  as  if  the 
paper  or  other  material  so  stamped  had  been  duly  stamped  before  such  instrument  matter  or 
thing  had  been  written  or  printed  thereon,  any  former  law  or  Ordinance  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

7.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  where  in  any  case  it  shall  be  inconvenient  to  any  person  to 
take  or  send  any  instrument  to  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps  to  be  stamped  under  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  Ordinance,  or  to  remit  to  such  Commissioner  the  amount  of  the  stamp  duty, 
and  of  any  penalty  to  which  he  may  be  liable^  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  such  person  to  bring 
or  send  the  said  instrument  to  the  nearest  Government  Agent,  or  Assistant  Government  Agent, 
and  to  pay  to  liim  the  amount  of  such  duty  and  penalty.^  And  the  said  Government  Agent,  or 
Assistant  Government  Agent,  shall  thereupon  transmit  such  instrument,  together  with  a  cer- 
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tifieate  under  fab  hand  of  the  payment  of  such  sun  or  turns  of  money  to  the  Commkeioner  of        CBt^M. 
Stempe,  who  diall  thereupon  send  the  said  instrument  to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  in  order  that 
•the  same  may  be  stamped  with  the  proper  stamp,  and  the  name  shall  thereafter  be  returned 
by  such  Commissioner  to  the  said  Govoiiment  Agent,  or  Assistant  Government  Agent,  to  be 
iklivered  to  the  party  from  whom  the  same  was  received. 

8.  Provided  always  and  it  is  (urther  enacted,  that  in  ai^  case  where  it  tball  be  fully  and  Where  instruments 
eleariy  made  to  appear  to  Ae  Commissioner  of  Stamps  upon  affidavit  or  affirmation  or  other-  (except  biUs,  notes, 
wise  to  his  satisfaction,  that  any  instrument  whatsover  (except  biUs  of  ewhenge,  promissory  b^^^J^^^tten  on  ^^ 
ttotes,  or  other  notes,  drafts  or  orders,  and  except  receipts,  discharges  and  acquittances),  re-  improper  sumps 
quired  by  this  or  any  former  Ordinance  to  be  written  or  printed  on  stamped  paper  or  other  without  fraudulent 
yoMiterial,  bath  been  written  or  printed  on  unstamped  paper  or  other  material*  or  oa  paper  or  intent,  the  i>enalty 
other  material  not  duly  stamped  with  a  stamp  of  the  value  by  law  required,  either  by  accident  ^^^  ^  remitted. 
or  inadvertency,  or  from  urgent  necessity,  or  unavoidable  circumstances,  and  without  any  inten- 
tion in  any  party  or  parties  thereto  to  evade  the  stamp  duties  imposed  by  law,  or  to  defraud 

Her  Majesty  tb^of,  and  such  instrument  shall  be  brought  or  sent  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Stamps  to  be  stamped  within  twelve  calendar  nu>nths  after  the  making  or  execution  thereof,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  such  Commissioner  of  Stamps,  witli  the  previous  sanction  and  under  the 
authority  of  the  Governor,  to  remit  the  penalty  payable  on  stamping  such  instrument,  or  any 
part  thereof  as  shall  be  deemed  expedient.     Provided  further,  that  in  any  case  where  it  ^all  Bills,  and  notes 
be  made  to  appear  to  the  said  Commissioner  of  Stamps  in  manner  aforesaid,  that  any  bill  of  w^tten  on  un- 
exchange,  draft,  or  order,  or  any  promissory  note,  hath  been  written  or  printed  on  unstamped  J^j^ho^t  fraudulent 
paper  or  other  material,  or  on  pa|ier  or  other  material  not  duly  stamped  with  the  stamp  of  the  attempt,  may 
value  by  law  required,  from  urgent  necessity  or  unavoidable  circumstances,  and  without  any  be  stamped  be- 
intentiou  in  the  drawer  or  maker  thereof  to  evade  the  stamp  duties  imposed  by  law,  or  to  fore  acceptance 
defraud  Her  Majesty  thereof;  and  such  bill,  draft,  order  or  note,  shall  not  have  been  accepted,  ^^e,  Ja^e.  ^ 
or  indorsed,  or  paid,  and  shall  be  brought  or  sent  to  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps  to  be  stamped 
within  eight  days  from  the  date  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  Commissioner  of  Stamps  oh 
payment  of  the  duty  by  law  payaUe  for  such  paper  or  other  material  in  respect  of  the  instru- 
ment written  or  printed  thereon,  to  cause  the  said  bill,  draft,  order,  or  note  to  be  sent  to  the 
Colonial  Secretary  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  duly  stamped ;  and  every  such  instrument 
so  stamped  as  aforesaid  shall  have  and  be  deemed  of  the  like  force  and  validity  in  the  law  as 
if  the  paper  or  other  material  so  stamped  had  been  duly  stamped  before  such  bill,  draft,  order, 
or  note,  had  been  written  or  printed  thereon,  anything  in  this  Ordinance  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

9.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  commencement  of  this  Ordinance  all  InstrumenU  having; 
instruments  tar  or  upon  which  any  stamp  or  stamps  shall  have  been  used  of  an  improper  rate  J|^t^°fguffi"ent 

of  duty,  but  of  equal  or  greater  value  in  the  whole  with  or  than  the  stamp  or  stamps  which  ^^^^  ^  y^^  ^^lid. 
ought  regularly  to  have  been  used  thereon,  shall  nevertheless  be  deemed  valid  and  effectual  in 
the  law. 

10.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  all  writings,  matters,  and  things  in  respect  whereof  any  All  writing  to  be 
stamp  duty  shall  be  payable  and  which  shall  be  written  or  printed  alter  the  commencement  of  ®l*^®f  ^"  ^'  ^^^^ 
this  Ordinance,  shall  be  written  or  printed  in  such  manner  that  some  part  thereof  shall  be  either      ^  ^  ^^^' 
upon  or  as  near  as  conveniently  may  be  to  the  stamps  which  shall,  in  pursuance  of  this  Ordi- 
nance, be  placed  on  the  paper  or  other  material  whereupon  the  same  shall  be  written  or  printed ; 

upon  pain  that  the  person  who  shall  write  or  print,  or  cause  to  be  written  or  printed,  any  such 
writing,  matter,  or  thing,  contrary  to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning  hereof,  shall  for  every  such 
offence  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  OKceedkig  five  pounds. 

11.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  attach  or  annex  to  any  instru-  Stamps  not  to  be 
ment  whatever,  liable  to  be  stamped  as  directed  by  this  or  any  former  Ordinance,  any  stamped  ^JJfjgf   *^  io«tru- 

Eaper  or  other  material,  so  as  to  make  up  either  wholly  or  in  part,  the  amount  of  duty  required 
y  law  thereon ;  nor  shall  such  amount  of  duty  be  by  such  means  deemed  or  held  to  be  made 
up ;  but  every  paper  or  other  material  forming  or  intended  to  form  part  of  any  instrument 
liable  to  be  stamped  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  written  or  printed  thereupon  the  whole  or  some 
part  or  portion  of  such  instrument. 

12.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  any  pwson  shall  fraudulently  use,  join,  fix,  or  place.  Punishment  on 
for,  with,  or  upon  any  paper  or  other  material  any  stamp  which  shall  have  been  cut,  torn,  or  ftaudulently  affix- 
removed,  from  any  other  paper  or  other  material :  or  if  any  person  shall  fraudulently  erase,  cut,  erasing  names, 
scrape,  discharge,  or  get  out,  of  or  from  any  stamped  paper  or  other  material,  any  name,  sum,  dates,  &c. 
date,  or  other  matter  or  thing,  therein  written,  printed,  or  expressed,  with  intent  to  use  any  stamp 

then  impressed  or  being  upon  such  paper  or  other  material,  or  that  the  same  may  be  used  for 
any  instrument  whatever,  in  respect  whereof,  any  stamp  duty  is  or  shall,  or  may  be,  or  become 
payable,  then  and  in  every  such  case  every  person  so  offending,  and  every  person  knowingly 
and  wilfully  aiding,  abetting,  or  assisting  any  person  in  comnaitting  any  such  offence,  and  being 
thereof  lawfully  convicted,  shall  be  liable  to  transportation  for  any  term  not  less  than  seven 
years,  or  to  be  imprisoned  with  or  without  hard  labour  for  any  period  not  exceeding  five 
years. 

13.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  all  persons  who  shall  have  in  their  possession  any  stamped  Spoiled  stamps 
paper  or  other  material  written  upon,  and  inadvertently  and  undesignedly  spoiled,  obliterated,  allowance  for,  &c. 
or  by  any  means  rendered  unfit  for  the  purpose  intended  before  the  same  is  executed,  and  which 

shall  not  have  been  used  for  any  other  purpose,  or  which  shall  have  been  used  for  any  instru- 
ment not  fully  written,  or  not  signed  by  any  party,  or  any  stamped  bills  of  exchange  or  promis- 
sory notes,  which  have  been  signed  on  behalf  of  the  drawers,  but  which  have  not  been  delivered 
out  of  their  hands  to  the  payees  therein  named  or  any  person  on  their  behalf,  or  have  been  depo- 
sited with  any  person  as  a  security,  or  have  been  any  way  negotiated,  and  which  bills  of 
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Commissioner  au- 
thorised to  refund 
in  money  the 
amount  of  stamps 
spoiled  or  rendered 
useless. 


Penalty  on  notary 
making  instrument 
not  duly  stamped. 


In  doubtful  cases, 
parties  may  apply 
summarily  to  the 
Court. 


Penalty  for 
making  Bills  of 
Exchange,  &c., 
not  duly  sumped. 


Penalty  for  writing 
receipts  not  duly 
stamped. 


exchange  have  not  been  accepted  or  tendered  for  accepitanee;  may  triUim  two  calendar  montlis 
after  the  date  of  such  instrument^  or  after  the  writing  or  signing  of  the  ^ame,  if  it  bears  no  dale, 
bring  or  send  such  stamped  paper  or  other  material^  bill  of  exchange,  or  prcnnissory  note  iofto 
the  Stamp  Office  in  Colombo,  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps^  upon 
inspection  of  the  document,  that  the  stamp  whereon  the  same  has  been  either  wholly  or  pa^ 
tially  written,  has  been  spoiled  or  rendered  useless  before  the  same  was  executed  or  sign^,  or 
before  any  such  bill  of  exchange  or  promissory  note  was  made  use  of  in  any  such  manner  as 
aforesaid)  and  if  all  such  grounds  of  relief  as  are  herein  before  mentioned  are  likewise  fiiliy 
proved  by  affidavit  or  affirmation  to  the  satbfaction  of  sudi  Commissioner  of  Stamps,  then  aad 
in  any  such  case  it  shall  be  lawfid  for  the  said  Commissioner  of  Stamps  to  receive  back  such 
spoiled  stamps,  and  to  cancel  the  same,  and  to  give  other  stiunps  of  the  like  amount  and  dci- 
cription  in  lieu  thereof. 

14.  Audit  is  further  enacted,  that  in  any  case  in.  which  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps  isxir 
shall  be  by  this  Ordinance  authorised  and  directed  to  cancel  stamps  spoiled,  or  rendered  me- 
less  or  unfit  for  the  purpose  intended,  and  to  make  allowance  for  the  same  by  giving  other 
stamps  in  lieu  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Commissioner,  with  the  previous  sanction 
and  under  the  authority  of  the  Governor,  instead  of  giving  stamps,  to  refund  and  repay  to  the 
party  entitled  to  such  allowance,  the  amount  thereof  in  money,  deducting  therefrom  such  p«r 
centage  as  is  allowed  by  this  Ordinance  on  the  purchase  of  stamps  of  the  same  description  as 
those  in  respect  of  which  such  allowance  shall  be  made;  and  it  shall  also  be  lawful  for  the  said 
Commissioner,  with  the  like  sanction  and  authority  to  refund  and  repay  to  any  person  possessing 
any  stamp  or  stamps  which  shall  not  have  been  spoiled^  or  rendered  useless  or  unfit  for  the 
purpose  intended,  but  for  which  he  shall  have  no  iminediate  use  or  occasion,  the  amount  or 
value  of  such  stamp  or  stamps  in  money,  deducting  therefrom  such  per  centage  as  aforesaid upon 
his  delivering  up  such  stamp  or  stamps  to  the  said  Commissioner  to  be  cancelled,  and  proving 
to  his  satisfaction  that  the  same  was  or  were  purchased  by  him,  ivith  a  bona  Jide  intent  to  use 
the  same,  and  that  he  has  paid  the  full  amount  or  value  described  by  such  stamp  or  stamps, 
without  any  deduction,  save  and  except  only  the  amount  of  such  per  centage  as  aforesaid,  and 
further,  that  such  stamp  or  stamps  was  or  were  so  purchased  within  the  period  of  three  calen* 
dar  months  next  preceding,  and  if  the  same  was  or  were  so  purchased  after  the  passing  of  this 
Ordinance,  then  that  the  same  was  or  were  so  purchased  by  such  person  at  the  office  for 
Stamps  in  Colombo  or  from  some  government  officer  specially  authorised  for  that  purpose,  ^ 
from  some  person  licensed  under  the  authority  of  this  Ordinance  to  vend  or  deal  in  stamps, 

15.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  any  notary  public  in  this  island,  shall  l^nowingly  aod 
wilfully  write  or  attest,  or  permit  anyperson  to  execute,  sign,  or  acknowledge  before  hijn  as 
such  notary,  any  instrument  whatever  which  is  required  to  be  written  on  a  stamp  on  any  paper 
or  other  material  not  duly  stamped  for  denoting  the  duty  hereby  cliarged  thereon,  every  such 
notary  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence,  and  liable  on  conviction  thereof,  to  a  fine  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  and  in  default  of  payment  of  such  fine  to  imprisonment  with  or  without  hard  labour 
for  any  period  not  exceeding  one  year:  and  Uiat  if  any  person  shall  knowingly  and  wilfully 
execute  or  sign,  or  be  an  attesting  witness  to,  any  such  notarial  instrument,  every  such  person 
shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds.  And  the  sum  which  shall  be  wanting  to  make  up  the 
proper  amount  of  stamp  duty  hereby  chargeable  on  any  such  instrument  shall  be 
recoverable  to  the  use  of  Her  Majesty,  from  such  notary  and  from  the  party  executing  suoh 
instrument,  or  from  either  of  them.  !riovided  always,  that  if  in  any  case  any  difference  shall 
arise  between  any  such  notary  and  his  employer  as  to  the  proper  stamp  duty  chargeable  on  any 
instrument  whatever  to  be  executed,  signed,  or  acknowledged,  before  such  notary,  it  shall  ^ 
lawful  for  the  said  parties,  prior  to  the  execution,  signing,  or  acknowledging  of  such  instrmaent, 
to  submit  to  the  District  court  of  the  district  within  which  such  notary  is  licensed  to  practise, 
a  petition  in  writing  signed  by  them,  and  setting  forth  truly  and  distinctly  the  nature  and 
grounds  of  such  difference,  and  having  endorsed  thereon  the  certificate  of  some  practisidg 
advocate  or  proctor,  tiiat,  in  his  opinion  the  question  at  issue  between  the  said  parties  is  one  on 
which  doubts  may  be  reasonably  entertained,  and,  thereupon,  and  upon  the  hearing  of  the  peti- 
tioners, or  their  counsel,  thereon,  the  said  Court  shall  summarily  determine  the  matter  of  such 
difference;  and  the  said  petition  and  the  judgment  thereon  shall  be  filed  of  record 
in  the  $aid  Court.  And  if  the  facts  have  been  truly  set  forth  in  the  said  petition,  the  validitv 
of  the  instrument  which  shall  be  thereafter  executed,  signed,  or  acknowledged  before  su<m 
notary,  in  conformity  with  the  decision  ultimately  pronounced  on  such  petition,  on  a  stamp  of 
the  amount  named  in  such  decision  as  the  proper  stamp  duty  chargeable  thereon,  shall  not 
afterwards  be  questioned,  nor  shall  any  such  instrument  be  rejected  as  evidence  in  any  Court, 
on  the  ground  that  the  stamp  on  which  the  same  has  been  written  is  insufficient. 

16.  Aud  it  b  further  enacted,  that  if  any  person  shall  make,  sign,  or  issue,  or  cause  to  be 
made,  signed,  or  issued,  or  shall  accept,  endorse,  or  pay,  or  cause  or  permit  to  be  accepted, 
endorsed,  or  paid,  or  shall  receive  in  payment  or  liquidation  of  any  deot  or  demand,  or  shall 
deposit  with  any  person  as  a  security  any  bill  of  exchange,  draft,  or  order,  or  promissory  note 
for  the  payment  of  money,  liable  to  any  of  the  duties  imposed  by  thb  Ordinance,  without  the 
same  being  duly  stamped,  for  denoting  the  duty  hereby  charged  thereon,  he  shall  for  every 
such  bill,  draft,  order,  or  note,  forfeit  any  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds.  Provided,  how- 
ever, that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  apply  to  the  drawer  or  maker  of  any 
bill  of  exchange,  draft,  or  order,  or  any  promissory  note,  who  shall  make,  sign,  or  issue,  Qr 
cause  to  be  made,  signed,  or  issued,  any  bill,  draft,  order,  or  note,  which  by  the  8th  section  of 
this  Ordinance  is  allowed  to  be  and  shall  have  been  duly  stamped  after  the  same  was  written. 

17.  And  it  is  fiirther  enacted,  that  every  person  who  shall  write  or  sign,  or  cause  to  be 
written  or  signed,  any  receipt,  discharge,  or  acquittance,  given  for  or  upon  the  payment  of 
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money  liable  fo  any  stamp  duty  charged  by  this  Ordinance  upon  any  piece  of  paper  or  other         CKYXON. 

material,  without  the  same  being  first  duly  stamped  with  a  stamp  as  herein  is  directed^  or 

upon  which  there  shall  be  a  stamp  of  lower  denomination  or  value  than  is  by  this  Ordinance 

charged  in  respect  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  any  sum  not  exceeding  five  pounds,  in  case 

the  sum  paid,  contained,  or  expressed  in  such  receipt,  discharge,  or  acquittance,  shall  not 

amount  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  and  any  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds,  in  case 

such  sum  shall  amount  to  one  hundred  pounds  or  upwards. 

18.  Atid  it  is  fiirther  enacted,  that  every  person  who  shall  give  any  receipt,  discharge,  or  Penalty  for  giving 
acquittance^  or  any  note,  memorandum,  or  writing,  acknowledging  the  payment  of  money,  in  receipt  for  les« 
which  a  less  sum  sliall  be  expressed  than  the  sum  actually  paid  or  received,  or  who  shall  amount. t^*"  the 
separate  or  divide  the  sum  demanded,  or  actually  paid  or  received,  into  divers  sums,  '^"*  P*^  ' 

with  intent  to  evade  the  said  stamp  duties,  or  any  of  them,  or  shall,  with  the  like  intent,  write 
€ff  any  part  of  any  debt,  claim,  or  demand,  with  intent  or  design  to  defraud  Her  Majesty  of 
any  of  the  said  duties  by  this  Ordinance  imposed,  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  twenty  pounds. 

19.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  before  any  receipt,  acquittance,  or  discharge  shall  be  Paper  to  be 
printed  or  written  upon  any  paper  or  other  material  liable  to  any  stamp  duty  by  this  Ordi-  stamped  t/etbre 
nance,  the  same  shall  be  brought  to  the  Stamp  Office,  and  the  said  Colonial  Secretary,  by  receipts  are  granted 

'faioEiself  or  by  his  officers  employed  under  him,  shall  and  may  from  time  to  time  stamp  any 
Quantities  or  parcels  of  paper  or  other  material  before  any  receipt,  acquittance,  or  discharge 
snail  be  printed  or  written  thereupon,  upon  payment  to  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps  of  the 
several  duties  payable,  by  virtue  of  this  Ordinance,  for  tlie  same. 

20.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  any  receipt,  discharge,  or  acquittance,  given  upon  the  Receipts  may  be 
payment  of  money,  and  written  on  paper  or  otlier  material  not  stamped  as  by  this  Ordinance  stamped  utier  the 
is  directed,  shall  be  brought  to  the  said  Commissioner  of  Stamps,  or  to  some  Government  same  were  uninied 
Agent  or  Assistant  Government  Agent,  to  be  stamped,  within  the  space  of  fourteen  days  after  '"  ce""^*'"  ^'*****- 
such  receipt,  discharge,  or  acquittance  shall  be  given,  or  shall  bear  date,  the  same  shall  and 

may  be  permitted  to  be  stamped  on  payment  of  the  sum  of  five  pounds  over  and  above  the 
duty  payable  for  the  same  by  virtue  of  this  Ordinance;  and  if  any  such  receipt,  discharge,  or 
acquittance  shall  be  brought  to  be  stamped  as  aforesaid,  after  the  expiration  of  such  fourteen 
days  and  within  one  calendar  month  after  such  reqpipt,  discharge,  or  acquittance  shall  be  given 
or  shall  'bear  date,  the  same  shall  and  may  be  permitted  to  be  stamped  on  payment  of  the 
sum  of  ten  pounds  over  and  above  the  duty  payable  for  the  same  by  virtue  of  this  Ordinance : 
axid  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps  is  hereby  enjoined  and  required  upon  such  receipt,  discharge, 

*«r  acquittance  being  brought  or  sent  to  him  within  the  respective  times  hereinbefore  limited, 
and  upon  payment  to  him  of  the  duty  imposed  thereon  by  this  Ordinance,  and  the  respective 
siuns  aforesaid,  or  upon  the  same  being  transmitted  to  him,  with  a  certificate  under  the  hand 
of  some  Government  Agent  or  Assistant  Government  Agent  that  the  said  stamp  duty  and  the 

Yespeetive  sums  aforesaid  have  been  duly  paid  to  such  Government  Agent  or  Assistant 
Government  Agent,  but  not  otherwise,  to  send  such  receipt,  discharge,  or  acquittance  to  the 
CJolonial  Secretary,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  stamped  with  the  proper  stamp  by  this 
Ordinance  required  for  the  same. 

21.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  any  agent  of  any  stamped  ^mper  for 
"perscm  from  whom  any  sum  of  money  shall  be  due  or  payable,  or  claimed  to  be  due  or  receipt  may  he  &up- 
payable,  and  who  shall  have  paid  such  sum  of  money,  to  provide  a  piece  of  jmper  or  other  phed  by  debior. 
.'material  duly  stamped  with  the  proper  duty,  and  according  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  so 

•stamped  as  aforesaid,  or  some  higher  rate  of  auty  in  this  Ordinance  contained,  and  to  demand 
and  require  of  the  person  entitled  to  such  sum  of  money,  or  any  agent  to  whom  the  same  shall 
-Jui^e  been  paid,  a  receipt,  discharge,  and  acquittance  for  such  sum  of  money,  and  also  the 
amount  of  the  duty  thereon  as  aforesaid  ^  and  if  any  person  to  whom  any  sum  of  money  shall 
Jiave  been  paid,  as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  to  give  such  receipt,  discharge,  and  acquittance,  upon 
demand  tliereof,or  pay  the  amount  thereof  as  aforesaid,  every  such  person  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
for  every  such  offence  the  sum  of  five  pounds. 

22.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  commencement  of  this  Ordinance  no  Duty  on  probates 
Court  in  this  island  shall  grant  probate  or  letters  of  administration  of  the  property  and  estate  ^^  ascei  lamed. 
of  any  deceased  person  without  first  requiring  and  receiving  from  the  person  orpersons  applying 

for  the  same,  or  from  some  other  competent  person  or  persons,  an  affidavit  or  affirmation  that  the 
movable,  and  immovable  property  and  estate  of  the  deceased  in  this  island  for  or  in  respect  of 
which  probate  or  letters  of  administration  are  to  be  granted,  exclusive  of  what  the  deceased 
shall  have  been  possessed  of  or  ^titled  to  as  a  trustee,  and  not  beneficially,  and  without  deduct- 
ing anything  on  account  of  the  debts  due  and  owing  from  the  deceased  (excepting  debts  due  on 
mortgage  or  other  notarial  bonds),  are  under  the  value  of  a  certsun  sum  to  be  therein  specified, 
to  the  best  of  the  deponent's  knowledge,  information,  and  belief,  in  order  that  the  proper  and 
full  stamp  duty  may  be  paid  by  the  person  to  whom  such  probate  or  letters  of  administration 
shall  be  granted. 

23.  Audit  is  further  enacted,  that  when  any  person  shall  have  estimated  the  proprty  and  Proceedmcr^  if  tin* 
estate  of  the  deceased  to  be  of  greater  value  than  the  same  shall  have  afterwards  proved  to  be,  ^^^b^lJ^j^j^^li^ort 
and  shall  in  consequence  have  paid  too  high  stamp  duty  on  any  such  probate  or  letters  of  probate, 
administration,  if  such  person  shall,  within  six  calendar  months  a(\er  the  true  value  of  the  pro- 
perty and  estate  shall  have  been  ascertained,  produce  any  such  instrument  to  the  Court  which 

granted  the  same,  and  it  shall  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  Court  that  a  greater  stamp 
duty  has  been  paid  than  the  law  required,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Judge  of  such  Court  to 
•write  npoti  any  such  instrument  the  amount  of  stamp  duty  which  was  legally  payable  thereon, 
and  upon  production  thereof  at  the  Stamp  Office  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Commissioner  of 
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Proceedings  if  too 
little  stamp  duty 
hfts  been  paid. 


Penalty  ibr  not 
getting  proper 
stamp  affixed  to 
probate. 


Commissioner  of 
Stamps  may 
license  persons  to 
deal  in  stamps. 


Persons  lioensed  to 
give  bond. 
Condition  thereof. 


Bond  not  liable  to 
stamp  duty. 

License  may  be 
reYoked.' 

Particulars  to  be 
specified  in 
licenses. 


No  person  to  deal 
in  stamps  without 
such  licenses. 


Penalty. 


As  to  persons 
employed  to  write 
instruments  liable 
to  stamp  duty. 


"Stamps  to  cancel  and  expimge  the  stamp,  and  another  stamp  for  denoting  the  duty  which 
ought  to  have  been  paid  thereon  dhall  be  substituted,  and  the  «aid  Coramisaioner  dtail 
thereupon  repay  the  difference  between  them  in  money  to  the  party  producing*«ich  instrument. 

24.  And  it  is  Further  enacted,  that  when  too  little  stamp  duty  shall  have  been  paid  on  any 
such  probate  or  letters  of  admmistration,  in  consequence  of  any  mistake  or  misapprehension,  or 
of  its  not  being  known  at  the  time  that  some  particular  part  of  the  property  and  estate  bdonged 
to  the  decea^,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Judge  of  the  Court  by  which  such  instrument  was 
granted,  if  the  application  to  have  the  proper  stamp  affixed  shall  be  made  within  six  calendar 
months  after  the  true  value  of  the  property  and  estate  dial!  be  ascertained,  to  transmit  such 
instrument  to  the  Stamp  Office,  in  order  that  the  proper  stamp  may  be  affixed,  without 
requiring  the  applicant  to  pay  the  penalty  payable  under  the  provisions  of  this  or  any  former 
Oidinance  for  stamping  deeds  or  other  instruments  which  have  not  been  stamped  or  which 
have  been  insufficiently  stamped ;  and  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps  shall  thereupon,  and  upon 
receipt  of  the  money  to  be  paid  thereon,  or  upon  production  to  him  of  a  certificate,  under  the 
hand  of  some  Government  Agent  or  Assistant  Government  Agent,  showing  that  the  BMMiey  to 
be  paid  thereon  has  been  received  by  such  Government  Agent  or  Assistant  Gevemment  Agent, 
cause  the  proper  stamp  to  be  affixed  on  such  instrument,  and  return  the  same  to  the  Judge  by 
whom  it  was  transmitted  to  him. 

25.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  where  too  little  duty  shall  have  been  paid,  as  in  the  pre* 
ceding  section  mentioned,  if  any  executor  or  administrator  acting  under  such  probate  or  letters 
of  administration  shall  not  within  six  calendar  months  after  the  discovery  of  the  mistake  or 
misapprehension,  or  of  any  property  or  estate  not  known  at  the  time  to  have  belonged  to  tbe 
deceased,  apply  to  the  proper  Court  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  proper  stamp  affixed,  he 
shall,  in  addition  to  the  pajrment  of  the  penalty  imposed  by  me  6th  section  of  this  Ordinance 
on  the  stamping  of  any  unstamped  or  insufficiently  stamped  instrument,  incur  and  be  liable  to 
a  further  penalty  of  twen^  pounds,  and  the  Judge  of  tne  said  Court  shall  not  transmit  such 
instrument  to  the  Stamp  Office  to  have  tbe  proper  stamp  affixed  until  the  said  several  penalties 
have  been  paid  into  Court,  nor  shall  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps  cause  the  proper  stamp  to  be 
affixed  thereon  unless  a  certificate  shall  be  produced  to  him,  under  the  hand  of  such  Judge, 
that  the  said  penalties  have  been  paid.  But  upon  the  production  of  such  certificate,  and  upon 
the  receipt  of  the  stamp  duty  to  be  paid  on  such  probate  or  letters  of  administration,  or  upon 
the  production  to  him  of  a  certificate,  under  the  hand  of  some  Government  Agent  op  Asustant 
Government  Agent,  showing  that  the  stamp  duty  to  be  paid  thereon  has  been  received  by  sueh 
Government  Agent  or  Assistant  Government  Agent,  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps  shall  caoae 
the  proper  stamp  to  be  affixed  on  such  instrument,  and  return  the  same  to  the  Judge  by  whom 
it  was  transmitted  to  him. 

26.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  commencement  of  this  Ordinance  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps,  with  the  sanction  and  under  the  authority  of 
the  Governor  as  aforesaid  by  writing  under  the  hand  of  such  Commissioner  to  grant  a  license 
free  of  expense  to  any  person  whom  he  in  his  discretion  Aiwll  think  fit  and  proper  for  the  pur- 
pose to  vend  and  deal  in  stamps  at  any  place  or  places  in  this  island  to  be  named  in  such 
license.  Provided  always,  that  every  person  to  whom  any  sudi  license  shall  be  granted  shall 
enter  into  a  bond  to  Her  Miyesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  in  a  penal  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  conditioned  that  such  licensed  person  shall  not  sell  or  offer  for  sale  or  exchange,  or 
keep  or  have  in  his  possession  for  the  purpose  of  sale  or  exchange,  any  stamp  or  stamps  other 
than  such  as  he  shall  have  purchased  or  procured  at  the  office  for  stamps  in  Colombo,  or  from 
some  Government  officer  specially  authorised  for  that  purpose,  or  from  some  person  licensed  to 
deal  in  stamps,  under  the  authority  of  this  Ordinance.  Provided  always,  that  such  bond  shaH 
not  be  liable  to  any  stamp  duty,  and  that  one  liceuse  and  one  bond  only  shall  be  required  for 
any  number  of  persons  in  co-partnership.  And  provided  also,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
said  Commissioner  of  Stamps  whenever  he  shall  think  fit,  by  notice  in  writing,  signed  by  him 
to  revoke  and  make  void  any  such  license  as  aforesaid. 

27.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  in  every  such  license  to  rend  or  deal  in  stamps,  there 
shall  be  truly  specified  the  proper  name  and  place  of  abode  of  the  person  to  whom  the  same 
shall  be  granted,  and  a  true  description  of  the  house  or  shop,  or  houses  and  shops,  in  or  at 
which  he  shall  by  such  license  be  authorised  to  vend  or  deal  in  stamps  ;  and  such  person  AM 
not  be  thereby  authorised  or  entitled  to  vend  or  deal  in  stamps,  in  or  at  any  other  house,  shop, 
or  place,  than  such  as  shall  be  so  specified  and  described  in  such  license. 

28.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  no  person  other  than  such  Commissioner  of  Stamps  or 
Government  officer  as  aforesaid,  shall  rend  or  deal  in  stamps  in  any  part  of  this  island  without 
having  duly  obtained  from  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps  a  license  for  that  purpose,  which  shall 
be  subsisting  in  force,  and  unrevoked  at  the  time  of  such  vending  or  dealing ;  and  if  any  person 
other  than  such  Commissioner  or  Government  officer  as  aforesaid  shall  sell  or  offer  forssile  any 
paper  or  other  material  stamped  with  any  stamp,  denoting  or  purporting  to  denote  any  stamp 
duty,  or  shall  exchange  any  such  stamped  paper  or  other  material  for  any  other  stamped  paper 
or  other  material,  or  for  any  other  article  or  thing,  without  having  duly  obtained,  and  having 
in  force  such  license  as  aforesaid,  authorising  him  in  that  behalf,  or  in  or  at  any  house,  shop,  or 
place  not  specified  and  described  in  any  such  liceuse  as  aforesaid  granted  to  him,  he  shall  for 
every  such  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  pounds. 

29.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  em[doyed 
to  prepare  or  write  any  instrument  liable  to  stamp  duty,  to  charge  his  employer  with  the 
amount  of  the  stamp  or  stamps  impressed  on  the  paper  or  other  material  upon  which  suck 
instrument  shall  be  written  without  having  obtained  any  such  license  as  aforesaid  to  rend  or 
deal  in  stamps. 
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SO.  And  it  is  further  enacted^  that  a  discount  afur  the  rate  of  five  pouads  per  ceBtum  on  CULON. 

the  prompt  payment  of  any  sum  amounting  to  twenty  pounds  or  upwaAls>  by  any  person  T)|9eouiitcdlow«d 

licensed  to  vend  or  deal  in  stamps,  under  the  authority  of  this  Ordinance,  on  the  purchasi^  by  \q  licensed  dealers 

him  of  any  stamped  paper  or  other  material  at  the  Stamp  Office  in  Colombo^  or  from  any  in  stamps. 
Government  Agent  or  Assistant  Government  Agent,  shall  be  allowed  to  such  licensed  dealer  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Stamps^  Government  Agent  or  Aaustant  Government  Agent^  as  the  case 
may  be. 

31.  Audit  is  further  enacted^  that  every  person  who  shall  be  licensed  under  the  authority  of  Licensed  dealers 
this  Ordinance  to  deal  in  stamps,  shall  cause  to  be  painted  in  cs^pital  letters^  one  inch  at  least  '"  stamps  to  jMint 
in  heigi)t,  and  of  a  proper  and  proportionate  breadth,  oa  some  conspicuous  place  on  the  outside  in^frontT^eir" 
of  the  front  of  the  house  or  shop,  in  or  at  which  he  shall  be  Ucensed  to  deal  in  stamps,  and  so  houses  or  shops, 
that  the  same  shall  be  at  all  times  plainly  and  distinctly  visible  and  legible,  the  proper  name 

of  such  licensed  person  at  full  length,  together  with  the  word*  '*  licensed  to  sdl  stamps,"  or  Ponaltj* 

words  of  similar  import  in  the  Cingalese  or  Tamil  language,  and  such  person  shall  continue 

such  names  and  words  so  painted  as  aroresaid,  during  all  the  time  that  he  shall  continue 

licensed  as  aforesaid ;  and  if  any  person  licensed  as  aforesaid  shall  neglect  or  omit  to  cause 

such  names  and  words  to  be  so  painted  aa  aforesaid,  or  shedl  neglect  or  omit  to  continue  the 

same  so  painted  aceording  to  the  directions  of  this  Ordinance,  he  shall  forfeit  ten  pounds  for 

every  such  offence.     Provided  always,  that  in  the  case  of  several  persons  licensed  as  aforesaid  Proviiio  as  to 

in  eo*-partnership,  it  shall  be  sufficient  if  the  name  of  one  only  of  such  persons,  or  of  the  firm  P<^^ii^"« 

be  painted  in  manner  aforesaid. 

32.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  any  person  shall  write,  paint,  or  mark,  or  shall  cause  Penalty  on  un- 
or  procure  to  be  writtai,  painted,  or  marked,  or  ^all  permit  or  suffer  to  continue  written,  Hoensed  V^"^^^ 
pcunted,  or  marked,  upon  any  part  of  his  house,  shop,  or  premises,  either  in  the  inside  or  on  ^hoDs^anrwordiT 
the  outside  thereof,  or  upon  any  board  or  any  material  whatever,  exposed  to  public  view,  and  importing  that 
whether  the  same  shall  or  shall  not  be  so  affixed  to  such  house,  shop,  or  premises,  any  word  they  are  dealers 
or  words  which  shall  import  or  signify,  or  be  intended  to  import  or  signify,  that  such  person  is  in  stamps. 

a  vender  of  or  dealer  in  stamps*  such  persons  not  being  licensed  to  deal  in  stamps,  under  the 
authority  of  tins  Ordinance,,  and  not  being  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps,  or  Government  officer 
as  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  ten  pounds  for  every  day  such  offence  shall  be  committed  or  con- 
tinued. 

33.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  any  person  licensed  to  vend  or  deal  in  stamps  shall  Allowance  to  be 
die,  or  become  bankrupt  or  insolvent,  or  if  the  license  of  any  person  to  vend  or  deal  in  stamps  JJ^o  Sow^ion  of 
shall  expire  or  be  revoked,  and  any  such  person,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  bankruptcy  or  in-  Ucenseovendors 
solvency,  or  at  the  expiration  or  revocation  of  any  such  license  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  in  his  dying,  or  becoming 
possession  any  quantity  of  stamped  paper  or  other  material,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  person,  bankrupt  or  iniol- 
or  his  executor,  or  administrator,  or  assignee,  within  three  calendar  months  after  the  expiratbn  J.^^^*  ^'  whose 

or  revocation  of  such  license,  or  next  after  such  death,  bankruptcy,  or  insolvency,  as  the  case  ^!^^^^ 

may  be,  to  bring  or  send  such  stamped  paper  or  other  material  to  the  office  for  stamps  in 

Colombo,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Uommiasioner  of  Stamps  to  receive  the  same,  and  to 

pay  to  the  person  bringing  or  sending  the  same  the  amount  of  the  stamp  duty  thereon,  deducting 

therefrom  such  per  centage  as  is  allowed  by  this  Ordinance,  on  the  purchase  of  stamps  of  tbus 

like  description  from  the  said  Commissioner,  and  also  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  value  of  such 

paper  or  other  material  according  to  the  rates  at  which  paper  or  other  material  of  the  like 

quality  and  description  shall  be  sold  by  the  said  Conomissioner,  and  thereupon  such  stamps 

shall  be  immediately  cancelled.     Provided  always,  that  the  person  who  shall  bring  or  send 

such  stamped  paper  or  other  material  to  the  said  office  shall  make  proof  to  the  satbfaction  of 

soch  Commissioner  that  such  paper  or  other  material  was  actually  in  the  possession  of  the 

person  so  dying,  or  becoming  oankrupt  or  insolvent,  or  having  had  such  license  which  had  so 

expired,  or  had  been  so  revoked,  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  at  the  time  when  such  person  so  died 

or  became  bankrupt  or  insolvent,  or  when  the  said  license  expired  or  was  revoked ;  and  shall 

also  make  proof  in  like  manner  that  such  stamped  paper  or  other  materia],  or  the  stamps  im» 

Eressed  thereon,  was  or  were  purchased,  or  procured  by  the  person  to  whom  sucli  license  shall 
ave  been  granted,  at  the  head  office  for  stamps  in  Colombo,  or  from  some  Government  office 
or  person  Ccensed  to  deal  in  stamps  as  aforesaid. 

34.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  upon  information  given  to  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps,  Commissioner  of 
upon  the  oath  of  one  or  more  credible  person  or  persons  (which  oath  the  said  Commissioner  or  ^^"a't^^ants 
any  Justice  of  the  Peace  is  hereby  empowered  to  administer)  that  there  is  reasonable  cause  to  to  search  and 
suspect  that  any  person  licensed,  or  who  shall  have  been  licensed  under  the  authority  of  this  inspect  the  stocks 
Ordinance,  hath  in  his  possession  any  forged  or  counterfeit  stamp  or  stamps,  it  shall  be  lawful  of  stamps  of  licensed 
for  the  said  Commissioner,  by  warrant  under  his  hand  to  authorise  any  officer  or  officers  em-  dealers. 

ployed  in  the  Stamp  Office,  and  such  officer  or  officers  is  and  are  hereby  fully  authorised 

accordingly,  with  the  assistance,  if  required,  of  any  constable  or  other  peace  officer  to  enter 

between  the  hours  of  six  in  the  morning  and  six  in  the  evening  into  the  dwelling-house,  room, 

shop,  warehouse,  outhouse,  or  other  building  of  or  belonging  to  any  person  licensed,  or  who 

at  any  time  within  six  calendar  months  then  last  past  shall  have  been  licensed  as  aforesaid,  to 

vend  or  deal  in  stamps ;  and  if  on  demand  of  admittance  and  notice  of  such  warrant,  the  door  Power  of  entry. 

of  any  such  dwelling-house,  room,  shop,  warehouse,  outhouse,  or  other  buildine>  or  any  inner 

door  thereof,  shall  not  be  opened,  then  to  break  open  the  same  respectively,  and  to  search  for 

and  to  seize,  and  to  take  into  his  and  their  possession  all  such  stamped  paper  or  other  material 

as  shall  be  in  any  such  place  as  aforesaid,  or  elsewhere  in  the  custody  or  possession  of  such 

person  licensed,  or  having  been  licensed  as  aforesaid,  and  all  constables  and  other  peace  officers 

are  hereby  required,  upon  the  request  of  any  person  or  persons,  acting  under  such  wan  ant  to  Penalty  for  refusing 

aid  and  assist  him  or  them  in  the  execution  thereof;  and  if  any  constable  or  other  peace  officer  to  aid  and  assist  in 
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the  execution 'of 
siioh  warrants,  or 
assaulting  penons 
employed  in  the 
execution  therouf. 

Acknowledji^ment 
to  be  uivea  for 
stamps  seized. 


Licensed  vendor 
entitled  to  be  paid 
the  amount  of 
p:enuine  stamps 
seized,  or  to  have 
them  returned  to 
him. 


Penalty  on  persons 
hawking  stamps. 


Hawkers  of  stamps 
may  be  appre- 
hended, and  takan 
before  police 
magistrate. 


No  instrument 
requiring  a  stamp 
to  be  issued 
by  any  public 
officer  unless  tha 
duty  is  first  paid. 


Informer's  share  of 
penalty. 

Ordinance  when  to 
take  effect. 


shall,  upon  any  such  request  as  aforesaid,  refuse  or  neglect  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  in  the 
execution  of  any  such  warrant  as  aforesaid,  or  if  any  person  shall  refuse  to  permit  any  such 
search  or  seizure  as  aforesaid  to  be  made,  or  shall  assault,  oppose,  molest,  or  obstruct  any 
person  employed  or  acting  in  the  execution,  or  under  the  authority  of  any  such  warrant,  or 
aidins:  or  assisting  in  the  execution  thereof,  every  such  constable,  peace  officer,  or  other  person 
so  offending  in  any  of  the  cases  aforesaid  shall  forfeit  twenty  pounds. 

35.  Provided  always  and  it  is  further  enacted,  that  any  person  who  shall  execute  any  such 
warrant  shall,  if  required,  give  to  tlie  person  in  whose  custody  or  possession  any  stamps  shall 
be  found  and  seized,  an  acknowledgment  of  the  number,  particulars,  and  amount  of  the 
stamps  so  seized,  and  shall  permit  such  last-mentioned  person,  or  any  person  employed  by 
him,  to  mark  the  same  before  the  removal  thereof;  and  if  the  person  in  whose  custody  or 
possession  any  stamps  shall  be  so  found  and  seized,  shall  be  or  shall  have  been  within  the 
time  aforesaid  a  licensed  vendor  of  stamps,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  claim  and  receive  in  money 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps  the  amount  of  such  of  the  stamps  so  seized  as  shall  be 
found  to  be  genuine  (deducting  therefrom  such  per  centage  as  is  allowed  on  the  purchase  of 
stamps  of  the  like  description),  and  also  to  receive  the  amount  of  the  paper  or  otlier  material 
whereon  the  same  shall  be  impressed,  according  to  the  rates  at  which  paper  or  other  material 
of  the  like  quality  and  description  shall  be  sold  by  the  said  Commissioner  of  Stamp3;  or  if 
the  said  Commissioner  shall  think  fit,  such  of  the  stamps  so  seized  as  shall  be  found  to  be 

fenuine  shall  be  returned  to  the  person  from  whose  custody  or  possession  the  same  shall  have 
een  taken,  with  such  reasonable  amends  as  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Executive 
Council,  may  think  fit  to  award. 

36.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  any  person,  whether  he  shall  be  licensed  to  vend  or 
deal  in  stamps  or  not,  shall  hawk  or  carry  about  for  sale  or  exchange  any  stamped  paper  or 
other  material,  or  if  any  person  shall  utter  or  offer  for  sale  or  exchange  at  any  house,  shop  or 
place,  other  than  the  house  or  shop  in  which  he  shall  reside  or  bonajide  carry  on  his  trade  or 
business,  any  such  stamped  paper  or  other  material,  every  such  person  shall  forfeit  the  sura  of 
five  pounds,  over  and  above  any  penalty  to  which  he  may  be  liable  for  vending  or  dealing  in 
stamps  without  being  licensed  so  to  do ;  and  it  shall,  moreover,  be  lawful  for  any  person,  with- 
out any  other  warrant  than  this  Ordinance  for  that  purpose,  to  apprehend  any  person  so  hawk- 
ing, carrying  about,  uttering  or  offering  for  sale  or  exchange  such  stamped  paper  or  other 
material,  and  to  take  him,  or  cause  him  to  be  taken  before  any  Police  magistrate  having 
jurisdiction  where  the  offence  shall  be  committed,  who  shall  bear  and  determine  the  matter; 
and  if  the  offender  shall  not,  immediately  on  his  conviction,  pay  the  penalty,  such  magistrate 
shall  commit  him  to  prison  for  any  period  of  time  not  less  than  one  or  more  than  three  calendar 
months,  unless  such  penalty  shall  be  sooner  paid  or  satisfied ;  and  all  stamped  paper  or  other 
material  which  shall  be  found  in  the  possession  of  such  offender  shall  be  forfeited  to  Her 
Majesty,  and  shall  be  taken  possession  of  by  such  Magistrate,  and  be  delivered  over  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Stamps,  to  be  disposed  of  in  any  manner  he  shall  think  fit :  Provided 
always,  that  if  such  offender  shall  not  be  apprehended  and  proceeded  against  in  a  manner 
hereinbefore  directed,  then  the  said  penalty  of  five  pounds  shall  be  recoverable  by  any  other  of 
the  ways  and  means  provided  for  the  recovery  of  penalties  in  this  island. 

37.  And  it  is  further  enacted  and  declared,  that  in  any  case  in  which  by  any  law,  usage  or 
custom,  which  now  is  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  in  this  island,  any  person  is  entitled  or 
required  to  demand,  receive,  or  obtain,  from  any  public  officer  in  the  service  of  Her  Majesty 
or  of  the  Government  of  this  island,  whomsoever  in  virtue  of  his  office;  or  any  such  public 
officer  is  required  or  authorised  to  issue  to  any  person ;  any  instrument  whatever  which  by  this 
Ordinance  is  required  to  bear  a  stamp,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  public  officer,  and  be  is 
hereby  required  to  refuse  to  issue  or  grant  to,  and  to  withhold  from  such  person  any  such 
instrument,  unless  and  until  the  proper  amount  of  stamp  duty  payable  thereon  shall  first  have 
been  paid  by  such  person  in  respect  of  such  instrument,  or  unless  and  until  a  paper  stamped 
with  the  proper  amount  of  duly  shall  have  been  supplied  and  delivered  by  him  to  such  public 
officer;  anything  in  any  law  or  Ordinance,  or  any  usage  or  custom  in  anywise  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

38.  And  it  is  fuither  enacted,  that  one-half  of  all  the  fines  actually  recovered  and  realized 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance  shall  go  to  Her  Majesty,  and  the  other  half  to  the 
informer. 

39.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  this  Ordinance  sliall  commence  and  take  effect  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  June,  ons  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight. 


SCHEDULE  TO  WHICH  THIS  ORDINANCE  REFERS. 

Part  I. 

Containing  the  Duties  on  Instruments  of  Conveyance,  Contract,  obligation,  and  security  for  Money ; 
on  Deeds  in  general ;  and  on  other  instruments,  matters  and  things  not  falling  under  either  of  the 
following  heads. 

Part  IL 

Containing  the  Duties  on  Law  Proceedings,  and  in  the  Supreme  Conrt,  District  Courts,  and  Courts 
of  Requests  respectively* 

Part  III. 

Containing  the  Duties  in  Testamentary  Proceeding?,  on  Probates  of  Wills,  rnd  Letters  of  Admi- 
nistration. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OF  CEYLON.  8i 

Part  I  Duty.  CBYLON. 

£.    #.    d.  """" 

Affidavit  or  affirmation  not  made  for  the  immediate  purpose  of  beins  filed,  read,  or 
aaed  in  any  Court  of  Justice  in  this  island ;  for  evety  sheet  or  piece  of  paper  or  other 
material  on  which  the  same  shall  be  written  or  printed  •         •         •         •         .         .020 

JExemptians  from  the  preceding  and  all  other  Stamp  Duties, 

Affidavits  or  affirmations  required  or  authorised  by  law  to  be  made  in  criminal 
matters ;  or  affidavits  or  affirmations  on  the  assumption  of  any  officer  under 
Government ;  or  for  the  verification  of  any  public  accounts,  or  affidavits  or 
affirmations  to  be  made  pursuant  to  this  Ordinance  by  persons  applying  for 
probates  of  wills  and  letters  of  administration,  re^rding  the  value  of  the  estate 
of  the  deceased ;  or  by  persons  having  spoDed  stamps,  to  obtain  an  allowance 
for  the  same. 

AoRBEMENT,  Or  coutract,  or  any  minute  or  memorandum  of  an  agreement,  made  in  this 
island  or  its  dependencies,  whether  the  same  shall  be  only  evidence  of  a  contract,  or 
obligatory  upon  the  parties  from  its  being  a  written  instrument,  where  the  matter 
thereof  shall  be — 

Of  the  value  of    [£l  and  not  exceeding      £2 0    0    1 

Exceeding  2  ,,  5 003 

5  ,,  10 0    0    6 

,,  10  ,,  20 0     10 

,,  20  .,  50 0     2    0 

,,  50  ,,  100 0     4    0 

,,  100  ,,  200 0    6    0 

200  ,,  300       ......       0     7    6 

,,  300  ,,  500 0     8     6 

,,  500  ,,  1000 0  12     6 

,,  1000  ,,  2000 0  15     0 

,,  2000  ,,  3000 15     0 

And  for  every  additional  1000/.  or  part  thereof  a  further  progressive  duty  of         .10    0 
Where  the  value  of  the  agreement,  or  of  such  minute  or  memorandum,  does  not 
appear  on  the  face  thereof,  such  instrument  shall  bear  a  stamp  according  to  the 
rate  following,  that  is  to  say  : — 
Where  the  same  shall  not  contain  more  than  120  words    •         •         •         .         .050 
Where  the  same  shall  contain  more  than  120  words  .         •         •         .         .076 

And  for  every  entire  quantity  of  120  words  contained  therein  over  and  above  the 

first  120  words,  a  further  progressive  duty  of      •         •         .  •         •         ,026 

Provided  always  that  where  divers  letters  shall  be  offered  in  evidence  to  prove  any 
agreement  between  the  parties  who  shall  have  written  such  letters,  it  shall  be 
sufficient  if  any  one  of  such  letters  shall  be  stamped  with  a  duty  of  7«.  6t/.,  although 
the  same  shall  in  the  whole  contain  twice  the  number  of  120  words  or  upwards. 
Provided  also  that  figures  shall  be  counted  ^  words. 

Provided  that  if  any  such  agreement,  or  minute,  or  memorandum  thereof,  shall  be 
executed  before  a  notary,  the  above-mentioned  duty  shall  be  chargeable  on  the 
duplicate  or  counterpart  of  such  instrument,  instead  of  on  the  original  thereof. 

JSxemptioHs  from  the  preceding  and  all  other  Stamp  Duties, 

Memorandum  or  agreement  for  the  hire  of  any  labourer,  artificer,  manufacturer, 
or  menial  servant. 

Memorandum,  letter,  or  agreement  made  for  or  relating  to  the  sale  of  any  goods^ 
wares,  or  merchandize. 

Memorandum,  letter,  or  agreement  made  with  any  common  carrier  for  the  carriage 
of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize  in  this  island. 

Conditions  of  sale  of  any  property  sold  by  auction. 

Letters  containing  any  agreement  (not  before  exempted)  in  respect  of  any  mer- 
chandize or  evidence  of  such  an  agreement,  which  shall  pass  by  the  post  between 
merchants  or  other  persons  carrying  on  trade  or  commerce  in  this  island,  and 
residing  and  actually  being  at  the  time  of  such  letters  at  the  distance  of  20  ; 

miles  from  each  other. 

Memorandum  or  agreement  made  between  the  master  and  mariners  of  any  vessel 
or  boat  for  wages. 

Agreement  to  marry  not  containing  any  settlement  or  transfer  of  property. 

Memorandum  or  agreement  made  by  or  with  any  Government  officer  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  office. 

Appraisement,  or  valuation  of  any  estate  or  effects,  movable  or  immovable ;  or  of  any 
interest  therein,  or  of  the  annual  value  thereof;  or  of  any  dilapidations ;  or  of  any 
repairs  wanted ;  or  of  the  materials  and  labour  used  or  to  be  used  in  any  buildings ; 
or  of  any  artificer's  work  whatsoever  ; 

Where  the  amount  of  such  appraisement  or  valuation  shall  not  exceed  £25  •       0     16 

And  where  it  shall  exceed  £25  and  not  exceed  £50 0    2    6 

„  50  „  100 0    5    0 

„  100  „  200 0  10    0 

„  200  „  500 0  15    0 

„  500 10     0 

JEtempOans, 
Appraisements  or  valuations  of  any  property, for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
duty  payable  on  probates  or  letters  of  administration ;  or  made  by  or  at  the 
instance  of  any  executor  or  administrator,  with  a  view  to  the  distribution  of 
any  estate  under  his  charge ;  or  made  by  or  at  the  instance  of  any  Gtovem- 
ment  officer  in  the  execution  of  his  office. 
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£.    id. 

Articles  of  Clerkship  or  contract,  wbereby  any  person  shall  first  become  bonadtiiaeme 

as  a  clerk  in  order  to  his  admission  as  an  advocate,  proctor,  notary,  or  8po(hecat|i         «    10   0   0 
And  for  any  counterpart  or  duplicate  thereof  •         •         •         •        •        •      0^  2   0 

Articles  of  clerkship  or  contract,  whereby  any  person  shall  become  bound  to  senre 
as  a  clerk  in  order  to  such  admission  as  aforesaid,  for  the  residue  of  the  term  for 
which  he  was  originally  bound  in  consequence  of  the  deadi  of  bis  fernier  maHcr,. 
or  of  the  contract  between  them  being  vacated  by  consent,  or  by  ivie  of  Court,  or 

in  any  other  event 100 

And  for  any  counterpart  or  duplicate  thereof  •         •         •         •         •         .020 

Provided  that  if  anv  such  articles  of  clerkship  shall  be  executed  befove  a  notary, 
the  said  duties  of  lOL  and  1/.  shall  be  chargeable  on  the  duplLcifee  iBstraineate, 
and  the  duties  of  2s.  on  the  originals  thereof. 

AssiGMMENT. — See  Bond. 

Award 100 

And  where  the  same,  together  with  any  schedule  or  other  matter  put  or  endorsed 
thereon,  or  annexed  thereto,  shall  contain  120  words  or  upwards,  then  for  every 
entire  quantity  of  120  words  contained  therein,  over  and  above  the  first  120  words, 
a  further  progressive  duty  of   .         •         .  •         •         .  .  •         .050 

Bill  of  Exchange,  draft,  or  order  to  the  bearer,  or  to  order,  either  on  demand  or  other- 
wise, of  any  sum  of  money, 

Amounting  to  £2  and  not  exceeding  £5        .         •         •         •         .         •         .003 

Exceeding  5  „  10 0    0    6 

0    10 

0    2    6 

0    4    0 

0    5    0 

0    7    0 

.         .  •  .       0  10    0 

0  15    0 

. 10    0 

And  for  every  additional  £1000  or  part  thereof,  a  further  progressive  duty  of        .050 

Inland  Bill,  or  order  for  the  payment  of  any  sum  of  money, 

though  not  made  payable  to  the  bearer  or  to  order,  if  the 

same  shall  be  deliveied  to  the  payee  or  some  person  or 

his  behalf     •••..•••• 

Inland  Bill,  draft;  or  order  for  the  payment  of  any  sum  of 

money  weekly,  monthly,  or  at  any  other  stated  periods,  if 

made  payable  to  the  bearer,  or  to  order,  or  if  delivered  to 

the  payee,  or  some  person  on  his  behalf,  where  the  total 

amount  thereby  made  payable  shall  be  specified  therein, 

or  can  be  ascertained  therefrom  •         •         •         .J 

AJT.       au**i  ..rxi_  Ai.1.         jf  2^  same  duty  as  on  a  BUI  on 

And  where  the  total  amount  of  the  money  thereby  made  I     demand  for  the  sum  therein  «- 

payable  shall  be  mdefinite |    pressed  onfy. 

And  the  following  instruments  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  inland  bills, 
drafts,  or  orders  for  the  payment  of  money,  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of 
this  schedule ;  viz., — 
All  drafts  or  orders  for  the  payment  of  any  sum  of  money  by  a  bill  or  promissory 
note,  or  for  the  delivery  of  any  such  bill  or  note  in  payment  or  satisfaction  of  any 
sum  of  money ;  where  such  drafts  or  orders  shall  require  the  payment  on  delivery 
to  be  made  to  the  bearer,  or  to  order,  or  shall  be  delivered  to  the  payee  or  some 
person  on  his  behalf. 
All  receipts  given  for  money  received  which  shall  entitle,  or  be  intended  to  entitle, 
the  person  or  persons  paying  the  money,  or  the  bearer  of  such  receipts,  to  receive 
the  like  sum  from  any  third  person  or  persons. 
And  all  bills,  drafts,  or  orders  for  the  payment  of  any  sum  of  money  out  of  any 
particular  fund,  which  may  or  may  not  be  available,  or  upon  any  condition  or 
contingency  which  may  or  may  not  be  performed  or  happen  if  the  same  shall  be 
made  payable  to  the  bearer  or  to  order,  or  if  the  same  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
payee  or  some  person  on  his  behalf. 
Foreign  Bill  of  Exchange  (or  bill  of  exchange  drawn  in  but^  TTie  same  dtUy  09  on  an  inkmd 
payable  out  of  this  island)  if  drawn  singly  and  not  in  a>     Bill  of  the  same  amount  and 

set .J     tenor. 

Foreign  Bills  of  Exchange  drawn  in  sets  of  three  according  to  the  custom  of  mer- 
chants, for  every  bill  of  each  set,  where  the  sum  made  payable  thereby  shall  not 
exceed        .••.•.•••«.    £20 

Exceeding  £20  and  not  exceeding 50 

,,50  ,,  100 

,,100  ,, 200 

,,200  ,,  500 

,,500  ,,  1000 

,,       1000  ,,  2000 

, ,       2000  , ,  3000 

And  for  every  additional  £1000,  or  part  thereof,  a  ftirther  progressive  duty  of 

MxempHansfrom  the  preceding  and  all  other  Stamp  Duties. 
All  instruments  exempted  from  the  payment  of  stamp  duties,  by  vktue  of  the 
Ordinance  No.  23  of  the  year  1844,  entitled,  ^  An  Ordinance  for  exempting 


1%e  same  duty  as  an  a  Bill  of 
Exchange  for  the  like  sum, 
payable  to  bearer  or  order. 

The  same  duty  as  on  a  Bill  payable 
to  bearer  or  order^  on  demand^ 
for  a  sum  equal  to  such  total 
amounL 
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Dutv. 

£.   i. 


CETLOR 


d. 


1  iDttmmcDift  emplo3Kd  by  penooi  carrying  on  the  buiinesa  of 
iMnken  from  payment  of  atamp  duties,  and  for  enabling  such  persona  to  make 
•ompoaition  in  li«i  of  stamp  dutiea  on  certain  promissory  notes  and  bills  of 
exchange." 

All  checks,  drafts,  or  orders  for  the  payment  of  any  sum  of  money  to  the  bearer 
on  demand,  and  drawn  on  any  licensed  banker,  provided  the  same  shall  bear 
date  on  or  before  the  day  mi  which  the  same  shall  be  issued  ;  and  provided  the 
same  do  not  direct  the  payment  to  be  made  by  bills  or  promissory  notes. 

All  Bills  of  Exchange,  drafts,  or  orders  drawn  by  the  treasurer  of  this  island,  or 
any  other  Government  officer  in  the  execution  of  his  office. 

fiiUi  or  Lading  of  or  for  any  eoods,  merchandize,  or  effects  exported,  or  carried  coast- 
wise   .•         .         .         .         , 0    0    3 

BoKD  given  as  a  security  for  the  paj-ment  of  any  definitive  and  certain  sum  of  money ; 
mortgage  of  or  affecting  any  property  moveable  or  immoveable ;  deed  or  instrument  for 
the  assignment  or  transfer  of  any  property  not  otherwise  charged  in  this  schedule,  nor 
expressly  exempted  from  all  stamp  duty ;  lease  of  any  lands,  houses,  or  hereditaments, 
SB  ad  valorem  stamp  daty,  according  to  the  following  table,  viz. — 

Where  the  value  does  not  exceed  £2 0    0  1 

Exceeding  £2  and  not  exceeding    5 0    0  3 

5            „                  10 0    0  6 

10            „                  20 0     2  0 

20            „                  30 026 

30            „                  40 046 

40            „                  50 016 

50            „                  15 0  10  6 

75            „                100 12  6 

100            „                200 2    7  6 

200            „                300 .  3  15  0 

300             „                500 4  15  0 

500            „             1,000 6    0  0 

1,000             „            2,000 7     5  0 

2,000             „             3,000 8  10  0 

3,000            „            4,000 9  15  0 

4,000             „             5,000 11     5  0 

5,000            „          10,000 14  15  0 

10,000            „           15,000 18  10  0 

15,000            „          20,000 25    0  0 

20,000                                                30    0  0 

Bond  of  ady  kind  whatever,  not  otherwise  charged  in  the  sdiednle  nor  expressly 

exempted  from  all  stamp  duty  .         .         •         .         •         •         •         .10  0 

Counterpart  or  duplicate  of  any  such  bond,  mortgage,  assignment,  transfer,  or  lease 

as  aforesaid,  where  the  value  exceeds  20/.  .         •         •         •         •         ,020 

Provided  that  if  any  such  bond,  mortgage,  assignment,  transfier,  or  lease  shall  be 
executed  before  a  notary,  the  above-mentioned  stamp  duty  shall  be  chargeable  en 
the  duplicate  or  counterpart  of  such  instrument ;  and  the  original  thereof,  where 
the  value  exceeds  20/.,  shall  be  on  a  stamp  of  2$. 

JExtmpiums  from  the  preceding  and  all  other  Stan^  DtUies. 

Bonds  given  by  any  Government  officer,  or  his  sureties,  for  the  due  ezecutiaii  of 

his  office. 
Bonds  given  by  any  person  to  Her  Majesty,  or  to  any  public  officer  for  the  use  of 
Her  Majesty,  for  any  debt  or  sum  of  money  due,  or  to  become  due,  to  the 
Crown,  or  to  the  Government  of  this  island. 
Bonds  of  indemnity  given  to  fiscals  or  their  deputies,  or  officers  in  the  execution 

of  their  duty. 
Bonds  given  to  any  officer  of  Customs  in  his  official  capacity. 
Transfers  of  bills  of  exchange  and  promissory  notes  by  indorsement 
Assignment  of  any  lease. 
Charterpartt  or  any  agreement  or  contract  for  the  charter  of  any  vessel  or  any  memo- 
randum, letter,  or  other  writing  between  the  captain,  master,  or  owner  of  any  vessel,  and 
any  other  person  for  or  relating  to  the  freight  or  conveyance  of  any  money,  goods,  or 
effects  on  board  of  such  vesseL 


Gharterparty  made  by  or  with  any  Government  officer  in  the  execution  of  his 
office. 

Composition,  deed  or  other  instrument  of  composition  between  a  debtor  or  debtors,  and  his 
or  their  creditors *         ....       0  10 

CoNviTANCx,  of  what  kind  or  description  soever,  upon  the  sale  of  any  laods  or  other  im* 
movable  property,  or  of  any  right,  title,  interest,  or  daim  in,  to,  out  of,  or  upon  any 
lands  or  other  immovable  property ;  that  is  to  say,  fer  and  to  respeet  of  the  counterpart 
or  duplicate  of  the  principal  or  on^  deed,  instrument,  or  writing  whereby  Ute  land  or 
other  innnovafale  property  is  conveyed  to  or  vested  in  the  piachaserar  puchatcKSy  or  any 
other  person  or  persons  by  his  or  their  direction ; 

M  2 
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Where  the  purchase  or  consideration  money  therein  or  thereupon  expressed  shall 

not  exceed  £3     •.....,         . 
And  where  the  same  shall  exceed  £3  and  not  exceed  £5 


5 

>9 

10 

10 

9> 

SO 

20 

» 

30 

30 

99 

40 

40 

99 

50 

50 

99 

100 

100 

99 

200 

200 

ft 

300 

300 

99 

500 

500 

99 

150 

150 

99 

1,000 

1,000 

99 

2,000 

2,000 

99 

3,000 

3,000 

»9 

4,000 

4,000 

99 

5,000 

5,000 

»9 

6,000 

6,000 

99 

7,000 

7,000 

♦9 

8,000 

8,000 

99 

9,000 

9,000 

99 

10,000 

10,000 

>9 

12,500 

12,500 

99 

15,000 

15,000 

99 

20,000 

20,000 

9) 

30,000 

30,000 

99 

40,000 

40,000 

99 

50,000 

50,000 

99 

60,000 

60,000 

99 

80,000 

80,000 

99 

100,000 

„  100,000  or  upwards 

Original  of  any  such  conveyance  where  the  purchase  or  consideration  money  ex- 
ceeds 20/.  .         .         •         •         .         •         • 

And  where  the  purchase  or  consideration  money  is  less  than  20/. 

Note. — ^The  purchase  or  consideration  money  is  to  be  duly  expressed  and  set 
forth  in  words  at  length,  in  or  upon  every  such  principal  or  only  deed  or  ' 
ment  of  conveyance. 

And  where  any  lands  or  other  property  of  dififerent  tenures  or  holdings,  or  held 
imder  different  titles,  contracted  to  be  sold  at  one  entire  price  for  the  whole,  shall 
be  conveyed  to  the  purchaser  in  separate  parts  or  parcels,  by  different  deeds  or 
instruments,  the  purchase  or  consideration  money  shall  be  divided  and  appor- 
tioned in  such  manner  as  the  parties  shall  think  fit,  so  that  a  distinct  price  or 
consideration  for  each  separate  part  or  parcel  may  be  set  forth  in  or  upon  the 
principal  or  only  deed  or  instrument  of  conveyance  relating  thereto ;  the  dupli- 
cate of  which  shall  be  charged  with  the  said  ad  valorem  duty  in  respect  of  the 
price  or  consideration  money  therein  set  forth. 

And  where  any  lands  or  other  property,  contracted  to  be  purchased  by  two  or  more 
persons  jointly,  or  by  any  person  for  himself  and  others,  or  wholly  for  others,  at 
one  entire  price  for  the  whole,  shall  be  conveyed  in  parts  or  parcels,  by  separate 
deeds  or  instruments,  to  the  persons  for  whom  the  same  shall  be  purchased,  for 
distinct  parts  or  shares  of  the  purchase  money,  the  duplicate  of  the  principal  or 
only  deed  or  instrument  of  conveyance  of  each  separate  part  or  parcels  shall  be 
charged  with  the  said  ad  valorem  duty,  in  respect  of  the  sum  of  money  therein 
specified  as  the  consideration  for  the  same. 

But  if  separate  parts  or  parcels  of  such  lands  or  other  property  shall  be  conveyed 
to,  or  to  the  use  of,  or  in  trust  for  different  persons,  in  and  by  one  and  the  same 
deed  or  instrument,  then  such  duplicate,  deed,  or  instrument  shall  be  charged  with 
the  said  ad  valorem  duty,  in  respect  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  purchase  or 
consideration  monies  therein  mentioned  to  be  paid  or  agreed  to  be  paid  for  the 
lands  or  property  thereby  conveyed. 

And  where  any  person  having  contracted  for  the  purchase  of  any  lands  or  other 
property,  but  not  having  obtained  a  conveyance  thereof,  shall  contract  to  sell  to 
any  other  person,  and  the  same  shall  in  consequence  be  conveyed  immediately 
to  the  sub -purchaser;  the  duplicate  of  the  principal  or  only  deed  or  instrument 
of  conveyance  shall  be  charged  with  the  said  ad  valorem  duty,  in  respect  of  the 
purchase  or  consideration  money  therein  mentioned  to  be  paid  or  agreed  to  be  paid 
by  the  sub-purchaser. 

And  where  any  person  having  contracted  for  the  purchase  of  any  lands  or  other 
property,  but  not  having  obtained  a  conveyance  thereof,  shall  contract  to  sell  the 
whole  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof,  to  any  other  person  or  persons,  and  the  same 
shall  in  consequence  be  conveyed  by  the  original  seller,  to  different  persons  in 
parts  or  parcels ;  the  duplicate  of  the  principal  or  only  deed  or  instrument  of  con- 
veyance, of  each  part  or  parcel  thereof,  shall  be  charged  with  the  said  ad  valorem 
duty,  in  respect  only  of  the  purchase  or  consideration  money  which  shall  be  therein 
mentioned  to  be  paid,  or  agreed  to  be  paid  for  the  same  by  the  person  or  persons 
to  whom,  or  to  whose  use,  or  in  trust  for  whom  the  conveyance  shall  be  made^ 
without  regard  to  the  amount  of  the  original  purchase  money. 
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Doty.  CEYLON. 

£.    s.  d.  — - 

And  in  all  cases  of  'such  sub-tale  as  aforesaid,  the  snb-purchasers,  and  the  person 
immediately  selling  to  them,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  purchasers  and 
sellers,  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  provisions  and  regulations  of  this 
Ordinance  relating  to  the  ad  valorem  duties,  on  conveyances  on  the  sale  of  pro- 
perty hereby  imposed. 

But  where  any  such  sub-purchaser  shall  take  an  actual  conveyance  of  the  interest  of 
the  person  immediately  selling  to  him,  which  shall  be  chargeable  with  the  said  ad 
valorem  duty  in  respect  of  the  purchase  or  consideration  money  paid  or  agreed 
to  be  paid  by  him,  and  shall  be  duly  stamped  accordingly ;  the  duplicate  of  any 
deed  or  instrument  of  conveyance,  to  be  afterwards  made  to  him,  of  the  property 
in  question,  by  the  original  seller,  shall  be  exempted  from  the  said  ad  vawrem 
duty,  and  be  charged  only  with  the  ordinary  duty  on  notarial  deeds  or  instru-  * 
ments  of  the  same  kind,  not  upon  sale. 

And  where  any  lands  or  other  property,  separately  contracted  to  be  purchased  of 
different  persons,  at  separate  and  distinct  prices,  shall  be  conveyed  to  the  pur- 
chaser, or  as  he  shall  direct,  in  and  by  one  and  the  same  deed  or  instrument ;  the 
duplicate  of  such  deed  or  instrument  shall  be  charged  with  the  said  cui  valorem 
duty,  in  respect  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  purchase  or  consideration  monies 
therein  mentioned  to  be  paid,  or  agreed  to  be  paid  for  the  same. 

And  where  any  lands  or  other  property,  shall  be  sold  and  conveyed,  in  consideration, 
wholly  or  in  part  of  any  sum  of  money  charged  thereon  by  way  of  mortgage,  or 
otherwise,  and  then  due  and  owiog  to  the  purchase,  or  shall  be  sold,  and  con- 
veyed, subject  to  any  mortgage,  bond,  or  other  debt,  or  to  any  gross  or  entire  sum 
of  money,  to  be  afterwards  paid  by  the  purchaser,  such  sum  of  money,  or  debt, 
shall  be  deemed  the  purchase  or  consideration  money,  or  part  of  the  purchase  or 
consideration  money  as  the  case  may  be,  in  respect  whereof  the  said  ad  valorem 
duty  is  to  be  paid. 

And  where  there  shall  be  several  deeds,  instruments,  or  writings,  for  completing  the 
title  to  the  property  sold  ;  such  of  them  as  are  not  liable  to  the  said  ad  valorem 
duty  shall  be  charged  with  the  duty  to  which  the  same  may  be  liable,  under  any 
general  or  particular  description  of  such  deeds,  instruments,  or  writings,  contained 
m  this  Schedule. 

And  where,  in  any  case  not  hereby  expressly  provided  for,  of  several  deeds,  instru- 
ments, or  writings,  a  doubt  shall  arise  which  is  the  principal,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  parties  to  determine  for  themselves  which  shall  be  so  deemed,  and  to  pay 
the  said  ad  valorem  duty  on  the  duplicate  thereof  accordingly. 

And  when  any  deed  or  instrument,  operating  as  a  conveyance  on  the  sale  of  any 
property,  shall  operate  also  as  a  conveyance  of  any  other  than  the  property  sold 
by  way  of  settlement,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  or  shall  also  contain  any  other 
matter  or  things,  besides  what  shall  be  incident  to  the  sale  and  conveyance  of  the 
property  sold,  or  relate  to  the  title  thereto,  the  duplicate  of  every  deed  or  instru- 
ment shall  be  charged,  in  addition  to  the  duty  to  which  it  shall  be  liable  as  a  con- 
veyance on  the  sale  of  property,  with  such  further  stamp  duty  as  any  separate 
deed  containing  the  other  matter,  would  have  been  chargeable  with. 

Exemptions  from  the  preceding  Stamp  Duties. 

All  leases,  and  mortgages;  all  transfers  or  assignments  thereof. 

Discharge,  for  money. — See  Receipt. 

Lease. — See  Bond. 

Letter  or  Power  of  Attorney  of  any  kind 0  10    0 

Substitution  or  surrogation  under  any  letter  of  attorney 0    5    0 

Exemptions  from  the  preceding  and  cdl  other  Stamp  Duties, 

Power  of  attorney  made  by  any  petty  officer,  seaman,  or  soldier,  or  by  the  execu- 
tors or  admistrators  of  any  such  person,  for  pay  or  prize  money. 

Letters  of  Venia  j^tatis  .         . 500' 

License  for  marriage  without  publication  of  banns 10^ 

License  to  be  taken  out  yearly  by  every  manufacturer  of,  or  dealer  in,  fire  arms       .  1     0    ^ 
License  to  be  taken  out  yearly  by  every  person  who  shall  use  or  possess  any  fire  arms 

for  every  gun  or  other  fire  arm 0    2    6 

Mortgage. — See  Bond. 

Notarial  Deeo  the  counterpart  or  duplicate  of  any  whatsoever  not  otherwise  charged  in 

this  Schedule,  nor  expressly  exempted  from  all  stamp  duty 0  15    0 

The  original  thereof .  . 0     2    0 

Notarial  copy  of,  or  extract  from,  any  deed  or  instrument  whatever      .         .         .016 

Exemptions  from  the  preceding  and  all  other  Stamp  Duties. 
All  wills,  testaments,  and  codicils,  whether  notarial  or  otherwise. 
Power  op  Attorney.— See  Letter  of  Attorney. 

Promissory  Note.— The  same  ad  valorem  duty  as  on  a  bill  of  exchange  of  the  like  amount* 

Exemptions  from  the  duties  on  Promissory  Notes. 

All  instruments  bearing  in  any  degree  the  form  or  style  of  promissory  notes,  but 

which  in  law  shall  be  deemed  special  agreements.     But  such  instruments  shall 

nevertheless  be  liable  to  the  duty  which  may  attach  thereon,  as  agreements,  or 


otherwise. 
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CRLOn.  Duty. 

—  £.   i.  d. 

Protest^  of  any  biU  of  mhangt  or  i^iomiMory  noieior  any  «ttini>f  money  not  <*ycfding 

£M   ,       ^        .        .        .        .        .        .        .010 

Exceatiiig  £  M  and  not    100  «        ,         ,        ,*        ..        «        •        .«        .020 

9)         100       ,9        600 ,«         «         .        .040 

*,         500 0    8   0 

Protest  of  any  other  kind    •         «         «^         •«         .^^.OSG 
Purchase  Deed. — See  Conveyance, 

Receipt  or  discharge  Kiven  for,  or  upon  the  payment  of  money 

Amounting  to  £2  and  not  exceeding  x5 0   0   2 

Exceeding         5  »»  10 0    0   3 

,,  10  ,,  20         ^         • 0    0   6 

20  .,  50 .010 

,,  50  ..,  100 0    16 

,♦  100  ,,  200 0    2   6 

,,  200  ,,  300 ..040 

,,  300  ,,  500 0    5    0 

500  ..  1,000 .076 

,,         1,000 0  10   0 

And  where  Any  sum  of  money  whatever  shall  be  therein  expressed  or  acknowledged 

to  be  received  in  full  of  aH  demands  .  •  •  .  .  •  •  •  0  10  0 
And  any  note;,  memorandum,  or  writing  whatsoever,  given  to  any  person  for  or  upon 
the  payment  of  money,  whereby  the  sum  of  money,  debt,  or  demand,  or  any  part 
of  any  debt  or  demand,  therein  speciBed,  and  amounting  to  21.  or  upwards,  shall 
be  expressed  or  acknowledged  to  have  been  paid,  settled,  balanced,  or  oUierwise 
discharged  or  satisfied,  or  which  shall  import  or  signify  any  such  acknowledgment, 
and  whether  the  same  shall  or  shall  not  be  signed  with  the  name  of  any  person, 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  receipt  for  a  sum  of  money,  of  equal  amount 
with  the  sum,  debt,  or  demand  so  expressed  or  acknowledged  to  have  been  paid, 
settled,  balanced,  or  otherwise  discharged  or  satisfied,  within  the  intent  and  mean- 
ing  of  this  Schedule,  and  shall  be  charged  with  a  duty  accordingly. 
And  any  receipt  or  discharge,  note,  memorandum,  or  writing  whatever,  given  to 
any  person  for  or  upon  the  payment  of  money,  which  shall  contain,  import,  or 
signify  any  general  acknowledgment  of  any  debt,  account,  claim,  or  demand,  ddits, 
accounts,  claims,  or  demands  whereof  the  amount  shall  not  be  therein  specified 
having  been  paid,  settled,  balanced,  or  otherwise  discharged  or  satisfied,  or  whereby 
any  sum  of  mpney  therein  mentioned,  shall  be  acknowledged  to  be  received  in 
fuU,  or  in  discharge,  or  satisfaction  of  any  such  debt,  account,  claim,  or  demand, 
debts,  accounts,  claims,  or  demands,  and  whether  the  same  shall  or  shall  not  be 
signed  with  the  name  of  any  person,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  receipt  for 
the  sum  of  1000/.  or  upwards,  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  ScbeMe, 
and  shall  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  10«.  accordinglv. 
And  all  receipts,  discharges,  and  acknowledgments  of  the  description  aforesaid, 
which  shall  be  given  for  or  upon  payments  made  by  or  with  any  bills  of  exchange, 
drafts,  promissory  , notes,  or  other  securities  for  money,  shall  be  deemed  imd 
taken  to  be  receipts  given  upon  the  payment  of  money,  within  the  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  Schedute. 

Exemptions  from  the  preceding  Duties  an  receipt. 

Keceipts  or  discharges  written  upon  promissory  notes,  bills  of  exchange^  drafts 
or  orders  for  the  payment  of  money,  duly  stamped  according  to  the  laws  in 
force  at  the  date  thereof;  or  upon  bills  of  exchange  drawn  out  of  bttt  payable 
in  this  island. 

Letters  by  the  general  post  acknowledging  the  safe  arrival  of  any  bills  of  exchange, 
promissory  notes,  or  other  securities  for  money. 

Aeceipts  or  discharges  eodorsed  or  o^rwise  written  upon  or  contained  in  any 
bond,  mortgage,  or  other  security,  or  any  conveyance,  deed,  or  instrument 
whatever,  duly  stamped  according  to  the  laws  in  force  at  the  date  thereof, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  consideration-money  therein  expressed,  or  the 
receipt  of  any  principal  money,  interest,  or  anamty  thereby  secured. 

Releases  or  discharges  for  money  by  deeds  dnly  stamped  according  to  the  laws  ua 
force  at  the  date  thereof. 

Receipts  or  discharges  for  the  return  of  any  duties  of  customs  upon  certificates  of 
over  entry. 

Receipts  or^discharges  given  by  or  to  any  Government  Agent  Fiscal  or  his  deputy 
or  officer,  or  other  public  officer  in  the  execution  of  his  office. 
Transfer. — See  Conveyance — Bond. 

Transfer  or  assignment  of  any  mortgage  to  which  the  mortgager  is  not  a  party ;  or 

where  he  is  a  party,  if  no  new  security  be  given,  or  no  additional  sum  be  advanced       10    0 
Provided  that  if  any  audi  traoaier  or  assignment  shall  be  executed  before  a  notary, 

the  above-mentioned  duty  shall  be  chargeable  on  the  duplicate  or  counterpart  of 

such  instrument,  instead  of  the  original  diereof. 

Warrant  to  act  as  a  Notary  Public      .         .        ' 5^0 

Exemptions* 

Where  a^y  person*  duly  admitted  a  notary  in  any  district  of  this  island  shall  be 
afterwards  admitted  a  notary  in  any  od^r  district,  the  subsequent  warrant  shall 
be  free  of  duty. 
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Exemptions  from  (he  preceding  ctnd  all  other  Slamp  DuHes. 

AH  inttntmcnts  exempted  from  the  payment  of  stamp  duties  by  virtue  of  the 
OxdiDaiioe  No.  4,  of  the  year  1833,  entitled,  **  For  the  protection  of  the  Ceylon 
Savings'  Bank  and  the  ftuod  thereby  established/' 

All  instruments  exempted  from  stamp  duty  by  the  Ordinance  No.  6,  of  1835, 
entitled,  '^  Ordinance  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Lawk  now  in  force  in  these 
Settlements  relating  to  Bankroptcy>  the  relief  of  Insolvent  Debtors,  and  Uie 
privilege  of  Cessio  Bonorum.^* 

Provided  that  where  any  instrument  hereinbefore  in  this  part  of  the  Schedule  spe-^ 
cified  (in  respect  of  which  special  provision  has  not  b^  already  made  in  tnat 
behalf)  shall  be  executed  or  acknowledged  before  a  notary  public,  the  stamp 
duty  hereby  chargeable  on  such  instrument,  shall  be  diargeable  on  the  dupU* 
cate  or  counterpart  thereof,  instead  of  on  the  original  instrument. 


CEYLON. 


Part  II. 
Containing  the  Duties  on  Law  Prockedings. 


In  the  Supreme  Court. 

Doty. 

1st  Class 

2nd  Class 

3rd  Class 

4th  Class 

Sthaass 

6th  Class 

7thCla» 

8th  Class 
£5000 

and 
upwards. 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

£10. 

£30. 

£75. 

£150. 

£500. 

£1000. 

£5000. 

In  CivU  Proceedi$tg$. 

£.    *.    d. 

£.    8,    d. 

£.    *.    d. 

£.   *.    d. 

£.    #.    d. 

£.   «.    A 

£.    I.   d. 

£.   *.    d. 

Everj 

r  AffidaYit  or  Affirmation      •     .\ 

,  > 

BillofGotU 

}  9 

Bond  of  Security  in  Appeal  to 
the  Queen  in  Council  or  other 

Bond  of  Recoeaizance    .     • 
Certificate  in  Appeal  to  the 

. 

9  9 

Queen  in  Council      •     .     . 

y  9 

Copy  (office  copy)  of  any  De- 
cree, Deposition,  Document, 
or  other  matter  of  record 

>  9 

Decree  or  Jud^rment,  or  Order 
havini;  the  effect  of  a  Decree 
or  Judgment,  interlocutory  or 
final 

Exemplification  under  the  Seal 
of  Court  of  any  record  or  pro- 

y 9 

0     1    6 

0    3    0 

0    4    0 

0    6    0 

0    9    0 

0  U    0 

0  U    0 

1    0   a 

ceeding  therein  •     .     •     . 
Exhibit  m  each  unstamped  do- 

9  > 

. 

cumoit     ...... 

9  9 

Injunction 

i> 

Mandate,  or  Writ  of  Mandamui 
Procedendo  and  Prohibition. 

9  9 

Order  of  Transferauce  .     .     . 

9  9 

Petition  of  Appeal  to  the  Judges 
collectiTely 

9  9 

Petitbu  to  the  Queen  in  Council 

99 

Proxy      •••»••. 

y  9 

RoU  Niti  or  AbMlul*  .     •     . 

9  9 

Summons 

9i 

Translation  of  any  exhibit 

Exemptions. 

All  affidavite  or  affirmations  for  verifying  service  of  process. 

AQ  mandates  in  the  nature  of  writs  of  ITabeas  Corpus^  and  all  rules  relating  thereto. 

Provided  alto  that  no  Queen's  Advocate  or  Deputy  Queen's  Advocate  suing  or  being  sued,  or  inter- 
fening  in  any  suit,  virtute  officii  ;  and  no  person  duly  admitted  to  sue  or  defend  as  a  pauper,  shall 
be  required  to  uae  any  stamps  in  civil  proceedings  in  the  Supreme  Court 
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In  the  Dutrict  Conrtt. 


•9f 


In  CivU  Proceedings, 

Every  Affidavit  or  Affirmation  ^  . 
, ,     Bail  Bond  or  other  Bond  or  Re- 
cognizance    •     •     •     • 

Bill  of  Costs.     •     .     •     • 

Certificate  in  Appeal    •     •  ^ 

Certificate  of  Quiet  Possession 

Commission  to  Examine  Wit- 
nesies,  to  Survey,  of  Refer- 
ence, and  all  other  Commis- 
sions     • 

Commitment  in  Mesne  Process 
or  in  Execution   •     •     •     • 

Decree  or  Judgment      .     •     • 

Edictile  Citation  for  Certificate 
of  quiet  possession  of  Land  . 

Exhibit  of  each  unstamped  do- 
cument     •     ••••• 

Injunction,  and  each  copy  or 
translation  thereof    •     .     . 

Libel,  Answer,  Replication,  De- 
murer, or  other  pleading      •  i 

List  of  Witnesses    •     • .    •     •  / 

Notice  of  Trial  or  Argument,  to 
hear  Judgment  of  the  Dis- 
trict or  the  Supreme  Court, 
to  be  Examined  viv&  voce, 
and  for  Judgment  by  Default 

Petition  of  Appeal  .     •     •     . 

Proxy 

Rule  Nisi  or  Absolute  .     .     . 

Sequestration,  and  each  notice 
and  translation  thereof  . 

Set  of  Interrogatories    •     • 

Subposna  to  a  Witness       • 

Summons  to  each  Defendant  or 
Intervenient  •     •     •     # 

Translation  of  esch  exhibit 

Warrant  of  Arrest  in  Mesne 
Process     •     •     •     •     . 

Warrant  of  Attachment  for 
Non-attendance  or  Contempt 

Writ  of  Execution  against  Per- 
son or  Property    ...     J 

Office  copy,  duly  certified,  of  air 
matter  of  record,  per  sheet  of 
120  words ^ 

Petition  to  the  Court  not  in- 
cluded in  the  foregoing  Table 


£.    «.   d. 


Duty. 


1st  Class 
under 
£10. 


2nd  Class 
under 
£30. 


£.   «.   d. 


0     1    6 


0    0    6 


0    0    9 


3rdClas 
under 


0    3    0 


4th  Class 
under 
£150. 


£.    «.    d. 


0    4    0 


5th  Class 
under 
£600. 


ethCUss 
under 
£1000. 


7th  Class 
under 
£6000. 


£.  «.!{.£.    «.   d£.    ff.   d. 


0    6    0 


0    0   9 
0    1    6 


0    1    0 
0    2    0 


0     1    6 
0    3    0 


0    9    0 


0    2   6 
0    4    6 


£.   t.  d. 


SthClsM 

£5000 

and 

npwsidi. 


£.  I.  <L 


0  12    0 


0    3    6 
0    6    0 


0  15   0 


1   0  0 


0    5   0 
0    7   6 


0   7  6 
0  10  0 


Poundage  at  the  rate  of  one  per  centum  on  all  monies  levied  in  execution,  either  by  sale  or  by  payment 
of  the  debtor  to  the  Fiscal  or  his  deputy,  although  the  creditor  becomes  purchaser  of  the  property 
sold  in  execution,  and  obtain  credit  for  the  purchase-money  in  reduction  of  the  amount  of  tl^nni 

SeempHans, 

All  affidavits  or  affirmations  for  yerifying  service  of  process ;  all  orders  for  the  release  or  discharge  of 
civil  prisoners ;  all  warrants  of  attachment  for  non-attendance  or  contempt  issued  by  the  Court  at  its 
own  instance. 

Provided  also  that  no  Queen's  Advocate  or  Deputy  Queen's  Advocate  suing  or  being  sued,  or  interveiung 
in  any  suit  virtute  officii ;  and  no  person  duly  admitted  to  sue  or  defend  as  a  pauper,  shall  be  required 
to  use  any  stamps  in  civil  proceedings  in  the  District  Court.  Provided  also  that  no  summons,  aub- 
poena,  warrant  of  arrest,  or  in  execution,  nor  any  other  citation  or  writ  whatsoever  which  has  once 
been  issued  out  of  the  Court  and  returned  by  the  officer  to  whom  it  was  directed,  shall,  on  any  pretext 
whatever,  be  re-issued,  unless  any  such  process  has  been  returned,  not  served  or  executed,  by  reaion 
that  the  party  could  not  be  found,  or  had  left  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court,  or  by  reason  that  no  pro- 
perty of  the  debtor,  or  none  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  exigency  of  any  writ  of  execution,  coula  be 
found. 

Provided  also  that  in  appeals  to  the  Supreme  Court,  the  appellant  shall  furnish  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
District  Court  the  proper  stamp  for  the  decree  or  cnrder  of  &e  Supreme  Court  which  may  be  made 
on  such  appeal. 
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.  In  iht  Cooitt  of  Reqoeitt. 


Bfury 


Affidavit  or  Afflnnation 

Bail  Bond  or  other  Bond  of  Rocogniaance. 

Commitmant 

Copy  (office -copy)  of  any  matter  of  record 
Bzbibit  of  each  unftamped  document  •  • 
Notice  of  Interlocutory  Judgment      •     • 

PetiUon  of  Review 

Subptena  to  each  Witneta  •  •  •  .  • 
Summons  to -a  Defendant  '•  .  •  •  • 
Trantlation  of  each  document  •  •  •  • 
Warrant  of  Arret t  in  Metne  Process   •     • 

Warrant  of  Attachment 

Warrant  of  Execution    •••«.•• 


Duty. 


1«t  Class, 
under  £2. 


2nd  Class, 
£5  and  under, 


£.    «.   d 


0    0    9 


*.    d. 


0    1     6 


CKYLON. 


Poundage  at  the  rate  of  one  per  centum  on  all  monies  levied  in  execution,  either  by  sale  or  by  payment 
of  the  debtor  to  the  Fiscal  or  hit  deputy,  although  the  creditor  becomes  purchaser  of  the 
property  sold  in  execution,  and  obtains  credit  for  the  purchase-money  in  reduction  of  the  amount  of 
the  writ 

JExemptions. 

All  affidavits  or  affirmations  for  verifying  service  of  process ;  all  warrants  of  attachment  issued  by  the 
Ck>urt  at  its  own  instance. 

Provided  also  that  no  Government  officer  suing  or  being  sued  in  his  official  capacity  shall  be  required 
to  use  any  stamps  in  any  Court  of  Requests. 

Provided  also  that  no  summons,  subpoena,  warrant  of  arrest,  or  in  execution,  nor  any  other  citation  or 
writ  whatsoever  which  has  once  be.en  issued  out  of  the  Court  and  returned  by  the  officer  to  whom  it 
was  directed,  shall,  on  any  pretext  whatever,  be  re-issued,  unless  any  such  process  has  been  returned 
not  served  or  executed,  by  reason  that  the  party  could  not  be  found,  or  had  left  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court,  or  by  reason  that  no  property  of  the  debtor,  or  none  sufl^ient  to  satisfy  the  exigency  of  any 
writ  of  execution,  could  be  found. 


Part  III. 

Conuining  the  Duties  in  Tbstambntary  Procbeoings,  on  Probates  of  Wills  and  Lbttbrs  of 

Administration. 

JhUff. 
£.    s.    d. 


99 
99 
99 
99 
99 


)  0    4    0 


Every  affidavit  or  affirmation     •         •  • 

account,  provisional  or  final      •         .         •         •         •         •         « 

bond «         .         •         « 

citation,  and  each  copy  or  translation  thereof  '      .         .         .         , 

commission  of  appraisement      •...••. 

copy  (office  copy)  of  any  will  or  codicil,  or  extract  therefrom,  or  of  any 

document  mentioned  in  this  part  of  the  Schedule,  not  exceeding 

120  words 

For  every  additional  120  words,  or  any  less  number  . 
„    inventory •        .         .         ., 

Probate  of  a  Will,  or  Letters  of  Administration,  where  the  property  and  estate  for  or  in  respect  of 
which  such  probate  or  letters  of  administration  shall  be  granted,  exclusive  of  what  the  deceased  shall 
have  been  possessed  of  or  entitled  to  (|s  a  trustee  for  any  other  person  or  persons  and  not  beneficially, 
shall  be — 


Under  the  vtiw  of  £20      . 

... 

Of  the  Yalue  of    20  and  under  the  value  of  £  50 

60 

100 

100 

200 

200 

,                   300 

800 

450 

450 

,                   600 

600 

800 

800 

,                1,000 

1,000 

,               1,600 

1,500 

2,000 

2,000 

3,000 

8,000 

,               4,000 

4,000 

5,000 

5,000 

6,000 

6,000 

7,000 

7,000 

8,000 

8,000                    ,, 

9,000 

9,000 

10,000 

10,000 

12,000 

12,000 

14,000 

14,000 

,             16,000 

16,000 

18,000 

18,000 

20,000 

20,000                     ,, 

25,000 

£.    s. 

d. 

0     2 

0 

0     5 

0 

0  iO 

0 

I  10 

0 

2  10 

0 

4    0 

0 

5  10 

0 

7  10 

0 

10    0 

0 

15    0 

0 

20     0 

0 

25     0 

0 

SO    0 

0 

40     0 

0 

50     0 

0 

60     0 

0 

70     0 

0 

80     0 

0 

90     0 

0 

100     0 

0 

110     0 

0 

ISO     0 

0 

150     0 

0 

170     0 

0 

190    0 

0 

N 
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Duty. 

£.      i.    d. 

£  25,000  and  under  the  value  of  £  30,000  .  .     210    0  0 

30,000                     ,,                     35,000  .  .     230    0  0 

35,000                     ,,                     40,000  .  .  .260    0  0 

40,000         ,,         45,000  .  •  300  0  0 

45,000         ,,         '5O;O0O  .  .  350  D  0 

50,000                    *,,                     60,000  .  .     400    0  0 

60,000                     ,,                     70,000  .  .     460    0  0 

70,000                     ,,                     80,000  .  .     d50    0  0 

80,000                     ,,      ^               90,060  .  .     650     0  0 

90.000                     ,,      •     •        100,000  .  .     750     0  0 

100,000  and  upwar48  ;.;...         .  .  .     850  .  0  0 

Passed  in  Council  the  Thiiiy-first  day  of  January  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred 
and  Forty-eight. 

•G;  C;  Talbot,  Acting  €lerk  to  the  Council. 
Published  by  Order  of  His  Excenency  the  Governor, 

J.  Emerson  Tbnubnt,  Colonial  Secretary. 


End.  2  in  No.  9.  Enclosure  2  in  Ko.  9. 

Report  of  a  Sob-Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council  appointed  to  report  upon  the 
Ordinance  "^  To  repeal  tb«  existing  Stamp  Duties,  and  to  impose  certain  other  Duties  m 
lieu  thereof." 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Legislaiwe  Council  held  at  the  Council  Boom  at  Colombo,  on 
Friday  y  the  Thirty -Jiret  day  of  December,  1847. 

The  Colonial  Secretary  moves  that  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  a  Sub-Com- 
mittee to  report  upon  the  Bill  "  To  repeal  the  existing  Stamp  Duties,  and  to  impose  certain 
other  Duties  in  lieu  thereof.*' 

The  Hon.  Sir  J.  Emerson  Tennent,  K.C.S.,  Colonial  Secretary. 

The  Hon.  H.  C.  Selby,  Esq.,  Acting  Queen's  Advocate. 

The  Hon.  C.  J.  MacCarthy,  Esq.,  Auditor-General. 

W.  C.  Gibson,  Esq.,  Acting  Government  Agent  for  the  Western  Province. 

J.  F.  GifiFening,  Esq.,         j 

.    G.Crabbe,Esq.,  Unofficial  Members. 

S.  £4uermanesmgam,  £iSq.J 
J.  Armitage,  Eijq.,    .         j         .         . 
Seconded  by  the 'Acting  Queen's  Advocate.  •  •  - 

Resolved  accordingly. 

REPORT.    * 

The  Sub-Committee  to  whom  the  Bill  for  revising  the  Stamp  duties  has  been  referred,  have 
but  few  observation?  to  make  w.ith  regard  to  its  provisions  generally.  These  seem  to,  thera,  as 
^  whole,  to  afford  all  that  protection  and  those  facilities  which  the  public  require ;  and  to  be. 
well  calculated  to  secure  the  Government  (so  far  as  legal  provisions  can  secure  it)  against  those' 
frauds  on  its  revenue  which  they  have  reason  to  know  have  been  very  extensively  practised 
hitherto. 

The  Sub-CommiHee  would  suggest  that  after  the  14th  clause  of  the  Ordinance,  clauses  26 
to  38  inclusive  riiould  be.inserted,  as  they  consider  suph  an. arrangement  of  the  ftections  more 
convenient  for  the  purposes  of  general  reference  than  the  present  They  also  recommend  that 
instead  of  the  words  •'  Government  Agent  or  Assistant  Government  Agent"  in  the  14th  and 
other  clauses,  the  words  should  be  "  Grovernment  officer  specially  authorized  for  that  purpose." 
They  make  this  recommendation  because  they  are  aware  that  other  public  officers  besides  those 
named  (for  instance  some  of  the  judicial  officers)  have  hitherto  been  entrusted,  in  certain  places, 
with  the  sale  of  stamps;  -and  they  do  not  consider  it  advisable  that  the  number  of  Government 
officers  employed  to  sell  Stamps  should  for  the  present  be  reduced. 

The  Sub-Committee  have  h&d  under  their  consideration  the  difficulties  to  which  parties  are 
occasionally  exposed  in  consequence  of  their  not  knowing  what  is  the  proper  stamp  duty  charge- 
able on  particular  instruments,  and  to  meet  cases  of  this  nature  the  Sub- Committee  would 
recommend  the  following*  proviso  at  the  end  of  the  26th  section  of  the  Ordinance,  viz. : — 

Provided  always  that  if  in  any  case  any  difference  shall  arise  between  any  such  notary  and  his 
employer  as  to  the  proper  stamp  duty  chargeable  on  any  instrument  whatever  to  be  executed, 
signed,  or  acknowledged,  before  such  notary,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  parties,  prior  to  the 
executing,  signing,  or  acknowledging  of  such  instrument,  to  submit  lo  the  District  Court  of  the 
district  within  which  such  notary  is  ficeused  to  practice,  a  petition  in  writing  signed  by  them, 
and  setting  forth  truly  and  distinctly  the  nature  and  grounds  of  such  difference,  and  having 
endorsed  thereon  the  certiGcate  of  some  practising  advocate  or  proctor  that  in  his  opinion  the 
question  at  bsue  betweetr  the  said  parties  is  one  on  which  doubts  may  be  reasonably  entertained, 
and  thereupon,  and  upon  the  hearing  of  the  petitioners,  or  their  cour^,  thereon,  the  said  Court 
shall  summarily  determine  the]  matter  of  such  difference;  and  the  said  petition  and  the  judg- 
ment thereon  shall  be  filed  of  record  ia  the  said  Court     And  if  the  facts  have  been  truly  set 
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forth  in  the  said  petition^  the  vaKdity  of  the  mstminent  wbkfc  shall  be  thereafter  exempted,  CETtON. 

signed,  or  acknowledged  before  such  notary,  in  conformity  with  the  decision  ukimately  pro* 

riouncMl  on  such  petition,  on  a  stamp  of  the  amount  named  in  sach  decision  as  the  proper  stamp 

dttty  chargeable  tliereon,  shall  not  afterwards  be  questioned,  nor  shall  any  such  instrument  be 

rejected  as  evidence  in  any  Court,  on  tlie  ground  that  the  stamp  on  which  the  same  has  been 

written  is  insufficient, 

SCHEDULE— Part  I. 
Admission  of  Advocates. 

The  Sub-Comnnttee  are  of  opinion  that  the  duty  hereon  ought  to  be  raised  to-  25/.  The  sum  of  7A  lOs. 
to  be  charged  on  the  admission  of  proctors  in  the  District  Courts  appears  to  them  fair  and  reasonable ; 
and  as,  in  addition  thereto,  proctors  will  be  required  to  takeout  an  annual  certificate,  the  Sub-Committee 
think  it  is  right  that  the  duty  on  the  admission  of  advocates  should  be  raised  to  the  sum -they  have 
suggested. 

Agreement. 

"With  regard  to  this  table,  the  Sub^Committce  reconmiend  that,  in  order  as  far  as  possible  to  preserve 
uniformity  throughout  the  Schedule,  the  duty  should  be  levied  on  sums  not  exceeding  certain  amounts^ 
instead  of  on  sums  under  a  given  amount  It  further  appears  to  them  desirable  that  a  single  rate  of 
duty  only  should  be  imposed  on  sums  exceeding  20/.  and  not  exceeding  50/.,  instead  of  one  rate  from 
20/.  to  30/.  and  a  second  from  30/.  to  50/. :  and  they  recommend  that  the  duty  on  sums  exceeding  20/. 
and  not  exceeding  50/.  should  be  2s,  The  Sub-Committee  further  consider  that  where  an  agreement 
elceeds  3000/.  in  value,  a  progressive  ducy  of  1/.  ought  to  be  charged  on  every  additional  1000/.,  and 
any  fractional  part  thereof. 

BiU  of  Exchange. 

Alterations  of  a  similar  character  the  Sub-Committee  propose  in  this  table.  They  think  that  bills 
under  2/.  should  be  exempt  from  duty ;  and  that  on  sums  from  21.  and  nut  exceeding  5/.  the  rate  of 
duty  should  be  3c/.  They  would  likewise  suggest  but  one  rate  of  duty  on  sums  exceeding  20/.  and  not 
exceeding  50/.  and  exceeding  200/.  and  not  e.xceeding  500/. ;  and  where  the  amount  of  the  bill  exceeds 
3000/.,  a  progressive  duty  of  5*.  for  every  additional  1000/.  and  any  fractional  part  thereof.  The  Sub- 
Committee  would  here  observe  that  a  number  of  diflfercnt  rates  of  duty  on  the  same  description  of 
instrument  is  calculated  to  mislead  the  unwary,  and  they  have,  therefore,  been  desirous  of  making  the 
rates  as  few  as  possibit. 

Bm  of  Lading. 

The  Sub-Committee  are  informed  that  it  is  usual  with  the  European  merchants  in  this  island  to  draw 
bills  of  lading  in  sets  ;  and  it  appears  to  them  that  the  duty  on  a  bill  of  lading  ought,  thetefore,  to  be 
reduced  from  6rf.  to  3d. 

Certificates  hy  Proctors  and  Notaries. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Sub-Committee  the  contemplated  requirement  is,  in  principle,  unobjectionable. 
Looking,  however,  to  the  circumstances  of  the  colony,  they  think  that  the  amount  of  duty,  so  far  as 
relates  to  notaries,  is  too  high.  They  woaM  beg,  therefore,  to  submit  for  the  considemtion  of  the 
Committee  that,  instead  thereof,  the  certificate  to  be  taken  out  by  notaries  practising  in  Colombo, 
Kandy,  Galle,  Jaffna,  Trincomalie,  Caltura,  and  Mattura  should  be  on  a  stamp  of  1/.,  and  of  those 
practisiag  elsewhere  in  the  island  on  a  stamp  of  5^. 

Licences. 

The  Sub-Committee  would  remark  generally,  in  reference  to  the  licences  which  the  Ordinance  con- 
tesaphttea  being  taken  out  by  bankers,  auctioneers,  retail  i^pkeepers,  common  carriers,  boat-owners, 
and  the  owners  of  dogs  (and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the.  duty  on  the  admisuon  of  advocates  and 
proctors,  and  on  the  certificates  to  be  taken  out  by  the  latter  and  by  notaries),  that  legislative  provision 
will  hereafter  be  required — similar  to  that  already  made  in  regard  to  the  possessors  of  fire-arms — to 
compel  tha  parties  mentioned  to  take  eat  these  licence?,  and  to  define  who  the  persona  are  that  shall  be 
required  to  obtain  them.  The  present  Ordinance  does  no  more  than  fix  the  rate  of  duty  on  certain 
licences*  If  the  Legislature  hereafter  deems  it  expedient  to  require  the  persona  designated  to  take  out 
licences,  an  Ordinance  ^ill  be  requisite.  When  that  is  done,  the  licences  will  have  to  be  on  the  stamps 
now  fixed.  But  until  such  legislative  provision  has  been  made,  the  present  Ordinance,  in  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  such  licences,  will  not  take  effect ;  for  at  present  there  is  no  penalty  for  exercising  any  such 
calling  without  a  licence,  and  of  course  no  licence  will  be  taken.  In  giving  effect  to  these  provisions 
of  the  present  Ordinance,  it  will  be  for  the  Legislature  to  declare  to  whom,  and  with  what  exceptions, 
and  under  what  limitations,  they  shall  be  made  applicable*  For  example,  the  present  Ordinance  con- 
tains a  provision  that  retail  shopkeepers  in  certain  towns  shall  yearly  take  out  stamped  licences  of  a 
certain  amount.  Supposing  this  provision  to  have  become  part  of  the  law  of  the  colony,  an  Ordinance 
will  obviously  be  necessary  to  dedare  by  whom  these  licences  shall  be  granted,  and  what  they  shall 
contain ;  to  define  with  precision  what  dealers  shall  be  deemed  to  be  shopkeepers  so  as  to  require  them 
to  be  licensed ;  and  to  provide  the  penalty  on  persons  dealing  without  such  licence. 

With  one  exception  the  Sub-Committee  are  of  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  proposal  to  license 
shopkeepers  in  the  principal  towns ;  and  they  recommend  that  (in  addition  to  the  towns  named)  persons 
keeping  shops  at  Ratnapoora,  Calpentyn,  Pantura,  Matelle,  Kawellepittya,  Amb^amoa,  Kadooganawa, 
Ootooankande,  Bentotte,  Ballypittymodere,  and  Jayelle  should  likewise  be  required  to  take  out  a  lOs. 
/jcence.  At  the  same  time  the  Sub-Committee  gladly  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  suggest,  for 
the  serious  consideration  of  the  Grovernment,  whether,  in  any  Ordinance  which  may  be  brought  forward 
hereafter  on  this  subject,  it  will  not  be  most  desirable  to  exempt  from  its  operation  all  those  small 
dealers  who  keep  shops,  or  boutiques*  for  the  sale  exclusively  of  fruits^  vegetables,  fish,  and  other 
victuals ;  and  also  the  whole  class  of  very  small  general  dealers.  The  Sub-Committee  having  inci- 
dentally had  this  subject  under  their  consideration,  would  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  whether  the 
best  course  that  could  be  adopted  in  reference  to  this  matter  might  not  be  to  limit  the  operation  of  the 
Ordinance  imposing  a  licence  to  such  persons  as  occupy  shops  of  a  certain  annual  value  (tf  recital,  say  . 
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CETLON«  5/.    But  having  said  thus  much,  the  Sub-Cominittee  confidently  leave  the  matter  in  the  handa  of  the 

Government  and  of  the  L^slative  Council. 

The  further  alterations  the  Sub*Con^mittee  would  propose  under  the  head  of  Licences  are,  Ut,  that 
the  auctioneer'a  licence  shall  be  limited  to  persons  exercising  that  calling  in  the  towns  of  Colombo, 
Kandy,  Galle,  Jaffna,  and  Trincomalie;  2ndly,  that  the  duty  on  licences  to  be  taken  out  by  common 
carriers  should  be  (wluit  it  has  hitherto  been  in  Colombo)  6#.  instead  of  5#. ;  and,  3rdly,  that  owuen  of 
carriages  let  out  for  hire  (who  do  not  fall  under  the  designation  of  common  carriers)  should  be  required 
to  take  out  a  yearly  licence  on  a  stamp  of  1/. 

Notarial  Instruments, 

Under  this  head  the  Sub-Committee  recommend  the  insertion  of  a  duty  of  U.  6d.  on  all  Botaritl 
copies  of,  or  extracts  from,  any  deeds  or  instruments  whatever.  This  charge  was  hitherto  levied  under 
the  former  stamp  laws;  and  the  propriety  of  imposing  a  moderate  duty  upon  such  instruments  seemi 
to  be  undeniable. 

Warrant  to  act  as  a  Notary  Public, 

Considering  the  circumstances  of  the  colony,  and  the  want  of  notaries  in  many  parts  of  the  interior, 
the  Sub-Committee  think  that  5/.  will  be  a  sufficient  amount  of  duty  on  these  warrants. 

Part  II. 

The  only  alteratioa  which  the  Sub-Committee  have  to  suggest  in  the  tables  of  duties  on  law  pro- 
ceedings is  one  to  allow  writs  of  execution  against  property  to  be  re-issued  if  the  fiscal  has  not  suc- 
ceeded in  finding  any  property  of  the  debtor,  or  none  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  exigency  of  the  writ.  The 
Sub-Committee  think  that  so  long  as  the  writ  has  not  been  fully  satisfied,  the  creditor  ought  not  to  \t 
put  to  the  expense  of  issuing  a  new  writ. 

Part  III. 

The  Sub-Committee  have  no  alteration  to  suggest  in  this  part  of  the  Schedule* 
With  these  remarks  the  Sub-Committee  beg  to  recommend  the  Ordinance,  as  amended,  to  the 
favourable  consideration  of  the  Committee  and  the  adoption  of  the  Council. 

J.  Embrson  Tknnkkt,  J.  F.  Giffkkimg> 

H.  C.  Selby,  G.  Crabbe, 

C.  J.  MacCarthy,  S.  Edermanesingam. 

W.  C.  Gibson,  J.  Aemitagb. 


No.  10.  (No.  40.)  No.  10. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrwgton  to 

Earl  Grry, 

Pavilion,  Kandy,  February  11,  1848. 
My  Lord,  {Received  March  31,  1848.) 

In  forwarding  to  your  Lordship  the  enclosed  copy  of  an  extract  Jroni 
the  Minutes  of  the  Executive  Council,  dated  28th  January  last,  I  feel  it  my  > 
duty  to  add  my  cordial  support  to  the  recommendation  which  it  contains.  . 
The  object  of  the  Minute  is  to  point  out  that  the  probable  funds  at  the  disposal  j 
of  this  Government  on  the  31st  December,  1847,  had  decreased  in  amoun^.^ 
compared  with  those  at  its  disposal  on  the  31st  December,  1846,  by  the  sum 
of  45,000/. ;  that  the  probable  cash  balance  in  the  several  chests  within  the ; 
island  did  not  exceed  the  total  amount  of  Government  notes,  (including  the 
notes  on  hand),  and  that  debts  against  this  Government  still  remained  unpaid 
in  India ;  while  the  bills  which  will  be  drawn  in  the  present  year  in  repay- 
ment of  the  advances  to  the  Queen*s  troops,  will  probably  not  be  sufficient  to 
cover  the  expenditure  of  the  agent  in  London,  and  to  pay  off  the  existing  debts 
at  the  presidrades. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Council  unanimously  recommend  that  urgent 
application  should  be  made  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  at  least  a  partial 
relief,  by  the  suspension  of  the  annual  charge  of  24,000/.  for  the  military  con- 
tribution to  the  Queen's  chest,  which  the  colony  is  unable  to  bear. 

In  my  Despatch,  No.  101,  of  the  11th  September,  1847,  I  addressed  your 
Lordship  at  some  length  upon  this  subject,  and  I  feel  it  now  to  be  my  positive 
duty  to  state,  that  further  inquiry  has  only  served  to  convince  me,  that  the 
supposed  flourishing  state  of  the  finances,  and  the  imaginary  existence  of  a 
considerable  balance  which  led  in  the  year  1836  to  the  imposition  of  this 
charge  upon  the  colony,  were  founded  upon  inadequate  grounds,  the  fallacious- 
ness of  which  have  since  been  amply  established.  The  surplus  of  50,000i 
which  was  reported  by  Sir  Robert  Horton  (in  his  Despatch,  No.  39.  23rd 
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Jamiary,  1837,)  to  be  lying  in  the  Goyerament  chests  at  the  end  of  thefinmcial  cwi^n^ 
year  1836,  would  have  been  converted  into  a  deficiency,  had  the  actual  debt 
on  Government  notes,  amounting  to  87,000/.,  been  taken  into  account*  More- 
over, a  temporary  increase  to  the  funds  in  hand  had  been  made  by  the  pro- 
dactive  pearl  fisheries  in  two  successive  years,  and  by  the  sale  of  arrears  of 
cinnamon  which  had  accumulated  in  London  during  a  long  period.  In  reality 
the  revenue  from  other  sources  than  cinnamon  had  decreased  by  not  less  than 
34,000/.  in  the  single  year  of  1836.  A  heavy  charge  still  remained  to  be  in- 
curred for  the  construction  of  barracks  for  the  troops,  while  the  roads  and 
public  buildings  were  left  much  neglected. 

The  colony  appears  to  have  laboured  under  serious  disadvantages  since  the 
payment  of  the  24,000/.  a-year  was  imposed ;  and  had  not  the  sudden  demand 
for  cofiee  lands  in  1841  enabled  it  to  realize  considerable  funds  from  the  ter- 
ritorial revenue,  there  is  too  much  reason  lo  believe,  that  the  income  would 
not  have  equalled  the  necessary  expenditure,  calculated  upon  the  lowest  scale. 
Since  the  raising  of  the  upset  price  of  land  to  U.  an  acre,  concomitantly  with 
the  diminished  prospects  of  advantageous  investment  of  capital  in  cofiee 
estate^  the  revenue  derived  from  sales  of  land  has  been  reduced  to  a  com- 
paratively trifiing  amount  The  pearl  fishery  has  been  for  several  years 
entirely  lost,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  near  prospect  of  its  revival. 

I  confess  that  I  look  with  much  anxiety  to  at  least  the  temporary  remission 
of  this  military  contribution,  to  enable  me  to  effect  such  necessary  improve- 
ments as  the  circumstances  of  the  colony  seem  to  require,  and  which  are  in 
harmony  with  the  state  of  transition  through  which,  at  present  it  appears  to  be 
passing.  I  know  of  no  other  important  reduction  in  the  military  expenditure 
which  prudence  and  justice  equally  induce  me  to  recommend.  I  would  only 
beg  leave  to  remind  your  Lordship,  that  besides  this  particular  item  of  military 
expenditure,  the  colony  is  charged  with  nearly  50,000/.  per  annum  for  other 
military  purposes,  in  addition  to  the  military  pensions  which  equalnearly 
4000/.  more. 

I  might  further  b^  to  invite  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Sir  William  Colebrooke  in  his  letter  to  Lord  John  Russell  of  the  31st 
December,  1840,  in  favour  of  the  remission  (at  all  events  temporarily)  of  the 
payment  to  which  I  allude.     My  predecessors,  Mr.  Stewart  Mackenzie  and  pJSbJ^^  la^'i^i!^ 
Sir  Colin  Campbell  dwelt,  with  much  earnestness,  upon  the  impediment  to  Despatch  nLs  of 
the  real  welfare  and  improvement  of  the  colony,  which  was  offered  by  the  November  22,1811. 
impoverished  state  of  the  public  chest,  produced,  in  a  measure,  by  the  contri- 
bution.    The  remonstrance  of  the  unofficial  members  of  the  Legislative  Council 
was  formerly  transmitted  by  my  immediate  predecessor,  and  I  feel  it  my  duty 
in  forwarding  to  your  Lordship  the  accompanying  Minute*  of  the  Executive 
Cduncil,  to  request  your  Lordship's  most  serious  attention  to  the  subject  of  it, 
and  to  support  it  with  my  recommendation,  which  I  should  be  the  last  to  offer 
upon  such  a  subject  did  I  not  deem  it  essentially  necessary  for  the  continued 
advancement  of  the  colony. 

I  have,  &C., 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&C.         &c.         &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  ID.  EncL  in  No.  10^ 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Executive  Council  held  at  the  Council  Room  at 
Colombo,  on  Friday  the  28lh  day  of  January.  1848. 

Present : — 

His  Excellency  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrikgton. 
The  Hon.  Major- General  W.  Smelt,  C.B. 
The  Hon.  Sir  J.  Emmerson  Tknnent,  K.C.S 
The  Hon.  H.  C.  Selbv,  Esq. 
The  Hon.  P.  E..  Wodehouse,  Esq. 

The  acting  treasurer  brings  to  the  notice  of  the  Governor  and  the  Council,  that  there 
is  reason  to  suppose,  so  far  as  an  opinion  can  at  present  be  formed  from  such  accounts  as  have 
already  been  received,  that  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Go^wnment,  on  the  31st  December, 
1847>  were  less  than  those  at  their  disposal  on  the  31st  December,  1846,  to  the  amount  of 
about  45,000/. 
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CITMK  Ha  ako  submits  the  following  facts,  from  wfaioh  he  has  been  led  to  that  concloaioii : — 

£. 

The  debts   of  the  colony  in   India   have  increased 

by  .  .  .  •  .  .       18,64fi 

The  credit  in  aceouat  with  the  Lordaof  the  Treasury 

for  the  pay  of  the  troc|)6  is  leas  l^  •  •         6,415 

The  salaries  paid  in  advance  in  1846  and  not  so  paid 

in  1847  are  about  ....         7,000 

Drafts  were  drawn  by  the  Government  Agent  in  Kandy, 

on  the  31st  December,  for  traiwfer  of  depositsi,  to  be 

cashed  in  1848,  to  the  amount  of  •  •  •         3>000 

The  credit  with  the  ageat  in  London  is  probably  less 

by        .  .  .  .  •  .         8,000 

And  the  cash  in  the  several  cash  chests  is  less  by 

about    ......         2,000 


£45,057 


The  treasurer  informs  the  Council,  in  addition,  that  the  balance  of  cash  in  the  sevaral  cask 
chests  on  the  31st  December,  1847^  did  not,  in  all  probability^  exceed  85>000/.,  includiiigthe 
Government  notes  in  hand. 

The  Governor  and  Council  cannot  but  view  this  stateaient  with  considerable  uneaaness. 
It  is  clear  that  the  bills  which  the  Governor  will  be  empowered  to  draw  in  tbe  course  of  the 
year,  in  repayment  of  the  advances  to  the  troops,  will  not  be  sufficient,  after  deduction  of  the 
annual  payment  of  24,000/.,  to  provide  for  the  expenditure  of  the  agent  for  the  colony  is 
London,  and  to  pay  oflT  the  existing  debt  in  India,  much  less  will  they  be  sufficient  to  meet  the 
further  supplies  of  specie  which  will  be  required  from  India. 

The  Grovemor  and  Council  are  unprepared  at  sudi  short  notice  to  say  what  steps  should 
be  taken  generaily  for  encountering  such  serious  difficulties ;  but  they  can  have  no  hesitation 
in  making  the  most  urgent  application  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  a  partial  but  im- 
mediate relief,  by  the  suspension  of  the  annual  charge  for  military  purposes  of  24,000/.  They 
will  give  their  immediate  and  best  attention  to  this  all  important  matter,  but  they  earnestly 
hope  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  see  the  absolute  necessity  for  acceding  to  their 
present  recommendation. 

A  true  extract 

Gkraxd  Talbot, 
Acting  Clerk  to  the  CooBciL 


No.  11. 


(No.  62.)  No.  11. 


m^b^sab:  2^^'        Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hoa.  Viscoimt  ToBRHUiTON  U> 

p.  328. '  '  Earl  G££Y. 

Pavilion,  Kaady,  March  7,  1848, 
My  Lord,  (Received  May  1,  1848.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  Ordinance^  No.  3, 
of  1848,  which  was  passed  in  Council  on  the  31st  day  of  January  last,  and 
which  makes  provision  "  For  the  registration  of  carriages  and  boats  used  for 
*^  the  conveyance  of  goods  and  passengers  for  hire ;  and  for  declaring  the  rights 
"  and  liabilities  of  the  ownM-s  thereof.'*  The  largely  increased  and  daily 
increasing  traffic  throughout  the  island,  and  the  inadequacy  of  the  enactments 
hitherto  in  force  for  the  regulation  of  that  traffic,  and  for  ensuring  a  proper 
control  over  and  defining  the  responsibility  of  parties  concerned  in  the  trans- 
port of  goods  and  passengers,  rendered  a  new  law  upon  the  subject  highly 
desirable. 

The  previous  enactments  were  only  partial  in  their  operation,  the  present 
Ordinance  is  general  in  its  application  to  all  parts  of  the  island.  Henceforth 
all  carriages  and  boats  of  every  description  used  for  hire  must  be  licensed  and 
registered,  and  for  every  such  yearly  license  which  is  to  be  given  upon  stamped 
paper  a  charge  of  6^.  will  be  made. 

The  declaration  of  ownership,  which,  according  to  the  third  clause,  must  be 
made  before  a  licence  can  be  granted,  the  liability  of  every  owner  to  be  sued 
by  his  or  their  names  only  which  is  provided  by  the  13th  clause,  and  his 
liability  to  answer  for  loss  or  injury  to  any  goods  arising  from  theft  or  frau- 
dulent conduct  of  any  of  his  servants,  which  is  provided  for  by  the  16th 
clause,  will,  it  is  hoped,  tend  materially  to  protect  the  public  against  the 
frauds  and  impositions  which  have  long  been  practised  upon  them,  and  must 
be  calculated  to  render  the  masters  in  all  respects  more  circumspect  as  to  ihe 
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description  of  persons  they  admit  into  their  employ.  At  the  same  time  -CJawMMf. 
adequate  protection  is  afforded  to  the  owners,  by  the  9th  clause,  against 
their  bein^  made  liable  for  the  loss  of  certain  articles  exceeding  the  value 
of  5/^  unless  the  value  of  such  articles  shall  have  been  declared  and  an 
inereaae  charge  paid  for  the  conveyance  of  the  same,  in  the  manner  provided 
for  in  the  10th  dause,  that  is  to  «ty,  according  to  a  scale  to  be  notified  and 
affixed  in  legible  characters  in  a  conspicuous  part  of  the  office  where  such 
goods  are  received. 

The  other  clauses  of  the  Ordinance  are  designed  to  provide  for  the  speedy 
delivery  of  goods  and  parcels,  after  the  arrival  of  them  at  their  plaice  of 
dertination,  and  for  regulating  the  hire  of  coolies,  &c.  The  Ordinance  will 
take  effect  from  the  let  of  April  next,  and  amongst  other  good  effects  which  I 
anticipate  from  its  operation,  I  may  be  permitted  to  mention,  that  an  addition 
to  our  revenue,  though  small,  has  not  been  lost  sight  ofl 

I  have  only  further  to  remark,  that  a  distinct  Ordinance  has  been  already 
prepared  and  will  shortly  be  laid  before  the  Legislative  Council,  "  for  regis- 
*'  tering  and  licensing  palaaquins  and  other  carriages  let  to  hire/  for  recrear 
lion,  &c^  and  which  will  th^fore  be  quite  distinct  in  its  operation  from  the 
Ordinance  whidi  I  have  now  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  Lordship's  appny?al 
and  the  confirmation  of  Her  Msyesty. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

kc.        &c.        &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  1 1 .  End.  in  No.  U . 

« 

Ordinance  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  with  the  Advice  and  Consent  of  the  Legislative 

Council  thereof. 

TORRINGTON. 

No.  3. 

For  the  Registration  of  Carriages  and  Boats  used  for  the  Conveyance  of  Goods  and 
Passengers  for  Hire ;  and  for  declaring  the  Rights  and  Liabilities  <rf  the  Owners 
thereof. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  laws  now  in  force  regarding  the  Preamble, 
licensing  of  carts  used  for  the  conveyance  of  goods  for  hire ;  and  to  make  further  and  other 
provision  for  the  registration  and  licensing  of  carriages  and  boats  of  every  description  used  for 
the  conveyance  of  goods  and  passengers  for  hire ;  and  to  declare  in  certain  respects  the  rights 
and  liabilities  of  the  owners  of  the  said  carriages  and  boats. 

1.  It  is  therefore  hereby  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Repeal  of  former 
the  Legislative  Council  thereof,  that  from  and  after  the  commencement  of  this  Ordinance,  the  Ordinance. 

8th  clause  of  the  Ordinance  No.  4  of  the  year  1834,  entitled,  "  To  Consolidate  and  Amend 
the  several  Regulations  relating  to  the  Assessment  Tax  on  Houses  and  the  Tax  on  licensed 
Bullock  Carts  m  Colombo  and  Point  de  Galle,  and  for  making  further  Provisions  as  to  the 
future  Management  and  Application  of  the  said  Taxes;"  the  2nd,  3rd,  4th,  5th,  and  6th 
clauses  of  the  Ordinance  No.  3  of  the  year  1835,  entitled,  "For  Altering,  Amending,  andf 
Explaining  the  Ordinance  No.  4  of  the  year  1834;**  and  the  3rd,  4th,  5th,  and  6th  clauses, 
and  so  much  of  the  2nd  clause  as  regards  the  registration  of  bullock  carts,  of  the  Ordinance 
No.  4  of  the  year  1840,  entitled,  "  For  the  Supply  of  Bullock  Carts  and  other  means  of 
Transport  required  for  Her  Majesty's  Forces  and  their  Baggage  on  Marches  in  this  Colony;** 
shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed,  except  as  to  the  repeal  thereby  of  any  former  law^ 
regulation,  or  ordinance ;  and  except  as  to  any  fines  or  penalties  thereby  imposed,  or  as  td  any 
om)nces  which  may  have  been  committed  against  the  same.  Provided,  however,  that  in  so  Proviso, 
far  as  the  aforesaid  provisions  of  the  Ordinances  above  mentioned  relate  to  bullock  carts 
for  which  licences  shall  have  been  granted  for  the  year  1848,  before  this  Ordinance  shall 
come  into  operation,  the  same  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  expiration  of  the  said  year. 

2.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  no  carriage  shall  be  used  on  land  at  any  place  within  this  Carriages  and  boats 
island,  and  that  no  boat  shall  be  used  on  any  river,  lake,  or  canal  within  the  same  for  the  to  be  registered  and 
conveyance  for  hire  as  a  public  business  of  the  goods  of  any  persons,  or  for  the  like  con*  licensed, 
veyance  of  any  passengers,  unless  the  owner  of  such  carriage  or  boat  shall   have  had  the 

same  registered  in  manner  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  shall  have  obtained  a  licence  for  the 

same  from  the  Government  Agent  of  the   province   in  which  such  owner  resides,  or  from 

some  Assistant  Government  Agent  thereof.      And  every  such   licence  shall  be  on  a  stamp 

of  6^.,  and  shall  be  in  force  until  the  31st  day  of  December  of  the  year  in  or  for  whidi 

the  same  shall  be  granted,  and  no  longer ;  and  shall  be  as  near  as  is  material  in  the  form 

in  the  schedule   hereunto  annexed,  marked  A .     And  the  said  licences  shall  be  numbered 

consecutively,  commencing  at  the  beginning  of  every  year  with  the  number  one.     Provided  .     , 

always  that  no  owner  of  any  bullock  cart  for  which  a  licence  for  the  year  1948  shall  have 

been  granted  before  this  Ordinance  shall  come  into  operation  shall  be  reqxiired  to  register 

such  bullock  cart,  or  obtain   the  licence   hereby  required,  until  the   period   for  which   the" 
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Deeltratkm  of 
ownership  to  be 
nmde  before  lieence 
is  granted. 


A  plate  to  be  affixed 
to  licensed  car- 
riages, &c. 


Licences  to  be 
registered. 


Penalty  for  letting 
unlieensed  car- 
riages, &c. 


Penalty  for  false 
declaration,  forgery 
of  licence,  kc 


Owners  of  licensed 
carnages  to  be 
deemed  conmon 
carriers. 

Not  liable  for  loss 
of  certain  goods 
above  fire  pounds 
unless  delivered  as 
such. 


^aid  first-mentioned  licence  was  granted  shall  have  expired ;  anything  herein  contained  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

3.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  no  licence  shall  be  granted  as  aforesaid  until  a  decla- 
ration of  ownership  shall  have  been  made  and  subscribed  before  the  said  Government  Aeent 
or  Assistant  Government  Agent  by  the  owner  of  the  carriage  or  boat  to  be  registered ;  ^nidi 
declaration  shall  be  as  near  as  is  material  in  the  form  in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed^ 
marked  B.  Provided  always,  that  if  it  shall  become  necessary  to  license  any  carriage  or  boat 
belonging  to  any  corporate  body,  or  company  consisting  of  more  than  five  co-partners  and 
trading  under  a  deed  of  settlement  or  partnership,  such  declaration  shall  be  made  and  sub- 
scribed by  the  secretary  of .  such  corporate  body,  or  company,  or  other  person  acting  in 
such  capacity.  And  provided  also  that  if  by  reason  of  sickness,  or  absence  from  the  island, 
or  other  cause  any  such  owner  shall  he  unable  to  attend  before  such  Government  Agent  or 
Assistant  Government  Agent,  such  declaration  may  be  made  and  subscribed  by  the  Agent  of 
such  owner  duly  authorized  in  writing  to  make  and  subscribe  the  sanoie. 

4.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  at  the  time  when  any  such  carriage  or  boat  shall  be 
licensed  the  Government  Agent  or  Assistant  Government  Agent  granting  such  licence  shall 
issMe  to  the  owner  thereof  a  plate  on  which  shall  be  legibly  painted  or  marked  a  number  cor- 
responding with  the  number  of  such  carriage  or  boat  mentioned  in  the  licence  for  the  same, 
together  with/ figures  or  letters  denoting  the  year  in  which  such  licence  has  been  granted 
and  the  name  of  the  place  where  suen  licence  was  obtained.  And  the  said  plate  shall 
then  be  affixed  on  some  conspicuous  part  of  the  said  carriage  or  boat,  in  such  manner  that  the 
number  thereon  shall  be  at  all  times  plainly  and  distinctly  visible  and  legible,  and  shall  be 
kept  and  continued  so  affixed  during  the  continuance  of  such  licence :  and  the  owner  of  such 
carriage  or  boat  shall,  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  for  which  the  said  licence  shall  have  been 
granted,  or  on  his  ceasing  to  be  the  owner  thereof,  return  the  said  plate  to  the  Government 
Agent  or  Assistant  Government  Agent  from  whom  it  was  received. 

5.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  said  several  Government  Agents  and  Assistant  Govern- 
ment Agents  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  keep  a  book,  in  which  shall  be  registered 
all  the  particulars  stated  in  the  licences  granted  by  them ;  and  the  said  register  shall  be  kept 
as  near  as  is  material  according  to  the  form  in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed,  marked  C,  and 
every  entry  in  such  register  shall  be  numbered  in  acconlance  with  the  number  of  the  licence 
to  which  it  has  referemte.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person,  at  any  time  during 
oflSce  hours,  to  demand  inspection  of  the  said  register,  and  also  to  take  any  copy  or  extract 
therefrom. 

6.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  any  person  shall,  contrary  to  the  prov'isions  of  this 
Ordinance,  use,  or  permit  or  suffer  to  be  used,  any  carriage  or  boat  belonging  to  him,  for  the 
conveyance  for  hire  of  goods  or  of  passengers  for  which  a  licence  has  not  been  obtained 
as  aforesaid ;  or  after  the  expiration  of  the  period  mentioned  in  such  licence,  or  without 
haying  the  said  plate  affixed  as  aforesaid ;  or  if  he  shall  use  the  said  plate,  or  suffer  it 
to  remain  affixed  as  aforesaid,  after  the  period  for  which  it  was  given  shall  have  expired ; 
or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  deliver  up  such  plate  within  one  month  ader  the  expiration 
of  such  licence,  or  after  he  has  ceased  to  be  the  owner  of  such  carriage  or  boat;  or  if 
upon  being  thereunto  required  by  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Superintendent  of  Police,  or 
Police  Officer,  of  the  place  where  such  person  shall  reside,  any  such  person  shall  refuse 
or  neglect  within  a  reasonable  time  to  produce  the  licence  for  the  same  to  such  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  Superintendent  of  Police,  or  rolice  Officer ;  then  in  every  such  case  the  owner  of 
such  carriage  or  boat  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence,  and  liable,  on  conviction  thereof,  to  a  fine 
not  exceeding  51.  for  the  first  offence,  and  for  the  second  and  every  other  offence  to  a  fine  not 
exceeding  10/.;  and  the  said  carriage  or  boat,  and  every  ox,  horse,  or  other  animal  used  for 
drawing  the  same  shall,  in  every  such  case  of  a  second  or  subsequent  offence,  be  forfeited  to  the 
use  of  Her  Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  if  the  Court  before  which  such  conviction  shall 
take  place  shall  so  adjudge. 

7.  Provided  always  and  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  any  person  shall  wilfully  make  any 
false  declaration  to  any  of  the  matters  hereinbefore  required  to  be  verified  by  declaration ;  or 
if  any  person  shall  counterfeit,  alter,  falsify,  or  forge  any  licence,  or  tin  plate,  or  part  of  any 
licence  or  plate,  issued  under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance ;  or  if  any  person  shall  know- 
ingly and  without  law  fid  excuse  (the  proof  whereof  shall  lie  on  the  person  accused)  have  in  his 
possession  any  false,  forged,  or  counterfeit  licence  or  plate  resembling  or  intended  to  resemble, 
either  wholly  or  in  part,  any  licence  or  plate  which  at  any  time  whatever  hath  been  or  shall  or 
may  be  issued  or  used  under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance ;  then  and  in  every  such  case 
every  person  so  offending,  and  every  person  knowingly  and  wilfully  aiding,  abetting,  or  assist- 
ing any  person  in  committing  any  such  offence,  and  being  thereof  lawfully  convicted,  shall  be 
guilty  of  an  offence  and  shall  be  liable  to  be  imprisoned  with  or  without  hard  labour  for  any 
term  not  exceeding  five  years. 

8.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  owner  of  every  such  licensed  carriage  or  boat  used  for 
the  conveyance  of  goods  for  hire  shall  be  held  and  accounted  to  be  and  shall  incur  all  the 
duties  and  liabilities  of  a  common  carrier. 

9.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  further  enacted,  that  no  such  owner  shall  be  liable  for  the  loss 
of  or  injury  to  any  article  or  articles  of  property  of  the  descriptions  following;  (that  is  to  say)> 
gold  or  silver  coin  of  this  or  any  other  country,  or  any  gold  or  silver  in  a  manufactured  or 
unmanufactured  state,  or  any  precious  stones,  jewelry,  watches,  clocks,  or  time-pieces  of  any 
description,  trinkets,  bills  of  exchange,  orders,  notes  or  securities  for  payment  of  money, 
stamps,  maps,  writings,  title  deeds,  paintings,  engravings,  pictures,  gold  or  silver  plate  or 
plated  article,  glass,  cbina^  opium,  silks  in  a  manufactured  or  an  unmanufactured  state,  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OF  CEYLON.  97 

whether  or  not  wrought  up  into  other  materials  or  lace,  or  any  of  them  contained  in  any  parcel         CEYLON. 

or  package  which  shall  have  been  delivered  to  be  carried  for  hire  or  to.  accompany  the  person  ""*~^ 

of  any  passenger  when  the  value  of  such  article  or  articles  or  property  aforesaid  contained  in 

such  parcel  or  package  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  unless  at  the  tinie  of  delivery 

thereof  at  the  office,  warehouse,  or  receiving  hou^e  of  such  owner/ or  to  such  owner  or  to  his 

driver,  book-keeper,  coachman,  boatman,  or  other  servant,  for  the  purpose  of  being  carried 

or  of  accompanying  the  person  of  any  passenger  as  aforesaid,  the  value  and  nature  of  such 

article  or  articles  or  property  shall  have  been  declared  by  the  person  sending  or  delivering  the 

same  and  such  increasea  charge  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  or  an  engagement  to  pay  the  same, 

be  accej)ted  by  the  person  receiving  such  parcel  or  package. 

10.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  when  any  parcel  or  package  containing  any  of  the  Increased  rate  of 
articles  above  specified  shall  be  so  delivered,  and  its  value  and  contents  declared  as  aforesaid,  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 
and  such  value  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  carrier  to  ^ 

demand  and  receive  an  increased  rate  of  charge,  to  be  notified  by  some  notice  affixed  in  legible 
characters  in  some  public  and  conspicuous  part  of  the  office,  warehouse,  or  other  receiving 
house  where  such  parcels  or  packages  are  received  by  them  for  the  purpose  of  conveyance, 
staling  the  increased  rates  of  charge  required  to  be  paid  over  and  above  the  ordinary  rate  of 
carriage  as  a  compensation  for  the  greater  risk  and  care  to  be  taken  for  the  safe  conveyance  of 
such  valuable  articles ;  and  all  persons  sending  or  delivering  any  such  parcels  or  packages  at 
any  such  office  shall  be  bound  by  such  notice  without  further  proof  of  the  same  having  come 
to  their  knowledge. 

1 1.  And  it  is  Airther  enacted,  that  whenever  any  goods  shall  have  been  received  for  convey-  Carriers  to  give 
ance  by  any  such  licensed  carriage  or  boat,  whether  the  same  be  such  goods  as  are  mentioned  ''^®*P^« 

in  the  9th  clause  of  this  Ordinance  or  other  goods,  the  person  receiving  the  same  for  carriage 

on  hire  shall,  if  thereto  required  when  the  rate  of  charge  shall  have  been  paid,  or  an  engage- 

ment  to  pay  the  same  shall  have  been  accepted,  sign  a  receipt  for  the  said  goods ;  and  if  such 

receipt  shall  not  be  given  when  required,  the  carrier  in  addition  to  any  other  penalty  or  Penalty  in  case  of 

liability  which  he  may  incur  by  such  refusal  shall  not  have  or  be  entitled  to  any  benefit  or  n^sl®<^^- 

advantage  under  the  9lh  clause  of  this  Ordinance,  and,  shall  also  be  liable  to  refund  any 

increased  rate  of  charge  he  may  have  received  in  respect  of  the  goods  specified  therein. 

12.  Provided  always,  that  no  public  notice  or  declaration  by  the  owner  of  any  such  licensed  Publication  of 
carriage  or  boat  shall  be  deemed  or  construed  to  limit,  or  in  anywise  affect  his  liability  as  a  J!°|j?j?  "P^  ^^  ^*™\' 
common  carrier  as  aforesaid,  for  or  in  respect  of  any  articles  or  goods  to  be  carried  and  of  other  goods! 
conveyed  by  him  ;  but  that  all  and  every  such  owners  shall  be  liable  to  answer  for  the  loss  of 

or  any  injury  to  any  articles  and  goods  in  respect  whereof  they  may  not  be  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  the  9th  clause  of  this  Ordinance,  any  public  notice  or  declaration  by  them  made 
and  given,  in  anywise  limiting  such  liability,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

13.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  any  one  or  more  of  the  owners  of  any  such  licensed  Any  owner  may  be 
Carriage  or  boat  shall  be  liable  to  be  sued  by  his,  or  their  name  or  names  only;  and  that  no  Bued. 

action  or  suit  commenced  to  recover  damages  for  loss  or  injury  to  any  parcel,  package,  or 
person  shall  abate  for  the  want  of  joining  any  co-proprietor  or  copartner  in  such  carriage  or 
boat. 

14.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  nothing  in  this  Ordinance  contained  shall  extend  or  be  Ordinance  not  to 
construed  to  annul  or  in  anywise  affect  any  special  contract  between  such  carrier  and  any  other  affect  contracts, 
party  for  the  conveyance  of  goods  and  merchandizes. 

15.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  where  any  such  goods  as  are  mentioned  in  the  9th  clause  Parties  entitled  fo 
of  this  Ordinance  shall  have  been  delivered  as  aforesaid,  and  the  value  and  contents  declared  as  damages  may  also 
aforesaid;  and  the  increased  rate  of  charge,  if  any,  paid,  and  such  goods  shall  have  been  lost  or  recover  extra 
damaged,  the  party  entitled  to  recover  damages  in  respect  of  such  loss  or  damage  shall  also  bo  ^^barges. 
entitled  to  recover  back  such  increased  charge  so  paid  as  aforesaid  in  addition  to  the  value  of 

such  goods. 

16.  Provided  also,  and  it  is  further  enacted,  that  nothing  in  the  9th  section  of  this  Ordinance  Owner  liable  for 
contained  shall  be  deemed  to  protect  the  owner  of  any  such  licensed  carriage  or  boat  from  thefts  committed 
liability  to  answer  for  loss  of  or  injury  to  any  goods  or  articles  whatsoever  arising  from  theft  oi*  ^^  ^***  servants,  &c. 
fraudulent  conduct  of  any  coachman,  driver,  book-keeper,  boatman,  or  other  person  or  senant 

in  his  employ  or  in  charge  of  any  such  carriage  or  boat ;  nor  to  protect  any  such  coachman, 

driver,  book-keeper,  boatman,  or  other  person  or  servant  from  liability  for  any  loss  or  injury 

occasioned  by  his  or  their  own  personal  neglect  or  misconduct. 

'    17.  Provided  also,  and  it  is  further  enacted,  that  no  such  carrier  shall  be  concluded  as  to  Owners  liable  to 

the  value  of  any  goods  whereof  the  value  shall  be  declared  in  pursuance  of  the  9th  clause  of  such  damagt^  only 

this  Ordinance,  but  he  shall  in  all  cases  be  entitled  to  require  from  the  party  suing  in  respect  ^  ^^^  proved. 

of  any  loss  or  injury,  proof  of  the  actual  value  of  the  said  goods  by  the  ordinary  legal 

evidence ;  and  such  carrier  shall  be  liable  to  such  damages  only  as  ^all  be  proved  as  aforesaid, 

not  exceeding  the  declared  value,  together  with  the  increased  charges  as  aforesaid. 

18.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  in  all  actions  brought  against  any  such  carrier  for  the  Money  may  be  paid 
loss  of  or  injury  to  any  goods  delivered  to  be  carried,  whether  the  value  of  such  goods  shall  into  court 
have  l>een  declared  or  not,   it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  defendant  or  defendants  to  pay  money 
into  Court  in  the  same  manner  and  with  the^ame  etFect  as  money  may  be  paid  into  Court  in 
any  other  action, 

'  19.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  every  box,  basket,  package,  parcel,  or  other  thing  Parcels  brought  by 
whatsoever,  not  exceeding  fifty  pounds  weight,  brought  to  any  coach-oflSce,  hotel,  warehouse,  coaches  to  be  deli- 
or  other  place,  by  any  licensed  carriage  drawn  by  horses  for  the  purpose  of  delivery  at  any  ^^^ed  within  six 

Elace  wichin  the  gravets  of  Colombo,  Kandy,  Galle,  or  Matura  (except  where  the  same  shall  "^^"• 
B  directed  to  be  left  till  called  for),  shall  be  delivered  according  to  the  direction  thereof 
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CBOON* 


Parcels  directed  to 
be  left  till  called  for. 


Warehouse  room. 


Proviso  for  parcels 
not  directed  to  be 
left  till  called  fbn 


Rates  of  Coolie  hire 
of  parcels  not 
exceeding  50  Ihs. 


Penalty  on  faking 
more  than  fhe 
above  rates. 


Goods  sent  by 
bullock  carts  and 
boats  to  be  deli- 
vered within 
twentj-four  hours. 

Proofoflioenceto 
be  on  the  accused* 


Informer's  share  of 
penalty. 


vntbin  six  hours  after  the  arrival  of  any  such  box,  basket,  package,  parcel,  or  other  thing,  at 
such  ooach-office,  hotel,  warehouse,  or  other  place,  unless  such  arrival  shall  be  between  the 
hours  of  five  in  the  evening  aikl  seven  in  toe  morniag,  and  in  that  case  every  such  deliveiy 
shall  be  made  within  six  hours  after  such  hour  in  the  morning;  and  in  default  thereof  the 
keeper  of  such  coach-office,  hotel,  warehouse,  or  other  place,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  evevy 
such  offence  any  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings. 

20.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  every  such  box,  basket,  package,  parcel,  or  other  thing 
brought  to  such  coach-office,  hotel,  warehouse,  or  other  plaoe  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be 
directed  to  be  left  till  called  for,  shall  upon  the  demand  of  the  person  properly  authorized  to 
receive  the  same  be  delivered  to  such  person  without  any  charge  or  demand  whatsoever,  other 
than  what  is  justly  due  for  the  carriage  thereof,  and  the  additional  sum  of  two-pence  for  the 
warehouse  room  thereof;  and  if  the  same  be  not  delivered  to  such  person  on  such  demand,  or 
any  charge  other  than  as  aforesaid  be  made  or  received  in  respect  thereof,  every  keeper  of 
such  eoach^office,  hotel,  warehouse,  or  other  plaoe,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offence 
any  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  shilUngs.  Provided  nevertheless,  that  if  such  box,  basket, 
package,  parcel,  or  other  thmg  so  directed  to  be  left  till  called  for,  be  not  sent  hr  from  such 
coach-office,  hotel,  warehouse,  or  other  place  before  the  end  of  one  week  after  the  same  is 
brought  to  such  coach-office,  betel,  warehouse,  or  other  place,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
keeper  of  such  coach-office,  hotel,  warehouse,  or  other  fiaoe,  to  charge  and  reoeii»  the  furdier 
sum  of  one  penny  for  the  warehouse  room  thereof,  and  so  in  like  manner  if  the  sane  be  wA 
sent  for  before  the  end  of  the  second  or  any  subsequent  week  to  charge  the  further  sum  of  one 
penny  weekly. 

21.  And  it  is  further  enacted^  that  if  any  such  box,  basket,  package,  parcel^  or  other  thing; 
brouglit  to  such  coadi-office,  hotel,  warehouse,  or  other  place  as  aforesaid,  which  is  not  directed 
to  be  left  till  called  for,  shall,  before  the  same  is  sent  £Dr  deUvery  from  such  ooach-offioe^ 
hotel,  warehouse,  or  other  place,  be  demanded  by  any  person  properly  authorised  to  recetie 
the  same,  such  box,  basket,  padcage,  parcel,  or  other  thii^,  shall  be  thereupon  delivered  to 
such  person  demanding  the  same ;  and  it  shall  in  such  osise  be  lawful  to  and  tor  tike  keeper  of 
such  coach-office,  hotel,  warehouse,  or  other  place,  to  charge  and  take  the  sum  justly  due  for 
the  carriage  thereof,  and  also  the  sum  of  two-pence  for  the  warehouse  room  thereof:  but  if  the 
same  be  not  delivered  to  such  person  on  such  demand,  or  any  charge  other  than  as  aforesaid 
be-  made  or  received  in  respect  thereof,  the  keeper  of  such  ooach-office,  hotel,  wardiouse,  or 
other  plaoe,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offence  any  sum  not  exceeding  tWMff 
shillings. 

22.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  keeper  of  any  coach^ffice,  hotel,  warehouse,  asd 
other  place  vvithin  the  gravets  of  Colombo,  Kandy,  Galle  or  Matura,  to  whom  any  box,  baskets 
package,  parcel,  or  other  thing  whatsoever  not  exoeeding  fifty  pounds  weight  is  brought  by 
any  licensed  carriage  dravim  by  horses ;  or  any  coolie  or  other  person  employed  by  the  keeper 
of  any  such  coach-office,  hotel,  warehouse,  or  other  place  as  aforesaid,  in  the  deUvery  of  any 
such  box,  basket,  package,  parcel,  or  other  thing  as  aforesaid,  within  the  gravets  of  any  of  the 
said  towns,  shall  be  entitled  to  ask,  demand,  rec^ve  and  take,  in  respect  of  such  dehvery,  the 
sums  hereinafter  mentioned ;  that  is  to  say. 

For  any  distance  net  exceeding  one  mile  the  sum  of  twopence. 

For  any  distance  exceeding  one  mile,  but  not  exceeding  two  miles,  the  sum  of  fourpence. 

For  any  distance  exceeding  two  miles,  but  not  exceeding  three  miles,  the  sum  of  sixpence ; 
and  so  in  like  manner,  the  additional  sum  of  twopence  for  every  further  distance  not  exceeding 
a  mile. 

23.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  any  coolie  or  other  person  employed  in  the  delivery 
of  such  boxes,  baskets,  packages,  parcels,  or  other  things  as  aforesaid  shall  ask,  or  demand, 
or  receive,  or  take  of  or  from  any  person  or  persons  in  respect  of  such  delivery  any  greater  sum 
or  sums  than  the  rates  or  prices  hereinbefore  fixed  in  that  behalf,  such  cooUe  or  other  person 
shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  shilling. 

24.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  all  goods  and  merdiandize  sent  by  any  licensed  carriage 
drawn  by  oxen,  or  by  any  licensed  boat,  for  the  purpose  of  delivery  at  any  place  within  this 
island,  shall,  in  the  absence  of  any  special  contract  to  the  contrary,  be  delivered  according  to 
the  direction  thereof  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  arrival  of  any  such  carriage  or  boat  at  the 
place  of  delivery,  and  in  default  thereof  the  owner  of  such  carriage  or  boat  shaU  forfeit  and  pay 
for  every  such  offence  any  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings. 

25.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  any  prosecution  or  proceeding  under  this  Ordinance 
any  question  shall  arise  as  to  whether  any  carriage  or  boat  1ms  been  i»ed  for  the  conveyanoe 
for  hire  as  a  public  business,  of  any  goods  without  a  licence;  or  as  to  whether  a  licence  has 
been  obtained  for  any  carriage  or  boat  within  the  meaning  thereof;  or  as  to  whether  any 
person  has  made  the  declaration  required  thereby ;  the  proof  that  such  goods  were  not  conveyed 
for  hire  by  the  owner  of  such  carriage  or  boat  as  bis  public  business  shall  be  upon  the  accused, 
and  it  shall  only  be  necessary  for  the  complainant  to  prove  that  goods  belonging  to  any  person 
other  than  the  owner  of  such  carriage  or  boat  have  been  conveyed  therein  ;  and  the  proof  that 
such  licence  has  been  obtained,  or  that  such  person  has  made  such  declaration,  shall  lie  on 
the  party  against  whom  such  prosecution  or  proceeding  shall  be  had:  provided  that  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Court  to  award  a  reasonable  sum  in  lieu  of  costs  to  the  accused  against  any 
person  who  may  have  made  a  vexatious  complaint ;  and  such  sum  shall  be  recovered  in  like 
manner  as  any  fine  imposed  under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance. 

26.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  one-half  of  all  the  fines  actually  recovered  and  realized 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance  shall  go  to  our  Lady  the  Queen,  and  the  other  half  to 
the  informer. 
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27«  And  it  i»  further  enacted,  that  no  posecution  shall  be  instituted  in  a  police  court  against         GBYLOIT. 
any  person  for  any  oS&ace  committed  against  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance  unless  Tjin'tatr"^f 
the  same  shall  be  commenced  within  one  calendar  month  from  the  time  of  the  commission  of  prosecution. 
such  ofieuce. 

28.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  in  the  construction  of  this  Ordinance  the  words  *'  Car- 
riage or  boat"  shall  be  deemed  and  construed  to  include  every  description  of  conveyance  used 
either  on  land  or  water  for  the  transport  of  goods  or  passengers  or  both ;  and  that  all  wordi 
importing  the  singular  number  or  the  masculine  gender  only  shall  be  understood  to  indo^ 
semal  matters  as  well  as  one  matter,  and  several  persons  as  well  as  one  person,  and  females 

9^  well  as  males^  and  bodies  corporate  as  well  as  individuals ;  unless  it  be  otherwise  specially  ^^ni«ncement  ol 
provided,  or  there  be  something  in  the  subject  or  context  repugnant  to  such  construction.  ^' 

29.  And  it  is  further  enact^,  that  this  Ordinance  shall  commence  and  take  effect  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  April,  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight. 


SCHEDULE. 

(A.) 

Nember  149.  Golembo,  the  day  of  184  . 

Whereas  A.  B.  of  Galkisse,  in  the  district  of  Colombo  (  CD,  of  in  the  district  of 

^o   Sfc.)  in  pursuance  of  the  Ordinance  No.  of  the  year  has   (or  have)  made  and 

subscribed  the  declaration  thereby  required,  and  has  (or  have)  declared  that  he  is  the  sole  owner 
(or  thiU  ibey  are  the  joint  ownen)  of  the  Bandy  (or  other  description  of  carriage  or  boat,  as  the  case 
may  be)  marked  and  registered  number  149  ,  license  is  hereby  granted  unto  the  said  A.  B. 
(or  A,  B.^  C  D,y  Sfc.)  to  convey  foods  (or  passengers  or  goods  and  passengers)  therein  for  hire 
from  the  date  hereof  until  the  Slst  day  of  December,  184  . 

Given  under  my  hand  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

(Signed) 

Government  Agent. 


Number  149. 


B.) 


I,  A.  B.  do  truly  declare  that  I  reside  at  Galkisse  in  the  <iUstrict  of  Colombo,  and  that  I  am  the  sole 
owiier  of  the  Bandy  (or  other  carriage  or  boat)  which  I  have  applied  to  be  registered  at  the  Colombo 
Gutcherry,  and  which  has  been  regjlstered  number  149  . 

Declared  at  Colombo  the  day  of  184  . 

(Signed)  A.  B. 

Before  me 
CSigned) 

Government  Agent. 


(C.) 


Rbgisvee  of  Carrier's  Liceaoes  for  the  Western  Province. 

Number 

of 
licence. 

Date 

of 

Licence* 

of  Owner. 

Deecription  of  Cairiagfs 
or  Boat 

Wbcthcr  for  Goods 

Passed  in  Council  the  Thirty-first  day  of  January,  One  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-eigbt. 

G.  C.  Talbot,  Acting  Clerk  to  the  Council 

Published  by  order  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 

J.  Ebiersok  Tennent,  Cohuiial  Secretary. 


(No.  80.)  No.  12.  No.  12. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  tiie  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to      Answered  by  Nos. 

Earl  Grey.  252, 25^3.^ July  1 7, 

Queen's  House,  Colombo,      ^*^*      ' 
AprU  14,  1848. 
My  Lord,  {Received  May  29,  1848.) 

The  state  of  the  financial  prospects  of  the  colony  has  already  formed  N^2Mune8,i847, 
the  subject  of  the  several  Despatches  enumerated  in  the  margin,  which  I  have  wo.47.'juiy8,i847. 
had  the  honour  of  addressing  to  your  Lordship.  I  have  also  taken  advantage  of  {Ifl^j^g  j^^^  jj 

O    2  1847,  p/ 17. 
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CEJLOW  other  opportunities  of  casually  recalling  your  Lordship's  attention  to  a  much 
less  flourishing  condition  of  our  finances  than  I  had  previously  been  led  to  anti- 
cipate. The  revenue  has,  for  two  or  three  years  past,  Mien  considerably  short 
of  the  expenditure,  although  many  public  works  of  importance  have  been 
postponed,  or  imperfectly  carried  out,  owing  to  the  want  of  adequate  funds.  I 
have  already  had  occasion  to  notice  the  almost  total  cessation  of  the  revenue 
derived  from  the  sales  of  public  lands. 

On  reviewing  carefully  the  state  and  prospects  of  the  colony  in  the  Executive 
Council,  many  interesting  discussions  have  taken  place  within  the  last  few 
weeks.     The  question  of  a  loan  even  has  been  anxiously  considered. 

Sir  Emerson  Tennent  proposed  a  resolution,  to  the  effect  that  a  loan  might 
be  advantageously  raised,  in  order  to  furnish  the  means  for  extending  our  in* 

} ternal  conmiunication.    I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  resolution;  but  it  is  right  that 

"  "  I  should  add,  that  I  did  not  concur  in  the  view  which  is  taken  in  it,  nor  has  it 

received  altogether  the  assent  of  the  Council. 

The  acting  Auditor-General  then  laid  on  the  table  a  statement  aridng  out  of 
the  consideration  of  the  proposal  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  to  which  I  also  beg 

2, to  draw,  your  Lordship's  attention.     It  appears  to  me  to  advocate  the  raising  of 

a  loan  for  the  general  service  of  the  colony,  to  enable  it  to  pay  its  debts,  and 
have  specie  in  hand  sufficient  to  relieve  the  Government  from  all  immediate 
chance  of  difficulty. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  confess  that  I  have  myself  felt  extreme  reluctance  to 
burthen  the  colony  with  such  a  heavy  weight  as  that  of  a  loan  to  be  raised  in 
the  public  money  market  of  India,  the  entire  repayment  of  which  must  at  best 
be  remote,  and  the  charge  for  the  interest  of  which,  in  the  interim,  must  be 
felt  as  a  very  serious  incimibrance  to  the  colony. 

I  therefore  laid  a  Minute  upon  the  table  of  the  Executive  Council,  which 

3^ embodied  my  views  upon  the  subject    I  would  beg  to  request  your  Lordship  s 

especial  attention  to  the  subject  of  it. 

While  I  candidly  admit  that  some  assistance  is  indispensable,  to  enable  the 
colony  to  meet  the  immediate  pressure  of  its  difficulties,  I  incline  to  think  that 
I  should  be  more  justified  in  asking  for  some  temporary  relief  from  the  Lords 
of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  in  the  shape  of  an  advance  on  account  of  the  future 
payment  of  the  Queen's  troops,  and  also  for  a  remission  of  the  payment  of  the 
24,000^.  a-year  into  the  Queen  s  chest,  than  to  go  before  the  world  as  a  bor- 
rower of  money  in  the  Indian  market,  to  enable  the  colony,  by  increasing  its 
prospective  burthens,  to  relieve  itself  only  temporarily  of  its  difficulties.  I  have 
that  confidence  in  the  elasticity  of  our  finances,  and  in  the  soundness  of  the 
measures  already  adopted,  and  shortly  to  be  brought  into  operation,  for 
increasing  our  resources,  that  I  feel  persuaded  that  we  should  be  enabled  gra^ 
dually  to  repay  any  moderate  advance  made  to  us,  without  interest,  by  the 
Lords  of  Her  Msgesty's  Treasury. 

With  a  view  to  elicit  the  opinions  of  those  who  must  be  best  acquainted  with 

the  financial  state  of  the  island,  I  referred  the  whole  question,  together  with 

*  Page  326  of  this   Jour  Lordship's  Despatch  No.  170,*  of  the  5th  February  last,  for  the  report  of 

P«p«^    ^  the  Treasurer  and  Acting  Auditor-General,  and  I  beg  to  enclose  a  copy  of 

—  their  joint  statement  and  recommendations,  which  do  not  materially  differ  from 
the  views  I  had  myself  propounded  in  the  Minute  to  which  I  have  already 
drawn  your  Lordship's  attention.  The  total  probable  balance  in  favour  of  the 
colony,  on  the  31st  January  last,  including  the  Government  notes  on  hand, 
amounted  only  to  83,883/. ;  but  inasmuch  as  the  total  amount  of  Government 
notes,  including  those  in  circulation,  is  87,400/.,  it  is  evident  that  the  payment 
of  the  current  expenses  of  Government  is  dependent  on  the  mere  credit  of  its 
notes. 

The  receipts  from  the  customs  for  the  port  of  Colombo  and  the  Western 
Province  have  diminished  for  the  quarter  ended  5th  April,  1848,  as  compared 
with  the  same  quarter  of  1847,  by  the  sum  of  11,406/.,  according  to  the  state- 
ment which  I  enclose;  and  I  fear  that  there  is  a  further  prospect  of  a  diminu- 

—  tion,  rather  than  an  increase,  for  the  current  quarter,  owing  to  the  diminished 
import  of  rice  and  paddy,  caused  in  a  great  measure  by  the  inability  of  the 
owners  of  coffee  estates  to  employ  any  considerable  nimaber  of  labourers,  and 
the  general  badness  of  the  limes,  which  occasioned  a  diminished  import  of  duty- 
paying  goods. 

With  a  view  to  place  before  your  Lordship  our  actual  position  in  a  clearer 
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light,  I  further  enclose  a  statement  from  the  Audit  Office,  showing  the  pfrb-        ceylon.^ 
bable  comparative  state  of  the  balances  of  debits  and  credits  of  the  colony  on'  ^ 

the  1st  January,  1847,  and  31st  January,  1848,  by  which  your  Lordship  will- ' 

perceive  that  the  colony  is  in  a  worse  position  by  the  amount  of  58,108Z.,in 
spite  of  all  the  efforts  which  I  have  strenuously  made  to  reduce  the  expen- 
diture within  the  narrowest  limits,  since  my  assumption  of  the  Government. 

I  have  felt  very  unwilling  to  delay  this  statement  until  the  subsequent  mail, 
or  I  might  have  been  enabled  to  enter  more  largely  into  the  more  general 
questions  of  a  reduction  of  expenditure,  and  the  adoption  of  means  for  obtaining 
au  increase  of  revenue.  The  present  is  undoubtedly  a  year  of  transition;  but 
this  once  passed,  I  have  every  confidence  that  our  resources  will  improve,  and 
became,  at  no  distant  period,  fully  adequate  to  our  expenditure. 

I  would  beg,  however,  at  once  to  remind  your  Lordship,  that  the  great  exten- 
sion given  to  our  fixed  establishment  by  Lord  Stanley,  in  1845,  puts  it  out  of 
my  power  at  present  to  reduce  our  expenditure  in  that  branch  of  the  public 
service,  which  might  in  some  degree  be  able  to  bear  it  without  detriment.  The' 
expenditure  under  that  head  alone,  for  the  current  year,  will  amount  to 
266,091/.,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  table.     From  this  table  your  r  j^ 

Lordship  will  perceive  that,  during  the  space  of  five  years,  the  Jixed  expendi- 
ture,  over  which  the  Council  have  no  control,  has  increased  to  the  extent 
of  51,000/.,  and,  during  the  last  two  years,  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  10,000/. 
a-year. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  beg  your  Lordship's  indulgence  for  any 
omissions  which  may  be  apparent  in  this  Despatch  ;  but  I  have  felt  that  I  could 
not  delay  the  transmission  of  it,  in  justice  to  myself  and  to  the  members  of  the 
Executive  Council. 

I  have,  &C., 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&C.  &C.  &c. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  12.  End.  l  in  No.  12^ 

Sir  Emsrson  Teknbnt*8  Proposal  with  regard  to  a  Loan.     Laid  on  the  table  or  the  Execu- 
tive CoUKCIL. 
The  Governor  and  Council  cannot  look  without  apprehension  to  the  declining  prices 
brought  by  Ceylon  produce  in  the  home  market,  and  the  increasing  risk  which  the  Ceylon 
planter  has  to  encounter  on  his  competition  with  foreign  produce. 

To  meet  that  struggle,  and  even  to  bear  up  against  the  existing  and  increasing  depression, 
one  only  expedient  can  be  effectual,  namely,  the  reduction  of  expenditure,  and  the  diminished 
cost  of  production  under  every  possible  head. 

But  the  one  element  which  enters  into  every  calculation  of  the  cost  at  which  produce  can  be 
raised  and  diipped,  is  the  charge  for  internal  carriage. 

Notwithstanding  the  large  expenditure  for  roads  which,  has  already  taken  place,  and  the 
anxiety  of  the  colonial  government  to  retrench  in  all  other  directions,  in  order  to  apply  all  avail- 
able resources  to  this,  tnere  are  still  wide  and  most  productive  districts  unopened  by  any  road 
whatsoever,  and  from  which  the  coffee  is  brought  on  men's  heads  a  distance  of  5,  10  and  15 
miles,  or  even  more,  to  the  nearest  highway  traversable  for  bullocks  or  carts. 

In  such  an  operation,  the  damage  to  the  coffee  from  rain  and  exposure  is  most  detrimental, 
independently  of  the  minor  loss  by  delays  and  phmder. 

The  same  serious  consideration  applies  to  every  article  of  use  or  consumption  sent  up  to  the 
estates,  the  transport  of  machinery  and  tools,  the  conveyance  of  rice  and  provisions  for  the 
labourers,  and  the  carriage  of  implements  and  stores  of  all  kinds;  all  of  which  are  more  or  less 
exposed  to  injury  or  pillage  by  the  way. 

But,  independently  of  these  indirect  additions  to  the  planter's  expenditure  and  losses,  the 
direct  addition  to  his  charges  for  carriage  by  men  is  enormous,  as  compared  with  the  sum  to 
which  it  might  be  reduced  by  conve3'ance  by  wheel  carriages. 

The  planters  of  an  extensive  but  almost  unopened  district,  in  a  recent  memorial  to  Govern- 
ment, have  made  the  following  exposition  of  what  they  find  to  be  the  relative  cost  of  carrying 
coffee  by  men,  by  mules,  and  by  carts : — 

1  Cooly  will  carry  .  .         .  .       OJ  cwt. 

1  Mule 2i   „ 

1  Cart  and  horse     .  .  .  •     20     „ 

The  distance  travelled  by  each  in  a  day  may  be  taken  at  the  same,  so  that  it  follows  that 
one  horse  in  a  cart  will  take  as  much  as  8  mules,  or  as  40  coolies.  Taking  the  cost  of  a  cooly 
at  9d  for  each  working  day — 

1  Mule  is  equal  to  5  coolies  at  •         .039 
1  Cart         ,,        40       ,,         .  .     1  10    0 
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OinON.  TbuS)  whilst  the  use  of  moleB  or  pack-horses  on  bridle-roads  wo«ld  be  a  ^ght  kaprcnm^ 

""^  ment  on  cooly  labour^  the  superior  aavaatages  of  cart  carriage  are  too  obvious  ta  require  an 

allusion. 

This  calculation^  it  will  be  seen>  is  based  on  another  improvement^  wtiich  cannot  now  be  efen 
attempted  in  Ceylon,  namely,  the  substitution  of  horses  for  homed  cattle  as  draught ;  for  eFen 
on  the  present  unmetalled  roads  it  would  be  hopeless  to  attempt  the  adoption  either  of  drvugiit 
horses  or  an  improved  construction  of  carts  and  bandies,  two  objects  of  the  last  inrportanee  as 
matters  of  economy. 

In  addition  to  this  depressing  eflbet  on  the  working  of  ousting  estates,  the  absence  of  naeans 
of  communieation  compels,  at  the  same  time,  the  retention  of  vast  tracks  of  valuable  knd  ia 
a  state  of  nature,  which,  if  pierced  by  roads,  would  speedily  be  converted  into  plantaiions, 
enriching  at  once  the  community  and  the  Treasury. 

On  a  representation  of  these  fects  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  February  last.  Her  Majestjr'i 
Government  felt  so  impressed  with  the  duty  of  iacilitaiing  the  transit  of  produce^  and  stores,  as 
to  sanction  the  colonial  authorities  in  oflkring  to  the  projectors  of  a  raifanood  a  guaraotae  upoa 
the  insular  revenues,  equivalent  to  the  value  of  interest  on  their  expended  capitaL  Tfas 
prospect  of  relief  in  the  shape  of  a  railroad  has  now  been  withdrawn  owinff  to  the  nKmeCary 
crisis  in  Great  Britain.  The  attention  of  the  colony  and  the  Council  being  thus  turned  inwani 
on  its  own  resources,  no  otlier  alternative  appears  tnan  to  seek,  in  the  construction  of  ordinarj 
roads,  those  advantages  which  they  can  no  longer  hope  for  from  a  railroad. 

The  end  and  object  being  the  same,  it  appears  to  the  Grovemor  and  Council  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would  not  be  indisposea  to  permit  a  resort  to  to  the  same  means  as  was 
then  proposed,  and  to  oSer  to  capitalists*  a  security  on  the  custom-house  revenues  for  the 
interest  of  a  loan  to  be  spent  exclusively  on  the  construction  of  public  roads. 

This  should  be  applied  to  the  metalling  of  existing  roads,  the  completion  of  those  imfiniiihrd» 
and  the  opening  of  those  still  required. 

The  principle  of  applying  funds  to  the  opening  of  roads,  in  proportion  to  sums  subscribed  by 
the  owners  of  estates,  can  ukewise  be  most  beneficially  extended. 

And  in  all  cases  the  imposition  of  tolls  on  the  new  and  improved  lines*  of  commuDicatiott 
may  be  so  adjusted  as  to  cover  all  charges  for  up-keep  and  interest  on  the  expenditufe. 

The  council  are  of  opinion  that  the  proposal  of  a  loan  to  be  available  at  once  for  these 
urgent  purposes  is  the  only  satisfactory  expedient  in  the  present  state  of  the  colonial  finanoei^ 
inasmuch  as  the  relief  to  be  effectual  must  be  prompt ;  and,  as  at  present  situated,  the  fimds 
which  may  be  found  from  time  to  time  disposable  for  the  use  of  the  road  department,  ooiild 
only  be  issued  at  such  intervals,  and  in  such  sums,  as  would  postpone  almost  to  an  indefinite 
period  that  effectual  interference  which  is  now  so  eagerly  sought. 

(Signed)  J.  Eicerson  Tskukmt. 


SneL  2  in  No.  !«•  Enclosure  2  in  No.  12. 

Ik  consideration  of  the  proposed  resolution  which  has  been  circulated  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary  among  the  Executive  Council,  the  following  points  present  theosselves  for  decision: — 
1st.  Whether  the  Government  is  in  need  of  a  loan  ?  2nd.  To  what  purposes  it  should  be 
appUed?  3rd.  The  amount  7  4th.  The  terms  upon  which  it  should  be  raised,  and  the  juiture 
of  the  security  to  be  given  ? 

Upon  the  first  point  it  is,  I  fear,  but  too  clear  that  an  answer  must  be  given  in  the  aflSrnu^vjs. 
The  Government  has  lately  passed,  or  is  now  to  pass,  various  Acts,  from  which  there  is  every 
reason  to  hope  for  a  considerable  accession  of  revenue,  when  a  suflSeient  time  has  been  allowed 
for  the  operation  of  their  provisions.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  before  the  dose  of  the 
current  year,  and  before  those  hopes  can  be  realized,  the  Government  will  find  itself  very 
seriously  embarrassed  by  want  of  money,  that  is,  specie ;  and  it  should  not  be  lost  sight  of,  that 
these  difficulties  will  not  be  attributable  to  any  of  the  recent  measures  of  the  Government,  but 
must  have  occurred  to  the  same  extent,  even  if  the  Governor  had,  from  the  time  of  his 
arrival,  been  content  to  leave  matters  as  they  were,  and  having  found  that  the  supposed  sur- 
plus cash  did  not  exist,  had  refrained  from  any  attempt  at  the  improvement  of  our  financial 
svstem.  As,  however,  his  Excellency  has  made  great  efforts  to  that  end,  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  Council  is  bound  to  give  him  every  support  in  soliciting  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
permission  to  raise  a  sufficient  sum  by  way  of  loan,  to  enable  the  Government  to  meet  the 
demands  upon  it  at  the  present  moment,  without  resorting  to  a  prejudicial  contraction  of  its 
operations. 

2nd.  The  Colonial  Secretary  proposes  that  the  loan  be  expended  "exclusively  on  the  con- 
struction of  public  roads ;"  and  it  is  upon  this  point  that  I  regret  being  obliged  to  differ  in 
opinion  with  him,  for  two  reasons;  because  I  -entertain  great  doubts  of  the  possibility  of  an 
useful  application  of  the  money  for  that  purpose  only  within  a  short  time, — and  because  it  is 
very  questionable  whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  lend  their  sanction  to  such  an 
arrangement.  No  one  can  be  more  alive  than  myself  to  the  value  of  roads  both  in  a  public 
and  a  private  point  of  view,  nor  to  the  urgent  call  which  there  now  is  upon  the  Governmeant  to 
enable  the  colonists  to  meet  the  pressure  of  the  times  by  every  legitimate  means  of  relief; 
but,  notwithstanding,  I  cannot  support  the  proposition  of  a  loan  for  that  purpose  alone.  It  is 
not  money  only  that  is  wanting,  but  means,  in  the  shape  of  labour  and  superintendence;  and 
were  it  once  known  that  the  Government  had  at  its  command  funds  available  for  road-making. 
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there  is  but  too  much  reason  to  tear  that  it  would  be  beset  with  appUcations  for  assi^ance  in  UWUMf, 
oarrying  out  ill-digested  schemes;  and  that  ultimately  a  large  proportion  of  the  funds  would  be 
found  to  have  been  squandered  on  unproductive  worits,  notwkbstandiog  the  pains  that  might 
have  been  taken  to  prevent  such  a  result.  I  believe^  moreover,  that  when  the  general  financial 
transacticDs  of  the  Government  have  been  brought  into  that  satisfactory  condition  into  which 
we  have  lately  been  endeavouring  to  bring  them,  there  will  then  be  found  no  difficulty  in 
assigning  sufficient  funds,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  maintenance  and  extension  of  our  means 
of  communication,  and  for  other  public  works ;  while  the  fact  of  those  funds  having  to  be  pro- 
vided out  of  the  general  revenue,  will  go  far  to  ensure  a  cautious  and  discritBinatiog  application 
of  them.  Instead,  therefore,  of  raising  a  loan  for  road-snaking,  I  would  be^  to  suggest,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Grovemor  and  the  Council,  that  it  should  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
existing  debts,  and  to  placing  the  Govenmient  beyond  the  reach  of  temporary  embarrassment 
for  want  of  money. 

%d.  The  amount  of  the  loan  to  be  saised  must  be  fixed,'if  my  proposition  be  adopted,  with 
reference  to  the  amount  of  our  debts  and  the  state  of  the  cash  balances  in  the  hands  of  the 
different  accountants.  It  may  be  stated  roughly  that  we  are  now  indebted  to  the  different 
Governments  of  India  about  22,000/.,  that  a  demand  was  received  by  the  last  mail  for  repay- 
ment of  the  sum  of  10,000/.,  and  that  in  the  course  of  the  year  the  agent  for  the  Colony  in 
ItfOJftion  must  be  furnished  with  40,000/.,  making  in  all  72,000/.,  against  which  may  be  set 
advances  made  on  account  of  Queen's  Pay  to  the  troops,  for  which  buls  have  not  beien  drawn 
amounting  to  1 5,000/«,  leaving  a  balance  of  57,000/.  to  be.  provided  for. 

It  is  therefore  clear,  that  we  cannot  in  the  course  of  this  year  hope  to  be  able  to  pay  off  the 
existing  debt  in  India,  and  find  funds  for  the  ag^t  in  London ;  and  it  is  still  ,more  clear 
that  we  cannot  obtain  further  supplies  of  specie  from  India,  which  must  be  required,  without 
increasing  our  debts  there.  Then  as  to  the  state  of  the  cash  balances.  There  is  not,  in  all 
probability,  at  this  moment  more  than  80,0C0/„  notes  and  specie  together,  in  the  different  cadi 
chests,  at  any  rate  not  more  than  87,000/.,  the  amount  of  our  paper  currency.  Although  in 
theory  that  paper  currency  may  be  considered  a  debt  due  from  the  Government,  I  have  never 
been  able  to  discover  that  any  harmx^an  result  from  iUas  long  as  our  finances  generally  are  in 
a  good  state ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  a  ffreat  convenience.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  that  if  our  stock  of  specie  is  greatly  reduced,  we  may  be  put  in  great  difficulties  by 
the  existence  of  our  paper  currency ;  and,  in  that  view,  it  seems  very  impolitic  to  allow  our 
balances  to  remain  in  their  present  low  condition.  I  think,  therefore,  that  tne  loan  to  be  raised 
should  be  for  150,000/.,  to  be  applied  as  follows — 40,000/.  to  be  made  over  to  the  agent  in 
London,  22,000/.  to  be  paid  to  the  Government  of  India^  and  the  remainder  to  be  imported  in 
specie  as  required. 

4th.  In  discussing  the  security  to  be  given  for  the  proposed  loan,  the  Colonial  Secretary,  in 
his  draft  resolution,  alludes  to  views  expressed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  as  to  the  security  to 
have  been  given  regarding  the  proposed  railroad  ;  but  not  having  seen  any  of  the  despatches  to 
which  he  refers,  it  is  impossible  for  me  now  to  draw  any  eoncluaons  as  to  the  view  which  Her 
Majesty's  Government  may  be  disposed  to  take  of  the  present  proposition.  Whether  they  wonid 
have  been  prepared  to  pledge  any  part  of  the  revenue  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  prin* 
cipal  of  a  loan  for  road-making  only,  is  to  me  very  questionable ;  but  I  cannot  but  hope  they 
may  be  induced  to  view  with  favour  such  a  proposition,  when  it  is  shown  that  the  loan  b 
intended  simply  to  enable  the  Government  to  pay  its  debts,  and  to  give  the  measures  upon 
which  it  has  resolved  a  fair  chance  of  working  out  the  result  hoped  for.  Should  their  approval 
fortunately  be  obtained,  an  ordinance  might  be  introduced,  declaring  that  the  payment  of  the 
interest  and  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  principal  should  constitute  the  first  charge  upon  the 
revenue  of  the  colony,  until  "the  whole  were  paid. 

I  cannot  close  this  memorandum  without  advertbg  to  the  possibility,  indeed  the  probabiliy, 
of  its  being  found  necessary  at  the  time  of,  or  prior  to,  the  introduction  of  the  ordinance^  to 
make  a  strict  inquiry  into  the  expenditure  of  the  colony,  more  especially  that  for  the  fixed 
establishment. 

March  31,  1848.  (Signed)  P.  E.  Wodehousb. 


Enelosure  3  in  No.  12.  End.  3  in  No.  12. 

MiNirrE  by  the  Governor,  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  ExscuTiTfi  Council. 

I  have  well  considered  in  all  its  bearings  the  sublet  of  the  proposed  loan;  and  I  have 
been  led  by  a  rigid  examination  of  the  objections  whidii  may  be  urged  against  such  a  measure^ 
both  in  point  of  policy  as  regards  the  future  interests  of  the  colony,  and  in  point  of  expediency 
as  regards  my  own  position  in  the  face  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  to  place  before  you  the 
following  points  for  consideration. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  we  have  in  the  first  place  to  regard  a  loan  raised  in  the  public  money 
market  of  India,  as  a  thing  of  all  others  to  be  avoided,  if  possible.  I  grant  that  it  would  be  a 
great  advantage  to  this  colony  to  pay  off  its  existing  debts,  and  to  have  money  in  hand  to  meet 
all  the  immediate  necessities  of  the  government,  and  to  promote  the  improvement  of  the 
country.  But  the  purchase  of  those  advantages  by  the  immediate  contraction  of  a  new  debt, 
bearing  interest  on  its  amount,  and  hanging  like  an  incubus  upon  the  colony  for  a  period, 
which  though  nominally  fixed  in  the  first  instance,  it  would  be  impossible  absolutely  to  deier- 
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CETLOllir.  mine;  I  confess  that  I  should  be  very  reluctant  to  leave  such  a  burden  for  my  successor  to 

^~  have  to  provide  for,  whenever  the  time  may  come  for  me  to  surrender  the  government  into  the 

hands  of  another.  It  may  even  be  very  doubtful  whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
ffive  their  sanction  to  the  raising  any  considerable  amount  of  money  by  loan  (even  to  the  extent 
of  100,000/.),  unless  there  were  some  near  prospect  of  a  pearl  fishery,  or  a  certainty  that  a 
productive  land  tax  could  be  very  speedily  and  surely  brought  into  operation.  I  am  quite 
aware,  however,  that  we  must  find  money,  and  that  without  delay.  But  I  should  wish  to 
ascertain  the  minimum  amount,  which  is  immediately  and  absolutely  required.  Seeing  that 
our  clear  debt  in  India  is  not  much  above  23,000/.,  I  think  that  20,000/.  would  suffice  to 
quiet  at  least  the  demands  in  that  quarter.  Probably  30,000/.  would  suffice  for  the  agent  in 
Ix>ndon,  in  addition  to  the  Queen's  pay  of  troops,  &c. ;  and  I  should  think  that  20,000/.  more 
would  suffice  for  immediate  use  within  the  colony.  The  proposal  which!  have  to  make  there- 
fore is  this :  1st.  That  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  be  requested  to  advance  to  this  colony  on 
account  of  the  future  pay  of  Queen's  troops,  being  in  the  mean  time  of  course  a  debt  against 
the  colony,  the  sum  of  about  70,000/. ;  2nd.  That  we  may  be  authorized  to  draw  upon  the 
British  Treasury  to  the  extent  of  40,000/.  out  of  that  amount,  because  the  bills  are  saleable  at 
a  high  premium,  and  that  the  remainder  be  paid  over  to  the  agent  in  London  in  such  sums  as 
from  time  to  time  or  immediatly  may  be  required. 

If  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  should  accede  to  this  plan  of  temporary  relief,  we  should  in 
the  first  place  escape  the  payment  of  interest,  which  would  be  even  in  itself  a  serious  charge 
upon  the  revenue  of  the  colony  were  a  loan  to  be  raised.  We  should  also  gain  the  advantage 
of  the  premium  on  the  sale  of  the  bills  here  or  in  India,  instead  of  having  to  pay  a  prenimm 
for  bills  purchased  on  account  of  this  government  with  money  borrowed  in  India  to  be  remitted 
to  the  agent  in  London. 

By  this  measure  also,  I  incline  to  think,  there  would  be  a  better  prospect  of  getting  relieved 
of  the  charge  of  the  24,000/.  a-year,  than  if  we  borrowed  money  on  loan  to  pay  it  as  part  of 
6\ir  current  expenses. 


End.  4  in  No.  12. 


♦  Page  326. 


Enclosure  4  in  No.  12. 


Ykon  uM  OovcfBov,  No. 
20,  Jane  i,  1S47. 
Fkom  the  Secreury  of 
state,  No.  «9,  Angost  $, 
1847. 

Pkom  the  Oormkot,  No. 
47,Jaly8,  1M7. 
~     I  the  " 


Fhnn  the  SeeteCvy  of 
State,  No.  90,  Sepiember 
ai,  1847. 

Vnm  the  Governor,  No. 
IM,  November  11, 1847. 

^  Page  322. 


Sir, 


Colombo,  April  10, 1848. 


We  have  now  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  instant,  calling  upon 

us  for  a  report  upon  the  whole  subject  involved  in  the  Despatch  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
No.  170,*  of  the  5th  February  last. 

We  have  inferred  from  the  tenor  of  your  letter,  and  from  the  late  discussions  in  the  Exiecii- 
tive  Council,  that  it  is  the  wish  of  his  Excellency,  the  governor,  that  we  should  on  the  present 
occasion  state,  as  fully  as  the  time  will  permit  before  the  departure  of  the  next  mail,  our  viens 
upon  the  present  condition  of  this  government  in  respect  of  money,  and  the  means  by  which 
embarrassment  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  colony  can  best  be  averted. 

We  have,  therefore,  referred  to  the  Minutes  recorded  in  the  Executive  Council  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  the  Acting  Auditor-General,  and  lastly,  by  his  Excellency  the  governor* 
upon  the  proposal  for  negotiatmg  a  loan ;  as  also  to  the  Despatches  enumerated  on  the  margin, 
which  have  been  passed  between  the  Governor  and  the  Secretary  of  State  respecting  our  cir- 
culation ;  and  lastly,  to  proposals  made  on  behalf  of  the  Oriental  Bank,  relative  to  the  grant 
of  a  charter  to  them,  the  transfer  to  them  of  the  whole  or  a  portion  of  the  public  business  now 
transacted  by  the  Treasurer,  and  the  redemption  by  them  of  the  government  paper  now  in 
circulation.^ 

We  gather  from  Lord  Grey's  Despatch,  No.  66*  of  the  6th  August  last,  that  he  does  not 
consider  a  government  paper  currency  objectionable,  and  from  his  Despatch  to  Governor 
Grey. 

1st.  lliat  banking  or  dealing  in  money  has  no  proper  connection  with  issuing  paper  money. 

2nd.  That  issuing  paper  money  oq^ht  to  be  regarded  as  coining  has  always  been,  an  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty,  or,  at  least,  should  be  retained  in  the  hands  of  the  government. 

3rd.  That  in  principle  the  issue  of  paper  money  by  other  parties  ought  to  be  strictly  pro- 
hibited. 

We  infer  that  his  Lordship  would  be  prepared  to  carry  out  these  principles  to  their  full 
extent,  where  no  existing  interests  rendered  a  modification  of  them  necessary.  But  as  such 
interests  do  exist  here,  we  think  it  may  be  assumed  that  his  Lordship  would  limit  himself  to 
the  maintenance  of  such  a  government  paper  currency  as  the  transactions  of  the  colony  re- 
quire ;  and  to  the  discouragement  of  the  issue  by  the  local  banks  of  a  greater  amount  of  paper 
money  than  that  which  they  now  have  in  circulation.  The  latter  operation  will  be  the  inevit- 
able result  of  the  maintenance  of  an  adequate  government  paper  circulation.  If  our  interpre- 
tation of  Lord  Grey's  Despatches  be  admitted  to  be  correct,  it  may  be  at  once  assumed,  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will  not  assent  to  any  arrangement  involving  the  redemption  by 
the  Oriental  Bank  of  the  existing  government  paper,  or  the  transfer  to  that  establishment  of 
the  right  of  issuing  paper  money  hereafter.  The  question  then  presents  itself,  whether  there 
are  grounds  for  recommending  at  present  either  an  extension  of  the  government  paper  money, 
or  a  contraction  of  the  issues  already  in  circulation. 

As  regards  an  extension,  we  see  no  sufficient  reason  to  justify  such  a  measure.  It  is  true  that 
the  amount  at  present  in  circulation,  viz.,  87,400/.  is  no  more  than  was  in  circulation  many 
years  ago,  when  the  various  coffee,  sugar,  and* cocoa  nut  plantations,  now  spread  over  the 
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island  were  not  in  existence,  and  when  our  mercantile  transactions  were  on  a  comparatively  very         CBYLON, 

small  scale.     But  we  cannot  undertake  to  state,  that  positive  inconvenience  has  of  late  years  "^ 

been  caused  to  the  trading  community  from  the  limited  amount  of  paper  money  issued  on 

account  of  government,  and  are  much  inclined  to  agree  with  the  statement  made  in  Mr.  Bet* 

nard's  Report,  transmitted  with  the  6overnor*s   Despatch  of  the  Gth  November  last,  to  the 

effect  that  the  facility  given  to  the  settlement  of  accounts  by  transfers  in  the  books  of  the 

banks  has  tended  to  keep  down  the  demand  for  paper  money  ;  and  as  unfortunately  there  is 

reason  to  apprehend  a  considerable  diminution  on  our  commercial  transactions  for  some  time, 

we  see  no  reason  to  recommend  an  increase  of  government  paper  for  the  convenience  of  the 

public.     Neither  would  we  propose  any  increase  of  it,  as  a  means  of  relieving  tlie  Government 

from  pressure  for  want  of  funds  to  meet  the  current  expenditure,  as  we  are  confident  that  wilh 

so  small  an  amount  of  specie  as  now  is,  or  must  soon  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Government, 

an  increased  issue  of  paper  money  would  afford  no  relief,  even  for  a  very  limited  period. 

While,  however,  we  refrain  from  suggesting  any  increase  in  the  amount  of  the  issues  of 
Government  paper,  we  are  of  opinion  that,  for  many  reasons,  it  would  not  be  expedient  to 
diminish  them  to  any  serious  extent.  At  present,  indeed,  it  cannot  be  done,  as  the  Government 
could  not  carry  on  the  administration  with  the  funds  in  its  hands,  exclusive  of  the  notes. 

We  admit  that,  in  theory,  notes  payable  in  specie  on  demand  are  a  debt,  but  we  see  nothing 
in  that  theory  to  prevent  an  entire  assent  to  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  Lord  Grey  in  the 
following  paragraph  of  his  Despatch,  No.  66,*  of  the  Gth  August  last : —  *  P*8®  ^22, 

"  Now  I  am  far  from  thinking  that  such  a  currency  is  necessarily  objectionable  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, if  issued  under  proper  regulations  to  guard  against  excess,  I  consider  that  it  may  form  a 
medium  of  exchange  not  less  safe  than  a  metallic  currency,  and  at  the  same  time  much 
cheaper  and  more  convenient,  therefore  effecting  an  important  saving  of  the  capital  of  the 
community." 

The  meaning  of  which  we  apprehend  to  be,  that  the  Government  or  the  public  must  be  the 
gainers  by  a  free  circulation  of  paper  money,  provided  it  is  not  allowed  to  exceed  what  the 
parties  by  whom  it  is  issued  have  a  real  and  substantial  expectation  of  being  able  to  exchange 
from  time  to  time  on  demand. 

We  cannot  say  that  we  are  now  in  this  sound  position,  but  must  admit  that  the  amount  of 

?aper  money  is  excessive,  or  is  likely  to  be  in  comparison  with  the  specie  available  to  meet  it. 
V^hile  making  this  admission,  however,  we  must  state  distinctly,  that  if  the  attempt  be  made 
to  reduce  the  paper  money  to  its  due  proportion  to  our  other  funds,  the  Government  cannot  at 
present  be  carried  on  upon  its  existing  footing,  nor  upon  any  other  which  we  can  suggest.  Our 
finances  have  been  brought  to  this  low  ebb  by  causes  to  which  we  shall  hereafter  refer;  but  as 
we  confidently  look  to  a  material  improvement  of  the  revenue,  resulting  from  the  late  measures 
of  the  Government,  we  trust  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  may  be  induced  not  to  direct  a 
contraction  of  the  paper  currency,  but  to  authorize  us  to  take  steps  for  keeping  up  such  a 
supply  of  specie  as  will  meet  the  current  demands,  and  at  the  same  time  remove  all  fear  of 
inability  to  exchange  any  of  the  notes  that  may  be  presented. 

Another  argument  may  also  be  adduced  against  the  withdrawal  of  our  notes,  viz.,  that  the 
Oriental  Bank  will  probably,  on  being  informed  of  the  determination  of  the  Government  to 
continue  its  issues  of  paper  money,  cease  its  efforts  to  introduce  its  own  papers,  which  the 
population  are  very  unwilling  to  accept,  and  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  transactions 
of  the  Ceylon  Bank  are  rapidly  diminishing.  The  public  will  thus  again  become  dependent 
for  paper  money  entirely  upon  the  Government  issues.  We  ought,  however,  to  add,  that  in 
the  event  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  considering  it  necessary  to  withdraw  any  of  the  paper 
money  from  circulation,  it  can  be  done  gradually,  under  the  rules  now  in  force,  by  simply 
abstaming  from  issuing  new  notes  in  lieu  of  the  worn  out  ones  which  are  from  time  to  time 
called  in  and  cancelled.  Time  will  not  admit  of  now  submitting  a  statement  of  the  amount  of 
Government  paper  actually  circulating  from  time  to  time  in  the  colony,  exclusive  of  the  notes 
comprised  in  the  balances  of  the  several  calcherries,  but  we  believe  we  may  safely  estimate 
them  at  from  40,000/.  to  45,000/.  The  notes  are  payable  on  demand  only  at  the  Treasury  in 
Colombo,  and  it  is  only  there  that  they  ever  accumulate  in  large  sums  throirgh  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  local  banks.  We  therefore  think  that  it  is  the  business  of  the  Government  to 
take  steps  to  prevent  the  amount  of  specie  at  the  command  of  the  treasurer  from  fallmg 
materially  below  that  sum. 

We  shall  now  address  ourselves  to  the  application  made  by  the  Colonial  Agent  for  a  remit- 
tance for  the  service  of  the  year,  and  in  the  consideration  of  it,  to  point  out  how,  in  our 
opinion,  provision  can  best  be  made  for  carrying  on  the  Government  during  the  ye?ir. 

From  a  statement  submitted  with  Sir  J.  Emerson  Tennent's  Despatch,  No.  .19,*  of  the  •  Vide  Parliamen- 
10th  May,  1S47,  we  learn  that  the  balance  in  favour  of  the  colony,  on  the  Ist  January,  1846,  tary  Paper."  Re- 
was  216,860/.,  which  at  the  close  of  that  year  had  fallen  to  141,992/.    The  following  may  be  g^'jJ^J^!?  fg"^ 
stated,  with  very  little  allowance,  as  our  position  on  the  31st  January,  1848 : —  * 

Balance  of  cash  in  the  cash  chests  of  the  island,  31st  January,  1848   .  £97,324 
Balance  of  agent  in  London,  31st  December,  1847.  .         .  .       2,051 

Balance  in  favour  of  the  colony  for  Queen's  pay,  31st  January,  1848    .       5,699 

£105,074 

Amount  due  to  Indian  Governments,  31st  December,  1847       •  .         •  21,191 


£83,883 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  the  two  years  and  one  month  from  the  1st  January,  1846,  the 
expenditure  of  the  colony  has  exceeded  its  revenue  by  no  less  than  132,977/. 
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CETLQN.  It  is  clear  that  such  a  state  of  thbgs  cannot  last,  bat  the  expenditure  of  the  colony  must  be 

reduced,  and  we  are  aware  that  the  Government  has  for  some  time  been  anxiously  turning  its 
attention  to  that  object ;  but  we  are  equally  aware  that  a  great  portion  of  the  expendituie  is 
beyond  the  control  of  the  Grovernor.  Lord  Stanley  in  1845,  with  the  view  of  enlarging  the 
field  from  which  public  servants  were  selected,  incorporated  into  the  civil  service  then  created 
a  number  of  persons  employed  on  services  of  a  purely  temporary  nature,  dependent  iqpon  the 
actual  demands  of  the  colony,  such  as  civil  engineers,  assistant  surveyors,  assistant  to  the  Com« 
missioner  of  Roads,  schoolmasters  and  others,  and  the  consequence  has  been^  that  althoueh 
the  Government  has  been  forced  to  suspend  the  only  services  upon  which  these  persons  coiud 
be  usefully  employed,  it  has  been  unable  to  clear  itself  of  the  payment  of  their  salaries. 
Having  been  confirmed  in  their  appointments  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  diey  have  acquired  a 
vested  right  to  them  in  like  manner  with  any  other  public  strvaot  appointed  or  confirmed  by 
Her  Majesty^s  Government. 

We  are  confident  that  a  considerable  saving  might  be  efiected  by  means  of  a  fair  and  cautious 
inquiry  into  this  branch  of  the  expenditure,  both  civil  and  military;  but  before  that  is  entered 
upon,  we  beg  to  submit  that  Her  Majesty-s  Government  should  be  requested  to  lay  down  the 
terms  upon  which  any  person  whose  offices  may  be  abolished  or  reduced  are  to  be  dealt  with. 
While  also  we  contemplate  a  reduction  of  the  expenditure,  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
there  will  be  a  considerable  increase  of  revenue  consequent  on  the  late  meamtres  of  the 
Government,  and  therefore  it  is  tfiat  we  are  led  to  hope  that  Her  Majesty's  Grovemment  wfll 
not  refuse  to  lend  us  temporary  assistance. 

We  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  it  will  be  desirable 
if  possible  to  obtain  the  assistance  direct  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  even  if  they  should  be 
unable  to  waive  a  demand  for  interest,  and  upon  full  consideration  of  all  that  \mB  b^  adduced, 
we  beg  to  recommend  an  application  to  them  to  the  following  efl^ect  i^— 

That  they  will  advance  to  th^  a^ent  m  London,  as  requned,  40,000/.  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1848,  and  that  they  will  permit  us  to  draw  bills  upon  them  in  addition  to  those  due  in 
repayment  of  advances  to  the  troops,  to  such  amount  not  exceeding  60,000/.^  as  may  be 
required,  to  pay  off  our  debts  to  the  Indian  Government,  and  provide  tne  treasurer  throughout 
the  year  with  n)ecie  to  the  extent  laid  down  above. 

If  fortunately  the  claim  now  made  upon  the  colony  for  24,000/.  per  annum  fin*  its  military 
expenditure  is  abandoned,  a  large  proportion  of  it  can  be  devoted  to  the  Kqaidatbn  of  the 
prmcipal  of  the  debt  to  be  thus  contracted,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  inteaest  can  be  more 
than  met  by  the  reduction  of  the  fixed  establishments. 

In  conclusion,  as  we  learn  that  the  Governor  has  already  directed  the  application  of  the 
whole  of  our  credits  for  ordinances  to  the  troop  durincr  this  year  to  the  payment  of  the  10,000/. 
lately  claimed  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  a  small  provision  for  the  agent  in  London,  we 
beg  to -take  upon  ourselves  the  responsilnltty  of  reeommending  that  no  further  remittances  he 
made  to  England,  until  the  Governor  shall  have  received  a  reply  to  the  despatch  with  which 
this  report  is,  we  believe,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  upon  the  understand'mg, 
however,  that  no  bills  shall  in  the  interval  be  drawn  upon  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  for  any 
odier  service. 

We  have,  &c, 

(Signed)  F.  J.  Templer, 

P.  E.  WODEHOUSE. 


End.  ft  in  No.  12. 


Enclosure  5  in  No.  12. 
Customs  Receipts  for  the  Quarter  ended  5th  April,  for  the  Western  Province. 


FHte. 

JSiT. 

IMS. 

laoMue. 

OWIMM. 

Colombo 

Negombo    ...... 

Calpentyn 

Ptntun 

Caltura 

Barberyit 

£.      s.    d. 

43,711  15    4 

1,823  17    3 

874    1     8 

749    0    8 

901  15    7 

1,461    7    4 

£.      «.     d. 

32,115  11     0 

1,604  12  10 

532    7    2 

819  11     4 

988  16    3 

1,544    2  11 

£.       4.      d. 

•  • 

158*  5    6' 
70  10    8 
87    0    8 
92  15    7 

£.     *.    A 

11,596    4    4 

219    4     5 

•  • 

•  • 

Western  ProTince  ...    £ 

49,011  17  10 

37,605    1    6 

•  • 

11««Q6  16    4 

Duty  on  Cinnamon : — 
5  April,  1847 
5  April,  1848 

Decrease 


Decrease  on  Cinnamon  Exported 

Oil  other  various  (loods  Imported  and  Exported 

Total  Decrease.  . 


£•      8.  d. 

7,184  19  0 

1,875  17  0 

£5,909    2  0 

5,909    2  0 

5,497  14  4 

£11,406  l^  4 
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Enclosure  6  in  No  12.  CKILOM. 

Statkmbht  showing  the  probable  Balances  in  favour  of  the  Govermnant  of  Ceylon,  on  the   End.  6  in  No.  12. 
Ist  January,  1847,  and  the  31st  January,  1848. 


On.  tie  M  Jaumtyy  1847. 

Bi^aoce  in  the  hanclB  of  the  Puhlic  Accountants  In  Ceylon  • 

Ditto                   Agent  in  London          •           .           •           « 
Ditto                   Govemment  of  Bomhay  and  Agents  at  £tto  . 
Ditto                   Government  of  Hong  Kong      . 

Credit  with  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  for  adv 
made  to  the  Queen's  Pay  and  Ordnance  Departments    • 

• 

• 
• 
ances 

• 

£ 

• 
• 

£.      s. 
126,885  12 

8,721  n 

508    ft 
62T    8 

9,544    3 

d. 
4 
9 
01 
9* 

7* 

Dtdua 

Mance  due  to  the  Presidencies  and  Agents  at  Calcutta  and  Madras 

146,287    1 
4,294  10 

7 
51. 

Balaaee  inr  fsToor  of  the  Ceykn  GoiFemment     • 

141,992  17 

H 

On  the  Slst  January ^  1848. 

Balance  in  the  handa  of  the  Pahlic  Aiocountanta  in  Ceylon    . 

£•  s.  d. 
IMtto,  in  the  hands  of  the  Agents  in  London  12,051  3  11 
Dednct  doe  to  die  Lords  of  the  Treasury     •     10,000    0    0 

CMH  ivitk  the  Lords  Commisaionera   of  Her  Miyes^'s 
Taeasurj       ••..•.. 
Balance  due  hy  die  Agent  at  Bomhay  •  •  • 

Ditto         Hong  Kong  Goremment 


Deduct 
Balance  due  to  the  Governments  of  India  and  the  Colonial 
Agents  at  Galcitta  snd  Madras      •  •  •  . 


Deficit 


£.      s.    dl 
97,324  12    2 


2,051    3  11 

5,699    6    0\ 
903  15     8 
352  18     2^^ 


106,331  16    0 


22,447  13    4f 


88,884    0     Ih 


58,108  16    6^ 


Enclosure  7  in  No.  12. 

Fixed  Expenditure  sanctioned  by  Her  Majea^a  GrovemmeDt. 

In  1844.  .  •  £215,423 

In  1845  .  •  .         223,255 

In  1846  .  .  .         246,026 

In  1847  •  •  .         255,984 

In  1848  •  •  .        266,091  (estimated). 


End.  7  in  No.  12. 


(No.  88.)  No.  13.  No.  13. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrinoton  to 

Earl  Gbet. 

Pavilion,  Kandy,  May  3,  1848. 
Mt  Lobd,  {Received  June  26,  1848.) 

I  BAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  Ordinance,  No.  5,*  of  ♦  vide  Extract  of 
the  present  year,  "  To  make  provision  for  the  registration  and  licensing  of  certain  Mr.  Wood's  Report 
traders,**  &c.,  which  was  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council  on  the  10th  ultimo.    datS'jSjTisTs, 
The  operation  of  this  Ordinance  is  limited  to  the  towns,  forts,  and  gravets  of  Appendix's  to  this' 
Colombo,  Kandy,  and  Galle,  which  are  the  principal  towns  in  the  idimd,  and  ^^^^^'  ^'  ^^^' 
the  retafl  traffic  of  which  is  both  large  in  amount  and  profilable  to  those  by 
whom  it  is  carried  on.    As  it  was  by  no  means  intended  tiiat  a  burthen  should 
be  imposed  upon  the  smaller  class  of  traders  who  gain  their  living  honestly, 
laboriously^  and  even  sparingly  by  the  sale  of  minor  articles  of  small  value,  but 
commonly  in  demand  among  the  poorer  part  of  the  population,  it  is  provided 
that  the  occupation  of  a  shop,  or  retail  store  of  the  annual  rental  of  5/.  shall  be 
the  test  of  Imbili^  to  incur  the  expense  of  a  license  to  trade.    By  the  6th 
dUtnse^  it  is  provided  that  every  such  license  for  the  period  of  one  year  shall  be 
upon  stamped  paper  of  the  value  of  1/.  sterling.    The  value  of  the  rental  of 
any  shops,  houses,  or  premises  in  which  goods  are  or  are  intended  to  be  exposed 
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for  sale,  is,  according  to  the  3rd  clause,  to  be  ascertained  by  [a  committee  of 
householders,  consisting  of  not  more  than  five  nor  less  than  three  persons,  to 
be  from  time  to  time  nominated  and  appointed  by  the  Governor  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  to  receive  remuneration  for  their  services  at  the  Governor  s  discretion. 
The  other  provisions  of  the  Ordinance  are  simply  to  ensure  the  registration  of 
licensed  traders,  and  to  enforce  the  operation  of  the  Ordinance  by  information 
and  penalty. 

In  requesting  that  your  Lordship  may  be  pleased  to  recommend  this  Ordi- 
nance for  the  confirmation  of  Her  Majesty,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  remark, 
that  it  is  intended  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  revenue  which  will  be  derived 
from  the  licenses  exacted  by  it,  shall  be  expended,  directly  or  indirectly,  upon 
matters  of  local  interest  within  the  towns  themselves ;  that  there  are  at  presort 
no  means  of  compelling  traders,  principally  wealthy  Moormen,  Malabar  mer^ 
chants,  &c.,  whose  wants  are  few,  and  whose  profits  are  large,  and  who  succes- 
sively carry  away  from  the  island  the  savings  which  they  have  accumulated, 
to  contribute  their  fair  proportion  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  public  insti- 
tutions. The  payment  of  11.  per  annum  by  each  individual  will  simply  be 
equivalent  to  adding  that  amoimt  to  his  rental ;  but  the  r^stration  of  these 
traders  will  have  the  further  advantage  of  bringing  them  more  readily  and 
directly  under  the  cognizance  of  the  police. 

By  the  natives  themselves  it  can  scarcely  be  felt  to  be  a  hardship ;  and  it 
will  be  remembered  that  in  former  times  every  trader,  every  artificer,  and  every 
mechanic  in  the  island,  was  bound  to  the  Government  in  a  certain  portion  of 
service.  The  labour  of  their  hands  for  the  benefit  of  the  Government  was  the 
equivalent  in  lieu  of  the  payment  of  a  tax.  In  many  instances,  at  a  subsequait 
period,  the  payment  of  a  direct  poll-tax,  as  in  the  case  of  Moormen  merchants, 
was  substituted  for  personal  labour,  and  ultimately  both  the  one  and  the  other 
were  abandoned  by  the  Government,  without  the  substitution  of  any  equiva- 
lent. The  gain  was  felt,  though  the  liberality  which  dictated  it  was  not  fully 
appreciated  by  the  people. 

The  opinions  of  several  of  the  most  intelligent  native  residents  have  been 
solicited,  and  the  information  which  I  have  received  affords  me  every  encou- 
ragement to  request  your  Lordship  to  reconmiend  this  Ordinance  for  Her 
Majesty's  confirmation,  as  calculated  to  conduce  to  the  benefits  of  this  Govern- 
ment, without  in  any  degree  whatever  inflicting  injury  or  hardship  upon  those 
persons  who  will  be  affected  by  its  operation. 

I  have,  &c.. 


The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey, 
&c.  &c. 


(Signed) 


TORRINGTON. 


End.  in  No.  13. 


Preamble. 


Shopkeepers  to  be 
licensed. 


Possessor  of  goods 
exposed  to  sale  to 
be  deemed  the  shop* 
keeper. 


Enclosure  in  No.  13. 

Ordinance  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 

Legislative  Council  thereof. 


TORRINGTON. 


No.  5. 


To  make  provision  for  the  registration  and  licensing  of  certain  traders. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  the  registration  and  licensing  of  persons  who  shall  keep 
wholesale  or  retail  stores,  shops,  or  boutiques,  in  certain  towns  in  this  island ; 

1.  It  is  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Legislative  Council  thereof,  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next  ensuing,  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  any  person  to  keep  any  wholesale  or  retail  store,  shop,  or  boutique,  which  shall 
be  of  the  annual  value  or  rental  of  five  pounds  sterling,  or  upwards,  for  the  sale  of  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandize,  within  the  towns,  forts,  or  gravets  of  Colombo,  Kandy,  or  Galle,  without 
having  obtained  a  license  for  that  purpose,  as  near  as  is  material  according  to  tlie  form  in  the 
Schedule  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A,  from  the  Government  Agent,  or  some  Assistant 
Government  Agent  of  the  province  in  which  such  town  is  situated.  And  any  person  who, 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  shall  by  himself,  or  by  any  agent,  servant,  or  other 
person  on  his  behalf,  sell  or  dispose  of,  or  cause  or  permit  to  be  sold  or  disposed  of  on  his 
accoimt,  whether  by  auction  or  otherwise,  or  shall  expose  or  offer  to  sale,  in  any  such  store, 
shop,  or  boutique,  as  aforesaid,  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize  whatever,  without  having  a 
license  which  shall  be  then  in  force,  or  contrary  to  the  tenor  thereof,  shall  be  guilty  of  an 
offence,  and  liable,  on  conviction  thereof,  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  pounds.  Provided  always 
that  one  license  only  shall  be  required  for  any  number  of  persons  in  copartnership. 

2.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  for  the  purposes  of  this  ordinance,  the  person  in  the  actual 
possession  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  exposed  or  offered  to  sale  in  any  such  store, 
shop,  or  boutique,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  keeper  of  such  store,  shop,  or  boutique. 
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as  aforesaid,  unless  the  person  in  possession  shall  be  the  agent  or  servant  of  some  other  person  CBYLON. 

who  has  obtained  a  license  for  such  store,  shop,  or  boutique,  which  shall  be  then  in  force  (the  "^"^ 

Sroof  whereof  shall  lie  on  such  agent  or  servant).     And  that  the  assessment  made  in  manner 
ereinafter  provided  shall  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  annual  value  or  rental  of  any  house, 
room,  or  other  premises,  in  which  any  store,  shop,  or  boutique  shall  be  kept. 

3.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  to  nominate  and  appoint  Committee  to  be 
within  and  for  each  of  the  said  towns,  a  Committee  consisting  of  not  more  than  five,  nor  less  appointed  to  assess 
than  three  persons,  being  resident  householders  therein,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  which         value  of  shops, 
of  the  houses,  rooms,  or  other  premises  therein  in  which  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize  shall  be 

sold  or  disposed  of,  or  offered  or  exposed  to  sale,  or  whicn  it  shall  be  intended  to  use  for  that 
purpose,  are  of  the  bonctjide  annual  value  or  rental  of  five  pounds.  And  in  case  any  person  so 
appointed  shall  die  or  resign,  or  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Governor,  become  incapacitated  to 
discharge  his  duties,  or  misconduct  himself,  the  Governor  may,  at  his  discretion,  appoint 
knother  person  in  the  room  of  the  person  so  dying,  resigning,  misconducting  himself,  or 
becoming  incapacitated. 

4.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  every  person  so  appointed  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  such  Members  of  corn- 
remuneration  as  the  Governor  may  in  his  discretion  award.  miUee  entitled  to 

5.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  said  Committee  shall  and  is  hereby  required,  on  the  J^"^""^*^**^"* 
application  of  the  Government  Agent  of  the  province,  or  of  any  person  who  shall  be,  or  shall  Committee  to  a«- 
intend  to  become,  the  keeper  of  any  store,  shop,  or  boutique,  as  aforesaid,  in  the  town  for  ^^**  v   ue  o  «    p  ► 
which  such  Committee  shall  be  appointed,  without  unnecessary  delay  proceed  to  inquire  into, 

and  according  to  the  best  of  its  inlbrmation  and  judgment,  ascertain  and  assess  the  boTid  fide 
annual  value  or  rental  of  any  house,  room,  or  other  premises  in  such  town,  which  shall  be  used, 
or  which  it  shall  be  intended  to  use,  as  a  store,  shop,  or  boutique,  as  aforesaid :  and  for  that 
purpose  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Committee,  or  any  member  thereof,  or  for  any  person  in 
company  with  or  authorized  in  writing  by  any  such  member  to  enter  into  and  upon  any  such 
house,  room,  or  other  premises,  and  to  do  or  cause  to  be  done  therein  or  thereupon  all  such 
things  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  such  Committee  to  ascertain  and  assess  the  annual  value 
or  rental  of  such  house,  room,  or  other  premises.  And  such  Committee  shall  without  delay 
report  the  assessment  so  made  by  them  to  the  Government  Agent  of  the  province,  who  shall 
thereupon  cause  the  same  to  be  entered  in  a  book  which  shall  have  an  index  or  other  conve- 
nient form  of  reference,  and  shall  be  kept  at  his  office  for  public  inspection. 

6.  And  it   is  further  enacted,  that  every  license   obtained  under   the   provisions  of  this  Licenses  to  be 
Ordinance  shall  be  on  a  stamp  of  one  pound  sterling,  and  shall  be  in  force  until  the  thirty-first  stamped ;  how  lon^ 
day  of  December  of  the  year  in  or  for  which  the  same  shall  be  granted,  and  no  longer :  and  the  ^^  "^  "*  force,  «c. 
^aid  licenses  shall  be  numbered  consecutively,  commencing  at  the  beginning  of  every  year  with 

Ihe  number  one. 

7.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  said  several  Government  Agents  and  Assistant  Govern-  Licenses  to  be  re- 
ment  Agent  shall,  and* they  are  hereby  required  to  keep  a  book  in  which  shall  be  registered  all  gistered. 

the  particulars  stated  in  the  licenses  granted  by  them  under  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance, 
and  every  entry  in  such  register  shall  be  numbered  in  accordance  with  the  number  of  the 
license  to  whicn  it  has  reference ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  at  any  time  during 
office  hours  to  demand  inspection  of  any  such  register,  and  also  to  take  any  copy  or  extract 
therefrom. 

8.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  any  person  shall  forge  or  counterfeit,  or  shall  cause  or  Penalty  for  forging 
procure  to  be  forged  or  counterfeited  any  license,  or  part  of  any  license  issued  under  any  of  the  Licenses,  &c. 
provisions  of  this  Ordinance,  or  if  any  person  shall  knowingly  and  without  lawful  excuse  (the 

proof  of  which  excuse  shall  be  on  the  person  accused),  have  in  his  possession  any  false,  forged, 
or  counterfeit  license,  resembling  or  intended  to  resemble  either  wholly  or  in  part  any  license 
which  at  any  time  whatever  hath  been  or  shall  or  may  be  issued  or  used  under  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  ordinance,  then  and  in  every  such  case  the  person  so  offending,  and  every 
person  knowingly  and  wilfully  aiding,  abetting,  or  assisting  any  person  in  committing  any  such 
offence,  and  being  thereof  lawfully  convicted,  shall  be  liable  to  be  imprisoned  with  or  without 
hard  labour  for  any  term  not  exceeding  five  years. 

9.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  the  keeper  of  any  store,  shop,  or  boutique,  as  aforesaid.  Penalty  on  nonpro* 
upon  being  thereunto  required  by  any  justice  of  the  peace,  superintendent,  or  inspector  of  duction  of  License 
police,  of  the  place  where  such  person  resides,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  within  a  reasonable  time  ^hen  lawfully  de- 
to  produce  his  license  to  such  justice  of  the  peace,  superintendent,  or  inspector  of  police,  he  ™*""®"' 

shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence,  and  liable  on  conviction  thereof  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  five 
pounds  for  the  first  offence,  and  for  the  second  and  every  other  offence,  to  a  fine  not  exceeding 
ten  pounds. 

10.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  in  any  prosecution  or  proceeding  under  this  ordinance.  Proof  of  License* 
any  question  shall  arise  as  to  whether  a  license  has  been  obtained  within  the  meaning  thereof, 

the  proof  that  such  license  has  been  obtained  shall  be  on  the  party  against  whom  such  prose- 
cution or  proceeding  shall  be  had  :  provided  that  it  shall  be  lawfiil  for  the  Court  to  award  a 
reasonable  sum  in  lieu  of  costs  to  the  accused  against  any  person  who  may  have  made  a 
vexatious  complaint,  and  such  sum  shall  be  recovered  in  like  manner  as  any  fine  imposed  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance. 

11.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  one-half  of  all  the  fines  actually  recovered  and  realized  Informer's  share.of 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance  shall  go  to  our  Lady  the  Queen,  and  the  other  half  to  the  peJ^alty. 
informer. 

12.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  no  prosecution  shall  be  instituted  against  any  person  for  Limitation  of  prose- 
any  offence  committed  against  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance,  cognizable  by  the  Police  cution. 
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CSTLON.  Court,  unleds  the  same  shall  be  eommenced  within  one  calendar  month  from  the  time  of  the 

"""^  commission  of  such  offence. 
OrdinRnce>hen  to        13.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  this  Ordinance  shall  commence  and  take  eflfect  from  and 

take  eflfect.  ^f^j,  ^[^  promulgation  thereof. 


SCHEDULE  (A;. 

No.  497.  Colombo,  the  day  of 

Bt  virtue  of  the  Ordmancc  No.         of  the  year  1848,  license  is  hereby  granted  to  Meera  Lebbe 
Marcar  (or  to  the  firm  of  A.  B.  and  Co.,  as  the  case  may  be),  to  keep  a  shop  (store  or  boutique)  at 
No.  5,  in  the  main  street  of  the  Pettah  of  (^lombo,  for  and  during  the  year  184  . 
Given  under  my  hand  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

(Signed) 

GrOTcmment  Agent. 

Passed  in  Council  the  Tenth  day  of  April,  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Forty-Eight. 

G.  C.  Talbot, 

Acting  Clerk  to  the  CounciL 
Published  by  order  of  His  Excellency  the  Grovemor, 

J.  Embbson  Tennent,  Colonial  Secretaiy. 


No.  14.         (No.  90.)  No.  14. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon-  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Gr£T. 

Pavilion,  Kandy,  May  5,  1848. 
Answered  July  14,   My  Lord,  (Received  June  26,  1848.) 

1848.  No.  250,  page 

331.  In  my  Despatx^h  (No.  52*)  of  the  7th  March  last,  transmitting  to  your 

♦  Page  94.  Lordship  the  Ordinance,  No.  3,  of  the  present  year,  to  provide  "  for  the  regis« 

"  tration  of  Carriages  and  Boats  used  for  the  conveyance  of  goods  and  pa»* 
'^  sengers  for  hire,  &c/'  I  stated  that  a  separate  Ordinance  would,  with  lUtle 
doubt,  shortly  pass  the  Council^  to  provid(e  for  the  registering  and  licensing  of 
palanqueen  and  Other  carriages  let  to  hire  for  purposes  of  pleasure  or  private 
convenience,  imd  for  bringing  this  description  of  traffic  under  a  proper  degree 
of  regulation  and  control. 
-  The  Ordinance  No.  7  of  the  present  year,  which  I  have  now  the  honour  to 
submit  for  your  Lordship's  consideration,  was  accordingly  passed  in  Council  ou 
the  10th  ultima  for  efiecting  this  object  Its  provisions  are  sufficiently  simple; 
and  do  not  materially  differ  in  their  nature,  and  the  mode  by  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  enforce  tiiem,  from  those  of  the  Ordinance  already  named ;  but  in  tixe 
present  Ordinance  the  stamp-duty  of  \L  sterling  will  be  levied  upon  every 
license  issued  for  the  space  of  one  year,  instead  of  a  duty  of  6^.  only^,  which 
was  chargeable  for  every  license  issued  under  the  prec^mg  Ordinance  The 
reason  for  this  difference  is  obvious,  viz.,  that  the  description  of  carriages  to 
which  the  Oi?dinance  No.  3  implied  are  such  as  were  used  for  mercantile 
purposes,  and  for  the  wdinary  and  necessary  traffic  of  all  classes  throughout 
the  island. 

But  the  carriages  to  which  the  present  Ordinance  applies  are  of  entirely  a 
different  description.  The  common  carriage  in  use  here  for  private  conve* 
nience  is  the  palanqueen  carriage  on  four  wheels,  drawn  generally  by  one 
horse.  A  vast  number  of  these  are  constantly  plying  for  hire  about  the  prin- 
cipal towns  of  the  island  without  being  subject  to  any  proper  r^ulations^  and 
without  any  protection  either  to  the  public  against  extortion  or  iiyustice,  or  ta 
the  owners  against  the  carelessness  and  wilful  neglect  of  those  to  whom  they 
are  intrusted. 

In  addition  to  the  carriages  which  are  thus  constantly  used  for  hire^  a  vast 
number  of  conveyances  are  kept  by  the  burghers  and  tradesmen  for  their  own 
pleasure  and  convenience,  who,  nevertheless,  are  ready  to  reimburse  themselves 
for  the  expense,  by  letting  them  out  for  hire  from  time  to  time  wh^  they  have 
no  immediate  necessity  for  using  them  for  their  own  purposes. 

The  first  Ordinance,  No.  3,  was  essentially  a  Carrier's  Ordinance  ;  the  one  I 
have  now  the  honour  to  submit  is,  more  properly  speaking,  a  Hackney  Carriage 
Ordinance,  and  by  it  not  only  is  provision  made  for  licensing  the  carriages  I  have 
named,  aiwJ  for  registering  their  owners,  but  power  is  given  to  the  Governor, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Executive  Council,  to  regulate  from  time  to  time,  by 
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public  proclamation,  the  rates  of  fares  which  may  be  demanded  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  carriages  licensed  imder  this  Ordinance.  Penalties  are  attached  to 
the  misbehaviour,  either  through  intoxication  or  wilful  misconduct,  of  the 
drivers  of  these  vehicles ;  and  the  owners  of  them  are  made  responsible  also 
for  their  being  kept  in  proper  repair,  to  ensure  the  safety  and  convenience  of 
the  public. 

Many  advantages  will,  I  am  persuaded,  result  both  to  the  public  and  to  the 
Government  from  the  adoption  of  this  Ordinance ;  and  I  have  by  no  noieans 
lost  sight  of  the  beneficial  addition  to  our  revenue  from  the  sale  of  stamps 
which  will  be  created  by  the  operation  of  it  I  trust,  iJierefore,  that  your 
Lordship  may  be  pleased  to  recommend  it  for  the  confirmation  of  Her  Magesty. 

I  have,  &c., 

•  The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)     .       TORRINGTON. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


CKVLON. 


Enclosure  in  No.  14.  EnoL  in  No.  14. 

Ordinai^cb  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative 

Council  thereof. 

TORRINGTON.  No.  7. 

For  registering  Palanqueen  and  other  Carriages  let  to  hire. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  make  provision  for  the  registration  of  pahtnqueen  and  other  Preamble, 
carriages  let  to  hire  for  the  job  within  certain  places  in  this  island,  and  for  the  licensing  and 
regulating  thereof. 

1.  It  is  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Hired  carriages  not 
Legislative  Council  thereof,  that  from  and  after  the  commenoement  of  this  Ordinance  it  diiall  to  be  kept  or  let 
not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  let  to  hire  by  the  job  to  any  person  any  palanqueen  carriage  or  ^^™^*  licensee 
other  carriage  with  two  or  more  wheels,  at  any  place  within  the  towns,  forts,  or  gravets  of 

Colombo,  Galle,  Jaffna,  and  Trincomalee,  or  to  keep  the  same  for  the  purpose  of  letting  it  to 
hire,  by  the  job  as  aforesaid,  unless  such  person  shall  have  bad  the  same  registered  in  manner 
hereinafter  mentioned,  and  shall  have  obtained  a  license  for  the  same  from  the  Government 
agent  of  the  province  in  which  such  person  resides,  or  from  some  assistant  Government  agent 
thereof.  And  every  such  license  shall  be  on  a  stamp  of  li.,  and  shall  be  in  force  until  the  olst 
day  of  December  of  the  year  in  or  for  which  the  same  shall  be  granted  and  no  longer,  and 
shall  be  as  near  as  is  material  in  the  form  in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A.,  and 
the  said  licenses  shall  be  numbered  consecutively,  oommeneing  at  the  beginning  of  every  year 
with  the  number  1. 

2.  And  it  b  further  enacted,  that  before  any  such  Ucense  as  aforesaid  shall  be  granted,  a  Declaration  of 
declaration  of  ownership,  as  near  as  is  material  in  the  form  in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed  ownership  to  be 
marked  B,  shall  be  made  and  signed  by  the  proprietor,  or  one  of  the  proprietors,  of  the  car-  ^^^^ 

riage  in  respect  of  which  such  license  .shall  be  applied  for.  And  in  case  any  person,  on 
applying  for  any  such  license,  shall  heglect  or  omit  to  specify  truly  in  such  dedaration  the 
name  of  amr  person  who  shall  be  a  proprietor,  or  part  proprietor,  of  any  such  carriage, 
or  who  shall  be  concerned  as  aforesaid  m  keeping,  or  letting  to  hire  such  carriage,  for  which  a 
license  has  not  been  obtamed,  every  persmi  so  offending  shall  be  liable  on  conviction  to  a  fine 
not  exceeding  51. 

3.  And  it  is  forther  enacted,  that  at  the  time  when  any  such  carriage  shall  be  Ucensed,  the  Numbered  plates 
Government  agent  or  assistant  Government  agent  granting  such  license  shall  issue  to  the  person  to  be  affixed  to  car- 
applying  for  the  same  a  plate,  on  which  shaU  be  legibly  painted,  or  marked,  a  number  corre-  '^^®' 
spending  with  the  number  of  such  carriage  mentioned  in  the  license  for  the  same,  together  with 

figures  or  letters  denoting  the  year  in  which  such  lioense  has  been  granted,  and  the  name  of 
the  place  where  such  license  was  obtained.  And  the  said  plate  shell  be  placed  and  fixed  upon 
such  carriage  in  such  manner  that  the  number  thereon  shall  be  at  all  times  plainly  and  distinctly 
visible  and  legible,  and  shall  be  kept  and  continued  so  fixed  during  the  oontinuance  of  such 
license,  and  the  proprietor  of  such  carriage  shall,  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  for  which  the 
said  license  shall  have  been  granted,  return  the  said  plate  to  the  Government  agent  or  assistant 
Government  agent  fi'om  whom  it  was  received. 

4.  And  it  b  further  enacted,  that  the  said  several  Government  agents  and  assistant  Govern-  Register  of  Licenses 
ment  agents  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  keep  a  book,  in  which  shall  be  registered  all  to  be  kept 

the  particulars  stated  in  the  licenses  granted  bytthem,  and  every  entry  in  euoh  register  shall  be 
numbered  in  accordance  with  the  number  of  the  license  to  which  it  has  reference.  And  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  person,  at  any  time  during  office  hours,  to  demand  inspection  of  the  said 
register,  and  also  to  take  any  copy  or  extract  therefixmi. 

5.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  when  any  person  to  whom  any  such  lieense  shall  have  been  ModeofditOMtuiit- 
granted,  shall  determine  to  give  up  such  Ucense,  and  to  discontinue  the  letting  to  hire  of  the  ing  Licensta. 
carriage  in  respect  of  which  the  same  may  have  been  granted,  such  person  shall  give  notice  in 

writing  of  such  his  determination  to  the  Government  agent  or  assistant  Grovemment  agent  from 
whom  it  was  obtained ;  and  when  the  time  for  giving  up  such  license  according  to  such  notice 
shall  have  expired,  and  the  plate  granted  for  such  carriage  shall  have  been  re-delivered  to 
such  Government  agent  or  assistant  Government  agent,  such  license  shall  cease  and  determine 
and  shall  be  no  longer  in  force. 
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Penalty  for  letting 
carriages  to  hire, 
&c.,  without  a  Li- 
cense. 


Penalty  for  forging 
of  License,  plate, 
&c. 


Rates  and  fares  to 
be  taken  for  such 
licensed  carriages. 


Penalty  on  persons 
refusing  to  pay  fare 
&c. 


Penalty  on  proprie- 
tors of  licensed  car- 
riages refusing  to 
let  them,  or  exact- 
ing more  than  the 
legal  fare. 


Proprietors  or 
drivers  misbehaving 


Proof  of  a  License. 


Informer's  share  of 
penalty. 


Limitation  of  prose- 
cation.        -^ 


Proprietors  of  11* 
censed  carriage! 


6.  And  it  is  further  enacted  that,  if  any  person  shall  let  to  hire,  or  shall  keep  for  the  pur- 
pose of  letting  to  hire,  any  such  carriage  as  aforesaid,  without  having  a  license  iu  force  so  to 
do,  or  without  having  the  said  plate  affixed  as  aforesaid ;  or  if  he  shall  use  the  said  plate,  or 
suffer  it  to  remain  fixed  on  such  carriage  as  aforesaid  after  the  period  for  which  it  was  given 
shall  have  expired,  or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  deliver  up  such  plate  within  six  days  after  the 
expiration  of  such  license,  or  after  it  shall  have  ceased  to  be  in  force,  every  sucn  person  so 
offending  in  any  of  the  several  cases  aforesaid  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence  and  liable  on  con- 
viction thereof  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  5L  for  tlie  first  offence,  and  for  the  second  and  every 
other  offence  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  10/. 

7.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  any  person  shall  forge  or  counterfeit,  or  shall  cause  or 
procure  to  be  forged  or  counterfeited  any  license  or  plate,  or  part  of  any  license  or  plate  issued 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance,  or  if  any  person  shall  knowingly  and  without  lawfiil 
excuse  (the  proof  of  which  excuse  shall  be  on  the  person  accused)  have  in  his  possession  any 
false,  forged,  or  counterfeit  license  or  plate  resembling  or  intended  to  resemble  either  wholly 
or  in  part  any  license  or  plate  which,  at  any  time  whatever,  hath  been  or  shall  or  may  be 
issued  or  used  under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance;  then  and  in  every  such  case  the  person 
so  offending,  and  every  person  knowingly  and  wilfully  aiding,  abetting,  or  assisting  any  person 
in  committing  any  such  offence,  and  being  thereof  lawfully  convict^,  shall  be  liable  to  be 
imprisoned  with  or  without  hard  labour  for  any  term  not  exceeding  five  yeai-s. 

8.  And  it  is  further  enacted  that,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  with  the  advice  of  the 
Executive  Council  from  time  to  time  as  occasion  may  require  by  any  proclamation,  to  be  by 
him  for  that  purpose  issued  and  published  in  the  Government  Gazette  of  this  Island,  to  declare 
the  rates  and  fares  which  the  proprietors  of  carriages  licensed  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Ordinance  shall  be  entitled  to  demand  and  take  for  the  hire  of  such  carriages  within  any  of  the 
said  towns  respectively,  and  from  time  to  time  as  occasion  may  require  to  revoke  any  suck 
proclamation,  and  to  declare  any  other  rates  and  fares  which  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  such 
proprietors  to  demand  and  take  for  the  hire  of  such  carriages  as  aforesaid.  Provided  that 
nothing  herein  or  in  any  such  proclamation  contained  shall  be  construed  to  affect  the  right  of 
any  parties  to  enter  into  any  special  agreement  with  each  other  with  reference  to  the  hire  of 
any  such  carriage  and  to  the  fare  to  be  paid  for  the  use  of  the  same. 

9.  And  it  is  further  enacted  that,  if  any  person  shall  refuse  or  omit  to  pay  to  the  pro- 
prietor or  other  person  authorized  to  receive  the  same  the  sum  justly  due  for  the  hire  of  such 
carriage,  or  if  any  person  shall  deface  or  in  any  manner  injure  any  such  carriage,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Police  Court,  upon  complaint  of  the  proprietor  and  proof  of  the  facts,  to  award 
reasonable  satisfaction  to  the  party  so  complaining  for  his  fare,  or  for  his  damages  and  costs, 
and,  also,  a  reasonable  compensation  for  his  loss  of  time  iu  attending  to  make  and  establish 
such  complaint ;  and  upon  the  refusal  of  such  defaulter  or  offender  to  pay,  or  make  such  satis- 
faction it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Court  so  commit  him  to  prison,  there  to  remain  for  any 
time  not  exceeding  one  calendar  month,  and  with  or  without  hard  labour  as  the  Court  shall 
think  at,  unless  the  amount  of  such  satisfaction  shall  be  sooner  paid. 

10.  And  it  is  further  enacted  that,  if  the  proprietor  of  any  such  licensed  carriage,  or  any 
other  person  having  the  charge  or  care  thereof,  shall,  without  any  reasonable  and  sufficient 
excuse,  refuse  to  let  such  carriage  to  any  person  desirous  of  hiring  the  same  for  the  legal  and 
proper  fare  allowed  by  any  proclamation  issued  under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance,  or  shall 
exact  or  demand  for  the  hire  thereof  more  than  the  proper  sum  limited  and  allowed  for  the 
same  by  any  such  proclamation,  every  such  proprietor  or  other  person  as  aforesaid  so  offending 
shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence,  and  liable  on  conviction  thereof  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  2/. 

11.  And  it  is  further  enacted  that,  if  the  proprietor,  driver,  or  horsekeeper  of  any  such 
carriage,  or  any  other  person  having  the  charge  or  care  thereof,  shall,  by  intoxication,  or  by 
wanton  or  furious  driving  or  running  with  such  carriage,  or  by  any  other  wilful  misconduct, 
injure  or  endanger  any  person  in  his  life,  limbs,  or  property;  or  if  any  such  driver  or  horse- 
keeper  shall  drive  any  such  carriage  to  which  there  is  no  proper  box  or  seat  for  the  driver ;  or 
if  any  proprietor  shall  let  out  his  carriage  for  hire  without  having  proper  driving-reins  for  the 
horse  or  horses  drawing  the  same;  or  if  any  such  proprietor,  driver,  horsekeeper  or  other  per- 
son as  aforesaid  shall  make  use  of  any  abusive  or  insulting  language  or  be  guilty  of  other  rude 
behaviour  to  or  towards  any  person  whatever;  or  shall  assault  or  obstruct  any  officer  of  police 
in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  every  such  proprietor,  driver,  or  horsekeeper  or  other  person  as 
aforesaid  so  offending  in  any  of  the  several  cases  aforesaid,  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence  and 
liable  on  conviction  thereof  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  5/. 

12.  And  it  is  further  enacted  that,  if  in  any  prosecution  or  proceeding  under  this  Ordinance 
any  question  shall  arise  as  to  whether  a  license  has  been  obtained  for  any  carriage  within  the 
meaning  thereof;  or  as  to  whether  any  person  has  made  the  declaration  required  by  this 
Ordinance,  the  proof  that  such  license  has  been  obtained,  or  that  such  person  has  made  such 
declaration,  shall  lie  on  the  party  against  whom  such  prosecution  or  proceeding  shall  be  had. 
Provided  that,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Court  to  award  a  reasonable  sum  in  lieu  of  costs  to  the 
accused  against  any  person  who  may  have  made  a  vexatious  complaint;  and  such  sum  shall 
be  recovered  in  like  manner  as  any  fine  imposed  under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance* 

13.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  one-half  of  all  the  fines  actually  recovered  and  realized 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance  shall  go  to  our  Lady  the  Queen,  and  the  other  half  to 
the  informer. 

14.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  no  prosecution  shall  be  instituted  against  any  person  for 
any  offence  committed  against  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance  cognizable  by  the  Police 
Court  unless  the  same  shall  be  commenced  within  one  calendar  month  from  the  time  of  the 
commission  of  such  offence. 

15.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  no  proprietor  of  any  palanqueen  carriage  or  other  car* 
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riage  licensed  under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance,  shall  be  required  to  take  out  any  license         CEYLON.] 
in  respect  of  the  same  carriage  under  the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance  No.  3  of  the  present  year  ^^^  required  to  fa^^e 
1848,  entitled  "For  the  registration  of  carriage  and  boats  used  for  the  conveyance  of  ^^oods  out  carrier'*  license, 
and  passengers  for  hire;  and  for  declaring  the  rights  and  liabilities  of  the  owners  thereof.' 

16.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  this  Ordinance  shall  commence  and  take  effect  from  and  Ordinance  when  to 
after  the  first  day  of  June,  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty -eight.  take  effect. 


SCHEDULE  (A). 
Ko.  15.  Colombo,  the  day  of 

Whereas  A.  B.,  of  No.        in  Street,  of  the  Pettah  of  Colombo,  in 

pursuance  of  the  Ordinance,  No.  ,  of  the  year  1848,  has  made  and  subscribed  the  declaration 
thereby  required,  and  has  declared  that  he  is  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  palanqueen  carriage  (or  other 
description  of  carriage,  as  the  case  may  be)  marked  and  registered  No.  15,  license  is  hereby  granted 
unto  the  said  A.  B.  to  let  out  the  said  carriage  for  hire  by  the  job  from  the  date  hereof  until  the 
day  of 
Given  under  my  hand  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

(Signed) 

^Grovemment  Agent. 
Note. — ^This  license  will  cease  to  be  in  force  on  the  day  of 


(B). 
T,  A.  B.,  do  truly  declare  that  I  reside  at  No.  in  the  Street  of  the  Pettah  of 

Colombo,  and  that  I  am  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  palanqueen  carriage  which  1  have  applied  to  be  re- 
gistered at  the  Colombo  Cutcherry,  and  which  has  been  registered  No.  15. 
Declared  at  Colombo,  the         '       day  of 

(Signed)  A.  B, 

Before  me 

(Signed) 

Government  Agent. 
Passed  in  Council  the  Tenth  day  of  April,  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight. 

G.  C.  Talbot, 
Acting  Clerk  to  the  Council* 
Published  by  Order  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

J.  Emerson  Tennent,  Colonial  Secretary. 


338. 

1. 


(No.  91.)  No.  15.  No.  15. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Pavni0n,Kandy,May6^^1^^^  Answered  July  1 9, 

My  Lord,  {Received  June  26,  1848.)  1848,  No.26o,page 

The  Ordinance  which  I  have  now  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  Lord- 
ship*s  consideration,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  be  recommended  for  the  confirmation 
of  Her  Majesty,  is  of  such  a  nature  that  I  feel  conscious  of  the  responsibility 
which  devolves  on  me,  in  explaining  fully  and  unreservedly  the  principles  upon 
which  it  is  founded,  or  to  the  development  of  which  it  is  calculated  to  lead. 
The  title  of  this  Ordinance,  "  No.  8,  of  1848,  to  make  provision  for  the  formation 
**and  improvement  of  the  means  of  communication  in  this  island,"  is  sufficiently 
simple,  and  the  object  of  the  measure  clear  enough,  to  recommend  it  at  once  to 
your  Lordship's  notice,  and  I  have  little  doubt  to  your  Lordship's  favour. 

The  preamble  of  the  Ordinance  also  is  calculated  to  attract  your  favourable 
attention,  and  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  whole  measure  is  framed  entirely 
in  accordance  with  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  Report  *  of  the  Committee 
appointed  by  your  Lordship  to  inquire  into  the  financial  administration  of  this 
island. 

But  I  feel  it  my  duty  at  once  to  state  to  your  Lordship,  that  the  principles 
brought  directly  into  practical  operation  by  this  Ordinance,  are  of  a  much  more 
important  and  extensive  nature  than  the  title  of  the  Ordinance  would  intimate, 
if  unaccompanied  by  an  explanation  of  the  machinery  by  which  it  is  intended 
that  it  shall  be  reduced  to  practice.  The  importance  of  more  ready  and  con- 
venient modes  of  internal  communication  is  too  obvious  to  require  more  tlian  a 
I)assing  observation.  The  raising  of  the  necessary  funds  for  meeting  the  local 
expenditure  upon  roads,  by  means  of  local  contribution,  is  likewise  (apart  from 
the  mere  details  of  the  manner  in  which  that  contribution  shall  be  levied,  or 


♦  For  this  Report,  vide  Paper  presented  by  Command,  April  1848. 
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CBYLON.  that  expenditure  regulated),  at  first  view,  a  matter  rather  of  simple  calculation 
than  of  general  policy  But  the  real  effect  of  this  measure  will  be  to  initiate  the 
elements  of  local  self-government ;  to  habituate  the  mass  of  the  people  to  interest 
themselves  in  matters  which  are  obviously  conducive  to  their  individual  as  well 
as  their  common  interests ;  to  teach  them  the  advantage  of  combined  exertions 
for  the  general  good ;  and,  I  am  free  to  admit,  to  relieve  the  Government,  or  I 
should  rather  say,  to  delegate  from  it,  some  of  the  responsibilities  which  directly 
attach  to  it  as  the  guardian  of  the  people. 

I  proceed,  therefore,  imreservedly  to  lay  the  matter  before  your  Lordship  in 
all  its  bearings. 

The  Report  of  Sir  William  Colebrooke  of  1832,  his  memorandum  of  the 
18th  July,  1834,  transmitted  by  Mr.  Spring  Rice  in  his  Despatch  No.  38,  of 
28th  October,  1834,  and  the  views  developed  in  the  Report  of  your  Lordship's 
Committee  of  1847,  alike  point  to  the  expediency  of  entrusting,  to  a  certain 
extent,*  "  the  management  of  local  concerns,  and  especially  the  care  and  main- 
"  tenance  of  public  works,  to  local  bodies  duly  elected  and  invested  with  a  power 
"  of  local  assessment  for  purposes  of  this  nature."  Sir  William  Colebrooke*s 
memorandum  distinctly  alludes  to  the  ancient  village  councils,  or  "  gansabes,'*  of 
Ceylon  as  institutions  once  popular  among  the  inhabitants  "  of  the  interior,  and 
*^  requiring  little  regulation  to  render  them  an  efficient  means  for  providing  for 
"  the  police,  for  the  registration  of  lands,  and  other  objects  of  local  interest* 
At  the  same  time  he  refers  to  the  regulations  framed  in  Java  by  Sir  Stamford 
Raffles,  during  the  brief  period  of  our  occupation  of  that  island,  for  restoring  to 
these  original  native  institutions  some  portion  of  the  effective  character  which 
they  had  lost  No  steps,  however,  appear  to  have  been  hitherto  taken  in  Ceylon 
for  carrying  out  the  recommendations  of  Sir  William  Colebrooke  in  this  respect, 
though  fortified  by  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  present  Ordinance^  although  ostensibly  and  in  truth  practically  and  simply 
a  rjoad  Ordinance,  is  in  reality  the  first  step  yet  taken  in  the  direction  of  self- 
government.  That  it  is  a  qualified  and  partial  step  I  am  quite  sensible ;  but 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  question  wWch  will  doubtless 
suggest  itself  to  your  Lordship  is,  whether  it  is  the  simplest  and  best  step  which 
could  have  been  decided,  for  securing  the  various  ends  it  contemplates. 

I  have  here  taken  the  high  ground  of  principle  with  respect  to  this  measure, 
but  I  am  quite  prepared  to  admit  that  the  narrower  groxmd  of  expediency 
suggested  the  particular  application  of  the  principle,  and  that  one  of  the  main 
objects  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  Ordinance,  was  to  get  the  internal 
communications  of  the  island  improved  and  extended  with  the  least  possible 
expenditure  of  Government  funds.  This,  therefore,  and  this  only,  appears  at 
first  view  to  be  the  principal  design  of  the  measure ;  and  I  was  induced  to 
concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  Council,  that  this  would  not  only  be.  the 
best  mode  in  which  provision  could  be  made  for  maintaining  the  public 
roads,  and  economising  the  resources  of  the  public  Treasury,  but  the  most 
eligible  form  in  which  the  elements  of  self-government  could  be  tried  as  an 
experiment. 

But  my  own  original  impression  was,  that  the  establishment  of  municipal 
bodies,  as  such,  with  limited  responsibilities  in  the  first  instance,  to  be  gradually 
extended  as  the  power  and  the  habit  of  regulating  them  became  developed  by  a 
sort  of  municipal  apprenticeship,  would  be  at  once  the  preferable  course  to 
pursue.  A  minute  embodying  my  views  upon  this  subject  was  accordingly  laid 
before  the  Executive  Council  early  in  September  last,  of  which  I  now  have  the 

^ honour  to  forward  a  copy  to  your  Lordship.     But  the  draft  of  an  Ordinance  for 

the  formation  and  maintenance  of  roads  under  the  superintendence  of  local 
bodies,  was  afterwards  brought  forward  by  a  member  of  the  Council ;  and  with 
many  subsequent  additions  and  improvements,  occasioned  by  the  suggestions  of 
the  Government  Agents  and  other  public  functionaries  to  whom  it  was  referred, 
it  ultimately  assumed  its  present  form. 

The  second  point  of  importance  which  demands  attention,  is  the  exaction, 
under  certain  adjusting  regulations,  of  a  small  amount  of  labour  (not  to  exceed 
six  consecutive  days  in  any  one  year)  from  every  male  resident  in  the  island 
between  the  ages  of  18  and  55  years,  commutable  by  a  money  payment  not 
exceeding  3^.  for  any  one  year,  or  of  such  lesser  sum,  within  any  particular 

*  Vide  Report  of  1847.    Paper  presented  by  Command,  April  1848. 
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province  or  district  as  the  Governor  may  from  time  to  time  appoint  by  public        cbylon. 
proclamation.    The  exceptions  to  the  universal  application  of  this  enactmait 
are  so  few,  that  none  but  the  Governor  himself,  the  military  stationed  in  the 
island,  and  Indian  immigrant  Coolies  in  search  of  or  actually  employed  for  the 
time  in  agricultural  labour,  are  exempted  from  its  operation. 

At  first  view,  it  might  appear  that  the  principle  of  this  enactment  gives  it 
very  much  the  semblance  of  a  re-introduction  of  the  forced  labour  system, 
abolished  by  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  12th  April,  1832.  But  in  reality  this 
is  not  the  case;  and  indeed,  ajRber  the  clear  exposition  of  the  nature  of  that 
Order,  and  the  strict  sense  in  which  it  was  to  be  interpreted,  as  laid  down  in  the 
Despatch  of  Viscount  Goderich  of  the  3rd  May,  1832,  founded  upon  the  Report 
of  Sir  William  Colebrooke,  of  the  16th  March  of  that  year,  I  should  be  exceed- 
ingly unwilling  to  reconmiend  to  your  Lordship's  notice  any  measure  which 
could  have  the  effect  of  re-introducing  the  abuses  and  perpetuating  the  hardships 
which  it  was  the  benevol^it  purpose  of  the  late  Earl  Grey's  Government  for 
ever  to  abolish.  Good  faith  and  good  policy  would  be  found  equally  opposed 
to  any  such  attempt. 

But  it  may  perhaps  be  still  open  to  question  whether,  in  suddenly  giving  up 
all  claim  whatever  to  a  portion  of  the  services  of  the  people,  which,  according 
to  their  own  customs,  they  had  from  time  immemorial  been  liable  to  raider 
to  Government  as  a  contribution  in  kind,  as  it  might  be  called,  for  the  general 
good  of  the  state,  the  Government  did  not  entirely  forego  the  advantages  of 
such  a  practice  without  securing  for  itself  any  equivalent  in  return.  In  relieving 
the  people  of  the  undoubted  abuses  which  had  grown  up  under  that  system,  the 
Government  took  from  them,  at  the  same  time,  the  advantages  which,  apart 
from  the  admitted  hardships,  might  still  have  resulted  from  the  better  regulation 
of  a  system  by  no  means  opposed  to  their  habits  and  prejudices. 

Indeed,  the  ruins  of  gigantic  tanks  and  other  works,  which  could  only  have 
been  constructed  by  an  immense  application  of  combined  labour,  bear  irre- 
sistible testimony  to  the  value  of  the  feudal  services  which  were  rendered  to 
their  princes  by  a  people  otherwise  strikingly  indolent  and  indisposed  to  united 
exertion.  But  the  Order  in  Council  of  1832,  in  abolishing  the  compulsory  ser- 
vices altogether,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  in  recommending  the  substitution 
of  hired  labour  instead,  for  the  construction  of  public  works,  omitted  to  point 
out  any  mode  by  which  provision  might  be  made  for  meeting  the  unavoidable 
expenditure  to  be  incurred.  The  people  while  they  individually  a{qpreciated 
the  advantages  of  their  exemption,  contributed  in  fact  nothing  in  return  for  the 
benefits  they  received.  Since  1832,  the  public  works  and  lines  of  internal 
communication  have  consequently  been  very  much  neglected,  the  banks  of 
tanks  and  water-courses,  still  in  use,  have  been  gradually  going  out  of  repair, 
and  a  retrograde  movement  has  been  in  many  parts  too  apparent. 

A  sufficient  quantity  of  hired  labour  even  for  the  principal  roads  is  not  at  any 
time  easily  to  be  procured;  and  the  corps  of  3000  pioneers  maintained  by 
Government,  composed  almost  exclusively  of  Indians^  together  with  its  large 
and  costly  establishment  of  elephants,  bullocks,  carts,  waggons,  &c.,  form  the 
indispensable  resource  of  Govermnent  for  the  maintenance  of  these  works.  The 
minor  lines  of  commimication,  canals,  &c.,  and  other  very  desirable  works  of 
much  local  importance  in  a  tropical  country,  have  received  little  attention. 
The  native  landholders,  I  am  informed,  and  the  village  communities  are  fiir 
from  unwilling  to  contribute  a  certain  portion  of  labour  £Dr  works  of  general 
utility  in  their  respective  districts ;  but  the  difficulty  is  apparent,  as  to  the  appli- 
cation of  this  labour,  and  the  mode  of  bringing  the  people  to  imite  their  efforts 
for  a  common  oliject 

The  principle  of  a  local  assessment  for  local  works,  commutable  by  a  contri- 
bution of  actual  labour,  was  fully  adopted  by  Lord  Stanley  and  Lord 
Aberdeen ;  but  the  present  measure  reverses  this  order,  and  makes  the  contri- 
bution of  labour  the  foundation,  while  the  substitution  of  a  payment  of  money 
is  the  alternative ;  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  not  only  that  this  is  the 
preferable  course,  but  that  the  Government  is  not  yet  in  a  position  to  be 
able  to  carry  out  the  project  of  local  assessment,  however  desirable  it  might 
otherwise  be. 

In  its  present  form  this  measure  must  be  regarded  as  an  experimest ;  experi- 
ence win  soon  point  out  the  mode  by  which  it  may  be  improved,  and  the 
operation  ef  it  enlarged.    But  I  have  reason  to  hope  that  it  will  foe  aitirely 
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Clauses  2  and  3. 


Clause  4. 


Clause  38. 
Clauses  42  and  44. 


Clause  45. 
Clause  46. 


Clause  6. 


Clause  7. 


Clauses  1 1,  24,  33, 
and  34. 


Clause  8. 


Clause  11. 


Clause  12. 


successful,  and  that  its  benefits  will  ultimately  be  great  not  only  for  the 
practical  good  which  it  will  effect,  but  for  the  naore  enlarged  civilization  of 
which  it  is  calculated  to  lay  the  foundation. 

I  now  proceed  to  remark  upon  the  details  which  are  comprised  within  no 
less  than  80  clausea 

Starting  from  the  principle  that  every  man  shall  labour  for  six  days  in  the 
year,  or  commute  that  contribution  by  a  money  payment,  the  Ordinance  pro- 
ceeds to  give  power  to  the  Governor  to  declare  by  proclamation  what  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  the  principal  roads,  rivers,  lakes,  or  canals,  upon  which  that 
labour  shall  be  from  time  to  time  employed,  and  to  specify  and  define  the  dis- 
tricts for  the  purposes  of  this  ordinance,  within  which  the  actual  residents  shall 
be  responsible  for  the  local  w^orks,  provision  being  made  that  their  liability 
either  for  labour  or  for  payment  shall  not  extend  to  any  work  at  a  greater  dis- 
tance than  20  miles  from  their  place  of  residence.  The  districts  so  proclainied 
may  also  be  subdivided  by  the  Governor  into  divisions,  and  as  regards  the 
minor  pathways,  water-courses,  &c.,  no  man  can  be  required  to  labour  or  pay 
commutation  for  any  work  at  a  greater  distance  than  seven  miles  from  his  home. 
By  the  38th  clause  provision  is  made  for  giving  to  every  man  the  option 
whether  he  will  choose  to  work  or  to  pay ;  by  the  42nd  and  44th  clauses  it  is 
made  penal  to  refuse  to  do  either  the  one  or  the  other  after  the  choice  is  made ; 
by  the  45th  clause  exemption  is  given  to  persons  who  from  bodily  infirmity  or 
mental  disease  are  incapable  of  work ;  and  by  the  46th  clause,  care  is  taken 
that  proper  means  of  subsistence  shall  be  furnished,  if  necessary,  to  those  who 
are  actually  employed,  at  the  rate  of  one  half  the  amount  of  commutation  pay- 
able in  the  district  by  those  who  elect  to  make  payment,  but  in  that  case  12 
days'  labour  are  to  be  exacted  instead  of  six.  Nor  can  this  be  deemed  unrea- 
sonable, inasmuch  as,  during  the  12  days'  labour,  the  individual  will  actually 
have  received  the  full  pay  of  six,  and  therefore  he  will  have  contributed  no 
more  to  the  common  stock  than  he  would  have  done  had  he  worked  for  six 
days  only  without  any  pay.  So  much  then  for  the  mere  question  of  labour,  or 
the  commutation  for  it. 

But  the  larger  question  of  tlie  machinery  for  regulating  and  appropriating 
these  resources  for  the  public  benefit,  for  creating  an  interest  among  the  mass  of 
the  people  in  matters  of  local  interest,  and  for  entrusting  to  them  a  limited  and 
qualified  control  over  the  management  of  their  own  alfairs,  has  been  a  matter 
of  deep  anxiety. 

In  each  of  the  six  provinces  of  the  island,  there  is  to  be  a  provincial  ro^ 
Committee,  of  which  the  Government  agent  is  to  be  the  chairman,  and  the 
Commissioner  of  Roads,  or  one  of  liis  assistants,  a  member,  and  not  less  than 
three  or  more  than  five  other  members  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor 
from  year  to  year.  The  secretary  to  the  Conunittee  is  to  be  the  Assistant 
Government  Agent  at  the  capital  of  the  province.  They  are  to  meet  at  the 
office  of  the  Government  Agent  for  despatch  of  business  on  the  first  and  third 
Monday  of  every  month.  And  they  are  to  constitute  in  fact,  as  will  appear  by 
the  1 1th,  and  particularly  the  24th,  33rd,  and  34th  clauses,  the  chief  directing 
and  responsible  body  in  the  province,  so  far  as  regards  the  provisions  of  this 
Ordinance. 

Subordinate  to  this  Committee,  there  are  to  be  District  Committees  for  as 
many  districts  in  each  province  as  the  Governor  with  the  advice  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  may  think  it  expedient  to  proclaim  (as  provided  for  in  clause  4), 
and  each  such  Committee  is  to  be  composed  of  three  members  appointed  by 
the  Provincial  Committee,  together  with  the  chairman,  who  is  to  be  the  Assistant 
Goverament  Agents  ex  officio,  when  present.  Rules  for  the  guidance  of  these 
District  Committees  are  from  time  to  time  to  be  framed  by  the  Provincial  Com- 
mittee^ subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  and  they  are  to  be  the  respon- 
sible parties  for  conducting  the  election  of  an  important  officer  in  each  division, 
who  is  to  be  styled  the  "  Division  Officer,"  and  who  will  in  all  probability  be  a 
native.  Upon  the  zeal,  intelligence,  and  activity  of  this  officer,  will  mainly 
depend  the  whole  practical  working  of  the  scheme. 

At  this  point  we  arrive  at  the  first  element  of  elective  municipal  bodies. 
The  division  officer  is  in  fact  to  be  elected  by  the  people ;  the  first  attempt  yet 
made  I  believe  throughout  the  eastern  world,  under  the  British  Government,  to 
introduce  or  perhaps  rather  to  revive  the  practice  of  permitting  the  people  to 
choose  from  among  themselves  the  persons  .with  whom  they  are  to  come  into 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OF  CEYLON.  117 

immediate  official  contact ;  and  I  have  every  confidence  that  the  attempt  will  be  :cevlon. 
peculiarly  successful  in  this  island,  if  properly  and  judiciously  managed, 
because  the  ancient  gansabes  or  village  councils  of  the  natives,  were  essentially 
popular  institutions,  although  their  duties  were  of  a  different  nature ;  and  I  find, 
on  a  reference  to  the  regulations  of  Sir  Stamford  Raffles  in  Java,  in  1814, 
which  were  abolished  by  the  Dutch,  that  the  headman  of  every  village  was 
freely  elected  by  the  resident  inhabitants,  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the 
resident  (Government  Agent),  and  that  the  principal  qualification  for  election 
was  actual  residence  and  the  possession  of  landed  property. 

I  now  come  to  the  qualification,  mode  of  election,  and  official  duties  of  the 
division  officer,  the  most  important  functionary  created  by  this  Ordinance.    To 
be  qualified  to  offer  himself  as  a  candidate,  he  is  required  to  reside  in  or  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  division ;  he  must  possess  in  his  own  right  Clause  13. 
landed  property  within  it ;  and  he  must  be  able  to  read  and  write  his  own  lan- 
guage.    He  will  also  be  required  to  give  proper  security  for  the  money  which 
will  be  collected  by  him,  or  pass  through  his  hands,  for  the  purposes  of  this 
Ordinance ;  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Provincial  Committee  to  notify  pub-  Clause  14. 
licly  the  amount  of  property  which  they  consider  necessary  for  qualification, 
and  the  value  of  the  security  to  be  given  in  each  of  the  divisions  of  the  province 
at  the  time  that  notice  of  an  intended  election  is  given,  and  candidates  invited. 
Power  is  reserved  for  any  male  resident  between  the  ages  of  18  and  55  to  state 
his  objections  to  any  proposed  candidate  in  writing  to  the  District  Committee,  Clause  17. 
who  are  forthwith  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  validity  of  such  objec- 
tions to  the  Provincial  Committee,  to  whom  power  is  given  to  object  to  the 
election  of  any  candidate  whatever.    But  if  a  candidate  shall  have  actually  been 
put  in  nomination  after  being  duly  approved,  and  the  majority  of  votes  shall  be 
recorded  in  his  favour,  then  he  shall  be  deemed  to  be  duly  elected.     If  in  any  Clause  19. 
case,  at  the  time  appointed  for  the  election,  no  properly  qualified  candidate 
shall  come  forward,  or  a  lesser  number  than  50  voters  are  present,  or  if  the 
person  elected  fail  to  give  proper  security,  it  is  left  to  the  option  of  the  Provin-  Clause  22. 
cial  Committee  either  to  fix  another  time  or  place  for  the  election,  or  them- 
selves to  appoint  a  duly  qualified  person  to  be  division  officer,  without  any 
election  whatever. 

I  next  come  to  the  question  of  the  right  of  suffrage ;  in  other  words,  who 
■  Jire  to  be  the  electors,  and  how  are  their  qualifications  to  be  ascertained  ?  The 
original  intention  was,  to  give  the  right  of  voting  for  the  division  officer  to 
*  every  man  liable  to  contribute  his  labour,  or  to  pay  a  commutation  for  it  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance;  and  as  all  males,  between  18  and  55,  come 
within  its  operation,  it  is  evident  that  almost  universal  suffrage  would  have 
been  the  result.  But  various  objections  were  made  by  the  Government  Agents 
to  the  practical  working  of  so  extended  a  suffrage;  and  as  these  appeared  to  Clause  19. 
be  founded  upon  reasonable  grounds,  the  suffrage  was  ultimately  limited  to 
male  householders  of  the  required  age,  resident  within  the  division. 

Some  difficulty  must  no  doubt  arise  in  ascertaining,  at  the  first  election, 
'-what  parties  are  or  are  not  entitled  to  vote  as  bondjide  householders,  but  as  it  Clause  19.. 
is  provided  that  the  elections  must  be  held  in  presence  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Provisional  Committee  (the  Government  Agent),  or  of  such  member  or 
members  of  that  Committee,  or  of  the  District  Committees,  as  he  may  depute, 
and  as  on  these  occasions  it  is  to  be  expected  that  he  will  be  attended  by  the 
proper  officers  of  his  establishment,  there  will  be  less  difficulty  than  might  be 
supposed  in  ascertaining  the  validity  of  a  claim  to  vote.  And  it  is  further 
provided,  that  the  person  before  whom  the  election  is  held  shall  have  the  power 
of  finally  deciding  whether  any  objection  which  may  be  raised  against  a  voter  Clause  2r.- 
is  valid  or  not. 

After  the  first  elections  are  completed,  and  division  officers  thereby  appointed, 
the  difficulties  will  be  in  future  materially  diminished ;  for  it  will  be  com- 
pulsory jfor  every  owner  of  land,  having  a  house  upon  it,  to  deliver  to  the 
division  officer  once  in  every  year,  if  the  latter  shall  demand  it  of  him,  a  list  Clause  26. 
of  all  lands  having  houses  on  them  within  the  division,  and  also  of  the  name 
of  the  principal  occupant  of  each  house,  so  far  as  he  may  be  able  to  ascertain ; 
and  refusal  to  comply  with  this  requisition  will  subject  him  to  a  penalty 
of  5/. 

The  power  here  given,  although  greater  than  might  be  looked  upon  with 
favour  in  England,  is  not  more  than  is  really  necessary  in  this  country,  where 
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Clause  27. 

Clause  29. 
Clause  27. 

Clause  47. 
Clause  32. 


Clause  33. 


Clause  35. 
Clause  33. 
Clause  36. 


Olause  40. 


there  has  hitherto  existed,  except  as  regards  one  or  two  of  the  larger  towns,  no 
registry  of  houses,  or  of  their  owners,  and  the  attempt  to  enforce  which,  und^ 
other  circumstances,  would  be  viewed  with  great  mistrust  by  the  people.  la 
this  instance,  however,  I  do  not  apprehend  that  bjij  objections  will  be  raised, 
because  the  object  of  it  will  be  at  once  aj^rent — namely,  rather  to  confer  A 
social  privilege  than  to  exact  the  payment  of  an  assessment. 

Having  by  this  means  procured  a  list  of  householders,  and  therefore  of 
voters,  the  next  step  in  the  process  will  be  to  ascertain  how  many  n^le 
residents  there  may  be  in  each  house ;  and,  with  this  view,  every  householder 
will  be  compelled  to  furnish  to  the  division  officer  once  a  year  a  list  of  all 
males  resident  in  his  house,  together  with  their  ages,  so  far  as  he  may  be  able 
to  ascertain  them.  A  corrected  list  of  all  males  within  the  division,  liable  to 
the  performance  of  work  or  the  payment  of  commutation,  will  thai  be  madje 
out  by  the  division  officer,  and  transmitted  by  him  to  the  District  Committee ; 
and  the  householder  will  himself  be  re^)onsible  for  the  labour  or  the  onnmii- 
tation  of  every  male  resident  in  his  house  of  the  stipulated  age;  and  all 
doubts  as  to  the  age  of  an  individual  are  to  be  finally  settled  by  the  District 
Committee. 

As  the  Committees  will  be  required  to  furnish  copies  of  their  listi  annually 
to  Government,  it  becomes  obvious  that  the  machinery  once  brought  into 
operation  will  conduce  very  much  to  facilitate  the  much-desired  object  of 
taking  a  census  of  the  population  of  the  island,  of  which  we  have  at  present  a 
very  inadequate  idea. 

We  now  come  to  the  appropriation  of  the  labour,  which  we  have  thus  far 
taken  means  to  secure ;  and  upon  the  judicious  and  skilful  management  of  this, 
the  main  ostensible  benefit  of  the  measure  to  the  people,  will  depend  the 
successful  working  of  the  whole  scheme,  and  the  degree  of  fiivour  with  which 
it  may  be  received.  The  misapplication,  or  the  useless  frittering  away  of  the 
means  of  otherwise  conferring  vast  benefits,  will  require  to  be  guarded  against 
with  the  most  watchful  and  jealous  eye.  A  door  would  be  opened  to  the 
widest  abuses,  and  the  ground  laid  for  the  foundation  of  universal  dissatisfac- 
tion, unless  the  most  rigid  system  of  management  were  to  be  enforced  in  the 
distribution  of  the  peculiar  resources  placed  at  the  dii^sal  of  Govemm«it  by 
this  Ordinance. 

It  is,  therefore,  provided,  that  estimates  shall  be  annually  transmitted  to  the 
Governor  by  the  Provincial  Committee  (prepared  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Roads),  of  the  amount  which  it  will  be  requisite  to 
expend  in  the  ensuing  year  upon  the  principal  works  within  the  several 
districts  of  the  province.  But  the  power  given  to  the  Committee  of  appro- 
priating the  labour  of  each  district  is  limited,  as  regards  these  principal  works, 
to  two-thirds  of  the  whole  amount  of  labour  due  from  the  district;  and  the 
remaining  third,  or  any  money  which  may  be  paid  in  commutation  thereof, 
may  be  applied  by  the  District  Ccmraiittee  for  the  repair  or  formation  of  any 
of  the  minor  works,  pathways,  gcc,  which  have  not  been  proclaimed  as  prin- 
cipal works. 

With  regard  to  the  dispouil  of  the  money  which  may  be  received  as  com* 
mutation,  it  is  provided  that  the  Government  Agent  (as  chairman  of  the 
Provincial  Committee)  shall  be  responsible  for  its  proper  disbursement.  A 
portion  of  it  will  be  expended  in  allowances  for  the  subsistence  of  labourers, 
and  also  for  the  proper  remuneration  of  the  division  officers  under  the  sanctioa 
of  the  Governor.  Lists  are  to  be  forwarded  annually  to  the  Governor,  and 
published  in  the  *^  Gazette,**  showing  the  amount  of  labour  performed,  and  of 
money  paid  on  account  of  each  district  during  the  year,  and  of  the  woits 
to  which  it  may  have  been  applied.  The  publication  of  these  details  will 
tend  materially  to  give  confidence  to  the  public  mind  in  the  sincerity  and 
good  ffidth  of  Government,  and  to  prevent  the  gradual  introduction  of 
abuses,  to  which  time  itself  might  otherwise  appear  to  lend  the  sanction  of 
Government. 

The  52nd  and  subsequent  clauses  have  been  principally  borrowed  from  the 
enactments  of  the  Ordinance,  No.  16,  of  1844 — "  For  the  preiervation  and 
improvement  of  the  streets,  roads,  rivers,  lakes,  canals,  &c.,  of  this  island.^ 
But  it  was  thought  advisable  to  transfer  to  the  chairman  of  the  Provincial 
Committee,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  Government  Agent  of  each  province,  most  of 
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the  powers  vested  by  that  Ordinance  in  the  Surveyor-General,  Civil  Engineer,        ceylon. 
and  Commissioner  of  Roads. 

These  powers  will,  undoubtedly,  be  very  extensive^  for  they  will  include  the 
supervision  of  all  streets  and  thoroughfares,  as  well  as  roads,  rivers,  and  canals, 
the  removal  of  encroachments  upon  the  property  of  the  Crown  equally  with 
obstructions,  and  the  power  to  call  for  the  production  of  title  deeds  in  certain 
cases,  and  to  examine  them  as  well  as  to  survey  the  premises.  The  operation 
of  these  clauses  adopted  from  the  Ordinance  above  alluded  to  has  already  been 
found  to  be  very  beneficial ;  and  it  appears  to  be  only  reasonable,  that  inasmuch 
as  the  numerous  inhabitants  of  the  principal  towns  will  be  large  contributors 
both  of  labour  and  of  money  under  the  stipidations  of  this  Ordinance,  a  fair 
proportion  of  both  should  be  applicable  to  the  necessary  improvements  of  the 
towns  themselves. 

Thus  far,  my  Lord,  I  have  endeavoured,  not  I  trust  with  greater  minuteness 
than  the  importance  of  the  subject  demanded,  to  place  before  your  Lordship, 
in  the  clearest  manner  I  could,  the  principles  upon  which  this  measure  is 
foxmded,  the  ends  which  it  is  hoped  may  be  attained  by  its  operation,  and  the 
means  by  which  it  is  proposed  that  it  shall  be  reduced  to  practice. 

I  have  studiously  borne  in  mind  the  principle  of  equality  of  rights  as  regards 
all  classes  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  resident  in  this  island,  whether  native  or 
Indian,  or  European,  as  laid  down  in  the  Order  in  Council  of  1832,  in  which 
it  is  declared  and  ordered,  "  That  none  of  Her  Majesty's  native  or  Indian 
"  subjects  within  this  island  shall  be  or  are  liable  to  render  any  service  in 
"  respect  of  the  tenure  of  their  land,  or  in  respect  of  their  caste,  or  otherwise, 
"  to  which  Her  Majesty's  subjects  of  European  birth  or  descent  are  not  liable, 
*'  any  law,  custom,  or  regulation  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding."  I  trust  I 
have  not  lost  sight  of  the  general  principle  advanced  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Inquiry  in  their  Repwt  of  1832,  and  assented  to  by  Lord  Stanley,  in  his 
Despatch  of  the  10th  November,  1833,  to  the  effect,  "  That  the  construction  of 
^  roads  and  bridges  should  still  constitute  a  charge  upon  the  districts,  as  well 
"  as  the  repairs  of  them,  where  the  tolls  are  inadequate  for  the  purpose, 
*'  the  option  being  afforded  to  the  landholders  of  giving  their  daily  labour  in 
"  discharge  of  the  assessment  at  a  regulated  rate." 

Entirely  concurring  in  the  regret  expressed  by  Lord  Aberdeen,  in  his 
Despatch  of  the  19th  March,  1835,  No.  20,  in  rq)ly  to  Sir  R.  W.  Horton's,  of 
the  30th  August  1834,  that  provision  had  not  been  made  in  the  Order  in 
Council  for  the  introduction  of  the  system  above  reconmaended,  I  am  quite 
persuaded  that  the  measure  I  have  now  the  honour  to  subnoiit  for  your  Lord- 
ship's consideration  is  likely  to  prove  the  best,  and  to  be  received  as  practically 
the  most  effici^it,  which  could  be  adopted  at  the  presait  period,  and  imder  the 
altered  circumstances  of  the  island. 

The  lapse  of  time,  the  better  appreciation  of  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the 
British  Government,  the  material  improvement  of  the  resources  of  the  people, 
and  the  clearer  appreciation  of  their  own  local  wants,  have  all  combined  to 
remove  from  the  minds  of  the  natives,  at  the  present  time,  all  mistrust  as  to 
the  sincerity  of  Government  in  the  abolition  of  forced  labour  of  1832.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  better  class  of  natives  are  fully  alive  to  the  benefits 
which  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance  are  calculated  to  confer  upon  than. 
In  many  of  the  districts  it  has  been  explained  to  them,  and  opraly  discussed, 
without  any  dissatisfaction.  Regarding  it  also  as  the  forenmner  of  a  more 
extensive  introduction  of  municipal  institutions  at  a  future  time,  and  fully 
believing  that  it  is  calculated  at  once  to  effect  many  beneficial  objects,  I 
earnestly  trust  that  your  Lordship  may  be  able  to  solicit  for  it  the  sanction  of 
Her  Majesty. 

I  have  &c 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey.  (Signed)        '  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 
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Enclosure  1  in  No.  15. 


End.  1  in  No.  15.    Ordinance  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative 

Council  thereof. 


TORRINGTON. 


Preamble. 


Every  male  resident 
liable  to  labour  on 
the  roads* 

Exceptions. 


Permission  to 
commute. 


Governor  to  declare 
principal  roads, 
rivers,  lakes,  and 
canals. 


Governor  to  declare 
Assessment  districts. 


And  divisions. 


Appointment  of 
Provincial  Com- 
mittee. 


Majority  to  decide. 


<}uorum. 


No.  8. 


To  make  Provision  for  the  formation  and  improvement  of  the  means  of  communication 

in  this  Island. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  make  better  provision  for  the  formation  and  maintenance  of  roads, 
and  for  the  improvement  of  the  means  of  communication  by  land  and  by  water  in  this. island; 
and  it  is  also  expedient  and  proper  that  the  labour  to  be  performed,  and  the  money  to  be  paid 
by  any  person  under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance  shall  be  applied  for  the  b^^t  of  tha 
roads  and  other  means  of  communication  in  that  part  of  the  country  within  which  such  persoQ 
shall  be  resident. 

1.  It  is  therefore  hereby  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Legislative  Council  thereof,  that  from  and  after  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1849,  every  male 
between  the  ages  of  18  years  and  55  years  residing  within  this  colony,  excepting  the  Governor 
or  Lieutenant-Governor  for  the  time  being,  and  officers^  non-commissioned  officers,  and  soldiers 
belonging  to  the  staff  or  to  any  regiment  or  corps  of  Her  Majesty's  army  serving  theran,  and 
any  Indian  Cooly  in  search  of  or  employed  in  agricultural  labour  in  this  island,  shall  be  liable 
if  required  so  to  do  in  manner  hereinafter  provided,  to  perform  six  days*  consecutive  labour  in 
each  year  upon  the  roads  or  other  means  of  communication  by  land  or  by  water  therein. 
Provided  always,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  commute  the  performance  of  the 
whole  of  such  labour  as  aforesaid  by  a  money  payment  of  the  sum  of  3*.  for  any  year,  or  of 
such  less  sum  for  the  like  time  for  any  province  or  district  as  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of 
the  Executive  Council,  from  time  to  time  as  he  may  see  occasion,  by  any  proclamation  to  be 
by  him  for  that  purpose  issued  and  published  in  the  Government  Gazette,  may  appoint,  subject 
to  the  rules  hereinafter  made  in  that  behalf. 

2.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the 
Executive  Council,  to  declare  by  proclamation  to  be  by  him  for  that  purpose  issued  and 
published  in  the  Government  Gazette,  that  any  road,  river,  lake,  or  canal  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  a  principal  road,  river,  lake  or  canal  for  the  purposes  of  this  Ordinance;  and  such  road, 
river,  lake  or  canal  shall,  from  the  time  specified  in  such  proclamation,  be  deemed  to  be  a 
principal  road,  lake,  river,  or  canal  accordingly.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor,  with 
the  like  advice  and  in  like  manner,  when  and  as  often  as  any  sufficient  reasons  shall  be  pre* 
sented  to  him,  to  change  the  course  of  any  principal  road  or  canal  within  this  isla.nd,  and  to 
substitute  some  shorter  or  more  convenient  course  for  the  same ;  and  also  from  time  to  time  to 
describe  such  new  principal  road  or  canal,  as  the  public  advantage  may  call  for  or  require.' 
Provided  always,  that  any  such  alteration  shall  be  made  before  the  annual  appropriation,  as 
hereinafter  provided,  of  the  labour  to  be  supplied  under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance. 

3.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shaft  be  lawful  for  the  Governor,  with  the  like  advice 
and  in  like  manner,  to  specify  and  define  the  districts  of  which  the  Residents  shall  be  liable  to 
performance  of  labbur  or  payment  of  commutation  for  the  formation,  maintenance,  or  improve- 
ment of  any  such  principal  roads,  rivers,  lakes  or  canals,  or  proposed  roads  or  canals,  or  any 
portion  or  portions  thereof,  and  with  the  like  advice  and  in  like  manner  to  alter  or  vary  any 
such  districts,  as  from  time  to  time  to  him  may  appear  expedient.  Provided  always,  that  any 
such  alteration  shall  be  made  previous  to  the  annual  appropriation  of  the  labour  of  the  several 
districts  hereinafter  directed  and  appointed.  And  provided  further,  that  no  person  shall  be 
required  to  labour  on  or  to  pay  any  money  in  commutation  of  such  labour,  in  respect  of  any 
principal  road,  river,  lake  or  canal,  or  portion  thereof,  if  the  place  at  which  he  shall  be  required 
to  labour,  or  in  respect  of  which  he  shall  be  required  to  pay  such  commutation,  ahall  be  distant 
more  than  20  miles  from  the  place  of  residence  of  such  person. 

4.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor,  with  the  like  advice 
and  in  like  manner,  to  subdivide  the  districts  created  under  the  provisions  of  the  preceding 
clause  into  divisions,  and  with  the  like  advice  and  in  like  manner  to  alter  or  vary  any  such 
divisions  as  froin  time  to  time  to  him  may  appear  expedient. 

5.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  for  the  purposes  of  this  Ordinance,  there  shall  be  in  each 
province  a  Committee,  to  be  termed  the  Provincial  Boad  Committee,  to  be  constituted  and 
appointed  in  manner  following : — the  Government  Agent  of  the  province  for  the  time  being 
shall  be  the  chairman  thereof;  the  Commissioner  of  Roads  when  present,  or  in  his  absence 
then  his  principal  assistant  in  the  province  shall  be  a  member  thereof;  and  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  Governor  to  appoint  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  five  persons  to  be  the  other 
members  thereof,  of  whom  at  least  two  shall  be  persons  not  holding  office  under  the  Crown; 
and  the  persons  so  appointed  shall  continue  in  office  one  year  and  no  longer,  unless  again 
appcintecf  in  like  manner ;  and  the  assistant  to  the  Government  Agent  at  the  principal  station 
in  the  province  shall  be  the  secretary  to  the  said  Committee. 

6.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  all  acts  whatsoever  authorized  or  required  by  virtue  of  this 
Ordinance  to  be  done  by  the  Committee  appointed  under  the  authority  of  the  preceding  clause, 
may  and  shall  be  done  and  decided  by  the  majority  of  the  members  of  such  Committee,  who 
shall  be  present  at  any  meeting  thereof  duly  convened  in  manner  hereinafter  provided,  not 
being  less  than  three  of  the  whole  number  of  such  Committee,  unless  where  by  any  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Ordinance  one  member  of  the  said  Committee  is  expressly  empowered  to  do  and 
decide  any  act,  matter,  or  thing  whatsoever.  Provided  always,  that  when  the  votes  of  the 
members  present  in  regard  to  any  question  shall  be  equally  divided,  the  chairmau,  or  in  his 
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absence  the  Commissioner  of  Boads,  or  his  principal  assistant  in  the  province,  or  the  senior  CEYLON, 

member  present  shall,  besides  his  vote  as  a  member,  have  a  casting  vote.     And  provided  ^^ .    *~  ^ 
further,  that  if  the  Government  Agent  shall  be  absent  from  any  meeting,  the  secretary  shall  chairman. 
be  entitled  to  vote  upon  any  question. 

7.  And  it  is  further  enacteo,  that  meetings  of  the  Provincial  Committee  shall  be  held  for  the  Meeting  of 
despatch  of  business  at  the  oflSce  of  the  Government  Agent  for  the  province,  upon  the  first  and  Provincial  Ccm- 
third  Mondays  of  eveiy  month,  unless  any  such  day  shall  be  a  public  holiday,  in  which  case  ™^^^^^* 
such  meeting  shall  be  held  on  the  next  following  day  not  beinff  a  public  holiday.     Provided 
always,  that  if  any  two  members  of  a  Provincial  Committee  shall  call  upon  the  chairman  by 
writing  under  their  hands  to  convene  a  special  meeting  thereof,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
chairman  to  convene  such  meeting,  and  three  days'  notice  of  the  day  appointed  for  tne  same 
shi^l  be  fiven  by  the  secretary  to  each  member  thereof. 

8*  And  it  is  nirther  enacted,  that  for  the  purposes  of  this  Ordinance  it  shall  be  lawful  for  Appointment  of 
the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Executive  Council,  to  declare  by  proclamation  to  be  by  I^w^<^^  Ck)mmittee. 
him  for  that  purpose  issued  and  published  in  the  Government  Gazette,  that  there  shall  be  in 
each  province  so  many  Committees  to  be  termed  District  Committees,  and  for  such  districts 
as  shall  in  any  such  proclamation  be  specified  and  declared  as  to  him  may  appear  expedient, 
and  with  the  like  advice  and  in  like  manner  from  time  to  time  to  revoke,  alter  or  amend  any 
such  proclamation.  And  every  such  District  Committee  shall  be  coastituted  and  appointed  in 
manner  following : — the  Government  Agent  of  the  province  when  present,  or  in  his  absence 
the  Assistant  Government  Agent  for  the  district  in  which  any  such  District  Committee  shall 
be  constituted,  shall  be  the  chairman  thereof,  and  three  other  members  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Provincial  Committee  ;  and  the  persons  so  appointed  shall  continue  in  office  one  year  and 
no  longer,  unless  again  appointed  in  like  manner.  Provided  always,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
any  member  of  a  Provincial  Committee  to  be  appointed  also  a  member  of  any  District  Com* 
mittee  or  District  Committees. 

9.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  any  person  appointed  a  member  of  a  Provincial  or  District  Person  appointed 
Committee  under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance,  shall  be  bound  to  act  in  such  office  for  the  bound  to  serve, 
space  of  one  year  from  the  time  of  such  appointment.     And  any  person  so  appointed,  who  shall 

refuse  to  act  as  such  for  the  time  aforesaid,  or  who  shall  on  any  occasion  during  such  time  as 
aforessod,  wilfully  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  him  by  this 
Ordinance,  shall  forfeit  for  any  such  act  of  neglect  or  refusal  any  sum  not  exceeding  50/. 
Provided  always,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor,  with  tne  advice  of  the  Executive 
Council,  upon  good  and  sufiScient  reasons  shown  to  him,  to  permit  any  person  appointed  a 
member  of  a  Provincial  or  District  Committee,  to  resign  such  office  before  the  expiration  of 
one  year  from  the  time  of  such  appointment ;  and  provided  further,  that  no  person  shall, 
unless  with  his  own  consent,  be  appointed  a  member  of  any  such  Committee  within  ten  years 
from  the  time  of  his  having  ceased  to  act  in  such  office ;  and  provided  further,  that  nothing  in 
this  Ordinance  contained  shall  prevent  any  person  duly  appointed  a  member  of  any  such 
Committee,  continuing  with  his  own  consent  to  act  as  and  be  a  member  of  any  such  Committee 
for  a  longer  period  than  one  year. 

10.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  in  case  of  the  death,  incapacity,  resignation  or  departure  Vacancy  in 
from  the  island  of  any  member  of  a  Provincial  or  District  Committee  appointed  as  aforesaid.  Provincial  or 

it  shall  be  lawftil  for  the  Governor  or  the  Provincial  Committee,  as  the  case  maybe,  to  appoint  ^»«t>*i<5t  Committee. 

some  qualified  person  to  supply  the  vacancy  so  created  during  the  remainder  of  the  period  for 

which  any  such  member  was  bound,  or  had  undertaken  to  act  in  such  office.     And  any  person 

appointed  to  supply  any  such  vacancy  shall  be  and  become  invested  with  all  the  powers  and 

rights,  and  liable  to  the  performance  of  all  the  duties  conferred  or  imposed  by  this  Ordinance 

on  members  of  the  Provincial  or  District  Committee,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  which  he  may  be 

appointed  a  member  as  aforesaid.     And  that  until  any  such  vacancy  which  may  occur  shall 

be  supplied,  the  remaining  members  or  member  of  any  such  Provincial  or  District  Committee 

shall  continue  to  do  and  perform  all  and  every  the  acts,  matters,  and  things  necessary  for 

carrying  into  effect  the  purposes  of  this  Ordinance,  anything  herein  contained  relative  to  the 

number  of  members  required  in  any  case  to  form  a  quorum  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

11.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Provincial  Committee  to  make  Provincial  Com- 
such  rules  for  the  management  of  their  Qwn  business  and  for  the  guidance  of  the  District  ™*^*<^  ^^  ^^^^ 
Committees  withm  their  province  as  to  them  may  appear  expedient,  provided  that  such  rules  ^  ^^ 

be  not  repugnant  to  or  inconsistent  with  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance ;  and  provided 
further,  that  copies  thereof  be  with  all  convenient  speed  transmitted  to  the  Governor  for  the 
approval,  amendment^  or  disallowance  thereof  of  the  said  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the 
bxecutive  Council;  and  the  said  rules  as  approved  or  amended  shall  be  published  in  the 
Government  Grazetto,  and  shall  thereupon  become  as  legal,  valid,  and  effectual  as  if  the  same  had 
been  inserted  herein.  And  it  shall  be  further  lawful  for  the  Provincial  Committee,  from  time 
to  time  as  to  them  shall  appear  necessary,  to  give  general  directions  for  the  management  of 
their,  business  to  the  District  Committees  within  their  province ;  provided  that  such  directions 
be  not  repugnant  to  or  inconsistent  with  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance  or  any  rules 
made  and  published  under  the  authority  of  this  clause, 

12.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  for  the  purposes  of  this  Ordinance,  there  shall  be  elected  or  Appointment  of 
appointed,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided,  for  each  of  the  divisions  created  under  the  pro-  divinion  officer, 
visions  of  the  fourth  clause  of  this  Ordinance,  an  officer  who  shall  be  called  the  Division 

Officer. 

13.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to  be  elected  or  appointed  a  Qualification  of 
division  officer  unless  he  shall  be  resident  in  or  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  division  division  officer. 
for  which  he  shall  be  elected  or  appointed,  and  shallbe  able  to  read  and  write  his  own  Ian- 
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guage,  and  unless  he  shall  be  possessed  in  his  own  right  of  landed  property  widiin  the  divim 
for  which  he  shall  be  elected  or  appointed.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Proriocial  Com* 
mil  tee  to  determine  in  the  case  of  each  division  the  value  in  lamltd  property  liie  possesskm  of 
which  shall  entitle  the  owner  to  be  elected  or  appointed  the  division  offioer  thereof,  as  well  u 
the  amount  of  the  security  to  be  given  by  such  officer,  as  hereinafter  provided. 

14«  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  Provincial  Coromittnr  shall,. with  the  least  poniUe 
delay  after  their  ajppointment,  fix  places  and  days  for  the  eleetimi.of  division  officers  br  eack 
of  the  divisions  within  their  provinces,  and  shall  give  notice  thereof  to  the  reepeetive  District 
Committees,  and  shall  cause  notices  in  the  English  and  native  langua^  to  be  affixed,  at  le«t 
one  calendar  month  before  the  day  of  any  such  election,  to  soeh. conspicuous  place  or  pbsessi 
to  them  may  appear  expedient  within  such  drvtsions  respectively,  calliitg  upon  all  psneoi 
intending  to  offer  themselves  as  candidates  for  the  said  office  to  signify  sadi  their  ioteatiaii  ia 
writing  to  the  District  Committee  within  30  days  from  the  date  of  sttch  notices.  And  such 
notices  shall  state  the  value  in  landed  property  of  which  the  candidates  must  be  the  owners,  as 
well  as  the  amount  of  security  to  be  given  by  them. 

15.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  security  by  the  preceding  dause  required  shall,  if  tlis 
Provincial  Committee  consent  diereto,  be  given  1^  way  of  mortgage  of  or  upon  sone  ini^ 
movable  property  of  the  division  officer  situate  and  being  widiin  tnis  island,  or  otherwise  l^ 
bond  of  two  resident  landowners  or  householders.  Provided  always,  that  any  mortgage  « 
other  bond  given  for  the  due  and  faithful  execution  of  the  duties  of  any  diyision  officer  ^ail  bi 
free  of  stamp  duty.  * 

16.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  any  party  intending  to  offer  himself  as  a^oandidatefiBr 
the  office  of  division  officer,  shall  vrithin  the  time  hereinbefore  mentioned  signify  sneh  his  ialo^ 
tion  in  writing  to  the  District  Committee,  and  shall  at  the  same  time  furnish  the  sakl  CSon*- 
mittee  with  a  list  of  the  landed  property  possessed  by  him,  and  of  that  which  he  xamjlm 
willing  to  hypothecate^  or  a  declaration  in  writing,  signed  by  two  resident  househoUeis  or 
landowners,  setting  forth  that  they  are  willing  to  become  sureties  for  such  persons  in  the 
amount  required,  and  the  property  which  they  may  be  willing  to  hypothecate.  And  sodi  two 
persons  shall,  in  the  event  of  such  party  being  elected  or  appointed  as  aforesaid,  be  tfaereupoo 
oonsidered  and  held  to  be  bound  in  law  as  such  his  sureties,  as  fully  and  effisetually  as  if  they 
had  given  bond  for  the  same,  and  shall  be  bound,  on  the  requisition  of  the  District  Commitlee, 
to  execute  and  sign  such  bond  for  the  required  amount  as  ihb  said  Committee  may  consider  Id 
be  necessary. 

17.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  District  Committee  shall,  without  delay,  < 


in  the  English  and  native  languages  to  be  affixed  in  such  conspicuous  places  within  the  Rspse* 
tive  divisions  as  to  them  may  appear  expedient^  setting  forth  the  names  of  the  parties  intenaio^ 
to  offer  themselves  as  candidates  for  the  office  of  division  officer  of  each  of  them,  and  d» 
knded  property  stated  to  be  possessed  and  proposed  to  be  hypothecated  by  them,  or  the  mnm 
of  the  persons  willing  to  become  sureties  for  them  respectively,  and  the  property  which  svch 
person  may  be  willing  to  hypotl^eate.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  male  between  the  ages 
of  18  years  and  55  years,  residing  within  any  division,  to  make  objection  in  wrtring,  addressed 
to  the  District  Committee,  within  15  days  from  the  date  of  affixing  such  notice,  to  the  eleetion 
or  appointment  of  any  of  the  candidates  to  the  office  of  division  officer  for  such  division*  Aad 
such  District  Committee  shall  forthvrith  inquire  into  the  truth  and  validity  of  any  objectioD  so 
made,  and  shall  report  thereupon  to  the  Provincied  Committee.  And  the  said  Provincial  Ce«« 
mittee  shall  make  such  further  inquiry  as  they  may  deem  requisite,  and  shall  dedare  whether 
the  objection  made  be  ffood  or  not,  and  the  decision  so  made  shall  be  final.  And  it  shall  ate 
be  lawful  for  the  said  Frovincial  Committee  to  object  to  the  election  of  any  candidate. 

18.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  Provincial  Committee  shall,  within  a  reasonable  tiae 
before  the  day  fixed  for  any  such  election,  transmit  to  the  District  Committee  a  list  of  the  can- 
didates approved  by  them,  and  such  District  Committee  shall  forthwith  cause  the  same  to  be 
made  generally  known  in  the  respective  divisions. 

19.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  every  election  of  a  divirion  officer  staU  be  held  at  the 
place  and  upon  the  day  fixed  by  the  Provincial  Committee  as  hereinbefore  provided^  and  in 
the  presence  of  the  chairman  thereof,  or  of  snch  member  or  members  thereof,  or  of  any  of  the 
District  Committees  of  the  prorince  as  be  may  depute  for  that  purpose ;  and  that  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  every  male  householder  between  the  ages  of  18  years  and  55  years,  residing  within 
the  division  in  respect  of  which  any  s\ich  election  ^all  be  held,  to  nominate  for  election  as 
division  officer  any  candidate  duly  approved  as  aforesaid,  and  no  other  perscm ;  and  every  sudi 
male  householder  shall  be  entitled  to  attend  personally  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  bebre 
the  member  or  members  of  the  Provincial  or  District  Committee  directed  to  hold  the  eledioa, 
and  declare  to  liim  or  them  the  name  of  the  candidate  for  whom  he  votes,  and  such  member  or 
members  shall  then  enter  or  cause  to  be  entered  the  names  of  the  voters  for  the  several  candt* 
dates  in  lists  to  be  by  him  or  them  opened  and  kept  for  that  piurpose,  and  shall  at  the  close  of 
the  election  jmblicly  declare  the  name  of  the  candidate  for  whom  the  greatest  number  (tf  votes 
may  have  been  recorded,  who  shall  thereupon  be  deemed  to  be  duly  ek^ted. 

20.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  any  person  elected  as  aforesaid  to  be  a  division  officer 
shall,  within  10  days  from  the  time  of  sudi  election,  give  such  security  to  Her  Majesty  for 
the  due  and  faithful  execution  of  his  office  as  shall  have  been  determined  by  the  Provincial 
Committee. 

21.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  at  any  election  held  under  this  Ordinance  any  Questions 
riiall  be  raised  as  to  the  right  of  any  peison  to  vote  at  such  election,  it  riiall  be  lawful  for  the 
member  or  members  of  the  Provincial  or  District  Committee  before  whom  such  elsotioB  shall 
be  held,  then  and  there  to  make  such  inquiry  as  he  or  they  may  deem  requisite,  and  to  declare 
whether  the  objection  made  be  good  or  not,  and  the  decision  so  made  shall  be  final. 
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'22.  And  it  k  (ui iber  eattcted,  that  if  upon  the  day  fixed  for  holding  ttny  election  as  afor^         QfiYLONi 
said  DO  approved  candidate  shall  oS^  hinMelf,  or  if  a  iesB  luimber  than  50  voters  shall  attend  p^^^ — ' 
and  give  ih^ir  votes  thereat,  or  if  the  person  elected  shall  fail  to  give  security  as  hereinbefore  dei^S^of  election. 
provided,  ijt  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Provincial  Committee  to  appoint  another  time  and  place 
for  holding  such  election,  giving  notice  thereof  in  manner  hereinbefore  provided,  or  if  they 
shall  think  fit  so  to  do,  to. nominate  and  appoint  some  duly  (lualifled  ]]^rson  to  be  the  division 
officer  for  the  division  in  respect  of  which  an  election  has  not  taken  place,  or  in  the  place  and 
stead  of  the  person  eleioted  as  division  officer  thereof,  but  who  has  £anled  to  give  security. 

23.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  any  person  elected  or  aj^ointed  to  be  a  division  officer  Person  eleeted  or 
tiiider  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance,  shall  be  bound  to  act  in  such  office  for  the  space  of  appointed  bound  to 
one  year  from  the  lime  of  such  election  or  appointment     And  any  person  so  elected  or  ^^^^^' 
appointed  who  shall  refuse  to  act  as  such,  or  who  shall  on  any  occasion  during  such  time  as 

aforesaid  wilfully  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  him  under  any 
«f  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance,  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  act  of  neglect  or  refusal  a  sum 
not  exceeding  10/.  Provided  always,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Provincial  Committee, 
i^n  good  and  sufficient  reasons  shown  to  them,  to  permit  any  person  so  elected  or  appointed 
to  resign  such  office  before  the  expiration  of  oae  year  from  the  time  of  such  election  or  ap- 
pointment, and  provided  further  that  nothing  in  this  Ordinance  contained  shall  prevent  any 
such  person  fr<mi  acting  in  the  said  office  for  a  longer  period  than  one  year,  imless  removed 
therefrom  as  hereinafter  provided. 

24.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Provincial  Committee  to  make  Provincial  Com* 
such  rules  and  to  give  such  directions  for  tlie  guidance  of  the  division  officers  within  their  mittee  to  make 
province,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  this  Ordinance,  as  to  them  may  offi^pg^"^   ivision 
a|^>ear  expedient,  provided  that  such  rules  or  directions  be  not  repugnant  to  or  inconsistent 

with  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance,  or  any  rules  made  and  published  under  the 
iuthority.of  the  11th  clause  thereof.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Committee  to  remove 
any  such  division  officer  from  his  office  upon  proof  to  their  satisfaction  of  disobedience  or  other 
misconduct  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

26.  And  it  is  forther  enacted,  that  if  any  division  officer  shall  die  or  become  incapable^  or  Election  of 
diH^ualiiied,  or  resign^  or  be  removed  from  his  office,  the  Provincial  Committee  shall  with  the  successors  to 
least  possible  delay  take  the  necessary  steps  for  the  election  or  appointment  of  a  successor  to  ^*^^*®"  officers* 
the  said  division  officer,  in  manner  hereinbefore  provided  in  respect  to  the  first  or  original  divi* 
aion  officers  appointed  under  the  authority  of  this  Ordinance. 

26.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  at  any  time  af^er  the  election  or  appointment  of  a  division  Landowner  to 
cffieer  for  any  divi^n,  every  peison  owning  any  land  therein  upon  which  any  house  shall  be  Airnish  lists  of 
then  standing  shall  once  in -every  year,  on  being  thereunto  required  by  the  said  division  officer,  houses, 
furnish  him  with  a  list  of  all  such  lands  within  the  said  division  and  of  the  houses  standing 

thereon,  and  of  the  namee,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  known  to  him,  of  the  principal  oocu* 
pant  of  every  such  house.  And  if  any  person  shall  at  any  time  after  such  election  or  appoint- 
ment acquire  any  land  within  any  divisioD,  upon  which  any  house  shall  be  standing,  or  upon 
which  any  house  shall  be  afterwards  erected,  he  shall  upon  any  requisition  to  that  effiact  by 
auch  officer  fumi^  him  with  the  information  hereinbefore  remured  in  respect  of  such  land. 
▲nd  any  person  negkciing  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  clause  shall  be  guilty  of  an 
aSsnee,  and  be  liable  on  conviction  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  5/.. 

27.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  at  any  time  afler  such  election  or  appointment  as  afore-  Householder  to 
said  every  householder  within  the  division  diall  once  in  every  year,  on  being  thereunto  required  f^^^ish  Ibt  of 
by  the  divtsion  officer  thereof^  fomish  him  with  a  list  of  the  males  resident  in  his  house  and  of  *"°***^ 
mir  respective  ages, -so  far  as  the  same  shall  be  known  to  him.     And  ai^  person  neglecting 

to  comply  with  sinoh  requisition,  or  wilfully  omitting  from  such  list  the  name  of  any  such  male, 
«hall  be  guilty  of  an  offi^nce,  and  be  liable  on  conviction  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  5/.  And  every 
meh  householder  shall  thereupon  be  liable  for  the  perfdmnanoe  of  the  labour  or  payment  of  the 
eommutation  thereof  duefeom  any  sueh  male  resident^  under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance 
for  the  year  on  account  of  which  such  list  shall  have  been  furnished.  And  if  any  such  male 
resident  shall  be  a  person  in  the  employ  or  in  the  reoeipt  of  wages  from  such  householder,  and 
if  sueh  resident  shall  leave  or  be  discharged  from  such  employ  before  the  performance  of  the 
labour  x»  pa3rment  of  the  commutation  due  as  aforesaid,  it  shaU  be  lawful  for  such  householder 
to  deduct  the  amount  of  such  commutation  from  any  wages  that  may  be  due  to  such  resident 
aft  the  time  of  his  so  leaving  or  being  discharged. 

28.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  every  such  officer  shaU  carefully  preserve  the  lists  fiu*-  Division  officer  to 
mshed  him  under  the  provmons  of  the  two  preceding  clauses,  and  shall  at  all  reasonable  times  preserve  lists. 
permit  any  person  liable  to  the  performance  of  labour,  in  respect  of  the  division  to  which  the 

same  shall  relate  to  have. access  thereto. 

29.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  every  such  officer  shall  with  the  least  possible  delay,  after  List  of  persons 
his  eleotien  or  appointment,  proceed  to  make  a  list  of  all  males  whom  he  may  know  or  believe  l»aWe  to  service. 
to  be  between  the  ages  of  18  years  and  55  years,  residing  within  the  division  for  which  he  may 

have  been  elected  or  appointed.  And  the  names  of  such  males  shall  be  entered  in  such  list 
alphabetically,  according  to  their  family  names,  and  such  officer  shall  immediately  on  the 
aompletion  of  the  said  list  transmit  an  exact  copy  thereof  to  the  District  Committee  of  the 
district.  And  ai^  sudi  officer  who  shall  wilfully  omit  the  name  of  any  such  male  from  such 
list  shall  be  guilty  of  an  oflfence,  and  be  liable  on  oooviction  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  20/. 

30.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  said  officer  shall  from  time  to  time  insert  in  the  lists  Necevsary 

by  the  preceding  clause  required,  in  its  proper  place,  any  name  that  may  have  bwn  erroneously  alterations  of  lists, 
emitted  therefrom>>or  thsnanse  of  any  penon  who  shall  subseauentLy  to  the  formation  thereof 
have  become  liahle  under  this  Ordinance  to  the  perfonnance  of  labour  in  respect  of  hisdivision» 
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and  shall  strike  out  the  name  of  any  person  who  shall  have  been  erroneously  inserted  therem, 
or  who  shall  have  died  or  been  exempted  from  the  performance  of  labour  in  respect  of  his 
division.  Provided  always,  that  every  officer  making  any  such  addition^  alteration^  or  erasure 
as  aforesaid  shall  forthwith  report  the  same  to  the  District  Committee  of  the  district  in  wirich 
his  division  is  situated,  and  any  officer  wilfully  neglecting  to  comjdy  with  any  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  clause  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offience,  and  be  liabie  on  conviction  to  a  fine  not 
exceeding  10/. 

31.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  at  any  time  after  the  preparation  and  transmission  of 
the  list  required  bv  the  29th  clause  of  this  Ordinance^  any  person  shall  come  to  reside  wichm 
the  limits  of  any  division^  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  division  officer,  and  he  is  hereby  required 
so  to  do,  to  call  upon  the  person  so  arriving  to  declare  whether  he  will  perform  in  person  the 
labour  due  by  him,  or  whether  he  will  commute  the  same,  and  to  proceed  thereupon  in  like 
manner  as  if  such  person  had  been  resident  in  such  division  at  the  time  of  the  preparation  of 
such  list  Provided  always,  that  any  such  person  arriving  as  aforesaid  shall  be  exempted  from 
performance  of  labour  or  payment  of  commutation  on  account  of  such  division,  on  production 
of  a  receipt  or  certificate  proving  the  payment  or  performance  of  the  same  on  account  of  some 
other  division  for  the  same  year.  Provided  also,  that  such  person  so  arriving  shall  be  exempted 
in  like  manner  who  shall  come  to  reside  in  such  division  at  any  time  within  three  months 
before  the  expiration  of  the  current  year,  unless  during  the  preceding  months  of  such  year  he 
shall  haye  resided  in  some  other  division  of  the  island. 

32.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  said  Provincial  Committee  shall  on  or  before  the  Ist 
day  of  October  in  this  present  year,  and  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  July  in  every  subseqtient 

irear,  transmit  to  the  Governor  a  numerical  abstract  of  the  males  resident  within  the  province 
iable  to  the  performance  of  labour  under  this  Ordinance  during  the  ensuing  year,  distinguish- 
ing the  immber  thereof  belonging  to  each  district  and  division  within  the  province. 

33.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  Provincial  Committee  shall  on  or  before  the  said  ist 
day  of  October  in  this  present  year,  and  on  or  before  the  Ist  day  of  July  in  every  subseqi^nt 
year,  transmit  to  the  Governor  an  estimate  or  estimates,  to  be  prepared  under  the  direction  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Roads,  of  the  amount  required  to  be  expended  during  the  ensuing  year 
upon  anv  road,  river,  lake,  or  canal  within  the  province,  which  may  have  been  declared  to  be  a 
principal  road,  river,  lake,  or  canal,  or  proposed  principal  road  or  canal  as  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided^ and  shall  state  at  what  time  during  such  year  the  respective  works  could  most  oon«- 
veniently  be  performed.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  to  propose  such  estimates,  or 
such  of  them  as  to  him  may  appear  expediait,  in  the  Ordinance  for  making  provision  for  the 
contingent  expenditure  of  the  colony  for  such  ensuing  year,  to  be  dealt  with  in  like  manner  as 
any  other  estimate  to  be  so  proposed.  Provided  always,  that  the  amount  of  labour  to  be 
supplied  under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance  for  the  performance  of  any  work  or  works  for 
which  an  estimate  or  estimates  may  have  been  so  proposed  by  the  Governor  and  apnroved  of 
by  the  Legislative  Council,  shall  be  distinctly  stated  in  the  Ordinance  enacted  f<nr  toe  same, 
and  that  the  same  shall  not  exceed  two-thirds  of  the  whole  amount  of  labour  due  from  the 
district  or  districts  within  which  it  may  be  required  to  be  performed. 

34.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  superintendence,  direction,  and  control  of  any  labour 
to  be  supplied  under  this  Ordinance  for  the  execution  of  any  work  provided  by  the  Governor 
and  the  Legislative  Council  to  be  undertaken  upon  any  principal  road,  river,  lake,  or  caual^ 
under  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  clause,  shaU  be  vested  in  the  Commissioner  of  RoqmIs  for 
the  time  being,  or  such  other  officer  as  the  Governor  may  direct  And  the  Provincial  Cbm- 
mittee  shall,  as  hereinafter  provided,  furnish  the  said  Commissioner  of  Roads  or  other  oflk!er 
with  the  proper  amount  of  labour  for  each  such  work,  or  shall  from  time  to  time  pay  for  such 
labour  out  of  the  sums  received  by  them,  as  hereinafter  provided,  in  commutation  of  labour  due 
under  this  Ordinance. 

35.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  Commissioner  of  Roads  or  other  officer  shall,  imme- 
diately after  any  work  shall  have  been  in  manner  aforesaid  directed  by  the  Grovemor  and  the 
Legislative  Council  to  be  undertaken,  inform  the  Provincial  Committee  of  the  time  at  which  he 
proposes  to  commence  such  work.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  Provmcial  Committee,  cmd 
they  are  hereby  required  to  determine,  as  to  them  shall  appear  expedient,  the  proportion  of  the 
labour  due  from  each  district  and  division  within  their  province,  which  shall  be  applied  to  each 
such  work,  provided  that  such  appropriation  shall  be  in  strict  conformity  with  any  proclama- 
tions  which  shall  have  been  published  by  the  Governor,  under  the  provisions  of  the  3rd  and 
4th  clauses  of  this  Ordinance,  and  which  shall  then  be  in  force.  And  the  Provincial  Com- 
mittee shall  inform  each  District  Committee  of  the  amount  of  labour  to  be  (umished  by  each 
division,  in  conformity  with  such  appropriation.  And  such  District  Committee  shall  forthwith 
cause  notices  thereof,  in  the  native  languages,  to  be  affixed  to  such  conspicuous  places  within 
the  respective  divisions,  as  to  them  may  appear  expedient. 

36.  And  whereas  by  the  33rd  clause  of  this  Ordinance  it  is  provided  that  the  amount  of 
labour  to  be  supplied  under  the  same  for  the  principal  roads,  rivers,  lakes,  and  canals,  shall  not 
exceed  two-thirds  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  labour  due  from  each  district,  and  it  is  expedient 
to  make  provision  for  the  due  application  of  the  remainder  of  such  labour  as  may  be  most 
advantageous  for  the  public.  It  is,  therefore,  farther  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
District  Committee,  with  the  approval  of  the  Provincial  Committee,  to  apply  any  such  remainder 
of  labour,  or  any  money  paid  in  commutation  thereof  for  the  repair,  improvement,  mainte- 
nance and  formation  of  any  minor  road  or  path,  river,  lake,  or  canal  within  the  district  Pro- 
vided always,  that  no  person  shall  be  liable  to  be  employed  upon,  nor  shall  the  money  paid  by 
any  person  in  commutation  be  applied  under  this  clause  to  any  work,  if  *  the  place  at  which 
such  work  shall  be  undertaken  slmll  be  at  a  greater  distance  than  seven  miles  from  the  place 
where  such  person  shall  resideu 
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37.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  charge  of  all  rest  houses,  and  of  any  premises  be-         CBYJU)N. 
longing  thereto,  the  property  of  Her  Majesty,  shall  be  vested  in  the  Provincial  Committee  of  p     .  ^jT^ 
the  province  within  which  the  same  shall  be  situated.     And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Com-  mijtjl^io  hav™* 
mittee,  with  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  to  make  such  rules  as  to  them  may  appear  expedient  charge  of  rest 
in  reaped  to  the  letting  or  occupation  of  the  same,  and  all  such  rules  shall  be  binding  in  law  bouses, 
upon  all  parties  in  any  manner  using  or  occupying  any  such  rest  houses,  or  any  of  the  pre- 
mises belonging  thereto.     And  all  sums  which  shsal  by  virtue  of  any  such  rules  or  otherwise 
be  received  from  any  person  hiring,  usingj  or  occupying  any  such  rest  house  or  premises,  shall 
be  paid  over  to  the  chairman  of  the  District  Committee  of  the  district  within  which  the  same 
«hall  be  situated.     And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Provincial  Committee,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Governor,  to  apply  any  of  the  labour  provided  by  or  any  of  the  money  received  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Ordinance,  to  the  rq)air  of  any  existing  rest  house  and  of  the  premises  belonging 
tibereto,  and  to  the  construction  and  repair  of  any  such  other  rest  house  or  other  place  of  shelter 

'  for  travellers,  as  from  time  to  time  may  be  found  to  be  necessary. 

I        38c  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  immediately  after  the  appropriation  by  the  Provincial  Election  of 

M  Committee,  under  the  provisions  of  the  35th  clause  of  this  Ordinance,  of  the  labour  of  the  performance  of 
respective  districts,  the  division  officer  shall  call  upon  every  householder  resddent  within  his  ^^^^^  o*"  psyment 
division  then  and  thereto  declare  whether  each  and  every  person  mentioned  in  the  list  furnished  ®  commu  a  lon^ 
by  him  under  the  provisions  of  the  27th  clause  of  this  Ordinance,  will  perform  in  person  the 
labour  hereinbefore  required  of  him,  or  whether  he  will  commute  the  performance  of  such 

^   labour  as  hereinbefore  provided,  and  such  declaration  shall  be  deemed  to  be  made  by  and  on 
:  behalf  of  and  shall  be  binding  upon  each  such  person.     And  such  householder  shall,  within  10 
days  from  the  date  of  such  decision,  pay  over  to  the  division  officer  the  commutation  due  on 
aoeount  of  any  such  person, 

39.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  division  officer  shall  furnish  the  District  Committee,  List  of  those  who 
.    with  the  least  possible  delay,  with  a  list  of  the  persons  resident  in  his  division  who  may  have  *'^t  *o  labour  or 

elected  to  perform  the  labour  due  from  them,  and  a  list  of  those  who  may  have  elected  to  pay  1^^^* 
the  commutation,  in  respect  to  the  ensuing  year,  and  shall  at  the  same  time  pay  to  the  chairman 
of  the  said  Committee  all  sums  received  by  him. 

40.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  all  sums  which  shall  be  received  by  the  chairman  of  any  Money  to  be  at  the- 
District  Comneiittee,  under  the  provis^ions  of  this  Ordinance,  shall  be  held  by  him,  subject  to  the  disposal  of  chair- 
ordera  of  the  chairman  of  the  Provincial  Conunittee,  and  that  the  order  of  such  last-mentioned  "*"  of  Provincial  j 
chairman  for  the  payment  of  any  money,  together  with  the  receipt  of  the  party  to  whom  the      ™         * 
same  may  have  been  paid,  shall  oe  held  to  be  a  full  and  sufficient  authority  and  discharge  for 

any  soefa  payment. 
.  41.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  Provincial  Committee  shall,  at  least  one  calendar  Notice  of 

-  month  before  the  commencement  of  any  work  upon  any  principal  road,  give  notice  thereof  to  conunencement  of^ 
»  .  Ibe  respective  District  Committees  for  each  of  the  districts  from  which  any  labour  may  be  due  ^^^  ^"  pnncipal 
.*  for  the  execution  of  the  same,  and  such  District  Committees  shall,  through  the  proper  division 

offieer,  call  upon  the  householders  to  cause  all  the  inmates  of  their  houses  who  may  nave  elected 
to  perform  the  labour  due  from  them,  to  attend  and  render  the  same  at  such  time  and  place  and 
in  such  rotation  as  may  be  directed  by  the  said  District  Committees. 

-  '  4Q.  And  it  is  further  enacted,,  that  if  any  person  who  shall  have  elected  to  commute  the  Penalty  on  default 
, .  performance  of  labour,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  either  on  his  own  bdialf  or  on  behalf  of  any  of  wyment  or 

mmate  of  his  house,  shall  fail  to  pay  such  commutation  within  the  time  appointed  to  the  division  P«normanoe» 
.   officer,  or  if  any  person  or  householder  who  shall  have  elected  to  perform  in  person  the  labour 
:   doe  from  him,  or  from  any  inmate  of  his  house,  shall  fail  or  refiise  to  attend  and  perform  the 
same,  or  to  cause  such  inmate  so  to  do  at  the  proper  time  and  place,  when  required  so  to  do, 
•  mxf  such  person  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence,  ana  be  liable,  on  conviction,  to  a  fine  not  exceeding 
five  pounds.     Provided  always,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  householder,  who  may  be  unable  Proviso* 
.  to  procure  the- attendance  of  any  such  inmate,  or  who  may  himself  be  unable  to  attend,  to  pay 
.  over  to  the  division  officer,  within  seven  days  from  the  day  appointed  for  such  attendance,  and 
•    instead  thereof  the  sum  of  6^.,  or  twice  the  amount  which  may  have  been  declared  by  the 
Governor,  by  any  proclamation  published  under  the  authority  of  the  1st  clause  of  this  Ordi* 
nance,  to  be  payable  in  respect  of  the  district  in  which  such  householder  shall  reside,  anything 
in  this  clause  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  and  which  sum  such  householder  shall  be  en- 
titled to  recover  from  any  such  inmate  for  whom  the  same  has  been  paid.     And  provided 
further  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person,  who  shall  have  elected  to  perform  the  labour  in 
person,  to  perform  the  same  when  required  by  substitute. 

43.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  any  householder  or  person  who  shall  pay  any  such  sum  as  Receipts  or 

is  hereinbefore  required  in  commutation  of  the  labour  due  from  him«  or  from  any  inmate  of  his  certificate  to  be 

bouse,  under  this  Ordinance  for  any  one  year,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  receipt  from  the  g^^»t«d  by  proper 

division  officer  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  paid.     And  any  person  who  shall  perform  the  ^™^'^* 

labour  hereinbefore  required  of  him  in  respect  of  any  one  year,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from 

the  officer  in  charge  of  any  work  upon  which  he  may  be  employed,  a  certificate  of  the  due 

performance  of  such  labour.    And  any  division  or  other  officer  who  shall  wilfully  neglect  or 

delay  to  grant  such  receipt  or  certificate,  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence,  and  shall  be  liable,  on 

conviction,  to  anv  fine  not  exceeding  5/.     Provided  that  all  audi  receipts  shall  be  free  of  stamp 

duty,  and  provided  further  that  the  officer  in  charge  of  any  such  work  shall,  at  the  termination 

thereof,  or  at  the  termination  of  the  year  during  which  the  same  shall  be  carried  on,  grant  to 

d)e  division  officer  a  certificate  showing  the  number  of  persons  of  his  division  who  may  have 

been  employed  upon  such  work  during  such  year. 

44.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  any  person  liable  to  the  performance  of  labour  under  this  Labourer  refusing 
Ordinance,  and  who  shall  have  elected  to  perform  in  person  Uie  labour  due  from  him,  or  the.  to  work 
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District  Commiitee 
to  exempt  persons 
incapable  of  labour. 


District  Committee 
may  pay  subsist- 
ence money. 


District  Committee 
to  determine 
questions  of  age. 


Division  officer  to 
'  render  account. 


Payment  of  divbion 
officer. 


Headman  and 
others  to  assist 
division  officers. 


Provincial  Com- 
mittee to  fumfsli 
lists  of  labour 
rendered  and  works 
executed. 


Proper  officers 
empowered  to  enter 
upon  lands  for 
repairi  &c  of  roads 
and  canals ; 


siiklstiile  of  sny  such  peraoD  eni|^yed  upon  any  work  under  this  Ordinance,  who,  Without 
raasouble  eause^  AM  neglect  or  retee  to  attend  at  and  during  the  time  and  hours  when  of 
at  the  piaoe  wliere  he  may  have  been  ordered  to  attend  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  such  work, 
or  who  shall  be  guilty  of  wilful  ne|;kct  or  diaobedienee  of  the  orders  of  such  officer,  shall  bo 
gttthy  of  an  offence,  and  shall  be  liable,  on  eoavtction,  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  lOv.  Provided 
the  tinae  and  hours  specified  shall  not  be  Sunday  or  any  public  hobday,  and  shall  be  after  m 
in  the  moming  and  before  six  in  the  evening.  And  provided  such  p^ace  shall  not  be  at  t 
^freaker  diatanee  from  the  residence  of  such  person  thioi  the  distanoe  described  in  the  3rd  and 
36th  ckuises  of  this  Ordinance. 

'  45.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  District  Committee  upon  proof 
to  tiieir  satisfaction  that  any  person  resident  within  the  district,  and  liable  to  the  perforaiance  of 
labour  under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance,  is,  either  from  disease  or  bodily  or  nsental  infir^ 
mity,  incapable  of  performing  the  same,  to  grant  such  person  a  certificate  of  exemption  fntm 
the  performance  thereof,  either  for  life  or  for  sudi  period  as  may  be  stated  therein ;  and  the 
said  Committee  shall  inform  the  proper  division  officer  of  the  granting  of  any  such  certificate, 
and  every  such  exemption  shall  be  noted  in  the  lirt  kept  by  the  said  District  Committee  and 
in  that  kept  by  the  said  divinon  offieer. 

46.  And  it  b  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  District  Commiitee,  upon  the 
application  of  any  person  who  may  be  employed  upon  any  work  under  the  provisions  of  this 
(>rdinanee,  to  pay  to  such  person  as  subsistence  oaon^  for  every  day  that  such  person  nuj  be 
so  employed,  a  sum  equal  to  one-half  of  the  rate  per  day,  declared  under  ihe  provisions  of  tha 
first  clause  of  this  Ordinance  to  be  payable  in  respect  of  the  district  in  which  such  work  shiB 
be  situated,  in  commutation  of  labour  due  for  the  same,  anything  in  the  40th  clause  to  die 
contrary  notwithstanding.  Provided  always^  tliat  any  person  applying  for  and  reoelving  SHeb 
payment  shall  be  liable  to  the  performance  of  12  consecutive  days'  labour,  exclusive  of  Suodayi 
in  the  same  -year* 

47.  And  it  is  further  enaetod,  that  if  at  any  time  after  the  passing  of  this  Ordinance  any 
person  shall  claim  to  be  exempted  from  the  performaBce  ot  Jabour,  or  from  payment  of  tke 
commutation  thereof  as  hereinbefore  provided,  by  reason  duit  such  person*s  age  is  less  than 
18  years  or  exceeds  5S  years^  or  if  at  any  time  eomplaints  AsM  be  made  that  any  person  has 
been  unduly  exempted  therefi-ora  upon  the  like  plea,  or  if  any  person  shall  refiise  to  khoor 
upon  any  work  upon  the  pfea  ihstt  the  same  is  situated  at  a  greater  distance  from  the  plaes 
where  be  resides,  ^haa  that  •prescribed  by  the  3rd  and  36th  clauses  of  this  Ordinance,  itshaU 
bs  hnrfol  for  tke  Diatriet  CoaMnittee  of  the  district  to  which  any  such  person  shall  beiong  te 
make  such  inquiry  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  in  respect  to  the  age  of  such  person,  er  in 
respect  to  sisch  diatanee,  and  to  determine  whether  such  person  be  liable  to  the  performance  of 
labour  or  pajrmeat  of  commutation  thereof,  or  not,  and  the  decision  of  such  Committee  ahatt 
b^ 'final. 

48.  And  it  ds  further  enacted,  that  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  March  in  each  jrear,  .the  diia* 
sion  jofficer  shall  furnish  the  Dkrtrrct  Committee  with  an  accoimt  in  writing  showing  the  Bmamk 
received  bgr  ham  during  the  peeeeding  year  in  commutation  of  labour  due  under  the  piovisioai 
of  this  Ordinance,  together  Wicfa  a  tist  of  the  persons  resident  within  hb  division  who  shall  ham 
performed  ihe  labour  due  from  them  daring  the  same  period,  and  shall  at  the  same  time  pro* 
duae  to  &e  CommiMee  tile  leeeipts  of  the  chairman  thereof  for  aU  sums  paid  to  him  by  sach 
diviafon  officer,  under  the  previaioDB  of  the  39tk  danse  of  this  Ordinance,  toeether  with  the 
certificates  received  by  such  dtvision  officer  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  nie  43rd  danaa 
thereof.  And  anch  Coanmittee  shall,  after  satbfytng  itself  that  all  monies  received  by  the  said 
division  efficer  have  been  duly  and  fiuthfully  accounted  for  by  him,  grant  to  hinn  a  certificate 
to  that  effect,  and  shall  transmit  the  said  aeoount,  oountersigned  by  the  chairnutn  thereof  to  tha 
Pronneial  Committee. 

49.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  division  officer  shall  he  entitled  to  demand  and 
reeaive  from  the  Promicial  Committee  at  the  termination  of  any  year  for  which  he  may 
have  served,  and  after  he  shall  have  received  the  certificate  in  the  preceding  dauae  referied  te^ 
such^sum  of  money  as  the  governor  at  the  recommendation  of  the  Pitmncial  Conunittee  ahdl 
award. 

dO«  Atai  it  is  further  enacted,  ihat  all  'beadnran,  and  all  police  and  peace  officem,  shall  be 
aiding  and  julsisting  every  division  officer  within  their  respective  jiurisdictions  in  the  diachargem 
the  discharge  of  the  dutiee  imposed  upon  him  bgr  this  Orainanoe,  and  every  such  headman,  or 
police  or  peace  officer,  who  shall  wilfully  neglect  or  refi»e  so  to  aid  or  assist  when  required  by 
aqrauoh  division  officer,  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offidnce,  and  be  liable  on  conviction  to  a  fine  not 
eaceeeding  SL 

51.  And  it  m  further  enacted,  that  ihe  Provincial  Committee  shall,  on  or  before  the  Ist  da^ 
of  April  in  each  year,  tvanemkito  ihe  Governor  Usts  showing  the  amount  of  labour  and  snoiiqr 
performed  and  paid  onaosoant  of  each  district  and  divkion  in  the  province  during  the  preceding 
year,  and  of  the  several  works  to  which  the  same  jaBy  have  been  apjdied.  And  the  eaid  lists 
shall  be  laid  ibefore  the  Legislative  Council  as  aoon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  receipt 
thereof,  and  shall  also  be  publiahed  in  the  Government  Gasette. 

52.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  authorised  in  writing  bjr 
the  chairman  of  a  Provincial  or  District  Conmiittee,  and  for  the  servants,  workmen,  and  laboureia 
employed  by  or  under  any  such  person,  at  aU  times  and  with. all  necessary  and  proper  oarrii^ 
and  animals,  and  other  means*  to  enter  upon  all  or  any  lands  adiaoent  or  near  to  any  exktii^ 
or  intended  street,  road,  thoroughfare,  or  public  plaoe  or  navigable  river,  lake,  or.  canal,  within, 
the  provinoe  or  district  for  .idnch  ancb  Conamitlee  is  assigned  to  act,  and  there  severally  to  do 
and  perform  all  ads^  matters,  and  things  aaoesaary  for  the  {mrposes  of  tracing,  ipeaauring,^ 
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tnakingr,  working,  opening,  altering,  turning,  repairing,  clearing,  imjworing,  or  fencing  any  such 
street,  road,  thoron^fare,  or  public  place  or  na?iVable  river,  lake  or  canal,  or  for  building, 
erecting,  excavating,  repairing,  dearing  or  improvnig  any  brklge,  fence,  drain,  dam,  or  ditch 
thereupon,  or  in  any  way  connected  therewith,  or  for  performnig  any  act,  naatter,  or  thing  under 
tfie  pit>¥isions  of  this  Ordinance. 

53.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  authorised  as  aforesaid, 
with  the  servants,  workmen,  and  labourers  employed  by  or  under  any  such  person,  at  all 
reasonable  times  and  with  all  necessary  and  proper  carriages,  animals,  and  other  means  to 
search  for,  dig,  cut,  take  and  carry  away  any  water,  timber,  brushwood,  stone,  gravel,  clay  or 
any  other  materials  whatsoever,  for  the  purpose  of  tracing,  measuring,  making,  working,  opening, 
altering,  turning,  repairing,  clearing,  improving,  or  fencing  or  in  any  way  assisting  in  the 
tiaoing,  measuring,  makin?,  working,  opening,  wtering,  turning,  repairing,  clearing,  improving 
or  fencing  any  existing  or  intended  street,  road,  thoroughfare,  or  public  place  or  navigable  river, 
lake  or  canal,  within  the  province  or  district  for  which  such  Committee  is  assigned  to  act,  or  of 
building,  erecting,  excavating,  repairing,  clearing  or  improving  any  bridge,  fence,  drain,  dam, 
or  ditch  thereupon,  or  in  any  way  connected  therewith,  or  for  me  construction  or  repair  of  any 
lines  or  any  buildings  whatsoever  required  on  or  near  any  such  street,  road,  thoroughfare  or 
public  place  or  navigable  river,  lake  or  canal,  for  the  use  of  any  person  authorised  as  aforesaid; 
or  any  workmen,  animals,  carriages,  persons  or  things  employed  in  his  service  in  and  from  any 
land  adjacent  or  near  to  any  such  street,  road,  thoroughfere,  or  public  place  or  navigable  river, 
lake  or  canal,  and  to  carry  away  the  same  through  tiie  ground  of  any  person,  without  being 
deemed  a  trespasser  or  trespassers.  Prorided  that  no  timber,  not  being  indigenous,  shall  be 
taken  from  any  land,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner  thereof.  And  provided  further  that  the 
jpersons  authorized  as  aforesaid  ^all  rail  or  fence  off  any  quarries  or  pits  from  which  any  such 
materials  shall  be  taken,  so  that  the  same  shall  not  be  dangerous  to  any  person  or  animal. 

64.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  authorized  as 
aforesaid,  when  tracing,  measuring,  making,  working,  opening,  altering,  turning,  repairing, 
cfearing  or  improving  any  existing  or  intended  street,  road,  thoroughfare  or  public  place, 
navigable  river,  lake  or  canal  within  the  province  or  district  for  which  such  Committee  is 
assigned  to  act,  or  building,  erecting,  excavating,  repairing,  clearing  or  improving  any  bridge, 
fence,  drain,  dam,  or  ditdh  thereupon,  or  in  any  way  connected  therewith,  to  make  and  erect 
temporary  buildings  on  any  land  adjacent  or  near  thereto  for  the  accommodation  of  such 
person,  or  for  the  accommodation  of  the  servants,  workmen,  labourers,  animals,  carriages  or 
things  employed  by  him  during  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  to  keep  all  such  cattle,  horses  and 
animals,  as  may  be  employed  by  him  upon  any  lands  near  or  adjacent  thereto  not  at  the  time 
under  actual  cultivation,  and  to  continue  to  keep  the  said  cattle,  horses  and  animals,  on  such 
lands  for  such  time  as  may  be  necessary,  and  the  person  or  persons  in  occupation  of  any  such 
lands  shall  be  bound  to  provide  a  sufficient  quantity  of  grass  or  other  fodder  for  the  maintenance 
of  such  cattle,  horses  and  animals,  during  such  time  as  they  may  be  kept  upon  the  same,  upon 
payment  of  the  fair  value  of  such  grass  or  fodder ;  and  if  such  person  or  persons  shall  on  an  v 
day  neglect  or  refuse  to  provide  such  grass  or  fodder,  then  such  cattle,  horses  and  animals  shall 
and  may  be  grazed  on  sudi  lands  for  that  day. 

55.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  in  the  tracing,  measuring,  making,  working,  opening, 
altering,  turning,  repairing,  clearing,  or  improving  any  existing  or  intended  street,  road, 
Ihoroughfore,  or  public  place,  or  navigable  river,  Ikke,  or  canal,  or  building,  erecting,  excavating, 
fepeiring,  clearing,  or  improving  any  bridge,  fence,  drain,  dam,  or  ditch  thereupon,  or  in  any 
way  connected  therewith,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfbl  for  any  person  authorized  as  aforesaid  to 
throw  or  cause  to  be  thrown  upon  any  lands  adjacent  or  near  thereto  such  earth,  rubbish,  or 
materials  as  it  shall  or  may  be  necessary  to  remove  from  the  place  of  any  such  work  ;  aud  cmy 
person  who  shall  remove  back  the  same  or  any  part  diereof  to  the  said  street,  road,  thorough- 
fine,  or  public  place,  river,  lake,  or  canal,  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence,  and  shall  be  liable,  on 
eonviction  thereof,  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  5/.,  and  to  payment  of  any  expenses  that  may  have 
keen  incurred  in  the  removal  of  the  same. 

56.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  authorized  as  aforesaid 
to  make  or  cause  to  be  made  a  road  through  the  grounds  adjacent  or  near  to  any  existing 
#r  intended  street,  road,  thoroughfare  or  public  place,  or  navigable  river,  lake,  or  canal  duripg 
Ifae  execution  of  any  work  thereupon,  or  in  any  way  connected  therewith. 

57.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  every  person  tying  or  tethering,  or  causing  to  be  tied  or 
tethered,  any  horse,  goat,  sheep,  cattle,  or  animal  of  any  description,  so  that  any  such  animal 
can  or  ^lall  make  its  way  into  any  street,  road,  thoroughfare,  or  public  place  within  any  town, 
or  into  any  principal  road  or  canal,  unless  such  animal  shall  be  so  tied  or  tethered  during  the 
time  required  for  loading  or  unloading  it,  or  for  the  loading  or  unloading  of  any  cart  or  boat  to 
which  it  may  belong,  ^all  be  guilty  of  an  offence,  and  be  liable,  on  conviction  thereof,  to  a  fine 
not  excee«Ung  10^. 

58.  And  it  b  further  enacted,  that  it  sbcJl  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  thereto 
authorized  in  writing  by  the  chairman  of  a  Provincial  or  District  Committee  to  seize  any  horse^ 
goat,  sheep,  cattle,  or  animal  of  any  description  which  he  may  find  tied  or  tethered,  or  straying, 
except  during  the  time  of  loading  or  unloading  as  aforesaid,  upon  any  street,  road,  thorough- 
tsLTe,  or  public  place  within  any  town,  or  upon  or  in  any  principal  road  or  canal  within  the 
province  or  district  for  which  such  Committee  is  assigned  to  act.  Provided  always,  that  if 
the  person.aulhorized  as  aforesaid  shall  not  be  a  peace  officer,  every  animal  seized  by  him  shall 
be  forthwith  deUvered  into  the  custody  of  the  nearest  peace  officer;  and  every  peace  officer 
seizing,  or  receiving  any  animal  seized  as  aforesaid,  shall  forthwith  report  such  seizure  to  the 
proper  Police  Court;  and  such  Court  shall,  if  at  the  time  of  such  report  no  claim  be  made  to 
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such  animal,  direct  such  peace  officer  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  the  sare  custody  and 
maintenance  thereof,  and  to  publish  such  seizure  in  the  usual  manner.  And  no  aniaial  seized 
as  aforesaid  shall  be  delivered  to  the  owner  thereof,  unless  upon  payment  into  Court  of  the 
sum  of  35.  for  the  use  of  the  person  by  whom  the  same  shall  have  been  seized,  and  of  a  further 
sum  of  6c/.  for  each  day  during  which  the  same  shall  have  been  kept  in  the  custody  of  the 
peace  officer  for  the  use  of  such  peace  officer.  And  if  no  person  shall  claim  such  animal,  nor 
shall  pay  such  dues  as  aforesaid  within  10  days  ader  it  shall  have  been  so  seized,  it  shall  be 
lawTuI  for  such  peace  officer,  and  he  is  required,  to  sell  the  same  by  public  auction ;  and  after 
payment  of  3^.  to  the  person  by  whom  the  same  may  have  been  seized,  and  of  the  sum  due  to 
himself  for  the  custody  and  maintenance  thereof,  to  pay  the  remainder  of  the  produce  of  such 
sale,  if  any,  to  the  proper  officer  for  the  use  of  Her  Majesty. 

59.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  owners  of  all  pigs  found  tied,  straying,  burrowing,  or 
wallowing  upon  or  in  any  street,  road,  thoroughfare,  or  public  place  within  any  town,  or  upon 
or  in  any  prmcipal  road  or  canal,  shall  be  guilty  of  an  ofTence,  and  be  liable,  on  conviction 
thereof,  to  a  fine  of  5^. ;  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  every  person  to  seize,  shoot,  or  otherwise 
destroy  any  pig  that  he  may  find  tied,  straying,  burrowing,  or  wallowing  upon  or  in  any  street, 
road,  thoroughfare,  or  public  place  within  any  town,  or  upon  or  in  any  principal  road  or  canal; 
and  such  person  may,  if  he  choose,  take  such  pig  to  any  peace  officer  having  jurisdiction  in 
such  matter^  who  shall  forthwith  sell  the  same^  and  pay  the  produce  of  such  sale  to  sudi 
person. 

60.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  authorized  as  aforesaid 
to  cut,  remove,  or  cause  to  be  cut  and  removed,  and  placed  upon  any  ground  adjacent  or  near 
thereto,  all  trees,  and  all  leaves  or  branches  or  roots  of  trees,  that  shall  grow  in  or  overhang  or 
in  any  way  injure  or  impede  the  traffic  or  navigation  upon  any  street,  road,  thoroughfare,  or 
public  place  within  any  town,  or  any  principal  road  or  navigable  river,  lake  or  canal  within  the 
province  or  district  for  which  such  Committee  is  assigned  to  act ;  and  for  that  purpose  to  enter 
upon  any  land  or  premises,  and  to  cause  to  enter  thereupon  such  persons,  animals,  instruments 
and  things  as  may  be  necessary,  and  to  proceed  to  do  therein,  or  cause  to  be  done,  all  such 
things  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  due  cutting,  lopping,  or  removing  of  such  trees,  leaves, 
branches,  or  roots. 

61.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  authorized  as  aforesad 
to  put  up  or  make  fences,  hedges,  ditches,  drains,  or  banks  by  the  side  of  any  street,  road, 
thoroughfare,  or  public  place,  or  navigable  river,  lake,  or  canal  within  the  province  or  district 
for  which  such  Committee  is  assigned  to  act,  whenever  to  them  it  shall  appear  necessary ;  and 
the  owners  or  occupiers  of  land  adjoining  such  fences,  hedges,  ditches,  drains  or  banks,  shall, 
and  they  are  hereby  required  to  keep  the  same  in  good  and  substantial  repair  and  order.  And 
the  owners  and  occupiers  of  lands  adjoining  any  street,  road,  thorouglifare,  or  public  place 
within  any  town  or  any  public  road,  or  navigable  river,  lake  or  canal,  who  shall  have  fences  or 
hedges  of  their  own  bordering  thereupon,  shall  keep  the  same  lopped  to  a  height  of  six  feet ; 
and  every  owner  or  occupier  of  any  such  land,  and  every  part  owner  or  part  occupier  thereof, 
who  shall  fail  to  do  anything  required  to  be  done  by  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  any  such  land 
under  the  provisions  of  this  clause,  shall  be  guilty  of  an  oflfence,  and  shall  be  lisJ^le,  on  con- 
viction of  every  such  offi^nce,  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  21, 

62.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  the  occupant  of  any  premises  adjoining  any  principal 
road,  by  the  side  of  which  a  drain  shall  have  been  made  or  excavated,  shall  require  the  means 
of  access  to  such  premises  from  such  road,  such  occupant  shall  be  bound  to  place  a  bridge, 
platform,  or  arch,  which  shall  in  no  case  cover  less  than  four  feet  of  the  length  of  such  dram. 
And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Provincial  or  District  Committee  of  the  province  or  district  in 
which  such  premises  are  situated,  or  for  any  person  authorized  in  writing  by  the  chairman  of 
such  Provincial  or  District  Committee,  if  it  shall  come  to  their  knowledge  that  any  parties 
have  access  to  any  premises  situated  as  aforesaid  without  such  bridge,  platform,  or  arch  as 
aforesaid,  to  call  upon  the  occupant  of  such  premises  forthwith  to  construct  the  same,  and  if  he 
shall  fail  to  do  so  within  a  reasonable  time  to  cause  the  same  to  be  done;  and  upon  such 
chairman,  or  any  person  authorized  as  aforesaid,  certifying  to  the  proper  police  Court  the 
costs  which  have  been  bon&Jide  incurred  in  the  placing  of  such  bridge,  platform,  or  arch,  such 
Court  shall  summon  the  party  or  parties  on  account  of  whose  default  such  costs  were  incurred 
to  appear  before  him  on  a  certain  day,  then  and  there  to  make  payment  of  such  costs,  where  it 
shall  appear,  after  due  investigation,  that  such  costs  were  properly  incurred ;  and  if  such  party 
or  parties  shall  refuse  or  fail  to  make  such  payment,  the  Court  shall  proceed  to  recover  such 
payment  in  such  and  the  same  manner  as  it  would  proceed  to  recover  any  fine  or  penalty 
mcurred  under  any  sentence  of  such  Court. 

63.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  any  person  shall  wilfully  pull  up,  throw  down,  cut, 
break,  injure,  damage,  or  destroy  any  post,  rail,  or  fence,  placed  or  to  be  placed,  or  put  up 
either  by  the  side  or  sides  of  any  street,  road,  thoroughfare,  or  public  place,  or  navigable  river, 
lake  or  canal,  or  at  or  near  to  any  pit  or  quarry  which  shall  be  used,  opened,  or  made  for  the 
getting  of  stone,  gravel,  or  other  materials  for  the  making  or  repairing  of  any  such  street,  road, 
thoroughfare,  or  public  place,  or  navigable  river,  lake,  or  canal,  or  of  any  bridge  or  other 
thing  thereupon ;  or  if  any  person  shall  wilfully  cause  any  damage  or  injury  to  be  done  to  any 
bridge,  lock,  lock-gate,  dam,  drain,  sluice,  or  bank,  or  to  any  arch,  wall,  abutment,  prop,  or 
fence  belonging  thereto,  which  already  have  been,  or  which  shall  or  may  hereafter  be  built 
upon  any  such  street,  road,  thoroughfare,  public  place,  river,  lake,  or  canal,  or  by  the  sides 
thereof; 

Or  if  any  person  shall  wilfully  damage,  injure,  or  otherwise  destroy  any  post  or  stone  set  up 
or  erected  by  the  side  or  sides  of  any  such  street,  road,  thoroiighfara,  public  place,  river,  lake. 
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or  canal,  to  exhibit  or  show  the  number  of  miles  or  distance  from  or  to  any  place  or  places 
whatsoever,  or  any  direction  post ; 

Or  if  any  person  shall  wilfully  remove  any  stone,  log,  or  other  thing  laid  on  any  such  street, 
road,  thoroughfare,  or  public  place,  for  the  temporary  prevention  of  the  use  thereof; 

Or  if  any  person  shall  place  or  throw  any  earth  or  rubbish,  or  other  matter  or  thin^,  upon 
or  in  any  such  street,  road,  thoroughfare,  or  public  place,  river,  lake,  or  canal,  or  into  any 
drain,  ditch,  or  other  water-course  under  or  by  the  sides  of  any  such  road,  river,  lake,  or  canal, 
so  as  to  obstruct  the  running  off  and  draining  of  any  water  or  moisture  from  or  into  any  such 
street,  road,  thoroughfare,  public  place,  river,  lake,  or  canal ; 

Or  if  any  person  shall,  without  being  thereunto  authorized  by  the  Provincial  Committee  or 
by  soaie  person  authorized  as  aforescdd,  gather,  or  heap  up,  or  take  away  any  stones,  gravel, 
sand,  or  other  material,  slutch,  dirt,  mire,  drift,  or  soil  from  off  any  such  street,  road,  thorough- 
fare, public  place,  river,  lake,  or  canal,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  the  side  or  sides  thereof,  or  any 
footpath  or  causeway  belonging  thereto. 

Or  if  any  person  shall  put  up  any  erection  or  building,  or  fence,  or  other  obstruction  on  or 
at  the  sides  of  any  such  street,  road,  thoroughfare,  public  place,  river,  lake,  or  canal,  in  such 
manner  as  to  reduce  the  breadth  thereof. 

Or  shall  make  or  cause  to  be  made  any  dam,  ditch,  drain,  or  water-course,  upon  or  across, 
or  shall  otherwise  break-up  or  injure  the  sur&ce  of  any  such  street,  road,  thoroughfare,  public 
place,  river,  lake,  canal,  or  any  part  thereof. 

Or  if  any  person  shall  lead  or  drive  any  horse,  ox,  or  other  animal,  from  or  off  of  any  street, 
road,  thoroughfare,  or  public  placoy  within  any  town  or  any  public  road,  in  such  manner  as  to 
cause  any  injury  to  the  same. 

Or  if  any  person  shall  hang  up  or  otherwise  expose  any  mats,  cloth,  or  other  matter  upon  or 
inunediately  at  the  side  of  any  street,  road,  thoroughfare,  or  public  place,  within  any  town  or 
any  public  road. 

Or  if  any  person  shall  make  any  fire  or  fires  upon,  or  shall  wantonly  let  off  or  throw  any 
lighted  squib,  rocket,  or  other  firework,  within  50  feet  of  any  street,  road,  thoroughfare,  or 
public  place  within  any  town  or  any  public  road,  or  shall  race  any  horse,  or  cattle,  or  any  other 
animal,  or  play  at  any  game  or  exercise  that  may  cause  any  riot,  mob,  or  tumultuous  meeting 
upon  such  road,  river,  lake,  or  canal,  or  the  side  thereof,  or  shall,  by  fighting  or  otherwise, 
collect  together  any  such  mob,  to  the  annoyance  of  any  traveller  or  passenger  upon  such  road, 
river,  lake,  or  canal. 

Or  if  any  person  shall  in  any  manner  wilfully  prevent  any  other  person,  or  any  carriage, 
boat,  raft,  or  other  conveyance  under  his  care  from  passing  upon  any  such  street,  road,  tho- 
roughfare, public  place,  river,  lake,  or  canal. 

Or  if  any  person  shall  haul,  or  draw,  or  cause  to  be  hauled  or  drawn  upon  any  part  of  such 
street,  road,  thoroughfare,  or  public  place,  any  timber,  stone,  or  other  heavy  thing,  other- 
wise than  upon  wheeled  carri^es,  or  shall  sufier  any  timber,  stone,  or  other  thing  which  shall 
be  carried  principally  or  in  part  upon  wheeled  carriages  to  drag  or  trail  upon  such  street,  road, 
thoroughfare,  or  public  place  to  the  prejudice  thereof. 

Or  if  any  person  shall  leave  any  waggon,  cart,  or  other  carriage,  or  other  conveyance  what- 
ever upon  such  street,  road,  thoroughfare,  or  public  place,  or  on  the  side  or  sides  thereof 
without  any  proper  person  in  the  sole  custody  or  care  thereof,  except  in  cases  of  accident,  and  in 
cases  of  accident,  for  a  longer  time  than  may  be  necessary  to  remove  the  same,  or  shall  not 
place  such  cart,  carriage,  or  conveyance  during  the  time  of  loading  or  unloading  the  same  as 
near  to  one  side  of  the  street,  road,  thoroughfare,  or  public  place  as  conveniently  may  be,  either 
with  or  without  any  beast  of  draught  harnessed  or  yoked  thereto. 

Or  shall  leave  any  boat  or  raft  in  any  such  canal  without  mooring  it  at  both  ends,  or  in  such 
a  way  as  to  obstruct  the  passage  on  such  canal,  or  shall  leave  any  raft  or  timber  in  or  close  to 
the  same  place  in  any  such  caiial  (except  in  some  part  thereof  which  shall  be  at  least  100  feet 
wide)  for  a  longer  period  than  48  hours. 

Or  shall  lay  any  timber,  stone,  hay,  straw,  dung,  manure,  soil,  ashes,  rubbish,  or  other 
matter  or  thing  whatsoever  upon  such  road,  river,  lake,  or  canal,  or  any  side  or  bank  thereof,  or 
on  any  side  path  or  causeway  adjoining,  to  the  prejudice  thereof,  or  to  the  prejudice,  annoyance, 
interruption,  or  personal  danger  of  any  person  or  persons  travelling  or  passing  thereon. 

Or  shall  suffer  any  water,  filth,  or  other  offensive  matter,  or  thing  whatsoever  to  run  or  flow 
into  or  upon  such  street,  road,  thoroughfare,  or  public  place,  from  any  house,  building,  erection, 
lands,  or  premises  adjacent  or  near  thereto. 

Or  if  any  person  driving  pigs  or  swine,  or  any  other  animals  upon  such  street,  road,  thorough- 
fare, or  public  place,  or  near  such  canal,  shall  suffer  such  pigs  or  swine,  or  animals  to  root  up 
or  damage  the  same  or  the  fences,  hedges,  banks,  or  copse  on  either  side  respectively. 

Or  if  any  person  shall  after  having  blocked  or  stopped  any  cart,  waggon,  or  other  car- 
riage in  going  up  or  down  a  hill  or  rising  ground,  cause  or  suffer  to  be  or  remain  on  such 
street,  road,  thoroughfare,  or  public  place,  the  stone,  timber,  or  other  thing  with  which  such  cart 
or  other  carriage  shall  have  been  blocked  or  stopped. 

Or  if  any  person  shall  pull  down,  damage,  or  destroy,  any  lamp  or  lamp-post  erected  in  or 
near  to  the  side  of  any  such  street,  road,  thoroughfare,  or  public  place,  river,  lake,  or  canal,  or 
any  bridge  or  tollhouse  erected  thereon,  or  shall  extinguish  the  light  of  any  such  lamp. 

Every  person  so  offending  in  any  of  the  cases  aforesaid  shall  l^  liable,  on  conviction  of  every 
such  offence,  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  5/. 

64.  And  whereas  it  is  customary  in  the  cultivation  of  lands  situated  in  the  Peninsula  of 
Jafina  to  remove  the  stones  from  the  same  from  time  to  time,  and  whereas  the  stones  so  re- 
moved are  frequently  placed  upon  the  public  roads,  it  is  therefore  further  enacted,  that  when- 
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Or  removing  logs, 
&c.,  to  prevent 
temporary  use  of 
road; 

Or  throwing 
rubbish,  fto. ; 


Or  taking  awny 
stones  or  gravel, 


Or  encroaching ; 
Or  injuring  surface ; 
Or  injure  road ; 


Or  expose  mats, 
&c.; 


Or  making:  fires  or 
letting  off  ft  reworks; 


Or  preventing 
others  from  parsing; 

Or  hauling  or 
trailing  timber.  &c. 


Penalty  on  pers^^ns 
leaving  any  cart  in 
road,  «c. ; 


Or  leaving  boat  or 
timber,  &c.,  so  as 
to  obstruct  passage 
on  canal,  &c. ; 

Or  laying  timber  or 
rubbisti ; 


Or  suffering  water 
or  filth  to  flow  from 
adjacent  lands ; 

Or  sufTerinir  pigs  or 
animab  to  do  injury; 

On  leaving  block ; 


On  damaging  lamp 
or  lamp- post. 


Persons  placinir 
stones  upon  roads 
at  Jaffna. 
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Penalty  on  erection 
of  kiaals. 


Proof  of  right  to' 
apparent  encroach- 
ment to  rest  upon 
the  owner. 


Survey  by  proper 
officer  to  be 
oonelusive  evidence. 


Removal  of 
obstructions  or 
encroachments. 


Committee  may  in 
certain  cases 
demand  production 
of  title  deeds ; 


erer  any  stones  shall  be  fbixiid  to  be  so  plaeed  upon  any  public  road  within  the  district  aforesrad^ 
the  placing  thereof  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  act  of  the  person  In  occupation  of  the  land 
immediate^  ddjoining,  unless  the  contrary  be  proved^  and  such  person  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
guilty  of  an  offence^  and  be  liable  on  conviction  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  52. 

65.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  every  person  who  shall  place  or  continue  any  kraaL  or 
any  fence,  or  any  other  obstruction  of  a  Uke  nature  in  any  navigsMe  river,  lake,  or  canal  itt 
this  island,  so  as  to  impede  or  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  convenient  narviration  thereof,  shaU 
be  liable,  on  conviction  thereof,  to  any  fine  not  exceeding  20/.  And  it  sbaU  be  lawful  for  the 
Provincial  or  District  Committee  to  cause  any  such  kraal,  fenee,  or  obstruction  so  fdaced  or 
continued  as  aforesaid  in  any  such  river,  lake,  or  canal  within  the  province  or  district  for  which 
stich  Committee  is  asagned  to  act,  to  be  pulled  up  or  otherwise  destroyed. 

66.  And  whereas  tl^  line  of  many  public  roaos  and  thoroughfares  has  been  altered  tosnii 
the  purposes  of  private  parties^  and  many  obstructions  and  encroaehmests  have  been  made  la 
and  upon  the  said  roads  and  thoroughfares,  proof  of  which  it  is  in  many  cases  impossible  to 
estabUsh  by  evidence  at  this  distance  of  time,  but  which  alterations,  obstructions,  and  encroadi- 
ments  are  ereatly  inconvenient.  It  is  therefore  hereby  further  enacted,  that  whenever  m 
certificate  shall  be  filed  in  any  District  Court,  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Provincial  or 
Distrtct  Committee  of  the  province  or  district  withm  which  sodi  District  Court  is  established,  to 
the  effect  that  to  the  best  of  his  belief  the  line  of  any  street,  road,  path,  thoroughfare,  or  publie 
place,  river,  lake,  or  canal  within  the  jurisdiction  of  such  Court  has  been  altered  without 
proper  authority,  or  has  been  stopped  up  or  obstructed,  or  encroached  upon  in  some  particular 
place  or  places,  such  Court  shall  forthwith  call  upon  the  party  claimiiie  to  her  the  owner  of  ibe 
land  from  off  which  the  said  street,  road,  path,  thoroughfare,  or  pubUc  place,  river>  lake,  or 
canal,  shall  be  alleged  to  have  been  turned,  or  upon  which  such  stoppage  or  obstructioB,  or 
encroachment  shall  be  alleged  to  have  been  made  to  prove  his  titl^  to  such  land. 

67.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  any  plan  or  survey  made  by  the  authority  of  tbr 
Provincial  or  District  Committee  shall  be  produced  in  evidence  in  support  of  any  claim  of 
Her  Majesty,  such  plan  or  survey  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  conclusive  proof  of  the  facts- 
exhibited  therein,  in  so  fiir  as  the  claim  of  Her  Majesty  is  concerned,  udiess  satisfactory  proof 
to  the  contrary  shall  be  establidied  by  the  party  contesting  such  claim. 

68.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Provincial  or  District  Con- 
mtttee  to  give  order  verbally  or  by  notice  in  writing,  to  be  served  persoaally'  or  by  affixing  the 
same  in  some  conspicuous  part  of  the  premises,  to  any  person  obstructing  or  encroaching  upon' 
any  street,  road,  path,  thoroughfare,  or  public  place^  or  any  navigable  river,  lake,  or  canal 
situate  within  the  province  or  district  for  which  such  Committee  is  assigned,  to  act  forthwith  to 
remove  or  abate  the  same.  And  if  any  such  person  to  whom  such  order  or  notrce  shall  have 
been  giren  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  comply  with  the  same  in  a  reasenable  time,  or  if  there  be 
any  doubt  as  to  who  is  the  proper  person  to  whom  such  order  or  notice  should  be  given,  it  shaD 
be  lawful  fbr  the  said  Provincial  or  District  Committee  to  cause  any  sach  obstnictioa  or 
encroachment  to  be  forthwith  removed  or  abated,  and  for  that  purpose  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
said  Committee,  or  any  person  thereto  authorized  in  writing  by  the  chairman  thereof,,  where 
necessary  to  enter  into  any  house,  garden,  enclosure,  or  other  premises,  and  to  to  cause  to  enter 
therein  such  persons,  instruments,  and  thinss  as  may  be  necessary,  and  to  proceed  to  do  therein 
or  cause  to  be  done  all  such  things  as  may  be  necessary  fbr  such  removd  or  abatement.  And 
upon  the  chairman  of  the  said  Committee  certifying  to  the  Police  Court  of  the  district  or  place 
where  such  person  resides  or  where  such  obstruction  or  encroachment  existed,  the  costs  which 
have  been  hon&Jide  incurred  in  effecting'  such  removal  or  abatement,  such  Court  shall  summoD 
the  party  or  parties  on  accoimt  of  whose  non-compliance  with  any  such  order  or  notice  such 
costs  were  incurred,  to  appear  before  it  on  a  certain  day,  then  and  there  to  make  payment  of 
such  costs,  where  it  shall  appear  after  due  investigation  that  such  costs  were  properly  incurred. 
And  if  such  party  or  parties  shall  refuse  or  fail  to  make  sudi  payment,  the  Court  shall  proceed 
to  recover  such  payment  in  such  and  the  same  manner  as  it  would  proceed  to  recover  any  fine 
or  penalty  incurred  under  any  sentence  of  such  Court. 

69.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  it  shall  at  any  time  appear  to  the  Provincial  or  District 
Committee,  that  any  building,  erection,  enclosure,  or  encroachment,  shall  have  been  raised  or 
made  in  any  street,  road,  path,  thoroughfare,  or  public  place,  or  navigable  river^lake,  or  canal, 
or  on  any  waste  or  other  ground,  immediately  adjoining  thereto,  and  belonging  to  Her  Majesty, 
except  with  the  express  permission,  in  writing,  of  the  Government  Agent,  or  some  other 
competent  authority,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  such  Committee  to  demand  in  writing,  of 
the  person  claiming  to  be  the  owner  of  the  premises  on  vriiich  such  building,  erection,  enclosure, 
or  encroachment,  shall  have  been  raised  or  made,  the  production  of  every  deed,  document,  and 
instrument  upon  which  such  person  founds  such  daim,  and  if  the  occupier  of  such  premises,  not 
beinor  himself  the  alleged  owner,  shall  refuse  to  give  full  information  respecting  the  name  and 
residence  of  such  alleged  owner,  upon  being  requested  so  to  do  by  such  Committee,  or  if  such 
allcffed  owner  shall  reftise  to  produce  within  10  days,  afler  being  requested  so  to  do,  every 
(leea^  document,  and  instrument  upon  which  he  foimds  his  claim  to  the  said  premises,  and 
which  shall  be  in  his  possession,  or  if  any  such,  deed,  document,  or  instrument,  shall  not 
be  in  his  possession,  shall  refuse  fully  to  inform  any  such  Committee,  upon  application,  in 
whose  possession  they  are,  or  if  any  person  having  in  his  possession  any  such  deed,  docu- 
ment, or  instrument,  shall  refuse  to  produce  the  same  within  10  days,  after  having  been  re- 
quested so  to  do,  in  writing,  by  any  such  Committee,  every  such  occupier,  alleged  owner, 
and  person  so  refusing  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence,  and  be  liable  on  conviction  thereof,  to 
any  fine  not  exceeding  5/.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  such  Committee,  or  any  person 
thereto  authorized  in  writing  by  tlie  Chairman    thereof,  to  enter  upon,  any  premises  upon 
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tnade  as  aforesaid  and  upon  any  other  premises  whatsoever,  which  it  may  be  necessary  *  ^  T 
to  enter  for  the  purposes  of  the  sinrey  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  to  make  such  survey  of  Qf  premises!"*^  ^ 
•all  such  premises,  as  may  be  nece^ary  no  enable  any  such  Committee  to  ascertain  whettier 
-such  building,  erection,  or  enclosure,  is  an  encroachment  upon  any  street,  road,  path, 
thoroughfare,  or  public  place,  or  naviffable  river;  lake,  or  canal,  or  upon  any  land  adjoin- 
ing thereto,  and  belonging  to  Her  Majesty.  Presided  always,  that  if  any  removal  shall 
be  effected  after  the  due  production  of  all  deeds,  doeuments,  and  instruments,  affecting  Proviso. 
the  title  to  such  premises,  and  such  premises  shall  nevertheless  be  adjudged  by  some  com- 
petent Court,  to  be  the  property  of  the  party  laying  claim  to  the  same,  any  such  Committee, 
«haU  be  liable  in  damages,  for  all  Joss  and  injury  occasioned  thereby;  but  if  tlie  party 
claiming  to  be  the  owner  of  such  premises,  shall  refuse  or  be  unable  to  produce  all  such 
deeds,  documents,  and  instruments,  or  of  such  deeds,  documents,  and  instruments,  shall  not  be 
produced  within  10  days  after  application  in  that  behalf,  and  any  such  Committee  shall  neverthe- 
less have  caused  die  removal  of  such  building,  erection,  enclosure,  or  encroachment,  then  in  the 
event  of  such  premises  being  adjudged  to  be  the  property  of  the  party  claiming  to  be  the  owner 
thereof,  any  such  Conraiitee  shall  not  be  liable  in  damages  for  any  loss  or  injury  occasioned 
thereby. 

70.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  deeds,  documents,  and  instruments  in  the  preceding  Demand  of  produc- 
clause  mentioned,  shall  be  produced  on  the  premises  to  which  the  same  may  relate,  or  at  such  f^^"  of  deed  to 
other  place  as  the  Provincial  or  District  Committee  may  require,  and  that  the  power  of  demand-  examinatio^^^ 
ing  the  production  thereof  in  the  preceding  clause  given,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  include 
the  power  of  making  sudi  examination  of  such  deeds,  documents),  and  instruments,  as  shall  be 
necessary,  and  every  person  refusing  or  failing  to  permit  such  examination  of  any  such  deed, 
document,  or  instrument,  to  any  party  authorize<l  under  this,  or  either  of  the  above-mentioned 
Ordinances,  to  demand  production  thereof,  and  making  such  demand,  shall  be  guilty  of  an 
offence,  and  liable  on  conviction  thereof  to  any  fine  not  exceeding  5/. 

71'  Provided  always,  and  it  is  further  enacted,  that  nothing  herein  contained,  shall  be  con-  Proviso. 
strued  to  prevent  any  public  officer  duly  atuhorized  in  that  behalf,  from  making  temporary 
use  of  any  part  of  any  street,  road,  thoroughfare,  or  public  place,  or  navigable  river,  lake,  or 
canal,  for  the  public  service,  nor  to  prevent  the  superintendent  of  police  from  granting  his 
license  to  the  inhabitants  for  the  erecting  of  temporary  fences  and  enclosures,  in  order  to  the 
building,  pnlUng  down,  or  repairing  their  houses  and  other  buildings,,  or  of  temporary  deoorar- 
tions,  within  any  town  and  limits,  provided  that  the  length  and  breadth  of  such  enclosures  be 
described  in  such  license,  and  that  there  be  sufficient  room  for  coaches,  carts,  and  other  car- 
riages or  boats  to  pass,  and  provided  that  the  person  obtaining  such  license,  shall  immediately 
after  sunset,  during  all  the  time  that  the  enclosure  «hall  continue,  if  required  by  the  said 
superintendent  of  police  in  such  license,  place  and  keep  a  sufficient  light  upon  the  premises 
till  daybreak,  and  any  person  removing  or  extinguishing  such  light  durii^  such  time,  shall  be 
guilty  of  an  offence,  and  be  liable  on  conviction  thereof  to  any  fine  not  exceeding  1/. 

72.  And  it  is  fin^her  enacted,  that  every  party  who  shall  sustain  any  loss  or  damage  by  Compensation  for 
reason  of  the  exercise  of  any  of  the  powers  or  authorities  conferred  by  the  52nd,  53rd,  54th,  I"^""^.}"  pniperty 
55th,  and  56th  clauses  of  this  Ordinance,  upon  the  Provincial  and  District  Committee,  and  offioers.^^"^'' 
persons  therein  specified,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  Government  compensation  for 
the  same.     Provided  that  he  shall  make  application  in  that  behalf  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
proper  Provincial  or  District  Committee,  within  30  days  after  the  completion  of  the  work  in 
respect  of  which  such  damage  shall  be  alleged  to  have  been  done. 

.73.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  every  person  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Provincial  Vexatious  conduct 
Committee,  who  shall  under  pretence  of  performing  any  act  under  the  authority  of  thb  Ordi-  of  officer. 
nance,  use  any  unnecessary  violence,  or  give  any  uncalled  for  and  vexatious  annoyance,  shall 
be  guilty  of  an  offence,  and  be  liable  on  conriction  thereof  to  any  fine  not  exceeding  5/. 

74.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  all  persons  who  shall  wilfully  resist,  obstruct,  hinder,  or  Obstruction  of 
molest,  and  all  persons  who  shall  incite,  procure,  or  assist  others  to  resist,  obstruct,  hiuder  or  molest,  officer. 

any  person  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Provincial  or  District  Committee,  or  anv  workman, 
labourer,  or  other  person  acting  under  any  such,  in  the  discharge  of  any  duty  or  the  perform- 
ance of  any  act  which  they  shall  be  authorized  or  required  to  perform  by  this  Ordinance, 
sfaftdl  be  gmlty  of  an  offence,  and  be  liable  on  conviction  thereof  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  5/. 

75.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  all  headmen,  and  all  police  and  pea6e  officers  shall  be  Headmen  to  enforco 
aiding  and  assisting  in  the  prevention  of  all  offences  against  this  Ordinance  oonmiitted  within  provisions  ol 
"their  respective  jurisdictions.    And  every  headman,  and  every  police  or  peace  officer,  who     ^  »"*"««• 
being  cognkant  of  any  such  offence  having  been  committed  within  his  jurisdiction,  whether 

upon  his  own  riew,  on  upon  the  information  of -others,  shall  fail  to  make  complaint  thereof 
before  some  judge  or  magistrate  or  justice,  or  who  shall  refuse  to  receive  any  information 
respecting  any  such  offence,  or  shall  fail  to  act  promptly  and  rigorously  thereupon,  or  w1k> 
shall  (aSl  to  observe  any  rules  whidi  may  be  laid  down  by  the  Ciovemment  Agent  for  his 
-guidance  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  in  req;>ect  of  this  Ordinance,  shall  be  guilty  of  an 
ofience,  and  be  Hable,  on  conriction  thereof,  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  5/. 

76.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  one-half  of  all  fines  actually  recovered  and  realized  under  Informer's  share  of 
the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance,  shall  go  to  our  Lady  the  Queen,  and  the  other  half  to  the  fines. 
ii^rmer,  and  if  any  person  upon  whom  any  such  fine  shall  be  usiposed  shall  fail  to  pay  the 

same,  the  informer  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  Government  Agent  the  amount  of  the 
share  of  such  fine^  to  which  he  would  have  been  entitled,  if  the  same  had  been  paid,  prorided 
that  the  said  Government  Agent  shall  not  be  bound  to  pay,  in  respect  of  any  oite  such  share, 
any  sum  exceeding  tlie  sum  of  71  01<. 

77.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  Provincial  or  Disitrict  Com-  Committee  may  sue 

g  2  ^nd  be  sued. 
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rnittee  for  the  time  being,  to  call  in  and  conipel  the  payment  of  all  sums  of  money  which  shdl 
at  any  time  be  due  and  payable  to  any  sudi  Committee,  or  to  any  division  officer,  under  and  by 
virtue  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance,  and  to  make  and  enter  into,  perform  and 
execute,  and  compel  the  performance  and  execution  of  all  such  contracts  and  agreemeots. 
matters  and  things,  and  to  commence  and  maintain  all  such  suits  and  actions  as  they  shall 
deem  necessary  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  imposed  on  any  such  Committee  by  this 
Ordinance.  And  all  such  contracts  and  agreements  shall,  and  may  be  entered  into  and  en- 
forced, and  all  such  suits  and  actions  be  brought  by  them  in  the  name  of  the  Provincial  or 
District  Committee  of  the  province  or  district  for  which  any  such  Committee  is  assigned  to  act, 
without  specifying  the  names  of  the  members  of  any  such  Committee  or  (he  name  of  any 
member  thereof;  and  no  action  shall  abate  by  reason  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal 
or  going  out  of  office  of  any  member  of  any  such  Committee.  And  all  suits  or  actions/ tho 
cause  of  which  shall  arrive  or  accrue  to  any  person  whatsoever,  from  or  by  reason  of  any  oon* 
tract  or  afi^eement,  or  any  other  matter  or  thing,  made  or  entered  into,  done  or  performed  by 
the  said  Provincial  or  District  Committee  in  the  execution  of  the  powers  vested  in  them  by  this 
Ordinance,  shall  be  brought  by  such  person  against  such  Provincial  or  District  Committee 
under  the  name  and  title  aforesaid.  Nor  shall  any  member  of  any  such  Committee,  by  rea« 
son  of  his  being  a  plaintiff  or  defendant  in  any  such  suit,  be  prevented  from  being  a  witness 
therein.  And  the  service  of  all  process  in  any  such  suit  or  action,  against  any  such  Committee, 
shall  be  made  upon  the  chairman  thereof. 

78.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  for  the  purpose  and  within  the  meaning  of  this  Ordi- 
nance, any  person  lawfully  administering  for  the  time  bein^  the  government  of  this  island 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  Gk>vemor  thereof;  and  that  any  person  being  in  this 
island,  and  who  shall  have  been  domiciled  therein  for  the  space  of  12  calendar  months  or 
upwards,  or  who  being  in  this  idand  shall  be  the  owner  or  lessee  of  any  lands  or  t^ements 
situate  therein,  and  shall  have  been  domiciled  therein  for  the  space  of  three  calendar  months 
or  upwards,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  resident  within  this  island  within  the  meaning  of 
this  Ordinance ;  and  that  in  the  construction  of  this  Ordinance  the  word '*  Soads  **  shall  be 
understood  to  include  the  pathways,  drains,  embankments,  ditches,  and  all  such  portions  of 
land  adjoining  the  same  as  have  been  specially  reserved  for  the  protection  or  benefit  of  the 
road ;  and  all  waste  land  or  ground  lying  on  the  side  of  any  such  road  being  part  of  the  road, 
and  which  has  been  used  and  accustomed  to  be  used  as  a  public  passage,  as  also  all  such  roads 
as  may  be  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  55th  clause  of  this  Ordinance.  And  that  the 
word  <'  Canal"  shall  be  understood  to  mean  the  full  extent  of  waterway  from  bank  to  bank, 
and  to  include  the  sides  thereof,  the  towing-path,  the  embankment,  and  all  drains  or  sluices 
communicating  therewith. 

79.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  Ordinance  No.  16  of  1844,  entitled  *' An  Ordinanoe 
for  the  preservation  and  improvement  of  the  Streets,  Roads,  Thoroughfares,  and  public  places 
within  Towns,  and  of  the  public  Roads,  navigable  Rivers,  Lakes,  and  Canals  of  this  Island^*' , 
shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  except  the  16th,  17th,  23rd,  and  24th  Clauses^ 
thereof,  and  except  as  to  the  repeal  thereby  of  any  former  laws,  customs,  proclamations,  and 
regulations,  and  except  as  to  any  offences  already  committed,  and  as  to  any  fines,  pensdties, 
dues,  forfeitures,  or  liabiUties  incurred  thereunder. 

80.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  this  Ordinance  shall  commence  and  take  effect  from  and 
ailer  the  promulgation  thereof. 

Passed  in  Council  the  Thirteenth  day  of  April,  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
eight 

G.  C.  Talbot,  Acting  Clerk  to  the  CounciL 

Published,  by  order  of  hb  Excellency  the  Govenior, 

J.  Emerson  Tbnnbnt,  Colonial  Secretary. 


End.  2  in  No.  15. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  15. 

MiNUTB  by  the  Governor. 

September  4,  1847. 
In  considering  the  mode  by  which  provision  may  be  most  readily,  effectually,  and 
cheaply  made  for  opening  up  the  internal  communications  of  the  country,  it  has  occurred  to  me 
that  much  advantage  may  be  derived  from  the  formation  of  local  councils,  somewhat  analo* 
gous  to  the  district  councils  of  Canada  or  of  New  South  Wales,  and  of  the  more  recently 
formed  councils  (if  I  am  not  mistaken)  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  old  Dutch  Landraads,  and  even  the  native  '*  Gansabes  '*  of  this  colony,  aj^pear  to  have 
possessed  something  of  a  similar  character.  If  we  admit,  as  I  am  strongly  incUned  to  think 
we  must  do,  that  the  authority  of  the  superior  class  of  natives  over  their  fddow-countrymen, 
and  the  influence  which  they  formerly  derived  from  position,  wealth,  and  character,  has  been 
gradua.ly  too  much  diminished,  by  circumstances  partly  under  the  control  of  Government  and 
partly  dependent  on  the  necessary  current  of  events,  the  time  may  probably  have  now  arrived 
when  the  restoration  of  that  authority  and  the  adaptation  of  that  influence  to  the  purposes  of 
good  government  may  be  effected  without  much  difficult,  and  Justified  by  the  probable  ad- 
vantages to  be  expected  from  it 

I  wish  you  therefore  to  consider  how  far  you  concur  with  me  in  the  propriety  of  forming 
local  councils,  in  which  the  better  class  of  natives  may  take  an  advantageous  part,  and  what 
measures  may  be  best  adapted  to  ensure  their  efficient  working,  as  well  as  the  powers  which 
it  may  be  necessary  to  entrust  to  them. 
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My  own  opiniou  is,  that  we  might  safely  commit  to  them^  in  the  first  instance,  the  charge         CEYLON, 
of  all  the  cross  roads,  or  minor  lines  of  communication  between  village  and  village,  and 
belween  the  different  villages  and  the  great  high-roads  of  the  colony,  which  will  be  maintained 
by  Government 

For  this  purpose^  I  would  give  them  power  to  raise  money  by  assessment,  and  also  to  com- 
mute that  assessment  into  a  contribution  by  personal  or  other  labour^  or  of  material,  which 
would  be  a  boon  to  many  proprietors  of  the  soil.  If  once  these  local  bodies  were  brought  into 
operation,  and  the  natives  became  habituated  to  the  elements  of  self-government,  aided  as  they 
would  be  in  some  dbtricts  by  Europeans,  it  might  be  well  to  consider  how  far  they  may  be 
entrusted  with  the  maintenance  and  management  of  a  rural  police,  and  with  the  conduct  of 
other  matters  connected  with  the  collection  and  administration  of  the  land  revenue.  The 
amount  of  responsibility  entrusted  to  them  would  become  gradually  enlarged,  as  their  expe- 
rience and  their  fitness  for  the  duties  required  of  them  became  more  developed. 

A  true  Copy. 

W.  Morris,  Acting  Clerk  to  the  Council. 


(No.  92.)  No.  16.  No.  16. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Tourington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Pavilion,  Kandy,  May  6.  1848. 
My  Lord,  {Received  June  26,  1 848.)  fsTNo'^iso^  ^^' 

The  Ordinance,  No.  9,  now  submitted  for  confirmation,  is  intended  to  331/    °'     '^*^ 
apply  a  remedy  to  one  of  the  most  serious  nuisances  in  Ceylon — ^the  excessive 
number  of  dogs,  many  of  them  dangerous  from  their  ferocity,  and  all  liable  to 
perpetuate  the  awful  disease  hydrophobia,  which  is  unfortunately  of  frequent 
occurrence  throughout  the  island. 

Many  of  these  dogs  are  supposed  to  be  without  owners,  and  bred  in  the 
jimgle  near  the  houses  of  the  natives,  whence  they  infest  the  streets  and  high- 
ways in  search  of  food.  Besides,  the  natives  themselves  take  no  pains  to 
destroy  such  of  the  offspring  of  their  domestic  dogs  as  they  do  not  wish  to 
keep  for  the  protection  of  their  houses,  but  drive  them  off  to  increase  the 
inccMivenience  and  risk  of  the  public. 

In  order  to  discriminate  between  those  clmmed  by  owners  and  justify  the 
police  in  taking  measures  for  the  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance  by  the  destruc* 
tion  of  the  others,  the  present  Ordinance  has  been  passed,  imposing  a  small 
annual  tax  on  all  dogs,  the  effect  of  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  to  reduce  the 
nnmber  kept  to  that  actually  required  for  protection  and  the  safety  of  private 
dwellings ;  the  remainder  being  left  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  proper  autho- 
rities. 

I  have  to  request  for  this  measure  your  Lordship's  favourable  consideration, 
and  Her  Majesty's  confirmation. 

I  have.  Sec. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c        &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  16.  End.  in  N(\  ltf». 

Ordinance  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative 

Council  thereof. 

TOBBINGTON.  No.  9. 

To  require  the  Owners  of  Dogs  to  take  out  Licenses  for  the  same. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  to  keep  down  the  number  of  dogs  in  this  island,  and  it  is  expedient  Preamble, 
to  make  further  provision  in  this  behalf  by  requiring  the  owners  of  dogs  to  take  out  licenses 
for  the  same  annually. 

1.  It  is  therefore  hereby  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon>  with. the  advice  and  consent  of  License  to  keep 
the  Legislative  Council  thereof,  that  n'om  and  after  the  time  when  this  Ordinance  shall  come  dogs. 

into  operation^  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  residing  in  this  island  to  have  in  his  custody 
or  possession,  or  to  keep  or  permit  to  be  kept  or  to  remain  in  his  house  or  premises,  any  dog 
or  dogs^  unless  a  license  for  every  dog  so  possessed  or  kept  by  him,  or  allowed  to  be  kept  or  to 
remain  in  his  house  or  premises  as  aibresaid,  shall  have  been  obtained  in  manner  hereinafter 
provided.  And  any  person  who»  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance,  shall  have  in  his 
custody  or  possession,  or  shall  keep  or  permit  to  be  kept  or  to  remain  in  his  house  or  premises, 
any  dog  for  which  a  license  shall  not  have  been  obtained  which  shall  be  then  in  force,  shall  bo 
guilty  of  an  offence,  and  liable,  on  conviction  thereof,  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  10«. 

2.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  any  person  who  may  be  desirous  to  obtain  any  such  license.  License,  how 
shall  make  an  application  to  that  effect  to  the  Government  Agent  or  any  Assistant  Government  obtained. 
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Agent  of  the  province  within  which  such  person  resides^  who  shall  issue  to  such  p^von  a  lieense 
for  every  dog,  as  near  as  is  material  according  to  the  form  in  the  Schedule  hereunto  annexed 
marked  A,  which  license  shall  be  on  a  stamper  Is.,  and  shall  be  in  force  until  the  Slst  day  of 
December  in  the  year  in  or  for  which  the  same  shall  be  granted^  and  no  longer. 

3.  And  it  is  fiirther  enacted,  that  every  such  Government  Agent  or  Assistant  Government 
Agent  shall  register  all  such  licenses  so  granted  by  him  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose; 
and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person,  at  any  time  during  office  hours,  on  payment  of  a  fee  of 
6cf.,  to  demand  inspection  of  the  said  book,  and  to  take  any  copy  or  extract  therefrom. 

4.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  if  any  such  license  shall  be  by  any  casualty  destroyed, 
defaced,  or  lost,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  person  to  jnrhom  the  same  shall  have  been  granted  to 
report  the  same  to  the  Government  Agent  or  any  Assistant  Government  Agent  of  the  provino^ 
wherein  such  person  resides  ;  and  if  such  Government  Agent  or  Assistant  Govemm^it  Agent; 
shall  be  satisfied  of  the  fact  of  such  casualty  or  loss,  he  shall  grant  to  such  person  a  oertifiei^ 
in  the  form  in  the  Schedule  hereunto  annexed  marked  B,  reciting  such  loss,  and  setting  out  the 

f)urport  and  effect  of  the  license  so  lost,  defaced,  or  destroyed,  and  such  certificate  shall  be  in 
ieu  thereof,  and  of  like  force  and  effect. 

5.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  superintendent  of  police,  and  for 
any  inspector  of  police  specially  authorized  in  writing  by  such  superintendent  of  police,  or  if 
there  shall  be  no  such  officer,  for  any  const &ble  or  police  officer  specially  authorized  in  writing 
by  any  Government  A^eot  or  Assistant  Government  Agent,  at  any  time  in  end  durioe;  which 
dogs  not  being  led  or  carried  may  be  destroyed  under  the  order  of  the  Governor,  issued  by  him 
in  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance  No.  9  of  the  year  1842,  entitled  "  For  the  preven- 
tion of  mischief  by  Dogs,**  to  enter,  in  the  day-time,  into  any  house  or  premises  situated  in  any 
place  which  shall  be  mentioned  in  any  such  order  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  and  if 
any  such  superintendent  or  inspe^or  of  polie^i  or  constable  or  police  officer  as  aforesaid,  shall 
find  any  dog  therein  above  the  9ge  of  tluree  months,  to  require  the  occupant  of  such  house  or 
premises  to  produce  his  license  to  keep  such  dog;  and  if  such  superintendent  or  inspector  of 
police,  or  constable  or  police  officer,  shall  find  in  any  such  house  or  premises  any  dog  for  which 
a  license  has  not  been  obtained;  or4f,  on  his  requisision,  the  Uoense  for  such  dog  shall  not  be 
produced  to  him  by  such  occupant,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  ftueh  superintendent  or  inspector  of 
police,  or  constable  or  police  officer,  and  he  is  hereby  required,  to  take  the  said  dog,  or  cause 
the  same  to  be  taken  by  any  officer  of  police,  or  other  person  i»nployed  for  that  purpose,  to  tho 
rarest  |X)Uoe  station,  imd  there  drowned  or  otherwise  put  to  death,  and  the  carcase  thereof 
buried  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  in  such  manner  as  the  principal  officer  on  duty  at  such  station 
shall  direct.  Providea,  however,  that  no  such  dog  shall  be  removed  or  destroyed  as  aforesaid, 
if  the  owner,  or  other  person  on  his  behalf,  shall  consent  forthwith  to  take  out  a  license  for  the 
same,  and  shall  deposit  with  such  superintendent  or  inspector  of  poUce,  or  with  the  principal 
officer  of  police  on  duty  as  aforesaid,  the  amount  required  for  such  license. 

6.  Aiftd  it  is  further  floacted,  that  if  anysuperintendentor  officer  of  police,  or  any  otfaBrperaoiV 
BbaU  wantonly  or  malieioiisly  exercise  any  of  the  powers  or  authorities  confided  to  him  hy  this 
.Oivdinanee,  or  shall  in  any  way  wilfully  exceed  such  powers  and  authoritiee^  he  shall  be  guShj 
of  an  offence,  and  liable,  on  conviction  thereof,  to  any  fine  not  exceeding  5(. 

7.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  whenever,  in  any  prosecution  or  proceeding  und^  tiib 
Ordmance,  Jiny.question  shall  arise  as  to  whether  a  license  has  been  obtained  for  any  dog,  Ab 
proof  that  such  Ucense  has  been  obtained  shall  lie  upon  the  party  a^inst  whom  such  proseeor 
tion  or  proceeding  shall  be  had,' Provided  that  it  shall  be  bwrui  for  the  Court  to  award  a 
reasonable  sum  in  Ueu  of  costs  to  the  accused  against  any  person  who  may  have  made  a  vexar 
tious  complaint ;  and  sndi  sum  aihall  be  recovered  in  like  manner  as  any  fine  imposed  by  such 
Court 

8.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  no  prosecution  shall  be  instituted  against  any  person  for  any 
offence  committed  against  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinancci  unless  the  eame  shall  be  com- 
menced within  one  calendar  montii  from  the  time  of  the  commission  of  such  offence. 

9.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  one-half  of  all  fines  actually  recovered  and  realized  tmder 
the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance  shall  go  to  our  Lady  the  Queen^  and  the  other  half  to  the 
informer. 

10.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  this  Ordinance  shall  commence  and  take  effect  from  and 
after  the  1st  day  of  August,  1848. 


A. 

JRirm  tflAonm  to  ktep  a  Dog. 

No.  A.  B.,  of  y  was  this  day  licensed  to  keep  a  dog  of 

the  fidlowiog  description :— - 

Sex  —       —        _        ^  -^  -« 

Colour       *-•«.        —       -*  —  — 

Size  ^        -.        —        _  —  _ 

Breed        ^       _        —        ~  —  — 

Any  peculiar  or  distinctive  marks  —  —  — 

lasuad  tKt  day  Qf 

(Signed)  Government  Agent. 

Note. — ^This  License  will  cease  to  be  in  force  on  the  Slst  day  of  December,  184    .  , 
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B.  GBYLON* 

Wkeicas,^  OD  til*  darf  of  liil^a  UeeiiBetok6epdie[dogfaerei]i  mendancdwu 

gnnted  by  to  A.  B.  •£ 

And  whereas  it  has  been  proved  to  my  satisfaction  that  the  said  license  has  been  (destroyed,  defaced, 
or  lost)  as  the  case  may  be.)  Now  I  do  hereby  grant  the  said  A.  B.  this  certificate  to  be  in  lieu  of  the 
said  license^  and  of  the  like  force  and  effeet 

Qivea  voder  my  hand  at  ,  this  day  of 

(Signed)  Goveromeot  Agent 

Sex     —       —       —       —  —  — 

Cokmr        —        —        -.       —  —  -. 

Size  —        —       ^ —        .^  —  — 

Breed       .—        —        —        —  —  — 

Any  peculiar  or  distinctiye  marks  —  — 

Passed  in  Council  the  Thirteenth  day  of  April,  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight 

O.  C.  Talbot^  Acting  Clerk  to  the  CounciT. 

Published  by  order  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 

J.  Emerson  Tennbnt,  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  17.  No.  1,, 

Memorandum  by  Lord  Tobrinoton* 

No-  24.  Ceylon. 

Sepofration  of  Lcmd  Ref^imae  from  Ordinarjf  Eevenm. 

The  inconvenience  of  including  so  precarious  a  source  of  income  as  the 
receipts  from  sales  of  land,  among  the  ordinary  ways  and  means  of  the  colony, 
has  often  been  seriously  felt. 

It  appears  to  me  to  be  much  more  prudent  to  class  it  under  the  head  of 
Extraordinary  Resources.  It  is  in  reality,  not  revenue  at  all,  but  capital 
realized ;  that  is,  land  converted  into  money,  and  for  ever  alienated.  The 
separation  of  this  branch  of  income  from  the  ordinary  revenue,  was  recom* 
mended  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  by  Lord  John  Rus9d[l  shortly  before  he 
left  the  Colonial  Office  in  1841,  and  my  Lords  expressed  their  concurrence  in 
this  view  of  the  case  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Trevelyan  to  Mr.  Stephen  of  the  81st 
August,  1841,  Their  Lordships*  letter  was  tiransmitted  to  this  Government  by 
Lord  Stanley  in  ^  his  Despatch  of  the  30th  October,  1841,  No.  20,  and  it  was 
at  the  same  time  intimated  that  the  land  revenue  might  be  applied  to  purposes 
of  local  improvement,  &c.  Nothing  ftirther,  however,  appears  to  have  be^ 
done  in  the  matter  up  to  the  present  time. 

I  think  it  is  a  subject  deserving  of  much  consideration.  In  New  South 
Wales,  the  land  sales  have,  for  many  years,  been  included  under  the  hrad  erf 
**  Casual  and  Territorial  Revenue  ;*  and  by  Lord  John  Russell's  instruction^ 
the  half  of  it  was  directed  to  be  applied  to  purposes  of  immigration,  and  the 
other  half  to  purposes  of  local  improvement,  with  the  reservation  however  that 
the  whole  might  be  applied  to  immigration.  It  was  upon  the  security  of  this 
fund  also,  that  money  was  raised  on  loan  by  nreans  of  debentures,  for  purposes 
of  immigration.  And  it  was  from  this  fund  also  that  the  debt  so  incurred  by 
Sir  G.  Gipps  was  recently  paid  off;  and  upon  the  credit  of  that  fUnd  also  a 
new  loan  to  the  extent  of  I00,000i  has  been  recently  made  by  Sir  Charles 
Fitzroy. 

I  strongly  recommend  its  being  kept  distinct  from  the  ordinary  refenue  in 
Ceyloa 

Colombo^  January  14,  184a  TORRINGTON, 


(No.  126.)  No.  18.  No.  18. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torriwotow  to 

Earl  Gbet. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo,  July  9,  1848. 
My  Lobd,  {Received  August  26,  1848.)  Answered  Sept.  30, 

It  is  my  duty  to  report  te  your  Lordship  without  delay,  that  on  No.  292,  page  339. 
Thursday  the  6th  instant,  a  large  number  of  country  people,  belonging  prin- 
cipally to  two  of  the  districts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kandy  called  tfpper 
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CEYLON.  jjj^^  Lower  Doombera,  together  with  a  few  of  the  peasantry  from  other  parts, 
assembled  in  the  town  of  Kandy,  and  proceeded  to  the  Government  Agent's 
Cutcherry,  apparently  with  the  view  of  making  a  representation  to  him  or  of 
presenting  a  petition  to  Government. 

As  the  crowd  continued  to  increase,  and  became  at  length  noisy  and  trouble- 
some, Mr.  BuUer  adjourned  to  an  octagonal  building  adjoining  the  temple  of 
the  Maligawa,  fronting  the  Esplanade,  now  used  as  a  military  prison,  from  the 
gallery  of  which  he  attempted  to  address  the  people.  The  whole  of  the 
Esplanade  was  at  this  time  filled  with  a  crowd,  apparently  a  good  deal 
excited,  some  by  drink,  others  by  the  instigation  of  turbulent  people,  who  are 
at  all  times  to  be  found  in  every  large  assemblage.  The  number  at  this  time 
is  represented  to  have  been  about  3000.  The  object  for  which  they  had  come 
was  avowedly  to  complain  of  the  new  Ordinances  for  compelling  them  to  take 
out  licences  for  their  guns  and  dogs,  and  also  of  the  Road  Ordinance,  which 
latter  they  had  evidently  been  misled  into  regarding  in  a  doubly  erroneous 
light,  namely,  as  the  restoration  of  a  poll  tax,  (to  which,  in  former  times,  none 
but  Malabars  were  subjected,)  and  of  the  Rajakaria,  or  forced  labour,  which  was 
abolished  in  1833. 

They  had  all  come  entirely  unarmed,  and  likewise  unattended  by  their 
headmen,  which  is  deserving  of  remark,  because,  from  subsequent  information 
which  I  have  received,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  principal  headmen  of 
two  districts,  if  not  active  participators  in  the  proceedings,  were  at  all  events 
tacit  abettors  of  this  mistaken  attempt  to  intimidate  and  create  disturbance. 

The  assembling  of  so  large  a  body  of  people  in  Kandy  was  however  imex- 
pected  by  the  authorities  at  this  time,  because  it  was  only  two  days  before  that, 
,  Mr.  Buller,  the  Government  Agent,  had  personally  visited  the  two  districts, 
in  which  some  excitement  had  been  manifested,  and  having  assembled  the 
people  and  heard  their  statements,  had  been  at  much  pains  to  explain  to  them 
'  the  real  nature  of  the  Ordinances,  and  had  endeavoured  (apparently  with 
entire  success)  to  remove  from  their  minds  the  fears  and  erroneous  impressions 
with  which  they  had  been  imbued,  respecting  other  expected  taxes  which,  in 
reality,  the  Government  had  never  even  thought  of  introducing. 

That  your  Lordship  may  be  the  better  able  to  judge  of  the  nature  of  their 

1.  complaints,  I  enclose  for  your  perusal  copy  of  Mr.  Buller's  letter  to  Govem- 
ment,  and  his  report  of  his  visit  to  the  districts  of  Doombera  and  Oudoonowera, 

and  of  the  conferences  which  he  held  with  the  inhabitants. '  Many  of  their 
complaints  were  entirely  without  foundation,  and  they  were  apparently  readily 
satisfied  with  the  explanations  given.  Little  anticipating,  therefore,  that  these 
very  people  would  so  soon  assemble  at  Kandy  itself,  Mr.  Buller  appears  to 
have  somewhat  lost  his  presence  of  mind  when  so  large  a  body  of  the  peasantry 
suddenly  presented  themselves  to  him. 

2.  I  enclose  to  your  Lordship  copy  of  Mr.  BuUer's  report  to  Government  of 
the  occurrences  of  Thursday  the  6th,  written  apparently  under  greater  appre- 
hension (as  the  issue  has  since  proved)  than  the  occasion  really  required.  The 
small  body  of  native  police  at  Kandy  were  at  first  insufficient  to  control,  much 
less  to  disperse,  so  large  an  assemblage,  and  it  was  found  necessary,  before  the 
day  closed,  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  military  to  support  the  authority  of  the 
magistrates  and  enable  the  police  to  act  with  effect. 

Lieut.-Colonel  Drought,  with  two  companies  of  the  15th  Regiment,  accord- 
ingly marched  into  the  Esplanade,  and  upon  their  appearance  the  mob  began 
to  retire  before  the  police,  and  ultimately  withdrew  to  their  villages  without 
committing  any  further  disturbance  or  any  breach  of  the  peace.  They  were 
given  to  understand,  that  small  deputations  of  them,  if  unarmed  and  properly 
attended  by  their  headmen,  would  be  received  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  at 
the  Pavilion  at  Kandy,  on  Saturday  the  8th,  (yesterday,)  when  every  repre- 
sentation they  might  have  to  make  would  be  listened  to. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  it  was  impossible  to  judge  with  certainty  how  far  the 
passions  of  the  Kandians,  (at  all  times  an  excitable  people,)  when  once 
awakened  and  misguided  by  erroneous  representations,  might  lead  them  into 
violence,  it  was  judged  expedient,  although  it  was  expected  that  all  would  end 
quietly,  to  adopt  every  possible  precaution  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  and  to  prevent  any  breach  of  the  peace  in  the  neighbourhood.  In 
addition  to  the  judicious  arrangements  adopted  by  the  Commandant,  under  the 
orders  of  the  Major-General,  for  the  disposal  of  the  troops  at  Kandy,  and  the 
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oat-stations,  all  the  European  residents  and  bui^hers  were  sworn  in  as  special 
constables,  together  with  about  50  Malays,  to  the  latter  of  whom  pay  was 
promked  at  the  rate  of  U.  a-day,  and  U.  6d.  for  Serjeants,  for  the  short  time 
their  services  would  be  required.  Everything  however  went  on  quietly,  and 
yesterday  morning  the  conference  took  place  at  the  Pavilion  with  Sir  Emerson 
Tennent,  who  appears  to  have  managed  it  with  considerable  tact  and  judgment ; 
and  the  people  dispersed  quietly  to  their  homes  at  the  close  of  the  day,  ap- 
parently disabused  of  many  of  the  errors  which  they  had  adopted,  and  better 
disposed  to  put  confidence  in  the  good  intentions  of  the  Government. 

I  enclose  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  Sir  Emerson  Tennant's  full  and  in-  3. 

teresting  report  of  all  the  steps  which  were  taken  upon  his  arrival  at  Kandy, 
which  appear  to  have  been  equally  judicious  and  successful.  The  excitement 
appears  to  have  now  entirely  subsided,  and  the  dismissal  of  two  of  the  Ratte- 
mahatmeyas  or  principal  headmen  in  the  service  of  Government  for  neglecting 
their  duty,  and  the  warning  held  out  to  the  other  headmen  who  failed  to  show 
the  degree  of  energy  expected  of  them,  and  to  exercise  their  proper  influence 
over  the  people,  will  imdoubtedly  have  the  effect  of  stimulating  the  exertions 
of  the  chiefs  of  other  districts. 

It  seems  that  even  the  collection  of  the  statistical  returns  for  the  Blue  Book, 
which  are  now  done  with  greater  accuracy  and  minuteness  than  formerly,  led 
them  to  think  it  must  be  preparatory  to  the  introduction  of  new  taxes,  so  that 
they  even  believed  that  their  Jack  and  cocoa-nut  trees,  their  cattle,  and  even 
their  women  and  children  were  about  to  be  taxed. 

But  there  is  some  reason  also  to  believe,  that  the  Budhist  priesthood  have 
riot  been  without  influence  in  kindling  this  excitement  of  the  people,  although 
the  most  influential  priests  at  Kandy  itself  deny  the  imputation.  But  the 
authority  of  the  priests  in  the  districts  from  wluch  the  greater  part  of  the 
people  come,  is  very  great,  and  they  are  avowedly  dissatisfied  with  the  entire 
withdrawal  of  the  Government  from  every  kind  of  assistance  or  interference  in 
the  management  even  of  the  temporalities  (so  to  speak)  of  their  establishment, 
and  without  the  authorized  substitution  as  yet  of  any  other  power,  either 
calculated  or  enabled  to  reduce  to  order  and  regularity  the  confused  chaos  of 
their  affairs. 

I  trust  that  the  settlement  of  this  question  may  not  be  long  delayed. 

That  I  may  not  withhold  from  your  Lordship  any  of  the  docimients  bearing 
at  all  upon  the  recent  proceedings,  I  think  it  right  to  forward  translated  copies  4. 

of  two  petitions  which  were  presented  to  the  Government  Agent  on  behalf  of 

Ihe  people  in  the  Singhalese  language.    No  signatures  were  attached  to  either f; 

of  them,  so  that,  strictly  speakiqg,  they  could  hardly  have  been  received.  The 
originals  appear  from  the  writing  to  have  been  penned  by  priests,  though  not 
presented  on  their  behalf.  They  cannot  be  said  to  represent  the  real  feeling  of 
the  people,  for  I  have  abundant  reason  to  think,  that  the  mass  of  the  Kandians 
are  by  no  means  disaffected.  They  rather  exhibit  the  statements  and  argu- 
ments which  are  made  use  of  from  time  to  time  by  a  few  discontented  and 
troublesome  spirits  in  order  to  try  to  rouse  others  to  join  them ;  but  in  this 
they  meet  with  little  success. 

Finally,  it  is  my  duty  to  state,  that  within  the  last  few  weeks,  one  of  the 
many  Malabar  pretenders  to  some  relationship  with  the  late  king  of  Kandy, 
who  have,  from  time  to  time,  come  over  to  endeavour  to  raise  a  party  in  their 
favour  among  the  Kandians,  is  represented  to  have  been  collecting  the  people 
in  small  parties  at  night  in  some  of  the  temples  in  the  more  retired  parts  of 
the  country,  but  has  rapidly  removed  from  place  to  place,  the  moment  he  had 
reason  to  think  that  his  hiding-place  might  be  discovered.  Although  I  attach 
little  importance  to  the  movements  of  this  individual,  and  have  no  reason  to 
think  that  he  has  had  any  connexion  with  the  recent  assembling  of  the  people 
at  Kandy,  I  gave  directions,  not  long  ago,  that  he  should  be  seized  and  treated 
as  a  vagrant  wherever  he  might  be  found.  I  have  now  issued  further  orders 
upon  this  subject,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  his  place  of  concealment  will 
soon  be  discovered.  ^ 

I  have  thus,  my  Lord,  detailed,  with  the  utmost  frankness,  the  whole  of  the 
circumstances  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge  in  relation  to  the  movement 
at  Kandy.  If  I  have  dwelt  at  greater  length  upon  some  parts  of  the  subject, 
than  the  occasion  really-  appeared  to  require,  I  have  been  actuated  by  the 
feeling  that  it  was  my  duty  to  withhold  nothing  from  your  Lordship,  that 
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^^^31^'  might  be  calculated  at  a  distance  firom  the  scene  to  present  a  clearer  imiglrt 
into  the  whole  character  of  the  Kandian  people  and  the  positioii  of  tlie 
Government  of  this  colony.  I  do  not  apprehend  any  disturbance  or  any 
further  renewal  of  the  excitement.  But  I  shall  not  fail  to  take  every  proper 
precaution  to  prevent  mischief  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  adopts  on  the  oAei^ 
every  reasonable  and  judicious  means  to  remove  from  the  peo[de  all  cause  of 
just  or  well-founded  complaint.  If,  on  closer  examination,  any  of  ike  mm 
Ordinances  shall  appear  to  require  amendm^it,  and  to  be  capaUe  of  beb^ 
improved  in  the  detail  without  surrendering  the  principle  of  them,  I  shall  takt 
the  matter  into  mature  deliberation  previously  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Legislative  Coundl.  At  present,  it  appears  to  me,  that  they  have  bem 
partially  misunderstood  or  designedly  misrepresented. 

I  shall  not  be  disposed  to  yield  anyUiing  whatever  to  clamour  o^  ^ccitenient) 
or  to  let  it  be  imagined  that  the  threat  of  violence  can  intimidate  die  Go- 
vernment 

I  feel  assured  that  public  tranquillity  will  continue  unintermpted. 

I  have,  &C., 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


End.  1  in  No.  18.  Enclosure  1  in  No.  18. 

Governmefnt  Agent's  Office,  Kandy, 
Sir,  July  5, 1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  received  late  this  evening,  I  have  the  hononr 
to  forward  my  report,  as  therein  requested.  The  only  two  districts  in  which  any  excitement 
has  been  raised  are  those  of  Doombera  and  Oudonowere.  The  former  I  have  visited,  and 
the  people  have  represented  theoisdves  as  satisfied  with  the  explanaition  that  has  been  given. 
I  yesterday  explaineu  tlie  Ordinance  to  the  people  of  Oudonowere  also^and  I  believe  now  there 
is  little  excitement  in  the  province.  Some  of  the  other  headmen  have  particularly  requested 
me  not  to  go  to  their  districts,  as  they  are  quite  quiet,  and  my  doing  so  would  have  an  injurious 
rather  than  a  beneficial  effect 

I  have,  fcc, 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary.  (Signed)  C.  R.  Buixn,  Agent 


Kandy,  July  5,  1848. 

I  REACHED  Gallaloowe  at  half-past  six,  and  having  watted  about  an  hour  for  the 
people  to  assemble,  I  inquired  of  them  whether  they  had  anything  that  they  wished  to  repre- 
sent, or  on  which  they  required  any  explanations.  They  said  they  had,  and  began  to  recapitn- 
late  a  number  of  grievances,  as  diey  termed  ibem. 

They  said  that  when  Mr.  Tumour,  the  former  Agent,  first  advised  them  to  come  (brward 
and  redeem  in  perpetuity  the  taxes  on  their  lands,  by  the  payment  of  10  years*  tax,  he  assured 
them  that  by  thus  doing  they  would  be  exempted  in  ftiture,  not  only  from  the  Paddy  Tax,  but 
from  every  other  tax  whatever. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  that  they  must  have  mistaken  Mr.  Tumour's  meaning,  as  no  one  was 
better  aware  than  he  was  that  he  could  not  make  such  a  promise  to  them ;  that  he,  as  Agent, 
could  not  bind  the  Government  to  do  anything,  as  he  was  merriy  acting  for  them,  and  oUfiged 
to  eomply  with  any  orders  he  received,  and  therefore  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  make  any 
such  promise. 

They  then  said,  *^  There  were  six  Ordinances  read  to  us  on  Sunday  last  by  the  Corane.*" 
The  Coralle  explains  that  there  were  only  three,  and  three  other  Minutes  of  Government,  m 
explanation  of  the  others ;  that  by  orders  of  the  Ratte  Mahatmeya  he  beat  the  tom-tom,  and 
collected  the  people,  and  that  the  Ordinances  be  read  were  the  Gun,  the  Dog,  and  the  Stamp 
Ordinance.  They  then  said  they  had  understood  them  to  be  six  Ordinances,  for  six  different 
tasoes. 

They  then  said  that  they  greatly  objected  to  the  Dog  Ordinance,  and  to  having  to  pay  one 
shilling  for  their  dop,  and  represented  that  they  intended  to  petition  the  Queen  against  it 
The  Agent  explained  to  them  that  the  better  course  would  be  to  jnve  a  petition  immediately 
to  him ;  he  would  present  it  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  on  the  next  Saturday,  at  the  meeting  to 
be  held  at  the  Pavilion  on  the  8th  instant,  when  they  would  rec^e  from  the  Colonial  Secretary 
an  answer  to  it. 

They  then  complained  against  the  Road  Tax ;  but  on  this  being  ex{dained  to  them,  they 
only  said  Mr.  Tumour  had  promised  that  they  should  not  be  further  taxed  if  they  redeemed 
the  tax  on  the  paddy  lands,  and  therefore  it  was  unjust  to  tax  them  again.  One  man  said 
that  in  his  house  were  eight  persona,  all  within  the  age  that  were  obliged  to  work,  and  it  was 
hard  to  make  them  pay  3^.  each ;  whereas,  in  another  house,  all  were  old  and  exempted.  It 
was  then  explained  that  they  could  give  their  labour  for  six  days,  and  that  they  would  not  be 
all  called  out  to  work  on  the  saaie  day,  and  diat  six  days  in  one  year  was  not  at  all  a  hard 
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talk  Cot  them ;  and  |hat«  in  regard  to  the  old  men  beiag  exempted*  it  was  a  very  reasonable  CKflXHi. 

and  just  exception  that  had  been  made^  and  that  they  ought  not  to  desire  it  otherwise.  Thev 
then  said  they  did  not  like  to  work  out  of  their  own  district.  They  were  then  told  that  in  all 
probability  they  would  not  be  required  to  do  so,  as  by  the  law  they  could  not  be  made  to  work 
at  any  distance  beyond  20  miles,  and  that  it  will  be' the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  endeavour  to 
apportion  the  labour  of  each  village  to  that  part  of  the  road  that  was  nearest  to  it.  They 
were  also  informed  that  the  opening  of  the  roads  tended  to  their  benefit  and  the  improvement 
of  the  country  generally. 

They  then  said,  ^*  There  are  now  30  taxes  to  be  imposed  upon  us."  I  told  them  that  I 
was  wholly  unaware  erf*  any  such  intention  on  the  part  of  die  Government,  and  that  the  report 
must  have  been  spread  by  some  designing  parties  who  wbhed  to  injure  them  by  creating  dis- 
satisfaction in  their  minds,  and  I  requested  them  to  name  some  of  them. 

It  then  appeared  that  they  imagined  that  the  return  of  gardens  and  chenas,  &c.,  that  had 
been  called  for  was  supposed  by  tl^m  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  taxation,  but  it  was  explained 
to  them  that  sudi  was  not  the  case,  but  that  it  was  required  by  the  Agent  in  order  that  he 
might  have  it  in  his  power  to  make  such  recommendations  to  Government  as  would  tend  to 
the  improvement  of  the  cultivation  of  the  district. 

They  then  said,  ^^  Even  the  washermen,  carpenters,  and  blacksmiths  are  to  be  taxed.**  The 
i^gent  informed  them  that  they  were  mistaken  in  that  also,  as  there  was  no  such  intention  on 
the  part  of  Government.  It  appears  that  they  fancied  the  Shop  Tax  would  include  washermen, 
carpenters,  and  blacksmiths. 

They  then  said,  "  Our  women  and  children  are  to  be  taxed."  I  asked  them  why  they 
thought  so ;  when  they  said,  "  Why  do  you  require  a  return  of  them  ?'*  This  was  explained 
also. 

It  appears  that  a  report  also  had  been  spread  that,  for  the  purpose  of  identification,  the 
breasts  of  the  women  were  to  be  measured,  in  the  same  way  that  the  dogs  and  guns  were  to 
be,  and  the  idea  of  this  has  of  course  given  great  offence. 

Another  report  was  that  the  houses  were  also  to  be  taxed,  as  well  as  the  buffaloes,  but  it  was 
explained  that  there  were  no  such  taxes  in  contemplation,  and  the  people  then  said  they  were 
quite  satisfied,  but  that  they  would  petition  against  the  Dog  Tax.  They  then  said,  *'  We  wish 
ourselves  to  be  present  at  the  levee  on  Saturday,*'  but  they  were  told  that  the  headmen  would 
be  present,  and  represent  them.  They  said»  ^*  We  are  not  satisfied  with  the  headmen,  they 
are  for  Government,  and  do  not  say  what  we  wish.'*  They  were  told  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  allow  all  the  districts  to  come  in,  and  that,  even  if  the  Arachies  were  admitted,  it  would  be 
difiBcult  for  the  greater  number  of  them  to  hear  what  was  said,  the  crowd  would  be  so  great. 

They  said  they  did  not  object  to  the  tax  on  their  lands  being  raised,  but  they  bad  an 
objection  to  anything  in  the  shiqpe  of  a  Capitation  Tax. 

They  complained  thai  the  owners  in  the  adjoining  estates  had  shot  their  buffaloes  and  pigs 
when  they  trespassed  on  the  estates,  and  that  in  other  cases  they  charged  10^.  The  super- 
intendent of  police  stated  that  he  had  not  heard  of  this  complaint  before,  but  would  make 
inquiries,  and  endeavour  to  check  any  impropriety  of  this  nature  in  future.  The  people  were 
told  to  complain  to  the  police  if  they  had  again  the  cattle  shot 

They  complained  also  of  having  to  bury  the  dead  buffaloes.  This  was  during  the  mUrrain 
in  1843,  when,  for  the  health  of  the  district,  the  villagers  were  required  to  bury  the  cattle. 
They  were  told  that  this  was  to  sare  their  own  lives,  and  therefore  they  should  not  complain  of 
it,  but  be  made  to  do  so  again  when  called  on. 

The  M ahawatta  people  complained  that  they  had  no  place  to  bury  their  dead.  The  Ratta 
Mahatmeya  was  directed  to  select  a  good  spot,  and  to  report  to  the  Agent. 

They  also  asked  that  a  piece  of  land  might  be  set  apart  as  pasturage  for  their  cattle.  The 
Agent  directed  the  Ratta  Mahatmeya  to  report  on  this  after  having  inspected  the  piece  of  laud 
they  were  desirous  of  obtaining. 

In  the  evening,  the  person  who  had  spread  the  report  of  the  soldiers  coming  to  Udoonewera 
was,  by  my  orders,  brought  up  to  the  Cutcherry,  and  the  Deputy  Queen*s  Advocate  took  down  the 
deposition,  and  consmitted  him  to  the  gaol.  It  appears  that  the  report  originated  in  the  village 
where  the  boy  lives ;  in  the  same  village,  the  vagrant  Denis,  who  is  gome  about  collecting 
money,  also  resides,  and  it  is  probable  that  this  was  some  scheme  devised  by  his  relations  to 
assist  him  in  his  operations,  which  from  all  accounts  must  be  extremely  profitable  to  him. 
From  a  report  I  have  now  received,  it  seems  he  has  a  few  days  ago  walked  off  with  5/.  belong- 
ing to  a  priest,  which  had  been  collected  by  the  priest  to  repair  a  temple.  I  hope  before  long 
he  may  be  apprehended. 

The  Udoonewera  people  also  came  before  me,  a  deputation  from  each  village,  and  their 
complaints  were  chie^  ag^nst  the  Gkin  Tax,  and  Dog  Tax,  and  the  Boad  Tax.  AigainBt  the 
two  latter  they  expressed  themselves  very  strongly,  loey  also  said  they  understood  Govern- 
ment was  going  to  impose  several  other  taxes,  but  it  was  explained  to  them  the  mistake  they 
had  made  in  nepird  to  this.  They  said  they  would  petition  against  the  taxes*  and  they  were 
advised  to  give  m  any  representation  they  they  might  wish  to  make  before  Saturday,  aiud  the 
answer  to  the  petition  would  be  given  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  at  once.  They  urged 
Mr.  Tumour's  promise  to  them  that  no  further  taxes  shoidd  be  impo6ed>  and  went  over  much 
of  the  same  objection  that  had  been  raised  by  the  Doombera  people,  but  in  general  they  repre- 
sented themselves  as  satisfied  with  the  explanations  they  had  received,  and  s^  they  would  send 
in  the  petition  to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  but  if  they  did  not  get  a  satisiactory  answer  on 
Saturday,  they  would  send  a  proctor  with  a  petition  to  the  Queen. 

In  these  two  districts  the  excitement  has  been  the  greatest,  but  I  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  it  has  been  quite  allayed  by  th^  conference  that  has  taken  plac^  and  that  the  erroneous 
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CKTLON.         impresMons  they  had  received  have  been  quite  done  away  with,  and  that  it  will  all  subside  in 

the  petition  that  they  intend  to  present  on  Saturday. 

(Signed)  C.  R.  Bullbr,  Agent. 

True  Copies, 

W.  MoRRiBy  Acting  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary. 


End.  2  in  No.  18.  Enclosure  2  in  No.  18. 

Government  Agent's  Office^  Kandy, 
Sir,  July  6,  1848. 

I  HAVE  to  report  that  most  unexpectedly,  and  altogether  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Police^  or  of  the  chiefs,  a  number  of  people  from  Doombera,  Hewahette, 
and  other  districts,  assembled  this  dav  and  represented  that  they  wished  to  have  a  conference  . 
with  me.  I  accordingly  went  out  to  them  and  met  them  at  the  Cutcherry,  where  finding  them 
too  clamorous  and  endeavouring  to  mob  me,  I  was  compelled  to  close  the  doors  and  adjourn 
to  the  Maligawe»  with  a  view  of  addressing  them  from  that.  On  reaching  the  Octagon  I 
addressed  them,  but  to  no  effect,  as  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  a  hearing.  On  my  way  to  the 
Temple  I  despatched  a  message  to  the  Police  Magistrate,  Commandant,  and  Deputy  Queen's 
Advocate,  requesting  their  attendance.  They  came,  but  the  two  former  remained  for  a  veiy 
short  time.  The  Commandant,  on  retiring,  remarked  that  this  was  no  place  for  him,  but  that 
he  should  be  at  the  head  of  his  troops  and  ready  when  called  on ;  and  as  matters  began  to 
assume  a  serious  appearance,  many  of  the  crowd  becoming  excited  from  drink  and  endeavour- 
ing to  excite  the  others,  I  considered  it  advisable  to  send  for  the  District  Judge,  who  promptly 
attended.  Every  mild  measure  that  could  be  suggested  to  induce  the  people  to  disperse  was 
attempted  but  failed.  The  police  were  then  directed  to  exert  themselves  for  that  purpose,  hut 
the  body  was  far  too  small  to  have  any  effect  on  the  crowd  by  which  they  were  sunounded, 
and  it  was  soon  perceptible  that  without  the  presence  of  the  military  all  such  attempts  would 
not  only  be  futile  but  tend  to  irritate  the  mob  and  make  them  mischievous.  Every  attempt  to 
seize  any  of  the  ringleaders  was  met  by  the  most  determined  resistance,  and  the  crowd  com- 
menced arming  themselves,  by  tearing  off  the  smaller  branches  of  the  trees ;  and  on  one 
occasion  the  Acting  Superintendent  of  Police  was  knocked  down  by  a  violent  blow  on  the 
ht  ad,  and  one  of  the  constables  severely  hurt  Under  these  circumstances,  after  consulting  the 
other  officials  present,  I  sent  a  request  to  the  Commandant  for  a  company  of  the  15th 
Regiment,  whose  presence  was  sufficient  to  enable  the  police  to  clear  the  place.  The  object 
of  the  meeting,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  was  to  force  from  me  a  promise  that  the  road,  gun, 
and  dog  tax  ordinances  should  be  repealed.  It  is  rather  remarkable  that  none  of  tiie  petty 
headmen  were  present ;  had  this  not  oeen  the  ease  probably  less  difficulty  would  have  been 
experienced  in  quieting  the  people  and  inducing  them  to  return  to  their  houses.  The  absence 
of  the  headmen  and  evidently  concerted  arrangements  among  the  people  leave  no  doubt  in 
my  mind  that  they  are  deeply  implicated  in  this  illegal  demonstration.  I  have  been  given  to 
understand  that  it  is  their  intention  to  assemble  again  to-morrow  in  larger  numbers.  The 
crowd  to-day  is  generally  estimated  at  about  4000.  I  have  intimated  this  to  the  Commandant, 
and  requested  him  to  take  such  measures  as  may  seem  to  him  necessary  to  aid  the  police  in 
preventing  the  recurrence  of  such  a  turbulent  meeting.  I  have  also  mmished  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Police  with  a  list  to  enable  him  to  swear  in  a  number  of  special  constables.  There 
is  one  peculiar  feature  which  it  is  perhaps  desirable  to  explain,  viz.,  tnat  the  people  altogether 
objected  to  being  represented  by  their  headmen,  nor  could  they  be  induced  to  appoint  any 
spokesman  on  their  behalf.  I  have  informed  them  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  cancel  any  .. 
Orditiance,  as  they  appear  to  imagine;  but  that  anything  they  may  have  to  communicate  V» 
Government  would  be  duly  attend^  to  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  on  Saturday,  provided  it  be 
made  in  a  proper  manner. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary.  (Signed)  C.  R.  Buller,  Agent. 

A  true  Copy, 
W.  Morris,  Acting  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary. 


End.  3  in  No.  18.  Enclosure  S  in  No.  18. 

My  Lord,  The  Old  Palace,  Kandy,  July  6,  1848. 

Thb  express  with  your  Excellency's  letter  overtook  me  last  night  at  8  o'clock,  at 
Kaigalle,  on  the  road  here.  I  had  intended  to  rest  for  the  night  and  to  reach  Kandy  this 
morning,  in  order  to  meet  the  chiefs ;  but  on  receipt  of  your  communication  I  at  once  resumed 
my  journey  and  arrived  here  at  2  o'clock,  a.m.,  this  morning.  Finding  that  all  had  been  quiet 
during  yesterday,  and  that  a  large  assemblage  of  people  was  expected  to  enter  the  town  to-day 
to  be  present  at  my  interview  with  their  headmen,  I  issued  notes  before  retiring  to  rest, 
requesting  theresident  magistrates  to  meet  me  at  gun-fire  this  morning. 

In  compliance  with  this  I  had  the  attendance  of  the  District  Ju^e,  the  Deputy  Queen's 
Advocate,  the  Police  Magistrate,  the  Commissioner  of  Roads,  and  the  Government  Agent,  and 
his  assistant.  Colonel  Drought,  the  senior  officer  in  command,  was  likewise  present,  and  the 
Superintendent  of  Police  was  in  attendance. 

At  this  meetmg  the  magistrates  were  unanimous  in  their  opinion  that  the  law  should  be 
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enSoned  which  forbids  the  entrance  into  the  town  of  any  persons  bearing  armsy  and  that         CKTLON. 
messengers  should  be  immediately  despatched  to  the  several  entrances^  and  the  ferries  across  **~ 

the  Mahavillayanya,  to  intimate  tins  resolution  to  those  approachioff  Kandy.  At  the  same 
time  a  notice  (of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed)  was  translated  into  Cmgalese  and  distributed^  ^^  ^* 

intimating  to  the  people  the  readiness  of  the  Government  to  listen  to  every  representation  and 
afford  any  explanation  required,  but  desiring  that  their  statements  should,  be  reduced  to 
writing*  or  communicated  m  person  by  five  or  six  individuals  from  each  corle,  by  whom  an 
immediate  reply  would  be  sent  to  their  companions. 

I  have  given  instructions  to  the  Superintendent  cf  Police  to  see  these  orders  carried  into 
effect,  and  the  military  will  be  prepared  to  show  themselves  should  it  be  found  necessary ;  a 
contingency  which  I  am  reluctant  to  anticipate.  It  would  of  course  be  desirable  to  avoid  a 
concourse  even  of  unarmed  nien  at  my  interview  with  the  chiefe,  as  it  would  be  impossible  to 
have  any  satisfiaustory  communication  with  so  large  a  body«  and  I  trust  to  be  able,  by  the 
arrangements  I  have  described,  to  allay  excitement  and  see  the  matter  pass  off  quietly. 

Three  of  the  chiefs  attended  the  meeting  of  the  magistrates,  namely,  the  Dewa  Nileme, 
and  the  brothers  Dehe^am,  Rata  Mahatmeya  of  Yattaneuna,  and  Helawette.  The  latter,  I 
have  some  reason  to  believe,  has  been  playing  a  double  part  in  this  afl^r,  professing  to  support 
the  Government  and  yet  privately  expressing  sympathy  with  the  disaffected*  They  stated, 
however,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  districts  under  their  charge  respectively  were  peaceable 
and  contented,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  idlers,  had  taken  no  part,  in  this  demonstration, 
the  individuals  present  at  which  came  almost  exclusively  from  Doombera  and  Harrispattoo. 
I  explained  to  them  the  responsibility  under  whidi  the  diiefs  and  headmen  stood  to  the 
Government,  which  naturally  looked  to  them  to  communicate  freely  vrith  the  people,  to  keep 
them  carefully  informed  as  to  all  public  acts  which  it  was  their  duty  to  carry  into  execution, 
and  by  their  example  and  influence  to  check  excitement  and  to  prevent  .demonstrations  of  this 
nature.  They  left  me,  after  a  long  interview,  to  communicate  with  the  other  chiefs  as  they 
might  arrive  from  the  country^  and  professed  anxiety  to  co-operate  with  them  in  the 
maintenance  of  order. 

The  information  which  I  have  been  able  to  collect  leaves  no  doubt  on  my  own  mind  that 
the  present  excitement  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  ignorance  of  the  people  as  to  the  scope  and 
provisions  of  the  late  Ordinances,  which  had  never  been  sufficiently  explained  to  them,  whilst 
their  alarms  and  apprehensions  had  been  excited  by  the  most  absurd  rumours  circulated  by 
political  agitators,  and  I  have  reason  to  fear  by  another  class  also,  to  whom  I  shall  presently 
allude. 

One  drcumstance  which  has  been  made  use  of  to  create  an  alarm  is  the  collection  of  the 
recent  returns  for  the  Blue  Book.  These  returns,  as  your  Excellency  is  aware,  have  for  years 
back  been  a  fiction,  one  set  being  a  mere  transcript  from  those  of  a  previous  year  without 
inquiry  or  alteration ;  and  this  year  the  unusual  attention  which  has  been  given  to  their  prepa- 
xation,  in  consequence  of  your  Excelleney*s  orders,  and  the  exertions  n^de  throughout  the 
villages  to  collect  the  required  statistics,  especially  those  connected  vrith  agriculture,  have 
naturally  attracted  the  attention  of  the  people,  and  been  represented  to  them  to  be  preliminair 
to  an  extensive  imposition  of  new  taxes.  A.  list  of  30  articles  has  been  circulated  on  which  it 
is  asserted  they  are  about  to  be  levied ;  the  list  I  have  not  seen,  but  I  presume  it  contains 
merely  the  items  in  detail  of  which  annual  returns  are  required  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  As 
this  misrepresentation  was  equally  mischievous  and  easy  of  contradiction,  I  at  once  caused  the 
Governn>ent  Agent  to  issue  a  notice,  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  to  put  an  end  to  it;  and  it  had  No.  2* 
the  desired  effect  at  an  early  period  of  the  day.  

The  other  party  whom  I  suspect  to  have  been  engaged  in  promoting  this  agitation  is  the 
priests.  From  various  quarters  I  have  heard  of  thrir  proceecfings,  and  I  am  the  more  con- 
firmed  in  their  truth  from  reading  two  documents^  copies  of  which  are  enclosed,  which  were 
sent  on  Thursday  to  the  Government  Agent  by  persons  in  the  crowd.  In  these  prominent 
place  is  given,  as  a  ground  of  discontent,  to  the  violation  of  the  Convention  of  1845,  in  relation 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  Budbist  religion ;  to  the  withdravml  of  the  Government  from  all 
concern  in  its  affairs ;  and  to  the  rejection  of  the  Temple  Ordinance  of  1845.  It  is  likewise 
observable  that  the  principal  excitement  manifested  for  the  last  few  days  has  proceeded  from 
the  district  of  Doombera,  in  which  the  influence  of  the  priesthood  is  strong,  and  vriiich  is  the 
seat  of  their  largest  temples. 

1  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  people  who  were  assembled  in  Kandy  yesterday  came 
vrith  any  previous  design  to  manifest  violence  of  any  kind;  indeed  they  were  unprovided  with 
arms  of  any  description :  they  came  apparently  to  make  a  strong  demonstration  and  protest 
against  some  apprehended  injustice ;  and  though  much  obstinacy  was  displayed  by  them  as  a 
body,  this  was  attributable  in  a  great  degree  to  the  impossiDility  of  conv^ing  to  such  a 
multitude  any  satisfactory  explanation  or  composing  assurance.  Any  excitement  or  violence 
which  was  exhibited  was  only  on  the  part  of  a  small  section,  evidently  under  the  influence  of 
intoxication.  Some  of  these  offenders,  when  arrested,  exhibited  the  utmost  alarm  on  recovering 
their  senses,  and  were  dismissed  to  their  villages  on  payment  of  a  fine^  and  furnishing  secu* 
rities  for  their  good  behaviour. 

Ten  o'clock. — The  people  are  now  coming  into  town  in  considerable  numbers,  but  peaceably, 
and  unarmed.  The  only  riolence  they  have  shown  was  in  seizing  the  boats  at  the  ferries,  and 
forcing  their  way  across  without  paying  the  toU.  The  greater  portion  of  those  assembled  are, 
as  before,  from  Upper  and  Lower  JDoombera.  Finding  this  to  be  the  case,  I  sent  for  the 
Rata  Mahatmeyas  of  each,  and,  on  their  avowal  that  they  had  (ailed  to  counteract  the  ialse 
impressions  by  which  the  people  had  been  misled,  or  to  induce  them  to  remain  quiet,  I  stated  ■ 
to  them  that,  as  the  office  they  held  implied  such  confidence  in  than  on  the  part  of  the  people  . 
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GSVLM.         as  to  iwdine  diem  to  lifltea  to  their  achrice  ami  follow  tfaetr  guidmoee  on  Buek  ooeaaioDs,  wmi 
""^  sodi  personal  tofloraoe  in  their  districts  as  would  prevent  scenes  so  improper  as  thane  mmm 

pawing,  it  was  obrious  that  thej  were  either  destitute  of  these  qualifioattoos  or  had  &iled  to 
exert  them;  and  in  either  case  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  suspend  them  from  their  respeetira  offioes,  ta 
await  the  pleasure  of  your  Bxoellency.  This  step  I  have  now  ta  commiinkate  for  your 
Lordship's  sanction,  and  I  asust  strongly  recommend  that  they  should  on  no  acooant  ha 
reiastated,  as  they  have  equally  ibrieited  the  ccmfidance  of  the  Govaitmeatt  A^ent  and  tka 
people.  This  measure,  I  consider,  will  have  a  salwfcary  effect,  by  Aismmg  the  cmefe  thai  aagr 
disregard  of  their  functions  similar  to  that  now  exhibited  will  not  pass  «an(^ieed«  and  thus 
iacite  them  to  proper  exertion  to  allay  the  present  ferment. 

I  flad  a  very  general  inclinalion  o&  the  part  of  the  maffistraey  to  ascribe  the  pnesest 
mavemeat«  if  not  to  the  agenc  v«  at  least  to  the  connivance,  of  the  head-mea.  Strong  suspidasv 
are  expressed  of  their  comphdty  in  the  proceedings  of  Thursday,  as  they  are  presMmed  to  bm 
not  omy  (&satisfted  with  the  imposition  of  new  taxes,  but  displeased  that,,  in  the  Road  Ords^ 
naace,  no  line  of  distiactioci  is  drawn  between  tlieir  own  rank  and  thai  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people.  Sonse  of  the  chiefs,  such  as  the  Rata  Mahatmajfas  of  Wallapane,  KotmaKe,  Douwhaga^ 
Tnmpane^  Maturatta,  and  Yattenewera,  have  unquestionably  done  their  duty  aeakusly,  as 
not  a  ^mptom  of  dissatisfaction  has  appealed,  nor  an  individual  from  their  district  joined  tha 
present  movement  in  Kandy.  The  others,  in  the  vicinity  of  Kandy,  are  more  or  kss  under 
the  ausptcion,  if  not  of  creating  discontent,  at  least  of  winking  at  the  conduct  of  others  m 
doinrso. 

Jaaff'-ftmi  four  o^elocL — About  half-past  eleven  the  town  was  mudi  crowded  bv  the 
country  people ;  some  few,  with  knives  and  sticks,  were  stopped  at  the  (errias,  and,  on  beiag; 
reoMKistrated  with,  went  bad^  without  any  reaistaBce.  'Vhe  others,  to  the  amount  of  1500  or 
2000,  occupied  the  Esplanade  and  the  principal  streets.  At  one  o'clock  I  waul  to  the  great 
hall  of  the  PkviUon,  accompanied  by  the  magistrates,  Colonel  Drought,  and  some  other 
officers.  It  was  densely  filled  with  the  chieis  and  their  followers,  and  a  large  body  of  ibm 
people.  I  addressed  them  at  considerable  length  on  such  points  as  I  considerKl  apnipas,  ami 
liicely  to  overcome  prejudice  and  conciliate  favour  for  the  new  Ordinances.  If  I  may  judee 
frem  the  entire  acquiescence  of  the  meeting  generally,  and  the  nature  of  the  observatioas  made 
by  one  or  two  speakers,  I  think  I  may  venture  to  S8^  they  all  went  away  satisfied.  I 
applauded  highly  those  chiefs  who  had  given  proper  support  to  the  Grovemmeot,  and  firmlj, 
bat  g«ardefiy,  expressed  the  dissatisfaction  certain  to  be  excited  by  the  opposite  conduct  of 
others.  The  meeting  broke  up  in  perfect  order,  and  those  who  were  present  immediate^ 
dispersed  over  the  Esplanade  a^  through  the  streets,  explaining  to  groups  of  eager  hsteacra 
who  had  not  been  present  at  the  Pavilion,  the  tenor  of  my  remarks  aad  the  resndt  of  my 
esposhions  of  die  Ordinances.  I  gave  some  time  for  this  process  to  go  on,  and  then  walhaA 
leisurely  through  the  crowd,  whi^  had  already  began  to  disperse  in  the  most  orderly  maawar^. 
I  was  saluted  hj  veaaxf,  and  from  several  received  voluntary  assurances  of  their  saiis&ctioa.  I 
imvm  reason  to  hope  that  the  resuh  of  the  day  s  proceedings  will  be  found  to  Ihwo  stumilatadt 
the  chiefs  to  becomiag  exertion^  as  well  as  to  have  inspired  the  people  with  fresh  confidence  i* 
the  Government,  and  dispelled  much  of  the  matter  which  had  previously  disturbed  their 
nunds.    The  crowd  has  dn^ppeared  for  some  time,  and  the  town  is  now  perfectly  quiet. 

Six  ifcladi. — I  have  just  had  an  interview  with  two  of  the  chief  prieets  of  the  MalwaiM^ 
and  two  of  the  Asgire  establishments,  attended  by  about  a  doxea  of  others.  1  toU  them  that 
the  Government  had  been  informed  diat  some  of  Uie  younger  priests  had  been  ragged  nt 
inciting  the  recent  commotion ;  that  such  proceedings  on  their  part  were  unbecoming  their 
position  in  relation  to  the  Grovemment,  and  incompatible  with  their  expectation  of  protection 
from  it,  and  I  expressed  a  hope  that  they  wouki  discourage  such  attempts  to  the  utmost  of 
their  power.  They  disdaiaied  such  eowhict  on  their  own  part,  deprecated  and  disbdieved  il 
on  mt  part  of  their  colleagues^  aad  pronnsed  me  to  send  immediately  into  the  sarroandin^ 
districts  to  apprise  the  priests  of  their  duty  to  the  Govenmient,  and  to  aicoiurage  them  m 
every  nmnner  to  exert  their  influence  with  the  people  in  its  support.  They  have  j«st  left  -ma, 
after  a  long  aad  sattsfoctory  taterview. 

I  havo^  &c.. 
The  Right  Hew.  His  ExeeUency  the  Governor,  (Signed)        J.  EnBaaon  TrnmiiT. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


No.  1. 

By  AvTHORm  of  the  €rorsmH)a. 

Thv  Gotemment  are  desirous  to  afibrd  ev^  information  to  the  people  on  fhe  aalgact 
of  the  recent  Ordinances,  regardine^  which  much  misapprehension  prevails.  Bat  thepuhlicam 
inforuMd  that  men  wkh  arms  in  their  hands  will  on  no  aecount  be  permitted  to  €9Aer  Kaady, 
aad  are  liable  to  punishment  if  such  an  attempt  be  neiade  in  any  instanceu 

Whatever  rerresen^ationi  the  people  have  to  make,  the  Colonial  Secratary  b  now  prepared 
to  receive ;  ana,  .if  sent  in  writing,  an  immediate  reply  will  be  gfvea.  Or  the  Cokmial 
Secretary  will  receive  a  deputation  of  five  or  six  persons  irom  each  oorle,  to  whom  explaaai* 
tiona  wiU  be  afforded  on  any  points  on  which  they  may  desire  it ;  but  as  any  lai^  conooama 
of  people  would  defeat  the  iatentioB  of  snch  an  interview,  besides  beifig  iooonsbteat  viith  tha 
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puUtc  peace,  special  constables  have  been  sworn  in,  and  every  other  ppeea«ition  Copied  to  CMn^. 

prevent  their  assembling. 

By  Order, 
(Sgned)  J.  Emsrson  Tmvbiit,  Colonial  Seeretary. 

Kandy,  July  8,  1848. 


No.  2. 

GovemmtDt  Agent's  Offios, 
Kandy^Jiily8,184& 

WHimvAS  a  report  has  been  circniated  amongst  the  people,  that  the  Agncakmml 
Rtfturm  lately  csiled  for  are  for  the  purpose  of  exacting  new  flaxes,  and  ti»t  additional  taxies 
are  intended  to  be  imposed ;  I  am  authorized  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  state  that  the 
report  is  untrue,  and  that  the  returns  in  question  are  no  more  than  those  which  have  been 
amwally  sent  home  for  many  years  past  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  aad 
thi^  no  new  taxes  are  in  coiAemplation  beyond  those  recently  enacted, 

(Signed)  C.  R.  Buller,  Agent. 


Enclosure  4  in  No.  18.  KncL  4  in  No,  18. 

\jrr9HUStt(HL) 

The  Humble  Petittoh  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Dumberre  addressed  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  and  the  Governnent  Agent  of  the  Central  Province. 

The  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Dumberre  and  others  of  the  island  of  Ceylon^  as  well  of 
those  who  are  assembled  here  this  day,  as  of  others  who  are  not  in  this  place,  are  embodied  in 
the  following  petition. 

1st.  In  1§15,  we  captured  and  surrendered  to  the  British  the  person  of  our  late  kin£, 
because  he  oppressed  us,  and  did  us  injustice,  but  we  did  not  then  do  any  injury  to  the  English 
Government,  but  cheerfully  submitted  to  it. 

The  English  bad  attempted  to  conquer  Kandy  twice  before,  but  were  defeated  with  much 
loss  of  life,  because  the  people  were  then  well  satisfied  with  the  government  of  their  king.  But 
it  appears  that  we  are  now  made  to  suffer,  from  year  to  year,  greater  injustice,  oppression, 
wrongs,  losses,  &c.,  than  we  had  ever  endured  under  the  Singhalese  Government,  and  we  have 
reason  to  fear  that  still  greater  injustice  will  be  inflicted  upon  us. 

2nd.  Heretofore  we  had  patiently  endured  much  injustice  and  other  diflSeulties,  but  we 
have  consoled  ourselves  with  the  belief  that  the  Government  would  at  length  grant  us  relief>  but 
instead  of  that,  we  deeply  regret  to  find  that  our  difficulties  are  every  year  more  and  more  in- 
creased. 

3rd.  That  the  Government  has  altered  the  laws  and  customs  in  force  at  the  British  accession 
is  evident  from  the  following  facts.  Soon  after  the  establishment  of  this  Government  we  paid 
one-tenth  of  the  produce  of  our  paddy  fields,  according  to  an  appraisement  of  the  crop  made 
every  year.  The  Government  next  required  us  to  pay  a  stipulated  amount  whether  the  lands 
were  cultivated  or  not.  We  obeyed.  We  were  then  told  to  redeem  our  paddy  lands,  by 
paying  10  years*  tax  at  once,  by  which  we  were  given  to  understand,  that  we  should  be 
exempted  from  further  tax.     Many  of  us  complied  with  this  requirement. 

4th.  On  certain  occasions  when  the  Government  required  it,  we  performed  '^  Rajakaria  ser- 
vice" to  Government,  but  then  the  taxes  on  our  lands  were  jwo  tempore  remitted;  we  were  also 
then  required  to  work  on  the  roads  opened  by  Government,  but  it  was  on  understanding  that, 
as  soon  as  that  work  was  over,  no  service  will  be  exacted  from  us.  In  1834,  some  time  after 
the  trial  of  the  late  Modligodde  Adigar  and  others  for  alleged  high  treason,  a  proclamation 
was  published  to  the  effect,  '*  that  the  Engli^  Government  wished  the  welfare  of  the  Kandyan 
people,  and  that  no  labour  would  be  exacted  from  them  ;**  but  then  we  ask,  what  we  have  done 
since  that  period,  that  the  Government  should  not  only  retain  all  the  former  taxes  on  oar  fields, 
&c.,  but  should  also  re-establish  the  Rajakaria  system  which  had  been  once  abolished,  and 
impose  three  new  taxes  ?  We  cannot  understand  what  crime  we  have  committed  to  deserve  so 
great  a  pnnishment. 

5th.  Reasons  why  we  cannot  pay  the  newly-imposed  taxes. 

We  have  purchased  £uns  at  prices  varying  from  3/.  to  4/.  for  the  protection  of  those  very 
crops  on  which  a  tax  is  levied  by  Government ;  the  Government  has  imposed  a  tax  on  them, 
we  do  not  know  unth  what  object,  whether  to  prevent  us  fix^m  having  or  using  them,  to  destroy 
oar  means  of  livelihood,  or  to  subject  us  to  losses,  or  with  other  motives.  On  account  of  the 
provisioas  of  this  Ordinance^  we  have  been  obliged  to  sdl  some  of  oar  guns  at  6d.  each,  and 
we  shall  find  extreme  difficulty  in  protecting  our  erops  without  the  use  of  fire-arms.  * 

We  pray  then  that  the  practice  of  renewing  the  licenses  for  guns  every  year  may  he 
abolished,  but  a  license  when  once  granted  may  be  made  permanent. 

6th.  We  consider  die  Ordmance  which  requires  us  to  pay  a  tax  on  our  dogs  a  great  disgrace 
to  us. 

We  cannot  afibrd  to  pay  a  t|LX  on  a  thing  of  no  value.  We  will  not  therefore  take  any 
lieeme  at  all  for  our  dogs. 

7tb.  Even  die  poll-tax  we  cannot  pay;  many  people  find  it  diBBeult  to  pay  the  tax  on  the 
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CEYLON.  paddy  fields,  and  are  obliged  to  incur  debts  on  this  account,  nay  there  are  arrears  due  to  Go- 
*****  yemment  from  mere  inability  of  the  people  to  pay.     This  being  the  case,  how  is  it  pos^le 

that  we  could  afford  to  pay  more  taxes  ?  Gentlemen  who  receive  large  salaries  from  Govern- 
ment will  of  course  be  able  to  pay,  as  they  cannot  be  in  want  of  money,  but  as  we  do  not  receive 
money,  we  cannot  afford  to  pay  the  same  to  Government. 

8th.  It  is  easv  for  the  councils  of  Grovemment  to  impose  taxes,  but  tliey  do  not  take  into  con- 
sideration onr  difficulties  and  hardships,  because  they  have  no  feeling  for  us.  Their  object 
seems  to  be,  in  on^  way  or  other,  to  benefit  the  Government. 

9th.  These  councils  have  established  a  police,  from  which  we,  the  people,  derive  no  benefit 
whatever.  We  suffer  much  evil,  much  losses  from  the  appointment  of  proctors.  And  when 
the  Government  requires  money  for  various  things,  they  pass  enactments  every  year,  the  ten- 
dency of  whidi  is  to  reduce  us  to  poverty  and  want;  but  they  never  impose  any  burden  upon 
gentlemen  [meaning  Europeans]:  even  if  any  enactment  is  passed  having  some  tendency  to 
benefit  the  people,  that  the  Government  soon  finds  a  pretext  to  repeal. 

10th.  By  these  circumstances  we  are  led  to  fear  that  the  Government  int^ds  to  make  us 
poor  and  wretched.  If  it  is  not  so,  if  the  Government  still  wishes  our  welfare,  still  feds  for  the 
people,  may  it  please  the  Government  to  abolish  the  new  taxes,  and  afiEbrd  us  redress  for  other 
grievances  we  have  mentioned. 

July  6, 1848. 
EncL  5  m  No.  18.  Enclosure  5  in  No.  18. 

Petition  addressed  to  the  Government  Agent  for  the  Central  Province. 

In  1815,  the  people  of  Lanka  voluntarily  transferred  the  sovereignty  of  the  kingdom  of 
KandVf  to  the  King  of  England;  and  a  solemn  convention  was  then  entered  into  between  hid 
Excellency  the  (Jovemor,  Sir  Robert  Brownrigff,  acting  on  behalf  of  His  Majesty  King 
George  III.,  and  His  Royal  Highness  George,  rrince  of  Wales,  Regent,  on  the  one  hanc^ 
and  the  Adigars,  Dissaves,  and  others,  on  behalf  of  the  Kandyan  nation,  on  the  other  hand. 
We  have  seen  with  much  regret  some  of  the  articles  of  this  Convention  violated  of  late  by 
the  English  Government.  By  that  Convention  the  English  Government  undertook  the  pro- 
tection of  the  *'  Church  and  State*'  (Loka,  SasSney)  of  the  Kandyan  nation,  but  it  has  not  only 
altogether  abandoned  ''  the  church,**  but  has  begun  to  oppress  the  people  by  the  imposition  of 
unjust  taxes,  &c. 

The  Government  first  exacted  a  tax  of  one-tenth  of  the  produce  of  our  paddy  fields  when 
cultivated. 

lliis  tax  was  not  extended  to  all  the  paddy  fields  whether  cultivated  or  not. 

Another  tax  was  then  imposed  on  high  lands  also  when  cultivated  with  grain. 

Formerly,  the  Government  charged  only  one  copper  chally  as  a  toll  on  ferries;  now  they 
charge  four. 

We  were  formerly  required  to  work  on  the  Government  roads,  elephant  kraals,  &c.,  but  the 
Government  itself  mA  abolished  the  Rajakaraya  or  forced  labour. 

The  Government  has  now  imposed  a  tax  on  our  fire-arms  at  the  rate  of  3«.  a  gun  every  year. 
Hiese  guns  are  purchased  by  us  for  the  protection  of  our  lives  and  property. 

We  are  also  given  to  understand  that  a  tax  upon  our  dogs,  and  a  poll-tax  of  3«.  per  head, 
have  already  been  determined  upon,  and  that  many  more  taxes  are  in  contemplation. 

We  be^  to  submit  our  inability  to  pay  these  new  taxes,  aixi  we  pray  that  we  may  be  required 
to  pay  only  one-tenth  of  the  produce  of  paddy  fields  when  cultivated,  but  we  will  not  pay.  De- 
cause  we  cannot,  any  other  new  taxes  whatever,  though  it  be  at  the  expense  of  our  lives. 

We  pray  that  this  our  prayer  may  be  mercifully  considered. 


No.  19.  (No.  131.)  No.  19. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon-  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo, 

Answered  Sept.  SO,  My  LorD,  July  12,  1848, 

1848,No.292,p.389.  ,_       .      .\  ^^     ,^.^v 

(Received  August  26,  1848.) 
*  Page  135.  WiTH  reference  to  my  Despatch,  No.  126,*  transmitted  in  the  bag  by 

yesterday's  mail,  I  have  the  honour  further  to  report,  that  according  to  the 
most  recent  account  received  from  Kandy  this  morning  tranquillity  continued 
•  to  prevail  throughout  all  the  Korles  in  which  any  excitement  had  been  raised, 
and  that  the  disposition  of  the  people  appears  to  be  in  all  respects  good  since 
their  false  impressions  regarding  the  Ordinances  have  been  removed. 

The  interview  of  the  several  deputations  of  the  people  from  the  neighbour- 
hood with  the  Colonial  Secretary  on  Saturday  last,  the  8th,  has  been  followed 
by  the  happiest  results.  Nothing  could  be  more  successfid  than  the  candid 
explanations  offered  to  them  of  the  errors  into  which  they  had  been  led  by  a 
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few  didcontented  persons  who  had  purposely  misled  the  people,  when  it  was        ceylon. 

their  duty,  as  headmen  in  the  service  of  Government,  to  have  guided  them 

aright. 

I  beg  to  enclose  a  correct  copy  of  the  more  detailed  report  which  I  have ^' 

now  received  of  the  proceedings  at  the  meeting  at  the  Pavilion,  and  of  the  ^ 

address  made  to  the  people  by  Sir  Emerson  Tennent    I  also*  forward  a  copy '. 

of  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Police  (himself  a  native),^  of  the  reception 
met  with  by  a  party  of  24  constables,  who  were  sent  out  into  one  of  the  most 
excited  districts  subsequent  to  the  meeting.     It  is  in  all  respects  satisfactory. 

I  have  already  caused  five  of  the  principal  headmen  to  be  dismissed,  and  it 
is  my  intention  to  make  several  changes  among  the  inferior  class  of  headmen 
who  were  wanting  in  their  duty. 

This  will  give  me  an  advantageous  opportunity  of  rewarding  deserving 
individuals,  by  conferring  upon  them  the  appointments  thus  become  vacant, 
which,  although  the  emoluments  are  small,  carry  much  weight  and  considera- 
tion with  them  in  the  eyes  of  the  mass  of  the  people. 

.  I  have,  &c., 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON- 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


Enclosure  I  in  No.  19.  find.  1  in  No.  19. 

Authorized   Account  of  the  Meeting  at  the  Pavilion,  at  Kandy,  on  Saturday, 

July  8,  1848. 

The  chiefs  and  headmen  and  people  of  the  following  Korles  assembled  in  Kandy,  on 
Saturday,  8th  July,  to  meet  the  Honourable  Sir  J.  Emerson  Tennent,  Colonial  Secretary, 
viz. : — 

Toompane.  Harispattoo.                     Irobenalie. 

Oodapalate.  Doombera.                       Four  Korles. 

Oodanoowera.  Hewahette.                      Seven  Korles. 

Yatinoowere.  Wallapane. 

The  following  Chiefs  and  Headmen  attended: — 

The  Dewanileme,  late  2nd  Adiffar. 

Erawawale,  Ratamehatmeya  of  Oodaneura  and  his  Corales. 
Deligame,  Senior,  Ratamahatmeya  of  Yatteneura  and  his  Corales. 
Gallegedere  Dissamaike,  Ratamahatmeya  of  Toompane  and  his  Corales. 
Wattaraneenna,  Ratamahatmeya  of  Harrisiapattoo  and  his  Corales. 

The  Corales  of  Udagampahe  in  Loioer  Doombera. 

Dehigam,  Junior,  Ratamahatmeya  of  Hewahette  and  his  Corales. 
MoUigodde,  Ratamahatmeya  of  Egode  Tihe  and  his  Corales. 
Mahelle,  Ratamahatmeya  of  Upper  Bulatgamme  a&d  his  Corales 
Wegodepulle,  Ratamahatmeya  of  Matella  South  and  his  Corales* 
GalTahelle,  BLatamahatmeya  of  Matella  North  and  his  Corales. 
Maningomolor,  Ratamahatmeya  of  Matella  East  and  his  Corales. 
The  Ratamahatmeya  of  Kotmalie. 
The  Ratamahatmeya  of  Wallipane  and  his  Corales. 

Molligodde,  Ratamahatmeya  of  the  Four  Corles,  and  the  other  Ratamahatmeya  of  that 
district,  and  of  the  Seven  Corles,  together  with  the  following  people  from  several  districts 
but  especially  from  Matelle,  Doombera,  Oodooneura  and  Hewahette. 

The  assembly  being  met  in  the  Great  Hall  of  the  Royal  Pavilion,  the  Colonial  Secretary 
arrived,  accompanied  by  the  Government  Agent  of  the  province,  the  District  Judge,  the 
Assistant  Agent,  and  principal  civil  authorities,  together  with  Colonel  Drought,  15th  regiment 
commanding  the  troops,  and  other  military  officers. 

The  Colonial  Secretary  having  asked  for  silence,  stated  to  the  assembly,  that  he  came  by 
order  of  his  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor,  to  hear  what  it  was  of  which  the 
people  had  to  complain.  The  Government  were  well  aware  that  their  measures  was  so 
advantageous  to  the  people  that  nothing  but  misconception  or  ignorance  of  their  intentions 
could  have  led  to  the  present  excitement  The  chiefs,  who  understood  the  late  Ordinances, 
should  have  explained  them  fairly  to  the  people,  and  he  feared  this  had  not  been  done, 
otherwise  the  people  would  not  have  left  their  peaceful  industry  to  crowd  into  Kandy  for 
information.  That  information,  however,  he.  Sir  J.  Emerson  Tennent,  was  now  here  by  order 
of  the  Governor  to  afford,  and  he  desired  to  know  of  what  it  was  that  the  people  had  to 
complain  ? 

A  Native  from  Doombera  said,  that  what  the  people  was  alarmed  for  was,  that  they  had 
been  told  that  the  Government  was  making  lists  of  all  the  cattle,  and  poultry,  and  crops,  and 
vegetables,  and  these  and  all  their  dogs  and  guns  were  to  be  taxed. 
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,CBTLON.  The  Colonial  Secretary  assured  tliem  that  that  was  eaitirely  wntn»e.     For  tamaj  years  past  k 

•  •^'^  had  been  tW  eustom  oace  every  year  to  sead  lists  of  this  kind  to  Englaiid,  to  ahaw  the  gvowag 

wealth  and  improvement  of  the  island ;  formerly  they  had  been  made  out  by  guess  and  iaeor- 
reetly.  Tins  year  Lord  Torrington  haui  ordered  them  to  be  true  and  correct^  and  hence  the 
inquiries  that  the  chiefe  had  made  regarding  their  numbers,  but  there  was  not  the  least 
intention  to  lax  any^of  the  articles  they  had  Sluded  to,  except  the  dogs.  He  begged  this  to 
be  made  known,  and  he  asked  now  whether  the  people  understood  this,  and  were  satisfied? 

The  People.  We  are. 

The  Colonial  Secretary  then  said  that  they  must  bare  been  misM  on  this  nntter  by 
designing  men  and  discontented  people  for  their  own  purposes,  as  the  Geremment  had  no 
soch  intention  now  and  never  had  entertained  such  an  idea. 

As  to  the  dogs,  it  was  quite  true  that  they  were  to  be  taxed;  but  this  Ordinance  differed 
from  the  others  lately  passed  in  this  respect,  that  it  was  not  the  wish  of  the  Government  to 
derive  any  income  from  this  source.  Had  they  wished  to  do  so  their  policy  would  be  to 
increase  the  number  of  dogs,  but  it  was  quite  the  reverse,  and  the  only  object  of  the  law  was 
to  reduce  the  number,  which  now  amounted  to  a  public  nuisance,  especially  ia  towns  and  on 
the  mat  roads,  and  the  Government  hoped  that  when  the  people  knew  tlmt  they  must  pay 
for  the  unnecessary  number  of  dogs  which  they  keep  they  would  not  rear  so  many,  and  that 
the  public  would  cease  to  be  annoyed  by  them.  The  Government  wished  to  make  no  money 
by  this  law  ;  it  would  be  enforced  in  the  towns  and  on  the  high  roads  till  the  nuisaaee  was 
abated,  and  wherever  in  the  villages  and  bye-roads  there  Was  no  nuisance  there  the  people 
would  have  no  trouble. 

With  regard  to  the  Gun  Ordinance,  Sir  Emerson  Tennent  frankly  told  them  the  object  of 
Government  in  passing  it  was  two- fold ;  first,  to  reduce  the  number  of  guns  in  the  hands  of 
improper  people ;  and  secondly,  to  make  persons,  who  kept  guns  for  amusement,  contribute 
something  towards  the  revenue  for  the  privilege  of  using  them.  By  this  law  the  Government 
were  conferring  a  boon  on  the  people  by  making  it  Ie£al  for  them  to  keep  guns.  Heretofore 
no  Kandian  could  keep  a  gun,  or  use  fire-arms  of  any  description.  After  the  rebellion  against 
the  British  Govenmnnt^  30  years  ago,  a  law  was  passed  wfaidi  rendered  it  a  misdemeanour 
for  any  man  to  have  a  gun ;  it  was  a  severe  law,  for  it  declared  that  every  man  who  trans- 

iressed  it,  by  keeping  a  gun,  might  be  flogged  by  the  Government  Agent;  and  not  only 
ogged,  but  imprisoned  by  him.  This  law  continued  till  it  was  repealed  by  the  present 
OiSinance.  The  present  Governor,  Lord  Torrington,  thought  there  was  no  occasion  for  such 
a  law  as  that ;  and  it  bad  been  passed  30  years  ago^  when  the  Goremooeat  of  that  day  were 
afraid  that  the  Kandian  people  were  disloyal.  They  were  then  afraid  to  trust,  them  with  a 
gun  for  fear  they  would  use  it  against  the  Grovemment.  But  now  things  were  different,  the 
Government  had  no  feao  of  the  people.  Lord  Toningtoa  did  net  doubt  the  loyalty  of  the 
Kandians;  he  had  no  uneasiness  at  their  having  guns  in  their  hands;  he  knew  that  the 
Eandians  felt  the  blessing  they  enjoyed  under  a  Government  that  had  given  them  the  protection 
of  good  laws,  which  had  established  courts  of  justice,  opened  their  country  by  roads,  encouraged 
cultivation,  doubled  the  value  of  every  man*s  fields,  and  established  security  far  life  and 
property.  He,  therefore,  repealed  the  dd  and  insulting  law,  and  passed  Ae  present  one  to 
enable  every  respectable  man  to  keep  arms  for  his  amusement,  or  the  protection  of  his 
property  from  wild  beasts.  This  was  a  privilege  they  had  never  before  enjoyed ;  under  the 
Kandian  kings,  as  they  well  knew,  no  man  dare  kill  an  el^bant  even  if  it  were  destroying  his 
crops,  but  now  they  may  do  so ;  under  the  British  Government  no.  man  eould  legaUy  ^oot 
game  under  the  old  law,  but  can  do  so  now  under  the  new ;  and  bet,  dbe  Colonial  Secretary, 
asked  them  whether  they  thought  2^.  6  J.  a-year  too  muck  for  them  to  contribute  towai^  the 
public  revenue  in  return  for  such  a  privilege? 

Goompane,  Aratchy  of  Doonitera,  replied,  that  they  (£d  not  think  it  too  much  to  pay  once, 
but  they  wished  only  to  have  one  registration,  to  be  free  ever  ailer ;  they  could  not  afford  to 
pay  every  year  for  keeping  a  gun. 

^e  Colonial  Secretary  asked  which  they  would  prefer,  the  old  law  to  keep  no  guiv  or  the 
new  one  to  register  them  ?  The  new  one,  to  pay  25.  6rf,  annually ;  or  the  old  one,  to  be  flogged 
for  having  fire-arms  at  all  ? 

Ooempcme  ooald  make  do  reply  to  tins. 

The  Colonial  Secretary  proceeded. — ^He  bad  no  reserve  in  tdlinr  him,  that  by  graitti^ 
licences  for  tbe  guns,  the  Govemmeat,  in  addition  to  the  policy  of  Keeping  them  mj^  ei  the 
bands  of  improper  persons  (to  whom  licences  would  be  refused),  was  desirow  \»  add  la  the 
revenue  of  the  colony  from  this  source ;  and  the  reason  why  the  rerenue  recjpnied  this  assistaaea 
was  that  the  Government  had  lately  repealed  other  taxes  which  had  operated  in^urioosly  oa 
the  trade  of  the  natives  in  coflee  and  dnoamoo.  The  cinnamon  trade  was  depressed  became  it 
could  not  bear  the  export  duty  of  1#.  a-pound,  and  the  Grovenunent  repealed  it.  The  Ksn- 
dyan  people  used  to  sell  much  native  coffee  from  their  gardens,  and  got  84#.  a  cwt,  but  now 
they  could  only  get  28^..  and  the  trade  was  sunk ;  but  to  assist  it  the  Government  had  sacri- 
ficed more  revenue,  and  repealed  the  export  duty  on  it  too.  More  than  this,  the  Government 
had  lowered  the  import  duties  <m  those  articles  which  the  natives  diemseWes  consome,  tfaeir 
clothes,  and  their  In^ass  ward,  and  their  iron  ware,  so  that  they  may  now  buy  eveiything 
cheaper,  and  sell  everything  better  than  before.  But  to  make  up  the  loss  of  revenae,  and  to 
enable  the  Government  to  carry  on  other  costly  improvemenis  in  the  islaad,  they  required  more 
money  to  spend  amongst  the  people. 

One  grand  object  which  they  had  in  view  was  to  open  up  every  district  by  roads,  roads  to 
all  the  towns  and  ferries^and  by  roads  to  connect  all  the  villages.  By  this  means  every  man's 
land  would  rise  in  yalue.     Before  the  Kandy  road  was  made  tbe  Paddy  fields  at  Kadn^anawe 
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were  but  worth  OLe-half  what  they  odi  for  now.     Before  the  road  was  made  to  Anarajapoora,  CBYIXWi 

the  people  there  could  not  sell  their  rice  for  more  than  6d.  or  7d.  a  parrah,  and  they  could 

scarcely  get  fish  or  salt  to  buy  at  any  price,  because  the  dealers  could  neither  come  to  sell  their 

fish  nor  to  buy  their  rice ;  now  they  get  from  2s,  6rf.  to  3«.  a  parrah  for  all  the  rice  tbey  can 

grow,  and  they  get  their  sak  and  fish,  and  every  other  artide,  abundant  and  cheap ;  so  tliat  the 

effect  of  new  roads  is  to  double  the  value  of  land,  to  double  the  value  of  everything  you  have  to 

sell,  and  to  lower  the  cost  of  everytfiing  you  have  to  buy. 

This  was  the  result  which  the  Government  wanted  to  see  effected  in  every  district  of  Ceylon 
where  there  are  no  roads;  new  roads  would  shortly  be  opened  in  all  directions,  and  surely  the 
people  would  cheeriidly  give  a  few  days'  labour  to  enrich  themselves  by  this  means. 

Batawattegedere  Canaany  said,  the  people  had  not  the  time  to  spare  to  labour  on  the  roads, 
nor  the  money  to  pay  the  commutation  if  they  did  not  work. 

Cohnial  Secretary, — You  have  two  harvests  in  each  year,  the  Maha  and  the  Yalla? 

Batawatt^dere. — Yes. 

Colonial  Secretary. — How  many  days  do  you  labour  before  and  after  each? 

Batawattegedere, — About  SO  days  before  each,  and  15  days  after. 

Colonial  Secretary. — So  that  out  of  12  months  you  work  but  three.  Surely,  out  of  the  other 
nine  you  can  give  six  days  to  make  loads  for  yourselves  ? 

Batawattegedere. — The  people  have  no  money  to  pay  Zs,  when  they  are  too  busy  to  work. 

Colonial  Secretary, — But  there  are  coffee  estates  in  your  neighbourhood  where  the  men  are 
employed  in  the  pidcing  season  for  a  shilling  a-day,  and  the  women  for  something  less,  so  that 
three  days'  labour  will  pay  the  tax ;  and  be  well  assured  of  this,  that  not  one  shilling  paid  for 
this  tax  will  be  applied  by  the  Government  to  any  other  purpose  than  to  the  improvements  of 
the  very  district  m  which  it  is  collected.  So  every  man  in  reality  will  be  working  for  himself; 
and  this  is  not  all ;  you  will  not  be  driven  to  work  as  in  the  times  of  the  Raja  Karia,  under 
your  own  kings,  or  when  compulsory  labour  was  enacted  under  former  governors ^  hut  every 
Householder  will  have  a  vote,  and  you  will  elect  your  own  district  committee,  who  will  regulate 
all  tiw  w<N-k  4o  be  done  in  makiigyoor  own  roads,  and  superintend  the  doing  of  it 

Nor  are  you  to  suppose  that  this  is  any  poll-tax,  or  any  degrading  impost  upon  one  rank  from 
which  another  is  exenpt  No,  «very  rank  will  equally  work  for  the  general  improvement  of 
the  country,  and  every  chief  and  every  headman  will  be  equally  liable  with  every  villager;  and 
the  Judges  and  the  Government  Agents,  the  Magistrates  and  himself,  the  Colonial  Secra* 
laky,  were  equally  pr^ared  to  unite  with  the  people  ia  enriching  every  district  of  the 
islands 

He  thought  he  was  right  in  saying,  that  when  these  things  came  to  be  explained  to  them> 
they  would  not  (Aject  to  the  Ordinances ;  but  he  feared  they  had  not  been  explained  to  them 
by  their  duefs  and  beadnen. 

Tieherie  Bosnia  DunuviHe  depped  {brward,  and  said  it  was  i9o,  and  that  the  chiefs  bad  not 
done  their  doty  on  this  ^eeaaion ;  but  he  in  bisdistrict  had  been  speaking  to  the  people. 

Cobmial  Secr^ary, — I  knew  it ;  1  knew  that  the  chiefa  must  have  been  remiss  in  tois  respect^ 
else  I  would  not  see  the  assemblage  which  is  this  day  collected  on  the  esplanade  of  Kandy. 
But  on  the  part  of  the  Governor,  Sir,  I  have  to  thank  you  for  what  you  have  stated,  and  I 
feel  assured  that  you  will  exert  your  influence  to  keep  the  people  ri^t,  and  to  prevent 
their  minds  from  bebg  abused.  This  is  what  the  Goveinn^ent  expected  from  the  chie&« 
Their  object  was  to  select  as  chiefs  SDen  whom  the  people  looked  up  to  for  tlierr  intelli* 
l^nce,  and  who  could  guide  and  direct  them  by  their  personal  influeixe ;  and  tboae  who  wei^ 
•either  destitute  of  these  qualifications,  or  who,  possessuog,  bUed  to  exert  them^  were  wantii^ 
in  their  duly  to  the  Government  which  appointed  them,  and  whom  they  professed  to  serve. 

Andreweway,  Itatte  Mahatmea  of  WaUepme^  said,  he  had  been  amongst  his  people;  he 
Inew  they  were  unnecessarily  excited,  and  ne  went  for  information  to  the  AsMstant  Agent; 
that  he  then  returned  to  his  people^  and  correctly  informed  them  as  to  the  views  and  inten- 
tions of  the  Government^  and  he  was  ^ad  to  Miy  they  were  all  satisfied  and  contented,  and 
had  not  joined  this  movement^  or  eome  into  Kaady,  b«rt  had  confidence  in  what  he  said^ 
and  remained  at  home* 

Colonial  Secretary, — Sir,  you  have  done  your  duty,  as  became  you,  and  I  shall  have  great 
satisfaction  in  rqpoiting  it  to  the  Governor;  and  I  now  wish  to  know  whether  there  be  any 
other  explanation  I  can  give,  or  any  information  I  can  impart  ?  As  I  find  there  is  not,  I 
now  be^  to  take  my  leave,  and  to  request  fiiat  those  who  have  heard  me  will  convey  to 
those  who  have  not,  a  faithful  report  of  what  I  have  said,  and  that  you  will  aaeure  mem 
that  the  Govemniflnt,  so  far  from  exaetdng  taxes  mmecessarily,  desire  nothing  but  the  receipt 
«f  such  a  revenue  bom.  {X'oper  sources  as  will  enable  them  to  repeal  all  taxation  that  now 
presses  heavily  on  their  agriculture  and  on  their  trade;  and  to  expend  their  income  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  secure  the  prosperity,  the  wealth,  and  the  happiness  of  every  inhabitant 
in  Ceylon. 

The  meeting  then  "broke  tip,  and  the  chiefs  and  peoi^e  going  down  to  the  Esplanade, 
joined  the  e^her  Kaodians,  who  were  waiting  for  them  there.  Tbey  explained  to  them  what 
ibey  bad  heard  6om  Sir  Emerson  Teqnent,  and  the  crowd  dii|)eraed^  and  by  5  o'clock  th^ 
had  all  recrossed  the  ferries,  and  gone  to  their  own  villages. 
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^^3^^-  Enclosure  2  in  No.  19. 

End.  2  in  No.  19.    Dear  Sir,  July  10,  1848- 

I  HAVE  to  acquaint  you  that,  according  to  the  instructions  received  from  the  Honourable 
the  Colonial  Secretary  yesterday,  I  and  Mr.  Jansen,  my  assistant,  accompanied  by  24  poh'ce- 
men,  proceeded  this  morning  to  Dombera,  and  spoke  to  the  people  in  the  village  there,  who 
in  reply  said  that  they  have  no  aversion  towards  the  British  Government ;  but  as  there  was  a 
report  afloat  that  the  taxes  lately  imposed  would  be  modified  if  they  would  collectively  repre- 
sent their  grievances  to  the  authorities,  they  thought  it  proper  to  come  and  do  so.  But  tlie 
late  disturbance  was  created  by  some  ignorant  and  obstmate  people  who  were  amongst  them 
on  the  occasion,  and  for  which  the  generality  of  people  are  now  labouring  under  great  sorrow 
and  fear,  more  so  owing  to  the  assault  committed  on  me  at  the  time. 

They  also  guaranteed  that  they  would  assist  and  protect  the  police  ;  and  the  individual,  by 
name  Palemakumbura  Basnaike  Nillama,  an  influential  person,  and  others,  said  that  they 
would  see  that  no  disturbance  would  in  future  take  place  at  Dumbera,  to  which  effect  he 
(Basnaike  Nillama)  has  this  day  written  to  Mr.  Buller. 

I,  after  having  sent  Mr.  Jansen  and  the  24  constables  to  Medemahaneuvera,  in  Upper 
Dumbera,  to  lie  stationed  there,  I  returned  to  Kandy ;  and  as  soon  as  any  report  is  received 
from  Mr.  Jansen,  I  shall  forward  the  same  for  your  information.  I  shall  use  my  utmost 
exertions  to  keep  both  the  town  and  country  in  a  state  of  tranquillity. 

Sir  E.  Tennent  has  also  instructed  me  to  inform  you  with  these  matters. 

I  am,  &c.» 
W.  D.  Bernard,  Esq.  Colombo.  (Signed)  D.  L.  Banda. 


No.  20.         (No.  141.)  No.  20. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon-  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo, 

Answered,  No.  303,  My  LoRD,  AugUSt  9,  1848. 

Oct.  24,  page  339.  {Recdved  September  25,  1848.) 

No.  126,  July  9,  1.  In  my  Despatches  transmitted  by  the  last  mail,  and  noted  in  the 

j|^^»  J*se  135.  margin,  I  furnished  to  your  Lordship  a  full  account  of  the  disturbances  which 
1848,  page*i44.  '  ^^^  taken  place  at  Kandy  on  the  6th  ultimo,  originating  in  the  assembling  of  a 
large  body  of  people  in  that  town  from  the  adjoining  districts,  with  the  osten- 
sible object  of  presenting  a  petition  against  the  enforcement  of  certain  new 
Ordinances,  but  with  the  real  purpose,  as  I  have  abundant  reason  to  think,  of 
endeavouring  to  intimidate  the  Government 

2.  I  proceeded  to  state  that  the  measures  adopted  for  the  restoration  of  tran- 
quillity had  been  entirely  successful,  and  that  I  had  no  apprehaision  of  any 
further  disturbance  elsewhere,  or  any  renewal  of  the  excitement  at  Kandy, 
with  regard  to  the  new  Ordinances,  as  the  misapprehensions  of  the  people 
appeared  to  have  been  entirely  removed.  And  further,  with  respect  to  the 
rumour  which  had  reached  me  of  the  existence  of  another  Malabar  Pretender 
to  the  throne  of  Kandy,  who  was  said  to  be  endeavouring  secretly  to  raise  a 
party  in  his  favour ;  I  stated  that  I  attached  little  importance  to  his  movements, 
as  rumours  of  the  same  description  had,  for  many  years,  been  from  time  to 
time  revived,  but  had  died  away  again  without  result 

3.  It  now  becomes  my  duty  candidly  to  acknowledge  to  your  Lordship  that 
in  both  my  anticipations,  I  have  been  greatly  disappointed.  A  large  assemblage 
of  turbulent  and  threatening  people  were  brought  together  near  Colombo,  on 
the  26th  ultimo,  who  set  at  defiance,  and  in  fact  openly  engaged  the  police, 
and  were  only  prevented  from  committing  further  violence  by  tiie  interposition 
of  the  military  force.  The  Pretender  to  the  throne  of  Kandy  has  boldly 
raised  his  standard  in  open  rebellion  in  the  Kandian  distrists ;  and  although 
his  followers  have  been  on  two  occasions  defeated,  and  to  a  great  extent  dis- 
persed, and  many  of  the  rebel  chiefs  have  been  captured,  while  the  severest 
measures  have  been  adopted  under  martial  law  to  put  an  end  to  the  rebellion, 
the  pretended  king  himself  has  not  yet  been  captured,  although  his  immediate 
attendants  have  nearly  all  deserted  him,  and  with  great  difficulty  he  miaintains 
his  concealment  in  the  mountains. 

4.  As  the  origin  of  these  different  movements  and  disturbances  is,  in  reality, 
very  complicated,  and  there  is,  I  may  say,  little  or  no  direct  connexion  between 
them  beyond  that  of  their  simultaneousness,  and  the  influence  which  all  dis- 
turbances exercise  in  imsettling  and  keeping  alive  the  excitement  of  the  public 
mind,  I  propose  to  deal  with  them  separately  in  my  relation  of  them  to  your 
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Lordship ;  and  with  this  view  I  shall  confine  myself  in  this  Despatch  to  the        cbylon. 
consideration  of  the  occurrences  at  Colombo,  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  the  rebellion  at  Kandy. 

5.  I  shall  hope  to  be  able  to  present  to  your  Lordship,  in  a  clear  and  forcible 
light,  the  state  of  the  public  mind  generally,  apart  from  all  other  considerations, 
of  the  treasonable  effort  to  re-establish  the  native  authority  at  Kandy ;  and  I 
think  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  prove,  in  the  first  instance,  that  efforts  have 
been  made  by  one  or  two  turbulent  Europeans,  supported  and  assisted  by  many 
of  the  peculiar  class  of  people  called  Burghers,  to  kindle  dissatisfaction  in  the 
minds  of  the  Singhalese  natives,  to  make  them  believe  that  they  are  aggrieved, 
and  above  all  to  induce  them,  in  various  ways,  to  exhibit  openly  by  complaints 
and  by  tumultuous  meetings,  an  appearance  of  dissatisfaction,  calculated  and 
probably  designed  to  augment  the  influence  of  the  leaders  of  the  movement. 

6.  I  should  be  the  last  person  to  desire  to  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
redress  of  real  hardships  or  casual  grievances;  but  I  have,  in  the  present 
instance,  uniformly  and  firmly  resisted  these  attempts  to  overawe  the  Govern- 
ment, and  it  will  be  highly  satisfactory  to  your  Lordship  to  learn,  that  in  every 
instance  in  which  there  has  been  an  opportunity  of  explaining  the  real  nature 
of  the  new  Ordinances  to  the  people,  and  of  disabusing  their  minds  of  the 
errors  which  had  been  purposely  impressed  upon  them  by  their  headmen 
(instigated  by  the  parties  to  whom  I  have  alluded),  the  people  have  invariably 
expressed  their  satisfaction,  and  have  admitted  that  they  had  been  deceived. 

7.  A  reference  to  the  narrative  of  a  recent  journey  of  the  Colonial  Secretary 
through  a  portion  of  the  central  and  northern  provinces,  undertaken  at  my 
request,  with  the  express  object  of  explaining  the  Ordinances,  and  of  disabusing 

the  minds  of  the  people,  which  is  transmitted  with  my  Despatch  No.  142  by  No.  i42,  Aug.  lo, 
this  mail,  will  suflBce  to  assure  your  Lordship  of  this  striking  fact  P*8*  ^^^• 

8.  What  is  true  with  regard  to  the  district  visited  by  Sir  Emerson  Tennent 
is  equally  borne  out  in  the  maritime  districts,  except  that  inasmuch  as  more 
insidious  means  and  more  numerous  agents  have  been  employed  (and  still  are 
to  a  great  extent)  to  pervert  the  minds  of  the  people,  so  does  it  require  the 
utmost  watchfulness  and  the  most  active  discouragement  on  the  part  of  Govern- 
ment to  counteract  these  efforts.  The  unsettled  state  of  the  public  mind 
throughout  Europe  has  extended  its  influence,  in  some  degree,  to  a  few  excitable 
spirits  in  this  island  ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  having  to  deal  with  a  native 
population,  ignorant  and  full  of  prejudices,  yet  disposed  by  nature  and  by 
custom  to  render  obedience  to  authority,  and  paying  respect  to  that  authority 
(like  all  eastern  nations)  only  when  it  is  felt,  any  appearance  of  vacillation,  or 
a  show  of  anything  but  the  most  determined  firmness  at  the  present  moment, 
would  only  loosen  the  bands  of  Government,  and  lead  to  disorder  and  to 
mischief  everywhere  without  being  productive  of  a  single  countervailing 
benefit. 

9.  I  fear  it  may  appear  to  your  Lordship  that  I  am  disposed  to  put  greater 
stress  upon  a  comparatively  trifling  matter  than  the  occasion  merits,  but  I 
^should  be  xmable  to  place  the  subject  before  you  in  all  its  bearings,  if  I  failed  to 
make  some  allusion  to  the  "Observer"  newspaper  published  here.  For  some 
years  it  seems  to  have  been  the  object  of  the  proprietor  of  this  paper  to  create 
or  to  nourish,  on  the  part  of  the  burgher  community  generally,  a  spirit  of 
jealousy  and  uneasiness  against  the  Government  of  the  colony  for  the  time 
being,  and  more  or  less  against  the  European  community  at  large.  Such  at 
any  rate  appears,  in  a  great  degree,  to  have  been  the  tendency  ol  his  writings. 
I  need  scarcely  remind  your  Lordship  that,  amongst  others,  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  the  proctors  and  many  of  the  notaries  belong  to  that  class  of  the  com- 
munity. 

10.  But  it  is  only  within  a  recent  period  that  any  decided  steps  have  been 
taken  to  spread  dissatisfaction  among  the  native  population,  particularly  among 
the  headmen,  whose  influence  over  the  native  Singhalese  is  very  great.  It 
would  have  been  suflBcient  merely  to  allude  to  this  subject  in  passing,  but  for 
the  appearance  in  the  "Observer"  of  the  3rd  July,  of  a  letter  printed  in 
Singhalese  type,  purporting  to  be  a  translation  of  an  English  letter,  with  certain 
comments  of  the  editor  in  the  same  number  of  the  paper.    I  enclose  to  your  i. 

Lordship  the  paper  itself,  and  I  also  forward  a  literal  translation  of  the 

Singhalese  letter,  which  has  been  made  for  me  by  one  of  the  best  Singhalese   ^ 

scholars  (an  Englishman)  in  the  island. 
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CTYLOKL  iL  From  this  it  will  be  gathered  thai;,  however  calooiated  the  original 

English  letter  might  be  to  excite  the  miads  <^£  the  people,  the  Singhalese 
version  when  presented  to  a  Singhalese  mind  was  likely  to  be  ev«i  more  pre- 
judiciaL  Knowing  also  timt  it  proceeded  from  the  pen  of  a  European,  I  ^ve 
reason  to  believe  t^y  were  the  more  disposed  to  be  in^iieDoed  1^  its  expres- 
sions. In  addition  to  the  circulation  of  it  in  the  newqMipei:,  it  was  also  prmted 
separately  npon  slips  of  paper,  and  was  distributed  for  the  purpose  of  bemg 
r^ul  and  explained  to  tite  nadves  in  remote  parts,  which  I  ttoderstaiKi  has  be^ 
in  some  instances  done,  with  accompanjring  commeaits. 

12.  The  disturbance  at  Kandy  on  the  6th,  as  described  in  my  foraier 
Despatches,  may  have  been  only  slightly  and  accideiitally  influenced  by  the 
publication  of  tiiis  letter  three  days  previously ;  for  circmmstsuices  have  come 
to  my  knowledge  since  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  which  induce  me  to 
think  that  the  accident  of  the  introduction  of  the  Ordinances,  and  the  purpose 
of  bringing  the  people  into  Kandy  for  the  ostensible  object  of  making  pditi(Nifi, 
was  made  use  of  in  reality  to  test  the  spirit  of  the  Gk)veranient;  as  well  as  to 
cloak  the  design  of  actual  rebellion  whidi  was  then  on  the  point  of  bursting 
forth. 

13.  On  the  l&th  July  a  petition  was  presented  to  me  si  Coiombo,  by  a 
deputation  composed  principally  (rf  Moormen  and  Malabar  traders  of  Golomki, 
headed  by  one  or  two  wealthy  Parsees,  reqi^sling  that  the  op&raticm  of  the 
Ordmance  No.  5,  of  1848,  ^  For  making  provii^on  for  the  reg^drati0a  and 
licensiBg  of  oertain  Traders,"  which  came  into  operatioii  <»n  the  Ist  day  of  the 
month,  might  be  6uq)end6d.  Rumours  had  hem  breug^  to  me  for  iseveral 
days  previously,  that  an  attempt  was  about  to  be  made  hy  the  wealthier  shop- 
keepers to  resist  the  working  of  this  OrdiBan/ec^  and  that  a  oombiaation  was 
going  on  with  a  view  to  izithaQidate  the  minor  class  of  xkaiers,  and  to  oocaaoo 
resistance  to  the  law.  The  iiateiition  was  to  compel  the  people  to  iE^mt  up  their 
shops,  and  to  prevent  the  sale  of  rice  and  other  necessary  provisions.  The 
threat  of  this  proceeding  enabled  the  wealthier  rice^des^ers  to  dispose  of  all 
their  surplus  stock  before  hand  at  ino'eaaed  prices;  but  the  measures  adopted 
by  Grovernmeut  so  far  alarmed  them  as  to  the  OQBsequeBce  of  their  proceedrag^ 
that  the  resistance  terminated  for  the  time  in  the  preaentation  of  the  petkkxi 
I  have  named,  bearing  the  signatures  not  of  the  poorest  but  of  the  wealthiest 
shopkeepers  in  the  P-ettah  of  Ccdombo^  to  whom  the  payment  of  li.  per  amHun 
was  really  not  an  ol^ect 

3.  14.  I  enclose  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  the  petitioB^  and  also  of  the  rq^ljr 

—  which  I  directed  to  be  made  to  it,  and  to  which  I  beg  to  draw  your  Lordshq)*i 
___  attention,     i  civilly  declined  to  accede  to  the  sui^nsion  of  the  Ordinances 

Privately  I  gave  directions  to  the  Government  Agent  to  eKercise  caution  aad 
indulgence  with  respect  to  the  valuation  of  the  rental  of  the  ^nailer  4cia6S  of 
shops,  so  that  the  operation  of  the  Ordinance  might  not  fall  heavily  upon  the 
nainor  tradesman. 

15.  In  tracing  the  progress  of  events,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  mention  to  yovr 
Lordship  that  copies  of  petitions  upon  other  matters  were  privately  and  some- 
what secretly  calculated,  not  only  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Colombo^,  but  ii 
more  remote  parts ;  and  signatures  to  them  were  solicited  aiaftong  the  natives  l^ 
the  agents  of  parties  in  Colombo.  A  copy  of  one  of  these  petitions  waspriviU;ely 
brought  to  me ;  full  of  exaggerations  ^uid  mis-^tenaents,  calculated  to  inflame 
Ihe  minds  of  the  natives.  It  was  apparently  addressed  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mcms ;  and  as  many  of  the  expressions  said  aaserticms  contained  in  it  closely 
resembled  the  expressions  afterwards  used  in  a  second  letter,  more  cautiously 
writtOT,  and  publidied  under  the  signature  erf  Mr.  Elliott  (of  the  "  Observer),'* 
I  drew  the  inference  that  all  these  petitions  were  prepared  and  disteibuted 
amder  his  instructions. 

16.  Numerous  notices,  written  in  Singhalese^  were  also  distributed  about  the 
neighbourhood  of  Colombo,  reminding  the  people,  not  only  that  certain  new 
taxes  had  been  imposed,  but  purposely  mifiieading  them  to  believe  that  many 
«ther  new  taxes  were  shortly  to  be  introduced,  iwd  calling  upon  the  inhal»t- 
ants  of  all  tl^  neigjhbouring  villages  to  assemble  at  <a  spot  on  the  outskirts  of 
Colovaho  on  the  mprmng  of  liie  26th  ultimo.     I  enclose  a  tranfilation  of  one  of 

—  these  notices. 
17-  Various  repc^rts  were  brought  to  meoonceming  the  obgeds  of  the  in- 
tended meeting.    The  leaders  of  the  movement  cautiously  kept  th^nsetves  oitf 


4. 
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of  sight  By  some  k  was  donbted  whether  the  meeting  would  take  place  at  ceylok. 
all ;  by  others  it  was  ramoured  that  the  inteotion  of  the  peofde  was  to  enta 
the  town  m  a  very  large  and  threatening  body,  and  to  demand  to  be  allowed  to 
enter  the  ibrt  and  9peMk  to  me  at  Queen's  House  My  own  impres»on  wa^ 
that  nothii^  important  would  take  place,  and  that  the  real  object  of  these  pro- 
ceedings was  literally  to  endeavour  to  intimidate  the  Government  In  order 
that  no  reasonable  precaution  might  be  omitted,  I  addressed  the  enclosed  letter  '6, 

to  the  Grovemment  Agent  of  the  province  two  days  before  the  expected  ' 
meeting,  directing  him  to  intimate  to  all  the  headmen  of  the  villages  and 
pattoos,  that  they  would  be  held  responsible  for  the  orderly  behaviour  of  the 
people. 

18.  On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  I  directed  the  superintendent  of  police 
(Mr.  Macartney)  to  take  the  necessary  precautions  to  prevent  any  disturbance 
of  the  peaces  should  the  people  assemble  outside  the  town  cm  the  following 
day,  and  to  prevent  them  from  entering  the  town  in  large  bodies,  and,  above 

all,  from  entering  the  fort  in  numbers.     Mr.  Macartney's  orders  to  the  police  7. 

are  enclosed. 

19.  On  the  following  morning,  the  26th,  the  people  began  to  pour  in 
towards  the  town  from  the  neighbourhood,  and  even  from  distant  villages^  and 
assembled  at  a  spot  called  Borella  (where  several  roads  meet)  very  near  the 
Wellicadde  Gaol,  about  a  mile  from  the  entrance  to  the  town.     The  enclosed 

report  made  to  me  by  the  superintendent  of  police,  of  the  proceedings  of  the  ^' 

mob  on  that  occasion,  the  attack  upon  the  police,  and  the  sudden  appearance 

of  Mr.  Elliott  in  the  midst  of  them,  who  ultimately  used  his  influence  success- 
fully to  quiet  the  disturbance,  would,  I  think,  be  sufl&cient  to  convince  your 
Lordship  that  the  meeting  was  in  reality  principally  called  together  through 
the  influence  of  Mr.  Elliott  and  his  agents ;  Mr.  Gibson,  the  Government  Agent, 
Morris,  the  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary,  and  Mr.  Morris,  the  civil  engineer, 
were  at  an  early  hour  upon  the  ground*  They  met  the  people  as  they  were 
arriving,  but  were  not  even  listened  to ;  the  mob  showed  an  evident  deter- 
minatioQ  to  force  their  way  into  the  town,  in  spite  of  the  police,  who  were 
stationed  across  the  road ;  indeed,  they  went  straight  up  to  attack  them,  and  a 
severe  conflict  took  place  in  which  Mr.  Macartney  and  many  of  his  men  were 
severely  injured. 

20.  A  report  of  what  was  passing  was  hastily  brought  to  me  in  the  fort,  and 
I  lost  no  time  in  proceeding  to  the  spot  with  the  major-general,  accompanied 
by  a  strong  mititary  force.  I  tiiere  found  Mr.  Elliott  addressing  the  people, 
who  were  still  much  excited ;  but  as  all  violence  appeared  to  have  ceased^  and 
&e  people  shortly  afterwards  began  to  disperse,  I  requested  the  major-general 
after  some  time  to  withdraw  the  tro<^>s. 

21.  The  ostensible  otgect  of  the  meeting  was  to  prepare  a  petition,  and  a 
good  many  signatures  were  obtained,  before  the  crowd  dispersed,  to  a  paper 
previotisly  rc^y  lor  the  occasion,  which  Mr.  Elliott  undertook  to  present 
His  evident  wish  was  to  make  it  appear  that  he  was  only  an  accidental  mover 
in  the  scene;  but  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  he  was  himself  seriously  alarmed 
at  the  time  for  the  cxmsequences  that  might  ensue,  and  I  saw  enough  of  hia 
influence  ammig  the  persons  who  guided  the  people,  to  be  convinced  that  he 
was  in  reality  tibe  nudn^ring  of  the  whole  machinery^  although  many  inferior 
stents  were  also  employed. 

22.  Various  circumstances  have  led  me  to  the  conviction  that  the  original 
object  was  to  intimidate  the  Government,  and  create  disturbance  within  the 
town  itself     The  reports  from  the  police  stationed  within  the  town  go  to 

prove  this  feet     (Mr.  Schokman's  report  to  Mr.  Macartney  is  enclosed.)     The  9. 

police  were  threatened  in  the  pettah,  and  even  assaulted :  people  were  seen  in 

crowds  coming  by  the  Hulfsdorp  entrance,  carrying  a  white  flag,  and  shouting ; 
many  of  the  shops  were  shut,  and  the  peaceable  inhabitants  intimidated.  I 
cannot  doubt,  that  had  not  the  determination  of  the  Government  been  firmly 
manifested  early  in  the  day,  by  the  appearance  of  a  strong  body  of  military,  a 
serious  riot  would  have  occurred,  which  could  not  have  been  quelled  without 
Uoodshed. 

23.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  Mr.  Elliott  came  to  me  at  Queen's 
House,  and  brought  to  me  a  petition,  which  he  said  he  was  deputed  by  the 
people  to  present  to  me.    I  understand  that  the  greater  part  of  the  ^leets  of 
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11. 


12. 


13. 


paper  bearing  signatures  (said  to  be  upwards  of  2000)  were  appended  to  it  at 
his  own  office,  subsequently  to  the  meeting.  It  is  a  striking  fact,  that  his  own 
name  was  not  affixed  to  the  petition,  and  that  only  the  Singhalese  version  of  it 
was  presented ;  so  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  judge  at  the  moment  what 
the  nature  of  the  petition  really  was,  further  than  that  its  prayer  was  stated  to 
be  for  the  suspension  of  certain  Ordinances. 

24.  I  forward  to  your  Lordship  a  literal  translation  of  this  strange  docu- 
ment, and  also  a  copy  of  the  answer  which  I  directed  to  be  returned  to  it  on 
the  following  day.  Had  I  been  aware  that  it  concluded  with  the  expression  of 
a  distinct  determination  not  to  obey  the  new  laws  (thereby  holding  out  a  threat 
to  Government),  I  should  at  once  declined  to  receive  it,  and  should  have  held 
Mr.  Elliott  responsible  for  the  presentation  of  such  a  document.  But  that 
individual  has  shielded  himself  under  the  plea,  that  as  the  petition  was  in 
Singhalese,  he  had  only  an  imperfect  and  general  knowledge  of  its  contents, 
and  that  he  had  not  even  affixed  his  ovm  name  to  it. 

25.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  no  disturbance 
whatever  of  the  public  tranquillity  has  since  taken  place  in  Colombo  or  its 
neighbourhood.  But  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  intended  to  hold  a 
second  meeting  at  Borella  on  or  about  the  30th  ultimo ;  and  the  reports  of  the 

3olice  induce  me  to  believe  that  the  original  intention  of  entering  the  town  in 
arge  bodies  was  to  have  been  persevered  in.  I  therefore  directed  a  notice  to 
3e  issued,  prohibiting  altogether  the  assembling  of  large  l)odies  of  people  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Colombo.  I  also  took  steps  to  prevent  the  carrying  out  of 
any  intention  of  this  kind,  by  posting  a  strong  body  of  police  and  military  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  where  the  meeting  was  to  be  held,  so  as  to  be  in 
readiness  to  act  if  required.  Nothing  further  has  since  occurred  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood calculated  to  disturb  the  public  tranquillity. 

26.  Although  I  have  already  extended  this  Despatch  to,  I  fear,  a  wearisome 
length,  it  appears  to  me  so  important  that  the  whole  subject  of  which  it  treats 
should  be  presented  to  your  Lordship  at  one  view,  that  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
transmit  to  you  other  documents  which  likewise  bear  upon  the  subject  Mr. 
Elliott  and  his  friends  have  still  most  assiduously  made  use  of  the  "  Observer" 
to  endeavour  to  pervert  the  native  mind.  In  his  paper  of  the  3rd  instant,  a 
letter  was  published  bearing  his  own  signature,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
induce  the  people  to  sign  petitions  to  Parliament  for  a  Representative  Assembly 
in  Ceylon — the  last  of  all  places  in  the  world  to  which  it  could  be  made  appli- 
cable. I  am  given  to  imderstand  that  he  has  had  legal  advice  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  that  second  letter,  for  it  is  drawn  up  with  tact  and  caution.  But  it 
has  been  translated  into  Singhalese,  and  widely  circulated  on  separate  slips  of 
paper,  in  order  to  excite  the  people — the  Singhalese  version  being,  as  usual, 
more  exciting  than  the  original.  At  the  same  time,  petitions  have  been  sent 
out  for  signature,  accompanied  by  letters  requesting  that  means  may  be  used  to 
procure  signatures,  which,  I  am  happy  to  say,  have  been  in  many  instances  un- 
successful. 

27.  In  order  to  prove  to  your  Lordship,  from  native  testimony,  that  the 
people  are  not  really  dissatisfied  with  the  new  Ordinances,  and  to  show  what 
efforts  have  been  used  to  make  them  so,  I  transmit,  for  your  perusal,  the  trans- 
lation of  a  Singhalese  letter  addressed  to  one  of  the  highest  native  officers  of 
Government  in  Colombo,  ♦  ♦  #  ♦  ♦ 
*  * — a  district  in  which  it  was  thought  disturbances  would  be  very 
likely  to  occur.  They  distinctly  state  that  the  people  are  not  dissatisfied,  but 
that  petitions  are  sent  to  them  by  Mr.  Elliott,  and  that  various  means  are 
studiously  used  to  pervert  their  minds  and  mislead  their  understandings. 

28.  In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  assure  your  Lordship  that,  while  I  shall 
be  ever  ready  to  support  the  authority  of  Government,  and  cause  the  supremacy 
of  the  law  to  be  maintained,  1  shall  be  equally  ready  to  listen  to  the  well- 
founded  complaints  of  the  people,  and  to  rectify  any  real  hardships  that  may 
exist.  But  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  resist  to  the  utmost  these  insidious 
attempts  to  pervert  the  native  mind,  and  produce  confusion  and  mischief 
throughout  the  country.  I  shall  repel,  with  the  most  vigorous  determination, 
all  the  eflforts  of  the  burgher  community  (a  class  which  I  am  not  aware  are  to 
be  found  elsewhere)  to  make  use  of  the  native  Singhalese  inhabitants  to  pro- 
mote their  own  selfish  purposes;  and  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  throw  around  the 
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inhabitants  of  all  parts  of  the  island  the  rightful  protection  of  the  laws,  and  to        cbywh. 
maintain  the  just  reputation,  as  well  as  the  stability,  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment 

I  haveu  &c 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Endosure  1  in  No.  20.  Bncl.  1  in  No.  20. 

No.  1. 

Literal  Trakslation  of  the  Singhalese  Letter  in  the  "  Observer"  of  the  3rd  July,  1848, 

concerning  the  matter  of  the  New  Taxes. 

We  have  pleasure  in  publishing  a  letter  written  by  an  English  gentleman  who  is  kindly 
disposed  to  men,  without  distinction  of  colour  or  race,  concerning  the  injustice  of  the  new  taxes 
lately  imposed  by  Government.  The  Singhalese  people  should  consider,  that  to  all  persons 
subject  to  the  English  Government  there  is  a  legal  right  of  making  known  their  pleasure  before 
they  expend  their  money  in  paying  taxes.  Therefore,  those  persons  who  say  that  to  Singhalese 
men  there  is  not  understanding  enough  to  establish  in  Ceylon  a  Council  including  natives  to 
represent  the  inhabitants,  should  consider  the  present  constitution  of  the  Council  of  France,  and 
its  results.  Certainly  the  Singhalese  people  are  not  more  unlearned  or  foolish  than  the  greater 
part  of  the  individuals  who  elected  members  for  the  French  Council.  Certainly  the  Sinjjhalese 
men  are  not  more  unlearned  and  foolish  than  the  Tamul  men  of  Pondicherry  belonging  to 
France.  It  is  now  appointed  that  a  Tamul  man  of  that  country  should  represent  the  inhabitants 
in  the  French  Council.  If  the  men  of  this  country  wish  to  be  freed  from  paying  improper 
taxes,  and  other  wrongs,  let  them  request  a  Council  such  that  they  may  be  able  to  discuss  their 
affairs,  not  nominally,  but  in  a  right  manner. 

In  order  to  show  the  wrongs  inflicted  on  the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  and  the  justice  which 
they  should  receive,  we  translate  this  letter  into  Singhalese,  and  publish  it. 

(Signed)  We  the  Persons  who  publish  the  Paper 

called  the  "  Colombo  Observer." 


No.  2. 

"  To  the  Gentlemen  publishing  the  *  Colombo  Observer.' 
'*  Gentlemen, 

*'  By  residing  in  an  out -station,  and  constantly  conversing  with  the  natives  by  privilege, 
I  have  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  great  displeasure  that  is  stirred  up  among  the  inhabitant;^ 
concerning  the  new  taxes  lately  imposed  on  them,  and  also  their  thoughts  and  words  on  the 
subject.  Further,  if  the  Government  dare,  by  forcible  means,  to  collect  these  taxes,  I  can  think 
that  the  displeasure  among  the  inhabitants  will  be  much  more  increased,  and  from  this  many 
serious  consequences  will  follow.  Although  there  are  many  reasons  on  account  of  which  the 
people  should  resist  the  orders  of  Government  appointed  from  time  to  time^  still  up  till  this  time 
they,  without  manifesting  any  opposition,  have  been  obedient.  However,  if  they  should  pay  the 
money  required  for  these  taxes  so  unjust,  and  impossible  to  be  borne,  lately  imposed  by  Govern- 
ment, obediently,  and  sit  quiet  without  opposing  their  whole  power,  the  Singhalese  people  will 
not  only  be  considered  a  race  of  slaves,  obedient  to  everything,  just  or  unjust,  done  by  Govern- 
ment, but  the  world  will  not  regard  them  as  a  race  of  men  of  good  mind,  and  submitting  to 
justice,  and  not  to  injustice  (t.  e,  to  justice  only).  No  person  says  that  it  is  not  right  for  Go- 
vernment to  collect  taxes  for  the  protection  of  the  people,  but  should  not  this  collection  of  taxes 
be  according  to  the  ability  of  the  rich  and  the  poor  inhabitants? 

'*  Many  persons  are  displeased  on  account  of  the  taxes*  collected  from  the  people  of  England, 
and  it  is  not  proper  to  impose  such  taxes  unless  the  Government  be  very  poor ;  however,  we 
cannot  say  that  it  is  altogether  unjust,  since  they  are  collected  according  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  rich  and  the  poor.  In  England  they  are  not  collected  from  hundreds  of  thousands  (lacs) 
of  workmen  and  the  poor.  They  collect  7d.  on  each  1/.  of  the  yearly  income  of  the  rich  only, 
but  according  to  the  taxes  lately  appointed  in  Ceylon,  the  poorest  men  will  have  to  pay  the 
new  tax  of  Ss.  in  1/. 

"  Is  there  a  greater  injustice  than  this  ?  All  persons  know  that  there  are  thousands  of  inha- 
bitants in  this  island  who  do  not  possess  three  or  four  cocoa-nut  trees,  or  the  fourth  or  fifth  part 
of  a  field,  and  who  do  not  recmve  into  their  hands  10s.  a-year.  However,  according  to  the 
new  taxes,  such  people  are  bound  to  pay  7s,  or  8*.  yearly  to  Government.  A  gun  is  a  very 
necessary  thing  for  the  protection  of  their  crops.  By  some  poor  people  the  gun  is  the  only 
valuable  article  possessed.  To  rear  a  dog  is  also  necessary ;  and  for  these,  4s.  must  be  paid, 
together  with  the  6d.  paid  for  writing  the  certificate;  the  gun-tax  is  3s.,  and  for  the  dog  1*.; 
and  again,  3^.  are  collected  yearly  from  each  person  for  making  roads.  If  there  be  more  than 
one  dog,  there  is  another  charge.  In  this  manner  a  poor  person  will  have  to  pay  7s.  or  8^.  to 
Government  This  sum  is  sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  one  person  for  two  months.  If 
otlier  persons  were  to  pay  in  this  manner,  a  European  who  receives  300/.  annually  must  pay 
50/.,  or  two  months*  pay,  for  new  taxes ;  he  who  receives  600/.  must  pay  100/.     An  English 

^  By  this  tax  we  mean  a  portion  of  the  annual  income  of  the  English  people  paid  to  Govemmentl 
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CKYLON.         padre  (ckrgynian)  recemngTOCU.  aHjesr^nniitipay  1162^  and  a  little  more; 

1000/ ,  must  pay  i66/^  and  a  Utt te  laone.    The  genileman»  £nertoa  Teaneot^  Gteot  Sccreia^ 

must  pay  about  500Z.,  and  the  Governor  1500/. 

*'  Some  may  say  thai  7*.  or  Bs,  are  not  sufficient  to  maintain  a  single  man  for  two  mentis, 
but  I  know  very  weR  Ihat  to  the  poor  people  in  the  Galle  and  Jaffna  districts  tUs  sum  is  giute 
sufficient  for  two  months.  Very  well ;  let  us  say  that  7s.  or  Ss.  are  solBcient  fer  flie  expa»B 
of  one  month,  yet^  according  to  this,  what  a  great  and  unbearable  sum  goest*  the  Gommnent 
yearly. 

"  What  European  is  there  who  submits  to  this  payment?  Eren  when  there  is  a  war  rumour, 
or  when  the  Government  is  heavily  poor,  no  TJuropean  will  submit  to  such  an  unjust  pay- 
ment. But  these  taxes  are  imposed  at  a  time  when  not  only  is  there  peace,  but  when  the 
people  should  be  relieved  as  much  as  possible  from  other  heavy  taxes  paid  to  Government. 
What,  then,  is  the  intention  of  the  GcHPernor,  cinoe  be  lays  such  a  heanry  fa^irtbe&ispoii  the  petr, 
and  delivers  the  rich  from  it? 

'*  The  saying  that  the  collection  of  this  tax  is  imposed  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Legis- 
lative and  Executive  Councils  of  this  island  is  not  a  true  saying.  The  Government  istrjing  to 
make  even  those  gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council  not  belongii^  to  Grovenunent  to  agree 
to  anything  that  is  done;  those  gentlemen  of  that  Council  who  are  under  Government  caaBot 
oppose  Government  on  account  of  this.  Though  there  is  a  saying  that  this  matter  is  sanctioned 
(appointed)  by  the  Council,  it  is  not  a  true  saying.  The  Government  of  Ceylon  is  dwng 
injustice,  like  the  Government  of  Russia.  I  see  no  difierence  between  these  two  Governments 
except  in  name.  It  is  now  understood  and  acted  upon  by  the  people  of  many  countries  in  the 
world,  that  when  people  pay  taxes  to  a  Government,  they  must  consider  whether  it  is  a  tax 
that  can  be  borne  by  the  people,  and  t  hat  they  must  have  the  privilege  of  expressing  their  opimoo 
to  Government,  and  also  whether  the  money  raised  by  the  tax  is  vainly  spent,  or  whether  it  • 
spent  to  the  advantage  of  the  people.  Not  long  ago  millions  of  the  people  received  thk  right; 
some  Singhalese  people  who  understood  things  rignt  to  be  done,  expected  that  they  would 
receive  a  part  of  this  right;  but  according  to  circumstances,  it  now  appears  that  in  proportioa as 
other  races  are  delivered  from  injustice^  more  and  more  injustice  is  coming  upon  the  ii^abtt^ts 
of  this  country.  Now  I  say,  is  it  proper  that  the  Singhalese  people  should  submit  to  sueh 
severe  injustice  ?  Will  they  be  so  ?  it  is  altogether  improper  to  submit.  I  hope  they  will  not 
sit  so.  I  think  the  Singhalese  people  will  show  that  they  are  not  a  race  of  slaves,  without  doing 
(not  doing)  such  severe  things  as  Europeans  lately  did  in  order  to  be  delivered  from  injustice. 
Justice  will  be  done  to  them  if  the  reasons  against  injustice  are  rightly  expressed  by  petitions 
to  the  great  Legislative  Council  called  the  Parliantent  of  England.  I  think  the  Singhalese  people 
know  this,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  believe  it.  Petitions  should  be  written,  and  sent  to 
different  districts  of  the  iskud,  and  signed  by  all  coRectiTely.  Let  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ceylon 
demand  of  the  English  Government  to  be  delivered  from  injustice^  and  to  have  juftioe  dofDc. 

''  Gentlemen  who  print  newspapers,  I  request  you  will  publish  to  the  Singhalese  under  the 
jf>ayment  of  taxes  like  a  burthen,  that  the  Government  is  doing  injustice,  and  that  you  will 
inform  the  people  of  high  office  that  injustice,  as  a  devil  (or  the  denoon  of  injustice)  <]rivea  from 
the  place  where  he  formerly  was,  will  not  be  permitted  to  come  and  live  in  this  island.  If  you 
do  80,  the  Singhalese  people  are  not  an  ungrateful  race. 

*'  I  am, 

^'  An  Englishman/' 
True  copy  of  the  translation, 

W.  W.  Bernajuj, 


End.  3  in  No.  20.  Enclosure  3  in  No.  20. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Viscount  Torrington,  the  Governor,  and  to  the  Members  of  the 

Legislative  Council  of  this  IslatKl. 

The  Humble  Memorial  of  the  undersigned  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  (Colombo, 

Showeth — 

That  they  beg  leave  to  represent  to  you  the  extreme  hardship  which  they  are  compelled 
to  undergo  with  respect  to  the  new  system  of  taxation  which  the  Govermnent  have  of  late 
imposed  upon  the  people.  In  addition  to  the  former  taxes,  which,  independently  of  any  others, 
they  were  accustomed  to  deem  enormous  enough,  they  are  now  compelled  to  pay  a  tax  upon 
,  their  guns,  upon  their  dogs,  and,  lastly,  upon  their  shops  and  boutiques.  It  is  well  known  to 
the  Government  Agent  that,  in  consequence  of  the  poverty  of  some,  he  is  obliged  to  drag  away 
the  last  remnants  of  a  poor  roan's  furniture,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  claim  of  the  Government 
Now  that  the  tax  upon  shops  and  boutiques  has  come  into  operation,  and  in  the  apprehension  of 
the  Poll  Tax,  which  it  is  intended  to  impose  upon  the  people  hereafter,  they  feel  themselves 
utterly  at  a  loss  to  satisfy  the  Government,  however  strong  their  inclination  may  be  so 
to  do. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  memorialists  beg  of  you  to  reconsider  the  matter;  and 
that  the  operation  of  the  Ordinance  be  stayed  for  the  present,  and  for  such  other  relief  the 
petitioners  shall  ever  pray. 

Signed  in  native  diaracters. 
True  Copy  of  translation, 

W.  W.  Bernard. 
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EndosttUB  4  in  No.  20. 

r  hm  Exoelleaej^  the  Govbrvoa  to  a  Petkion  from  the  Tcaders  «f  Colombo. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  having  taken  into  consideration  the  petition  presented 
t^  him  ai  Quern's  House  by  a  deputation  of  the  traders  of  Colombo  on  Saturday  the  15th 
instant,  has  been  pleased  to  direct  that  the  folldwing  answer  be  returned  to  the  parties  who 
signed  that  petition. 

The  object  of  the  Ordinance  No.  5  of  the  present  year  was  to  obtain  from  the  established 
traders  of  the  larger  towns  of  Colombo,  Golle,  wad  Kandy,  the  contribution  of  such  a  moderate 
sum  annually  as  the  profits  of  their  business  appeared  likely  to  enable  them  to  pay  without 
any  hardship  or  injustice.  It  is  well  knovn  to  all  the  petitioners  that  a  profitable  business 
is  anoed  on  by  a  numerous  class  of^store  and  boutique  keepers,  who  contribute  little  or 
nothing  towards  the  public  resources  either  for  purposes  of  local  improvement  or  for  the  genera! 
objects  of  Grovemment.  It  is  true  that  the  Assessment  Tax  on  houses  is  levied  directly  upon 
the  annual  value  of  all  the  houses  in  certain  towns  for  purposes  of  police,  &c.,  whether  those 
houses  are  occupied  by  private  individuals  or  by  merchants  and  traders ;  but  the  object  of  the 
present  Ordinance  is  to  levy  a  certain  fixed  sum  of  moderate  amount  upon  all  those  trades 
which  are  carried  on  with  profit  and  advantage  by  parties  who  contribute  in  other  respects 
little  to  the  public  burthens.  This  sum  has  been  fixed  at  1/.  a-year,  because  it  is  well  known 
that  the  traders  in  general  are  able  to  pay  it,  and  a  great  many  of  the  petitioners  coukl  well 
aflbrd  even  to  pay  much  more  out  of  the  profits  of  their  businesses ;  it  is^  in  fact,  equivalent 
to  the  addition  of  1/.  a-year  to  the  rental  of  their  shops.  And  in  order  to  prevent  unnecessary 
hardship  being  felt  by  the  sn)aller  class  of  dealers,  whose  profits  are  trifling,  the  Government 
has  exempted  from  the  payment  of  it  all  those  traders  who  occupy,  for  tlie  purposes  of  their 
business,  shops  or  boutiques  of  a  smaller  yearly  value  or  rental  than  5/. 

It  was  far  from  being  the  object  of  tne  Governor  and  Council  that  the  Ordinance  should 
press  hardly  upon  the  smaller  class  of  dealers  and  traders ;  and  as  in  the  operation  of  every 
Ordinance  particular  cases  must  arise  which  call  for  special  consideration  and  leniency,  so  with 
respect  to  this  Ordinance  also  his  Excellency  is  assured  that  the  Government  Agent  will 
inquire  into,  and  treat  with  moderation  and  fairness,  all  cases  of  this  kind  which  may  arise. 

His  Excellency  has  remarked  that  the  draft  of  the  Ordinance  was  long  before  the  public 
previous  to  its  adoption  by  the  Council,  and  that  ample  opportunity  was  given  to  the  traders 
to  make  known  to  the  Government  any  well-founded  objections  to  it  before  it  was  brought  into 
operation. 

His  Excellency  is  unable  to  perceive  any  suBScient  grounds  for  suspending  the  operation  of 
this  Ordinance,  and  is  rather  disposed  to  believe  that  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  i  twill 
ultimately  be  felt  by  most  of  those  who  are  now  averse  to  it  at  iu  first  introduction. 

His  Excellency  will,  at  all  times,  feel  pleasure  in  listening  to  any  representations  properly 
addresKd  to  him  on  the  part  of  the  people,  but  regrets  that,  in  this  instance,  it  is  out  of  his 
power  to  accede  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

By  his  Excellency's  command, 
(Signed)        W.  Morris,  Acting  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary. 
ColcmJbo,  July  17,  1848. 


BncL  4  in  No.  20. 


Enclosure  5  in  No.  20.  End.  5  in  No.  20, 

(Literal  Translation,)  Notice. 

Hfs  ExoeUency  the  Governor  has,  for  the  pnesent,  enacted  several  tones  to  be  levied 
from  d!ie  inhabitants  of  this  island,  viz. : — 

Upon  fire-«rms,  dogs,  men,  boats,  and  boutiques* 

And^  in  addition  to  this,  it  is  also  enacted  to  levy,  in  a  few  months  more,  a  tax  upon  tree?, 
lands,  cattle,  and  all  useful  quadrupeds. 

We,  the  inhabitants  of  several  villages,  have  consulted  and  agreed  upon  to  present  a  petition 
about  the  matter. 

It  is  therefore  kindly  requested,  that  the  inhabitants  (both  mat  and  small)  of  all  the  villages 
will  assemble  at  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday  the  26th  instant,  prepared  for 
the  same. 


Enclosure  6  in  No.  20.  End.  6  in  No.  20. 

Sib,  Colombo,  24th  July,  1848. 

InFORMATJON  having  been  received  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  that  a  large 
number  of  inhabitants  of  the  corles  and  pattoos  in  the  neighbourhood  have  it  in  contemplation 
to  assemble  at  Colombo  on  the  26th  instant^  under  pretence  of  petitioning  the  Governor  on  the 
subject  of  the  recent  legislative  enactments,  and  as  it  is  possible  that  such  assemblage  may 
lead  to  breaches  of  the  peace,  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  to  request  that  you  will  intimate 
to  the  headmen  of  the  corles,  pattoos,  and  villages,  that  he  will  hold  them  responsible  for  the 
conduct  of  the  people  over  whom  they  preside ;  his  Excellency  being  satisfied  that,  were  they 
possessed  of  proper  influence,  and  had  exerted  it  to  explain  away  anv  misconceptions  on  the 
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CBYLON>         part  of  the  inhabitants  as  to  the  intention  of  Government  in  legislating  for  them,  and  at  the 
"-~  same  time  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  false  reports,  the  people  would  not  have 

beenr  under  any  misapprehension  as  to  the  nature  of  the  Ordinances,  and  consequently  such  a 
demonstration  as  that  now  contemplated  would  never  have  been  devised. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        W.  Morris,  Acting  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary. 
The  Government  Agent,  Colombo. 


SncL  7  io  No.  20.  Enclosure  7  in  No.  20. 

Sir,  Colpetty,  July  25,  1848. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  order  two  inspectors  and  40  men  to  me  to-morrow  morning  at 
6  o*clock  at  Wale  Kadie,  let  five  be  in  native  dress ;  you  will  remain  in  Pettah  Station  with 
20  men  ready  to  turn  out  at  a  moment's  notice  should  circumstances  require  it.  Place  three 
steady  men  at  each  of  the  entrances  into  the  fort,  not  to  let  any  person  pass  in  except  those  on 
their  lawful  business ;  they  will  receive  every  assistance  from  the  military  guard  they  may 
require.  Send  ten  men  to  the  Bridge  of  Boats,  and  should  there  be  any  appearance  of  a  mob 
coming  into  town,  let  it  be  forthwith  communicated  to  the  Pettah  Station,  when  you  will  take 
means  to  prevent  their  entering,  and  give  the  earliest  intimation  to  me  and  the  authorities  in 
the  fort.  Have  men  placed  in  native  dress  through  the  town  to  collect  all  the  information 
they  can,  and  let  them  report  personally  every  hour  at  the  Pettah  Station ;  also  let  them 
remark  particularly  those  that  take  a  leading  part  in  the  proceedings.  Have  all  the  force 
available  for  duty,  and  see  that  all  orders  are  properly  explained  to  the  men  and  clearly 
understood  by  them.  Should  the  assemblage  be  disposed  to  presevere  in  entering  tlie  fort, 
have  it  distinctly  understood  that  his  Excellency  will  receive  any  petition  that  is  properly  pre- 
sented, but  that  he  will  not  allow  a  mob  to  enter  the  town  under  any  circumstances ;  and  I  am 
satisfied,  if  this  is  properly  explained  to  the  people,  they  will  not  persist  in  a  course  that  must 
prove  disastrous  to  themselves. 

I  am,  &c., 
(Signed)  Wm.  Macartnet, 

Superintendent  of  Police, 
Mr.  De  la  Harpe,  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Police. 


End.  8  in  No.  20.  Enclosure  8  in  No.  20. 

Police  Office,  Colombo,  5  o'clock,  p.m.. 
My  Lord,  July  26,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  your  Excellency's  directions,  I  have  the  honour  to  state,  that  I 
have  taken  every  precaution  in  my  power  to  preserve  the  peace  of  this  town,  which  was  likely 
to  be  disturbed  in  consequence  of  large  bodies  of  people  being  called  together,  by  notice,  to 
proceed  in  a  multitude  to  your  Excellency  (as  was  stated)  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  a 
petition.  I  beg  to  attach  a  copy  of  the  orders  I  issued  last  night  to  the  police  force  under  my 
command,  and  trust  the  arrangements  I  have  made  may  meet  your  Lordshipr's  approval.  At 
6  o*clock  this  morning  I  met  the  force  at  Mr.  Norris's,  Wellicadde,  which  consisted  of  two 
inspectors  and  40  men,  and  was  soon  after  joined  by  Mr.  Morris,  Assistant  Colonial  Secretaiy, 
and  Mr.  Gibson,  Government  A^ent,  who  having  heard  that  a  number  of  persons  had  assem- 
bled at  Cottah  Bridge,  proceeded  to  meet  them ;  thqr  shortly  after  returned  and  informed  me 
that  about  700  men  were  coming  up  to  us,  and  that  Mr.  Gibson  meant  to  address  them,  and 
as  he  stated  many  of  them  were  drunk  and  disorderly,  I  drew  up  my  men  in  line  at  a  short 
distance  from  where  Mr.  Gibson  was;  this  was  about  11  o'clock.  Immediately,  on  the  mob 
coming  in,  they  marched  down  to  my  men,  and  endeavoured  to  force  through  their  ranks.  I 
was  instantly  struck,  and  a  simultaneous  attack  made  on  my  men ;  we  succeeded  in  beating 
back  the  assailants  a  short  distance,  but  their  numbers  being  so  great  and  my  men  having 
become  scattered,  we  were  unable  to  maintain  our  ground,  and  I  had  much  difficulty  in  getting 
them  together  again,  some  of  them  having  been  carried  off  by  the  mob ;  but  after  some  hard 
fighting,  we  succeeded  in  retaking  them.  We  all  received  many  severe  blows,  and  I  beg  to 
submit  to  your  Excellency's  notice  the  names  of  those  men  whose  conduct  on  the  occasion 
merits  attention.  I  have  also  to  state  that  Mr.  Morris,*  Mr.  Gibson,+  and  Mr.  Norri.s,;j:  at 
much  personal  risk,  mixed  with  the  people,  and  by  their  influence  and  assistance,  ai  ed  by 
many  native  headmen,  burghers  and  natives,  saved  us  from  being  severely  injured. 

Shortly  after  the  conflict  ended.  Dr.  Elliott,  editor  of  the  ''Observer  '  newspaper,  arrived, 
and  immediately,  on  his  raising  his  hand  and  calling  on  the  peopb.  al  b.  came  still,  and  the 
mob,  from  using  the  most  fearful  imprecations  and  yelling,  flockAi  round  him,  and  were  per- 
fectly silent.  He  then  addressed  them  at  considerable  lengin,  and  they  listened  with  much 
attention  until  your  Excellency  arrived  with  troops.  Some  time  after  they  dispersed,  and  all 
is  now  tranquil. 

I  beg  to  attach  reports  I  have  received  of  what  occurred  in  the  town  during  our  absence, 

•  Acting  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary.  t  Government  Agent,  Colombo. 

I  Civil  Engineer. 
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which  clearly  shows  the  riotous  intention  of  the  whole  party,  and  had  not  the  necessary  pre-         CBTLON, 
caution  been  observed,  I  feel  convinced  the  result  would  nave  been  most  serious.     I  found  that  ""^ 

six  men  were  taken  into  custody  in  the  Pettah^  who  were  disturbing  the  town,  but  as  your 
Excellency  was  anxious  to  deal  leniently  with  them,  I  have  discharged  them,  first  taking  their 
names  and  places  of  residence,  and  Dr.  Elliott  becoming  answerable  for  their  good  behaviour 
and  appearance  whenever  they  may  be  required. 

I  fear  that  emissaries  are  working  amongst  the  people,  urging  them  to  make  public  demon- 
strations, and  large  numbers  are  made  drunk  before  brought  to  the  place  of  meeting ;  and 
from  what  I  have  this  day  experienced,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating,  that  if  such  meetings 
are  allowed  to  continue,  they  will  lead  to  disastrous  results. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  Wm.  Macartney, 

Superintendent  of  Police. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscount  Torrington, 
Governor  of  Ceylon, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  9  in  No.  20-  Encl.  9  in  No.  20. 

Sir,  Police  OflBce,  Colombo,  July  26,  1848. 

I  BEG  leave  to  report  to  you,  that  about  11  o'clock  this  morning  it  was  reported  to  me 
that  the  Serjeants  and  constables  stationed  at  Grandpass,  having  seen  a  large  mob  coming 
from  the  Bridge  of  Boats,  requested  them  in  a  mild  manner  not  to  rush  through  in  such  a 
number,  when  one  of  the  eang  desired  the  rest  to  assault  the  police,  and  take  their  course 
through  them ;  upon  this  me  man  who  gave  the  order  was  taken  into  custody,  when  the  rest 
of  the  assemblage  dispersed. 

At  about  half-past  2,  p.m.,  the  serjeant  at  Kayman's  Gate,  having  seen  a  crowd  of  people 
coming  towards  Pettah  through  Hulfsdorp  canying  a  white  flag,  and  crying  out  ''  Hurra!  *' 
he  appreached  near,  and  requested  them  not  to  enter  the  town  in  such  a  mob  and  make  a 
noise  in  the  street,  but  to  return  quietly  to  their  houses  without  disturbing  the  public  peace, 
(as  the  shops,  botiques,  and  other  dwelling-houses  were  shut  up  at  this  time),  but  they  having 

Persisted  to  do  so,  and  walk  on  in  all  directions  they  pleased^  the  principal  leader  (as  appeared 
y  the  mob)  was  seized  and  was  taken  towards  the  station,  when  the  whole  of  the  mob,  con- 
sbting  of  the  villagers  and  others  exceeding  200  men,  chased  after  him  as  far  as  the  third 
Cross-street,  and  there  four  of  the  gang  attempted  by  force  to  rescue  the  man  taken  into  cus- 
tody, when  he  having  received  immediate  assistance  from  myself  and  a  few  men  who  were  in 
the  station,  as  well  as  from  Mr.  John  Babot  and  Frank  Schubert,  secured  the  man  taken  into 
custody,  as  also  the  other  four  men  above  alluded  to,  and  brought  them  to  the  station-house ; 
soon  after  this  a  body  of  men  wese  coming  up  to  the  station,  speaking  on  their  way  that  they 
must  take  away  the  men  in  custody  by  force;  but  after  they  arrived  opposite  the  station  they 
were  desired  by  me  to  keep  themselves  quiet  and  keep  off  the  crowd  from  near  the  station  until 
the  arrival  of  the  Superintendent  of  Police,  when  everything  could  be  settled ;  upon  this  a  part 
of  the  crowd  dispersed,  while  the  other  part  remained  until  your  arrival. 

1  am.  Sec., 
(Signed)  J.  W.  Schokman. 

W.  Macartney,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  Police. 


Enclosure  10  in  No.  20.  End.  10  in  No.  20. 

Literal  Translation  of  a  Petition  addressed  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  Representa- 
tive of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  England,  by  the  undersignecl  Inhabitants  of  Ceylon,  who 
are  assembled  in  this  place. 

From  the  Dutch  time  up  to  the  present  proper  taxes  were  levied  on  the  people.  But  we, 
the  poor  inhabitants,  are  much  alarmed  and  fear,  like  that  which  a  man  feels  at  approaching 
death,  has  seized  upon  us  on  account  of  the  new  taxes  recently  imposed  on  us  by  your  Excel- 
lency, since  the  Ordinances  imposing  these  taxes  on  us  have  been  promulgated  amongst  us  by 
the  different  headmen  of  Corles  and  Fattoos. 

There  were  formerly  two  Governors,  by  name  Sir  Robert  Brownrigg  and  Sir  Edward 
Barnes,  who  did  us  much  good  in  times  of  famines,  &c.,  and  levied  such  taxes  on  the  people 
as  could  be  borne  by  them. 

In  those  times  there  was  a  king  in  Kandy  for  the  up-country  people,  who,  when  ho 
oppressed  the  people  by  all  sorts  of  injustice,  was  taken  and  given  up  to  the  English  Govern- 
meiit,  in  which  the  low-oountry  people  neartily  joined  the  up-country  people. 

Moreover,^  we  have  before  petitioned  your  Excellency,  representing  to  you  our  extrenio 
poverty  and  inability  to  My  these  taxes,  but  have  not  been  favoured  with  a  reply. 

We  have  learnt  from  European  gentlemen  that  such  heavy  taxes  are  laid  on  the  people  in 
England  only  in  great  state  emergencies  and  in  times  of  war,  and  that,  too,  from  rich  people, 
and  those  who  are  in  the  receipt  of  pay.  We  have  also  heard  that  in  Prance  and  in  the 
countries  of  the  Tamils  people  would  never  submit  to  sudi  taxation. 

Some  people  in  this  country  have  not  for  their  subsistence  more  than  a-half  or  one*third  of  a 
rocoa-nut  tree,  or  ground  to  the  extent  of  a  seer  of  paddy  sowing. 
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CBTLOn.  Some  people  maintaiti  ihemsetvei  hf  earrjms  burdem  and  by  agiicultaivt^  but  what  ibey 

^"^  earn  by  these  means  is  barely  stiff eient  to  mee€  me  <Iefiiaficiii^  of  lif^    These  ft^  can  be  aseer- 

tained  if  inquiry  be  made  from  the  hieadmen  aad  from  the  eoorto  of  juttioe^ 

Tliese  orders  of  your  llkeeHency  to  pay*  new  taxes  have  been  promwtgatod  amongst  ua  by 
the  headmen. 

But  we  pray,  merciful  Lord,  that  your  Exoollniey  may  be  pleased  to  fake  our  ex^eme 
poverty  into  consideration,  and  relieTe  us  from  diese  mm  taxes* 

But  if  your  Excellency  wiK  net  mereiftilty  give  us  a  faiFOunble  reply,  wc  certainly  w3I  iwl 
obey  any  of  these  new  laws. 

Presented  by  C.  Elliott,  Esq.,  at  Queen's  House,  together  with  a  mmlber  of  dteets  of  paper 
bearing  signatures,  but  Mr.  Elliotfs  signature  was  not  among  them. 
True  copy  of  the  original  translation  from  the  Singhalese, 
W.  W.  Bernard. 


End.  11  in  No.  20.  Enclosure  1 1  in  No.  20. 

His  Excellency  the  Right  Hon.  the  Governor  is  pleased  to  direct  that  the  following 
letter  addressed  to  C.  Elliott  Esq.,  in  reply  to  a  petition  presented  by  him  to  his  Excellency 
from  certain  native  inhabitants  of  Ceyloft,  be  published  for  general  information. 

By  his  Excellences  Command, 
W.  Morris, 
Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  Acting  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary. 

Colombo,  July  27,  1848: 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 
Sir,  Cdombe,.  July  27,  1S48. 

I  AM  directed  by  his  Excellency  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  petition  presented  by 
you  to  him  yesterday,  and  purporting  to  be  signed  by  a  numerous  body  of  natives,  praying 
that  certain  Ordinances,  passed  during  the  last  session  of  the  Legislative  Council  may  not  be 
enforced,  inasmuch  as  the  people  are  poor  and  unable  to  pay  the  taxes  imposed  by  them. 

His  Excellency  directs  me  to  inform  you,  that  he  can  perceive  no  sound  or  just  grounds  put 
forward  for  the  remission  of  those  taxes,  which  are  in  lieu  of  others  that  pressed  neavily  and 
unduly  on  the  people,  and  were  a  hindrance  to  the  growing  prosperity  of  the  colony. 

His  Sxcellency  likewise  desires  me  to  intimate  to  you,  that  whilst  he  is  most  ready  and 
willing  to  Usten  to  any  just  and  reasonable  complaints,  and  which  it  would  be  his  duty  ta 
redress,  he  regrets  to  have  observed  that  reports  were  lately  circulated  through  the  country 
caloulated  to  mislead  and  disturb  the  minds  of  a  people  hitherto  quiet  and  orderly^  by  mis- 
representing the  views,  the  wishes,  and  the  intentions  of  Government. 

The  measures  passed  unanimously  by  the  Legislative  Council  have  been  well  and  fully  con- 
sidered, and  wherever  they  have  been  properly  explained  to  the  people  they  have  been  received 
with  satisfaction.  I  am  further  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  state,  that  whilst  he  cannot 
accede  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  he  trusts  and  believes  that  the  assistance  of  the  respect- 
able and  well  disposed  persons  in  the  colony  will  be  exerted,  not  only  to  put  aside  the  mistaken 
reports  that  have  gone  about  the  country,  but  to  point  out  to  the  people  that  Government,  in  all 
its  acts,  has  an  ardent  desire  for  their  prosperity  and  welfare. 

I  am  further  directed  to  inform  you,  that  the  language  contained  in  the  concluding 
paragraph  of  the  petition  is  of  so  reprehensible  and  criminal  a  nature,  that  but  for  the  con- 
viction that  some  of  those  who  were  induced  to  sign  it  were  entirely  ignorant  of  its  purport, 
his  Lordship  would  have  declined  receiving  or  entering  into  the  matter  contained  in  the 
petition. 

I  have,  &c., 

W.  MORKIS, 

C.  Elliott,  Esq.  Acting  Assistant  Cokmial  Secretary. 


End.  12  in  No.  20.  Enclosure  1*2  in  No.  20. 

Notice. 
Information  having  been  received  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  interior,  and  of  some  rf 
the  Korles  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Colombo,  are  under  the  advice  and  encouragement  of  ill- 
disposed  persons  assembling  in  large  numbers,  under  pretence  of  presenting  petitions  to  the 
Governor: — Notice  is  hereby  given  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  although  willing  at  all 
times  to  receive  and  consider  petitions  from  any  of  the  inhabitants,  if  presented  in  a  proper 
manner,  will  not  allow  large  assemblages  of  the  people  for  this  purpose,  and  he  will  take 
strong  measures  to  prevent  meetings  of  this  nature,  which  can  tend  only  to  cause  breaches  of  the 
peace. 

By  his  Excellency's  Command, 

(Signed)  W.  Morits, 

Colonial  Secretary*8  Office,  Acting  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary. 

Colombo,  J^ly  28,  1848. 
W.  W.  B. 
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Endosufe  l3  m  No.  20. 
TmawgtCTBOw  of  a  SssamhUESE  Irsrrs&  addivMed  \^  the  Ifaha  Meolkr. 

^Hie  people  of  Saffragam  hare  been  acquainted  wiA  the  (fisturbunces  at  Kandyt  Oifiith, 
Se¥€R  Kones,  Malelle,  Coloorbe,  &e.«  Aoat  the  new  taxes^  by  meanB  of  the  newapaipen,  and 
the  aceimiitB  given  by  persons  returaiog  from  those  places. 

The  pec^ple  here  have  no  objection  matever  against  the  gun  lax ;  already  about  tkFee-ibunh 
of  the  guns  in  this  district  have  been  registered,  the  remainder  are  in  the  course  of  being  done 
so ;  but  for  the  delay  in  registering  all  the  guns  in  SafTragam  would  have  been  registered  by 
this  time.  Some  foolish  inhabitants  of  SafTragam  (about  one-half)  were  much  dissatisfied  with 
the  road  tax,  and  were  grumbling  at  it,  when  tbe  intelligence  came  that  peof^  m  other  parts 
of  the  island,  such  as  Colombo,  Kandy,  Croah,  Seven  Corks,  &c.  &c.,  were  coorptaining 
•gainst  them,  and  were  refusing  to  pay  the  same,  and  a  petition  was  recerved  here  from  a  gen* 
tlanan  in  Colombo  for  the  signatures  of  the  people  against  the  new  taxes,  and  «diich  petition 
«as  to  be  sent  to  England.  Feople  who  came  to  the  Cutcherry  to  register  dieir  guns,  and 
others  frequenting  the  Courts,  &c.,  were  requested  to  sign  this ;  but  we  having  heard  of  this, 
put  a  stop  to  it.  The  petition  referred  to  was  sent  to  Mr.  G.  A.  Vanheyk,  of  Katnapoora,  to 
collect  signatures. 

Besides,  the  publications  in  tbe  "  Observer"  newspaper  are  communicated  to  the  people  with 
exaggerations  by  the  officers  in  the  Cutcherry  and  Court,  and  by  these  means  the  ignorant 
people  in  Saffragam  are  excited  and  dissatisfied.  We  endeavour  to  impress  upon  the  minds 
of  the  people  a  proper  sense  of  the  benefits  received  by  them  from  tbe  iEnglish  Grovernment, 
and  that  the  Government  always  seeks  the  welfare  of  the  people  in  general.  But  it  is  very 
difficult  to  persuade  some  of  the  ignorant  people  notwithstanding  our  best  efforts.  The  prin- 
cipal reason  why  we  cannot  satisfy  the  people  is  the  existence  of  the  '^Observei^*  newspaper. 
For,  if  these  are  mere  idle  reports  among  the  people,  we  can  tell  them  these  reports  are  false, 
that  the  people  ought  not  to  disturb  their  minds,  &c. ;  but  as  soon  as  Dr.  Elliott's  newspaper 
is  received  here  the  contents  are  instantly  communicated  to  the  people,  with  a  great  deal  of 
exaggerations  and  additions,  by  the  officers  of  the  Cutcherry  and  the  Courts  and  tbe  minds  of 
the  ignorant  Singhalese  people  are  thus  disturbed  and  deluded.  They  say  such  and  such  a 
despatch  is  received  in  the  Cutcherry,  &c.,  and  magnify  a  little  thing  into  a  very  great  affair. 
But  we  endeavour  to  prevent  any  disturbances  in  Saffragam,  and  to  keep  the  people  quiet. 
The  people  of  Saffragam  have  always  been  more  loyal  to  the  noble  EngK^  Government  tban 
the  people  of  any  other  Dessavonies  and  Rattes.  As  the  people  of  Stfffrasam  captm^  the 
^Singhalese  king,  the  people  of  Owah,  Wellasse,  Bintenne,  Wallapanne,  &c.  bate  tlMn.  Tfaa 
Ordinances  of  Grovemment  are  enacted  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  pec^e,  and  when  they  are 
properly  understood  no  person  can  complain  of  or  be  dissatisfied  with  tbem.  Again,  is  it  not 
a  very  great  act  of  kindness  on  the  part  of  the  Government  that  so  much  money  is  spent  in  the 
administration  of  justice  in  criminal  matter  by  the  Supreme  Court,  and  in  vaccinating  the 
people  ? 

But  we  think  that  Dr.  Elliott's  newspaper  is  the  principal  cause  in  producing  these  com- 
motions in  the  country.  It  will  therefore  be  a  very  good  thing  if  this  p»er  could  be  sup- 
pressed. Mr.  Vanheyk  has  given  it  to  be  understood  that  the  petition  which  he  circulated  for 
signature  in  Saffragam  was  sent  to  him  by  Dr.  Elliott  If  the  Government  does  not  like  to 
suppress  the  paper^  at  least  the  officers  in  the  Courts  and  Cutcherries  should  be  required  not 
to  divulge  its  contents  to  the  people. 

But  notwithstanding  all  this  the  people  of  Saffragam  are  still  most  loyal  to  the  English 
Government^  and  you  can  assure  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  that  it  shall  be  our  endea- 
vour to  maintain  and  cherish  this  spirit  of  loyalty  by  all  means  in  our  power.  Let  not  the 
Governnsent  doubt  of  our  loyalty.  Indeed  the  people  of  many  of  the  other  Rattes  bate  us  for 
o«r  well-known  adherence  to  the  English  Giovernnient*  These  are  sentim^its  of  the  people  of 
Saffragam  and  Batnapoora.     This  is  the  exact  tratiu 

July  31,  1848. 

(A  true  copy.) 

W.  W.  Bernabd. 


End  IS  in  No.  20. 


(No.  142.)  No.  21.  j^^,j 

Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Visconnt  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo, 
August  10,  1848. 

My  Lord,  {Received  September  25,  1848.)     Answered  Oct  24, 

1.  Some  days  before  the  departure  of  the  last  mail,  Sir  Emerson  Tennent  339.^'  ^^*  ^®^'  ^' 
undertook,  at  my  request,  to  make  a  journey  of  two  or  three  weeks  through 
some  of  the  less  frequented  parts  of  the  interior,  with  the  object  of  ascertaining 
the  real  feeling  of  the  people  generally,  and  of  listening  to  their  complaints,  if 
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CBYLON.        they  had  any  important  ones  to  urge,  or  of  profiting  by  their  suggestions,  if 
they  had  any  useful  ones  to  make  for  the  improvement  of  their  districts. 
No.  126,  July  9.  2.  As  before  remarked  in  my  Despatches,  noted  in  the  margin,  he  arrived  in 

No.  131,  July  12.  Kandy  just  in  time  to  take  an  active  part  in  pacifying  the  minds  of  the  people 
subsequently  to  the  riotous  meetings  which  took  place  upon  the  6th  lutimo ; 
and  having  successfully  disabused  them  of  many  of  the  errors  and  prejudices 
with  which  they  had  been  imbued,  he  proceeded  to  the  northward  through  the 
district  of  M atelle,  then  passed  through  Dambool,  an  important  station  on  the 
high  road  to  Trincomalie,  and  assembled  the  villagers  far  and  near,  in  order 
that  they  might  listen  to  the  explanations  he  had  to  give,  and  might  themselves 
be  heard  with  regard  to  any  complaints  they  had  to  make. 

3.  He  extended  his  journey  to  the  eastward  as  far  as  Minery  (where  are  the 
ruins  of  one  of  the  most  important  ancient  tanks),  and  the  people  flocked  around 
him  from  all  directions,  both  to  do  him  honour  and  to  welcome  his  presence 
amongst  them,  as  well  as  to  have  their  minds  instructed  as  to  the  real  objects  of 
the  Government. 

4.  He  proceeded  as  far  north  as  Anaradjapoora,  the  site  of  the  ancient  capital 
of  Ceylon,  thence  to  the  eastward  to  Aripoo,  returning  by  thee  oast  to  Colombo 
just  in  time  to  render  me  assistance  in  the  present  difficult  crisis  of  our  afiairs, 
the  worst  part  of  which  has  now,  I  trust,  happily  passed  over. 

5.  I  have  now  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  accompanying 
narrative  of  his  journey,  which  he  has  addressed  to  me,  and  which  contains  an 
interesting  account  of  his  reception  of  the  various  deputations  that  waited  upon 
him,  together  with  the  expression  of  his  own  views,  founded  upon  personal 
observation  of  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  the  people  in  the  districts  through 
which  he  passed,  the  abuses  of  the  petty  local  authorities,  and  other  remarks 
upon  the  general  condition  of  the  inhabitants. 

6.  Sir  Emerson  Tennent  has  omitted  no  opportunity  of  rendering  me  every 
assistance  in  his  power  for  the  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  my  Government ; 
he  has  at  all  times  been  ready  to  forego  his  own  comfort  and  convenience  for 
the  promotion  of  that  object,  and  I  have  every  confidence  that  the  result  of  his 
recent  journey  among  the  people  will  be  alike  beneficial  to  those  whose  interests 
are  most  involved,  and  to  the  Government,  whose  anxiety  for  their  welfare  will 
have  been  more  thoroughly  demonstrated. 

I  have*  &^c. 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


End.  in  No.  21.  Enclosure  in  No.  21. 

Elie  House,  Colombo, 
My  Lord,  August  4, 1848. 

Having  returned  from  my  journey  through  the  central  and  northern  provinces  of  the 
colony,  it  is  now  my  duty  to  report  to  your  Excellency  the  information  which  it  was  my  object 
to  collect,  as  to  the  state  of  public  feeling  in  those  provinces,  and  more  especially  on  the 
subject  of  the  recent  Ordinances  and  their  reception  by  the  people. 

1.  Before  leaving  Kandy  I  acquainted  your  Lordship  with  my  interview  with  a  number  of 
influential  landholders  from  the  surrounding  Korles ;  this  meeting  I  held  without  the  presence 
of  the  chiefs  or  headmen,  as  I  had  not  failed  to  observe  that  at  the  previous  meeting  at  the 
Pavilion  on  the  8th  July*  though  the  people  attended  in  great  numbers,  they  were  evidently 
more  or  less  embarrassed  in  the  presence  of  their  chiefs ;  and  whilst  the  latter  were  ihe  prin- 
cipal spokesmen,  the  great  body  of  the  natives  appeared  to  shrink  from  asking  for  those 
explanations  and  that  information  which  it  was  my  object  to  aflford  as  to  the  policy  of  the 
Government. 

2.  At  the  second  meeting  I  alluded  to,  on  the  10th  July,  the  natives  who  attended  were 
much  more  communicative,  and  in  the  absence  of  all  restraint,  they  made  the  most  minute 
inquiries  on  all  points,  both  as  to  the  absurd  rumours  which  had  reached  them  of  intended 
taxes,  and  likewise  as  to  the  machinery  and  working  of  the  Road  Ordinance.  On  all  these 
particulars  I  took  pains  to  be  explicit,  and,  after  a  very  lengthened  interview,  they  left  me  with 
expressions  of  entire  satisfaction  ;  and  being  supplied  with  copies  in  Singhalese  of  the  minute 
explanatory  of  the  Road  Ordinance,  they  intimated  their  intention  to  proceed  to  their  own 
districts  and  make  known  what  they  had  heard  from  me. 

3.  At  this  interview,  and  from  numerous  other  sources,  I  ascertained  the  important  fact,  that 
the  rumours  by  which  the  minds  of  the  people  had  been  disturbed,  as  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  to  impose  a  long  list  of  taxes  on  their  property  and  produce,  as  well  as  the  misre- 
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presentations  which  had  been  made  of  the  system  of  labour  contemplated  under  the  road         CBTLON. 
Ordinance  had  all  originated  with  the  chiefs  and  headmen,  and  I  succeeded  in  tracing  them  ""^ 

deariy  to  that  source.  For  instance,  I  ascertained  that  the  Rattemaliatmeya  of  Oodonuwera 
(one  of  the  most  excited  districts) ,  on  being  required  by  the  Government  Affent^  Mr.  Buller^to 
supply  the  statistical  information  under  the  head  of '' agriculture  *'  for  the  Blue  Book  Returns, 
had  assembled  all  the  Korales,  Aratchies,  and  petty  hesidnien  at  his  own  residence,  had  shown 
them  the  blank  forms  which  particularize  every  description  of  stock  and  produce  to  be  enume- 
rated, and  had  ordered  them  to  go  in  all  directions  and  warn  the  people  of  approachng 
taxation  about  to  be  imposed  on  each  and  all  of  these  items.  The  extensive  mischief  which 
followed  from  this  one  incident  is  easy  to  be  imagined,  and  this  is  but  one  out  of  innumerable 
cases  brought  to  my  knowledge  of  similar  culpability  on  the  part  of  the  headmen.  I  had  to 
encounter  and  contradict  the  rumours  of  intended  taxation  at  every  point  of  the  journey  from 
whidi  I  have  just  returned,  and  in  every  instance  I  traced  it  to  individuals  coming  down  to  the 
low  country  from  the  Kandyan  hills. 

4.  In  like  manner  the  natives  at  the  second  meeting,  on  the  10th  July,  at  Kandy,  informed 
me  that  the  Road  Ordinance  had  been  misrepresented  to  them,  and  that  the  chiefs  had  told  them 
it  was  merely  the  restoration  of  the  odious  system  of  rajakaria  (or  cumpulsory  labour),  which 
bad  been  abolished  by  the  British  Government  in  1832-3.  On  this  point  I  took  especial  pains 
to  disabuse  their  minds,  and  to  point  out  the  wide  distinction  between  rajakaria  and  the  law 
recently  passed.  Amongst  others,  that  whilst  the  former  was  unlimited  in  the  amount  of 
labour  it  might  exact^  the  latter  contemplates  but  six  days  in  each  year;  the  one  took  the 
people  away  from  their  cultivation  and  harvests,  the  other  would  only  require  their  attendance 
after  the  harvest  was  over ;  the  one  involved  public  labour  of  all  kinds,  building  houses, 
carrying  stores,  embanking  artificial  lakes,  and  cultivating  the  lands  of  others,  whilst  the  other 
was  to  be  con6ned  to  the  construction  of  highways  and  village  roads ;  under  the  one  they 
might  be  carried  to  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  island  to  labour  for  the  Government ;  under 
the  other,  they  would  not  be  required  to  go  beyond  a  few  miles  from  their  own  houses ;  under 
the  one  they  were  working  exclusively  for  the  Government  or  the  Kin^,  under  the  other,  for 
themselves,  and  the  improvement  of  thdr  own  lands  and  villages;  under  the  one,  the  people 
alone  were  to  labour,  whilst  the  chiefs  and  headmen  were  exempt,  whilst  under  the  other, 
every  individual  in  the  colony,  the  Governor  excepted,  was  to  contribute  his  proportion  to  its 
improvement;  and  lastly,  that  under  the  one  they  used  to  be  driven  by  the  headmen  and  forced 
to  work  by  the  chiefs,  whereas  here  they  were  to  have  a  voice  in  their  own  officers,  and  to 
elect  their  own  District  Committee,  who  were  to  recommend  the  roads  to  be  made,  and  to 
regulate  all  the  labour  that  was  to  make  them. 

5.  In  no  single  instance  did  the  people  fail,  after  explanations  such  as  this,  to  declare  that 
they  had  been  entirely  misled  and  deceived,  and  to  express  their  satisfaction  with  the  Ordinance, 
and  their  perception  of  the  benefits  it  was  calculated  to  confer  on  the  district. 

€.  My  Lord,  the  explanation  of  this  dishonourable  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  chiefs,  and  the 
secret  of  their  dissatisfaction,  is  to  be  distinctly  ascribed  to  the  liberal  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  tendency  of  its  measures  to  elevate  the  mass  of  the  people  by  ignoring  the 
conventional  distinctions  of  caste  and  hereditary  pretension,  and  to  breaK  up  the  system  of 
serfdom  under  which,  even  to  the  present  hour,  the  great  body  of  the  natives  are  subjected  to 
the  feudal  superiority  of  the  priests  and  headmen.  Regarded  in  this  light,  the  Road  Ordinance 
is  distasteful  to  the  latter,  as  it  fails  to  recognize  any  distinction  of  rank,  establishes  no  exemption 
from  the  obligation  to  contribute  either  in  labour  or  money  for  the  improvement  of  the  country ; 
and  transfers  the  management  of  their  own  local  affairs  from  the  individual  monopoly  of  the 
chiefs  to  the  general  control  of  the  community.  It  would  be  difficult  for  the  chiefs  to  excite 
discontent  amongst  the  people  against  a  law  so  understood,  and  hence  the  pains  they  have 
taken  to  misrepresent  it  as  a  reiteration  of  the  odious  Rajikeria;  and  hence  likewise  their 
exertions  to  rouse  the  people  by  the  added  alarms  of  approaching  taxation  on  their  farms  and 
property  of  all  kihds. 

7.  And  here,  my  Liord,  I  should  be  wanting  in  my  duty  to  your  Excellency,  were  I  to  fail 
to  direct  your  attention  to  that  which  strikes  me  as  a  grave  error  in  our  system  of  govern- 
ment, affording  to  the  chiefs  and  headmen  the  opportunity  and  the  influence  for  thus  mis- 
leading the  great  body  of  the  people  at  their  will  and  pleasure.  Your  Lordship  b  well 
aware  that  under  the  Kandyan  kings  the  mass  of  the  inhabitants  were  kept  in  the  most 
slavish  subjection  to  the  chiefs  and  their  subordinate  officers ;  the  soil  was  the  absolute 
property  of  the  soverdgn,  except  in  those  cases  in  which  the  property  in  it  was  conferred  upon 
the  chiefs  and  temples;  and  the  people  in  every  instance  were  serfs,  permitted  to  till  and  eat 
in  return  for  their  submission  to  labour,  and  devote  their  life  and  services  to  their  immediate 
masters.  The  chiefs  were  the  lords  and  rulers  of  the  country,  and  its  cession  to  the  British 
Government  was  essentially  their  act,  irrespective  of  the  feelings  of  the  people.  In  return  for 
this,  and  as  a  matter  of  convenience,  if  not  of  necessity^  they  have  ever  since  been  perpetuated 
in  office  as  the  organs  and  agents  of  the  Government ;  and  although  compulsory  obedience  to 
them  has  ceased,  the  same  feeling  of  veneration  with  which  they  were  regarded  under  the 
Dative  sovereigns  is  still  exhibited  towards  them  by  their  people,  voluntarily  and  from  habit,  in 
their  present  relation  to  the  British  Government « 

8.  This  feeling  of  dependence  it  is  the  ambition  and  object  of  the  chiefs  to  perpetuate  and 
develope  by  every  means  in  their  power.  A  Kandyan  chief  never  amasses  money ;  his  object 
is  to  acquire  land,  not  as  money's  worth,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  population  it  will  feed,  every 
individual  of  whom  becomes  immediately  dependent  on  him  for  subsistence,  and  pays  him  no 
other  rent  than  his  share  of  the  produce  of  the  soil.  He  values  his  lands  because  they  supply 
him  with  retainers  to  govern,  and  he  accepts  office  without  pay  because  it  confers  on  him 
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authority  to  govern  them.  In  the  same  way^  and  oil  ti^  same  prindple,  all  the  petty  bead- 
men,  coralles,  and  aratchies,  are  appointed  generally  without  Mdary,  but  readeriiig  ^bm 
senrioes  in  consideration  of  the  exemption  of  their  lands  froan  taxation.;  a  practice  pregnant 
cwith  frauds  and  abuses  of  every  description;  and  with  them,  in  turn»  the  great  object  is 
.influence  and  authority,  convertible  occasionally  into  an  instrument  of  gain. 

9.  This  disposition  of  the  chiefs  has  afforded  a  fatal  feciUty  to  the  Government  agents  and 
their  assistants  at  out-stations  for  administering  the  local  Government  of  the  colony.  The 
principal  chiefs  are  selected  from  the  great  land^l  proprietors,  because  they  are  wealthy,  aad 
Known  tobe  ''  influential  men  in  then*  localities/'  and  they  in  turn  pocommended  all  the  minor 
headmen  and  petty  ofliciaU.  The  Government  agent,  from  his  own  bureau,  communieales  Us 
order  to  the  ratemahatmeya  of  the  district,  who  passes  it  on  to  his  coralles,  from  whom  k 
deseeds  to  the  aratchies  and  village  authorities,  though  it  seklom  reaches  the  people  in  the 
precise  form  in  which  it  was  originally  promulgated,  but,  on  the  contrary,  takes  whatever  glees 
It  may  suit  the  chiefs  to  communicate  to  it.  This  recognixed  *'  influence  **  of  the  chiefe  rendani 
them  the  medium  of  communication  on  all  occastmis ;  the  organ  of  info^rmation  between  the 
people  and  the  Government,  the  local  representatives  of  its  authority,  the  agents  for  exerting 
all  its  powers,  and  the  instrument  for  executing  all  its  orders. 

10.  Under  proper  controU  and  with  vigilant  supervision,  I  am  far  from  supposing  that  such 
an  agency  might  not  be  employed  with  advantage ;  and  in  the  present  condition  of  the  colony 
and  its  population,  I  am  well  aware  that  the  employment  of  the  influential  and  tru^worthy 
natives  is  indispensable  for  carrying  on  the  operations  of  Grovemment.  But  that  to  whidi  1 
have  to  entreat  your  Lordship's  attention,  is  the  uncontrolled  authority  thus  delegated  to 
hundreds  of  individuals  throughout  every  district  of  the  island,  and  its  obvious  inconsistency 
and  incompatibility  with  the  generous  and  liberal  policy  which  successive  Governors  have 
pursued  for  the  elevation  of  the  body  of  the  people,  and  their  gradual  emancipation  from  that 
state  of  serfdom  under  which  they  have  hitherto  been  placed.  The  immediate  Executive 
Government  of  the  country  is  virtually  in  the  hands  of  the  chie& ;  they  are  the  advisers  of  the 
Government  Agent  on  all  matters  of  business,  the  sources  of  his  kical  information,  and  the 
dispensers  of  his  patronage ;  they  are  the  assessors  of  taxation  and  th«  coUectors  of  revenue  ; 
they  are  the  pohce  of  the  rural  districts,  and  they  execute  the  prooettee  of  the  Civil  Courts; 
in  short,  whilst  one  European  gentleman  holds  nominally  the  authority  over  a  wild  and 
populous  district,  the  chiefs  of  every  division  are  in  reality  its  rulers,  and  are  virtually  so 
regarded  by  the  people ;  whilst  for  his  own  ease  and  facility  it  becomes  the  interest  of  the 
Government  official  to  recognize  their  local  authority,  and  to  support  and  perpetuate  tbi^ir 
personal  influence. 

11.  By  great  activity  on  the  part  of  the  European  officer,  and  by  constant  pevambuldtion  of 
his  province,  it  might  be  practicable  to  work  such  a  machinery  as  this  without  risk  to  the 
Government  or  injustice  to  the  people;  but  when  the  Government  agent  is  fully  occupied  with 
his  in-door  work,  or  indisposed  to  active  exertion,  the  country  b  virtually  abandonea  to  these 
local  headmen,  and  the  mass  of  the  people  become  accustomed  to  their  dictation,  and  almaal 
unconscious  of  any  other  authority.  I  have  myself,  within  the  present  year,  p^sed  througii 
populous  villages,  when  the  curiosity  of  the  inhabitants  who  crowded  to  see  me  was  accounted 
for  by  the  assurance  that  I  was  the  first  English  gentleman  whom  they  had  seen  for  many  years. 

12.  But  the  anomaly  is,  that  whilst  on  the  one  hand  we  have  thus  been  building  up  the 
authority  and  influence  of  the  chiefe,  we  have,  on  the  other,  by  eur  legislative  p<dicy,  been 
undermining  it  by  the  emancipation  of  the  people.  From  being  mere  serfs  and  adaeripti  gUbtB, 
we  have  not  only  declared  the  whole  population  entitled  to  hold  lands,  but  have  actually 
confirmed  them  in  the  possession  of  that  which  they  formerly  tilled  as  the  permissiTe  tenants 
of  the  Crown;  from  being  mere  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  for  the  chiefs,  we  haive 
invested  those  who  are  still  the  tenants  of  the  great  landholders  with  every  right  and  privil^e 
of  British  subjects.  The  only  exception  to  this  salutary  provision  is  that  which  perpetuaAes 
the  services  by  the  tenants  of  the  temple  villages  who  hold  possession  of  their  lands,  and 
which  I  have  formerly  recommended  earnestly  to  the  Government  to  oonmiute  for  a  mcmey 
payment  in  the  form  of  rent.*  Again,  we  have  abolished  slavery ;  we  have  abolidbed  the 
despotic  system  of  compulsory  lab^r,  and  we  have  disavowed  all  recognition  of  caste  and 
conventional  ascendancy  of  one  race  over  another.  We  have  renounced  for  the  future  that 
interference  with  the  affairs  of  the  Buddhist  reli^on  by  which  heretofore  tbechiefe  and  the 
priests  have  been  identified  with  the  Government  as  its  protectors  and  ihe  administrators  of  its 
temporal  possessions ;  and,  finally,  by  the  recent  Road  Ordinances,  we  have  formally  declared 
the  obligation  of  every  man,  without  distinction  of  rank,  to  contribute  his  quota  towards  the 
improvement  of  the  country. 

13.  Thus,  whOst,  on  the  one  hand,  we  have  been  exciting  the  di^leesure  of  the  chiefe  by  a 
policy  inimical  to  their  pretensians  of  pre-eminence  and  authority,  we  have,  on  the  ^lAker,  been 
sustaining  and  encouraging  on  their  behalf  an  undue  influence  in  their  own  localkiee,  capable^ 
on  any  exigency,  of  being  exerted  as  effectually  against  the  Govermnent  as  it  is  presumed  to 
be  exercised  habitually  in  its  support.  At  the  present  moment  the  most  disorganiied  and 
turbulent  locality  of  Ceylon  is  that  of  the  seven  cories  surrounding  KumegiJle,  where  tlw 
population  have  recently  had  an  encounter  with  the  Queen's  troops ;  and  in  this  dieaffeded 
district  there  are  not  less  than  700  of  these  chiefe  and  headmen,  ahaoet  all  of  whom  are 
either  known,  or  suspected,  to  have  beoi  directly  cencemed  in  fonnnting  the  reeent  dis^^ 
turbances. 


•  See  Report  on  Colonial  Revenue,  October  22, 1846,  under  head  «*  Temple  Lands.**    For  this  Report, 
wcfe  Parliamentary  Paper  presented  by  Command,  April,  184a. 
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14.  But*  wfailtt  adfocatiiig  tbe  propriety  of  emplcr^ng  the  instromenfality  of  the  native         QK^Mm 
ebiefsy  under  proper  lixnit&tionsy  for  tbe  purposes  of  good  ffovemment^  the  error  which  I  have 

to^  bring  under  jour  Lorddrip*8  ■otiee«  k  the  neglect  of  the  people  by  the  European  autho- 
rities, and  their  abandonment  to  the  iuSuence  of  their  headmen  without  any  precaution  or 
corrective  of  its  abuse.  Periodical  cirooits  and  personal  visits*  attention  to  complaints,  and 
inquiry  into  abuses  on  the  spot,  would  assure  the  natives  of  protection  against  oppression  and 
undue  assumption,  and  teach  them  confidence  in  ihe  vigilance  as  well  as  the  justice  of  a 
British  Govemment ;  but,  unfortunately,  these  expedients  are  but  sparingly  applied.  Morr 
ftvquent  intereourse  with  ESuropeans,  and  the  eeneml  diffusion  of  edncatioti,  would  soon 
quicken  the  apprehension  of  the  natives,  and  enable  them  to  judge  for  themselves  of  the  truth 
or  probability  of  popular  rumours  or  official  misrepresentations ;  but  it  is  a  remarkable  proof 
of  the  neglect  of  which  I  complain,  that  in  the  central  province,  die  seat  of  disorder  at  the 
present  moment,  the  promotion  of  education  and  the  establi^ment  of  schocds  has  been  so 
totally  overiooked,  that  oidy  five  govemment  schools  are  to  be  found  in  the  whole  Kandyan 
kingdom,  and  two  of  these  are  within  the  town  of  Kandy  itself;  and  out  of  12,35421  voted 
for  purposes  of  general  education,  only  79S^.  are  expended  on  the  entire  of  the  central 
province,  and  but  252/.  on  the  North-Western,  irxlumng  the  Seven  Corles  and  Kumeralle, 
tbe  seat  of  the  recent  insurrection.  Thus,  whikt  the  tendency  of  our  recent  policy  has  been, 
by  abolishing  unjust  distinction,  to  bring  down  the  power  of  the  chiefs  to  the  level  of  the  people^ 
we  have  fonotten  the  still  nuM*e  important  duty  of  elevating  the  people  nearer  to  the  level  of  the 
cbiefs;  and  whilst,  as  a  matter  of  course,  tne  headmen  and  their  creatures  are  the  organs  of 
all  information  conveyed  to  the  natives,  and  the  immediate  authors  of  all  impressions  they 
receive  on  public  or  local  matters,  we  have  not  amongst  the  people  themselves,  throughout  tbe 
interior  of  the  island,  ai^  controlling  cheek  whatever,  nor  any  countervailing  authority  to 
detect  abuses  and  encourage  the  well-aS^eted.  We  have  no  press,  no  paid  police,  no  resident 
j«i8tio8s,  no  itinerant  catechists,  no  schoolmasters ;  in  short,  no  class  whose  intelligence  and 
independence  would  be  a  restraint  upon  the  assumption  or  misrepresentations  of  the  mefs. 

15.  Another  and  very  obvious  cause  of  tbe  undue  influence  of  the  chiefs,  is  the  unequal  dis- 
tribution of  our  judiciarand  civil  establishments  over  the  face  of  the  country,  thus  reducing  the 
people  in  the  remote  districts  to  accept  the  intervention  of  the  headmen  in  all  their  grievances, 
and  to  submit  to  their  adjustment  in  matters  of  complaint,  which  it  would  be  attended  with 
delay  and  vexation  to  carry  before  a  distant  court  of  justice. 

16.  Your  Lordship  will  not  fail  to  perceive  the  important  bearing  of  this  representation  on 
tltt  present  aspect  of  affairs  in  the  central  prorinces.  That  the  late  disturbances  have  been 
created  and  kept  alive  by  the  dissatisfied  chiefs  and  priests,  is  unhappily  no  longer  a  matter  of 
doubt  or  question.  Their  dissatisfaction  with  the  recent  measures  is  at  length  avowed ;  but 
unfortunately  whilst  left  to  be  the  exponents  of  these  measures  to  the  people,  and  whilst  out- 
wardly professing  to  be  the  fri^ids  of  the  Government,  they  availed  themsdves  of  their  official 
position  to  disseminate  the  most  dangerous  falsehoods,  to  which  their  official  authority 
and  influence  with  the  natives  gave  currency  and  effect.  The  popular  alarm  thus  excited  for 
impending  taxation  led  to  the  asf«embly  in  Kandy  on  the  6th  of  July,  when  the  people  repaired 
to  the  Govemment  A^ent  for  information ;  and  it  is  a  strongly  corroborative  fact,  that  from 
that  asseml^age  tbe  cbiefs  and  the  headmen,  c<»itrary  to  all  custom,  were  studiously  absent. 
It  would  in  fact  hare  been  an  embarrassing  position  for  them  had  d^y  been  present,  whilst 
the-  Govemment  Agent  gave  an  explknt  contradiction  to  the  very  statements  which  they  them- 
selves had  been  engaged  in  propagating  far  and  wide  amongst  the  people.  On  the  occasion  of 
the  seoood  meeting  in  Kandy  on  the  8th  of  July,  at  which  I  attended,  the  chiefe  denied  that 
they  had  counselled  or  coumtenanoed  the  previous  assemblage  of  the  6th,  and  for  tbe  reasons  I 
have  stated,  I  am  disposed  to  give  credit  to  their  dental. 

17.  By  my  interview  with  the  people  at  the  Pavilion  on  the  8th,  and  still  more  effectually 
by  my  meeting  with  influential  natives,  apart  from  the  chiefs  on  the  10th,  the  public  mind,  I 
have  reason  to  think,  was  disabused  of  its  previous  erroneous  impressions ;  and  I  have  not 
beard  of  a  single  occasion  from  that  time  to  the  present,  on  which  the  recent  Ordinances  were 
alkided  to  by  the  Kandyans  with  dissatisfaction,  or  asragned  as  any  ground  for  discontent. 

18.  The  chiefs  and  priests  in  fact  appear  to  have  immediately  changed  their  line  of  attack 
upon  the  Government ;  and  uniting  with  the  followers  of  the  pretender,  to  have  thrown  off  the 
mask,  and  avowed  their  real  feeling,  not  limited  to  so  narrow  an  object  as  opposition  to  an  Or- 
dinance, but  impatience  of  the  ISritish  rule,  and  a  determination  to  restore  a  Kandyan 
monarchy. 

19.  In  strong  confirmation  of  my  views  upon  this  subject,  1  have  now  to  beg  your  Lordship  s 
attention  to  the  result  of  the  circuit  from  which  I  have  just  returned  after  a  lengthened  journey 
through  the  provinces  to  the  north  of  the  disturbed  districts.  These  districts,  though  thickly 
populated,  lie  beyond  the  range  within  which  the  influence  of  the  Kandyan  chiefs  extend ;  and 
here  without  a  single  exception  I  have  found  the  people  peaceful  and  well-cBsposed  towards  the 
Government,  and  so  far  from  its  recent  measures  being  a  subject  of  complaint,  much  less  of 
revolt,  I  have  received  from  them  assurances  of  their  entire  satisfaction,  and  their  conriction  of 
the  advantages  which  they  are  calculated  to  confer  on  th^r  country  and  its  cultivation. 

20.  The  recent  excitement  was  strictly  confined  to  the  Kandyan  districts;  and  invariably 
when  I  have  encountered  any  dissatisfaction  with  the  Ordinances  elsewhere,  I  discovered  that 
It  arose  from  false  reports  conveyed  by  stragglers  from  tbe  Kandyan  country.  In  every  case 
I  have  succeeded  in  removing  objections  that  had  been  previously  entertained ;  but  I  cannot 
conceal  from  your  Lordship  that  in  the  eastern,  northern,  and  noith-westera  provinces,  I  had 
one  circumstance  in  my  favour,  on  which  I  could  not  rely  amongst  the  natives  of  the  Kandyan 
hills.     In  the  former  the  high  character  of  the  British  Government  is  still  reverenced,  and  the 
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CSTLON.         natives  have  not  yet  been  compelled,  by  observation  of  the  habits  and  exp^erience  of  the  comk^ 
"""^  of  the  lowest  class  of  Ekiglish  settlers  to  distrust  the  assurance  of  an  English  gentleman.    But 

it  cannot  have  escaped  your  Lordship's  notice,  that  the  case  is  widely  different  with  the  in- 
habitants of  the  districts  adjoining  the  coflbe  country  of  Kandy,  where  unfortunately  the  acts  of 
some  of  our  countrymen,  th^r  personal  demeanour,  and  their  unkindness  to  the  natives,  ba^ 
gone  far  to  destroy  the  prestige  of  the  British  name,  and  to  weaken  that  confidence  and  respeet 
which  formeriy  atlachea  to  the  word  and  the  character  of  an  Englishman.  The  assaults  upon 
some  of  the  coffee  plantations  in  the  vicinity  of  Matelle,  and  the  destruction  of  the  bungalows 
and  property,  were,  I  have  reason  to  fear,  instigated  less  by  political  excitement  than  a  remem- 
brance of  some  personal  injury  at  the  hands  of  persons  employed  on  the  estates. 

21.  On  the  11th  of  July,  having  had  the  interview  with  the  people  before  alluded  to  on  the 
JOtb,  T  rode  to  Matelle  and  Nalande,  through  a  populous  district  which  had  been  nradi 
excited,  and  from  which  vast  numbers  of  the  people  had  joined  the  assemblages  in  Kandy  on 
the  6rh  and  8th.  I  found  the  country  peaceful,  and  the  people  returned  to  meir  occupations 
as  usual.  Their  chiefs  had  been  amongst  the  most  active  in  sowing  dissension  by  false  reports 
of  the  Government  measures ;  but  the  resident  magistrate,  Mr.  Waring,  informed  me  that  tfie 
dismissal  of  the  most  disaffected  of  the  Ratemahatmeyas,  which  I  had  recommended  to  your 
Lordship,  had  made  a  great  sensation ;  and  that  the  people  who  had  gone  into  Kandy  to  tfae 
meetings  a  few  days  before  had  come  back  quite  satisfied  with  the  Government  measures. 

22.  12th  July. — I  rode  to  Dambool.  This  place  is  on  the  northern  limit  of  the  central  pro- 
vince, at  a  point  where  it  converges  with  the  boundaries  of  the  northern  and  eastern  provinces* 
There  is  a  remarkable  temple  here  of  sreat  extent,  constructed  in  a  recess  under  the  edge  of  an 
^lormous  rock.  It  is  ascertained  to  nave  been  a  place  of  worship  so  for  back  as  a  century 
before  the  Christian  era ;  and  from  its  wealth  and  the  splendour  of  its  decorations  in  the  12lb 
century,  it  was  called  "  The  cave  of  the  golden  mountain.**  It  is  richly  endowed  by  successfve 
kings  of  Ceylon ;  and  I  was  shown  a  chapel  recently  added  to  it  by  the  present  Dewa  Niletue^ 
one  of  the  richest  and  most  influential  chiefs  of  Matelle.  The  priests  received  me  very  respect- 
fully^ but  complained  that  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  question  relating  to  the  manaffe- 
ment  of  their  religious  affairs,  no  successor  had  yet  been  appointed  to  the  chief  priest  who  died 
last  year.  I  found  the  people  quite  unaffected  by  the  recent  excitement  at  Kandy.  I  had  a 
meeting  with  a  lar^  body  of  the  natives,  which  was  attended  by  some  of  the  local  headmen. 
They  said  they  had  all  taken  out  licenses  for  their  guns,  and  had  no  objection  to  the  dog  tax ; 
but  that  they  had  heard  that  their  farming  stock  and  cattle  were  to  be  taxed,  and  if  so,  that 
they  could  not  afford  to  pay  that  and  the  road  tax  also.  This  was  the  old  story  of  the  statis- 
tical returns  for  the  Blue  Book.  My  contradiction  of  the  rumour  gave  immediate  satisfaction, 
and  they  said  they  had  now  no  objection  to  the  new  Rajakaria  (compulsory  labour),  referring 
to  the  ^^  Road  Ordinance.*'  A  further  explanation  as  to  their  misapprehension  in  supposing 
this  Ordinance  to  be  any  restoration  of ''  compulsory  labour,**  was  equally  well  received.  They 
pointed  to  the  main  roa!d  which  passes  through  the  village,  leading  from  Kandy  to  all  parts  of 
the  north ;  they  said  their  prosperity  depended  on  it,  am  it  was  now  so  much  out  of  repair  as 
to  be  almost  impassable  for  carts ;  and  that  they  were  readv  at  once  to  ^ve  their  labour  if  re- 
quired to  complete  it,  and  open  up  branch  roads  right  and  left.  They  omy  entreated  that  when 
called  out  to  work,  they  miffht  not  be  sent  to  a  distance,  and  a  reference  to  the  clause  of  the 
Ordinance  which  prohibits  this  was  quite  sufficient  to  allay  every  apprehension.  Th^  left  me 
after  receiving  copies  of  the  Cingalese  Minute;  professing  their  intention  to  go  into  all  the 
neighbouring  villages,  and  inform  them  of  what  they  had  beard  from  me.  I  have  stated  these 
particulars  concerning  Dambool,  to  explain  to  your  Lordship  mv  belief  that  the  natives  of 
Dambool  were  unconnected  with  the  movement  which  took  place  14  days  after,  when  the  pre- 
tender and  his  followers  arrived  from  Matelle,  and  proceeded  to  the  temple,  where  the  cere- 
mony of  coronation  was  performed  by  the  F^i^ts ;  when  the  crowd  returned  to  Matdle,  and 
commenced  the  work  of  destruction  there.  This  movement  upon  Dambool  is  not  I  fear  to  be 
explained  by  the  mere  fact  of  the  sanctity  of  the  temple  there,  but  may  probably  have  a  more 
immediate  relation  to  the  circumstance  of  the  Dewa  Nileme,  who  is  now  under  arrest  for  his 
supposed  connexion  with  the  rebellion,  being  one  of  the  most  munificent  patrons  of  the  tetnple^ 
and  consequently  possessing  such  influence  over  the  officiating  priests  as  might  persuade  them 
to  lend  themselves  to  this  treasonable  proceeding  at  his  immediate  instigation. 

23.  July  13. — I  left  the  high  road  at  Ennamaley,  a  few  miles  north  of  Dambool,  and  rode 
eastward  through  the  forest  to  Sigiri,  where  I  had  another  meeting  of  the  people  and  the  bead- 
men.  This  place  is  in  the  Matelle  district;  but  lying  at  some  distance  from  the  residence  of 
the  principal  chiefs.  The  people  had  not  heard  of  the  Road  Ordinance,  but  they  had  registered 
their  guns,  and  they  told  me  they  had  not  any  objection  to  that  law,  as  the  game  they  killed 
enabled  them  easily  to  pay  the  tax.  I  explained  the  Road  Ordinance  fully,  and  they  readily 
concurred  in  its  propriety,  and  expressed  their  willingness  to  give  their  labour  on  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  anywhere  within  their  own  korle  (division).  One  thing  they  urgently  requested ; 
that  their  labour  should  not  be  confined  to  the  roads  alone,  but  applied  to  the  repair  of  the 
water-tanks  and  means  of  irrigation,  on  which  they  said  the  welfare  of  the  whole  community 
was  as  much  dependent  as  on  the  making  of  roads.  This  had  been  equally  pressed  upon  me 
by  the  people  of  Dambool;  and  I  told  them  it  was  a  subject  which  the  Grovemment  had  under 
consideration,  and  if  the  Road  Ordinance  were  found  to  work  well,  the  same  machinery  would 
probably  be  applied  to  other  works  of  general  utility. 

24.  July  14. — I  entered  the  eastern  province,  and  met  a  large  assemblage  of  the  people  and 
their  Gomarales  (village  headmen)  at  Cottavilla,  a  flourishing  village,  with  a  lar^e  population 
and  most  extensive  paddy  farms.  The  inhabitants  are  half  Cingalese  and  half  Moormen,  and 
I  heard  they  had  been  much  disquieted  by  reports  of  a  war  with  France,  and  that  they  were  to 
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be  seized  as  soldiers  and  sent  to  the  maritime  provinces.     They  brought  their  guns  to  the  CBTLON. 

Groveniment  Agent,  Mr,  Whiting,  who  accompanied  me,  and  said  they  had  no  complaint  to  "^^ 

mafce^  of  the  Ordinance  which  required  them  to  take  out  licences,  with  which  Mr,  Whiting 

•upplied  tliem  on  the  spot.     They  had  never  heard  of  the  Road  Ordinance,  and  its  exjplana- 

^m  gave  them  much  satisfaction,  as  they  said  their  lands  were  so  remote  from  the  high  road 

that  they  had  no  market  for  their  surplus  produce,  and  it  would  be  of  vast  importance  to  them 

to  have  the  river  Ambanganga  bridged,  as  it  nearly  surrounded  their  district,  and  shut  them 

up  for  three  months  during  the  rainy  season,  when  it  was  generally  impassable.     They  also 

pressed  on  me  the  importance  of  extending  the  Ordinance  to  the  repair  of  the  tanks,  justly 

observing,  ''if  we  cannot  cultivate  our  fields,  what  is  the  use  to  us  of  roads,  as  we  shall  have 

Bothing  to  sell  and  nothing  wherewith  to  buy  ?  **    '^^J  complained  much  of  the  want  of  a 

reodent  magistrate,  and  their  distance  from  the  nearest  Police  Court. 

25.  July  16. — I  rode  to  Topare  on  the  15th,  and  halted  to  rest  my  foot-runners  and 

^^^fiT^V^bearers,  who  were  exhausted  by  our  for(^  march  across  the  country  fram  Kandy. 

'  On  the  16th  I  assembled  the  people  from  all  the  adjoining  villages  of  Dastotte,  Gal*elia, 
Moragastotte,  Malagampattoo,  Doolane,  Alootgamma,  and  CkKlavilla,  and  had  a  long  inter- 
view. In  reply  to  my  inquiry  whether  they  had  any  complaints  to  bring  forward,  they  said 
jaone.  They  had  almost  all  taken  out  licences  for  their  guns,  and  those  who  had  not  were  now 
ready  to  do  so.  I  explained  to  them  fully  the  vast  importance  which  roads  would  be  in 
opening  up  their  populous  but  now  insulated  district,  and  they  eagerly  assented  to  give  each 
ox  days*  labour  for  their  construction ;  but  said  it  would  be  hard  if  those  who  were  willing  to 
work  should  have  all  the  burthen,  while  others  who  would  equally  derive  the  advantage  of 
their  labour  would  be  exempted.  Tliis  led  at  once  to  the  very  principle  of  the  Koad 
Ordinance,  and  they  left  me  expressing  much  satisfaction,  and  their  entire  readiness  to  come 
Mnder  its  provisions  at  once,     lliis  place  is  nearly  30  miles  from  any  high  road,  so  that  the 

-  peofde  feel  sensibly  their  inconveniences. 

Sfe.  July  17.  Mineri. — ^The  meeting  which  I  had  here  comprised  the  inhabitants  of  several 
populous  villages;  Ming-gahadamana,  Hattamaua,  and  Giritalla,  as  well  as  those  of  MinerL 
It  was  rather  troublesome,  as  they  were  dissatisfied  with  what  they  had  heard  about  the  Road 
Ordinance,  and  altogether  I  understand  they  are  a  restless  and  disorderly  race.  I'he  popula- 
tion is  mixed,  one^half  Cingalese  and  the  rest  Moors ;  and  the  former  complained  much  of 
being  placed  under  the  orders  of  a  Moorish  Wanniah  (headman).  This  I  promised  to  see 
properly  settled,  and  ^ave  directions  accordingly  to  the  Government  Agent. 

They  complained  also  of  the  want  of  a  resident  magistrate,  the  nearest  being  52  miles  from 

•tlMfliy  and  said  their  only  objection  to  the  Gun  Ordinance  was,  that  they  had  to  go  this 
distance  to  have  their  guns  registered. 

As  to  the  Road  Ordinance,  their  objections  consisted  of  alarm  for  bmnff  carried  to  labour  at 
a  distance  from  their  own  villages,  and  fears  that  the  people  would  be  obliged  to  work  and  the 

.  chiefs  and  others  exempted.  I  entered  patiently  on  an  exposition  of  all  its  provisions, 
corrected  all  their  false  impressions,  and  pointed  out  its  advantages,  and  when  I  concluded  a 

.  nmsy  Moorman,  who  had  led  the  opposition,  turned  to  the  rest  and  said,  "  Now  our  mouths 
are  shut"  The  people  expressed  their  acquiescence  and  said,  ''As  all  are  to  work  we  are  quite 
content.'* 

The^  had  heard  the  Government  was  going  to  tax  their  mrdens,  stock,  and  cattle,  and 
asked  if  this  was  true ;  and  on  being  assured  to  the  contrary,  they  left  me  with  expressions  of 
perfect  satis&ction.  In  the  course  of  the  day  they  returned  and  took  out  licenses  for  their 
guns. 

27.  July  18. — From  Mineri  I  turned  again  westward  to  resain  the  great  central  road.  A 
messenger  met  me  in  the  forest  with  a  petition  from  one  of  the  Ratemahatmeyas  of  Kandy, 
whose  dismissal  I  had  recommended  to  your  Excellency;  in  which  he  excuses  himself  and 
the  people  for  their  late  excitement,  by  ascribing  it  to  the  ignorance  in  which  they  were  left  by 
the  Government  Agent  and  his  assistant  as  to  the  real  intentions  of  the  Government  and  the 
nature  of  the  recent  Ordinances.  He  says,  ''  I  beg  to  submit  that  it  was  owing  to  the  want  of 
explanation  of  the  Ordinances,  and  the  great  benefit  that  is  intended  by  them,  that  both  head- 
men and  the  people  began  to  entertain  doubts ;  but  since  you  have  clearly  explained  the 
Ordinances  and  the  great  benefits  we  are  to  derive  from  them,  the  doubts  that  the  people 
entertained  have  been  dispersed  and  the  people  are  Quiet."  1  send  this  petition  to  your 
Excellency;  and  I  have  not  heard  that  any  of  the  people  of  this  district  (Oodoonwera)  have, 
since  their  interview  with  me  at  Kandy,  on  the  8th,  joined  in  any  of  the  late  proceedings  of  the 
disaffected  party. 

28.  In  the  evening  I  reached  the  great  road  leading  from  Kandy  to  Anaradjahpoora,  and 
hdd  a  meeting  of  the  people  at  Haborenne.     It  was  attended  by  the  inhabitants  of  11  other 
villages,  whose  names  are  in  the  margin.     This  meeting  was  one  of  the  most  important  I  have  o^ie.ei^^||^ 
jet  ^dressed,  as  Habor^ne  b  itself  a  populous  place,  and  in  the  centre  of  a  densely-peopled  oodo»^weu«, 
district.    The  Ratemahatmeya  attended  and  also  several  priests  as  well  as  petty  headmen.  -^^-     * 


Lying  on  the  great  Kandy  road  the  people  had  heard  what  had  been  passing  there ;  and  ^^SS^S^H^ 
whilst  they  expressed  then-  ready  assent  to  the  Gun  and  Dog  Tax,  they  expressed  alarm  for  g^jjj^"'^ 
the  Road  Ordinance.    As  usual  I  found  that  all  their  objections  were  the  result  of  false  infor-  ~        ^'^^ 


mation  derived  from  Kandy;  one  by  one  I  answered  every  inquiry  and  removed  every  objec-  SiKi'**^ 
tion ;  and  the  meeting  dispersed  expressing  entire  contentment  with  what  they  had  heard  and 
readiness  to  carry  out  the  law. 

I  have  the  more  reason  to  believe  them  ^ncere  in  this  profession,  as  I  reco^ised  several 
who  attended  this  meeting  at  others  which  I  subsequently  held  in  the  same  distnct,  and  on  all 
occasions  they  lent  their  assistance  to  explain  tfaie  law  and  allay  apprehension  where  any 
existed. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


im 


PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


csfum. 


1.  NiUianme. 

S.  KarooKkan*eoloin. 

8.  Kaajiniary-oolom. 

4.  Mylunperoo-mawa. 

5.  Wallyk-odom. 

6.  TeUmbnygome. 

7.  SefltriveUe. 

8.  Moodoporamiguii* 

9.  Taro-wera. 

10.  Palcan-colom. 

11.  Mayadem-kadnyelle. 

12.  Colan<colom. 

13.  fctoni-witichyawera. 

14.  Notchi-colom. 
1&.  KalutagM'weva. 

16.  Ettewanweva. 

17.  Itellapalian-oolom. 

18.  Niekewav«. 

19.  Kawoodanawa. 

SO.  KoUienkoolUafcame. 
tl.  Kappaloogam. 
22,  Kinboolgiiweva. 

28.  Kaikarawe. 
24,  Wiroong-eolom. 

2b,  AlUawO'loonooweTa. 

29.  Medeo  weva. 
27,  Klriiroedawe. 
is,  IkeliTOme. 

89.  Mangkadewelee. 

30.  Andrawwere. 
81.  Magcnm^tiawa. 
3i,  Heeoook-kiriawa. 

33.  Potangerome. 

34.  Oolpotter. 

35.  Oonne-well-potter. 
30.  HittQzegome. 

37.  Nikenotewe. 


1.  Peria-oolom. 

2,  Itia-cattoa. 
8.  Machasam. 
4.  Gale-eTeve. 

6.  Hiiiow«wehegama. 
«.  Dam'pelaiaa. 

7.  HammilloIeTa. 

8.  Wallagam-bahoQ. 

9.  T^ntiniagam. 

10.  Fkllicagam. 

11.  SkilA-eagam. 

12.  Poodo<Hx>loin. 

13.  Cavam>b«we. 

14.  CSadmegam. 
f6.  Cannomulle. 
18.  Wajeacolnm. 

17.  Hinde-oolom. 

18.  Melam-permaTa. 

19.  PooUan-«olom. 

20.  Opidiagam. 
81.  Kadagam. 


29.  July  18. — Again  learing  the  greet  oentral  road  at  Haborenne,  I  struck  westward  mto 
the  open  country  round  the  Rittagolla  Mountam,  which  contains  numerous  villages  and  a 
d«ise  popidaition.  Having  sent  inteiligenoe  the  day  before  of  my  intention  to  meet  the  peo]^ 
I  had  a  large  assemblage  at  Henne-ldri-awa  of  the  inhabitants  of  37  sarrounding  villsgesi. 
whose  names  will  be  found  in  the  margin.  Thev  represent  a  most  innportant  district 
Neurakalawya^  once  the  granary  of  Ceylon^  and  still  possessing  a  soil  of  the  richest  capa- 
bilities^ but  owing  to  the  ruin  of  the  tanks  and  other  causes^  it  has  fallen  into  decay  and 
comparative  neglect.  It  is  still  covered  with  numerous  villages ;  the  &rming  is  ffooA,  and  the 
natives  have  the  reputation  of  being  amongst  the  most  peaceful  and  wdL  conducted  in  Ceyloo. 
They  assured  me,  m  reply  to  my  inquiries,  that  they  had  no  complamts  to  make,  nor  ai^; 
(4)jeetions  to  the  recent  Oidmances.  As  to  the  Road  Ordinance  they  said  their  information  was 
but  imperfect^  and  they  had  assembled  not  to  object  to  it  but  to  learn  its  scope  and  provisions. 
This  I  communicated  to  them  at  length;  they  listened  attentively,  asked  many  partiaent 
questions,  and  concluded  by  expressing  their  concurrence  and  sa4is&ction  with  aU  they  had 
beard. 

30.  This  subject  being  disposed  of^  they  expressed  with  much  earnestness  their  desh«  ti 
bring  under  the  notice  of  Government  the  prevalence  of  cattle-stealing  in  their  district;  it.  was 
earned  on  to  such  a  height  as  actually  to  interfere  with  the  extent  of  their  cultivation,  as  bardy 
enough  of  bullocks  and  buffaloes  escaped  to  suffice  for  the  purpose  of  tillage.  They  said  tfaay 
knew  the  robbers  and  their  haunts^  but  they  had  no  resident  magistrate^  and  were  so  vaiy^ 
remote  from  the  nearest  police  court,  that  it  was  vain  to  look  to  the  ordinary  tribunak  for 
protection.  Their  headmen^  instead  of  repressing  the  evil,  were  more  than  suspected  of  being 
in  leegite  ^vith  the  robbers.  On  this  matter  the  full  report  which  I  have  elsewhn^  made  to 
your  Excellency,  and  the  mea.sures  adopted  in  consequence,  will,  I  have  every  confidence^ 
suiBce  to  put  an  end  to  this  practice. 

31.  On  the  same  day,  at  the  village  of  Ellagamma,  a  rest-house  station  on  the  Anarajab* 
poora  road,  I  held  a  second  meeting  of  a  similar  kind  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding 
Ullages,  Korsegalla,  Mahaweva,  Medigamma,  Batelooweva,  Alootweva,  and  Maha  Ellih 
gamma.  They  had  heard  from  Kandy  of  the  intended  taxation  on  their  agricultural  stocky 
and  this  was  the  only  point  on  which  they  were  disquieted.  The  gun  licences  and  the  tax 
upon  dogs  they  had  no  complaint  against ;  and  as  to  the  Boad  Oidinance,  on  hearing  its  pro- 
visions  explained^  they  said  to  me,  looking  one  to  another,  ''One  and  all  we  are  much 
pleased."  The  prevalence  of  cattle  stealing  was  their  only  cause  of  uneasiness.  They  said 
they  were  SO  miles  from  the  nearest  magistrate,  and,  with  some  emphasis,  added,  "  Robbers 
rule  us,  and  not  the  English  officers."  I  asked  if  their  headmen  did  their  duty.  They  shook; 
their  heads,  and  said,  **  We  blame  no  one  more  than  another;  all  we  sav  is,  that  we  are  plun*- 
dered,  and  the  robbers  are  unpunished.''  I  promised  immediate  attention  to  their  representa- 
tions^ and  left  them  with  asijurances  of  satisfaction. 

32.  July  20.— I  a^in  met  a  large  assemblage  of  the  inhabitantsof  21  villages,  whose  names 
are  b  the  margin,  at  Peria  Colom,  a  central  pomton  the  great  central  road,  within  17  miles  of  > 
Anarajahpoora.  The  feeling  of  the  people  was  not  that  of  o{^position  to  the  Road  Ordioanoe^ 
but  of  anxiety  to  hear  more  of  it.  The  gun  tax,  they  said,  was  unobjectionable,  and  would  doi 
good,  by  keeping  arms  out  of  the  hands  of  robbers  and  cattle-stealers.  Some  of  the  elders  of. 
we  villages,  when  I  dwelt  on  the  importance  of  roads,  and  the  added  value  which  they  gave  to 
land  and  produce,  turned  round  to  the  crowd,  and  interrupted  me,  observing  to  those  behiiKL 
them  that  it  was  quite  true ;  that  they  remembered  the  state  of  the  country  before  the  present 
high  road  was  opened,  and  that  now  paddy  fields  were  double  the  value  they  were  then,  and 
rice  could  be  freely  sold  to  dealers ;  whereas,  before,  no  one  could  approach  the  villages  to  buy 
it  or  carry  it  away.  I  answered  numerous  inquiries  as  to  the  measure,  not  started  as  difficulties, 
but  leadmg  to  information ;  and  without  a  dissentient,  the  chiefs  as  well  as  the  peopIe» 
expressed  their  concurrence  and  approbation  of  the  new  law.  Cattle  stealing*  as  before,  was 
the  crying  evil  of  which  all  loudly  complained. 

33.  Jvly  22.  Anarcgahpoora, — Here  I  held  a  large  assembly  of  the  inhabitants  to^lay 
which  was  attended  by  the  natives  from  all  the  n^hbouring  villages  and  districts  of  Eria- 
game,  Basewakcolom,  Kiriolowe,  Eleaparti,  Kirigolamme,  Oolooh-colom,  Itti-colom,  Wallyk* 
colom,  and  Tarroweva.  I  found  them  much  disturbed  by  ihe  rumoiu^  from  Kandy  of  coming* 
taxation  on  their  gardens,  cattle^  crops;  and  even  their  women,  they  were  told,  were  to  be 
included.  I^  of  course,  removed  all  alarm  on  this  score ;  smd  tl^y  expressed  their  satisfactioa 
with  the  dog-tax,  as  toiding  to  abate  a  dangerous  nuisance.  The  gun-tax  they  miu*mured  a^ 
but  on  reminding  them  that  the  law  conferred  the  privilege  of  keeping  arms,  which  were  now* 
prohibited,  and  that  it  would  become  a  distinction  to  be  entrusted  with  a  licence,  as  it  would 
be  withheld  from  all  improper  characters,  they  acquiesced,  observing  that  game  was  abundant, 
and  a  single  deer  was  equal  in  value  to  the  whole  tax.  As  to  the  Iload  Ordinance,  they  said 
they  had  heard  of  it  only  as  a  restoration  of  compulsory  labour ;  but  I  found  the  same  ejqposi- 
tions  which  abtained  favour  for  it  elsewhere,  equally  successful  here ;  and  I  can  have  no  hesita*^ 
tion,  from  my  own  observation  and  experience,  m  saying  that  nothing  but  ignorance  and 
misrepresentation  can  render  the  law  unpopular,  and  that  whenever  I  have  explained  its  opera- 
tion to  the  natives,  they  have  received  it  not  merely  as  something  to  be  acquiesced  in  and 
submitted  to,  but  as  a  boon  and  a  manifest  advantage  to  their  district  and  property. 

34.  July  24.  Moodkar  Colom, — ^On  my  way  to  Aripo  I  held  a  meeting  at  this  village,  25 
miles  west  of  Anarajahpoora.  The  people  had  heard  little  of  the  Ordinances,  and  that  little 
erroneous.  Hiey  were  chiefly  Moormen,  and  their  spokesmen  were  at  first  ncMsy  and  rather 
vehement  in  their  expressions,  but  after  a  patient  explanation  they  retired,  expressing  perfisct 
satisfaction. 
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35.  July  30.    Putlam, — I  have  attended  two  important  meetings  of  the  people  here  to-daj,  QRUIK. 

at  which  the  chiefs  attended,  and  at  which  the  cart-tax  and  the  gun-ordinance  were  complained  — ^ 

of.  The  persons  present  were  chiefly  Moormen,  who  abound  in  this  district^  and  who  maintain 
an  active  traffic  in  carrying  up  salt  and  salt-6sh  from  the  coast,  to  be  exchanged  for  <*x>ffee  and 
rice  in  the  interior.  Their  demeanour  was  perfectly  respectful,  and  they  listened  with  attention 
whilst  I  pointed  out  the  effect  which  the  recent  abolition  of  the  export  duty  will  have  upon  native 
coffee,  the  protection  which  they  as  traders  receive  from  our  police  and  courts  of  law,  under 
whose  protection  their  carls  pass  from  one  side  of  the  island  to  the  other  in  security,  and  the 
expenditure  upon  the  roads  for  their  convenience ;  and  on  my  asking  whether  it  was  not  rea- 
sonable that  they  should  contribute  something  towards  all  this  outlay  for  their  beneBt,  they, 
frankly  said  they  had  not  seen  it  in  that  light  before,  and  that  on  the  whole  they  thought  guns 
as  fair  a  subject  for  taxation  as  could  be  devised,  and  that  the  tax  upon  earts  was  a  legitimate 
one,  considering  that  the  Government  had  borne  the  cost  and  the  upkeep  of  the  roads, 

86.  The  second  meeting  was  more  numerous  and  more  noisy.  It  was  composed  both  of 
Moormen  and  persouA  from  the  villages  round  Putlam,  who  had  come  in  to  get  information 
as  to  the  Road  Ordinance,  of  which  they  had  heard  alarming  representations  from  Kandy,  that 
compulsory  labour  was  to  be  revived,  and  a  poll-tax  to  be  collected  of  ?s.  a^head.  As  in  other 
instances,  I  found  them  most  patient  and  accessible  to  reason  ;  my  contradiction  of  the  grosser 
misrepresentations  conveyed  to  them  prepared  them  to  acquiesce  in  the  justice  of  my  explanation 
as  to  what  was  the  real  object  of  the  Road  Ordinance,  and  the  propriety  of  the  very  small  con- 
tribution in  labour  which  the  Government  asked  in  aid  of  its  own  exertions  to  open  up  the 
interior  witli  bandy  roads  and  village  paths.  The  Moormen  at  once  perceived  and  admitted 
that  their  own  trade  and  living  were  involved  in  this,  and  the  Cingalese  villagers  that  their 
cultivation  and  the  sale  of  their  produce  were  contingent  on  it ;  and  at  tne  close,  when  I  appealed 
to  them  now  to  tell  me  what  they  thought  of  the  law,  and  whether  it  was  a  good  or  a  bad  one 
for  the  country,  the  Moormen,  who  had  been  most  noisy  at  the  banning  of  the  meeting,  stepped 
fi>rward  and  said  it  was  an  excellent  law,  and  they  had  to  thank  the  Government  for  passing 
it;  and  one  Cingalese  man  said  he  had  come  10  miles  from  his  village  to  get  this  ex|4anation, 
as  his  people  were  much  disturbed  by  the  reports  they  hcul  heard,  *'  but  he  would  now  go  back 
^ickly,  for  he  was  the  bearer  of  good  news  for  all  of  them.** 

37.  I  have  thus,  my  Lord,  in  the  course  of  18  days,  traversed  this  important  portion  of  the 
island,  which  comprises  the  principal  agricultural  districts  of  the  interior,  passing  south  to 
north,  from  Kandy  to  Anarajahpoora,  and  east  to  west,  from  Topare  to  Putlam.  I  have  been 
in  constant  communication  with  the  people,  meeting  them  daily  in  large  assemblages  and  con- 
versing with  them  in  their  fields  and  villages,  and  I  have  not  met  with  a  single  complaint 
against  the  new  Ordinances  that  was  not  distinctly  ascribed  either  to  alarm',  arising  from  totak 
ignorance  of  their  provisions,  or  discontent  produced  by  wilful  misrepresentation  of  their  object. 
As  to  the  Road  Ordinance,  which  was  the  principal  object  of  my  solicitude,  knowing  how  much 
it  had  been  misconceived  in  the  Kandyan  provinces,  owing  to  the  erroneous  reports  put  in  cir- 
culation by  the  chiefs,  I  took  especial  pains  to  ascertain  the  feelings  of  the  people,  and  to 
disabuse  their  minds  whenever  wrong  impressions  had  been  taken  up ;  and  I  cannot  hesitate  to 
state,  as  the  result  of  my  own  observation,  that  whenever  it  has  foirly  been  explained  to  the 
people,  they  are  quick  to  perceive  its  importance  in  promoting  the  improvement  of  their  own 
localities,  and  that  it  only  requires  to  be  made  known  to  ensure  its  welcome  reception  uni- 
versally. 

38.  As  to  political  excitement  or  discontent  with  the  Government,  no  single  expression,  even 
from  the  most  excited  of  the  people  whom  I  met  and  conversed  with,  could  lead  me  to  suppose 
that  such  a  feeling  exists  in  the  country ;  and  those  who  are  constantly  resident  in  it  and  observant 
of  the  people,  the  Government  Agents  who  acoompanied  me  each  in  his  own  province,  and  the 
Officers  of  the  Grovemment  m  the  Department  of  r ublic  Works,  who  are  moving  modi  among 
the  natives,  all  concur  in  their  assurances  that  no  such  feeling  is  to  be  found  amongst  any  class 
of  the  population.  The  Tamuk  of  the  north  and  west,  and  the  Moors,  who  are  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  eastern  province,  have  no  political  sympathies  with  the  Kandy ans ;  and  the 
Cingalese  of  Nuwerakalawya,  a  wide  and  populous  province,  expressed  themselves  to  me  con- 
tented and  grateful  to  the  Government  for  the  liberty  and  security  they  enjoy.  The  only  single 
expression  which  betokened  deep  feeling,  was  used  m  reply  to  my  inquiry  as  to  what  the  natives 
of  a  village  near  Rilligalle  had  to  suggest  for  the  suppression  of  cattle- stealing  in  their  district, 
when  an  old  man  said,  "  Our  own  kings  kept  down  such  practices>  and  we  Iook  to  your  Govern- 
ment to  suppress  them  now.** 

39.  But  the  Cingalese  are  a  versatile  and  feeble  race  at  best,  prone  from  immemorial  habit 
to  implicitly  believe  what  is  told  them  by  their  priests,  and  to  implicitly  obey  what  is  ordered 
by  their  chiefe.  It  would,  therefore,  be  rash  in  me  to  offer  any  assurance  of  confidence  in  the 
continued  tranquillity  of  a  people  exposed  to  such  influences ;  but  from  what  I  have  now  wit- 
nessed amongst  them,  their  peaceful  demeanour,  their  expressions  of  general  content,  their 
ready  avowal  of  what  they  felt  as  a  grievance,  and  their  candid  acknowledgment  of  what  was 
shown  to  be  an  error,  1  am  bound  to  say  that  I  should  be  surprised  and  disappointed  were  they 
to  make  any  demonstration  in  favour  of  the  Kandyan  rebels,  or  to  unite  in  any  political  move- 
ment for  the  restoration  of  a  Kandyan  monarchy. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  J.  Emersoh  Tbnnbkt. 
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(No.  143.)  No.  22. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Gbey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo, 
August  14,  1848. 

My  Lord,  {Received  September  25,  1848.) 

1.  I  PROPOSE  in  this  Despatch  to  furnish  to  your  Lordship  the  fullest 
information  in  my  power  with  r^ard  to  the  rebellion,  which,  as  I  have 
already  mentioned  in  my  Despatch,  No.  141,*  by  this  mail,  has  brokea  out  in 
some  portions  of  the  Kandyan  districts.  It  appears  to  me  that  a  simple 
narrative  of  facts,  supported  by  authentic  documents,  divested  of  all  extraneous 
matter,  will,  in  the  first  instance,  present  to  your  Lordship  the  clearest  view  of 
the  progress  of  events.  I  shall,  therefore,  reserve  for  a  separate  paper,  the 
various  observations  which  I  may  feel  it  my  duty  to  offer  respecting  the  origin 
and  the  tendency  of  the  present  excited  state  of  public  feeling  among  the 
natives  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  the  difficulties  which  we  may  stiU  have 
to  contend  with. 

2.  As  remarked  in  my  former  Despatches,  reports  of  a  very  indefinite 
character  had  on  several  occasions  been  made  to  me  that  a  new  pretender  was 
about  to  make  his  appearance.  Rumours  of  this  description  have  been  at  all 
times  so  frequent  at  this  season  of  the  year  (preceding  one  of  their  great 
festivals,  the  Perreharre),  and  on  the  present  occasion  were  so  vague  mid 
inconsistent  with  each  other  that  little  notice  was  taken  of  them.  It  was  not 
until  the  29th  of  June  that  anything  like  trustworthy  information  could  be 
obtained;  and  even  the  letter  which  I  enclose  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Police  at  Kandy,  although  it  speaks  of  a  pretended  king,  and  accuses  the 
priests  of  fomenting  disturbances,  expresses  entire  confidence  that  no  serious 
disturbance  or  insurrection  would  take  place. 

3.  The  next  report  upon  which  any  reliance  could  be  placed  was  addressed 
to  Mr.  Power,  the  Assistant  Government  Agent  at  Kaigalle  (in  the  Four 
Korles  district),  by  the  principal  native  headmen  (copy  enclosed),  under  him* 
on  the  23rd  of  July ;  and  it  gives  a  tolerably  clear  account  of  the  supposed 
plans  of  the  rebels  at  that  time.  From  this  statement  it  would  appear  that 
their  original  intention  was  to  have  deferred  their  attack  xmtil  the  heighth  of 
the  festival  of  the  Perreharre,  and  then  to  have  made  a  combined  descent  upon 
Kandy  on  the  night  of  the  full  moon  in  the  present  month  (the  15th  August). 

4.  In  the  meanwhile,  however,  the  disturbances  at  Kandy,  on  the  6th  July, 
had  taken  place,  as  before  reported,  in  which  the  people  were  ostensibly 
brought  together  to  complain  of  the  taxes,  and  were  entirely  unarmed,  so  that 
the  conclusion  was  then  arrived  at,  that  as  the  people  had  been  dispersed 
without  much  resistance  on  that  occasion,  and  no  mention  was  made  of  the 
pretended  king,  no  apprehension  need  be  entertained  of  the  appearance  of  any 
such  person  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  rebels  in  open  arms.  A  second  report 
was  sent  to  me  by  the  Superintendent  of  Police  at  Kandy  and  by  the  Govern- 
ment Agent,  dated  the  25th  July  (enclosed),  to  the  effect  that  a  great  number 
of  people  were  assembled  at  Matelle,  "  with  swords  and  fire-arms ;"  that  they 
were  headed  by  thieves  and  robbers,  but  no  mention  was  made  of  the  pretender. 

5.  A  strong  body  of  police  were  at  once  sent  out  in  that  direction,  with  the 
Superintendent,  Mr.  Loco  Banda,  at  their  head.  A  very  unsatisfactory  report 
of  the  state  of  things  in  that  neighbourhood  was  received  from  him  at  Kandy, 
late  in  the  evening  of  the  27th,  in  which  it  was  stated,  as  a  prevalent  rumour, 
that  the  pretended  king  had  been  crowned  in  the  temple,  at  Dambool,  the 
preceding  night  (at  what  was  deemed  a  lucky  hour);  that  the  post-office 
communication  was  stopped  on  the  Trincomalee  road,  and  further  assistance 
was  urgently  requested,  as  crowds  of  armed  people  were  reported  to  be 
assembled  in  all  directions.  Other  statements  were  likewise  sent  in  to  the 
Government  Agent,  at  Kandy,  by  the  police  magistrate,  as  well  as  by  two 
of  the  native  headmen,  which  induced  that  gentleman  (Mr.  Duller),  after 
conferring  with  the  commandant,  to  proceed  in  person  on  the  28th,  to  inquire 
into  the  actual  state  of  things  upon  the  spot.  He  had  only  proceeded  a  few 
miles  on  his  journey  when  he  met  the  police  magistrate  of  Matelle  hastening 
towards  Kandy  for  assistance,  who  stated  that  about  noon  on  that  day  a  riotous 
body  of  armed  people  entered  the  town,  and  as  the  police  stationed  there  were 
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compelled  to  retire,  they  proceeded  to  attack  and  destroy  the  public  buildings,        ceylow. 
including  the  magistrate's  residence  and  the  rest-house,  and  had  set  fire  to  or 
destroyed  the  public  bazaar.     The  number  of  armed  people  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Matelle  was  estimated  at  about  4000,  and  it  was  again  stated  that  a 
king  had  been  proclaimed. 

6.  Mr.  Buller  thereupon  immediately  returned  to  Kandy,  and  called  a 
meeting  of  the  resident  magistrates,  by  whom  it  was  immediately  resolved  that 
an  application  should  be  made  to  the  commandant  for  the  assistmice  of  a  strong  ^ 

body  of  troops.     I  enclose  a  copy  of  Mr.  Buller  s  report  and  the  proceedings.  : 
No  time  was  lost  in  making  preparation  for  the  departure  of  a  sufficient  military 
force,  and  at  10  o'clock  the  same  evening  the  detachments  detailed  in  the 
margin  left  Kandy,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Lillie,  an  old  and  expe-  i  captain,  a  Ucute- 
rieaced  officer  of  the  Ceylon  Rifles,  well  acquainted  with  the  country  and  iSS^rkik'Sdfik  d? 
with  its  inhabitants.    In  the  mean  time  the  police  force  was  augmented  in  Her  Maj«ty'i  istk 
Kandy,  and  a  great  number  of  special  constables  were  sworn  in.     The  Govern-  ]lSfj"ttIhrif  thi? 
ment  Agent  and  the  Deputy  Queen's  Advocate  accompanied  the  troops.  ceyiou  Rifle  Regi- 

7*  From  the  reports  which  I  have  now  the  honour  to  enclose  of  the  Com-  ""**' 

mandant,  Colonel  Drought,  the  officer  in  command  of  the  detachments,  Captain ^ 

Lillie,  and  from  the  Government  Agent,  Mr.  Buller,  your  Lordship  will  be  ^ 

enabled  to  gather  that  the  troops  marched  during  a  very  dark  and  rainy  night  7^^ 

for  a  distance  of  about  10  or  12  miles  without  molestation,  and  without  being 
able  to  see  an  enemy,  though  they  occasionally  heard  shots  fired,  probably  as 
signals.  Soon  after  daylight  they  fell  in  with  several  bodies  of  armed  men 
obstructing  the  roads  leading  to  Matelle  and  to  Wariapole.  An  attempt  was 
at  first  made  to  hold  a  parley  with  them,  and  with  a  view  to  make  prisoners 
of  some  of  the  leaders,  a  few  of  the  rifles  were  directed  to  move  upon  their 
flank,  upon  which  they  endeavoured  to  escape,  but  many  of  them  were  captured. 
Upon  this  a  strong  body  of  insurgents,  who  were  posted  upon  a  hill  about  200 
or  300  yards  distant,  opened  a  smart  fire,  by  which  one  man  of  the  15th  was 
wounded.  A  continued  engagement  then  took  place  between  the.  Rifles  and 
the  mmierous  bodies  of  the  natives  in  the  jungle,  the  detachment  of  the  15th 
regiment  keeping  possession  of  the  road,  and  firing  upon  the  enemy  wherever 
they  showed  themselves.  The  king  and  his  principal  followers  were  reported 
to  be  at  a  bungalow,  about  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  road,  and  Captain 
Lillie  proceeded  with  the  rifles  towards  it,  in  the  hope  of  capturing  or 
destroying  the  leaders  of  the  insurgents.  Unfortunately  the  pretender  managed 
to  escape,  though  with  difficulty,  leaving  his  palanquin  behind,  but  several  of 
the  rebels  were  shot  at  this  spot,  and  some  arms  and  gunpowder  were  found 
in  the  bungalow.  An  Englishman,  the  superintendent  of  the  estate,  was  also 
discovered,  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  suffering  greatly.  About  10  of  the 
rebels  were  found  to  be  killed  on  the  spot,  and  a  great  many  wounded ;  but 
it  has  since  been  ascertained  that  the  total  number  of  killed  and  wounded 
amounted  to  little  less  than  200.  On  our  side  only  one  man  was  wounded. 
The  rebels  dispersed  in  all  directions  through  the  jungle. 

8*  On  entering  the  town  of  Matelle  (or  as  it  is  more  properly  called  Fort 
MacDowall)  the  bazaar  was  found  burnt  down,  the  police  office  and  all  its 
records  destroyed,  and  much  damage  done  in  every  direction.  The  houses  and 
bungalows  upon  the  estates  upon  the  neighbouring  hills  were  plundered,  and 
the  whole  country  was  in  a  state  of  terror. 

9.  Information  of  these  occurrences  being  rapidly  brought  to  me  at  Colombo 
by  express,  I  lost  no  time  in  conferring  with  Major-General  Smelt  and  my 
Executive  Council,  as  to  the  measures  necessary  to  be  taken  in  such  an 
emergency.  The  serious  nature  of  the  revolt,  and  the  small  amouijt  of  our 
military  force  (the  Ceylon  Rifle  Regiment,  being  more  than  600  men  short  of 
its  full  compliment),  added  to  our  uncertainty  as  to  the  state  of  feeling  among 
the  inhabitants  of  other  parts  of  the  Kandian  country  (whose  loyalty,  judging 
from  past  experience,  could  never  be  depended  on),  induced  me,  without 
hesitation,  to  apply  to  the  Governor  of  Madras  for  immediate  military  assistance 
I  accordingly  wrote  to  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  while  the  Major-General  addressed 
Sir  George  I$erkley,  requesting  that  two  or  three  companies  of  infantry,  either 
European  or  native,  might  be  immediately  dispatched  to  Trincomalee,  and  that 
one  wing  of  a  European  regiment,  and  a  regiment  of  native  infantry,  might  be 
held  in  readiness  to  embark  at  a  moment's  notice  should  further  military 
iissisbince  be  deemed  necessary. 
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Map 
Vide  Appendix. 

11. 
12. 
13. 


14. 


1 0.  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  engaging  the  "  Lady  Mary  Wood"  (a  steamer 
belonging  to  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company),  which 
fortunately  happened  to  be  at  Galle  a*  the  time,  to  proceed  to  Madras  to  fetch 
the  troops  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  I  have  been  entirely  coBviaced, 
by  circumstances  which  have  since  occurred,  that  it  was  the  only  safe  and 
justifiable  course  to  pursue.  The  **  Lady  Mary  Wood"  reached  Madras  on 
the  morning  of  the  2nd  instant,  and  early  on  the  following  day  three  companies 
of  Her  Majesty's  25th  regiment,  upward!s  of  300  strong,  under  the  command  of 
Major  Deacon,  embarked  on  board  the  steamer  above-maitioned ;  and  the 
Honourable  Company's  steamer,  the  *^  Hugh  Lindsay,"  together  with  that 
camp  followers,  equipage,  and  ammunition.  Th^  landed  at  Trincomalee  oa 
the  5th  instant.     Correspondence  with  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  enclosed. 

On  the  following  day  the  troops,  which  were  already  in  garrison  at  tiiat 
station,  viz.,  two  companies  of  the  37th  Regiment  and  one  of  the  Rifles,  begdfi 
their  march  towards  Kandy,  to  clear  the  road,  and  cut  off  the  rebels  in  the  rear 
as  they  advanced. 

1 1.  I  now  return  to  the  progress  of  events  at  Kandy,  and  I  shall  forward  to 
your  Lordship  every  document  of  interest  connected  with  the  rebelUoa  But 
that  you  may  be  enabled  more  readily  to  trace  the  general  course  of  proceed^ 
ings,  and  particularly  the  distribution  of  our  military  force,  I  have  caused  a 
map  of  the  island  to  be  prepared,  showing  more  especially  the  points  of 
importance  in  the  Kandian  country,  and  having  all  the  military  posts  at  present 
occupied  by  detachments  marked  npon  it. 

12.  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  information  already  detailed,  I  caused  a  prock* 
mation  to  be  issued  placing  the  Kandian  district  under  martial  law,  and  a 
reward  of  100/.,  subsequently  increased  to  150Z.,  was  offered  for  the  apprehefr 
sion  of  the  pretended  king.  The  enclosed  report  from  Mr.  Duller,  of  the  3l8t 
July,  contains  the  narrative  of  his  proceedings  for?the  protection  of  the  estates, 
and  for  the  appreheni^on  of  the  rebels. 

13.  That  the  designs  of  the  rebels  were  much  move  extensive  than  had  been 
at  first  supposed,  and  that  a  secret  and  cunningly  fdanned  combination  had  for 
a  long  time  existed  among  the  chiefs  and  superior  headmen  for  the  purpose  «f 
creating  a  general  rising  of  the  Kandians  to  throw  off  the  British  yoke,  iriU 
be  apparent  from  the  &ct  of  the  simultaneousness  of  the  attanpts  to  create 
disturbance  in  several  places  at  the  same  time.     From  the  statements  of 
some  of  the  prisoners  already  captured,  there  is  ^ood  reason  to  believe  that  Ae 
scheme  was  made  to  explode  somewhat  earlier  than  was  intended.    If  we  can 
believe  the  accoimts  wWch  have  been  given  of  their  designs,  it  would  apP^ 
that  at  the  very  time  our  troops  were  on  the  march  to  Matelle  during  the  nigh^ 
the  jungle  on  both  ades  of  the  road  was  filled  with  thousands  of  anned  men 
(some  say  nearly  20,000),  who  watched  our  troops  as  they  passed,  but  whose 
purpose  it  was  not  to  attack  them  as  they  advanced,  but  to  cut  th^oa  off  frnm 
their  retreat  to  Kandy.     In  fact,  the  engagement  with  our  troops  at  Matdle 
would  seem  to  have  been  brought  on  by  accident,  the  real  plan  of  the  rebds 
being  (as  reported)  to  draw  as  many  of  our  troops  as  possible  out  of  Kaady, 
and  then  to  make  a  simultaneous  rush  into  the  town  from  various  points  on « 
Sunday  while  the  people  and  many  of  the  soldiers  were  at  church. 

14.  On  the  very  day  that  the  demand  for  military  assistance  at  Mi^ee 
reached  Kandy  (the  28th),  a  similar  requisition  was  brought  from  Kumegal\» 
the  centre  of  the  Seven  Korles  district,  and  about  26  miles  from  Kandy.  Bu* 
Colonel  Drought  having  few  troops  at  his  disposal,  and  being  then  on  the  pwD* 
of  sending  detachments  to  Matelle,  was  compelled  to  decline.  But  on  the 
following  day  a  more  urgent  application  was  made  in  person  hy  one  of  ihe 
magistrates  who  had  hurried  up  from  Kumegalle,  and  it  was  then  found  indis- 
pensable that  a  detachment  of  at  least  30  men,  and  two  officers  of  the  Ceylon 
Rifles,  should  be  despatched  to  that  station  without  loss  of  time  by  a  forced 
march.  On  their  arrival  they  found  the  town  of  Kurnegalle  already  in  posses- 
sion of  the  rebels,  who  were  still  entering  it  in  great  numbers  from  the  opposite 
side.  The  agenfs  office  (the  Cutcherry)  had  been  entered  and  plundereid,  all 
the  records  and  papers  being  torn  or  burnt,  and  the  mob  were  in  the  act  of 
trying  to  break  open  the  cash  chest,  when  the  troops  advanced  upon  the  build- 
ing. The  Court  House  of  the  district  judge  had  been  plundered,  and  thewhok 
of  the  records  destroyed ;  the  public  bazaar  had  been  burnt  down,  and  neariy 

,  every  house  in  the  place  damaged  (Report  of  the  Assistant  Grovernment  Agent 
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enclosed).     A-dded  to  which  the  gaol  had  been  broken  open,  and  all  the        CEYunf. 
prisoners  liberated. 

15.  The  Bifles  immediately  opened  their  fire  upon  the  disorderly  crowd  of 
armed  men,  who,  although  taken  almost  unawares,  attacked  them  as  they 
approached,  but  they  soon  took  to  flight,  leaving  9  or  10  killed  on  the  spot,  and 
many  wounded ;  26  dead  bodies  were  afterwards  buried ;  about  20  prisoners 
were  taken.  In  spite  of  this  severe  lesson,  the  rebels  entered  the  town  again 
two  days  afterwards,  viz.,  on  the  1st  instant,  but  retired  on  being  attacked  by 
the  Rifles  (suffering  some  loss),  and  a  second  attempt  on  the  same  day  was 

equally  unsuccessful  (Colonel  Drought  s  report  and  enclosures  sent  herewith). !iL_ 

The  smdll  detachment  of  the  Rifles  suffered  no  casualties. 

16.  On  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  I  caused  martial  law  to  be  proclaimed 
in  the  district  of  the  Seven  Korles.  Reinforcements  were  ordered  by  the 
Major-General  to  march  from  Colombo  to  the  interior.  Steps  were  taken  for 
calling  out  the  military  pensioners,  of  whom  there  were  nearly  300  in  different 
parts  of  the  island,  and  two  divisions  of  the  read  pioneers  were  brought  in  for 
the  purpose  of  escorting  baggage  and  assisting  the  troops.  A  reinforcement  of 
about  150  men,  of  the  37th  Regiment  and  Rifles,  reached  Kornegalle,  under 
Msgor  Layard,  on  the  2nd  instant,  and  a  similar  force  marched  on  to  Kandy 
under  the  command  of  Major  Lushington  (37th  Regiment),  which  they  reached 
on  the  morning  of  the  5th.  In  the  meantime,  the  respectable  inhabitants  at 
Kandy  who  possessed  arms,  had  placed  themselves  at  the  disposal  of  Colonel 
Drought  for  the  protection  of  the  town,  and  to  enable  him  with  less  difficulty 
to  send  out  detachments  of  troops  to  various  points  where  their  presence  was 
urgently  demanded,  not  only  for  the  protection  of  the  Europeans  and  peaceably 
di^sed  natives  from  rebels  and  plunderers,  but  to  give  encouragement  to  the 
Malabar  coolies,  and  prevent  their  being  driven  by  fear  from  the  estates. 
Ammunition  was  also  distributed  among  the  planters,  and  I  have  very  great 
satisfaction  in  assuring  your  Lordship  that  the  coolies  have  generally  behaved 
remarkably  well,  and  with  even  moderate  encouragement  have  proved  them- 
selves thoroughly  able  to  resist  the  intimidation  of  the  Kandians,  who,  though 
treadierous  and  vindictive,  are  represented  to  be  by  no  means  courageous.  It 
is  worthy  of  remark,  that  although  nearly  all  the  estates  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Matelle  have  been  plundered  and  otherwise  recklessly  damaged,  never- 
theless, in  all  other  districts,  and  indeed  on  some  of  the  estates  in  the  district  I 
have  named,  wherever  the  proprietors  of  the  estates,  or  the  superintendents, 
have  remained  upon  them  and  encouraged  the  coolies,  their  property  has  been 
preserved  from  injury. 

17.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  good  spirit  which  has  been  shown  by  the 
Europeans  generally  at  Kandy,  and  the  readiness  with  which  they  have  come 
forward  for  the  support  of  Government.  In  addition  to  ttiose  who  served  as 
special  constables  in  the  town,  the  police  magistrate,  Mr.  Hanna,  proceeded  iu 
company  with  about  20  gentlemen  on  horseback,  armed,  through  the  most  dis- 
turbed part  of  the  coxmtry,  visiting  the  estates,  and  distributing  arms  and  pro- 
visisons.  Others  were  employed  as  scouts  in  various  directions,  to  watch  the 
ferries  and  collect  information  as  to  the  movements  of  the  rebels.  It  was  feared 
that  they  might  aideavour  to  concentrate  in  Doombera,  near  Kandy,  and  then 
force  their  way  through  the  jungle,  towards  Badulla,  (our  weakest  point,  and 
the  seat  of  the  insurrection  in  1843,)  committing  depredations  on  the  estates  as 
they  proceeded.  The  rapid  movements  of  our  troops,  however,  disconcerted 
this  scheme  (if  ever  it  was  seriously  entertained),  but,  nevertheless,  as  Badulla 
is  an  isolated  station,  far  removed  from  supports,  it  was  thought  necessary  by 
the  Major^G^ieral  to  augment  the  detachment  there  to  100  men,  for  which 
purpose  a  small  party  of  Malays  were  ordered  to  move  up  from  Hambantotte, 
and  a  few  men  of  the  invalid  company  of  Rifles  were  sent  oy  sea  to  that  post. 

18.  The  temptation  offered  by  the  large  reward  for  the  capture  of  the  Pre* 
tender  induced  several  parties  in  di^uise  to  go  out  in  search  of  him,  but  at 
the  same  time,  as  the  possession  of  the  Buddhist  relic  or  tooth  has  always  been 
r^arded  by  the  Kandians  as  the  mark  of  sovereignty  over  their  country,  and  it 
was  stolen  and  carried  about  as  the  signal  for  rebellion  in  1818,  which  only 
terminated  with  the  recovery  of  it  (which,  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  took  place  at 
Matella,)  it  was  judged  right  by  the  Commandant  to  demand  the  keys  of  the 
temple  as  well  as  of  the  shrink  of  the  relic,  which  had  been  delivered  by  me 
itito  the  clmrge  of  two  priests  and  a  chief,  about  a  year  ago.    He  then  aswrcd 
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CEYLON.  himself  that  this  object  of  their  veneration  had'  not  been  removed  from  its 
accustomed  position,  and  converted  into  a  signal  for  rebellion.  The  examina- 
tion took  place  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Buller,  But  not  trusting  any  longer  to 
the  integrity  of  the  priests  or  chiefs  (by  whom  the  insurrection  has  been  en- 
tirely organized),  the  keys  have  for  the  present,  at  all  events;  been  retained  in 
the  possession  of  the  Commandant.  The  beating  of  tom-toms,:  and  the  collect- 
ing of  crowds  of  people  in  the  temples,  has  been  likewise  prohibited. 

19.  The  character  of  the  insurrection  may  be,  however,  in  some  degree  esti- 
mated from  the  fact,  that  one  of  the  most  desperate  robbers  in  the  islmid,  who 
had  more  than  once  escaped  from  gaol,  and  for  whose  apprehension  a  reward 
has  long  been  offered  by  Government,  was  an  attendant  upon  the  person  of  the 
pretended  king,  and  one  of  his  most  active  agents.  He  had  long  been  the  terror 
of  that  part  of  the  country ;  but  he  has  fortunately  be^i  captured,  Med  by 
court  martial  immediately,  and  shot,  exclaiming,  at  the  last  moment;  that  "  if 
"  the  king  had  had  three  men  about  him  as  bold  and  determined  as  myself,  he 
"  would  have  been  master  of  Kandy."  Several  other  prisoners  have  also  been 
tried  and  shot,  but  none  of  those  captured  previously  to  the  proclamation  of 
martial  law  have  yet  been  brought  to  trial,  and  there  is  great,  difficulty  in  deal- 
ing with  them,  however  desirable  it  may  be  to  make  sunmiary  examples,  as 
long  as  martial  law  continues  in  force. 

20.  With  a  view  to  encourage  those  among  the  native  inhabitants  who  had 
not  joined  the  rebels,  and  to  give  confidence  to  those  few  headmen  who  had 
rendered  assistance  to  Government,  as  well  as  to  deter  the  evil  disposed,  I 

— If: caused  the  address,  which  I  now  enclose,  to  be  translated  into  Singhalese,  and 

widely  circulated  throughout  the  country,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
effect  of  it  has  been  exceedingly  beneficial.  Notices  also  have  been  circulated, 
warning  the  people  that  if  they  were  found  absent  from  their  villages,  their 
property  would  be  liable  to  confiscation. 

21.  On  the  4th  instant,  a  man  who  assumed  the  title  of  king  in  the  Seven 
Korles  District,  and  who  turns  out  to  have  been  the  elder  brother  of  the  pre- 
tended king,  who  was  crowned  at  Dambool,  and  who  is  still  at  large^  was  cap- 
tured in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kurnegalle,  together  with  a  number  of  his 
followers,  by  a  party  of  the  Ceylon  Rifles,  and  on  the  following  day  he  was 
tried  by  court  martial,  and  shot.  Major  Layard's  report,  together  with  Colonel 

Drought's  enclosed. 

22.  From  the  statement  made  by  one  of  the  prisoners,  who  was  formerly 
the  highest  native  officer  of  Government  in  the  Matella  District,  but  had  been 
lately  dismissed,  it  would  appear  that  the  intention  of  the  two  brothers  was  to 
unite  the  followers  at  Kurnegalle,  had  not  this  party  been  arrested  and  that 
their  usual  place  of  resort,  when  not  desirous  of  strict  concealment,  was  in  the 
temples  or  in  the  preaching-rooms  of  the  priests. 

23.  Since  the  arrival  of  the  reinforcements  of  troops  at  Kurnegalle  and  the 
execution  of  one  of  the  pretended  kings,  no  further  attempt  has  been  made  by 

Ji: the  rebels  in  that  quarter.  The  report  which  I  enclose  from  Mr.  Sims,  a  police 

magistrate  on  the  borders  of  the  Seven  Korles,  in  which  are  detailed  the  stqps 
which  he  had  taken  to  aid  the  military  authorities,  by  visiting  the  villages  in 
the  most  disturbed  part  of  the  district,  escorted  only  by  a  small  party  of  10 
Malay  pensioners,  will,  I  think,  point  out  that,  with  firmness  on  the  part  of  the 
European  authorities,  no  mischief  need  be  apprehended,  except  in  the  case  of  a 
sudden  and  determined  outbreak,  in  some  one  particular  spot,  by  a  large  body 
of  people  suddenly  brought  together  from  more  distant  places. 

24.  The  most  recent  reports  from  Kurn^alle  lead  me  to  the  conclusion,  that 
all  is  at  present  quiet  in  that  neighbourhood,  although  the  villagers  have  not 
yet  entirely  returned  to  their  usual  occupations.  A  rumour  still  prevails,  that 
another  attack  will  be  made  on  the  day  of  the  full  moon,  to-naorrow,  the  15th ; 
but,  as  some  of  the  principal  leaders  of  the  insurrection  are  already  captured, 
and  a  strong  body  of  military  is  now  stationed  there,  I  do  not  apprehend  that 
any  further  attempt  will  be  made.  I  should  also  be  disposed  to  believe  that  the 
efforts  which  were  made  previously  to  the  outbreak,  by  agents  of  parties  in 
Colombo  to  create  dissatisfaction  among  the  people  of  that  district,  and  to 
induce  the  headmen  to  take  part  against  the  Government,  with  regard  to  the 
new  ordinances,  will  not  be  renewed  for  the  present.  I  shall  leave  no  means 
untried  to  discover  the  parties  who  were  the  active  agents  in  the  work. 

25.  Major  Layard,  and  a  small  detachment  from*  the  Kurnegalle  force^ha& 


17. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OF  CEYLON.  1/3 

pushed  on  by  the  road  towards  Dambool,  to  the  north  of  Matelle,  and  a  party  ceylon. 
of  Malay  soldiers  in  disguise,  but  well  armed,  have  been  sent  on  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Anarajapoora,  in  the  hope  of  capturing  the  Pretender,  who  is  reported  to 
have  retired  in  that  direction.  A  detachment  of  50  men  from  the  force,  ad- 
vancing from  Trincomalee,  has  also  been  sent  off  in  the  same  direction  to 
endeavour  to  restore  confidence  to  the  frightened  inhabitants  of  the  district  of 
Nuwerakalawiya,  who  were  deserting  their  villages,  and  hiding  themselves  in 
the  jungle. 

26.  Other  reports,  however,  state  that  the  Pretender  has  moved  down  to  the 
south-west  of  Kandy,  and  is  concealed  in  the  Four  Korles.  Certain  it  is,  how- 
ever* that  one  of  his  retreats  was  discovered  a  few  days  ago  in  Doombera,  by  a 
party  of  people  who  were  sent  out  by  Mr.  BuUer  to  trace  him,  but  as  he  was  at 
the  moment  surroimded  by  a  large  body  of  armed  men,  they  failed  in  making  a 
prisoner  of  him.  It  is  impossible,  however,  that  he  can  much  longer  maintain 
his  concealment,  or  avoid  being  captured.  The  people  who  are  about  him,  as 
well  as  the  inhabitants  generally  of  the  disturbed  districts,  will  soon  grow  weary 
of  a  useless  struggle,  and  must  shortly  return  to  their  villages  to  gather  in  the 
crops. 

27.  To  the  south  and  west  of  Kandy,  the  country  appears  to  be  quiet  and 
peaceful.  The  reports  which  have  reached  Colonel  Drought,  from  all 
quarters,  appear  to  be  generally  favourable,  ^ith  the  exception  of  the  misdeeds 
of  robbers  and  marauders,  who  profit  by  every  opportunity  to  plunder  deserted 
or  unprotected  houses.  The  most  recent  accounts  state,  that  the  people  belong- 
ing even  to  the  villages  about  Matelle  are  gradually  returning  to  their  houses ; 
but,  nevertheless,  large  bodies  of  armed  men  are  known  to  be  lying  in  the 
jungle  on  the  hills  to  the  north-east  of  that  district,  and  a  watch-fire  which  was 
purposely  lighted  by  our  troops  as  a  decoy,  two  nights  ago,  was  speedily 
answered  by  numerous  fires  upon  the  tops  of  the  surrounding  hills. 

28.  I  should  run  the  risk  of  deceiving  myself,  as  well  as  your  Lordship,  if  I 
expressed  too  great  a  degree  of  confidence  in  the  immediate  restoration  of 
absolute  tranquillity.  Those  officers  who  know  the  country  and  the  people 
bestj  and  speak  from  the  experience  they  gained  on  former  occasions,  seem  to 
be  of  opinion  that  the  present  is  only,  in  fact,  a  continuation  ol'  the  rebellion 
which  was  attempted  in  1843  ;*  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  present 
impostor,  who  has  been  set  up  as  king,  was  tried  at  BaduUa  on  that  occasion 
ibr  high  treason  (being  one  of  the  then  king's  attendants),  but  was  acquitted 
for  want  of  evidence;  or,  more  properly,  owing  to  the  corruption  of  the  jury. 
Many  others  who  were  then  implicated,  are  also  known  to  be  deeply  concerned 
in  the  present  outbreak. 

29.  Although  I  feel  persuaded  that  the  vigorous  and  energetic  measures 
already  adopted  to  crush  the  insurrection  at  its  outset  will  have  the  effect  of  deter- 
ing  the  rebels  from  undertaking  any  important  connected  movement,  and  will 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  rebellion  to  remoter  districts,  I  should  be  too  san- 
guine if  I  were  to  expect  that  perfect  tranquility  would  be  soon  restored. 
Some  little  time  must  probably  elapse  before  the  bodies  of  armed  men  will 
entirely  disperse,  or  the  mass  of  the  people  settle  down  into  their  ordinary 
avocations.  It  thought  that  efforts  are  still  being  made  to  rouse  the  people  in 
Ouvah  and  in  Bintenne ;  but  I  have  little  fear  of  the  result,  as  the  failure  of  the 
first  attempts  must  always  tend  materially  to  damp  the  ardour  of  the  leaders  in 
other  quarters. 

30.  It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  attentive  consideration,  that  the  Dewe  Nilleme,  or 
the  highest  of  the  native  chiefs,  and  the  lay  head  of  the  religion  of  the  people, 
the  only  survivor  of  all  those  chiefs  who  signed  the  treaty  of  1815,  who  took 
no  part  against  the  government  in  1818,  or  as  far  as  is  known,  on  any  subse- 
quent occasion,  is  believed,  on  pretty  good  testimony,  to  have  been  not  only 
cognizant  of  the  intended  insurrection,  which  has  just  broken  forth,  but  also  to 
have  played  his  part  in  getting  it  up.  The  probability  is,  that  in  his  old  age, 
he  was  made  a  tool  of  by  more  designing  men.  So  great  was  the  general  belief 
in  his  trustworthiness,  that  he  had  only  a  few  days  before  been  appointed  to 
the  charge  of  the  district  of  Matelle,  and  the  highest  titular  honour  in  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  bestow  had  been  promised  to  him.  He  is  now  in 
prison  at  Kiandy ;  the  whole  of  his  large  property  has  been  sequestered,  and 

*  See  Correspondence  on  attempted  rebellion  of  1843,  at  p.  348,  Appendix  to  this  Paper*, 
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CEYLON.  will  probably  be  finally  confiscated.  But  it  is  not  certain  that  there  may  be 
distinct  evidence  of  his  direct  participation  in  the  revolt  suffici^itly  strong  to 
lead  to  his  conviction. 

31.  If  such  prove  to  be  the  fact  with  regard  to  this  individual,  we  may  well 
a^,  who  among  the  chiefs  and  native  headmen  can  the  Government  trust  ?  In 
fact,  I  am  daily  more  and  more  convinced  that  a  new  organization  of  our 
whole  system  must  soon  be  commenced :  an  almost  herculean  task. 

32.  That  your  Lordship  may  be  in  possession  of  the  fullest  information  as 
to  the  means  which  have  been  adopted  to  afford  protection  to  the  people,  I 
have  solicited  from  the  Major-General   Commanding  a  copy  of  the  latest 

— — return  of  the  distribution  of  the  troops,  to  which  I  woidd  beg  to  draw  your 

Lordship's  attention. 

33.  The  latest  reports  from  various  stations  in  the  maritime  districts  are  all 
favourable.  In  some  places  the  people  were  alarmed  by  uncertain  rumours 
which  were  spread  among  them,  with  regard  to  the  expected  descent  of  the 
Kandians  towards  the  sea  coast.  But  the  presence  of  a  few  soldiers  or  Malay 
pensioners,  wherever  they  could  be  spared,  served  to  re-assure  tl^e  timid^  and 
to  prevent  them  from  leaving  their  villages  to  retire  to  the  jungle. 

34.  The  attempts  emanating  from  Colombo  to  excite  discontent  in  some  other 
places  have  been  generally  quite  unsuccessful,  although  the  influence  of  the  head- 
men over  the  people  naight  be  sufficient  to  unsettle  their  minds  and  lead  them 
into  mischief  without  understanding  the  merits  of  the  questions  put  before 
them.  I  become  daily  more  convinced  that  a  vigorous  hand  must  be  held  over 
the  Singhalese  population  of  this  island  in  all  parts,  and  that  although  they  are 
generally  a  tractable  and  timid  race,  they  should  be  made  to  feel  the  direct 
authority  of  the  Government  to  be  at  all  times  superior  to  the  petty  tyranny 
and  thraldom  of  their  headmen,  who  are  the  unpaid  and  little  dependent  ser- 
vants of  Government,  too  numerous  to  be  effective,  and  too  prejudiced  to  be 
trusted. 

35.  Under  the  more  tranquil  aspect  of  affairs  which  I  have  now  detailed,  I 
have  already  felt  myself  justified  (after  consulting  the  Major-General  and  my 
Executive  Council)  in  reporting  to  the  Governor  of  Madras  that  the  additional 
troops  which  I  had  requested  might  be  held  in  readiness  would  not  be  immediately 
required ;  and  I  hoped  that,  if  the  season  continued  healthy,  and  the  insurrec- 
tion spread  no  further  (as  I  hoped),  their  presence  might  be  altogether  dis- 
pensed with.  But  I  shall  continue  to  hold  the  colonial  steamer,  "  Seaforth," 
in  readiness  to  proceed  again  to  Madras  shoidd  unforeseen  circumstances  arise. 

36.  I  am  much  concerned,  my  Lord,  at  the  additional  expenditure  of  money 
which  will  be  occasioned  by  the  various  active  measures  I  have  been  compelled 
to  adopt.  I  have  endeavoured  to  exercise  the  utmost  economy  which  the 
nature  of  the  operations  would  permit.  It  was  distinctiy  intimated  to  me  by 
Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  that  the  detachment  of  the  25th  Regiment  would  draw 
full  batta,  and  be  continued  upon  the  India  establishment  Considerable  ex- 
pense will  be  incurred  by  the  Commissariat  Department,  and  in  the  hire  of 
buUock-carts  and  coolies.  Other  minor  expenses  will  also  have  been  neces- 
sarily incurred.  Under  all  circumstances  I  shall,  I  fear,  be  unable  to  meet  the 
demands  upon  the  Treasury  with  the  immediate  fimds  at  my  di^osaL  I  have 
hitherto  refrained  from  applying  to  the  Government  of  Madras  for  pecimiary 
assistance^  but  I  have  made  a  very  equitable  arrangement  with  the  Oriental 
Bank  here,  that,  if  required,  they  shall  supply  me  with  silver  money  in  such 
sums  as  from  time  to  time  may  be  required,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  60,000/. 
sterling,  to  be  repaid  on  or  before  the  31st  of  December,  with  interest  not 
beyond  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum.  I  have  not  as  yet  had  occasion 
to  avail  myself  of  this  arrangement,  but  it  can  scarcely  be  possible  that  I  can 
very  long  defer  asking  for  a  loan  to  a  small  extent. 

37.  It  is  my  duty  earnestly  to  request  your  Lordship's  instructions  as  to  the 
course  which  I  may  be  authorized  to  pursue  for  the  provision  of  funds  to  meet 
this  extraordinary  and  unforeseen  expenditure.  The  explosion  which  has  now 
taken  plac6  has  been  gradually  accumidating  its  force  for  years  past,  and  must 
be  principally  attributed  to  the  policy  long  pursued  with  regard  to  the  Kandian 
I)eople  before  I  arrived  in  the  country. 

38.  I  MTould  only  further  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  as  bills  on  England 
can  now  be  sold  here  at  a  very  high  premium  (from  7  to  10  per  cent.),  it 
will  be  an  advantageous  moment  for  me  to  draw  upon  the  Lords  of  Her 
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Majesty's  Treasury,  should  you  deem  it  advisable,  to  solicit  their  Lordships*        ceylon. 
authority  for  me  to  adopt  (however  reluctantly)  that  expedient  in  the  present 
emergency. 

39.  In  conclusion,  my  Lord,  I  have  only  further  to  remark,  that  the  present 
has  been  to  me  a  period  of  xmusual  anxiety  and  incessant  toil.  I  feel  bound  to 
state  that  the  military  authorities  and  soldiers  generally  have  been  actuated  by 
the  most  energetic  and  soldier-like  spirit.  They  have  started  with  alacrity  to 
make  forced  marches  on  the  briefest  notice,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
instance  whatever  of  misconduct  has  occurred.  The  soldiers  of  the  Ceylon 
Rifle  Regiment  have  proved  themselves  particularly  well  adapted  for  the  pecu- 
liar service  which  has  been  required  from  them  in  a  country  such  as  this ;  they 
have  behaved  bravely  and  steadily  on  all  occasions. 

40.  I  have  been  ably  seconded  and  supported  on  every  occcasion  by  the  advice 
and  assistance  of  Major-General  Smelt,  and  have  had  much  reason  to  admire  the 
soldier-like  spirit,  active  energy,  and  clear  and  correct  judgment  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Drought  of  the  15th  Regiment,  who  has  retained  the  command  of  the 
Kandian  districts  during  the  whole  of  this  period, 

41.  I  am  unwilling  to  pass  over  this  opportimity  of  mentioning  the  advantage 
which  was  derived  from  the  presence  at  Kandy  of  Sir  Herbert  Maddock,  the 
Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  who  readily  afforded  the  benefit  of 
his  advice  and  long  experience  in  the  East  to  the  authorities  on  the  spot.  My 
thanks  are  due  to  him,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  his  own  estate  has  suffered 
much. 

42.  Sir  Emerson  Tennent  proceeded  to  Kandy  on  the  1 1th  instant,  and  it  is 
my  intention  to  visit  it  in  person  myself  on  the  16  th,  inmiediately  after  the 
mail  is  dispatched.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  concert  such  measures  as  will  ensure 
the  restoration  of  tranquillity,  and  tend  to  induce  the  people  without  fear  to 
return  to  their  ordinary  and  peaceful  avocations. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  22.  End  1  in  No.  22. 

Dear  Sir,  Kandy,  June  29,  1848 

I  HEREWITH  forward  translation  of  a  report  received  from  one  of  the  sergeants  of  police 
whom  I  sent  out  to  Upper  Dumbera,  (Nugalliadde  Koralle,)  at  the  direction  of  Mr.  Buller. 

The  sergeant  states  that  there  is  a  talk  around  the  country  of  a  certain  person  going  about 
pretending  himself  to  be  a  prince,  or  some  high  authority,  exciting  the  common  people  to  acts 
of  insubordination.  This  individual,  I  understand,  was  a  few  days  ago  seen  at  Four  Korles, 
in  the  district  of  Kaigalle,  and  is  now  going  to  Badulla,  in  order  to  proceed  to  Katregamme 
Temple ;  to  these  reports  I  assure  you  that  no  credit  can  be  given,  being  fully  aware  of  the  dis- 
position of  Kandyans  in  uttering  falsehoods. 

But,  however,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  there  are  evil-diq)osed  persons  amongst  them  who, 
by  false  reports,  &c.>  are  able  to  stir  up  others  to  commit  a  disturbance ;  but  I  am  quite  oon- 
tident  that  no  serious  disturbance  or  insurrection  will  take  place. 

I  however  consider  it  necessary  to  inform  these  matters  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
through  you,  in  a  private  manner,  as  there  is  no  means  of  doing  so  officially,  the  information 
received  oeing  without  any  grounds.  In  doing  so  I  must  state  that  the  Kandyans  of  this  pro- 
vince seem  greatly  dissatisfied  of  the  money  that  is  now  levied  on  guns,  &c. 

I  also  beg  to  state  that  tlie  priests  and  the  people,  who  are  goin^  out  on  pilgrimage  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  are  the  causers  of  these  disturbances.  These  deluded  country  people,  who 
accompany  the  priests  in  order  to  consult  on  political  affairs,  are  always  told,  to  amuse  them, 
that  a  person  of  great  power  will  come  to  the  Kandyan  country  to  upset  the  British  Govern- 
ment, &c.,  on  the  hearing  of  which  they  proclaim  the  same  to  the  country  people  as  a  matter 
of  great  consequence. 

This  I  have  known  from  experience  as  a  practice  amongst  the  Kandyans,  especially  about 
this  time  of  the  year. 

I  remain,  &c., 
W.  D.  Bernard,  Esq.,  Colombo.  (Signed)  D.  L.  Banoa. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  22.  End.  2  in  No.  22. 

Sir,  Kaigalle,  July  23, 1848. 

Knovhkg  that  it  is  a  part  of  my  duty  to  inform  you  what  I  hear,  although  it  is  not  on 
good  authority,  yet  ^re  is  reason  to  believe  there  is  a  Pretender  to  the  Kandian  throne^now 
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CKYLO>r.  Concealed  in  the  jungle  at  Matelle,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dambool,  collecting  arras  and 

-"■""  ammunition  (aided  and  assisted  by  Kandian  chiefs  and  others,  who  by  the  recent  ordinances  of 

Government,  upon  the  subject  of  taxes,  have  become  discontented)  to  carry  on  war ;  they 
intend  to  divide  the  large  body  of  people  they  have  there  into  two  pailies^  one  party,  to  whom 
the  Seven  Corles  people  are  to  join,  to  rush  down  at  once  to  Kurnegalle,  and  tlien  to  go  to 
Kandy  by  Kaigalle,  plundering  the  country;  and  the  other  party,  to  whom  the  people  of 
Matelle  and  Dumbere,  &c.,  are  to  join,  to  rush  down  to  Kandy;  the  two  parties  to  meet  at 
Kandy  on  the  night  of  next  full  moon  day,  the  15th  of  August  next,  at  Perehare.  I  do  not 
know  how  far  this  report  can  be  believed,  but  I  beg  inquiry  to  be  made  from  Mr.  Duller  and 
Mr.  Waring. as  regards  the  truth  of  it ;  in  case  of  any  truth  of  this,  I  would  recommend  at  least 
a  few  Malays  may  be  applied  for  to  be  stationed  at  Kaigalle  for  a  few  days. 

Having  understood  a  Malabar  vagrant  intended  to  come  to  my  district  yesterday  by  Seven 
Corles,  I  took  about  50  men  and  went  in  search  of  him;  hearing  that  I  was  in  the  vicinity,  he 
came  to  the  borders  of  my  district,  and  returned  back  to  Seven  Corles.  This  man  is  the 
eldest  brother  of  the  supposed  Pretender. 

I  have,  &c... 

The  Assistant  Government  Agent,  Kaigalle.  (Signed)  D.  David, 

R.M.  ofBelligalKorle. 

P.S.  I  will  make  further  and  strict  inquiry  into  this  matter,  and  report  it  to  you. 

(Signed)  D.  D. 


End.  3  in  No.  22.  Enclosure  3  in  No.  22. 

Dear  Sm,  Kandy,  July  25,  1848. 

Skveral  reports  were  this  morning  sent  to  Kandy,  both  to  me  as  well  as  the  Government 
Agent,  stating  that  a  great  number  of  people  are  assembled  with  swords  and  fire-arms  at 
.Matelle,  between  Dambool  and  Nalande,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  alarm. 

That  after  some  consultation  with  the  Government  Agent,  and  the  District  Judge  jtist  now, 
we  have  come  to  the  resolution  of  keeping  quite  q\iiet  about  it  until  they  (the  mob  assembled) 
would  commit  some  disturbance,  so  as  to  enable  the  authorities  to  bring  them  to  justice. 

As  I  have  already  observed,  in  my  former  correspondence,  it  is. so  now,  my  humble  opinion, 
that  one-half  of  these  reports  are  unfounded;  however,  it  would  be  advisable  that  we  be  always 
on  the  look  out,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  some  prisoners,  who  were  either  acquitted,  or 
absconded  from  the  public  gaols,  are,  by  joining  with  some  low  country  Cingalese  and 
desperate  Kandyans,  now  disturbing  the  villagers. 

I  remain,  &c., 

W.  D.  Bernard,  Esq.,  Colombq.  (Signed)  D.  L.  Bandar. 


End.  4  in  No.  22.  Enclosure  4  in  No.  22. 

Government  Agent's  Office,  Kandv, 
Sir,  July  28, 1848. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  for  his  Excellency*s  information,*  that  during  Thursday 
night  many  reports  were  received  by  me  from  various  parties,  among  others  from  Dulcevo 
Maha  Nilleme,  and  from  the  two  Rattemahatmeyas  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern  Divisions  of 
Matelle,  and  from  the  police  magistrate  of  that  station,  to  the  effect  that  the  people  were 
gathering  in  great  numbers,  and  armed  with  guns,  swords,  and  spears. 

Early  this  morning  I  conferred  with  the  Commandant,  laying  before  him  the  intelligence 
which  had  reached  me.  The  issue  of  our  consultation  was,  that  it  would  be  desirable  for  me 
in  the  first  instance  to  proceed  to  Matelle,  and  ascertain  by  personal  inquiry  and  inspection  the 
real  state  of  affairs  before  any  troops  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  disturbed  district.  The 
Commandant  moreover  suggested,  that  Captain  Lillie,  the  staff  officer,  should  accompany  me 
in  order  to  make  arrangements  for  the  accommodation  and  provisioning  of  the  troops,  should 
it  eventually  appear  necessary  to  march  them  towards  Matelle. 

I  accordingly  proceeded,  accompanied  by  Captain  Lillie,  at  1 1  o'clock  this  morning  towards 
Matelle.  On  our  way  we  met  many  residents  of  Matelle  flying  in  alarm  into  Kandy.  About 
six  miles  from  Matelle  we  encountered  Mr.  Waring,  the  police  magistrate  of  the  district, 
hastening  into  Kandy,  having  remained  at  Matelle  until  the  armed  rabble  had  begun  to  enter 
the  town,  when  having  no  force  Jbut  a  few  policemen  to  aid  him,  the  superintendent  of  police, 
and  all  the  headmen  having  quitted  the  place,  he  considered  it  utterly  useless  to  remain  there 
any  longer.  Mr.  Waring  informed  me  that  about  12  o'clock  this  day  the  rabble  entered  the 
town  of  Matelle,  beating;  tom-toms,  blowing  horns,  and  armed  with  guns,  spears,  and  swords; 
that  shortly  after  he  had  left  Matelle,  tie  met  with  a  Mr.  MacFarlane  going  into  the  bazaar, 
as  he  said,  to  see  what  the  commotion  was.  Tliis  gentleman  very  soon  returned  and  informed 
him,  that  he  had  seen  the  mob  in  the  act  of  battering  down  the  doors  and  windows  of  the 
Rest  House,  and  that  he  considered  it  advisable  for  his  own  safety  to  proceed  withMr.  Waring 
into  Kandy.    1  should  mention  that  on  the  previous  day  Mr.  Waring  had  induced  a  Mr. 
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Clark,  a  gentleman  from  an  estate  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  proceed  to  the  spot  where  the  CEYLON, 

rabble  were  collected,  who  reported  that  having  approached  very  closely  as  near  as  he  judged 
consistent  with  his  personal  safety,  he  estimated  the  number  of  people  then  visible  to  him  at 
about  4000  men,  armed  as  stated  by  Mr.  Waring. 

This  intelligence  was  fully  borne  out  by  the  information  I  received  this  morning  from  a  re- 
spectable native,  who  at  my  reouest  had  gone  among  the  body  of  people.  After  the  informa- 
tion thus  communicated  by  tne  police  magistrate  of  Matelle,  I  thought  it  proper  to  return 
without  delay  to  Kandy,  and  to  intimate  to  the  Commandant  the  intelligence,  and  to  state  that 
in  my  opinion  the  military  should  be  held  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  immediate  service.  I 
'  then  called  together  the  several  justices  of  the  peace,  and  individuals  mentioned  in  the  accom- 
panying document  marked  A.  Finding  my  own  judgment  forti6ed  by  their  unanimous 
opinion^  I  accordingly  transmitted  the  document  marked  A  to  the  Commandant.  The  Com- 
mandant has  apprizea  me  that  100  men  of  Her  Majesty's  15th  Regiment,  and  100  of  the 
Rifles,  will  march  from  Kandy  at  8  o'clock  this  evening.  I  am  now  preparing,  together  with 
the  Deputy  Queen's  Advovate,  to  accompany  the  troops. 

I  should  add,  that  the  first  step  I  took  this  morning  was  to  dispatch  all  the  available  police 
constable  to  Matelle,  and  increased  the  force  in  Kandy  by  50  additional  constables.  The 
police  magistrate  of  Kandy  is  now  employed  in  swearing  in  the  special  constables. 

I  shall  from  time  to  time  dispatch  reports  to  the  assistant  agent  Mr.  Morphew,  who  has  my 
instructions  to  forward  them  to  you  immediately. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Signed)  C.  R.  Buller^  Agent. 

The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary,  Colombo. 


CA.) 

Present : — 

C.  R.  BuUer,  Esq.,  Oovemment  Agent  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Ceylon. 

The  Rev.  S.  O.  Glenie. 

S.  Hanna,  Esq.,  Police  Magistrate  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

E.  S.  Waring,  Esq.,  ditto,  ditto. 

C.  Stewart,  Esq.,  Deputy  Queen's  Advocate  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

J.  Morphew,  Esq.,  Acting  Assistant  Agent  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Mr.  Duller  and  Mr.  Waring  having  returned  from  the  Matelle  district,  the  latter  having 
represented  that  the  town  of  Matelle  has  been  taken  by  a  body  of  Kandians  armed  with 
swords,  guns,  and  spears,  amounting  to  about  ^000,  and  that  he  was  compelled  in  consequence 
to  fall  back  on  Kandy,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  Commandant  should  be  requested 
to  send  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  such  a  force  as  may  appear  to  him  sufficient  to  disperse 
the  rabble. 

(Signed)  C.  R.  Bullbr. 

S.  O.  Glenie. 

S.  Hanna. 

E.  S.  Waring. 

Charles  Stewart. 

J.  Morphew. 

Note. — At  the  time  that  Mr.  Waring  left  Matelle,  the  armed  rabble  were  engaged  in  bat- 
tering down  the  Matelle  Rest  House. 

It  is  commonly  reported  that  this  rabble  are  in  open  rebellion,  having  proclaimed  an  indi- 
vidual king  of  Kandy,  and  called  upon  all  to  obey  his  orders. 

The  Government  Agent  and  the  Deputy  Queen's  Advocate  will  accompany  the  troops. 

(Signed)  C.  R.  Bullbr,  Government  Agent. 

Government  Agent's  Office,  Kandy,  July  28,  1848. 
Col.  Drought,  Commandant,  Kandy. 


Enclosure  5  in  No.  22.  End.  5  in  No.  22. 

Kandy,  July  30, 1848, 
My  Lord,  6  o'clock,  p.  m. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  Captain  Lillie's  report  of  operations,  while  in  command 
of  a  detachment  of  troops  which  I  intrusted  to  his  charge  against  a  large  body  of  insurgents 
who  had  risen  in  rebellion,  and  possessed  themselves  of  the  town  of  Matelle.  It  appears  that 
his  march  on  that  place  has  been  attended  with  complete  and  entire  success.  Within  a  mile  of 
the  town  he  was  met  and  opposed  by  the  insurgents,  and^  after  being  fired  on^  he  ordered  bis 
men  to  attack,  which  terminated  in  the  insurgents  having  8  killed^  several  wounded,  and 
upwards  of  40  taken  prisoners,  amongst  whom  there  is  a  chief;  this  had  the  effect  of  com- 
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CipFLQljF*         plotely  roHting  and  dispersing  not  only  those  that  opposed  the  troops>  but  the  endre  of  those 
^  assembled^ 

Captain  LilHe  reports,  to  me, .that  nothing  could  exceed  the  excellent  conduct  of  every  in- 
dividual under  his  command,  which  was  composed  of  1  captain,  2  subalterns,  4  sergeants, 
1  bugler^  and  100  rank  and  file  of  Her  Majesty*^  15th  Regiment ;  and  1  captain,  4  subalterns, 
4  sergeants,  2  buglers,  and  100  rank  and  file  of  the  Ceylon  Rifle  Regiment  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  the  troops  suffered  no  loss,  having  only  1  private  of  the  15th  Ki^ment  wounded.. 

I  shall  nowt  take  the  liberty  of  referring  your  Lordship  to  Captain  LilUe's  Report,  whoi,  I 
beg  leave  to  assore  your  Elxcelleacy,  has  conducted  the  affinr  most  judicbusly,  and  to  my 
entire  satisfaotionw 

Captain  Watson,  with  the  entire  of  the  detachment  of  the  Ceylon  Rifles,  remains  stationed  at 
Matdle ;  the  detachment  of  the  15th  are  now  on  their  return  here,  in  charge  of  the  prisoners, 
who,  having  been  captured  previous  to  the  issuing  of  the  proclamation  placing  the  Kandyan 
District  under  martial  law,  cannot,  I  presume  be  proceeded  agjainst  by  court  martiaL  I. 
am  inclined  to  hope  that  this  early  success  over  seTeral  thousands  will  have  the  eflfect  of  keeping. 
other;iU*di8f¥>6ed  persons  from  mischief. 

I  feel  satisfied  that  your  Lordship  will  be  gratified  at  hearing  that  all  the  repprts  which  I 
have  received  throughout  this  day  are  nMst  satisfactory,  as  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the 
surromding  country.  Koraegalle  I  have  not  yet  heard  from  since  the  detachment  marched 
from  here  for  that  place.  I  cannot  close  this  despatch  without  acquainting .  ^our  Excellency 
that  I  have  received  the  most  gratifying  proofs  of  loyalty  from  very  many  individuals,  who  have 
offered  their  services  in  any  way  that  I  deemed  desirable  to  employ  them. 

I  have,  &c^ . 

His  Excellency  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)  J.  A.  Drought, 

&c.  &c.  &C.  Lieut.-Colonel,  15th  Regiment,  Commandant. 


End.  6  in  No.  22.  Enclosure  6  in  No.  22. 

Mt  Dear  Colonel,  Kandy,  July  31,  1848,  at  3  o'clock. 

As  my  report  to  you  of  yesterday  was  hJeiatilv  written^  uader*  the  circumstances  and  in 
some  respects  not  altogether  accurate^  I  avail  myself  of  the  first  moment  after  my  return  here 
to  ^ve  you  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  operations  of  the  detachment. under  my^ command. 

We  marched,  as  you  are  aware,  at  10  o'clock  f.m.,  x>n  the  28th.  In  •consequence  of  the 
detention  in  crossing  the  Bandies  with  the  provisions,  &c.,  over  the  river,  it  was  half-past  12 
o'clock  before  I  was  enabled  to  march  from  the  other  side.  There  were  no  persons  to  be  met 
with  on  the  road,  as  not  an  individual  appeared.  About  9^^  miles  from  hence  a  shot  was 
fired  within  a  few  yards  of  the  troops,  but  no  one  was  hit.  I  have,  however,  to  remark  that 
it  "was  pitch  dark,  with  a  drizzling  rain,  until  the  day  broke,  at  the  Rest  House  of  Ballacadua. 
Half  a  mile  further  on  two  more  shots  were  fired  close  in  rear  of  it,  but  as,  from  where  they  were 
fired,  I  think  they  were  merely  intended  to  give  warning  of  the  approach  of  the  troops,  as  they 
could  not;  from  the  position  they  were  fired,  hit  any  of  the  men.  Half  way  down  the  pass  a 
shot  was  fired  from  a  gingall  gun,  I  conclude  from  the  report,  as  it  was  some  distance  off:  this 
was  with  the  same  object — a  signal.  Soon  after  daylight,  and  a  mile  from  Matella,  being 
with  the  advanced  guard.  I  saw  some  natives  armed  on  the  road  leading  to  Wariapoola,  and 
some  on  the  side  nf  the  Matelle-road,  close  in  my  front.  As  I  approached  them  those  next 
me  seemed  disposed  for  a  parley,  and  I  went  up  to  them  without  any  molestation,  and  left  some 
of  my  party,  to  look  after  them,  and  went  for  Mr.  BuUer,  the  Government  Agent,  who  was 
close  in  my  rear.  I  told  him  of  the  circumstances,  and  he  came  with  me ;  and  we  went  to 
the  natives,  who  seemed  to  command  the  party*  I  then  asked  for  his  instructions  how  to  act, 
and  I  was  directed  to  make  them  prisoners.  When  they  perceived  a.  party  moving  on  their 
flank,  which  I  had  ordered  to  get  in  their  Tear,  they  made  an  attempt  to  escape,  but  almost  all 
those  in  front  were  secured.  When  this  was  perceived  by  the  insurgents  in  the  jungle  on  a  hill, 
from  200  to  300  yards  distant,  they  commenced  firing,  and  the  balls  were  hitting  the  trees 
about,  and  one  man  of  the  15th  Regiment  was  slightly  wounded.  I  then  ordered  the  Rifles 
under  Captain  Watson  to  enter  the  jungle  on  their  flank,  and  to  endeavour  to  intercept  them. 
They  soon  came  up  with  a  party,  and  a  conflict  ensued,  in  which  the  rebels  were  completely 
routed,  with  loss  of  six  killed  and  several  wounded  ;  eight  of  the  latter  were  made  prisoners. 
I  kept  the  15th  Regiment  in  reserve  on  the  high  road.  When  the  jungle  was  completely 
cleared,  and  the  Rifles  had  returned,  I  was  informed  that  a  large  party  of  the  insurgents  had 
taken  possession  of  the  bungalow  of  the  Wariapoolo  estate.  I  determined  at  once  to  march 
with  the  Rifles,  to  attack  them.  It  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  high  road.  Here  Mr. 
Adams,  a  volimteer  civilian,  offered  to  act  as  guide.  Just  as  we  got  close  to  the  house,  we  saw 
the  natives  running  from  it,  and  I  made  a  rush  forward  with  the  men  in  front.  During  our 
advance  wte  were  fired  at  by  some  of  the  insurgents  in  the  adjoining  jungle  on  its  flank ;  but,  I 
am  glad  to  say,  without  any  casualty  on  our  part.  Three  of  the  natives  were  shot  at  this 
bungalow,  one  attempting  to  make  his  escape  from  the  window  of  the  up-stairs  floor.  Here  we 
fdundthe  palanquin  of  the  Pretender,  which  the  Rifles  broke  into  pieces  before  I  could  save  it. 
We  captured  30  lbs.  of  gunpowder.  Here  I  found  Mr.  Baker,  the  Superintendent,  tied  by  the 
legs  and  arms  to  the  verandah  railing,  and  suffering  great  torture  from  the  tightness  of  the 
ropes  and  his  position.     I  bad  him  released  from  his  bands;  his  skin  was  quite  discoloured. 
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He  was  removed  with  the  party  to  Matelle,  where  he  received  medical  assistance  from  Dr.         OSYLQN. 
Samtant  of  the  Rifles.     After  dispersing  the  insurgents  in  this  locality,  I  marched  the  whole  ""^ 

party  with  the  prisoners  to  Matelle,  which  I  reached  before  nine  o'clock  a.m. 

Here  I  am  concerned  to  say  we  found  Mr.  Waring's  house  and  the  Rest  House  completely 
plundered,  and  all  the  furniture  broken  into  pieces;  the  doors  and  windows  treated  in  the 
same  manner.  The  bazaar  was  also  being  much  plundered,  and  almost  all  the  natives  had 
abandoned  it,  and  went  into  the  jungle ;  but  they  soon  returned  when  they  ascertained  that  we 
were  in  possession  of  the  town. 

I  cannot  close  this  Report  without  bringing  to  your  notice  the  admirable  good  conduct  of 
both  of  the  detachments ;  there  was  not  a  man^  European  or  Malay,  either  absent  or  drunk. 
Captain  Watson^  of  the  Rifles^  is  entitled  to  my  especial  thanks  for  the  gallant  manner  he  led 
his  men  through  the  jungle  and  drove  out  the  natives.  He  seized  one  of  the  first  of  the  insur- 
gents captured  in  the  skirmish,  when  they  first  made  a  stand ;  at  this  time  one  of  them  macb 
rush  with  a  spear  at  Lieut.  Rutherford^  which  he  parried  with  his  sword  ;  the  man  was  killed 
immediately  after  by  a  rifleman  who  was  close  to  Lieut.  Rutherford.  From  the  circumstance 
of  my  keeping  the  15th  Regiment  in  reserve,  they  had  no  opportunity  except  at  the  outset  of 
taking  any  part  in  the  brushy  although  most  anxious  to  be  in  the  front.  They  are  entitled  to 
my  notice  from  their  steady  and  soldier-like  conduct  while  under  my  short  command.  Mr. 
Adams,  who  I  have  already  mentioned,  afibrded  me  very  valuable  assistance ;  he  was  under 
fire  from  first  to  last,  and  in  front  with  the  skirmishers,  and,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  locality, 
was  most  useful.  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  the  lesson  the  insurgents  received  yesterday  will 
have  the  efliEfCt  of  quelling  the  rebellion  in  the  Matelle  District.  As  far  as  I  can  judge,  the 
well-disposed  have  gained  confidence,  and  the  reports  from  the  vicinity  state  that  tlie  insurgents 
are  dispersing  and  abandoning  the  pretender.  So  quiet  did  I  find  things,  that  I  have  ordered 
the  company  of  the  15th  Regiment  to  join  head-quarters,  and  they  will  be  in  Kandy  this  after- 
noon with  the  prisoners  and  captured  arms.  I  have  left  the  Rifles  to  hold  Matelle,  which  I 
consider  quite  sufficient  for  this  purpose,  now  that  the  loyal  subjects  are  oflering  their  support. 
I  shall  be  most  happy  that  this  may  prove  to  be  the  result  of  my  expedition. 

Yours,  &c., 

(Signed)  T.  Lillie,  S.  O.  and  Capt.  C.  R.  Reg. 


Enclosure  7  in  No.  22.  Bn^  7  -^  jjo.  22. 

Matelle,  July  29,  1846, 10  a*clook. 

Having  left  Kandy  at  10  o'clock  with  the  Deputy  Queen's  Advocate  and  Deputy 
Fiscal,  I  joined  the  troops  at  the  seventh  mile  post.  We  halted  at  Ballecadurve  for  about 
fifteen  minutes,  and  proceeded  on  without  molestation  as  far  as  Warrapolle,  about  one  mile 
from  Matelle,  where  it  was  foundthat  about  100  Kandians  were  on  the  road  standing  on  the 
defence  armed  with  guns.  Immediately  I  and  Mr.  Stewart  consulted  with  Captain  Lillie, 
when  it  was  determined  to  capture  them.  A  number  of  them  were  surrounded,  and  about  60 
guns  and  several  swords  were  seized,  all  loaded  ^dth  ball,  slug,  and  shot :  it  was  then  con- 
sidered desirable  that  the  Malays  should  go  a  little  way  into  the  jungle,  and  ascertain  what 
number  were  secreted  further  in  the  jungle ;  on  going  in  they  were  immediately  attacked,  when 
a  sharp  firing  was  kept  up  for  some  time  between  the  Kandians  and  the  Rifles,  and  part  of  the 
15th  then  went  in  and  several  men  were  taken  prisoners,  and  altogether  the  number  amounts 
to  43  ;  the  casualties  are  eight  Kandians  killed,  and  one  of  the  soldiers  wounded  in  the  thigh 
with  a  ball,  but  not  very  severely. 

On  reaching  the  Rest  House  at  Matelle  a  scene  presented  itself  which  I  have  never  wit- 
nessed before ;  the  rabble  had  in  the  most  wanton  manner  destroyed  every  particle  of  furniture, 
and  smashed  all  the  crockery  and  bottles,  and  tore  to  pieces  every  book  and  paper  they  could 
lay  hands  on.  Mr.  Waring's  house  is  completely  ransacked  also ;  the  ebony  couches,  books, 
and  every  article,  completely  smashed  and  rendered  wholly  useless.  The  iron  chest  is  also 
broken  in,  and  the  two  icon  safes,  one  of  which  I  understand  contained  stamps,  and  the  other 
private  property  of  Mr.  Waring,  were  broken  in.  The  Q>urt  House  Records  are  also  com- 
pletely demolisned ;  and  even  the  poor  bazaar  people  have  not  been  allowed  to  escape,  but 
have  suffered  as  much  as  the  other  public  buildings  and  property.  TThe  person  that  has  been 
crowned  is  David,  a  man  of  Harrispattoo,  brother  to  Denis,  and  there  is  now  ample  evidence 
against  him  should  be  be  apprehended ;  and  I  beg  to  recommend  that  a  reward  of  50/.  be 
offered  for  his  capture.  Poorang  Appoo  also  is  amongst  the  gang,  and  the  bazaar  has  been 
shown  me  which  he  was  active  in  piUaging. 

Just  now  Mr.  Forbes  and  Mr.  Hutchison  have  come  in,  who  had  to  pass  by  the  rabble; 
they  saw  upwards  of  100,  and  there  were  many  more  in  the  neighbourhood ;  tLey  had  their 
horses  taken  from  them,  but  were  again  restored  to  them.  They  state  that  there  is  a  large 
crowd  of  Kandians  about  a  mile  irom  Matelle,  and  that  when  their  horses  were  mastered  they 
referred  the  matter  to  the  king,  They  state  that  the  people  were  about  to  attack  the  estate  m 
Sallegame,  about  twelve  miles  from  this:  the  people  were  armed  with  swords,  spears,  and 
muskets. 

All  the  troops  have  behaved  admirably;  thanks  are  especially  due  to  Mr.  Adams  for  his 
exertions  and  the  valuable  information  he  gave  in  showing  the  road  to  the  military,  which 
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CEYLOK.         enabled  them  to  intercept  the  rabble.    A  Mr.  Baker  was  found  tied  up  to  the  post  of  the 

verandah  at  the  WarrapoUe  estate,  and  his  wife  and  a  Miss  Robbe  have  been  taken  away  by 

the  rabble  and  have  not  been  since  heard  of;  the  poor  man  has  also  been  wounded  by  a  sword. 
Mr.  Robbe  and  his  wife  have  not  been  heard  of^  and  it  is  unknown  whether  they  are  alive  or 
not.  Mr.  Grant  has  just  come  in  and  reported  that  the  following  estates,  about  four  miles  from 
Matelle,  have  had  their  bungalows  ransacked : — 

Macculoowe  estate, 
Maddewille  estate, 
Asgirea  estate,  and  Nicketenne. 

Along  the  road  we  picked  up  at  various  places  parts  of  the  missing  Tappal. 

There  is  ample  evidence  against  the  men,  as  the  most  of  them  were  seized  with  guns  in  their 
bands,  and  many  of  them  can  be  identified  as  the  parties  who  were  active  in  the  destruction  of 
the  property  in  Matelle.  All  the  furniture  being  broken,  I  am  obliged  to  prop  up  a  table  to 
write  on.  Having  been  up  all  last  night,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  previous  one  also,  I  am 
unable  to  add  more  at  present.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  troops  are  too  tired  to 
proceed  at  once  after  the  rest  of  the  rabble,  but  it  would  be  too  much  to  expect  from  them,  as 
they  have  been  nearly  twenty-four  hours  now  under  arms.  The  number  of  the  rabble  in  one 
part  is  calculated  at  about  500  or  600;  the  rest  are  now  much  scattered,  and  I  trust  will  not 
return  to  their  comrades  after  the  reception  they  have  met  with,  which  1  trust  may  be  a  salu- 
taiy  warning  to  them. 

The  Dewe  Nilleme  has  not  as  yet  made  his  appearance,  but  he  is  said  to  be  in  his  house  at 
the  Asgiria  Korle. 

The  prisoners  are  chiefly  from  Wagapanaha  Korle,  Asgiria  Korle,  and  Matelle  Korle. 
Several  of  them  are  severely  wounded.  For  some  time  it  would  be  desirable  that  a  company 
of  the  Rifles  should  be  stationed  down  here,  both  as  a  protection  to  the  people  and  to  capture 
the  ringleaders  of  the  rebels. 

(Signed)  C  B.  Buller,  Agent. 


£ncl.  8  in  No.  22. 


1  Wing  European 

regiment. 

600  native  infontry. 


Enclosure  8  in  No.  22. 

Sir,  Queen's  House,  Colombo,  July  29,  1848. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  serious  disturbances, 
amounting  to  rebellion,  have  taken  place  in  the  Kandian  district  of  this  colony,  which  may 
render  it  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  very  small  military  force  at  present  in  the  island, 
to  call  upon  your  Excellency's  Government  for  a  reinforcemeat  of  troops  to  the  amount  of 
about  one  wing  of  an  European  regiment,  and  600  native  infantry,  which  1  shall  feel  extremely 
obliged  by  vour  holdin  g  in  readiness  in  case  of  their  services  being  required,  of  which  I  will 
give  your  ^cellency  d  ue  notice  by  the  colonial  steamer  attached  to  this  Government. 

On  reflection,  I  consider  it  advisable,  in  conjunction  with  my  Council,  to  request  your 
Excellency  to  send  by  the  "  Lady  Mary  Wood,"  which  carries  this  letter,  two  or  three  com- 
panies of  infantry,  eith  er  European  or  native,  whatever  nmy  be  most  convenient. 

I  have,  &c., 


(Signed) 
To  His  Excellency  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  H.  Pottinger,  Bart.,  G.C.B. 


TORRINGTON. 


SncL  9  in  No.  22. 


Enclosure  9  in  No.  22. 
My  Lord,  JFort  St.  George,  August  2,  1848. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  morning  of  your  Excellency's 
confidential  Despatch  by  the  ''Lady  Mary  Wood,"  dated  29th  July. 

Three  companies  of  Her  Majesty's  25th  Regiment  will  embark  to-morrow  morning  for 
Trincomalee,  supplied  with  300  rounds  of  ammunition,  in  addition  to  that  in  their  pouches, 
and  their  camp  equipage. 

Two  more  companies,  making,  with  the  above,  one  wing  of  Her  Majesty's  25th  Regiment, 
and  a  regiment  of  native  infantry,  of  about  600  effective  privates,  have  beeu  ordered  to  be  held 
in  readiness  for  immediate  embarkation  if  required. 

The  oflScer  commanding  Her  Majesty's  25th  Regiment  has  been  informed  that  the  detach- 
ment will  continue  to  be  paid  as  on  the  Indian  establishment. 

We  have,  &c., 

His  Excellency  the  Right  Hon.  (Signed)  Henry  Pottinger. 

the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  D.  Eliott. 

&c«  &c. 
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Enclosure  1 1  in  No.  22.  CEYLON. 

In  the  name  of  Her  Mujesty  Victoria,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  EncL  11  in  No.  22. 

Queen,  Defender  of  the  Faith. 

Proclamation. 

By  his  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  Viscount  Torrington,  Knight  Grand  Cross 
of  the  Order  of  Ernestine  of  Saxony,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over 
the  British  Settlements  and  Territories  in  the  Island  of  Ceylon,  with  the  Dependencies 
thereof. 

Torrington. 

WuEREAS  information  has  been  received  that  a  body  of  disaffected  Elandians,  armed  with 

{runs,  spears,  and  other  offensive  weapons,  have  entered  the  town  of  Matelle,  and  when  the 
atest  intelligence  was  received  from  that  place,  had  commenced  the  demolition  of  the  public 
buildings ;  and  that  they  have  proclaimed  some  person  unknown  to  us  to  be  king  of  Kandy, 
calling  upon  the  people  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  said  pretended  king.  And  whereas  it  is 
necessary  that  the  said  rebellion  should  be  promptly  suppressed,  and  that  the  most  energetic 
measures  should  be  resorted  to  for  the  protection  of  Her  Majesty's  loyal  subjects,  and  the  re- 
storation of  the  public  peace.  Now,  therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  and  authority  in  us 
vested,  we  do  hereby  proclaim  and  declare  the  district  of  Kandy  within  the  central  province 
to  be  in  a  disturbed  state,  and  that  from  and  after  the  publication  therein  of  this  our  Pro- 
clamation, martial  law  shall  be  in  force  within  the  said  district  until  further  orders.  And  we 
do  hereby  call  upon  all  Her  Majesty's  loyal  subjects  to  remain  peaceably  in  their  respective 
homes,  and  on  no  account  to  join  themselves  to  the  said  rebels ;  but  to  aid  and  assist  Her 
Majesty's  armed  force  in  the  suppression  of  the  said  rebellion.  And  we  do  hereby  further 
proclaim  and  make  known  to  all  the  well-disposed  inhabitants  of  this  island,  that  we  shall  at 
all  times  be  anxious  to  give  the  fullest  consideration  to  any  representations  made  by  them  to 
us  in  a  quiet  and  orderly  manner,  for  the  redress  of  any  real  or  supposed  grievance,  and  to 
make  known  to  Her  Majesty  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  her  loyal  subjects  in  respect  thereof. 

Given  at  the  Queen's  House  at  Colombo  this  Twenty-ninth  day  of  July,  One  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-eight. 

By  his  Excellency's  Comm^d. 

W.  Morris,  Acting  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary. 
God  save  the  Queen  ! 


Enclosure  12  in  No.  22.  E^^l^  ^2  m  No. 

In  the  name  of  Her  Majesty  Victoria,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 

Queen  Defender  of  the  Faith. 

Proclamation. 
By  his  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  Viscount  Torrington,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of 
the  Order  of  Ernestine  of  Saxony,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over  the 
British  Settlements  and  Territories  in  the  Island  of  Ceylon,  with  the  Dependencies 
thereof. 

Torrington. 

Whereas  a  number  of  evil-disposed  persons  in  the  district  of  Kandy  have  assembled  them- 
selves together  with  arms  for  the  purpose  of  disturbing  the  public  peace,  and  pillaging  the 
peaceable  inhabitants;  and  in  oraer  to  deceive  and  mislead  the  ignorant,  have  proceeded  to 
set  up  a  person  calling  himself  the  king  of  Kandy.  Now,  therefore,  we  the  said  Governor  do 
hereby  offer  a  reward  of  One  hundred  pounds  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  give  such 
information  as  shall  lead  to  the  apprehension  of  the  said  pretended  king. 

Given  at  the  Queen's  House  at  Colombo  this  Thirtieth  day  of  July,  One  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-eight. 

By  his  Excellency's  Command. 

W.  Morris,  Acting  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary. 
God  save  the  Queen ! 


I    Enclosure  13  in  No.  22.  End.  13  in  No.  28. 

Government  Agent's  Office,  Kandy, 
^*^  July  31,  1848. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state  that,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  the  measures  adopted  have 


""'-  wiwi.v/  va««»t,,  «»o  j»»  %M,i»  X  va.li  os^vi  toiii,  IMC  tin;aauio9  ouuuieu  nave 

been  80  far  successful,  that  many  of  the  followers  of  the  pretender  have  dispersed,  and  others 
who  have  been  chiefly  implicated  in  the  disturbance,  have  returned  to  their  districts,  and  are 
now  conceahng  themselves  in  the  jungles  for  fear  of  being  apprehended ;  and  I  have  now  every 
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XBYLON*         hope  that  quiet  will  soon  be  restored  ;  it  will,  hfrnmrnr,  be  necessary  for  some  time  to  guard 
^""^  /against  the  villagers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  estates  taking  advantage  of  the  unprotected  state 

of  the  planters,  and  as  far  as  possible  to  aid  them.  I  have  purchased  120  cutlasses  to  be  issued 
to  them  by  the  police  in  such  numbers  as  they  can  find  use  for ;  and,  previous  to  leaving 
Matelie,  I  strongly  urged  on  them  the  neeeseity  for  keeping  as  much  together  as  possible,  and 
that  they  should  not  move  about  in  smaller  parties  than  eight  or  ten,  and  that  they  should  arm 
such  of  their  canganies  and  labourers  as  they  could  depend  on  for  support^  and  on  no  account 
to  abandon  their  estates.  This  they  undertook  to  do  if  I  could  supply  them  with  swords ; 
consequently  my  first  endeavour  after  my  return  was  to  procure  them,  and  I  happily  succeeded. 
I  have  also  sent  a  force  of  15  constables  to  Matelle,  for  the  purpose  of  recovering  property 
stolen  from  the  planters  and  other  residents  there ;  and,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  obtained,  it  is 
my  intention  to  send  15  more  to  effect  the  same  object.  Mr.  Hanna,  Mr.  Hunter,  and  some 
other  gentlemen  have,  I  understand,  gone  to  Matelle  with  this  view. 

Mr.  Waring  also  returned  this  day  to  his  station. 

The  pretender  is  reported  to  have  escaped  to  some  caves  beyond  Hunasgeria,  accompanied 
by  but  a  single  follower,  Doretiagalla,  of  Ukkuwalla,  and  as  I  have  now  two  or  three  parties 
on  his  tracks  urged  by  the  hope  of  reward  and  promotion,  I  have  great  hope  of  bis  speedy 
capture. 

There  is  a  general  impression  that  the  Dullawe  Dewi  Nillemme  has  been  acting  a  double 
part,  but  I  am  loath  to  believe  this ;  and,  indeed,  I  have  evidence  from  a  party  who  is  on 
anything  but  good  terms  with  him,  that  he  made  an  attempt  to  seize  the  pretender  with  about 
a  hundred  of  his  own  people,  but  finding  him  too  strongly  guarded,  being  surrounded  by  a 
crowd  of  about  2000,  he  retreated  into  the  jungle,  and  his  small  party  ^serted  him.  It  is 
very  possible  that  the  report  that  has  been  circulated,  that  he  was  offered  not  only  the  highest 
office  in  the  Government,  but  even  the  rank  of  king,  might  be  founded  on  fact ;  but  it  is  said, 
and  I  dare  say  with  equal  truth,  that  he  declined  the  proffered  honour.  With  regard  to 
Golehelle  Rattemahatmeya,  my  suspicions  of  him  are  very  strongly  raised,  as  most  of  his 
tenants  were  attached  to*  the  pretender's  party,  also  several  of  his  relations  ;  and  be  has  been 
not  only  very  inattentive  to  orders  sent  him,  but  deceived  me  by  reporting  that  he  was  at 
Dambool  as  directed^  whereas  1  have  since  learnt  that  he  never  left  his  own  house ;  with  the 
enormous  possessions  that  he  has  in  that  part,  I  cannot  but  believe  that  he  could,  had  he 
chosen  to  exert  that  influence  wbicli  he  undoubtedly  holds  over  his  numerous  tenantry,  without 
any  difficulty,  with  the  support  of  the  Dewi  Nillemme,  have  seized  the  pretender,  or,  at  all 
events,  held  a  check  over  his  party.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  he  should  be 
suspended,  pending  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct ;  and  should  the  evidence  not  be  so  conclusive 
against  him,  as  I  imagine  it  will,  he  can  be  reinstated.  I  have  called  upon  the  several 
Rattemahatmeyas  to  report  the  names  of  all  the  headmen  who  are  absent  from  their  villages 
without  being  able  to  show  satisfactory  cause  for  it,  and  have  intimated  to  them  that  they  will 
be  dismissed,  and  their  property  confiscated.  They  have  further  been  instructed  to  report  to 
me  the  state  of  their  division  every  second  day. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  report,  that  those  ladies  who  were  supposed  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  insurgents,  are  in  safety.  Mrs.  Baker  and  child  were,  I  understand,  greatly 
indebted  to  the  kindness  of  a  low  country  native,  called  Bopey  Godde  Andries,  who  conducted 
them  after  their  escape  to  the  Kandenuwere  estate,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Lakeman,  who  readily 
received  them ;  it  is  my  intention  to  send  for  this  native  and  reward  him  for  fats  humane 
conduct.  The  Rest  House  keeper  and  his  family  were  also  successful  in  escaping.  It  is 
highly  probable  that  the  deserters  from  the  man-of-war  at  Trincomalee  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  rabble,  as  I  received  no  tidings  of  them. 

The  Trincomalee  mails  have  not  yet  arrived,  and  it  has  been  just  reported  to  me,  that  tbe 
communication  between  Ambepusse  and  Kornegalle  has  been  stopped,  and  that  letters  for 
that  station  are  now  lying  at  the  Rest  House,  at  the  former  place.  I  have  requested  the 
Deputy  Postmaster  General  to  give  directions  to  have  them  forwarded  through  this. 

The  prisoners  taken  at  Matelle  are  safely  lodged  in  the  gaol  here,  and  the  turbulent  ones 
have  been  put  in  irons.  Colonel  Drought  has  issued  orders  for  all  that  are  taken  to  be 
brought  to  Eandy,  and  measures  will  at  once  be  adopted  for  their  safe  custody ;  and  I  have 
not  the  slightest  apprehension  of  a  rescue  being  attempted. 

Fifty  of  the  military  pensioners  have  already  been  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and 
have  taken  their  turn  of  duty  since  yesterday ;  and  orders  have  been  sent  for  the  others  to 
repair  to  Kandy  without  delay. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  bringing  to  the  notice  of  Government  that,  at  my  request, 
Jayetilleke,  the  Interpreter  Modliar  of  the  District  Court,  joined  me  at  WariapoUe  about  the 
commencement  of  the  skirmishing,  and  that  he  gave  all  the  assistance  in  his  power,  and  his 
having  been  employed  in  rebellions  in  former  years  rendered  him  very  useful. 

It  has  been  considered  necessary  to  take  into  the  charge  of  the  police  all  the  private  boats 
which  are  on  the  river,  not  only  to  prevent  their  being  made  use  of  for  improper  purposes,  but 
to  have  them  available  for  the  service  of  Government  if  necessary. 

I  have^  &c.. 

The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary,  Colombo.  (Signed)  C.  R.  Bullbr. 
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Enclcrmie  14  in  No.  22.  .CWnOM. 

Sir,  Eorndgalle,  July  30,  1848.      End.  14  in  No.  22. 

I  HAVF  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  we  have  had  a  very  serious  riot  here ;  just  as 
the  people  entered  on  one  side,  the  Ceylon  Rifle  Detachment  came  in  on  the  other  ;  but  before 
they  could  interfere,  the  Kutcherry  and  Court-house,  and  gaol,  were  all  entered  into,  and 
everything  broken;  records  destroyed,  and  scattered  all  over  the  place^  and  would  have  been 
burnt. 

We  have  had  a  skirmish,  in  which  about  10  men  of  the  Kandian  party  were  killed,  some 
wounded,  and  •  19  taken  prisoners. 

I  have  applied  for  anotherforce  from  Kandy,  to  keep  down  any  farther  riot.     My  headmen; 
I  hear,  are  nearly  all,  if  not  all,  implicated  in  the  affair.    An  Aratchy  has  been  killed. 

The  treasure  has  not  been  touched.     Mr.  Gibson  and  myself  had  to  leave  as  quickly  as  we 
could,  and  were  fortunate  enough  to  fall  in  with  the  detachment,. just  a  mile  off. 

Trocms  are,  I  hear,  on  the  march  from  Colombo;  if  not,  please  send  some  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible.    No  time  is  to  be  lost. 

The  riot  commenced  at  8  o'clock  this  nK>rning. 

Yours,  &c.. 

The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary^  (Signed)  H.  Templer. 


Endoeure  15  in  No«  22.  End.  15  in  No.  22. 

My  Lord,  Kandy,  August  2,  1848,  11  o'clock,  p.  m. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Excellency,  three  reports  from  Lieut.  Annesley, 
commanding  a  detachment  of  the  Ceylon  Rifle  Regiment,  occupying  the  town  of  Kurnegalle^ 
by  which  it  appears,  that  notwithstanding  his  having  routed  and  dispersed  the  insurgents  from 
ihence  on  the  30th  uhimo,  with  considerable  loss  to  the  rebels,  they  entered  the  town  twice 
during  the  afternoon  of  yesterday^  iu  numbers  of  about  4000,  and  were  most  gallantly 
repulsed  by  a  sub-division  of  the  detachment  under  the  immediate  command  of  Lieut 
Annesley,  whose  conduct  throughout  has  been  above  all  praise. 

I  am  happy  to  say,  that  no  casualty  has  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  detachment. 

I  have,  &c.. 

His  Excellency  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)  T.  A.  Drought, 

Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief.  Lt.-Col.  commanding  the  Kandian  Provinces. 

The  number  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  insurgents  were  not  ascertained  when  Lieut. 
Annesley  sent  oif  his  last  despatch. 


Sir,  Komegalle,  August  1,  2  o'clock. 

I  HAVE  to  inform  you,  that  about  4000  rebels  approached  our  post  about  1  o'clock 
this  afternoon,  from  the  Colombo  road.     I  went  out  with  the  right  sub-division,  about  100 

Jards  from  my  post,  and  left  Second-Lieut.  Bovill  to  protect  the  Court-house  and  treasure, 
opened  a  fire  upon  them ;  they  immediately  fled  in  confusion.    There  are  a  few  killed  and 
wounded:  not  a  man  of  ours  touched. 

There  is  a  report  that  another  body  of  men  are  about  three  miles  ofl^,  on  the  Putlam  road. 

I  have,  &c.. 

To  the  Commandant  Kandy.  (Signed)  Charles  Annesley, 

Lieut.  Commanding  Detachment. 


Sir,  Kornegelle,  August  1,  1848,  5  o'clock,  p  m. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  the  rebels  again  approached  my  post  at 
3  o'clock  this  afternoon,  from  the  Colombo  road.  I  went  out  with  the  right  sub-division,  and 
drove  them  over  a  bridge  about  a  mile  from  this.  They  wouid  not  allow  us  within  gun-shot, 
but  made  a  great  uoise,  and  fired  upon  us  several  times  without  eHect 

To  the  Commandant,  Kandy.  (Signed)  Charles  Annesley, 

Lieut.  Commanding  Detachment  Ceylon  Rifles. 


Enclosure  16  in  No.  22.  En^l  16  in  No.  22. 

By  His  Excellency  the-  Governor. 

An  Address  to  all  the  Native  Su^ese  Inhabitants,  and  especially  to  those  who  reside  in  the 

Central  Province  and  the  adjacent  Korles. 
You  well  know  that  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  appointed  me  to  administer  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country ;  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws  which  have  been  enacted  for  the  benefit 
of  all  classes  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  afford  protection  to  the  well-disposed  and  industrioug 
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people.  You  well  know  (though  some  of  you  may  have  been  wrongly  taught  to  forget  for  a 
little  while)  the  many  benefits  which  you  have  acquired  through  the  mildness,  the  justice,  and 
the  impartial  protection  of  the  British  Government. 

Has  not  your  property  been  respected  and  your  wealth  become  increased  ?  Have  not  your 
families  been  protected  and  your  children  instructed?  Have  you  been  cruelly  oppressed  or 
unjustly  punished  ?     You  know  the  truth  and  you  can  answer  for  yourselves. 

Why  then  have  some  of  you  followed  evil  counsellors,  and  violated  the  laws?  Many  have 
already  suffered  severely  for  their  treachery  and  violence  :  and  I  tell  you  that  many  more  will 
be  severely  punished  if  they  do  not  remain  peaceably  in  their  homes,  and  obey  the  laws.  Rob- 
bers have  gone  abroad  destroying  the  property  of  innocent  and  harmless  people,  and  spreading 
fear  among  the  defenceless  inhabitants;  their  crimes  must  be  severely  punished,  and  I  will  use 
all  the  power  which  is  intrusted  to  me  to  bring  the  offenders  to  justice,  and  to  protect  the 
innocent. 

But  there  are  many  good  and  honest  men,  to  whom  these  evil-doings  are  hateful ;  many 
have  already  done  good  service  to  Government,  and  have  gladly  aided  the  authorities  in  pre- 
serving the  public  peace  and  in  bringing  the  offenders  to  justice.  To  all  of  these,  and  to  all  the 
chiefs  and  headmen  who  have  proved  themselves  good  and  faithful  subjects,  and  have  rendered 
assistance  to  Government  for  the  preservation  of  peace,  and  the  protection  of  innocent  people, 
I  give  my  best  thanks.  You  have  deserved  well  of  the  Government,  and  of  your  fellow- 
countrymen  ;  you  will  reap  your  reward. 

I  call  upon  all  such  good  men  as  I  have  spoken  of,  to  continue  their  efforts  for  the  public 
grood :  I  call  upon  you  to  endeavour  to  trace  out  the  offenders,  and  to  give  such  information  to 
the  officers  of  the  Government  as  may  enable  them  to  seize  and  to  bring  to  justice  the  wicked 
men  who  go  about  deceiving  the  minds  of  the  people  and  leading  them,  through  ignorance,  to 
commit  crimes.  I  promise  you  that  those  good  men  who  give  useful  information  to  Govern- 
ment which  shall  lead  to  the  detection  and  apprehension  of  evil-doers,  shall  receive  full  rewards 
in  proportion  to  the  vulue  of  the  assistance  which  they  give.     My  word  is  true. 

But  you  also  know  that  in  some  districts  martial  law  has  been  proclaimed,  and  that  im- 
mediate and  severe  punishment  will  be  inflicted  upon  all  those  who  collect  together  in  numbers 
with  arms  in  their  nands,  or  who  are  found  committing  violence  upon  unarmed  people,  or 
robbing  the  native  villages  or  the  houses  of  the  English  inhabitants.  No  mercy  must  be  shown 
to  them,  resistance  will  be  useless,  and  will  only  cause  severer  punishment  to  follow,  for  I  am 
determined  that  the  public  peace  shall  be  preserved,  and  innocent  people  protected. 

If  you  have  anything  to  say  to  me,  or  any  request  to  make,  I  will  listen  to  you  hereafter  when 
obedience  to  the  laws  has  been  enforced,  and  you  have  returned  quietly  to  your  homes.  The 
British  Government  is  a  mild  and  just  Government,  but  it  will  yield  nothing  to  violent  and 
lawless  people.     Let  such  then  beware. 

I  warn  you  that  wherever  any  headman,  or  any  other  person  whatever,  shall  be  found  openly 
resisting  the  Government,  and  assisting  or  encouraging  others  to  rebellion,  his  property  shall  be 
confiscated,  and  the  value  of  it  shall  be  divided  among  those  who  have  been  injured  or  ruined 
by  the  violence  of  the  evil-doers. 

But  to  the  quiet  and  well-disposed  inhabitants  the  utmost  protection  shall  be  afforded,  their 
property  shall  be  preserved,  and  they  will  be  distinguished  as  good  and  loyal  subjects  of  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen. 
Queen's  House,  C9lombo,  August  2,  1848.  Torrington. 


JSncL  17  in  Na  22.  Enclosure  17  in  No.  22. 

My  Lord,  Kandy,  August  5, 1848. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  for  your  Excellency's  information,  a  Report  from  Major 
Layard,  commanding  a  detachment  of  troops  at  Kornegalle,  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  pre- 
tender yesterday  in  that  district,  calling  himself  Dingeralle  of  Hangurankitty,  and  of  his 
Adigar  Calle  Banda,  late  Kattamahatmeya  of  Oukwelle  in  the  Matelle  district. 

I  despatched  Captain  Bird,  of  the  Ceylon  Rifle  Regiment,  this  morning  to  Kornegalle  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  some  valuable  information  could  not  be  obtained  from  the  prisoners 
previous  to  their  being  brought  to  trial  before  a  court  martial  which  I  ordered  to  assemble 
this  day  at  Kornegalle. 

Major  Layard  informed  me,  that  he  forwarded  to  Colombo,  last  night,  a  detailed  account  of 
the  capture  of  the  rebels  in  question.  I  am  happy  t^  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  all  the 
accounts  from  every  quarter  up  to  this  hour  are  highly  favourable. 

II  o'clock,  P.M. — Captain  Bird  has  just  returned  from  Kornegalle,  and  reports  to  me  that 
the  court  martial  assembled,  and  that  the  prisoner  Dingeralle  of  Hangurankette  was  tried, 
convicted,  and  sentenced  to  be  shot  to  death,  which  sentence  was  to  have  been  carried  into  effect 
at  half-past  four  this  afternoon. 

The  other  prisoner,  Calle  Banda,  his  Adigar,  was  held  over  in  consequence  of  there  not 
having  been  sufficient  evidence  to  ensure  his  conviction ;  further  witnesses  will  be  hereafter 
produced. 

lave,  &c., 

His  Excellency  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)  T.  A.  Drought, 

&c.  &c.  Lieut-Colonel  Commandant. 

After  the  death,  the  prisoner  was  to  be  suspended  from  a  tree,  for  a  period. 
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My  LoftD,  Kornegalle,  August  4,  1848,  6  p.m. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  a  man  assuming  the  title  of  King  in  this  district, 
and  calting  himself  Dingeralle  of  Hanguranketty-Appoo  Hamy  6an^  Aratchy  of  Wehenie  in 
this  district^  Caloo  Banda,  late  Rattemahatmeya  of  Oulcwell,  in  the  Matelle  district,  and 
others  have  this  evening  been  brought  into  Kornegalle  by  a  party  of  the  Ceylon  Rifles,  having 
been  apprehended  by  Doratiawe  Rattamahatmeya.  Evidence  is  now  being  taken  against  these 
parties  by  Mr.  T.  Gibson,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  forwarded  by  to-morrow's  post. 

I  have,  &c.. 
His  Excellency  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)  W.  S.  Layard> 

Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief.  Major  Commanding, 
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Enclosure  18  in  No.  22. 

My  dear  Sir  Emerson,  Maduweletene,  August  5,  1848. 

I  HAVE  been  much  gratified  by  the  receipt  of  your  letter  conveying  to  me  his  Excellency's 
approval  of  the  steps  I  have  taken  to  assist  the  military  authorities  in  putting  down  the  dis- 
turbances in  Seven  Korles.  Considering  the  suddenness  of  the  outbreak,  and  the  large 
masses  engaged  in  it,  it  is  matter  for  sincere  congratulation  that  so  little  injury  has  been 
effected  by  the  insurgents.  I  trust  it  will  not  be  considered  improper  for  me  to  add  a  few 
remarks  on  the  state  of  the  country  hereabouts.  Now  that  all  the  principal  stations  are  pro- 
tected by  troops,  no  further  apprehensions  need  be  entertained  as  tp  any  attacks  that  can  be 
made  upon  them ;  but  great  efforts  will  require  to  be  made  to  restore  tranquillity  before  the 
time  for  gathering  in  the  coffee  crop  arrives,  and  I  think  that,  with  energy  and  decision,  this 
object  will  be  accomplished. 

During  the  whole  of  these  disturbances  I  have  been  able  to  maintain  quiet  and  to  keep  open 
the  whole  line  of  communication  between  Kandy  and  Kornagalle  (12  miles  of  which  dre 
through  the  disturbed  district)  with  a  force  of  10  Malay  pensioners  placed  at  my  disposal  by 
the  Commandant  of  Kandy.  With  this  assistance  I  have  also  been  enabled  to  visit  all  the 
country  around  me,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  exactly  the  state  of  each  particular  district. 
In  Tompane  everything  is  perfectly  quiet,  and  none  of  the  people  absent  from  their  homes. 
In  Harispattoo,  which  adjoins  Matelle,  I  find  seven  or  eight  people  were  absent  from  their 
villages  on  the  day  Matelle  was  attacked,  and  returned  home  the  day  afterwards.  On  search- 
ing their  homes,  I  found  in  three  of  them  several  articles  that  must  have  been  plundered  from 
Europeans  at  Matelle,  and  I  have  made  prisoners  of  the  people  in  whose  possession  I  found 
them.  With  this  trifling  exception,  I  found  everything  perfectly  satisfactory  in  Harispattoo. 
The  headmen  are  all  at  their  proper  stations,  and  none  of  the  people  are  now  absent  from  their 
villages.  The  Europeans  belonging  to  the  estates  on  the  borders  of  the  Seven  Korles  are  all 
residmg  on  their  plantations,  and  prepared  to  protect  and  defend  them  against  any  attacks 
with  their  own  Malabar  coolies.  I  afterwards  proceeded  into  the  Madura  Korle,  a  populous 
district  of  the  Seven  Korles,  and  here  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  found  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
Kandyan  male  population  were  absent  from  their  vilkges,  having  all  joined  the  insurgents  at 
Kornegalle.  The  Moor  population,  of  whom  there  are  a  considerable  number  in  this  district, 
I  found  quietly  remaining  in  their  villages,  and  by  them  I  was  informed  that  the  pretended  king 
has  visted  the  district  twice  since  the  disturbances  at  Matelle.  They  say  that  on  Monday,  and 
again  on  Wednesday,  he  summoned  the  people  by  beat  of  tom-tom,  and  got  them  to  go  off  to 
attack  Kornagalle.  The  Moors  further  told  me,  that  all  their  fire-arms  had  been  taken  from 
them  by  the  Kandyans,  who  threatened  to  hang  them  all  on  the  their  return  if  they  would  not 
accompany  them.  There  is  no  doubt  that  through  the  whole  Madura  Corle  the  pretended 
king  is  openly  received  and  supported,  both  by  the  people  and  their  headmen,  and  I  have  a 
list  of  the  different  Korales  and  ArachiUes  who  have  openly  joined  him.  It  now  remains  to  be 
decided  what  punishment  is  justly  due  to  such  flagrant  rebellion.  In  a  few  weeks  the  people 
will  become  tired  of  making  fruitless  attacks  upon  British  property,  and  will  be  inclined  to 
slink  back  to  their  homes ;  but  if  they  are  allowed  to  do  this,  and  thus  escape  with  impunity, 
they  will  be  sure  to  be  ready  to  do  the  same  thing  over  again  whenever  any  fancied  grievance 
or  reckless  adventurers  can  be  made  use  of  to  incite  them  to  disaffection.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  in  abandoning  their  homes  and  joining  in  open  rebellion,  that  their  property  has 
become  forfeited  to  Government,  and  I  think  it  worthy  of  consideration,  whether  it  would  not 
be  expedient  to  make  over  their  lands  and  houses  to  Malabars,  who  would  gladly  settle  in  the 
district  upon  any  terms  Government  might  desire.  This  may  appear  a  rash  suggestion,  and 
it  is  only  thrown  out  as  a  suggestion ;  but  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  a  heavy  punishment  of 
some  sort  should  be  inflicted  upon  all  the  rebellious.  It  is  true  that  a  great  number  of  them 
have  already  been  killeil,  and  many  more  will  doubtless  suffer  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law. 
Still  the  great  mass  of  them  cannot  be  so  punished,  and  the  sufferings  of  a  few  will  have  very 
little  effect  upon  the  others,  if  they  are  not  all  made  to  suffer  individually  in  their  own  property. 
The  Seven  Korles  appears  to  be  the  principal  seat  of  the  rebels.  I  cannot  procure  any  certam 
evidence  of  the  criminality  of  Camboowatteweue,  the  Ratamahalama,  in  whom  Mr.  Morris 
placed  so  much  confidence,  but  two  of  his  brothers  are  actually  leaders  in  the  rebellion,  and  his 
own  house  and  property  are  entirely  deserted,  and  it  is  not  known  where  he  is  gone  to. 

I  beg  to  remain,  &c., 

(Signed)  W.  Sms. 

2  B 
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SYLOK. 
Bnd.  19  in  No.  82. 


Enclosure  19  in  No.  22. 
General  Distribution  of  the  Troops  Serving  in  Cbtlon  on  the  14th  August,  1848J 


Maritimc  Provinces. 


Colombo    . 

Galle 

Hambantotte 

Trincomalee 

Jaffna 

Peckham   . 

Chilaw 


Interior  Provinces. 


Kandy 

Badulla 

Neuvere  Ellid     .... 

Matelle 

Kornegalle 

Domberra 

Peradenid 

Ambeposse         .... 

Kaigalle 

Anarajapoora      .... 

Dambool 

Ratnapoora        .... 

Rangwelle 

On  march  from  Dambool  to  Kandy 


At  Hong  Kong  and  Recruiting  Service  • 
Total 


Oftc«n. 


58 
8 
2 

19 
4 
1 


25 
4 
4 

6 
9 
3 

1 
1 
1 
2 
4 
2 
1 
3 


158 
21 


187 


Scrgeaais. 


53 
10 
7 
30 
6 
3 
1 


41 
5 

4 
8 
9 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
4 
3 
1 
5 


197 
49 


246 


Buglenor 
Dnnnmers. 


32 
3 

•  • 
7 
1 

1 


11 
2 
2 
2 
3 
1 


1 
3 


61 
12 


73 


Rank  and 

File. 


841 
181 

383 

97 
32 
15 


599 
91 
95 

114 

181 
40 
14 
40 
24 
40 

131 
30 
20 

108 


3,168 
617 


3,785 


Colombo,  14th  August,  1848. 


(Signed)  E.  Charltok, 

Lieiit.-Colonel,  Deputy  Adjutant  General. 


Return  of  the  Strength  of  the  Army  in  Ceylon  on  the  14th  August,  1848,  ineluding  the 

two  InvaUd  Companies. 


Ofltoeii. 

Sergeants. 

Drummers 
or  Buglers. 

Bank  and 

File. 

Strength  of  the  Military  Establishment  of  Ceylon,  as  given 
at  the  foot  of  the  Return,  on  lit  August,  1848 

Strength  of  the  detachment  of  Her  Majesty^s  25th  Regiment 
which  arrived  at  Trincomalee  from  Madras  on  the  5th 
August,  1848 

173 
14 

231 
15 

68 
5 

3,485 
300 

Total  strength  of  the  military  force  in  Ceylon 
on  15th  August,  1848        .        .         .        . 

187 

246 

73 

3,185 

Head  Quarters,  Colombo,  14th  August,  1848. 

N.B. — In  this  return  is  included  the  detail  of  the  Ceylon  Rifle  Regiment  at  Hong  Kong, 
which  forms  part  of  the  military  establishment  of  Ceylon. 

(Signed)  E.  Charlton, 

Lieut-Colonel,  Deputy  Adjutant  General. 


No.  23.  (No.  144.) 


No.  23. 


Answered  Oct.  24, 
1848,  No.  303,  page 
339. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo,  August  14,  1848. 

My  Lord,  {Received  September  25,  1848.) 

By  way  of  illustration  of  my  Despatch,  No.  143,  of  this  date,  I  have 
now  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  Lordship  a  few  remarks  respecting  the  pre- 
tender to  the  throne  of  Kandy,  and  with  regard  to  the  apparent  disposition  of 
many  people  of  that  country  to  rise  in  insurrection  against  the  existing  Govern 
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ment,  and  to  support  the  pretensions  of  any  adventurer  who  may  have  the        cbylon. 
boldness  to  raise  the  standard  of  revolt. 

2.  The  incipient  rebellion  of  1843,*  insignificant  as  it  appears  to  have  be^i^ 
had  at  least  the  advantage  of  being  headed  by  two  pretenders  who  were  of 
Malabar  descent,  and  claimed  some  connexion  with  the  royal  family  of  Kandy. 
I  have  ascertained  from  one  of  their  principal  followers,  a  priest,  who  was 
condemned  to  imprisonment  for  10  years,  and  is  now  in  gaol  at  Colombo,  that 
they  really  were,  or  were  believed  to  be,  brothers-in-law  of  the  late  king  by 
different  fathers.  The  evidence  which  was  taken  during  the  trials  at  BaduUa 
in  1843,  and  the  confession  of  the  prisoner  I  have  mentioned,  go  to  show  that 
cm  that  occasion  the  people  were  almost  invariably  called  together  by  their 
aratchies  (or  literally  sergeants),  who  received  their  orders  from  the  superior 
headmen,  that  the  preaching  halls  of  the  temple  were  the  usual  places  of  meet- 
ing of  the  adherents  of  the  pretenders,  and  that  the  assistance,  or  at  least  the 
countenance  of  the  priests,  was  necessary,  to  enable  them  to  maintain  their 
influence 

3.  On  that  occasion,  one  of  the  witnesses  said,  **  I  was  told  that  a  king  had 
**  come,  and  I  would  have  believed  it  if  I  had  heea  told  it  was  one  of  the  gods." 
On  another  occasion  the  people  said,  when  asked  if  they  would  support  the 
king  ?  "  We  cannot  make  a  king  of  ourselves,  but  if  a  king  is  sent  from  the 
*'  gods,  we  will  do  as  we  are  bid."  Many  of  the  people  also  were  armed  with 
spears  and  swords  taken  from  the  Dewall  temples,  and  the  principal  agent  of 
the  pr^«nders  was  himself  a  priest,  or  frequently  wore  a  priest  s  attira  This 
man,  whose  evidence  I  am  quoting,  both  taken  at  the  time  of  his  conviction  and 
rq)eated  within  the  last  few  days  while  in  prison,  does  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
the  Kandian  people  are  at  all  times  ready  for  rebellion  against  the  British 
Government, — that  the  chiefs  are  universally  disaffected, — that  a  false  king 
could  easily  be  set  up, — and  that  attempts  had  more  than  once  been  made 
without  effect  to  gain  over  the  Malay  soldiers.  "  If,"  said  this  man,  "  you  wish 
"  to  remain  masters  of  Kandy,  you  should  place  cannon  at  the  four  entrances 
•*  to  the  town,  with  a  guard  of  English  solcUers ;  call  in  all  the  fire-arms  which 
**  the  Kandians  possess,  prohibit  the  sale  of  gunpowder  and  flints,  and  lastly, 
"  never  trust  a  Kandian  of  any  kind." 

4.  Now  it  is  a  circumstance  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  two  Malabar  pre- 
tenders have  not  heen  heard  of  since  1843,  and  the  two  men  who  have  been 
latdy  srt  up  as  pretaidersare  not  Malabars,  but  low  country  Singhalese.  But 
aceording  to  all  received  authorities,  the  royal  dynasty  of  Kandy  were  of  pure 
Malabar  descent,  and  hitherto  the  Kandians  have  apparently  despised  the  low 
country  people  generally,  and  still  less  would  they  be  disposed  to  set  up  a  low 
country  Singhalese  to  rule  over  them.  From  this  circumstance,  and  from  some 
others  which  I  could  mention,  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  the  setting  up  a 
"  king**  is  at  the  pres^it  time  intended  merely  as  the  sign  or  signal  of  revolt, 
just  as  they  might  set  up  a  golden  cow  or  any  other  symbol  of  authority,  not 
for  the  sake  of  the  individual  so  elected,  but  in  the  hope  of  establishing  upon 
his  downfsdl  the  independaat  authority  of  the  chiefs  and  priest  who  are  impa- 
tient  of  any  superior  control. 

5.  The  rebel  of  1843,  who  is  now  here  in  gaol,  when  asked  a  few  days  ago 
what  the  Kandian  chiefs  deserved,  or  why  they  rebelled,  candidly  said,  "  For- 
•*  merly  they  could  do  as  they  liked,  they  could  punish  or  kill  their  people  if 
**  they  choose,  but  now  they  are  prevented  from  doing  so,  their  authority  is 
**  gone,  yet  the  people  are  ready  to  follow  them  wherever  tiiey  are  told  to  go. 
**  Many  of  them  are  so  stupid  they  don't  know  what  they  want" 

6.  I  can  have  little  hesitation  in  attributing  the  present  feeling  of  the  priests 
to  the  measures  which  have  been  so  often  and  so  strenuously  urged  within  the 
last  few  years,  to  depress,  or  what  is  the  same  thing,  to  witfidraw  all  counte- 
nance from  the  Buddhist  religion,  or  perhaps  rather  the  superintendence  of  their 
affairs,  and  the  appointmoit  of  lay  managers  of  their  Dewales  equally  with  the 
priestly  heads  of  their  Wihares.  They  are  utterly  unable  to  undertake  the 
sole  guidance  of  afiairs  so  complicated,  and  requiring  in  many  respects  the 
sanctioii  of  l^al  authority.    I  would  beg  to  invite  your  Lordship's  attention  to 

the  accompanying  statement  voluntarily  made  by  the  head  priest  of  the  temple i, 

at  Dambool,  who  gave  himself  up  at  Kandy  a  few  days  ago.     He  is  an  old  man 
idi  70  years  of  age,  and  has  borne  a  good  character.    He  states  that  he  was 


*  See  Correspondenoe  on  the  attempted  rebellion  of  1843,  at  page  348,  Appendix  to  this  paper. 
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CEYLON.  forcibly  compelled  to  officiate  at  the  ceremony  of  installing  the  present  pre- 
tender as  king  at  Dambool.  The  first  question  he  was  asked  when  brought 
before  the  intended  king  was,  "  Are  you  attached  to  the  religion  of  Budhoo, 
"  or  to  the  British  Government  ?'*  As  if  to  imply  that  there  was  a  degree  of 
antagonism  between  them  that  rendered  them  inconsistent  the  one  T\ith  the 
other. 
7.  I  also  forward  extracts  from  the  translations  of  two  Singhalese  letters,  one 

—  of  them  written  by  a  native  who  is  acting  as  the  head  of  the  police  at  Kandy. 
It  likewise  describes  the  ceremony  of  the  installation  of  the  pretender;  and 
particularly  states  that  the  rebellion  is  not  of  recent  date,  and  that  is  unconnected 
with  the  promulgation  of  the  ordinances.  In  reality  the  road  ordinance  does 
not  come  into  active  operation  until  next  year,  and  the  ordinance  for  registering 
fire-arms  only  took  effect  from  the  1st  June  last;  and  within  the  short  period 
of  five  or  six  weeks  it  is  highly  improbable  that  a  rebellion  could  be  organized, 
above  all,  in  a  mountainous  country,  where  communication  is  slow  and  difficult 

—  Another  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  a  respectable  native  who  was  in  former 
days  chief  modliar  of  the  then  residency  at  Kandy,  distinctly  attributes  the 
rising  to  disaffection  created  by  the  bearing  of  the  British  Government  towards 
the  Kandians  with  respect  to  their  religion,  which  they  conceive  to  be  a  violation 
of  the  treaty  of  1815. 

_  I  also  enclose  the  translation  of  an  old  or  native  proclamation  which  was 
brought  to  the  assistant  agent  of  the  Four  Korles,  as  having  been  found  in  his 
district.  It  professes  to  convey  the  king*s  commands,  and  (Ustinctly  accuses  the 
British  Government  of  an  intention  to  destroy  the  great  temple  of  Kandy. 

—  8.  Another  proclamation  (of  which  I  enclose  a  translation)  was  transmitted 
to  a  district  to  the  north  of  Dambool.  It  states  that  the  pretender  was  installed 
on  the  12th  July,  and  orders  the  authorities  to  block  up  the  roads,  but  makes 
no  mention  either  of  the  ordinances  or  of  the  Budhist  religion.  In  fact,  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe,  judging  both  from  public  documents  and  from  private 
letters,  of  which  I  have  received  a  great  number  from  various  parts  of  the 
country,  that  the  present  insurrection  in  a  portion  of  the  Kandian  country  is  merely 
the  bursting  forth  of  a  spark  which  has  only  smouldered  for  many  years  past, 
and  which  has  been  at  length  blown  into  a  flame  not  by  any  one  particular  cause, 
but  by  a  variety  of  conspiring  circumstances. 

9.  The  opening  up  of  the  mountain  fastnesses  by  the  formation  of  coffee  plan- 
tations, the  invasion  as  it  were  within  the  last  few  years,  of  the  secret  haunts  in 
which  the  half  civilized  Kandian  formerly  delighted,  by  a  host  of  European 
planters  and  Malabar  coolies  have  contributed  not  a  little  to  disturb  the  habits 
and  interfere  with  the  customs  of  the  Kandians.  Prejudiced  as  they  are,  and 
strongly  tinctured  with  the  pride  of  caste,  they  forget  the  benefits  they  have 
gained,  while  they  remember  the  privileges  they  have  lost  Abuses  they  have 
undoubtedly  suffered  in  many  instances,  at  the  hands  of  the  new  comers. 

10.  The  distinct  repudiation  of  their  religious  prejudices  and  feelings  by  the 
British  Government,  and  the  surrender  of  the  relic  to  their  custody  during  the 
past  year,  deeply  wounded  their  pride  and  created  a  certain  degree  of  mistrust 
and  jealously  between  the  priests  and  chiefs.  The  principal  and  almost  only 
point  upon  which  they  could  distinctly  agree,  was  in  their  combined  fear  and 
hatred  of  British  rule. 

1 1.  And  lastly,  there  have  not  been  wanting  those  among  the  discontented  and 
disappointed  Europeans  (soured  perhaps  more  especially  by  their  recent  failures) 
who  nourished  the  discontent  of  the  Kandians,  related  for  their  amusement 
some  of  the  stories  of  the  French  revolution,  and  expounded  to  them  the  per- 
nicious language  of  the  "  Observer."  This  I  know  to  be  the  fact.  Moreover, 
I  have  ample  reason  to  believe,  that  emissaries  from  some  of  the  disaffected 
spirits  in  Colombo  were  actually  employed  at  Kandy  to  add  fuel  to  the  fire, 
and  to  inculcate  dissatisfaction  with  the  road  ordinance  and  the  gun  tax. 

12.  The  reins  of  Government  have  also,  I  am  disposed  to  admit,  been  some- 
times too  lax,  and  at  other  times  too  stringent.  Our  system  has  been  defective, 
but  the  only  wonder  is,  that  we  have  managed  to  keep  the  machinery  in  motion 
as  well  as  we  have  done.  Above  all,  I  cannot  forget  the  expression  which  was 
addressed  to  me  by  one  of  the  chiefs  at  a  solemn  conference  at  the  pavilion  at 
Kandy  last  year,  to  the  effect  that  **  if  you  neither  respect  our  religion  nor  have 
**  regard  to  our  customs,  what  is  the  benefit  to  us  of  the  British  Government?" 
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That  very  chief,  although  then  in  the  employ  of  Government,  it  has  been  since        ceylon. 
found  necessary  to  dismiss,  and  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  he  is  a  party 
to  the  movements  of  the  rebels. 

13.  I  have  thus,  my  Lord,  endeavoured  to  place  before  your  view  as  clearly 
as  I  am  able,  the  principal  causes  which  have  separately  and  jointly  contributed 
to  produce  the  present  outbreak.  Extreme  pressure  of  business  will  not  per- 
mit me  by  the  present  mail,  to  touch  upon  any  other  matters  bearing  upon  our 
present  proceedings  and  future  policy,  which  I  shall  hereafter  have  occasion  to 
allude  to. 

I  have,  &c.. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.  &c. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  23.  End.  I  in  No.  23. 

Statement  of  the  Head  Priest  of  the  Dambool  Temple. 

At  Kandy,  on  the  12th  day  of  August,  1848,  appeared  before  the  Hon.  the  Acting 
Queen's  Advocate  and  the  undersigned  Charles  Stewart,  Esq.,  Deputy  Queen^s  Advocate  for 
the  Central  Province,  Ambalambe  Unnause>  of  the  Dambool  Wiharc,  who,  in  answer  to  the 
questions  put  to  him  by  the  Queen's  Advocate,  voluntarily  made  the  following  statement 
through  the  interpretation  of  the  undersigned  Cornelius  Jayetileke,  Modliar,  that  is  to  say : — 

I  am  at  present  the  chief  priest  of  the  Dambool  Wihare.  I  have  been  a  priest  of  this  temple 
for  the  last  60  years.  There  are  six  other  ordained  priests  attached  to  that  temple  and  living 
there — Geranagomowe  Unnause,  Indegolagama  Unnause,  Nikkomalle  Unnause,  Haduwa 
Unnause,  Marala  Oloowaya  Unnause,  and  Ambulambe  Kuda  Unnause.  The  pretender  was 
at  Dambool  some  time  a^o ;  I  saw  him  for  the  first  time  on  the  night  of  the  26th  July  last,  on 
a  Wednesday,  in  the  early  part  of  the  night ;  but  on  the  night  of  the  24th  of  that  month  I 
have  heard  that  there  was  such  a  person  in  the  jungle,  about  four  miles  from  our  Wihare.  On 
the  25th  I  despatched  Padinuia  Aratchille  to  Golapelle  Rateymahatmeya  with  a  message,  to 
say  that  I  had  heard  that  there  were  some  people  and  a  man,  either  a  Malabar  or  a  Singalee, 
who  pretended  to  be  a  king,  in  the  jungle  about  a  gow  from  the  Wihare,  I  requested  the 
Aratchille  to  satisfy  himself  of  the  correctness  of  the  report  before  delivering  the  message. 
The  Rateymahatmeya  was  at  that  time  in  the  village  Pennallabodde.  The  Aratchy  returned 
to  me  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  26ih,  and  told  me  that  he  had  seen  the  king  and  nis  people, 
and  had  told  the  Rateymahatmeya  what  he  had  seen,  and  what  I  had  told  him,  and  that  he 
found  the  Rateymahatmeya  not  at  Pennallabodde,  but  at  his  Walawe  at  Ehelepolla. 

On  that  evening,  about  one  hour  and  a  half  (Singhalese)  before  sun-set,  whilst  I  and  others 
were  bathing,  we  neard  a  '*  Hoo !"  at  the  front  of  the  temple,  near  the  rock,  and  a  call,  "  Come 
soon  !"  After  bathing,  we  went  to  the  Pansela.  On  my  arriving  at  the  Pansela,  two  men 
came  to  it ;  I  asked  t  hem,  "  What  was  the  cry  for  ?"  and  **  why  did  you  come  here  ?"  These 
persons  replied,  '*  The  king  and  a  great  number  of  people  have  arrived,  and  require  the  keys 
of  the  temple.*'  I  do  not  know  these  two  persons;  they  asked  me  to  take  the  keys.  I  sent 
the  keys  by  Ambulambe  Kuda  Unnause,  and  a  message  that  I  would  come  when  I  had  done 
chewing  beetle.  I  followed  shortly  after.  I  first  of  all  saw  10  men  with  guns,  near  the  stone 
steps,  as  a  guard  ;  a  little  further  on  I  saw  another  guard  of  about  20  men  with  guns.  I  then 
entered  the  compound,  and  there  saw  700  or  800  men ;  they  were  armed  with  guns  and 
swords  ;  some  had  no  arms.  I  found  the  lamps  burning  in  die  temple  within  the  Maha  Dewalla, 
at  the  spot  where  offerings  are  usually  made.  Sitting  on  a  carpet,  with  a  pillow  by  his  side, 
I  saw  the  man  calling  himself  the  king.  I  went  up  to  him  together  with  Giermagamma 
Unnause.  I  saw  the  man;  he  asked  me  why  I  had  not  come  up  sooner.  I  said  that  I  had 
been  bathing.  He  then  asked  me,  '*  Are  you  attached  to  the  religion  of  Boodhoo  or  to  the 
Government  V  I  replied  that  I  was  attached  to  both.  He  then  said,  "  Why,  when  a  king 
was  coming  to  the  temple,  did  you  not  decorate  it  and  open  the  doors  ?"  I  said,  had  I  known 
in  time  I  would  have  done  so.  He  became  angry,  and  asked  me  if  I  wished  to  go  into  the 
jungle?  I  replied,  I  had  no  such  wi^h.  He  requested  me  to  let  him  see  my  face.  He  looked 
at  my  face  and  asked,  "  Why  do  you  argue  with  me  ?"  He  became  very  angry  with  me.  He 
then  asked  me,  **  Don't  you  know  what  happened  to  Parunatelle  Naike  Unnause  V  I  said,  "  I  do 
know."  He  then  said,  •*  Which  sword  do  you  think  is  the  sharper,  the  English  or  the  Singhalese?'* 
I  replied,  '*  They  are  both  sharp ;  they  will  both  cut."  He  now  became  more  angry.  He  told  me 
I  was  not  to  speak  in  this  manner  in  future.  He  extended  his  pardon  to  me.  While  this  inter- 
view was  going  on,  the  king's  people  crowded  round  to  hear.  Seeing  that,  he  got  up,  taking  from 
the  carpet  a  sword  in  each  hand,  and  went  out  to  the  Pilla.  He  ordered  those  who  expected 
to  receive  high  situations  to  separate  themselves  from  the  others,  and  to  go  on  one  side.  The 
people,  however,  instead  of  doing  so,  still  crowded ;  upon  which  he  jumped  into  the  compound, 
and  got  among  the  people  and  drove  them  back.  He  then  stood  among  the  middle  of  the 
people  and  said,  *'  Do  not  hurt  the  poor  people,  I  like  them.'*  He  then  returned  to  the  same 
carpet,  and  I  returned  to  the  Panselle.  I  left  him  in  the  temple,  in  the  Vishanu  Dewalle. 
When  I  went  away  there  were  other  priests  with  the  king.     The  king  was  about  to  take  his  ^ 

meal  in  the  temple  when  I  went  away.     His  foUowers  had  prepared  it  for  him.     I  returned 
to  the  temple  four  or  five  hours  afterwards,  when  I  found  him  inside  the  temple,  opposite  the 
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CBY1X)N.         image  of  Vishanu,  the  curtain  hanng  been  removed.     I  was  informed  by  the  priests  and  boys, 
.""■"  and,  in  fact,  by  all  the  people  there,  when  I  came  back  to  the  temple,  that,  during  my  absence, 

the  king  had  made  oflTerings  to  Boodhoo,  and  had  also  made  a  dedaration  b^ore  the  image  of 
Vishanu  to  the  following  effect : — "  I  do  not  lie.     I  am  not  an  impostor.     1  am  a  graudson  of 
King  Keer-Sisseree ;  to  the  truth  of  which  I  call  heaven  and  earth,  and  the  Elatregani  God  to 
witness ;  and  if  this  is  false  my  head  will  burst,  and  lightning  will  strike  me."     On  my  arrival 
he  took  out  a  piece  of  **  puss  cola  ^  from  his  waist,  and  placed  it  on  a  chair  which  stands  oppo- 
site the  image  of  Vishnoo.    He  shortly  afterwards  took  up  the  puss  cola  and  read  it  aloud.    It 
contained  his  name,  "Sereweek  Kereme  Saraawe  Siddipi."    He  desired  us  to  perform  •*  PeerHT 
for  him.     I  said  at  first  I  did  not  know  how  to  perform  this  service  for  a  kins.    He  replied 
that  I  was  an  old  priest,  and  must  know.     Upon  this  we  performed  the  service.     He  stood 
opposite  to  us  in  the  temple.     We  stood  in  a  row,  about  seven  or  eight  of  us  (priests),  and 
said  the  Peerit.     All  this  we  did  through  fear ;  what  could  we  do  against  such  a  crowd  of 
people  ?    After  the  service  was  performed  he  returned  to  the  carpet.     He  then  asked  us  for  two 
palanqueens.     He  replied,  '*  How  then  do  you  go  to  the  villages  to  preach  Banna  ?    Give  me 
the  two  palanqueens ;  deliver  them  in  charge  of  Lanadoore  Aratchille  and  Ratwatte  Banda." 
They  were  both  present.     There  was  but  one  palanqueen,  and  that  I  gave ;  it  was  the  one  taken 
at  Matelle.     Before  daylight  the  king  and  his  people  left  Dambool  for  Matelle,  with  torn 
toms«     This  is  all  I  know.     I  did  notlung  after  the  king  had  gone.     I  sent  no  information  to 
any  person  of  his  visit.     At  that  time  Tappal  was  stopped,  and  no  person  could  pass  aal 
repass  to  and  from  Kandy.     Before  this  time  I  had  never  seen  the  king.     I  do  not  know  wbo 
was  the  king.     He  spoke  Malabar;  he  spoke  Singhalese  to  us,  but  he  spoke  Malabar  to  a 
man  who  was  with  him.     He  was  like  a  Singhalese  man ;  I  cannot  say  that  he  was  a  Malabar. 
He  spoke  like  a  learned  man  in  Singhalese,  and  spoke  it  without  any  forei^  accent.     He  was 
of  a  light  colour.     I  did  not  myself  distinguish  the  colour  of  his  eyes;  all  the  people  said  he 
had  cat's  eyes.     He  had  whiskers  and  moustachios,  the  latter  curled  up,  but  no  beard.    He 
was  of  the  middle  size ;  rather  stout  figure,  and  good  looking.     He  appeared  to  be  about  37 
years  of  age,  more,  not  less.     He  had  on  his  head  a  striped  yellow  silk  turban ;  a  white  jacket 
extending  as  far  as  his  waist ;  a  white  cloth  with  gold  border,  worn  in  the  Singhalese  way :  a 
ring  on  the  forefinger  of  the  right  hand.     I  could  not  send  information  to  Komegalle,  because 
that  district  was  also  in  a  disturbed  state.    Though  the  disturbance  had  not  broken  out,  the  people 
were  watching  the  road.     I  did  not  send  information  either  to  Trincomalee  or  Anooiadha^ora, 
though  the  roads  to  the  places  were  open  ;  I  could  not  do  so.     I  have  no  other  reason  to  give 
for  not  doing  it.  I  know  the  DooUewe  Dewa  Nilleme.  Shortly  before  this  he  built  a  temple  at 
Dambool.     The  last  time  I  saw  him  was  at  Dambool,  during  the  elephant  kraal  in  the  Matelle 
district. 


End.  2  in  No.  23.  Enclosure  2  in  No.  23. 

Extracts  from  Translation  of  a  Sinoalrse  Letter,  addressed  by  a  Native  to  the  Maha 
MoDLiAR,  dated  Kandy,  July  30,  1848,  respecting  the  crowning  of  the  Pretender. 

**  The  impostor  Denis,  who  has  been  recently  proclaimed  king  at  Matelle,  his  brother 
Dawita,  and  several  other  people  from  different  Kattes,  assembled  at  Dambool,  and  decided 
on  making  a  rebellion.  Denis  and  his  brother  then  entered  the  interior  of  the  Temple,  and 
approaching  the  image  of  Maha  Vishnu,  and  kneeling  before  it,  made  the  following  declara- 
tion : — '  I  and  my  brother  are  no  ordinary  persons.  We  are  princes  descended  from  the  royal 
family  of  (naming  an  ancient  king  of  La^a) ;  if  this  be  an  untruth,  may  Divine  vengeance 
visit  us;  may  the  curse  of  Grod  rest  upon  us.  God  Vishnu,  sky  and  earth,  be  ye  witnesses  to 
this  our  solemn  declaration !' 

•*  Upon  this,  the  priests  of  the  Temple  pronounced  the  hymns  of  victory  and  blessing  over  a 
vase  full  of  water,  and  anointed  Denis  King  of  Kandy.  People  then  prostrated  before  him, 
calling  him  their  king,  and  rose  against  Government.  Thero  is  hardly  anybody  in  Matelle, 
who  is  not  concerned  in  this  rebellion.  I  am  now  engaged  in  making  a  list  of  the  names  of 
the  principal  persons  in  it.  The  priests,  and  tenants  of  Dambool  Wihare,  as  I  have  alrea4y 
told  you,  aro  the  leaders.  I  am  now  inquiring  who  are  the  principal  persons  concerned  in 
other  rattes. 

"  I  do  not  think  that  the  recent  rebellion  is  owing  to  the  imposition  of  the  new  taxes.  The 
people  in  Dambool,  or  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion,  do  not  seem  to  be  aware  of  the  imposition 
of  them.  They  do  not  even  make  an  allusion  to  it.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  object  of  the 
rebels  is  to  conquer  the  country  from  the  English.  It  is  evident  that  this  affair  dates  its  origin 
before  the  promulgation  of  the  new  Ordinances. 
'^  *'  It  is  owing  to  these  circumstances,  that  the  people  have  become  so  bold.  All  people  in  the 
Kandyan  country  believe  that  the  Pretender  and  his  brother  aro  real  princes.  They  can  never 
be  persuaded  that  they  are  impostors." 


Ena  3  in  No  23.  Enclosure  3  in  No.  23. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  a  Native  to  the  Maha  Moduau,  dated  Kandy,  July  29,  1848. 

*'  This  rebdlioQ  is,  it  seems,  quite  a  preooooerted  thing ;  and  the  people  who  head  it,  want 
not  the  repeal  of  taxes,  but  a  change  of  government*** 
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Enclosure  4  in  No.  23.  CBYLON.' 

Extract  of  a  Lbttbr  from  a  Native  to  the  Honourable  the  Colonial  Segrbtart,      ^ncL  4  in  No.  83. 

dated  July  28,  1848. 

^  I  bare  also  heard  that  there  is  another  young  foreigner  in  EDepatto,  Elipanknleme ;  or  in 
Wedipattuwe»  of  Tamankadneve ;  kept  in  secrecy,  with  a  view  to  raise  to  the  throne  of 
Kandy. 

*^  Sir  John  D*Oyly,  during  all  his  time,  employed  his  imceasing  attention  and  vigilance 
against  the  appearances  of  any  pretenders. 

**  The  Kandyan  subjects  are  highly  aggrieved  and  annoyed  since  the  British  Governors 
ceased  the  interferences  and  protection  to  uphold  their  religion,  as  was  proclaimed  by  the 
convention  of  1815.*' 


Enclosure  5  in  No.  23.  End.  6  in  No.  23. 

Translation  op  thb  Ola. 

May  all  blessings   attend  his  most  excellent  Majesty  the  King  of  Ceylon,  Darmapaale, 
whose  mandate  is  this : — 

Be  it  known  to  MoUegodeya,*  Gannepalla,  and  Medenia  of  the  Desavony  of  the  Four  Korles, 
that  the  royal  family  is  not  extinct.  The  English  Queen  has  it  in  contemplation  to  destroy 
the  Great  Temple  in  Kandy.  The  individuals  we  have  named,  and  also  the  Nulleweys  (the 
Dunuwille  family),  are  endeavouring  to  do  us  injury  ;  we  will  not  permit  them  to  do  so.  The 
two  former  are  slaves,  and  profess  the  Christian  religion.  The  latter  is  descended  from  the 
Portuguese,  who  bear  affinity  to  the  English.  The  houses  of  these  three  men  shall  be  burnt, 
and  they  shall  be  put  to  death.  Inhabitants  of  Four  Korles  be  warned !  This  is  writen  by 
the  gracious  order  of  the  King  of  Kandy,  who  preserves  the  Great  and  other  Temples. 
True  Copy  of  the  Translation. 

W.  D.  Bernard. 


Enclosure  6  in  No.  23.  End.  6  in  No.  23. 

Translation. 

The  command  of  his  Highness  Sree  Wickaeme  Sarwa  Siddy,  who  has  ascended  the  throne 

on  Wednesday  the  12th  day  of  July,  is — 

That  you,  Paleegaswene  Ratte  Mahatmea,  do,  on  the  receipt  of  this,  without  any  delay, 
cause  the  roads  to  be  blocked,  and  well  watched  by  armed  men;  and  that  you  do  report  what 
number  of  places  are  guarded,  and  the  number  of  arms  are  so  stationed  by  you.  Which 
being  done,  you  should  send  a  report  to  the  Palace,  at  the  fort  of  Matelle,  where  his  Highness 
resides.  In  default  of  which,  you  must  not  complain  if  his  Highness  should  visit  yoii  with 
his  displeasure.  Should  a  foreign  enemy  rise  from  the  district  (Nuwerekalaweza),  after 
evincing  loyalty  to  his  Highness,  no  blame  should  be  imputed  to  his  Highness. 

True  Copy  of  Translation. 
W.  D.  Bernard. 


(No.  145.)  No.  24.  No.  24. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queens  House,  Colombo,  August  15,  1848, 
My  Lord,  {Received  September  25,  1848.)  Answered  Oct.  24, 

As  it  is  probable  that  a  good  deal  of  apprehension  may  prevail  among  Jgg®*  ^*  ^^^'  P' 
those  parties  in  England  who  are  interested  in  the  coffee  cultivation  of  Ceylon, 
with  regard  to  the  effect  which  the  disturbances  in  some  parts  of  the  Kandian 
districts  may  have  upon  the  Indian  Coolies  who  are  already  in  the  island,  and 
as  to  the  influence  which  the  reports  of  the  state  of  the  country  may  exercise  in 
deterring  others  from  coming  over  at  the  proper  season  to  gather  in  the  crops, 
I  feel  it  my  duty  to  state  to  your  Lordship  that  I  do  not  apprehend  that  any 
deficiency  of  Coolies  will  be  occasioned  by  the  circumstances  I  have  alluded  to. 
If  it  should  really  turn  out  that  labour  becomes  scarce  within  the  next  two  or 
three  months,  I  am  persuaded  that  the  true  cause  will  be  found  touch  rather 
in  the  disheartening  effect  upon  the  Coolies  of  being  kept  many  months  in 
arrear  of  the  wages  due  to  them  in  the  course  of  the  past  season,  and  indeed  at 
the  present  time,  than  in  any  fears  which  they  may  entertain  of  the  Kandians.  * 


*  The  two  first  are  two  Rattemahafmeyas  of  the  Four  Korles,  viz.,  PooDecoor  Corle  and  Belligal ;  the 
latter  is  Koralle  of  Kunduha  Pattoo  of  Four  Korles. 
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CEYLON.  2.  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  state  that  a  vast  number  of  coolies  left  the  estate 

to  return  to  their  homes  with  considei-able  sums  due  to  them  for  wages,  pay 
ment  of  which  they  were  unable  to  procure.  The  superintendents  have  in 
many  instances  been  sued  before  the  Courts,  but  pleaded  that  they  were  them- 
selves unpaid,  and  were  quite  unable  to  pay  their  labourers.  So  much  has 
this  been  the  case,  and  such  a  prejudicial  effect  is  it  likely  to  have  upon  the 
minds  of  the  Coolies  (not  to  speak  of  its  injustice),  that  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty 
to  bring  before  the  Legislative  Council  at  its  next  session,  a  Bill  to  make  the 
wages  of  the  Coolies  a  first  charge  upon  the  crop,  and  to  prevent  the  removal 
of  the  coffee  from  the  stores  of  the  estates  until  the  arrears  of  wages  shall  hava 
been  paid. 

3.  But  with  a  view  to  obviate  the  effect  of  false  alarms  with  regard  to  the 
Kandian  outbreak  upon  the  minds  of  the  Malabar  inhabitants  of  the  oppo* 
site  coast,  I  have  addressed  a  request  to  the  Governor  of  Madras,  that  he 
would  be  good  enough  to  cause  notices  to  be  issued  and  to  be  distributed 
throughout  all  those  districts  from  which  the  Coolies  come,  to  dispel  the  feara 
of  the  natives,  and  to  assure  them  that  no  danger  need  be  apprehended.  Sir 
Herbert  Maddock  has  also  written  to  many  of  his  friends  in  Madras  to  the 
same  effect. 

4.  I  have  already  noticed  in  my  Despatches  by  this  mail  that  the  codies 
upon  the  estates  have  shown  a  great  deal  of  courage,  and  have  not  abandcmed 
their  master's  property. 

5.  By  returns  which  are  now  before  me  from  all  the  ports  at  which  coolies 
arrive,  and  from  which  they  take  their  departure,  being  seven  in  number,  in* 
eluding  Colombo,  I  find  that  in  the  first  six  months  of  the  present  year  the 
total  number  of  coolies  who  arrived,  as  nearly  as  possible  equalled  the  total 
number  who  departed,  including  women  and  children,  amounting  to  about 
9000  either  way.  In  the  month  of  July  the  number  of  arrivals  exceeded  the 
number  of  departures  at  Colombo  by  about  100,  but  I  have  no  returns  from 
other  ports. 

6.  It  is  quite  possible  that  in  a  few  instances  coolies  who  have  arrived  within 
the  last  few  days  may  have  been  deterred  from  following  their  usual  lines  of 

. —    march  ;  but  from  the  enclosed  statement  by  Sir  Emerson  Tennent  of  what  he 

witnessed  while  on  his  journey  up  to  Kandy,  and  from  the  generally  quiet 
state  of  all  but  two  of  the  districts,  I  feel  persuaded  that  the  coolies  will  not  in 
any  considerable  number  be  deterred  from  going  to  Kandy.  Instead  of  striking 
along  the  high  road  from  Anaradjapoora,  or  of  turning  off  by  Putlam  through 
Kornegalle,  it  appears  that  they  are  taking  the  line  by  the  sea  coast,  and  will 
then  follow  up  the  main  roadfrom  Colombo  to  Kandy. 

7.  I  confess  that  it  strikes  me  with  some  surprise  that  many  of  the  merchants 
of  Colombo,  instead  of  using  their  utmost  efforts  to  encourage  the  coolies  and 
dispel  their  fears,  are  acting  in  a  manner  calculated  to  create  the  very  panic 
which  they  profess  to  dread,  by  spreading  false  reports  of  the  flight  and  terror 
of  the  coolies. 

I  have,  &c.. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


End.  in  No.  24.  Enclosure  in  No.  24. 

My  Lord,  Kandy,  August  12,  1848. 

On  the  road  from  Colombo  to  Kandy  I  overtook  sareral  parties  of  coolies  from  the 
coast  who  were  on  their  journey  to  the  coffee  districts.  On  inquiring  why  they  had  taken  this 
circuitous  route,  their  canganis  informed  me  that  on  arriving  at  rutlam  tliey  heard  of  the 
riots  at  Komegsdle^  and  instead  of  turning  off  in  that  direction  they  continued  along  the  coast 
road,  knowing  it  was  undisturbed. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  have  the  evidence  that  the  Malabar  coolies  have  not  been  struck  by 
panic,  as  was  at  one  time  apprehended ;  but  that  they  are  accurately  informed  of  the  state  of 
things,  and  act  deliberately  in  accommodating  their  movements  accordingly. 

I  have,  &c.. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Governor.  (Signed)  J.  Emerson  Tennent. 
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CEYLON. 

No.  85. 


(No.  146.)  No.  25. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscoujjt  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queens  House,  Colombo,  August  15, 1848. 
My  Lord,  (Received  October  2,  1848.) 

,     T«»i  IT  ,  ^^  .  ,,-.  AiMwered  Oct.  84, 

1.  It  afiords  me  much  pleasure  at  the  present  moment  to  be  able  to  state  i848.  No.  303, 
to  your  Lordship  that  I  have  received  addresses  and  memorials  from  various  P*  ^^^^ 
bodies  and  from  public  meetings,  expressing  the  entire  satisfaction  of  a  large 

part  of  the  community  at  the  vigorous  measures  which  have  been  adopted  by 
my  Government  for  the  suppression  of  rebellion,  and  for  the  restoration  of 
public  tranquillity  throughout  the  island. 

2.  I  have  now  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  four  of  the  docu- 
ments giving  expression,  to  public  opinion  in  various  forms.     The  first  is  a  copy 

of  certain  resolutions  carried  at  a  public  meeting  in  Colombo.     The  second  is  1. 

a  resolution  adopted  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,         ^    2. 

Another  is  an  address  on  behalf  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  and  the  clergy  3^^ 

of  that  persuasion.    And  the  fourth  is  a  memorial,  or  a  set  of  resolutions  4. 

adopted  at  a  general  public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Kandy  and  of  those 
having  interests  at  stake  in  that  district,  presided  over  by  Sir  Herbert  Mad- 
dock. 

3.  I  would  particularly  invite  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  3rd  and  4th 
of  these  documents,  because  they  convey  the  expression  of  what  I  believe  to  be 
the  real  sentiments  of  the  largest  and  most  influential  body  of  the  inhabitants. 

I  have,  &c.. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  23.  j^^^  1  in  ^^^  25^ 

At  a  Public  Meeting  held  this  day  m  the  Exchanob-room,  Fort  of  Colombo,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  carried  unanimously  : — 

James  Swan,  £sq.>  in  the  Chair. 
1st  Resolutions- 
Proposed  by  J.  Clewes,  Esq. 
Seconded  by  A.  F.  Gore,  Esq. 

That  this  public  meeting,  consisting  of  the  inhabitants  of  all  classes  resident  in  Colombo, 
do  most  cordially  and  heartily  express  their  unanimous  concurrence  in  the  prompt  and  active 
measures  of  the  Government  to  suppress  rebeUion  in  the  Kandian  districts. 

2nd  Resolution — 

Proposed  by  W.  K.  Lancaster,  Esq. 
Seconded  by  W.  Robertson,  Esq. 

That  a  deputation  of  six  gentlemen  be  selected  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  Viscount  Torring- 
ton, to  lay  before  his  Lordship  the  loyalty  and  good  feeling  of  this  meeting,  and  to  offer  their 
ready  service  in  any  manner  required  for  the  support  of  order  and  constitutional  government. 

3rd  Resolution — 

Proposed  by  J.  T.  F.  Bowker,  Esq. 
Seconded  by  P.  Templer,  Esq. 

That  the  following  gentlemen  do  wait  upon  his  Excellency  the  Governor^  to  lay  before  his    ' 
Lordship  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting. 

James  Swan,  Esq.,  Chairman. 

J.  B.  Alston,  Esq.  A.  F.  Gore,  Esq. 

W.  Robertson,  Esq.  Hew  Stewart,  Esq. 

J.  Clewes,  Esq.  David  Wilson,  Esq. 

4th  Resolution — 

Proposed  by  J.  Selby,  Esq. 
Seconded  by  Hew  Stewart,  Esq. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  James  Swan,  Esq.,  for  his  able  conduct  in  the 
chair. 

(Signed)  James  Swan,  Chairman. 

Colombo,  August  5, 1848. 
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^*I^^-  Enclosure  2  in  No.  25. 

End.  2  in  No.  25.    Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  a  Special  General  Meeting  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, held  July  31,  1848. 

*'  Resolved,  That  Messrs*  Ritchie,  Smith,  Swan,  and  Dawson  do  form  a  deputation  to  wait 
upon  his  Excellmicy  the  Grovemor,  to  brug  before  him  the  great  danger  to  be  apprehended  to 
the  planting  interest  by  the  existing  disaifection  in  the  interior,  to  express  to  his  Excellency  the 
hearty  concurrence  of  the  Chamber  in  the  prompt  measures  adopted  by  Government  to  sup- 
press insurrection,  with  the  assurance  of  the  willing  and  active  co-operation  of  its  members  in 
case  of  need,  and  to  pray  that  his  Excellency  may  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  best  calcu* 
lated  to  avert  the  impending  ruin  which  threatens  the  colony  by  the  departure  of  the  Malabar 
Coolies  from  the  island  while  under  the  influence  of  alarm.** 

(Signed)  "  W.  Ritchie>  Chairman  of  Meeting." 


End.  3  in  No.  25  Enclosure  3  in  No.  25. 

Mt  Lord,  Colombo,  August  7>  1848. 

I  am  desirous  at  this  period  to  o6fer  to  your  Excellency,  on  the  part  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic clergy  of  Ceylon,  what  must,  I  fear,  convey  but  a  feeble  expression  of  our  feelings  with 
reference  to  late  occurrences. 

Deeply  interested  as  we  shall  ever  be  in  the  peace  and  well-being  of  the  entire  people  of  this 
country,  it  was  with  the  greatest  sorrow  and  regret  we  heard  that  the  efforts  of  the  designing 
and  evil-disposed  were  so  far  successful  as  temporarily  to  attract  a  portion  of  the  poor  and 
ignorant  natives  from  their  just  allegiance  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

The  di^>en8ation  of  Divine  Providence  having,  however,  mercifully  abated  the  evil  which 
threatened  the  land,  I  have  the  pleasbg  duty  to  perform  of  respectfully  addressing  your  Ex- 
cellency, whose  exertions  have  been  instrumental  to  this  end,  to  express  in  behalf  of  those  whom 
I  represent,  our  warmest  thanks  and  our  heartfelt  gratitude  for  the  prompt,  judicious,  and 
efficacious  measures  adopted  by  your  Lordship  for  the  restoration  of  peace  and  security  and 
the  preservation  of  order. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  our  exertions  shall  inva- 
riably be  used  to  inculcate  obedience  and  respect  to  the  laws,  and  our  influence  exercised  to  aid 
and  support  the  constituted  authorities  in  their  laudable  efforts  to  promote  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  the  country. 

F  beg  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  expression  of  our  sentiments  as  a  respectful  tok^i  of 
our  confidence  in  your  Lordship's  Government,  and  as  a  mark  of  our  dutiful  esteem  and  gra- 
titude ;  and  with  our  earnest  prayers  to  Almighty  God  to  guide,  prosper,  and  preserve  your 
Excellency  in  every  undertaking, 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Riffht  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)         +  Caetano  Antonio, 

&c.  &c.  &c.  Bishop  and  Vicar  Apost.  of  Ceylon. 


Enclt  4  in  No.  25. 


Enclosure  4  in  No.  25. 
Proceedings  at  a  Public  Meeting  at  Kandit,  Sir  Herbert  Maddock  in  the  Chair. 

1^  Resolution — 

Moved  by  R.  D.  Swan,  Esq. 
Seconded  by  R.  D.  Gerard,  Esq. 

That  this  meeting  tender  its  cordial  thanks  to  the  local  Government  for  the  prompt  and 
energetic  measures  taken  to  suppress  the  rebellion  lately  raised  within  this  and  the  other  dis- 
tricts of  the  Kandian  provinces,  and  for  the  protection  of  Her  Majesty's  peaceable  and  loyal 
subjects^ 

2nd  Resolution — 

Moved  by  W.  R.  Gaskell,  Esq. 
Second)^  by  C.  Morrison,  Esq. 

That  this  meeting  feels  confident  that  no  general  disaffection  to  the  British  Government 
exists  among  the  mass  of  the  Kandian  people,  except  perhaps  in  certain  districts,  and  is  of 
opinion  that  the  lower  orders  have  been  incited  by  tumultous  assemblages,  and  violent  mea- 
sures by  ill-disposed  persons,  amongst  whom  are  many  chiefs,  petty  headmen,  and  priests. 

3rd  Resolution — 

Moved  by  Rev.  S.  O.  Glenie, 
Seconded  by  A.  Adams,  Esq. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  are  due  to  Col.  Drought  for  the  effective  and  judicious 
manner  in  which  he  has  carried  out  the  measures  of  Government,  and  for  the  ready  assistance 
he  has  given  in  cases  where  his  aid  or  protection  were  solicited. 
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4th  Resolution—  CEYLOK. 

Moved  bv  G.  Wall,  Esq.  "" 

Seconded  by  T.  Hunter,  Esq. 

That  this  meeting  views  with  regret  the  unworthy  attempt  lately  made  by  certain  parties  to 
charge  the  late  disturbances  upon  undue  display  of  the  military,  and  records  its  opinion  that 
the  interference  of  military  force  was  peremptorily  required,  and  most  opportunely  and  judi- 
cious exercised. 

5th  Resolut]oi>— 

Moved  by  J.  K.  Jolly,  Esq. 
Seconded  by  J.  J.  Staples,  Esq. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  the  Honourable  the  Chairman  for  his  obliging 
conduct  in  the  chair,  and  that  he  do  kindly  forward  a  report  of  the  proceedings,  with  a  copy  of 
the  resolutions,  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  a  copy  of  the  3rd  resolution  to  Lieut.-Col. 
Drought. 


(No.  147.)  No.  26.  No.  26, 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo, 
August  15,  1848. 
My  Lord,  (Received  October  2,  1848.)      Answered  Oct.  24, 

^  '  -^  1848,  No.  304, 

1.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  two  memorials  from  certain  members  p  341.; 

of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Colombo,  addressed  to  your  Lordship,  toge- 1^ 

ther  with  the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  by  other  '^ 

members  of  that  body,  who  therein  request  that  I  will  bring  to  your  Lordship's 3^ 

notice  the  fact  that  they  dissent  from  the  statements  contained  in  the  two 
memorials,  and  that  they  regard  them  as  evincing  ''  an  uncalled-for  interfer- 
*'  ence,  and  highly  improper  at  the  present  juncture." 

2.  It  is  right  that  I  should  apprise  your  Lordship  that  there  are  certain 
members  of  that  body,  who  for  some  time  past  have  taken  opportunities  to 
exhibit  little  petty  hostilities  and  jealousies  towards  the  Government,  partly,  as 
I  think,  because  the  hardness  of  the  times,  the  pressure  of  monetary  affairs,  and 
the  bankruptcy  or  insolvency  of  some  of  their  body,  have  contributed  to  un- 
settle their  minds  and  make  their  position  one  of  difficulty.  In  other  respects^ 
too,  it*  can  hardly  be  expected  that  they  should  altogether  avoid  the  natural 
weakness  of  mankind,  which  is  at  all  times  disposed  to  attribute  the  failure  of 
their  plans  and  disappointed  hopes  to  the  direct  agency  of  Government,  and  to 
any  other  cause  rather  than  their  own  rashness  or  over-sanguine  expectations. 

3.  The  memorials  in  question  have  the  recommendation  of  praying  for  a 
reduction  of  our  expenditure,  and  in  this  respect  I  am  far  from  finding  fault 
with  them.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  on  several  occasions  already  dwelt  upon 
the  necessity  for  economy  in  all  branches  of  our  expenditure.  But  beyond  this 
particular  point,  they  present  to  your  Lordship  a  disquisition  upon  some  of  the 
measures  of  my  government,  which  at  this  juncture  is  particularly  misplaced. 
I  bave  reason  to  believe  that  many,  if  not  all  of  them,  are  fully  aware  of  the 
various  means  which  have  been  used  to  create  dissatisfaction  among  the  natives, 
and  they  take  advantage  of  the  opportimity  of  a  rebellion  in  the  Kandian  dis- 
tricts, to  endeavour  to  impress  upon  your  Lordship  the  fact  that  the  revolt  at 
Kandy,  and  the  excited  state  of  the  public  mind  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
CJolombo  (by  no  means  so  great  as  they  would  represent  it  to  be),  are  alike  to 
be  attributed  to  the  introduction  of  the  gun  ordinance,  the  shop  ordinance,  and 
the  road  ordinance,  which  they  perversely  call  the  poll-tax. 

4.  Whatever  defects  there  may  be  in  the  details  of  these  ordinances,  I  think 
that  neither  the  memorialists  nor  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  be  disposed 
to  make  objection  to  the  principle  upon  which  all  of  them  are  founded.  Minor 
deficiencies  which  are  at  jdl  times  likely  to  become  developed  on  bringing  new 
measures  into  practical  operation  in  a  distant  country  might  easily  have  been 
remedied,  (and  it  was  my  intention  to  have  done  so,)  in  the  approaching  session 
of  the  legislative  coimcil ;  but  the  road  ordinance  is  actually  not  yet  brought 
into  operation  at  all,  and  by  the  erroneous  designation  of  a  poll-tax,  which  they 
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CEYLON,  know  that  it  is  not,  they  have  given  proof  of  their  dispoigition  to  find  fault 
whether  deserved  or  not;  and  the  whole  tone  of  their  second  memorial 
is  precisely  such  as  might  be  expected  from  friends  and  partisans  of  the 
**  Observer." 

5.  Their  present  attack  upon  my  government  and  myself  is  only  a  continua- 
tion in  a  different  form  of  the  several  efforts  which  were  made  by  Mr.  ♦  *  * 
in  the  same  direction.  They  have  purposely  kept  out  of  sight  the  feet  that  the 
abolition  of  the  export  duties,  by  which  a  loss  to  the  revenue  will  have  been 
incurred  of  at  least  20,000i  a-year,  was  expressly  adopted  to  give  relief  to  the 
planting  and  mercantile  interests.  They  purposely  avoid  all  reference  to  the 
urgent  demand  they  have  at  all  times  made  for  the  extension  of  roads,  and  for 
facilitating,  and  therefore  cheapening  the  transport  of  produce  from  the  interior, 
and  of  food  to  their  estates.  But  they  dwell  entirely  upon  certain  new  taxes, 
which  they  are  in  fact  scarcely  likely  to  have  in  all  cases  to  pay. 

6.  They  dwell  upon  the  ruin  of  the  planters,  as  if  it  entirely  resulted  from 
the  measures  of  Government  (scarcely  yet  in  operation  at  all),  and  omit  to 
inform  your  Lordship  that  the  spirit  of  unwise  speculation,  and  the  disposition 
to  useless  and  extravagant  expenditure  which  first  led  the  planters  into  debt 
and  then  brought  on  their  ruin,  was  fostered  and  encouraged  by  the  merchants 
who  now  complain,  and  by  others  who  are  not  here  now  to  make  complaint, 
because  being  ruined  themselves,  and  having  dragged  the  planters  with  them, 
they  have  left  the  island  in  disappointment. 

7.  With  regard  to  the  prayer  with  which  both  the  memorials  conclude,  viz., 
that  a  special  conmiission  may  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
colony  and  its  administration,  I  cannot  perceive  that  there  are  sufficient  groimds 
for  recommending  such  a  course  lo  your  Lordship. 

8.  I  incline  to  think  that  mischief  would  be  done  at  the  present  time,  by 
encouraging  people  to  complain,  by  kindling  discussion  upon  difficult  and  even 
dangerous  points,  and  that  no  good  purpose  would  be  attained  by  it,  which  may 
not  equally  be  secured  or  attempted  without  it ;  I  can  see  no  sufficient  reason 
for  thus  adding  fuel  as  it  were  (in  my  judgment)  to  the  fire,  and  incurring  a 
great  expense,  which  at  best  could  only  result  in  pointing  out  deficiencies  to  be 
remedied  which  are  already  known,  or  institutions  to  be  remodelled  which  are 
already  admitted  to  require  amendment,  without  being  able  on  the  instant  to 
apply  the  remedy,  or  carry  out  the  measures  which  are  obvious  enough  in 
themselves,  but  which  time  alone  can  bring  to  maturity. 

I  have,  &c., 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON, 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


EneL  I  in  No.  26.  Enclosure  1  in  No.  26. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  for  the  Colonies. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Members  of  the  Ceylon  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Humbly  Showeth, 

That  your  memorialists,  members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Ceylon,  who 
represent  directly  or  indirectly  nearly  the  whole  amount  of  capital  invested  in  this  island 
by  Europeans,  feel  it  their  duty,  in  the  present  crisis,  to  request  of  your  Lordship  that 
retrenchment  be  immediately  made  in  all  the  branches  of  the  public  expenditure  of  this  colony. 

The  irritation  among  the  native  population  now  prevailing  alike  in  the  Kandyan  and 
maritime  provinces  is,  your  memorialists  conscientiously  believe,  owing  in  a  great  measure  to 
the  establishment  of  new  taxes,  and  to  the  method  of  their  collection. 

Your  memorialists  do  not  question  the  propriety  of  the  principles  on  which  these  taxes  are 
based ;  they  are  the  substitution  of  a  direct  for  an  indirect  taxation,  and  were  the  island  in  a 
more  prosperous  condition  than  it  now  is,  your  memorialists  believe  they  would  have  excited 
little  discontent ;  but  at  present,  as  your  Lordship  is  well  aware,  both  the  agricultural  and 
commercial  interests  are  labouring  under  the  most  severe  depression.  Plantations  are  daily 
neing  abandoned  from  the  insolvency  of  the  proprietors,  money  is  exceedingly  scarce,  and  all 
Dusmess  at  a  stand-still. 

Merchants  find  themselves  compelled  to  reduce  their  establishments,  thus  throwing  o«it  of 
employ  a  numerous  and  respectable  class,  who  have  long  been  dependent  on  them,  and  are 
now  in  the  greatest  distress ;  in  fact,  such  is  the  depressed  state  of  the  colony  at  the  present 
moment,  that  unless  relief  is  granted,  it  must  soon  revert  to  its  former  position  of  a  mere 
military  dependency  of  the  Crown. 
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Unless  some  measures  be  tak^  for  immediate  relief,  your  memorialists  apprehend  that  the  CKYLON. 

colony  will  in  the  course  of  another  year  be  involved  in  total  ruin.  The  disaffection  throughout 
the  island  has,  to  the  certain  knowledge  of  your  memorialists^  already  had  the  effect  of  de- 
terring Malabar  coolies  (who  are  the  only  labourers  to  be  depended  upon  in  the  plantations) 
from  proceeding  into  the  interior  as  usual,  whilst  for  the  preservation  of  the  crops  now  ripening 
the  greatest  fears  prevail ;  for  should  further  disturbances  arise,  the  coolies  will  not  come  into 
the  country,  the  crops  will  be  entirely  lost,  and  the  result  must  be  ruin  to  the  colony. 

Your  memorialists  would  therefore  pray,  that  a  Commission  be  appointed  without  delay,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  in  what  manner  the  economy,  which  has  now  become  of  such 
vital  urgency,  can  be  effected  with  the  least  injury  to  the  public  service. 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray. 

(Signed)  H.  Ritchie,  Chairman,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

(16  signatures.^ 
Colombo,  5th  August,  1848. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  26.  End.  2  in  No.  26. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

The  Memorial  of  the  undersigned  Merchants,  Planters,  Traders,  and  Inhabitants 
of  Colombo,  in  the  Island  of  Ceylon. 

Humbly  Showeth, 

That  whilst  your  memorialists,  under  a  sense  of  their  allegiance  to  the  Crown,  felt  it 
their  bounden  duty  to  assure  the  local  Government  of  their  most  cordial  and  active  co- 
operation for  the  suppression  of  insurrection  amongst  the  natives  in  the  interior  of  the  island — 
your  memorialists  feel  equally  bound  most  respectfully  to  submit  to  your  Lordship  an 
outline  of  those  measures  which  appear  to  them  to  have,  by  the  mode  in  which  they  have 
been  brought  into  operation,  contributed  towards  the  general  disaffection  which  unhappily 
exists  both  in  the  central  and  maritime  provinces,  and  have  afforded  the  ill-affected  the 
plea  for  a  movement  which  your  memorialists  view  with  unfeigned  regret,  as  not  only  an 
act  of  disloyalty  towards  Her  Majesty's  Government,  but  the  harbinger  of  the  most  serious 
loss,  if  not  utter  ruin,  to  the  colony. 

Your  memorialists  are  anxious,  if  possible,  to  avoid  any  act  which  may  tend  at  this  present 
juncture  to  distract  the  proceedings  of  the  local  Government;  but  they  feel  that  they  would  be 
wanting  in  their  duty  to  your  Lordship  and  themselves,  were  they  on  this  present  occasion  to 
allow  the  Despatches  from  this  Government  to  reach  you  without  a  word  from  the  colony,  which 
might  enable  your  Lordship  to  judge  as  to  the  probable  causes  of  the  recent  much-to-be 
deprecated,  and  yet  unsubdued,  disturbances  in  the  interior,  as  well  as  the  general  spirit  of 
dissatisfaction  which  has  for  some  time  prevailed  amongst  all  classes  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects 
in  this  colony. 

Under  the  extreme  and  painful  depression  of  the  colony  in  every  branch  of  trade  and  enter- 
prise, as  well  as  a  decreasing  revenue,  your  memorialists  have  felt  that  it  was  not  an  increase 
of  taxation  that  was  called  for,  so  much  as  a  diminution  in  the  heavy  expenditure  which  per* 
vades  every  department  of  the  colonial  Government.  Were  opportunity  afforded,  your  memo- 
rialists could  point  out  many  instances  where  wholesome  reform  and  legitimate  retrenchments 
might  be  made  without  in  the  least  affecting  the  inefficiency  of  the  executive.  But  in  the  midst 
of  the  increasing  difficulties  of  the  colony,  the  colonial  Government  have  not  only  in  one  session^ 
and  together,  imposed  four  taxes  of  a  novel  character,  but  levied  in  so  objectionable  and  vexa* 
tious  a  manner  as  to  irritate  the  people,  and  urge  them  to  seek  redress  by  personal  appeals  to 
his  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  by  petitions  to  Her  Majesty,  while  unhappily  too  many  have 
made  them  but  a  cloak  for  their  own  seditious  and  disloyal  purposes 

Your  memorialists  are  far  from  imputing  any  blame  to  the  local  Govermnent  for  originating 
the  taxes  in  question ;  but  they  most  respectfully  submit,  that  the  fault  lay  in  the  provisions  of 
the  ordinances  which  legalized  them^  and  subsequently  vexatious  manner,  in  which  they  have 
been  brought  into  operation. 

The  four  new  taxes  referred  to  are,  1st,  the  gun-tax;  2nd,  the  shop,  or  boutique-tax ;  3rd,  the 
dog-tax ;  and  4th,  the  labour  or  poll-tax. 

The  first  of  these  (the  gun-tax)  compels  the  owner  to  pay  2«.  6d.  annually  for  a  license- 
for  each  gun.  Already  the  new  tariff  had  provided  that,  in  lieu  of  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
5s.  should  be  paid  on  the  importation  of  every  gun,  thus  establishing  an  increase  to  the  pur- 
chaser of  from  5  to  33  per  cent,  on  a  gun  costing  15jr.  But,  independent  of  a  tax  already  so 
heavily  increased,  the  mode  in  which  the  additional  tax  of  2s.  6d.  has  been  levied  is  one  that  has 
called  forth  the  greatest  amount  of  dissatisfaction  and  condemnation  from  all  parties,  and  has 
been  made  the  first  ostensible  cause  of  excitement  and  revolt  in  the  interior.  The  owners  of 
the  guns  have  been  required  to  attend  at  Colombo,  Kandy,  or  Galle,  from  the  utmost  limits 
of  tne  province  in  which  they  were  respectively  situated,  some  extending  to  40  miles  or 
more ;  the  illiterate  owner  was  then  required  to  put  in  his  written  application,  and  in  English, 
for  a  license.  The  native  had  no  alternative  but  to  apply  to  a  writer  at  hand  to  make  out  the 
application,  for  which  he  was  compelled  to  pay,  in  some  instances  6rf.,  in  others  3rf. ;  and  he 
returned  to  his  village  after  several  days  of  loss  in  travelling,  and  payment  of  from  2s.  9d.  to 
3^,,  until  the  following  year,  when   he  must  renew  his  license  and  nis  trouble.     With  such 
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.CEYLOX  undue  profision  for  its  colleetion  was  this  tax  brought  into  (^ratioo^  that  in  the  first  instance 

the  villagers  were  kept  a  week  or  more  from  their  homes,  whilst  others  were  obliged  to  perform 
their  journey  several  times  for  the  one  object,  solely  because  due  provision  had  not  been  made 
for  issuing  the  Ucenses. 

In  the  humble  opinion  of  your  memorialists^  one  license  for  each  gun^  which  the  natives 
have  declared  their  willingness  to  pay,  might  have  been  deemed  sufficient  to  meet  the  original 
purposes  of  the  Ordinance,  namely,  registration,  without  making  it  an  annual  payment,  and 
thereby  the  fruitful  source  of  continu^  vexation  and  discontent.  While  your  Memorialists 
need  scarcely  point  out  how  impoUtic  it  must  be  to  legalize  the  simultaneous  assemblage  of  a 
large  armed,  and  perhaps  disaffected,  multitude,  in  any  of  the  chief  towns  of  the  island,  on 
theplea  of  coming  for  licenses. 

The  second,  the  shop  or  boutique  tax,  coming  as  it  has,  together  with  the  other  taxes  of  a 
like  nature,  and  bearing  as  it  does  disproportionately  upon  the  poor  and  wealthy,  being  at  the 
rate  of  1/.  per  annum  for  all  stores,  shops,  or  boutiques,  of  a  rental  of  51,  and  upwards  per 
annum,  has  called  forth  the  remonstrances  of  the  people,  and  added  to  the  dissatisfaction 
created  amongst  a  class  of  people  who  have  hitherto  been  the  most  peaceably  disposed  ;  and 
who,  as  the  middleman  between  the  importer  and  consumer  of  the  goods  brought  in  to  the 
colony,  largely  contribute  towards  its  revenue. 

Third,  the  dog-tax,  though  necessary  and  well  adapted  for  the  object  and  limitations  pro- 
posed, namely^  in  towns  and  within  the  gravets,  where  a  police  force  shall  be  formed,  was 
most  unexpectedly,  even  to  most  of  the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council,  made  applicable 
to  every  village  throughout  the  island,  where  the  law  was  not  only  not  required,  but  the  exist- 
ence of  the  dogs  necessary  for  protection,  and  where  its  enforcement  would  naturally  be  deemed 
vexatious,  as  well  as  impracticable  and  unproductive  as  a  source  of  revenue. 

Fourth,  the  labour  or  poll  tax,  though  calculated  to  bring  the  native  to  bear  his  share  in  the 
burthens  of  the  colony  in  effecting  improvements  of  a  local  character,  and  in  which  he  may  be 
supposed  to  benefit  more  immediately,  yet  in  detail  the  Ordinance  was  imperfect ;  and  the  tax 
of  six  days  of  personal  labour  on  the  roads,  or  the  payment  of  3«.  as  a  substitution,  without 
distinction,  upon  the  land-owner  and  mere  labourer,  the  rich  and  poor,  the  priesthood  and  laity, 
was  scarcely  just ;  whilst,  as  a  measure  so  nearly  resembling  the  abrogated  system  of  Baja- 
karia,  or  compulsory  labour,  might  naturally  be  expected  to  excite  some  suspicions  in  the 
native  mind ;  while  the  Buddhist  priest,  bound  by  his  vows  of  poverty,  and  not  permitted  to 
labour,  or  possess  money  wherewith  to  commute  that  labour,  would  no  doubt  be  found  ready 
to  excite  the  animosity  of  the  natives  to  the  tax. 

The  new  Stamp  Ordinance,  also,  in  many  respects  is  not  only  extremely  burthensome, 
but  faulty ;  while  the  provisions  made  for  affording  facilities  to  the  public  towards  procuring 
(itamps,  by  increasing  the  number  of  stamp-vendors,  has  been  completely  repressed  by  Govern- 
ment, and  made  an  object  of  individual  patronage  not  contemplated  by  the  Ordinance,  and 
against  which  act  the  public  voice  has  been  raised. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  refrain  from  drawing  your  Lordship*s  attention  to  a  very  recent 
instance^  in  which  the  Government,  under  the  existing  deficiency  of  funds  in  the  treasury,  has 
not  exercised  that  economical  consideration  which  the  occasion  demanded  and  admitted  of. 
The  necessity  for  the  independent  existence  of  tlie  town  surveyor's  department  has  always  been 
questioned,  when  it  was  known  that  the  civil  engineer's  department  has  been  maintained,  with 
scarcely  any  duties  to  perform,  and  might,  as  formerly,  have  safely  been  intrusted  with  the 
town  surveyor  s  work.  While,  however,  witli  little  or  no  money  to  be  disbursed  by  the  town 
surveyor*s  department,  and  the  directing  the  two  officers  thereof  to  rejoin  their  respective 
corps,  would  have  been  attended  with  no  personal  injury  or  inconvenience,  vour  Memorialists 
were  grieved  to  find  that  another  officer,  from  the  Boyal  Artillery,  was  appomted  to  the  charge 
of  the  department  on  the  departure  of  his  predecessor,  with  a  charge  upon  the  revenue  of  360/. 
per  annum,  with  no  adequate  duties  to  perform. 

Your  memoriaUsts  feel  called  upon  respectfully  to  remonstrate  against  the  hurried  mode 
in  which  some  of  the  numerous  important  Ordinances  were  pressed  through  the  Council  during 
its  last  session,  while  the  public  were  taken  by  surprise  by  important  alterations  which  had 
taken  place  in  two  of  the  recent  Ordinances,  differing  most  materially  when  promulgated  as 
*'  enacted,"  from  that  '^  proposed ;"  many  of  the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  expressing 
their  ignorance  of  the  change.  Your  Memorialists  allude  to  the  application  of  the  dog-tax  to 
villages ;  as  also  in  the  Ordinance  '*  for  amending  the  law  relating  to  Port  Dues,^  which  was 
introduced  by  Government  for  the  professed  purpose  of  giving  rehef  to  the  maritime  interests. 
The  Ordinance  as  proposed  was  to  the  effect — that  port  dues  "  shall  be  payable  at  the  rate 
of  two-pence  per  ton  for  entry  inwards  and  cleamnce  outwards  ;"  whereas  it  was  published,  as 
enacted,  with  the  material  change  of  ''  two-pence  per  ton  for  entry  inwards,  and  at  the  rate  of 
two-pence  per  ton  for  clearance  outwards ;'  nuaking  it,  in  fact,  the  same  as  it  was  formerly^ 
viz.,  4d,  in  and  out. 

But,  above  all,  your  memorialists  feel  that  it  will  be  in  vain  to  legislate  for  this. colony  with 
any  degree  of  satisfaction  to  its  inhabitants,  or  consistently  with  the  principles  of  self-govern- 
ment prc^unded  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  unless  the  Legislative  Council  be  materially 
extended,  and  the  several  classes  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  fully  and  unequivocally  represented. 
The  present  constitution  of  the  Council  is  not  such  as  to  hold  out  the  slightest  prospect  of 
improvement  to  the  colony,  or  to  advance  the  interests  of  those  who  contribute  towards  its 
maintenance.  The  colony  subsists  itself;  its  revenue  hitherto  given  by  the  people  was  more 
than  ample  for  all  its  legitimate  demands;  but  the  tax-payers,  and  those  who  contribute 
towards  the  revenue  of  the  colony,  most  respectfully  claim  the  privilege  of  regulating  and 
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administering  its  disbursement,  whether  fixed  or  contingent ;  as,  also,  to  propose  such  laws  and  CRYLON/ 

originate  such  measures  as  they  may  deem  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  colony,  subject,  * 

however,  in  every  instance,  to  the  approval  of  Her  Majesty. 

Rnally^  your  memorialists  respecthilly  urge,  that  the  present  condition  of  the  colony,  with 
the  general  deterioration  of  all  kinds  of  property,  and  the  consequent  falling  off  of  revenue, 
demand  the  closest  possible  retrenchments  in  every  branch  of  the  civile  military,  and  judicial 
departments,  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  downwards. 

And  your  memorialists  pray,  if  need  be,  that  your  Lordship  may  be  pleased  to  appoint, 
without  delay,  an  independent  Commission  "  to  hear  and  report  upon  the  state  of  the  colony, 
the  ministrations  of  Government,  its  laws  and  revenues,  and  all  such  other  matters  affecting 
the  interests  of  the  same.'' 

Colombo,  12th  August,  1848. 

[Here  follow  16  signatures.] 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  26.  End.  3  in  No.  26- 

Sib,  Colombo,  August  14,  1848. 

Wb  beg  you  will  do  us  the  favour  to  request  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  when  trans- 
mitting the  memorial  signed  by  Mr.  Ritchie,  as  chairman  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  to 
the  Right  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  State,  to'  inform  his  Lordship,  that  the  said  memorial  has 
not  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the  members  of  the  Chamber;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  con- 
sider the  prompt  and  efficient  measures  taken  by  the  Government  for  the  suppression  of 
rebellion,  entitle  it  to  our  confidence,  and  we  regard  the  memorial  as  an  uncalled  for  inter- 
ference and  highly  improper  at  this  juncture. 

We  have,  &c., 

(Signed)  J.  Smith,  for  Self  and  Partner,  of  the  firm 

of  J.  and  G.  Smilii  and  Co. 

G.  SxEWABt. 

J.  B.  Alston. 
J.  Walkeb. 
W.  Thomson. 
The  H<»i.  the  Colonial  Secretary.  Members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


No  27 


(No.  149)  No.  27. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Gret. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo, 
August  15,  1848. 

My  Lord,  {Received  October  2,  1848.)      Answered  Oct.  24, 

At  the  last  moment,  before  the  departure  of  the  mail,  I  have  received  l^,f^J^^'^^^' 
the  accompanying  letter  from  Sir  Emerson  Tennent,  with  its  enclosures,  giving 
me  the  latest  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  the  rebels,  and  the  actual  con- 
dition of  the  Kandyan  province.  I  would  venture  to  request  your  Lordship's 
attention  to  the  remarks  it  contains,  and  also  the  statement  contained  in  its 
enckeures* 

I  have,  &c.. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


3. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  27.  End.  l  in  No.  2T^; 

My  Loed,  Kandy,  August  14,  1848. 

As  the  mail  leaves  for  England  to-day,  I  avail  myself  of  the  latest  [opportunity  to 
acquaint  yowr  Excell^iicy  with  the  state  of  affisiirs  in  the  disturbed  districts. 

1.  Kandy  and  its  vicinity  are  perfectly  quiet,  and  only  excited  by  the  arrival  of  prisoners  from  Kandy. 

Matdle  sttn  Kcnmegalle. 

A  pubUc  meeting  was  held  here  this  morning,  which  was  numerously  attended ;  Sir  Herbert 

Maddock  presided,  and  resolutions  were  passed,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  expressive  of  con-  t: 

fidence  in  the  GoveniBient,  and  satisfaction  with  the  result  of  the  measures  taken  for  the 
restoration  of  order. 

2.  From  all  the  out-stations  the  conmiunications  received  to-day  are  essentially  pacific ;  the 
weU-disposed  who  had  been  driven  from  their  homes  and  villages  are  returning  to  their  occu«* 
pations,  and  the  disaffected  dispersed  and  dispirited^ 

3.  The  only  exception  is  the  district  of  Bintenne  and  Badulla  to  the  south-east  of  Kandy,         BaduHa!!' 

Digitized  by  VjjOOQIC 


200 


PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


Maturatta. 

Wallapane. 
Hewahette. 

2, 

Udapalate, 

Kotroalie. 

Dolostrye. 


CBYLON.         from  which  the  Assistant  Government  Agent,  Mr.  Mackenzie,  writes  to  request  the  presence  of 
""""  troops ;  not  for  the  repression  of  any  actual  commotion,  but  as  a  precaution  against  the  probable 

machinations  of  fugitives,  who  are  now  arriving  there  from  Mattelle  and  Kornegalle ;  and  are 
apparently  employed  in  exciting  the  people  to  insurrection.  I  am  not  surprised  at  Mr. 
Mackenzie's  anxiety ;  as  BaduUa  was,  in  1843»  the  spot  chosen  by  the  same  individuals  who  are 
embarked  in  the  present  rebellion^  for  the  maturing  of  their  designs,  and  the  commencement  of 
a  revolt  against  the  Government. 

Colonel  Drought  has,  however,  made  timely  arrangements  to  discourage  and  defeat  any 
attempted  insubordination  in  that  quarter  by  despatching  a  detachment  of  30  men  from  this, 
who  will  sweep  round  the  base  of  the  mountains  to  the  south«east,  in  the  direction  of  Badulla, 
whilst  a  similar  detachment  will  march  north-west  from  BaduUa  to  join  them ;  and,  uniting  in 
the  Bintenne  country  (a  wild  and  lawless  district),  they  will  be  prepared  by  detours  and  moving 
parties  to  dislodge  the  rebels  who  have  taken  refuge  there,  and  are  now  using  efforts  to  excite 
the  natives  to  insurrections.  This  movement  will,  I  trust,  effectually  prevent  any  disturbance 
of  the  public  peace  in  Bintenne  and  Ouvah. 

4.  From  Maturatta,  which  lies  to  the  east,  between  Kandy  and  Bintenne,  I  have  letters  this 
morning  from  the  police  magistrate,  Mr.  Templar,  to  report  everything  profoundly  quiet.< 

5.  I  have  heard  the  same  from  Wallapane  and  Hewahette,  and,  generally,  the  people  of 
those  districts  in  which  the  chiefs  had  been  most  active  in  exciting  disaffection,  are  the  most 
eager  to  assure  the  Government  of  their  entire  approval  of  the  recent  measures,  now  that  they 
are  properly  understood,  and  of  their  readiness  to  concur  and  comply  with  them. 

6.  In  evidence  of  tliis  feelinff,  I  beg  your  Excellency's  attention  to  the  accompanying  copy  of 
an  address  from  the  native  inhabitants  of  Udapalate,  and  others  which  are  in  process  of  ^« 
nature  in  Kotmalie  and  Dolostrye,  will,  I  understand,  be  forwarded  in  a  few  days.  I  am 
assured  that  these  addresses  are  the  spontaneous  acts  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  districts,  who 
are  seriously  alarmed  at  the  proceedings  of  the  disturbed  localities,  and  eager  to  disclaim  all 
sympathy  with  their  participators. 

The  address  from  Udapalate  is  signed,  I  am  told,  by  2000  natives ;  and  whilst  it  denounces 
the  recent  insurrection,  it  calls  on  the  Kandyans  to  contrast  their  prosperous  condition  under 
the  British  Government,  with  their  own  recollections  of  what  they  endured  under  their  native 
sovereigns,  and  to  remember  the  **  state  under  which  they  had  lived  during  the  reign  of  their 
former  kings,  and  the  extreme  injustice  and  tortures  which  they  had  been  subject  to ;  their 
time,  lives,  and  properties  being  held  at  the  caprice  of  the  king.** 

7.  It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  your  Excellency's  special  attention,  that  the  districts  thus  well 
affected  and  peaceful,  are  chiefly  under  the  charge  of  chiefs  and  headmen,  who  have  been 
chosen  by  Government,  in  consideration  of  their  intelligence  and  ability,  and  in  many 
instances  men  of  inferior  caste ;  whilst  the  Korles,  recently  in  rebellion,  are  those  placed  under 
chiefs  who  had  been  continued  in  office  for  bo  better  consideration  than  their  hereditary  rank,, 
or  that  deference  and  submission  which  the  people  exhibit  to  these  pretensions^  of  caste  and 
family. 

Komesalle.  8.  To  the  west  of  Kandy,  where  martial  law  is  in  force,  the  communications  received  by 

Matelle.  Colonel  Drought,  from  his  officers  this  morning,   represent  everything  satisfactory,  both  at 

Kornegalle  and  Matelle.     Evidence  is  being  voluntarily  tendered  against  those  most  active  ia 
exciting  the  insurrection ;   and  the  property  of  those  taken  with  arms  in  their  hands,  or 
identified  as  the  fomenters  of  rebellion,  is  on  process  of  seqtiestration,  with  a  view  to  ultimate . 
confiscation. 

9.  The  opportunity  that  now  presents  of  locating  a  race  of  Malabars  in  these  importanl 
positions,  on  the  lands  forfeited  by  the  rebels,  is  one  which  I  earnestly  trust  your  Excellency 
will  not  allow  to  pass  unimproved. 
Dambool.  10.  From  the  north,  the  accounts  are  equally  pacific  and  satisfactory.     Colonel  Cochrane^ 

who  is  in  command  at  Dambool,  writes,  that  the  road  towards  Anarajapoora,  by  which  the 
fugitive  Kandyans  retired  on  the  approach  of  our  troops  by  Dambool,  had  been  obstructed  by 
them,  by  barricades  of  felled  trees ;  and  that  small  bodies,  partially  armed,  had  been  seen  on  ihs 
line,  by  persons  coming  from  the  north.  But  a  party  of  bandy-drivers,  on  their  journey  from  . 
Manaar  to  Kandy,  had  forced  their  way,  alid  compelled  the  Kandyans  to  remove  the  trees- 
and  clear  a  passage. 
Anarajapoora.  11.  A  detachment  of  40  men  hag  now  marched  from  Dambool  to  Anarajapoora  to  pieveiit 

the  dispersed  rebels  from  congregating  in  that  quarter,  as  has  been  their  custom  on  all  previous 
occasions.  ,  , 

12.  The  Malabar  coolies  from  ^e  coast  are  arriviug  as  usual,  (diminished  in  numbers, 
perhaps,  though  of  this  I  am  not  certain),  but  not  deterred  bv  the  recent  events  from  prose- 
cuting their  journey  to  the  interior ;  and,  in  many  instances,  uiey  have  shown  much  spirit  in 
defending  themselves  and  the  property  under  their  charge,  from  the  attacks  of  the  Kandyans. 

13.  Small  parties  of  thieves  and  plunderers  are  still  reported  to  be  active  in  various 
quarters  ;  but  even  this  is  now  subsiding,  since  the  arrival  of  the  military  detachments  at  so 
many  points  throughout  the  unsettled  districts. 

14.  Evidence  against  the  instigators  and  actors  in  this  insurrection  is  now  so  abundant,  and 
implicates  so  many  individuals,  that  the  chief  embarassment,  which  I  foresee,  will  be  to  select 
those  most  culpable,  as  examples  for  punishment. 

Little  direct  testimony  ha?  yet  been  procured  a^nst  the  great  chiefs  and  Bata  Mahatmeyas. 
But  the  prisoners  in  custody  have  given,  unhesitatingly,  the  names  of  a  number  of  the  inferior - 
headsmen  (Coralles  and  Aratchilles),  who  acted  under  the  orders  of  their  superiors,  and 
appear  to  have  been  the  most  energetic  in  rousing  and  compelling  the  peojde  to  join  the  Pre- 
tender, and  blockade  the  highways  to  impede  the  advance  of  Queen's  troops. 

15.  Amongst  the  most  active  of  the  headmen  engaged,  was  Golakella,  the  Battemahat- 
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m6ya  of  Matelle,  and  the  Aratch j  of  Lenadora^  who  is  nephew  to  an  influential  priest  of  the  CBYI/)N. 

Asgiri  Temple  at  Kandy^  the  Lenadora  Uname ;  neither  of  these  men  is  yet  in  custody.     One  """^ 

man^  now  a  prisoner  in  Kandy^  whose  evidence  was  taken  this  morning,  criminates  both,  as 
well  6S  a  long  list  of  pet^  headmen^  acling  under  their  immediate  orders.  The  Lenadora 
Aratchy  came  to  his  watcn-hut  at  Nallande,  he  says,  the  night  before  the  march  on  Matelle, 
and  roused  him  to  carry  him  a  flambeau  to  light  the  party  to  the  retreat  of  the  king  at  Dam- 
bool,  when  they  presented  tt)  him  jewels,  '*  a  rattan  mounted  with  silver  (an  emblem  of  royalty), 
a  ring  set  with  precious  stones,  gold  lace,  white  cloth  with  a  gold  bonier,  a  foot  in  breadth, 
a  gold  chain,  and  a  Kandyan  sword  mounted  with  silver,  which,  they  said,  they  had  brought 
from  Gdakella,  with  a  message,  that  being  in  government  service,  he  could  not  come  in 
person."  The  witness  at  the  same  time  enumerates  a  number  of  the  G>ralles,  Violahnes, 
Aratchies,  and  headmen,  whom  he  saw  in  attendance  on  the  Pretender,  and  engaged  imme- 
diately after  in  the  attack  upon  Matelle. 

16.  It  was  by  the  order  of  these  headmen  that  barricades  were  erected  across  the  roads,  and 
the  people  compelled  to  fell  trees  for  the  purpose.  And  more  than  one  witness  deposes,  that 
near  Dambool  they  saw  the  priests  engaged  in  directing  this  work,  and  in  forcing  the  people 
to  cut  down  trees  to  obstruct  the  march  of  the  troops. 

17.  Evidence  accumulates  criminating  the  priests;  and  several  of  them  now  in  custody  have 
confessed  their  participation  in  organizing  the  insurrection. 

18.  Amboolwewe,  a  prisoner,  whose  evidence  was  forwarded  to-day  from  Dambool,  says,  be 
was  ordered  by  the  Lenadora  Aratchy  to  proceed  to  Dambool  on  the  26th  of  July,  the  day  on 
which  the  Pretender  was  crowned,  and  that  he  was  then  presented  to  him.  He  says,  '*  I  saw 
a  large  number  of  armed  men  with  the  king  in  the  Temple.  The  king  asked  me  whether  I 
intended  to  do  well  for  the  future  or  not  ?  And  remarked,  that  the  cause  of  our  religion, 
Buddboo,  and  our  Gods,  was  trampled  down ;  and  that  it  was  our  duty  to  restore  it  again. 
I  said  yes,  and  returned  to  Ambool,  Unansis  Pansela  (the  priest's  private  apartments),  where 
I  slept ;  and  starting  at  day-light,  proceeded  to  make  my  report  to  the  Coralle,  which  the  priest 
above-named  told  me  to  clo. 

19.  This  same  priest,  Ambpolambe  Unanse,  whose  evidence  was  received  to-day  from 
Dambool,  narrates  the  arrival  and  proclamation  of  the  king,  and  says,  when  he  approached 
his  Majesty  in  the  Temple,  'Mhe  king  asked  me  if  I  would  hold  to  my  faith,  or  obey  the 
British  Government  ?  And  I  said  I  wished  to  do  both.  He  got  angry,  and  said  the  English 
were  no  longer  to  govern  the  country." 

20.  Similar  evidence  is  on  record  of  zeal  for  religion  having  been  assigned  as  the  motive  for 
insurrection,  previous  to  the  attack  upon  Kornegalle.  I  have  to-day  received  the  depositions 
of  witnesses  who  have  just  been  examined  there ;  and  one,  in  particular,  the  Rattemahatmeya 
Doretteawe,  by  whom  the  pseudo-king  (Dingoozalle)  was  arrested,  and  shot  by  the  court- 
martial,  states,  that  he  found  the  king  residing  in  the  Temple  at  Sunncotta-wella ;  and  that  the 
people  had  rendezvoused  there  with  arms,  and  prepared  to  march  on  Kornegalle,  as  they  had 
similarly  assembled  in  the  Dambool  Wihare,  preparatoiy  to  the  attack  on  Matelle.  He  de- 
scribes the  king  surrounded  by  Coralles  and  headmen,  and  receiving  the  homage  of  the  chiefs 
on  bended  knee ;  and  when  presented  to  his  Majesty,  *'  the  king  began  talking  to  me  about 
religion,  and  said,  the  Buddhu  religion  was  degenerated  in  consequence  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  that  all  the  population  must  restore  the  religion  by  driving  out  the  English.*' 

21.  In  diort,  mv  Lord,  had  any  doubts  remained  as  to  the  nature  of  diis  insurrection,  and 
the  motives  and  objects  of  its  authors,  they  have  within  the  last  few  days,  been  amply  dis- 
pelled by  the  evidence  of  the  unfortunate  natives  who  have  been  forced  into  rebellion  by  their 
chiefs,  and  by  the  confession  of  the  jiriests  who  are  now  in  custody,  as  to  their  active  promotion 
of  the  rebellion.  As  to  the  sreat  body  of  the  natives,  I  must  reiterate  the  opinion  expressed 
in  my  former  reports  to  your  Excellency,  that  they  are  loyal  and  well-affected,  and  that  nothing 
but  their  extreme  subjection  to  the  influence  of  the  chiefs, — an  influence  based  on  their  igno- 
rance and  helpless  dependency, — could  have  exposed  them  to  be  implicated  in  the  recent 
proceedings. 

22.  I  must  likewise  remark,  that  throughout  all  the  evidence  collected,  (and  which  is 
already  most  voluminous,  and  from  all  classes,  headmen,  priests,  and  natives  of  all  ranks),  not 
a  single  allusion  is  made  to  the  lately  imposed  taxes,  as  having  any  connexion  with  the  present 
excitement,  or  being  urged  by  any  one  individual  as  a  motive,  or  a  justification  for  disturbance. 
The  only  arguments  appealed  to  by  the  chiefs  to  arouse  the  people,  being  the  appearance  of  a 
native  king,  and  the  duty  of  restoring,  in  all  its  vigour,  their  national  relic^on. 

23.  In  my  last  communication,  I  called  your  Lordstiip*s  attention  to  the  circumstance,  that 
more  than  one  individual  was  now  at  large,  but  in  flight  or  concealment,  who  assumed  the 
style  and  designation  of  '*  king."  I  find  this  fact  corroborated  by  a  curious  declaration  of  the 
Pretender  to  one  of  the  prisoners  now  in  custody,  and  deposed  to  in  his  evidence.  When 
forced  before  the  king  at  Dambool,  he  had  heard  him  declare,  that  he  ''  had  four  kings  with 
him.  One  I  have  sent  to  the  Seven  Corles  (Kornegalle),  two  to  Ouvah,  and  one  towards 
Trincomalee.     The  one  sent  to  Seven  Corles  is  my  eldest  brother,  and  you  will  obey  hincL** 

24.  Since  writing  the  above,  the  superintendent  of  police  in  this  provmce,  Mr.  Colpepper, 
who,  as  a  magistrate,  has  had  inost  extensive  experience  af  the  people,  and  knowledge  of  the 

country,  has  placed  a  report  in  my  hands,  which  I  think  it  important  to  forward  at  once  to   yi^  Kndosure  4, 
your  Excellency,  as  it  strongly  confirms  my  own  observations  and  conviction  as  to  the  loyalty  page  203, 
of  the  Cingbaleese  and  Kandyan  people,  and  the  almost  exclusive  guilt  of  the  priests  and 
chiefe  in  concocting  the  present  rebellion. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  E.  Tknnent. 
2D 
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CBYU>K>  P.S.^^Wh«Q  on  the  pwit  of  closiog  this  d&smUhj,  lutelligeBce  baa  lusl  reached  me  of  the 

cepture  of  Golab^la  lUtamabatmeya,  ta  whom  I  have  alluded  as  009  of  the  most  deeply  impU^ 
cated  of  the  headmen. 

Most  important  evidence  baa  likewise  been  sent  in  from  MateUe»  as  to  the  Dewa  Nilleme*, 
now  a  prisoner,  the  nciost  distinguished  of  the  Eandyaa  chiefs*  as  wsU  a&  the  most  exalted  lay 
officer  of  the  Buddhist  reliffioB,  having  inuaediate  custCKly  of  the  aacred  relic.  It  has  been 
deposed  by  the  witeess^^tbat  be  saw  the  Dewa  NiUeme  go  out  of  MatoUe  aJttended  ly^  an  armed 
guard*  at  the  moment  when  the  king  was  on  his  BOArch  to  attack  it ;  that  he  met  "  his  Majesty  *\ 
a  few  miles  from  the  town,  prostrated  himsdU^  and  did  homage ;  that  he  held  a  private  con- 
ference with  him,,  and  took  bis  Wave  in  aa  opposite  direction*  whilst  bis.  armed  folkwets 
remained  bebiadi,  oaingled  with  the  king's  attendiukts.  and  joined  them  in  the  j^under  of 
MaleUe. 

J.E.T- 


End.  2  in  No.  27.  Enekmre  2  in  Na.  27. 

Resolution  1 . 

Moved  by  R.  D.  Swan,  Esq. 
Seconded  by  R.  D.  Gerard^  Esq. 

That  this  Qoeeting  teller  its  cordial  thanks  to  the  beat  Government  for  the  jprompt  and 
energetic  measures  taken  to  suppress  the  rebellion  laftelj  raised  within  this  and  the  other  (£s- 
tricts  of  the  Kandyan  provinces^  and  ibr  the  protection  of  Her  Majesty's  peaceable  and  loyal 
subjects. 

Resolution  2. 

Moved  by  W.  R.  Gaskell  Eaq. 
Seconded  by  C«  Morrison*  Esq.. 
That  this  meeting  feels  confident  that  no  general  disaffection  to  the  Brttish  GrovermneiiC  esisls 
amongst  the  mass  of  the  Kandyan  people,  except  perhaps  in  certain  districts,  ukI  is  of  opinion 
that  the  lower  orders  have  been  incited  to  tumultuous  assemblages  and  violent  measures  by 
ill-disposed  persons,  amongst  whom  are  many  chiefs,  petty  headmen,  and  priests* 

Resolution  3. 

Moved  by  Rev.  S.  O.  Glenie. 
Seconded  by  A.  Adams,  Esq. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  are  due  to  Colonel  Drought  for  the  effective  and  judicious 
manner  in  wlueh  he  has  carred  out  the  measures  of  Government,  and  foe  the  ready  assistance 
he  baa  given  in  cases  where  his  aider  protection  was  solicited. 

Resolution  4. 

Moved  by  G.  Wall,  Esq. 
Seconded  by  T.  Hunter,  Esq. 

That  this  meeting  views  with  regret,  the  unworthy  attempt  lately  made  by  certain  parties  to 
charge  the  late  disturbances  upon  uiKlue  display  of  the  military^  and  records  its  opinion  that  the 
interference  of  military  force  was  peremptorily  required,  and  most  opportunely  and  exercised. 
Resolution  5. 

Moved  by  J.  K.  Jolly,  Esq. 
Seconded  by  J.  J.  Staples,  Esq. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  the  Honorable  the  Chairman  for  his  obliging 
conduct  in  the  chair,  and  that  he  do  kitidly  forward  a  Report  of  the  proceedings  with  a  copy  w 
the  resolutions  to  his  ExceUency  the  Governor,  and  a  copy  of  the  ord  Resolution  to  Lieut.- 
Colonel  Drought. 


End.  3  in  No.  27.  Enclosure  3  in  No.  27. 

(Translation.) 

To  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  Viscount  Torrington,  GhMremor  and  Co»- 
mander-in- Chief  in  and  over  tl»  Rritish  Setftlem^ats  and  Territories  in  the  Mand^ 
Ceylon,  with  the  dependencies  theveof. 

The  humble  and  dutiful  address  of  the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Udepalate. 

We  beg  to  es^press  our  following  sentiments  in  reference  to  the  recent  disturbances  and  rebel- 
lien  which  were  got  up  by  the  inhabitants  of  Komegaile  and  Matelle,  they  being  led  thereto  by 
their  own  wicked  imagino^ions. 

We  beg  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  we  are  firmly  determined  uninterruptedly  to  pay  the 
British  Government  our  sincere  allegiance^  and  to  preserve  public  peace  and  ocder  in  our  res« 
pective  villages  always. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  inhabitants  of  Dumbere  and  other  districts,  who  rec^atly  assem- 
bled in  the  town  of  Kandy  to  complain  of  their  alleged  grievances  at  the  taxes  which  the 
Government  ordained^  were  induced  to  do  so  by  a  want  of  due  consideration  of  the  state  vaxdex 
which  they  had  lived  during  the  reign  of  their  former  kings,  and  without  considering  the  ex- 
treme injustice  and  the  tortures  which  they  had  been  subjected  to,  and  not  minding  that  their 
time*  lives»  and  property,  were  then  held  subject  to  the  caprice  of  their  kings. 
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We  aro  abo  sensible  that  we  are  not  only  at  present  free  from  such  injustice  and  wrongs,  but         CSYLOM. 
that  (he  British  Government  is  merciful  towards  the  inhabitants  of  our  district ;  and  tMt  the  *"^ 

Government  is  not  only  actuated  by  good-will  towards  us,  but  that  if  anything  w««  done  in  our 
behalf  that  it  would  be  dcme  (or  the  purpose  of  promoting  our  welfare. 

We  are  iVilly  sensible  that  the  Government  taxes  are  ordained  ibr  the  general  benefit  of  our- 
selves, and  therefore,  not  only  we,  but  our  future  generations,  will  <jieer^ly  pay  such  taxee^ 

We  not  only  extremely  regret  that  certain  inhabitants  of  some  of  the  -oistrictSf  for  want  of 
due  consideration  of  the  benefits  intended  to  be  conferred  upon  them  by  the  recent  Ordinance!, 
should  have  dissatisfied  their  minds,  and  thereby  promoted  rebellious  acts  against  the  Govern-^ 
ment;  but  we  beg  to  offer  very  many  thanks  to  Government  for  the  manner  in  which  those 
disturbances  have  been  put  down,  and  fully  appreciate  the  means  adopted  for  their  sup- 
pression. 

We  consider  that  ^e  ordinance  which  requires  us  to  work  upon  the  roads,  for  only  six  days 
in  the  year,  a  just  one,  more  especially  beesMise  provision  is  therein  made  whereby  those  who 
are  unable  or  unwilling  to  work  should  pay  a  commutation  tax  of  Ss.  instead  of  labour. 

The  formation  of  roads  is  a  very  necessary  thing,  and  that  they,  the  roads,  are  calculated  to 
do  good  to  ourselves,  it  is,  therefore,  our  duty  to  do  our  utmost  to  promote  the  making  of  roads. 

We,  lastly,  beg  to  express  our  confidence  in  your  Excellency's  benevolence,  discretion,  and 
discrimination,  to  distinguish  between  right  and  wrong,  and  to  submit  our  veneration  to  your 
Excellency,  and  to  assure  that  we  are  always  ready  and  willing  to  obey  your  Excellency's  com- 
mands. 

Translated  by 
Kandy,  August  14,  1848.  (Signed)  W.  Sayetillekb. 

A  true  Copy. 

J.  E.  Tenkant,  Colonial  Secretary. 


Enclosure  4  in  No.  27.  End.  4  in  No.  27. 

Sir,  Pblice  Office,  Kandy,  August  IS,  1848. 

HATfKobeen  ordered  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  on  the  89th  ultimo,  to  proceed  to 
Kandy,  and  furnish  myself,  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  with  information  concerning  all  the 
circumstance  connected  with  any  disaffection  that  may  exist  among  the  Kandyan  people ;  the 

Sirticulars  of  any  distutbances  that  had  occurred,  and  the  causes  thereof;  or  any  thing  relating 
ereto,  and  report  the  same. 

I  have  now  therefore  the  honour  to  state,  that  I  have  applied  to  the  various  sources  of 
information  that  are  within  my  reach :  I  have  examined  many  of  the  Kandyan  villagers,  and 
some  of  their  chiefs,  through  different  interpreters,  and  observed  all  the  caution  that  is  neces- 
sary in  making  such  an  important  inquiry,  and  the  conclusions  to  which  1  have  arrived  are  as 
follows : — 

First,  That  the  Kandyan  villagers,  who  are  the  cultivators  of  the  soil,  and  chief  proprietors, 
form  three-fourths  of  the  Kandyan  people,  and  are  firmly  attached  to  the  British  Government 
and  laws.  That  no  more  discontent  is  felt  by  them  at  the  new  taxes,  called  the  gun^tax,  the 
dog-tax,  and  the  road  ordinance,  so  much  talked  about,  than  is  commonly  felt  at  any  new  tax 
direct  or  indirect. 

Secondly,  The  Kandyan  proprietor  (but  not  the  diief  or  headman)  bears  with  satisfaction 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  make  more  roads,  and  to  improve  what  are  made,  even 
when  he  is  informed  that  they  are  to  be  made  at  the  expense  of  the  labour  forced  from  himself. 
Reconciled  at  once  when  he  finds  that  his  headman  and  chief  have  no  control  over  his  work, 
but  who  must  also  contribute  as  well  as  himself  to  the  labour. 

Thirdly,  The  disturbances  at  Matella  did  not  in  any  way  originate  with  the  Kandyan  villa* 
gers  that  I  have  before  described ;  nor  had  their  feelings  and  sentiments  any  thing  to  do  with 
mem.  But  I  am  convinced  that  the  priests,  and  some  of  the  Kandyan  chiefe,  with  a  number 
of  low  country  Cingalese,  urged  on  the  riot;  induced  by  a  variety  of  motives— that  of  plunder 
by  the  low  country  people,  and  that  of  embarrassing  the  Government  on  the  part  of  the  priests 
and  the  chiefs,  and  turning  any  confusion  that  might  be  created  to  their  own  advantage,  or  to 
Ae  prejudice  of  their  enemies. 

Fourthly,  The  Kandyan  chiefe,  I  am  convinced,  are  many  of  them  opposed  to  the  road  ordi* 
nance^  and  view  with  considerable  disappointment  a  law  which,  instead  of  that  which  they  had 
in  former  times  turned  as  largely  to  their  own  emolument,  and  under  which  they  wielded  an 
arbitary  power  over  their  own  villagers,  now  reducing  them  to  the  level,  as  far  as  the  said  law 
is  concerned,  of  any  other  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  upon  the  island. 

Fifthly,  It  is  almost  out  of  the  course  of  possibility,  that  the  man  who  was  carried  from  the 
temple  at  Dambool  in  the  palanquin,  could  be  accepted  by  the  Kandyan  people  as  a  king. 
He  is  a  man  of  the  Jaggery  caste,  and  a  low  country  man.  He  was  well  aware  of  this  impe- 
diment, and  kept  the  curtains  of  the  palanquin  drawn,  and  remained  concealed  the  whole  of 
t^e  time  he  was  with  the  rioters. 

He  received  his  share  of  the  plunder  that  was  taken  in  the  town,  and  immediately  withdrew 
from  his  followers ;  and  the  notoriety  he  has  acquired  was  produced  by  his  followers,  excited 
by  the  chiefs  before-mentioned,  and  some  infamous  and  inflammatory  papers  distributed  among 
all  classes  with  mudi  industry,  and  published  by  the  editor  of  the  '*  Observer  '*  newspaper. 

In  short  this  is  not  a  rebellion  of  the  people,  who  are  not  discontented,  it  is  a  disturbance 
got  up  by  the  diiefii,  who  are  dissatisfied  with  the  liberal  policy  of  the  Government  towards  the 
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people.  Those  of  the  Kandyan  villagers,  who  have  been  found  in  the  riot,  have  been  compelled 
or  inveigled  by  their  diiefs  to  join  it,  and  it  is  now  certain  without  knowing  with  what  objects. 

The  great  body  consisted  of  thieves  and  robbers.  The  king  himself  a  freebooter,  and  his 
adigar  a  Rateymakatmeya,  who  was  dismissed  on  suspicion  of  being  concerned  in  a  murder. 

Poorangappoo,  his  swordbearer,  was  practising  the  same  line  of  life  about  two  years  ago,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Badulla.  He  assembled  c^ut  150  followers,  and  robbed  the  villagers 
as  he  proceeded  ihim  place  to  place.  I  caused  the  police  to  go  in  pursuit  of  him,  but  he  dis- 
persed his  followers,  and  escaped  before  they  reached  Badulla;  and  if  the  ringleaders  of  ttnr 
Matella  mob  are  properly  described  to  me,  are  all  of  them  of  the  character  and  description  of 
the  king  and  Poorangappoo,  and  outlaws. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary,  Colombo.  John  S.  Colbpepbh. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


No.  28. 


Answered  Oet.  20, 
1848,  No.  899, 
page  339. 


End.  in  No.  28. 


(No.  151.)  No.  28. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo, 
August  15,  1843. 
My  Lord,  (Received  October  2,  1848.) 

I  HAVE  just  received  from  the  inhabitants  of  Galle  the  petititm  ad- 
dressed to  your  Lordship,  which  I  have  now  the  honour  to  forward.  I  am 
informed  that  it  bears  upwards  of  2000  signatures.  A  hasty  glance  at  the 
purport  of  it  shows  me  that  it  much  resembles,  though  somewhat  modified, 
the  many  petitions  which  have  been  sent  out  at  the  instigation  of  parties  in 
Colombo  for  signature  in  all  parts  of  the  island.  The  natives  by  this  means 
are  taught  to  complain  of  ii\justice,  and  are  made  to  believe  that  the  more 
petitions  they  sign,  the  better  chance  there  will  be  of  getting  rid  of  all  kinds  of 
taxes. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c,        &c.        &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  28. 


To  Earl  Grbt,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  &c.  &c,  &c. 

The  humble  petition  of  the  undersigned  2210  inhabitants  of  the  town  and 
four  gravets  of  Galle. 
Shbweth, 

1.  That  the  colony  of  Ceylon  is  at  present  in  a  most  deplorable  position;  numbers  of 
the  coffee,  sugar,  and  other  estates  estsAtished  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  are  abandoned^ 
and  that  the  traders  dependent  on  these  estates  are  in  a  ruined  state,  and  the  island,  instead  or 
daily  becoming  prosperous,  will  speedily  revert  to  utter  destruction. 

.  2.  That,  by  the  abolition  of  the  export  duties,  these  petitioners  are  not  in  anywise  benefited, 
except  a  few  merchants,  inasmuch  as  the  Government  has  recently  enacted  several  Ordinances 
to  levy  taxes  instead  of  the  said  export  duties,  t.  e.  stamp,  gun,  dogs,  shops,  carriage,  and 
road  or  body  taxes  ;  and,  moreover,  levying  duties  upon  goods  imported  which  was  hitherto 
free. 

3.  That  these  petitioners  most  wofully  complain  against  the  Ordinance  No.  8,  of  1848 ; 
as  it  revives,  in  another  form,  the  compulsory  labour,  which  had  been  revoked  and  annulled  on 
the  12th  April,  in  the  year  1832,  by  His  late  Majesty  King  William  IV.,  upon  the  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  appointed  by  His  late  Majesty,  to  whom  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony 
complained,  and  satisfied,  the  evil  consequences  which  they  have  then  suffered  from  the 
enforcement  of  such  services. 

4.  That  these  petitioners  are  bound  with  an  import  duty  of  rice  at  7d.  per  bushel,  equal  to 
one-fourth  of  the  cost  of  the  article,  and  being  the  first  necessary  of  life  for  the  population  of 
this  country. 

5.  That  by  the  Ordinance  No.  2,  of  1848,  entitled  to  repeal  the  existing  stamp,  and  to  im- 
pose certain  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof,  the  duties  on  stamps  had  been  greatly  augmented, 
and  duties  imposed  on  bills  of  lading  and  other  instruments,  which  had  been  hitherto  free, 
than  the  preceding  years ;  and  more  so  under  the  head  of  testamentary  proceedings  on  pro- 
bates of  wills  and  letters  of  administration,  as  the  inhabitants  have  to  pay  for  the  probate  and 
letters  of  administration  of  an  estate  of  6002.  sterling  only,  the  sum  of  71.  I0«.,  independent  of 
all  other  duties,  for  affidavits,  accounts,  bonds;  and  where  there  are  oppositions  for  obtaining 
the  probate,  stamp  is  then  levied  by  the  District  Court  of  Galle,  under  the  head  of  Civil  pro- 
ceedings, that  is  to  say,  12^.  stamps  for  each  pleading,  proxy,  rule  nisi,  &c. :  whereas  by  the 
Ordinance  No.  7»  of  1842,  the  inhabitants  had  to  pay  1/.  only  for  every  probate  or  letters  of 
administration,  independent  of  all  other  charges. 

6.  That  the  colony,  especially  Galle,  is  provided  with  fuel  and  other  green  vegetables  by 
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the  natives  of  the  interior,  in  quantities,  through  the  river  by  the  boats  or  canoes,  and  that  by  CBYLON. 

the  recent  Ordinance  No.  3,  of  1848,  imposing  taxes  upon  boats  and  canoes,  at  the  rate  of  6^.  "I""^ 

per  annum ;  thereby  the  natives  had  abstained  from  bringing  the  same,  as  their  whole  year's 
labour  would  hardly  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  said  tax,  whereby  the  inhabitants  within  the  town 
and  four  gravets  are  greatly  in  want,  and  necessarily  obliged  to  pay  higher  amounts  than  the 
past  years. 

7.  That  by  the  Ordinance  No.  5,  of  1848,  entitled  to  make  provision  for  the  registration  of 
certain  traders,  thereby  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  are  required  to  pay  1/.  for  the  license 
for  the  purpose  of  trading ;  independent  of  which  the  said  inhabitants  have  to  pay  an  annual 
rent  of  such  shops  or  boutiques,  &c.  to  the  owners  thereof;  and,  moreover,  they  are  further 
burdened  with  another  tax  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  annual  rent  and  profit  of  such  premises  under 
and  by  virtue  of  the  Ordinance  No.  17>  of  1844. 

8.  That  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony^  especially  those  who  are  residing  in  the  interior,  out 
of  the  town  and  four  gravets,  where  their  houses  and  other  property  are  not  protected,  either 
from  the  police  or  other  peSace  officers,  are  protected  by  do^s ;  and  that  by  the  Ordnance 
No.  9,  of  1848,  requiring  the  owners  of  the  dogs  to  take  out  license  for  the  same,  extending 
throughout  the  whole  colony,  instead  of  the  town  and  limits  of  the  police,  where  the  inhabit- 
ants are  protected  by  the  police  and  other  peace  officers ;  thereby  the  inhabitants  in  the  interior 
are  greatly  suffering,  and  their  property  left  unprotected,  as  some  of  them  are  unable  to  pay 
the  said  tax. 

And,  in  conclusion,  your  petitioners  humbly  conceive  that  the  colony,  being  in  a  very  reduced 
state,  the  taxes  hitherto  levied  should  be  relieved  instead  of  augmenting ;  and  the  said  inhabit- 
ants, who  are  peaceful  subjects  of  ller  Majesty,  most  submissively  pray  that  the  said  duties 
may  be  entirely  abolished,  except  the. Ordinance  levying  for  stamp  may  be  reduced;  and, 
moreover,  duty  on  rice  being  improper  in  every  respect,  may  be  considered ;  and  the  peti- 
tioners most  undoubtedly  trusting  that  their  prayer  will  be  favourably  granted,  the  said 
petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 


(Separate.)  No.  29.  No.  29. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Tobrington  to        ^u%X.  ?ot  ^^' 

Earl  Grey.  page'dds. 

Pavilion,  Kandy,  August  16,  1848. 

My  Lord,  {Received  October  2,  1848.) 

L  Although  I  forwarded  to  your  Lordship,  by  the  mail  of  yesterday 
from  Colombo,  copies  of  the  greater  part  of  the  documents  which  I  have  now 
the  honour  to  enclose,  nevertheless,  as  I  am  not  quite  certain  that  some  of  them 
may  not  have  been  accidentally  omitted,  I  lose  no  time  in  sending  them  all 
together,  accompanied  with  this  Despatch,  in  which  I  take  the  opportunity  of 
offering  to  your  Lordship  a  few  remarks. 

2.  The  Document  No.  1  is  the  original  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Sir  Herbert 
Maddock,  forwarding  to  me  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  adopted  at  a  public 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Kandy,  of  which  he  was  chairman,  together  with 
a  detailed  account  of  the  proceedings  of  that  meeting,  and  of  the  sentiments 
which  were  expressed  on  the  occasion  by  those  gentlemen  who  proposed  and 
seconded  the  resolutions  which  were  adopted. 

3.  The  document  No.  4  is  one  of  considerable  importance  at  the  present 
juncture,  as  conveying  the  expression  of  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  the  in- 
fluential chiefs  of  the  important  district  of  Kotmalie,  in  which  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  most  extensive  and  valuable  coffee  plantations  are  situated.  On 
the  part  of  themselves  and  the  people  of  their  district,  they  express  their 
attachment  to,  and  confidence  in,  the  British  Government ;  and  they  draw  a 
striking  contrast  between  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  under  the  tyranny  of 
the  Kandyan  kings,  and  their  present  prosperity  under  the  English  rule.  I  am 
further  informed,  since  my  arrival  here  this  day,  that  similar  manifestations 
of  public  feeling  are  in  progress  throughout  other  parts  of  the  Kandyan  dis- 
tricts. 

4.  In  my  Despatch  transmitting  the  latest  intelligence  furnished  to  me  by 
Sir  Emerson  Tennent  yesterday,  at  Colombo,  I  forwarded  a  copy  of  an  address  No.  5. 
signed  by  upwards  of  2000  of  the  native  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Udepalate, 
to  the  south  of  Kandy,  expressive  of  their  attachment  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  their  aversion  to  the  present  attempt  in  some  quarters  to  weaken 
their  feelings  of  loyalty 

I  beg  to  invite  your  Lordship's  attention  to  that  document,  of  which  I  enclose 
another  copy,  and  which  I  have  received  with  the  greater  satisfaction  from  its 
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1. 
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CEYLON.        having  been  entirely  unexpected.     I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  send  another 
copy  of  it  with  this  Despatch. 

5.  It  will  afford  your  Lordship  the  utmost  satis&ction  to  learn,  that  the  in- 
finrmation  which  I  have  this  mom^it  received  from  Colonel  Droughty  the 
commandant,  and  other  public  officers  on  the  spot,  is  entirely  satisfactory. 
The  disturbances  have  been  limited  to  the  districts  in  which  they  originally 
broke  out ;  dissatisfaction  has  not  spread  in  any  other  quarters,  and  the  pre^ 
cautions  already  taken,  and  which  will  for  some  time  be  strictly  maintained, 
are  such  that  I  do  not  apprehend  that  any  further  violence  will  take  place»  or 
that  the  alarm  will  be  further  extended. 

6.  Nevertheless,  the  pretended  king  is  not  yet  a{^rehended,  and  his  brother, 
who  was  at  first  believed  to  have  been  executed  at  Komegalle,  is  also  still  at 
large,  and  the  prisoner  who  was  shot  on  that  occasion  was  only  one  of  the 
principal  adherents  of  the  impostor;  they  cannot,  however,  long  remain  in 
their  present  conceahnent,  as  the  people  generally  are  undeceived  as  to  their 
pret^isions,  and  numbers  of  the  natives  are  in  active  pursuit  of  them,  allured 
by  the  reward  in  prospect. 

7.  I  cannot  close  this  Despatch  without  alluding  to  the  expressicm  of  tiianks 
which  I  have  felt  to  be  due  from  me  to  Sir  Herbert  Maddock,  for  the  support 
which  he  has  given  to  my  Government  and  the  cause  of  public  order  and 
tranquillity  on  tixe  present  occasion. 

I  have.  &Cm 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


EncL  1  in  No,  29.  Enclosure  1  in  No.  29. 

My  Lord,  Kandy,  August  14, 1848. 

At  the  request  of  a  highly-regpectaUe  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  this  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood>  held  this  morning,  by  permission  of  the  Commandant,  in  the  rooms  of  the  Kandy 
library,  of  which  meeting  I  was  Chairman,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit,  for  your  Excellency's 
information,  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  resolutions,  passed  unanimously,  and  to  express  my  own 
concurrence  in  the  sentiments  embodied  therein. 

I  have,  &C., 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  T.  H.  Mabdocc,  Chairman. 

&c.         &c.         &c 


End  2  in  No.  29.  Enclosure  2  in  No.  29. 

Resolutions  unanimously  adopted  at  a  Public  Mbbtino,  hel4,  by  permission  of  the 
Commandant,  at  the  Kandy  Library,  August  13,  1848 ;  the  Hon.  Sir  T.  H.  Maddock, 
in  the  Chair. 

1st  Resolution — 

Moved  by  R.  D.  Swan,  Esq. 
Seconded  by  R.  D.  (Jerard,  Esq. 

That  this  Meeting  tenders  its  cordial  thanks  to  the  local  Government  for  the  prompt  and 
energetic  measures  taken  to  suppress  the  rebellion  lately  raised  within  this  and  the  other 
distncts  of  the  Kandyan  provinces^  and  for  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  Her 
Majesty's  peaceable  and  loyal  subjects. 

2nd  Resolution — 

Moved  by  W.  R.  Gaskell,  Esq. 
Seconded  by  C.  Morrison,  Esq. 

That  this  Meeting  f^els  confid^t  that  no  general  disaffection  to  the  British  Government 
exists  among  the  mass  of  the  Kandyan  people,  except^  perhaps,  in  certain  districts,  and  is  of 
opinion  that  the  lower  orders  have  been  incited  to  tumultuous  assemblages  and  violent  measures 
by  ill-disposed  persons,  amongst  whom  are  many  chiefs,  petty  headmen,  and  priests. 

3rd  Resolution — 

Moved  by  Rev.  S.  Owen  Glenie. 
Seconded  by  A.  Adams,  Esq. 
That  the  thanks  of  this  Meeting  are  due  to  Colonel  Drought  for  the  effective  and  judicious 
manner  in  which  he  has  carried  out  the  measures  of  Government,  and  for  the  ready  assistance 
he  has  given  in  cases  where  his  aid  and  protection  were  solicited. 

4th  Resolution — 

Moved  by  George  Wall,  Esq. 
Seconded  by  T.  Hunter,  Esq. 

That  this  Meeting  view  with  regret  the  unworthy  attempt  lately  made  by  certain  parties  to 
diarge  the  late  disturbances  upon  «ndue  display  of  the  military,  anid  recMMOs  its  opinion  that 
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the  interference  of  military  force  was  peremptorily  required,    and   most    opportunely  and         CETLON. 
judiciously  exercised.  """"^ 

5tli  ResohitioQ — 

Moved  by  J.  Keith  Jolly,  Esq. 
Seconded  by  J.  J.  Staples,  Esq. 

That  the  thanks  of  tins  Meeting  be  given  to  the  Hon.  the  Cbaimsan  for  his  obliging 
conduct  in  the  Chair,  and  that  he  do  kindly  forward  a  report  of  the  proceedings^  with  a  copy 
of  the  Resohitions,  to  his  Excellency  the  Grovemor,  smd  a  copy  of  the  third  Resolution  to 
lieut-Oolooel  Drought. 

T.  H.  Maddock^  Chairman  of  the  Meeting. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  29.  End.  3  in  No.  29* 

Rbport  of  the  PBOcEEDfKcm  of  a  Public  MBsnifo  h^,  by  permisnon  of  the  Commandant^ 
at  ibe  KandtLibrart,  en  August  i4  1848. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hadden.  seconded  by  Mr.  Staples,  and  unanimously  carried,  the 
Hod.  Sir  Herbert  Maddock  was  voted  into  the  Chair^  on  taking  possession  of  which  he 
addressed  the  meeting  as  follows : — 

Gentlemen, — Had  the  object  of  this  meeting  been  to  discuss  matters  of  mere  local  interest, 
I  should  not  have  been  present  at  it,  but  the  motive  of  your  assembling  here  to  record  your 
sentiments  on  very  important  political  occurrences  app^rs  to  me  to  be  so  proper,  that  I  feel 
happy  to  avail  myself  of  the  honour  of  taking  a  part  in  your  proceedings. 

You  are^  as  I  understand  from  the  tenor  of  the  proposed  resolutions,  desirous  to  record  your 
grateful  sense  of  the  obligation  under  which  the  community  lies  to  the  Executive  Government 
of  this  idaBil  for  the  wise  and  energetic  measures  by  which  rebellion  has  been  crushed,  and 
protection  has  been  afibrded  to  all  but  a  portion  of  the  province. 

I  iully  and  most  cordially  concur  with  you  in  expressing  my  high  appreciation  of  the  able 
and  well-arraaged  plans  of  the  Government  in  Colombo,  of  the  prompt  and  eflScient  distribution 
of  its  military  resources  in  such  a  manner  that»  with  the  exception  of  those  districts  where  the 
insurgents,  appearing  unexpectedly  and  in  great  force,  were  enabled  to  overrun  the  country, 
and  spreading  havoc  and  destruction  in  their  path,  before  the  military  could  reach  them,  has 
preserved  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  European  settlers,  and  all  other  loyal  and  peaceful 
subjeds  in  all  other  parts  of  the  province ;  and  I  unhesitatingly  state  my  belief  that  you  are 
cBnictly  indebted  to  the  able  person  at  the  head  of  the  Government  for  the  security  and  com- 
farative  tranquillity  which  now  everywhere  prevaiL 

Being  here  as  a  casual  visitor  in  search  of  health  vrh&i  this  audacious  and  insane  attempt 
was  made  to  throw  the  whole  country  into  revolt,  and  to  subvert  the  authority  of  our  gracious 
Sovereign  ia  these  provinces,  I  was  naturally  led  to  inquire  what  sufficient  causes  were  in 
existence  to  justify  the  subject  in  rising  in  open  rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the 
country,  and  I  can  plainly  and  confidently  state  that  I  have  been  able  to  discover  no  cause 
whatever  to  be  urged  in  excuse  for  the  enormity  of  the  offence  of  those  who  have  led  and 
exeited  the  people  to  revolt  agauist  the  Queen's  Govmnment. 

Where  gross  oppression  is  practised  by  the  rulers  of  a  country,  where  the  rights  and  privi- 
legies  and  legitimate  authority  of  the  upper  classes  are  infringed,  where  the  liberties  and 
pfoperty  of  me  people  are  violated  by  those  in  authority,  discontent  will  naturally  prevail ;  and 
when  all  peaceable  measures  of  remonstrance  and  appeal  are  found  to  be  ineffectual,  the 
people  may  be  justified,  as  a  last  resource,  in  taking  up  arms  in  order  to  rid  themselves  of 
intolerable  tyranny.  Is  such  the  case  in  Ceylon  generally,  or  in  these  provinces  particularly? 
Every  one  of  sense  and  reflection  will  r^ly  in  the  negative.  Contrasting  the  condition  of  all 
classes  of  the  people  of  these  provinces  with  that  of  other  Asiatic  countries,  you  will  find  that 
the  Cingalese  in  this  part  of  the  island  have  been  treated  by  their  rulers  with  a  degree  of 
attention  and  liberality  rarely  to  be  met  vrith  on  the  adjoining  continent  of  India.  The  religion 
of  the  people  has  been  preserved  inviolate,  and  the  roost  scrupulous  regard  has  been  shown  to 
the  ieelings  of  the  upper  classes.  I  find  the  edicts  and  regulations  of  the  Government  full  of 
proviaions  to  secure  the  maintenance  of  all  the  attributes  of  rank  and  superiority  claimed  by 
the  higher  dasses ;  and  if  some  of  the  almost  puerile  distinctions  in  matters  of  dress  and 
^quette  are  now  falling  into  disuse,  it  is  not  at  the  dictation  of  the  Government,  but  owing  to 
the  good  sense  and  superior  civilization  now  dawning  upon  some  of  the  chiefs  themselves ;  and 
that  their  superiority  and  authority  have  not  been  virtually,  have  not  been  wantonly,  infringed, 
you  have  abundant  proof  in  the  unbounded  influence  which  has  so  lately  and  so  fearfully  been 
excited  by  them  to  array  their  followers  and  dependents,  and  the  poor  villagers  who  were 
ufifortunately  too  subject  to  their  power,  in  open  revolt. 

Actuated  by  criminal  ambition  to  govern  the  country  themselves,  they  selected  an  obscure 
individual,  whom  they  elothed  ia  tl^  g^b  of  royalty,  and,  at  their  bidding,  the  ignorant 
inhabitants  attended  them  in  tens,  and  nundreds,  and  thousands,  to  prostrate  themselves  in 
homage  before  the  puppet  which  they  had  set  up,  and  to  follow  him  in  arms  in  support  of  his 
usm*ped  authority.  It  is  clear  to  me  that  the  measures  of  the  Government  cannot  have  been 
sw^  as  to  infringe  the  legitimate  authority  of  the  upper  classes,  or  such  an  astounding 
exercise  of  their  influence  would  never  have  been  witnessed. 

Then  as  to  more  substantial  causes  of  discontent,  which  are  sufficient  in  other  countries  to 
account  for  revolt,  such  as  grinding  and  oppressive  imposts,  the  impressment  of  the  people  for 
military  or  other  service,  and  arbitrary  interference  with  private  property.     I  look  in  vain  for 
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CEYLON,  jmy  g„ch  causes  in  the  British  administration  of  these  provinces.    On  the  contrary  I  find  the 

conduct  of  the  Government  marked  by  a  degree  of  liberality  and  self-denial  almost  unprece* 
dented.  You  are  aware  that  in  Asiatic  kingdoms  almost  universally  the  sovereign  is  the  sole 
proprietor  of  the  soil,  and  in  many  is  sole  master  of  the  lives  and  services  of  all  classes  of  his 
subjects.  Ceylon  was  under  its  native  princes  no  exception  to  the  general  custom.  No  man, 
high  or  low,  could  boast  of  proprietary  rights  independent  of  the  sovereign.  Whatever  they 
enjoyed  of  rank,  dignity,  or  possessions,  was  held  in  reality  at  the  good  will  or  caprice  of  the 
arbitrary  head  of  the  state.  The  kings  of  England  succeeded  by  conquest  and  by  agreement 
with  the  chiefs  to  all  the  powers  of  the  former  dynasty.  But  instead  of  selfishly  taking  advan- 
tage of  all  the  resources  of  the  country  thus  placed  at  the  command  of  the  Government,  a 
benevolent  and  confiding  system  of  rule  has  gradually  been  introduced,  under  which  the 
peasant  has  been  liberated  from  the  obligation  of  compulsory  and  unpaid  service  to  the  State, 
and  every  occupant  of  the  soil  has  had  conferred  upon  him  in  free  gift  an  actual  proprietanr 
right  in  that  wmch  formerly  belonged  without  dispute  to  the  Crown.  And  the  return  which 
he  has  been  called  upon  to  make  for  this  incalculable  boon  is  a  portion  of  the  produce  of  his 
lands,  so  light  as  to  entail  no  hardship  whatever.  I  can  tell  you  that  there  is  no  division  of 
the  whole  continent  of  India  under  the  government  of  the  £ast  India  Company,  and  that 
government  has  the  character  of  being  just  and  beneficent  to  its  subjects,  where  the  lands  are 
half  so  lightly  taxed.  If  that  government  derived  np  greater  proportionate  revenue  from  the 
soil  than  is  realized  in  Ceylon,  the  administration  of  that  vast  empire  could  no  longer  be 
carried  on,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  my  opinion  that  the  land  in  Ceylon  does  not  now 
contribute  adequately  its  share  to  the  expenses  of  the  State. 

On  this  score,  therefore,  there  can  be  no  pretence  of  a  grievance.  On  the  contrary,  the 
people  of  all  classes  ought  to  be  impressed  with  the  most  lively  feelings  of  gratitude  to  the 
Government  for  its  forbearance  and  liberality.  There  are  other  recent  taxes  which  are  said  to 
have  created  dissatisfaction,  but  that  dissatisfaction  where  it  exists  has  arisen,  I  am  credibly  in- 
formed, from  exaggerated  mis-statements,  on  the  part  of  seditious  chiefs  and  hpadmen,  of  the 
objects  and  ulterior  designs  of  the  Government  To  such  persons  themselves  these  small  im- 
posts must  be  of  such  trifling  importance,  as  to  have  been  beneath  their  notice  excepting  as  a 
means  of  exciting  discontent  among  the  lower  orders,  and  thus  more  readily  leading  them  into 
the  fearful  rebellion  in  which  so  many  have  engaged.  I  observe  that  one  of  the  resolutions  to 
be  proposed  to  this  meeting,  expresses  great  confidence  in  the  unshaken  loyalty  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  in  the  greater  portion  of  these  provinces.  You,  gentlemen,  who  live  among 
the  people,  and  have  constant  opportunities  of  intercourse  with  tnem,  ought  to  be  the  best 
judges  of  the  feelings  which  prevail  among  them,  and  I  rejoice  therefore  to  find  you  bearing 
testimony  to  their  unshaken  fidelity,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  which  have  been  industriously 
made  to  render  them  disaffected.  I  rejoice  at  this  the  more  because  I  feel  confident  that,  if 
your  impressions  are  correct,  it  will  be  impossible  for  those  who  have  been  at  the  head  of  this 
rebellion,  and  who  are  now  skulking  in  the  depths  of  the  forests,  to  remain  long  undetected  and 
unapprehended,  and  the  early  capture  of  the  pretender  or  pretenders  to  the  throne  will  at  once 
enable  the  authorities  to  proclaim  the  return  of  peace  and  tranquillity  which  cannot  well  be 
done  while  these  infatuated  persons  are  at  lairge. 

One  object  of  our  meeting  here  this  day  is  to  record  a  grateful  sense  of  the  obligations  which 
we  feel  to  the  commandant  at  Kandy,  and  to  the  officers  and  troops  who  have  been  successfiiUy 
employed  under  his  orders.  I  can  bear  personal  testimony  to  the  admirable  manner  in  which 
Lieut.-Colonel  Drought  has  acquitted  himself  of  the  important  and  difficult,  and  in  many  in- 
stances the  embarrassing  duties  which  he  has  had  to  perform,  since  by  the  proclamation  of 
martial  law  he  became  vested  virtually  with  the  sole  and  entire  government  of  the  disturbed 
territory.  You  know  how  promptly  he  has  night  and  day  attended  to  all  your  representations, 
how  effectually  he  has  assisted  you  in  the  protection  of  your  property,  and  how  valuable  have 
been  his  encouragement  and  advice  in  restoring  confidence,  and  thus  enabling  you  by  your  own 
means  to  maintain  peace  and  order  in  and  around  your  own  estates.  You  were  ungrateful  if 
you  failed  to  acknowledge  the  great  services  which  this  gallant  officer  has  rendered,  and  for  the 
military  measures  conducted  under  his  authority :  I  can  only  say  that  according  to  my  judg'^ 
ment  it  is  impossible  that  anything  should  have  been  more  ably  and  more  successfully  con- 
ducted. I'he  rapidity  with  wliich  the  troops  were  moved  to  the  scenes  of  disturbance,  and  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  they  dispersed  the  immense  collections  of  rebels  arrayed  against 
them,  possess  a  value  which  can  only  be  appreciated  by  those  who  will  take  the  trouble  to 
reflect  on  what  would  have  been  the  consequences  of  hesitation  or  delay  at  that  moment,  and 
what  would  have  been  the  future  prospects  of  all  concerned  in  the  widertakings  of  industry  in 
these  provinces  if  the  insurgents  had  once  been  permitted  to  show  themselves  in  the  wooided 
hills,  which  surround  this  beautiful  valley,  in  overpowering  numbers.  Under  such  an  officer  as 
Colonel  Drought,  the  handful  of  men  at  his  disposal  has  enabled  him  to  secure  this  great  and 
prosperou^own,  and  all  the  country  around  from  the  least  injury  or  outrage  of  any  sort,  and 
he  will  through  life  have  the  honest  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  he  has  done  his  duty  welK 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  have  addressed  the  meeting  at  all,  but  I  find  I  have  been  unable 
to  refrain  from  offering  a  few  observations  to  you,  and  1  would  now  propose,  gentlemen,  that 
we  proceed  with  the  business  for  which  we  have  assembled* 

The  honourable  baronet  then  resumed  his  seat  amid  loud  and  unanimous  applaud,  and  Mr. 
R.  D.  Swan  rose  to  move  the  first  resolution,  which  he  briefly  prefaced*     Mr.  R.  D.  Gerard 
seconded  the  resolution,  and  it  was  carried  unanimously. 
Ist  Resolution — 

Moved  by  Mr.  R.  D.  Swan. 
Seconded  by  Mr.  R.  D.  GeranL 
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That  this  meeting  tenders  its  cordial  thanks  to  the  local  Government  for  the  prompt  and         CBYLON. 

energetic  measures  taken  to  suppress  the  rebellion  lately  raised  within  this  and  the  other  dis»  

tricts  of  the  Kandyan  provinces, .  and  for  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  property  of  Her 
Majest/s  peaceable  and  loyal  subjects. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Gaskell,  in  moving  the  second  resolution,  said  he  was  sure  it  was  one  in  which 
all  who  knew  anything  of  the  Kandyans  would  readily  concur.  All  who  had  lived  amongst 
them,  as  many  of  the  gentlemen  present  had  done  for  many  years,  must  feel  convinced  that 
amongst  the  mass  of  the  Kandyans  there  was  no  disaffection  towards  the  British  Government. 
On  the  contrary  they  acknowledged  the  many  benefits  they  had  received  under  the  British  rule, 
and  amongst  them,  especially,  the  equitable  administration  of  justice;  a  thing  almost  unknown 
to  them  under  th^r  own  kin^s.  The  corruption  of  the  priests  and  headmen  was  then  the  only 
means  by  which  a  man  could  obtain  a  favourable  decision  on  his  case,  and  it  was  these  priests 
and  headmen  who  had  now  endeavoured  to  stir  up  disaffection  towards  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  the  Komegalle  and  Matella  districts,  and  they  had  to  some  extent  succeeded ;  but 
that  there  was  in  other  districts  any  general  disaffection  he  entirely  disbelieved. 

Mr.  C.  Morrison  seconded  the  resolution,  and  it  was  carried  tmanimouslv. 

2nd  Resolution— 

Moved  bv  Mr.  W.  R.  Gaskell. 
Secondecf  by  Mr.  C.  Morrison. 

That  this  meeting  feels  confident  that  no  general  disaffection  to  the  British  Government 
exists  amongst  the  mass  of  the  Kandyan  people,  except  perhaps  in  certain  districts ;  and  is  of 
opinion  that  the  lower  orders  have  been  incited  to  tumultuous  assemblages  and  violent 
measures  by  ill-disposed  persons,  amongst  whom  are  many  chiefs,  petty  headmen,  and  priests. 

The  3rd  Resolution  was  moved  by  the  Rev.  S.  O.  Glenie,  who  said  there  was  a  popular 
notion  prevalent  that  the  less  ministers  of  religion  interfered  with  political  matters  the  better, 
and  as  a  general  proposition  he  for  one  admitted  its  correctness.  No  one  could  be  more  out  of 
his  place  than  a  clergyman  abetting  proceedings  or  attending  at  meetings  whose  objects, 
avowed  or  thinly  concealed,  were  to  excite  disaffection  against  our  rulers,  and  where  dignities 
were  evil  spoken  of.  But  on  an  extraordinary  occasion  like  the  present,  where  parties  were 
met  together  to  testify  their  loyalty  to  their  Sovereign  and  their  gratitude  to  the  Government 
for  its  care  of  their  lives  and  property  while  rebellion  was  stalking  abroad,  it  was  surely  allow- 
able in  one,  whose  province  it  was  to  teach  men  to  honour  the  Queen  and  all  that  are  in 
authority  under  her,  to  come  forward  as  a  British  subject,  as  well  as  a  minister  of  the  British 
Church,  and  give  utterance  to  his  opinions.  It  was,  therefore,  with  sincere  pleasure  that  he 
moved  the  Resolution  entrusted  to  him  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  to  our  gallant 
soldiery;  and  more  particularly  so  as  he  had  had  opportunities  of  witnessing  and  consequently 
could  bear  personal  testimony  to  the  promptitude,  energy,  and  courtesy,  displayed  by  Colonel 
Drought  anid  all  under  his  command.  He  did  not  forget,  and  hoped  no  one  present  did,  that 
while  by  its  bravery  and  discipline  our  noble  army  had  contributed  to  raise  to  its  present  pitch 
of  unequalled  greatness  the  British  Empire,  they  could  boast  the  proud  distinction  so  grateful 
to  all  Englishmen  who  knew  and  valued  the  blessings  of  their  free  Constitution,  that  while 
their  arms  had  ever  protected  us  from  our  enemies,  they  had  never  been  turned  against  the 
liberties  of  tlieir  country. 

Mr.  A.  Adams  seconded  the  Resolution  and  it  was  carried  unanimously. 

3rd  Resolution — 

Moved  by  the  Rev.  S.  O.  Glenie. 
Seconded  by  Mr.  A  Adams. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  are  due  to  Colonel  Drought  for  the  effective  and  judicious 
manner  in  which  he  has  carried  out  the  measures  of  Grovemment,  and  for  the  ready  assistance 
he  has  ffiven  in  cases  where  his  aid  or  protection  were  solicited. 

Mr.  Wall,  in  proposing  the  4th  Resolution,  said  there  was  no  duty  the  performance  of 
which  was  more  grateful  to  a  loyal  subject  than  to  acknowledge  the  wisdom  and  excellence  of 
the  measures  of  Government,  and  none  to  which  he  was  more  reluctant  than  to  complain  of 
them.  The  present  was  a  noble  opportunity  for  testifying  to  the  energy  and  promptitude  of 
Government  in  saving  life  and  property,  and  repressing  disorders  which  nad  plaosd  in  jeopardy 
the  safety  of  peaceable  subjects  and  their  property.  No  one  present  could  reflect  on  the 
danger  from  which  he  had  been  delivered  by  the  prompt  efforts  of  Government,  without 
deprecating  in  the  strongest  terms  an  attempt  so  unworthy  as  that  which  had  been  made  by 
certain  parties  to  charge  the  late  outbreaks  on  undue  display  of  military  force,  and  every  one 
present  would,  join  him  in  the  opinion  that  that  force  had  been  most  imperatively  required 
and  most  wisely  directed. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hunter  seconded  the  Resolution,  and  it  was  unanimously  carried. 

4th  Resolution- 
Moved  by  Mr.  George  Wall. 
Seconded  by  Mr.  Thomas  Himter* 
That  this  meeting  views  with  regret  the  unworthy  attempt  lately  made  by  certain  parties  to 
charge  the  late  disturbances  upon  undue  display  of  the  mUitary,  and  records  its  opinion  that 
the  interference  of  military  force  was  most  peremptorily  required  and  most  opportunely  and 
judiciously  exercised. 

Mr.  Jolly  then  proposed  the  5th  Resolution,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Staples,  and 
unanimously  carrieoL 
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"^ — '■  Meved  by  Mr.  J.  K.  Jolly. 

Seconded  by  Mr,  J.  J.  Staples. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  the  Honourable  Si^  T.  H.  Maddock  for  hi» 
obliging  conduct  in  the  Chair,  and  that  he  do  kindly  forward  a  report  of  the  proceedings,  with, 
a  copy  of  the  Resolutions,  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor^  and  a  copy  of  the  3rd  R^olu&»& 
to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Drought. 

The  meeting  then  dissolved. 

T.  H.  Maddock,  Chairman. 

Amongst  the  parties  present  at  liie  meeting  were  tbe  foIlowing>^ 

Sir  T-  H.  Maddock.  B.  E.  Hancock. 

Key.  S.  O.  Glenie.  R.  D.  Sw-wi. 

J.  J.  Staples,  Esq.  —  Simson. 

Messrs.  Morrison*  J.  K.  Jolly. 

R.  D.  Gerard.  T.  Viner. 

A.  Adams.  J.  Bell. 

T.  Hunter.  A.  Romer. 

F.  J.  Hadden.  JLoko  Baiudar. 
W.  R.  GadielL  De  Saram. 
Geo.  WalL  W.  J.  Bartu. 
D.  Bell.  J.  A.  Dunawille. 

G.  E.  Dalrymple.  —  Whitehouse. 
J.  B.  W.  DowdalL  —  Jaybellike, 

J.  Simpson.  Rev.  —  Labroye. 

T.  Frickleton. 


End.  4  in* No.  29.  Enclosure  4  in  No.  29« 

(Trandatiofi.) 

To  tlie  Government  Aosmr  for  the  Central  Provinee. 
&c  Ac  &e. 

On  the  occasion  when  information  was  taken  regarding  the  produce  of  this  district  we^ 
the  Undersigned,  explained  to  the  people  that  it  was  done  so  for  the  purpose  of  knowing  tb^r 
increase,  when  we  came  to  know  that,  the  inhabitants  were  much  pleased  and  glad  for  the 
improvement  of  the  produce. 

The  inhabitants  of  some  of  the  districts  imagined  fltat  a  tax  will  be  taken  to  Groremment  oq 
these,  and  assembled  in  Kandy  on  the  6th  and  8th  July  last  to  represent  the  matter,  when  it^ 
was  explained  to  them  by  a  Government  notice  that  no  tax  would  be  levied  on  them,  for  which 
few  of  the  people  that  doubted  and  all  the  rest  give  very  many  thanks  to  Government.  Wcw 
and  all  the  inhabitants  of  our  district,  regret  much  for  the  useless  attempt  made  by  some 
of  the  evil-disposed,  wicked,  and  disloyal  people  of  some  of  tbe  districts  against  this  high  and 
merciful  British  Government,  to  meet  their  own  niin  and  to  deprive  the  people  of  their  present 
prosperity. 

Owing  to  the  severe  punishments  and  numSserless  Rugekaria  services  imposed  on  the  people 
of  every  part  of  the  country  in  tbe  time  of  the  Kandian  government,  they  had  no  rest  whatso- 
ever and  veduoed  to  a  state  of  poverty  in  every  way ;  but  in  this  Government  aU  the  said 
Raiekarias  were  abolished,  improved  in  every  way,  and  live  comfortably.  Intending  that  we. 
will  not  get  a  government  which  is  so  mercifiil  towards  the  inhabitants  than  the  high  Britisfai 
Governnaent,  live  day  and  night,  being  obedient  and  loyal  to  this  Government;  and  we  beg  to 
represent  that  when  any  person  who  are  against  this  high  Government  enter  our  district,  we^ 
and  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  district^  are  willing  to  assist  Government  and  do  everything 
needful. 

These  represented  by — 

1.  Wellegedere  Phudianse  Rattemahatmava,  of  Kotmalie. 

2.  Zapamudianselay  Ukkoo  Baoida  Kocalie,  of  Udepone.     (Signed)  Ukkoo  Banda. 

3.  Akubbale  Jayesoondere  Mudianselay  Appoohamy  Koralle,  of  Paleepane.  (Signed^ 
Appoohamy  Coralle. 

4.  Panebeoldke  Guneralunnanse,  residing  at  tlie  Posolpitia  Pansala. 

5.  Nissangedere  Menickralle  Aratchy,  of  Kadedore.     (Signed)  Manickralle  Aratchy. 

6.  Hemedaljodegedetre  Mudelihamy  Aratchy,  •of  Tispoae.  (Signed)  Moodelibamy 
Aratchy 

7.  Kapuhannakelaygedere  Appop  Aratchy,  of  Waltaddore.  (Signed)  Aj^)oohamy 
Aratchy. 

8.  Helcoombooregedere  KeeraBe  Aratchy,  ef  Mategame.  (Signed)  Kerealle  Mategam 
Aratchy. 

9.  Kalanchigedere  Rauhamy  Aratchy,  of  Madeeoomboore.      (Signed)  Rauhamy  Aratchy. 

10.  Valijodegedere  Appoo  Aratchy,  of  Adegame.     (Signed)  Appoo  AratchiUe. 

11.  Dassanaikegedere  Punchiralle  Aratchy,'  of  Mangandore.  (Signed)  Pundaiialle 
Aratchy. 

12.  Helecoombooregedere  Appoo  Aratchy,  of  Mallhawe.     (Signed)  Appoo  Aratchy. 

13.  Kalnigoaratchillagedere  Appoo  Aratchy,  of  Moroney.     (Signed)  Appoo  Aratchy. 
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14.  Attepaltoogedere  Punchiralle  Aratchj.,    (Smied)  Pundiiralle  Aratchy.  CEYIOIL 

15.  Kandecoomboorey  Punchiralle  Aratchy,  of  Kalepitia.     (Sigped)  Punchiralle  Aratchy.  ""^ 

16.  Sirifaelepadigedere  Sirimala  Dareav  of  Mawelle.    (Signed)  Sirimala. 

17.  Kotowegedere  Sikoradi  Leamia  Ukkoa. 

18.  X  Signature  of  Naweratuemudianselay  Appoohamy  Kapuralle. 

19.  Pallegedere  Rampatuldcoa  Dorea.     (Signed)  AkkOoa  Durea. 

20.  Vedesiiihepadigey  Akkooa  Durea,  of  Pananffammane.     (Signed)  Ukkoa  Durea. 

21.  Atkawitenne  Dnigawa  Durea,  of  KumbaUalowe.     (Signed)  Diregawa. 

i  be^  to  TopresMit  thai  ve  all  with  one  aepord  ^q)eet  to  keep  for  ever  the  kyalty  and  . 
faithfulness  that  exists  in  us  all  the  inhabitants  of  thb  district,  at  present  to  this  high  British 
GoNieBiuKieiit*. 

(Sgned)  W.  B.  Banda. 

Dated  August  10,  1848. 
Transliated  by  me, 

Jv  W,  Da  SiLVA, 


Eiiclosiure  5  in  No.  29.  Encl,  6  in  No.  29. 

(Translation.) 

AoDRRsa  of  the  Nativjss  to  hiis  ExceUency  the  Bight  Honourable:  Viscount  Torrington, 
Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over  the  British  Settlements  and  Territories,  in 
the  Island  of  Ceylon  and  dependencies  thereof. 

The  humhle  and  dutiful  Address  of  the  undersigned  Inhabitants  o£  Udepalate. 
Wb  beg  to  express  our  following  sentiments  in  reference  to  the  recent  disturbauces  and 
rebellion  which  were  got  up  by  the  inhabitants  of  KumegoUe*  and  Matelle^  they  being  led 
thereto  by  their  own  wieked  imaginations. 

We  beg  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  we  are  firmly  detennined  uninterruptedly  to  pay 
the  B^itisn  Gfovemment  our  siaeera  aUegiaB)ce>  and  to  preserve  .pubUi:  peace  and  order  in  our 
laepectiva  village  always. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  inhabitants  of  Doombera  and  other  districts^  who  recently 
assembled  in  the  town  of  Kandy  to  complain  of  their  alleged  grievances  at  the  taxes  which 
the  Government  ordadned^  were  induced  to  do  so  by  a  want  of  due  consideration  of  the  state 
under  whicb  they  had  lived  during:  the  reign  of  their  former  kings,  and  withoat  considering 
the  extreme  injustice  and  the  tortures  which  they  had  been  subjected  to,  and  not  minding  that 
their  time,  lives,  and  property,  were  then  held  subject  to  the  caprice  of  their  kings. 

We  are  also  sensible  that  we  are  not  only  at  present  free  from  such  injustice  and  wrongs, 
but  that  the  British  Government  is  merciful  towards  the  inhabitants  of  our  districts ;  and  that 
the  Government  is  not  only  actuated  by  good  will  towards  us,  but  that  if  anything  were  done 
in  our  behalf  it  would  be  done  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  our  own  welfare. 

We  are  fully  seosihle  thatL  the  Government  taxes  are  ordained  for  the  genecal  benefit  of 
ourselves,  and  therefore,  not  only  we,  but  onr  futuse  generations,  will  cheerfully  pay  such 
taxes. 

We  not  only  extFemely  regret  that  eertaia  lababitaBts  of  same  of  the  districts^  fi*om  want 
of  due  consideration  of  the  benefits  intended  to  be  conferred  upon  them  by  the  recent 
Ordinances,  should  have  dissatisfied  their  minds,  and  thereby  promoted  rebellious  acts  against 
the  Government;  but  we  beg  to  offer  very  many  thanks  to  Government  for  the  manner  in 
which  those  disturbanceft  have  been  put  down,  and  ftilly  appreciate  the  means  adc^ted  for 
their  suppression. 

We  consider  tlrnt  the  Ordtnanee  whieh  requires  «8  to  work  on  the  roads  only  for  six  days 
in  tile  year  is  a  just  one,  more  especially,  because  provbim  is  therein  made^  whereby  those 
who  are  unable  or  unwiiHng  to  woiic  sfaoidd  pay  a  eomnnitalion  tax  of  three  shillings  instead 
of  labour.  The  formation  of  roads  is  a  very  necessary  thing,  and  that  they,  the  roads,  are 
calculated  to  do  good  to  ourselves.  It  is,  therefore,  our  duty  to  do  our  utmost  to  promote  the 
making  of  road^. 

We,  lastly,  beg  to  express  our  confidence  in  your  Excellency's  benevol^oe,  discretion,  and 
dfserimination  to  distingnish  between  right  and  wrong,  and  submit  our  veneration  to  your 
Excellency,  and  to,  assure  that  we  are  always  ready  and  willing  to  obey  your  Excellency's 
commands* 

(Hera  follow  the  signatnrei^  2000  in  manber.) 

Transkted  l^  W..  JaGATBUBxa, 

Kandy^  14tfa  August^  184B. 

(A  tine  Copy.) 

J.  EllElESOirTENllEIlT* 
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<^Ji^^        (No.  161.)  No.  30. 

No.  30.  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon,  Viscount  Torrington 

to  Ead  Grey. 

Queen  s  House,  Colombo,  September  13,  1848. 

My  Lord,  (Remved  October  31,  1848.) 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  duplicate  of  a 
petition  which  was  sent  direct  to  your  Lordship  by  the  last  mail,  without 
passing  through  my  hands* 

2.  It  was  signed,  as  I  imderstand,  by  upwards  of  500  Buddhist  priests  of  the 
Southern  Province,  and  the  purport  of  it  is  to  pray  that  they  may  be  relieved 
from  the  liability  to  work  or  to  pay  a  commutation  in  lieu  of  their  personal 
labour  for  six  days  in  the  year,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Road  Ordinance 
No.  8,  of  1848.  They  state  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  tenets,  of  their  religion 
as  Buddhist  priests  either  to  labour  with  their  hands  or  to  possess  money. 

3.  The  original  view  of  the  Government,  which  was  perfectly  aware  of  this 
prospective  difficulty  in  the  working  of  the  Road  Ordinance,  was,  that  the 
priests  would  be  able  to  procure  substitutes  (temple  tenants,  for  instance)  to 
work  for  them.  This  would  have  been  quite  consistent  with  both  the  spirit 
and  the  provisions  of  that  Ordinance. 

4.  A  revision  of  some  of  the  enactments  will  shortly  take  place,  on  the 
meeting  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  it  is  only  further  necessary  for  me 
here  to  .remark,  that  one  of  the  alterations  will  doubtless  be,  the  exemption 
of  certain  classes  or  individuals  named  from  the  strict  operation  of  the  Ordi- 
nance, so  far  as  concerns  personal  labour. 

5.  Under  the?e  circumstances  there  is  every  prospect  that  the  object  of  the 
petitioners  in  addressing  your  Lordship  may  be  attained  by  the  voluntary  act 
of  the  local  Legislature 

I  have,  &c.. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


End.  in  No.  30.  '  Enclosure  in  No.  30- 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the 

Colonies,  &c.  &c. 

The  humble  petition  of  the  undersigned  Buddhist  priests  residing  in  the  district  of  Galle, 
within  the  southern  province  of  the  island  of  Ceylon, 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  by  the  Ordinance,  No.  8  of  1848,  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  this 
island,  every  male  between  the  age  of  18  and  55  years  resiaing  in  Ceylon,  with  the  exception 
only  of  the  Governor  and  military  persons,  is  liable  to  perform  six  days'  labour  in  a  year,  or 
commute  the  same  by  paying  3«.  as  substitution,  and  that  the  petitioners  not  being  exempted 
most  humbly  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  circumstances  to  your  Lordship  s  generous 
consideration,  with  the  full  hope  of  being  excused  for  intruding  on  your  Lord^ip's  precious 
time. 

That  the  petitioners  and  other  Buddhist  priests  and  laymen  of  the  bland  are  entirely, 
depending  on  the  generosity  of  the  Buddhist  population  who  feed  the  petitioners  during  four 
months  in  the  year,  and  in  eight  months  those  that  have  not  a  proper  and  fixed  residence, 
wander  from  place  to  place,  and'  the  rest  remain  in  their  respective  temples  begging  for  meals 
from  house  to  house,  yet  performing  the  usual  ceremonies  in  the  temples,  and  visiting  sick,  and , 
attending  on  funeral  ceremonies ;  in  none  of  these  occasions  they  receive  anything  more  than 
the  usual  meals  and  a  piece  of  cloth. 

That  the  rites  of  the  Buddhist  religion  prevents  its  priests  particularly  possessing  money,  ot 
other  property,  even  robes,  more  than  what  is  actually  necessary.  They  are  prohibited  from 
cutting  solid  ground  beyond  the  depth  of  an  inch,  and  pulling  out,  cutting,  or  otherwise  destroy- 
ing any  plants,  herb,  or  tree  whatever.  They  are  at  least  prohibited  from  all  manner  of  work 
or  labour  for  their  maintenance  or  worldly  prospects,  or  assist  others  in  work  but  for  the  benefit 
of  the  soul,  and  no  priest  should  walk  out  of  the  temple  without  proper  suit  or  robe  which 
covers  the  whole  body ;  should  they  violate  either  of  their  rites  they  are  no  priests,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  religious  principals  they  cannot  be  saved,  as  the  work  or  labour  is  inconsistent,  and 
could  not  be  performed  until  they  are  under  that  cloak,  and  commute  the  labour  for  a  yearly 
payment.  The  petitioners  are  disqualified,  for  they  possess  no  money  or  other  property  which 
are  suitable  to  convert  into  money,  nor  can  they  beg  for  pecuniary  assistance.    The  petitioners 
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do  not  deny  that  there  are  priests  who  possess  temples  and  {Property,  but  the  produce  ther^f 
is  always  used  for  the  improvements  of  such  temples  at  the  discretion  of  the  principal  inha* 
bitants.  But  most  of  the  buddhist  priests  in  the  island  possess  no  temples  or  other  property ; 
as  for  begging  money,  or  handling  the  same^  they,  as  have  been  already  asserted,  are  prohi- 
bited.    It  is,  therefore,  utterly  impossible  for  them  to  pay  tax  in  money. 

That  the  Buddhist  priests  are,  during  18  hours,  daily  fasting,  and  are  allowed  six  hours, 
commencing  6  a.m.,  to  seek  for  meals  and  enjoy  before  12  at  noon,  the  petitioners  being  well 
accustomed  in  this  fasting,  do  not  appear  weak  in  body  or  form^  but  they  are  actually  unfit  for 
labour. 

,  That  316  years  before  Christ  Buddhism  was  established  in  Ceylon ;  the  Buddhist  priests 
and  their  places  of  worship  have  been  always  excluded  from  all  labours  and  taxes  by  the 
king  of  Kandy,  as  well  as  by  Portuguese  and  Dutch,  and  also  by  this  merciful  Government 
till  the  passing  of  the  present  Ordinance.  And  that  no  Ordinance  or  minute  was  ever  passed 
in  Ceylon  imposing  any  labour  or  tax  on  priests  against  the  rites,  and  to  the  contrary,  they 
were  always  assisted  and  indulged ;  and  according  to  the  convention  between  the  English 
Government  and  the  Kandians,  when  Kandy  was  taken  in  1815,  it  appears  that  the  religion 
of  Buddhu  is  declared  inviolable,  and  its  rites,  ministers,  and  places  of  worship  are  to  be- 
maintained  and  protected.  Should  the  petitioners  not  be  exempted  from  this  oppressive  ta}^ 
they  will  be  compelled  to  work,  whereby  they  would  not  only  infringe  the  rites  of  their  religion, 
but  inviolate  the  same  completely,  and  their  prospects  in  a  world  to  come  will  be  blighted,  for 
which  they  have  been  labouring  all  their  life. 

Therefore,  and  under  these  circumstances,  your  Lordship's  poor  petitioners  most  humbly 
crave  that  they  may  be  exenipted  from  the  said  Ordinance,  by  doing  which  the  Government 
will  confer  on  them  the  boon  of  everlasting  happiness. 

For  which  act  of  great  favour  and  indulgence  the  humble  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound, 
will  evOT  pray. 

Here  follows  550  signatures. 

Point  de  Galle,  August  18,  1848. 


CETLON. 


3. 


(No.  162.)  No.  31.  No.  31. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

My  Lord,  Queen*s  House,  Colombo,  September  13,  1848. 

(Received  October  31,  1848.) 

Since  the  date  of  my  Despatch  from  Kandy,  by  the  last  mail  of  the 
'16th  of  August,  a  great  number  of  addresses  have  been  presented  to  me  from 
various  districts,  principally  within  the  central  province,  having  for  their  object 
generally  to  express  the  satisfaction  of  the  inhabitants  at  the  measures  adopted 
by  Government  for  the  suppression  of  the  insurrection,  and  conveying  to  me,  in 
some  instances,  their  perfect  acquiescence  in  the  policy  which  has  been  pursued. 

2.  The  first  of  these  addresses  was  presented  to  me  by  a  deputation  of  the  j 

Singhalese,  Moorish,  and  Malabar  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Kandy,  at  the  

Pavilion,  shortly  after  my  arrival  there.     The  reply  which  I  made  to  them  is 
likewise  enclosed.  2. 

3.  The  next  is  an  address  from  the  principal  inhabitants  of  a  portion  of  the 
district  of  Hewahette,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kandy,  which  not  only  conveys  — 
the  expression  of  their  loyalty,  but,  what  is  of  some  importance  at  the  present 
time,  announces  their  desire  to  commence,  without  delay,  the  formation  of  a 
road  through  the  district,  the  trace  for  which  was  made  three  or  four  years 
ago,  but  which,  by  lapse  of  time,  has  become  nearly  obliterated.  They 
volimtarily  offered  to  undertake  this  work,  irrespective  altogether  of  the  road 
Ordinance,  and  merely  asked  for  the  use  of  tools  and  implements  from  the 
Government,  and  a  small  sum  of  301  for  petty  expenses.  I  have  not  failed 
to  give  every  reasonable  encouragement  to  a  proposal  so  opportunely  and 
advantageously  made. 

4.  The  next  address  is  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Wallapanny,  in 
the  central  province,  formerly  one  of  the  most  disturbed  and  troublesome  parts  — 
of  the  Kandian  country.  It  tends  to  show  that  the  people  had  been  generally 
deceived  by  their  headmen,  as  to  the  intentions  of  Government,  and  that  it 
only  required  the  removal  of  their  misapprehensions  to  bring  them  to  a  just 
and  loyal  appreciation  of  its' real  objects. 

5.  Another  address  is  from  the  inhabitants  of  Udunuwera  and  Yattinuwere, 
two  important  districts  within  the  Kandian  province,  signed  by  all  the  principal 
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cSTLoif.        chiefs  asd  headmen,  cm:wj'mg  the  exproMon  ef  sentiments  very  siaular  to 
those  before  made  known  in  the  addresses  already  mentioned. 

6.  Another  address  of  a  very  similar  character  has  also  been  presented  to 
me  from  the  inhabitants  of  Saffragam,  which  forms  a  portion  of  the  original 
Kaodian  tersitcrry,  of  considerable  importance  on  accowit  of  the  gieat  influence 
of  the  priests^  »d  the  vast  landed  possessions  belonging  to  its  temples. 

7.  Lastly,  I  have  mnch  pleasure  in  forwarding  an  address  from  the  mtive . 

merchants,  traders,  and  other  respectable  Hindu  inhabitants  of  Colombo,  signed- 
by  not  less  than  1056  persons.  These  form  the  most  active  and  enterprising 
clas&'of  traders  throughout  the  island ;  they  have  connexions  in  all  parts  of  the 
interior,  and  their  known  wealth  and  trading  habits  give  them  vast  influence 
with  the  native.  Singhalese.  The  objeet  of  the  address  is  simply  to  thank  tiie 
Government  for  the  prompt  and  energetic  measures  which  had  been  adopted* 

8.  I  have  felt  ft  to  be  my  duty  to  transmit  these  various  documents  to  your 
Lordship,  not  so  much  with  the  object  of  self-congratulation  upon  the  success 
of  the  measures  which  have  been  taken  for  the  suppression  of  these  disturbances^ 
but  rather  with  a  view  of  giving  the  difierent  classes  of  native  inhabitants  an 
opportimity  of  avowing  their  sentiments  through  me  to  your  Lordship,  and  of 
showing  that  whatever  pains  may  have  been  taken  to  get  up  petitions  against 
the  measures  of  Government  by  parties  who  have  purposely  misled  the  people 
as  to  the  design  of  those  measures,  the  great  mass  of  the  inhabitants,  when 
their  minds  have  been  disabused  of  errors,  are  loyal  and  well  disposed  towards 
the  Government. 

I  have,  8ic^ 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


£ncl.  ]  in  No.  31. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  31. 
(Translation.) 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Singhalese;  Moorislf,  and  Malabar  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Kaoriy^  held- 
this  day  at  the  sehool-room  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society  in  the  Trincomalee-street,  the 
following  three  resolutions  have  been  unanimously  passed: — 

Ist  Rtsokitian— * 

Moved  by  Mr.  James  A.  Sunuwille. 
Seconded  by  Mr.  Don  Andries  Jayeteleke. 

"  That,  viewing  the  position  of  the  town  of  Kaudy  in  reference  to  the  districts  of  Matelle  and 
Seven  Korles,  which  have  raised  or  ioined  in  the  recent  rebellion  against  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  considering  that  if  the  said  rebellion  had  not  beew  timely  checked  the  lives 
and  property  oi*  the  inhabitants  of  this  plaee  wevld  hate  heaa.  exposed  ta  insmiaent  danger> 
this  mieeting  feel'  it  to  be^tfaosir  duty  mo^  especially  to  render  their  siacece  and  htartMttluMkr^ 
to  his  Exceilency  the  Goveitiior  for  the  prompt,  energeticy  and  successful  eflbrtsimadeby  th« 
local  Government  for  the  suppression  of  the  said  rebellion  almost  at  its  very  onsat  ^  asd.  to 
record  their  opinion^  that  to  the  adoption  of  those  measures  alone  are  to  be  attributed  the  speedy 
restoration  of  public  peace  and  the  dispelling  of  the  very  general  alarm  felt  by  the  residents  o£ 
this  town." 

2nd  Resolution — 

Proposed  by  Mr.  David  de  Alwis. 
Seconded  by  Mr.  Dunvwille,  Tikery  Bombk 

'*  That  diis  meeting  camiot  help  expressing  its  opimoii  that  the  rebellion  which  broke  out  at 
Matelle  had  been  plaaoed  by  an  impostor  caUiag  himself  a  *  prinee,'  and  that  it  had  ita  origin 
l0Wg  befom  tfie  enaetmeat  of  the  reorat  taoc  Orduttmces/' 

3rd  Reseiotien — 

Movad  by  Mr.  Parenegocne  MadtanBe 
Seconded  by  Mr.  Sedde  Lebbe,  Headmoormaa. 

**  Tbattho)  nsBKinigfavthep  eoaaider  it  to  be  its  bouadtn  doty,  at  a  time  like  the  pnssent;  to 
express  mast  foieibly,  and  in  laaguage  not  to  be  oAistaken,  that  it  holds  the  rabeMiMis  aata  oi: 
the  iababitants  of  Matelle  and  Sevea.  Korles  in  utter  abhorrence  and  detestation,  and  to  anure 
his  Excellency  of  the  loyaky  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  to  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  of  their  firm  dietermination  to  stand  by  it.'* 

(Signed)        J.  A.  DtmvynLLt,  Chairmaa. 
Kandy,  August  18,  1848. 

A'  tree  €opy.— WiLLiABt  Chas.  Giinoiv. 
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Enclosure  2  hi  No.  31.  CEYIOV. 

Reply  of  his^E&ceUaocy  the  Govk^rnor  to  a  Deputation  appointed  at  a  PuUic  Meeting  of  fiacL  2  in  No*  31. 
the  Singhalese,  Mooiish,  Aod  Malabar  Inhabitants  of  the  Toira  of  £andy,  held  on  Friday  the 
18th  August. 

The  three  resphitions  which  you  have  now  presented  to  me  on  behalf  of  the  Bathe 
inb&bitaots  of  Kandy;,  livihowere  assembled  at  a  public  meeting  held  yesterday  in  this  towJi^  are 
of  the  highest  importance,  sis  conveying  to  me  Ihe  sentiment  of  loyalty  of  the  great  body  of  the 
influential  inhabitants,  and  their  firm  determination  to  support  the  authority  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government. 

I  am  much  gratified  to  learn -fiiat  you  iiitty  appreciate  the  vahie  of  the  prompt  and  energetic 
meeswres  irittch  bwe  been  adbpted  ior  Ihe  suppression  of  the  rebeltion  in  the  diBtoiet  df  Matelle 
land  KumagaUe,  and  for  the  preservation  of  tranquillity  generally^  as  well  as  for  the  protection 
'  -of  the  iihabitents  of  this  town.  The  fiuocess  K^f  ifhose  .efibrts  Jbas  abeadty  Testoped*  the  ourreot  of 
Mtteroantile  .business  to  its  re^itilar  and  ordinary  course ;  and  I  haveevery  coirfidenoe  that  tiome 
iidiabitaffvis  of  ihe  rural  district  wiho  have  temporarily  fled  in  fear  Beom  iheir  homes  mil  shertly 
Teium  to  resume  .their  usual  and  tpeaceful  occitpations. 

I  have  received  from  you^  with  much  satisfaction,  the  confirmation  of  the  opinion  which 
I  had  previoiKily  been  led  to  form,— 4hat  the  rebeUion  in  the  district  of  Matelle  was  nol  of 
Teoeot  origin,  but  that  it  bad  been  long  pbmned,  and  was  only  wsitiog  an  (Opportunity  to  hunt 
forth  long  before  the  enactment  of  the  recent  Ordomanees. 

The  open  expFession  of  your  sentiments  vpon  this  subject  cannot  ML  to  hs  :tprodac1xiie  tof 
advantage  to  the  community  at  large. 

I  trust  that  the  restoration  of  tramyuillity  in  all  pacts  is  not  far  distant,  and  that  peace  and 
,  contentment  will  for  the  fiiture  be  con^letely  assured. 

Pavilion,  August  19th,  1848. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  31.  End.  3  in  No.  31* 

His  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  is  pleased  to  direct  that  the 
following  Address  from  the  native  inhabitants  of  Megodetihe,  in  the  district  of  Hewahette,  be. 
publifirii^  for  general  information. 

By  his  E^xcelleHcy^s  command. 

Colonial  Secretary's  OflSce,  W.  Morris, 

Colombo,  2nd  September,  1848.  Acting  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary. 


(Translation.) 

To  his  ExoeUeitcy  ihe  Right  Honourable  Lord  Viscount  Torrington,  Governor  and 
Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over  the  British  settlements  and  territories  in  the 
island  of  Ceylon,  with  the  dependencies  thereof,  &c.  &c. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  inhabitants  of  Megodetihe,  of  the  district  of  Hewahette. 
We,  the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  Megodetihe,  of  the  district  of  Hewahette,  beg  leave 
to  assure  your  Excellency,  in  common  with  me  other  peaceable  and  loyal  subjects  of  this 
island,  that  we  are  deeply  sensible  of  the  inestimable  advantages  which  we  with  the  rest  of  the 
people  of  this  country  enjoy  under  the  British  Government,  and  that  we  most  sincerely  abhor 
the  disloyal  and  rebelUous  oonduct  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Sewn  Korles  and  Matella*  who 
have  created  the  recent  disturbanees. 

We  are  equally  alive  to  the  great  importance  of  putting  down  all  such  disturbances  at  their 
TCfy  beginning,  and  of  the  necessity  of  adopting  most  severe  raeasttres  to  punish  the  disloyal,  and 
cannot  too  strongly  appreciate  or  hold  in  estimation  the  mode  in  which  this  rebellion  has  been 
crushed. 

We,  therefore,  unfeignedly  thank  your  Excellency,  and  are  grateful  to  Government  for 
causing  thus  speedily  the  restoration  of  the  public  peace.  ^ 

As  regards  the  recent  Road  Ordinance,  we  cannot  hide  from  "your  ExeeJlency  the  faot'of  our 
having  been  some  time  ago  most  erroneously  informed  of  the  intentions  of  Government  in  respect 
thereof,  as  also  of  the  false  reports  which  gained  circulation  in  our  country  in  respect  of  the 
other  alleged  imposts.  Hence  the  veir  great  alarm  W2  once  felt ;  but  now  seeing  wiiat  are 
the  real  intentions  of  Government,  and  knowing  that  we  of  all  the  other  districts  are  mostly  in 
want  of  a  public  road,  we  feel  qxrite  satisfied  of  the  urgent  necessity  of  having  such  a  road 
opened  through  our  country,  and  have  already  expressed  to  Government  our  readmess,  through 
our  Ratemahatmeya,  to  conmience  operations  in  regard  to  the  forming  <jf  that  road  immediately. 
We  have  no  doubt  that,  with  some  litde  sacrifice  of  our  time  or  money  towards  this  object,  the 
Toad  now  traced  by  our  Grovemment  Agent  will  be  soon  completed.  If  our  offer  to  com- 
mence work  inmnediately  be  approved  of  by  Government,  we  are  every  way  inclined  to  do  so, 
even  before  the  Ordinance  comes  into  operation. 

Assuring  your  Excellency  once  more  of  our  firm  attachment  to  Government,  and  our  con- 
fidence in  the  British  rule  of  this  country,  we  remain 

Your  Excellency's  most  devoted  and  humble  servants, 
Kandy,  21st  August,  1848.  (Signed  l^  119  inhabitants,) 

A  true  Copy, 

William  Chas.  Gibson. 
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find.  4  in  No.  3l«  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  is  pleased  to  direct  that  the 

following  Address  from  the  native  inhabitants  of  Walleponey  district^  be  published  for  general 
information.  By  his  Excellency*s  command, 

G>lonial  Secretary's  OflSce,  W.  Morris, 

Colombo,  2nd  September,  1848.  Acting  Assistant  Ck>lonial  Secretary. 

Translation  of  an  Address  to  his  Excellency  the  Grovemor  Viscount  Torrinoton  by  the 

Inhabitants  of  Walleponey  district 

That  previous  to  the  year  1844  they  had  no  prson  in  authority  from  whom  they  could 
learn  the  mild  and  benevolent  intentions  of  the  English  Government  towards  them ;  they  acted 
according  to  the  suggestions  of  their  own  will,  and  in  conseouence  some  of  diem  suffered  due 
punishments  from  Government,  and  were  thereby  taught  a  lesson.  The  present  Andrewewey 
Kattemahatmeya  has  proved  to  them  the  mildness  and  justice  of  the  English  Government,  and 
has  also  fully  explained  the  advantages  that  they  and  their  country  would  derive  by  the  openit^ 
of  roads. 

Of  late,  that  is  about  the  month  of  July  last,  they  were  informed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
adjacent  districts  that  a  great  number  of  taxes  were  to  be  imposed  on  them,  and  they  were 
ffreatly  annoyed  at  the  information.  But  the  Kattemahatmeya  of  their  district  represented  to 
tnem  the  mistake ;  that  the  mistake  had  arisen  from  the  return  which  is.  now  being  prepared, 
and  which  is  the  usual  one,  and  although  got  up  with  more  than  usual  care,  not  with  a  view  of 
increasing  taxation ;  that  they  must  pay  the  gun-tax,  and  work  six  days  on  the  road,  or  com- 
mute for  3^.  annually ;  and  that  this  last  Ordinance  would  take  effect  from  the  1st  of  January, 
1849,  which  they  believed  to  be  true,  and  which  they  felt  was  for  their  own  advantage. 

Since  the  Proclamation  of  the  2nd  August,  1848,  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  at  the 
Queen's  House,  Colombo,  was  explained  to  them,  their  love  and  honour  for  the  Government  is 
further  increased;  and  they  are  now  more  thankful  to  Government  for  its  clemency  and 
kindness;  and  are  greatly  distressed  at  the  wicked  and  treasonable  acts  of  a  portion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  some  of  the  Kandyan  districts,  and  greatly  alarmed,  lest  they,  altnough  in  obe- 
dience to  the  gun  Ordinance  have  paid  the  gun-tax,  those  wicked  persons  connected  with  the 
rebellion  and  disturbances  should  enter  into  their  district,  and  cause  its  destruction;  but  should 
they  find  any  such  within  their  district,  they  will  do  their  best  to  secure  him;  and  should  he 
escape  their  hands,  they  will  give  all  the  information  in  their  power  to  the  Assistant  Grovemment 
Agent  of  their  district. 

And  they,  the  undersigned,  most  humbly  pray  that  such  further  orders  may  be  given  which 
will  lead  to  their  and  their  Rattemahatmeya*s  safety. 

A  true  Copy,  [Signed  by  116  inhabitants.] 

WiLLiAic  Chas.  Gibson. 


End.  5  in  No.  31.  Enclosure  5  in  No.  31. 

Translation  of  a  Singhalese  Address  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  Viscount  Torrington,  Governor  ofCeylon,  &c.  &c. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  undersigned  Inhabitants  of  Udunuwerre  and  Yattunuwerre. 

The  recent  Ordinances  have  been  properly  explained  to  us,  and  we  have  nothing  to 
complain  of  them.  In  1818  the  people  were  altogether  prohibited  from  using  fire-arms,  except 
a  few  who  received  licences  from  Government  for  the  purposes. 

Now  all  people  have  the  privilege  of  using  guns,  and  therefore  we  do  not  think  that  the 
payment  of  2$.  6d.  for  a  gim  a  very  unjust  iipposition. 

As  the  dog-tax  is  levied  only  in  towns  and  on  the  high  roads,  we  do  not  consider  that  also  as 
an  unjust  imposition. 

As  to  the  Road  Ordinance,  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  calculated  to  do  much  more  good  to 
the  people  than  to  the  Government.  We  had  formerly  worked  for  Government  four  months  in 
the  year,  and  cannot  now  complain  as  a  hardship  our  being  obliged  to  work  six  days  in  the  year. 

We  do  not  think  that  the  recent  insurrection  is  owing  to  the  imposition  of  the  new  taxes. 
We  think  the  insurrection  was  originated  by  a  desperate  set  of  robbers  and  adventurers  at 
Matelle  and  Kumegalle,  to  accomplish  their  own  selfish  and  wicked  purposes, — plunder  and 
devastation. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  express  our  heartr  thanks  to  your  Excellency  for  the  prompt  and 
energetic  measures  which  your  Excellency  had  adopted  to  suppress  the  rebellion  and  to  protect 
the  defenceless  and  innocent  inhabitants. 

(Signed)  Dehegammb  Ratemahatmbta, 

Kandy,  August  25,  1848.  and  198  headmen  and  other  influential  men. 

A  true  Copy, 
William  Chas.'Gibson. 
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Enclosure  6  in  No,  3L  CBYLON. 

His  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  is  pleased  to  direct  that  the    End.  6  in  No.  31. 
following  Address  from  the  native  merchants  and  traders,  and  other  respectable  Hindu  inha- 
bitants  of  Colombo,  be  published  for  general  information. 

By  his  Excellency's  Command, 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  W.  Morris, 

Colombo,  2nd  September,  1848.  Acting  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary. 


To  his  Excellency  the  Ri^ht  Honourable  Viscount  Torrington,  Governor  and 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  island  of  Ceylon,  &c.  &c. 

The  humble  and  loyal  Address  of  the  native  Merchants  and  Traders  and  other  respectable 

Hindu  Inhabitants  of  Colombo. 

May  it  please  your  Lordship, — 

We,  the  undersigned  native  merchants  and  traders,  and  other  respectable  Hindu 
inhabitants  of  Colombo,  beg  leave  to  express  to  your  Lordship  our  sentiments  of  loyal  attach- 
ment towards  your  Lordship*s  person  and  Government. 

That  the  trading  portion  of  our  community  have  branch-houses  scattered  all  over  the  island, 
especially  in  the  Kandyan  country ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  prompt  and  energetic  measures 
adopted  by  your  Lordship,  and  the  recent  disturbance  checked  in  its  embryo,  we  have  not  the 
least  doubt  that  many  lives  of  our  countrymen  would  have  been  exposed  to  the  most  imminent 
daiiger,  and  our  property  sacrificed  to  a  ruinous  extent. 

'Inat  wo,  the  undersigned,  consider  it  therefore  our  bounden  duty  to  offer  to  your  Lordship 
our  most  sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks  for  those  measures  which  have  restored,  peace,  security, 
and  good  order ;  and  while  we  wholly  place  ourselves  under  the  protection  of,  and  confide  in 
your  Lordship's  Governtnent,  it  shall  be  our  never-ceasing  prayer  that  your  Lordship's  Govern- 
ment may  be  attended  with  every  success,  and  be  the  means  of  promoting  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  the  colony  and  of  all  Her  Majesty's  subjects  therein. 
We  beg  leave  to  subscribe  ourselves,  may  it  please  your  Lordship, 

Your  Lordship*s  most  obedient  and  devoted  humble  servants, 

[Here  follow  1056  signatures.] 
A  true  Copy, 
William  Chas.  Gibson. 


(No.  164.)  No.  32.  No.  32. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo,  September  14,  1S48. 
My  Lord,  (Received  October  Z\,  1848.) 

I  PROPOSE  in  this  Despatch  to  resume  the  consideration  of  the  present  Vide  Despatches 
state  4)f  the  Kandian  districts,  and  to  report  to  your  Lordship  the  progress  which  J^g*"*^*  ^"I's^^* 
has  been  made  since  the  departure  of  the  last  mail  in  restoring  peace  and  No.  i4^Aug.  i4, 
security  to  the  country  generally,  and  in  bringing  the  principal  offenders  to  i838,page  ise. 

justice.  1848,  page  199.  ' 

2.  I  am  fully  alive  to  the  importanc^jpnot  merely  of  suppressing  an  actual 
outbreak  with  the  strong  arm  of  power,  and  of  vindicating  the  law  by  exhibiting 
the  severity  of  justice,  but  this  once  effected,  I  am  deeply  sensible  that  the 
responsibility  will  rest  upon  me  of  thoroughly  probing  the  wounds  with  which 
the  social  condition  of  the  people  has  been  long  afflicted,  and  of  eradicating,  to 
the  utmost  of  my  power,  the  germs  of  future  mischief  which  must  otherwise 
have  been  inherited  from  the  past. 

3.  As  the  first  part  of  this  proposition  is  the  one  of  most  obvious  urgency,  I 
proceeded  to  Kandy  in  person  on  the  16th  August,  and  devoted  myself  most 
anxiously  on  the  spot  to  an  inquiry  into  the  actual  condition  of  the  disturbed 
districts,  and  to  the  adoption  of  the  measures  immediately  requisite  for  the 
restoration  to  the  country  of  its  ordinary  state  of  tranquillity. 

4.  I  found  that  the  military  precautions  which  had  been  adopted  had  amply 
sufficed  to  prevent  any  further  show  of  resistance  to  authority ;  that  although 
in  a  small  portion  of  the  coimtry  about  Matelle,  the  villages  were  almost 
entirely  deserted  and  the  people  panic-stricken,  still  in  the  districts  or  pattoos 
in  which  no  actual  outbreak  had  occurred,  the  people  were  quietly  pursuing 
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CBf  LOKif        their  ordinary  avocations,  distarbed,  however,  casually  by  the  depredations  of 
*~^  xoarauders  and  of  prisoners  who  had  esci^ed  or  been  set  free  out  of  the  gaolsu 

But  the  presence  of  ^mall  detadunents  of  troops  at  the  moi^  iniportant  potntB. 
and  the  detennination  of  the  planters  to  defend  their  own  properfiesy  had 
inspired  confidence  in  the  GooUes  and  other  peaceable  inhabitants,  so  that  the 
actual  disturbance  might  be  regarded  as  stricdy  limited  to  the  small  portioiisof 
the  country  in  which  it  was  originally  developed. 

5.  As  it  seemed  probable  that  a  vast  number  of  people,  who  were  still  absent 
from  their  villages,  were  concealing  themselves  in  the  jungle  through  fear,  smd 
Bot  from  any  participaction  in  tihie  rebellion  itself,  and  as  it  appeav^  desirable 
also  that  a  door  should  be  opened,  or  a  locus  pmitentias,  for  the  return  of  many 

i> doubtful  characters  to  their  allegiance,  I  caused  a  Proclamation  to  be  issued, 

with  the  advice  of  the  Queen's  Advocate,  calling  upon  the  people  to  return  to 
their  vills^es  and  resume  their  usual  occupations  within  20  days,  imder  pain  of 
forfeiture  of  their  lands.  Some  good  effect  has  certainly  resulted  from  this 
Proclamation,  and  many  of  the  people  have  returned  to  their  villages  to  gather 
in  the  crops ;  but  in  reality  the  suddenness  of  the  outbreak^  although  it  most 
have  been  long  in  preparation,  the  rapiddfy  and  vigour  of  the  measures  adiqpted 
i^  Government,  combined  with  the  terrors  of  martial  law,  ha^e  so  iar  staggered 
tihe  energies  of  the  people,  that  it  is  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  the  ordinary 
ceurse  of  their  habits  and  their  feelings  could  be  suddenly  and  conqdletely 
resumed. 

6.  In  none  of  the  minor  outbreaks  which  have  occurred  since  1817  and  181Q» 
was  martial  law  proclaimed.  Few  of  the  inhabitants  could  still  remember  Hie 
effect  of  this  and  of  the  other  measures  of  Government  during  the  first  rebeUiaa. 
The  sequefid;ration  of  the  lands  of  persom  known  or  even  «U£|)6cted9  owhig  ta^ 
their  absence,  of  being  concerned  in  the  present  insurrection,  which  has  now 
been  extensively  enforced,  partly  as  a  measure  of  terror  and  partly  as  one  of 
protection,  has  been  regarded  by  the  people  as  actual  confiscation,  similar  to 
what  it  was  in  1818.  As  it  is  quite  possible  that  reflections  may  hereafter  be 
made  upon  the  policy  of  Government  in  this  matter,  I  may  be  permitted  here 
to  remark  that  the  present  position  of  the  Kandian  coimtry  is  in  every  respect 
different  from  what  it  was  at  the  period  referred  to.  At  that  time,  so  soon  after 
the  treaty  of  1815,  the  administration  of  the  newly-acquired  territory  had  not 
been  consolidated ;  the  Governor  of  the  island.  Sir  Robert  Brownrigg,  ooaoo^mae/i 
within  himself,  so  far  as  concerned  the  Kandian  provinces,  the  whole  legis- 
lative as  well  as  executive  power :  his  ProcSAmat9>m  faecaoaae  1»W.  But  at  the 
present  time  there  is  no  inherent  power  of  confiscation  of  the  property,  even  of 
traitors  convicted  imder  martial  law.  It  has,  therefore,  been  indispensable  not 
only  that  caution  should  be  used  with  regard  «ven  to  the  sequestration  of  pro- 
perty, but  it  will  be  necessary  that  a  Bill  of  Indenmity  should  be  passed  }yy  the 
L^dlative  Council,  to  hold  the  authorities  harmless  for^l  bond  Jide  ^sdas  done 
under  martial  law,  and  that  the  Ordinance  should  oame  into  ofteratiQii  an  the 
same  day  that  martial  law  may  cease  to  have  effect 

?•  It  is  very  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  rc^rt  that  the  <a;ccmmt6  reoetped 
from  the  whole  of  the  Kandian  districts  (including  the  seven  Korlea)  an 
exitremely  favourable,  so  far  as  ooncenps  the  adaukl  peaoe  of  t^ie  tsonatry  and  Hie 
praqpeots  of  its  future  tranquillity ;  and  I  shall  aaot  &al  to  take  an  early  qprpoff- 
tunity  of  iiemoving  the  operation  dT  martial  law,  which  im  many  aocouixtB  wmdd 
be  desirabk.  But  I  ieel  bound  to  state  thatt  I  do  not  jest  quite  feel  myself  ia  a 
position  to  abandon  suddenly  so  wholesome  a  dheck  upon  the  evil  frapensities 
of  the  istfluential  leadjws  of  the  people.  I  am  convmped  that  theoperalzion  ^of  it 
has  hitherto  been  exceedingly  beneficial,  and  combiiied  with  the  eSkdt  of  ^le 
capid  Bftovement  of  troops*  owing  to  the  opraiing  of  roads  i^aace  the  £ourmer 
vdi^ellion,  it  has  done  much  to  convince  the  Kandianstof  the  utter  iiopelesaDfias 
of  all  their  efforts  to  reidst  the  British  Govenmient 

-9.  But  I  am  also  bound  to  jstate  that  as  y^  soarcelly  any  of  the  weaitlner  and 
more  influential  chiefs  hav«  mther  been  apprehended,  txr  hanie  come  in  Tehm- 
taarily  to  tender  their  submission  in  the  disturbed  districts.  Sefeacal  Jtmndred 
podflioners  have  been  iconfined  in  gaol,  some  at  Kajady  and  others  at  Kuniegalle. 
But  it  is  wortiiy  ei  remark  that  amcmgst  them  scarcely  .any  xji  the  p£incq[>al 
chiefs  and  headmen  have  been  found ;  diey  ha;ve  dearly  done  &eir  uctmost  to 
a^d  committing  themselves,  althoEUgh  they  have  been  eager  enough  Ao^ 
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the  Aratchies  and  minor  headmen  to  be  implicated.     The  chief  conspiritors         cbylon. 
have  not  yet  been  apprehended,  although  there  is  strong  suspicion  against  many  - 

influential  parties;  the  pretended  king  and  his  brother  have  hitherto  eluded, 
though  with  extreme  difficulty,  all  the  eflforts  made  to  capture  them.  They 
have  been  surrounded  and  hunted  from  place  to  place,  and  from  cave  to  cave ; 
but  they  are  still  at  large,  and  considering  the  insignificance  of  the  individual^ . 
his  low  caste,  and  that  he  is  actually  neither  a  Malabar  nor  a  Kandian,  but  a 
low-country  Singhalese,  the  singular  fact  of  the  success  of  his  eflforts  to  avoid 
being  captured  is  not  a  little  remarkable. 

9.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  do  not  yet  feel  myself  in  a  position  to  sur- 
render the  advantage  of  martial  law.  But  on  the  meeting  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  which  I  propose  to  call  together  in  the  first  week  of  October,  I  shall 
lay  upon  the  table  a  Bill  of  Indemnity,  as  before  mentioned,  for  bond  fide  acts 
done  during  the  suspension  of  the  ordinary  law  of  the  island,  together  with  a 
Bill  of  Attainder  against  certain  parties  convicted  of  treason,  whose  property  it 
may  be  necessary  finally  to  confiscate. 

10.  I  reserve  until  a  future  occasion  the  whole  question,  vitally  important  as 
it  must  be,  of  the  ultimate  disposal  of  these  lands,  and  also  the  larger  question 
of  the  future  management  of  the  temple  lands,  particularly  of  those  belonging 
to  the  temples  whose  priests  have  taken  the  most  active  share  in  setting  up  this 
fabulous  king.  The  question  of  a  new  settlement  for  the  future  taxation  of  such 
of  the  lands  comprised  within  the  districts  at  present  involved  in  the  conse- 
quences of  rebellion,  as  have  continued  exempted  from  a  portion  of  the  grain- 
tax  to  which  lands  in  other  districts  have  been  subjected,  as  a  reward  for  their 
firm  loyalty  during  the  rebellion  of  1818,  will  require  mature  consideration 
preparatory  to  a  new  adjustment  of  their  burdens,  more  consistent  with  the 
present  position  of  the  inhabitants.  To  all  these  larger  and  more  difficult 
questions  I  shall  not  fail  to  apply  myself,  with  the  assistance  of  my  Executive 
Council,  as  soon  as  the  peace  of  the  coimtry  shall  be  completely  assured,  and 
the  industry  of  the  people  shall  have  returned  to  its  ordinary  channels.  The 
opportunity  will,  I  hope,  be  favourable  for  the  introduction  of  many  important 
changes,  calculated  materially  to  improve  the  public  resources,  without  inflicting 
real  hardship  upon  the  people  or  offending  their  prejudices. 

11.  A  circumstance  has  this  day  come  to  my  knowledge,  which  more  than 
ever  confirms  me  in  my  view  of  the  necessity  of  continuing  martial  law  in 
force  until  the  leaders  of  the  movement  have  been  apprehended.  I  have  before 
me  an  **  Ola  "  or  native  letter,  written  upon  the  talipot  leaf,  which  appears  to 
have  been  addressed  by  the  pretended  king  a  day  or  two  before  the  attack  upon 
Matelle,  to  an  influential  chief  in  the  employ  of  Government  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood. In  this  curious  letter  the  plans  then  about  to  be  carried  into 
execution  are  detailed,  and  the  names  of  several  natives  high  in  the  service  of 
Government  are  mentioned.  In  reality,  I  find  reason  to  be  daily  more  and 
more  convinced  that  a  deep-laid  plot  has  long  been  in  course  of  formation 
among  the  principal  chiefs  and  headmen  in  the  Kandian  country,  many  of 
whom  are  in  the  employ  of  Government.  The  duplicity  of  the  Kandian 
character  renders  them  exceedingly  expert  in  playing  a  double  part ;  the  more 
they  are  trusted,  as  is  the  case  when  thef  are  public  servants,  the  more  dex- 
terous they  become  in  concealing  the  beti'ayal  of  that  trust.  The  part  which 
the  priests  too  have  taken  in  the  recent  movement  confirms  me  more  than  ever 
in  the  conviction  at  which  I  stated  in  my  former  Despatches  that  I  had  arrived, 
that  multifarious  causes  have  conspired  to  produce  the  present  outbreak,  one  of 
the  most  important  among  which  is  the  question  of  the  religion  of  the  people, 
and  the  relation  in  which  the  Government  of  the  country  has  at  all  times  stood 
towards  it. 

12.  As  it  appeared  necessary  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  bringing  to  trial, 
at  a  special  sitting  of  the  Supreme  Court,  such  of  the  prisoners  as  were  in  custody 
for  crimes  committed  previous  to  the  proclamation  of  martial  law,  I  directed 
that  a  portion  of  the  town  of  Kandy,  comprising  the  Court-house  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood, should  be  specially  exempted  from  the  operation  of  martial  law, 
and  at  my  request.  Sir  Anthony  Oliphant,  the  Chief  Justice,  consented  to 
preside  at  the  trials.  I  suggested  that,  both  as  regards  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
also  as  respects  the  court-martial  which  was  assembled  to  try  the  state  prisoners, 
only  those  parties  sdiould  be  put  upon  their  trial  against  whom  the  evidence 
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cfBYLOK.  ^as  complete  and  conclusive,  and  the  prospect  of  a  conviction  certain.  The 
effect  of  acquittals,  if  numerous,  appeared  likely  to  be  far  more  injurious  than 
to  abstain  from  trying  the  prisoners  altogether. 

13.  I  now,  therefore,  proceed  to  put  your  Lordship  in  possession  of  the 
results  of  these  trials  so  feu*  as  they  have  yet  extended ;  and  I  regret  to  have  to 
state  that  before  the  Civil  Court  the  convictions  have  been  fewer  than  I  could 
have  wished,  and  certainly  less  numerous  than  the  clearest  evidence  appeared 
to  warrant.  But  I  have  taken  every  reasonable  precaution  to  prepare  a  fair  and 
respectable  jury  list  before  hand ;  and  as  the  actual  juries  impanelled  have  shown 
a  disposition  towards  extraordinary  leniency,  I  can  only  conclude  that  they 
either  did  not  entirely  comprehend  the  importance  of  the  cases  brought  before 
them,  or  that  they  were  scarcely  satisfied  as  to  the  credibility  of  the  witnesses. 

14.  On  the  other  hand,  the  cases  brought  before  the  courts-martial  have 
almost  invariably  led  to  convictions,  and  the  effect  of  the  speedy  decision  in 
these  instances  have  been  highly  salutary,  inasmuch  as  it  served  to  impress 
upon  the  inhabitants  that  in  the  event  of  open  resistance  to  the  law,  the  Govern- 
ment possessed  a  power  greater  than  the  law  itself,  or  rather  more  summary 
and  more  certain  in  its  operation  than  the  ordinary  process  of  the  legal 
tribunals. 

15.  The  sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  these  special  trials  was  opened  on 
the  28th  ultimo,  but  was  adjourned  until  the  4th  instant.  On  that  day  four  of 
the  priests  of  the  ancient  Temple  of  Dambool  were  arraigned  for  high  treason, 
and  the  evidence  went  to  prove  that  they  officiated  at  the  ceremony  of  installing 
or  crowning  the  pretended  king  in  the  temple  named.  A  severe  cross-exami- 
nation failed  to  shake  the  evidence  of  the  prmcipal  witnesses :  the  only  defence 
set  up  for  them  was  that  they  must  have  been  actuated  by  fear ;  but  no  evidence 

.  was  adduced  to  show  that  compulsion  was  used,  or  if  used,  that  it  was  resisted 
to  the  utmost.  They  were,  however,  found  "  Not  guilty,"  to  the  surprise  not 
less  of  the  counsel  than  of  the  public,  and  were  accordingly  discharged.  The 
trial  lasted  three  days.  The  effect  of  this  unlooked-for  verdict  was  calculated 
to  be  exceedingly  iiyurious  to  the  public  interests,  as  the  cases  against  these 
men  were  remarkably  strong.  But  happily  the  certainty  and  the  wholesome 
terror  inspired  by  martial  law  will,  I  hope,  have  sufficed  to  counteract  the 
inefficiency  under  circumstances  like  the  present,  and  in  a  country  such  as  this, 
of  trial  by  jury  before  a  Civil  Court. 

16.  Several  convictions  have,  however,  since  taken  place  before  the  Civil 
Court,  although  there  has  been  an  evident  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  juries 
to  bring  in  a  verdict  of  guilty.  Out  of  18  prisoners  put  upon  their  trial  for 
high  treason,  eight  only  have  been  convicted,  about  tne  same  number  stfll 
remain  to  be  tried.  The  Queen's  Advocate  has  recommended  that  the  rest  of 
the  prisoners  should  not  be  put  upon  trial  for  treason,  for  fear  that,  in  the 
present  tone  of  mind  evinced  by  the  juries,  they  might  escape  conviction.  But 
there  are  many  of  the  prisoners  who  can  be  put  upon  their  trial  for  robbery, 
plundering  of  estates,  &c.,  and  it  is  judged  best  to  reserve  them  for  the  ordinary 
sessions  of  the  court,  when  convictions  would  be  much  more  likely  to  follow. 

^'  17.  I  beg  to  enclose  the  latest  report  of  the  Queea's  Advocate  upon  the 

progress  of  the  state  trials,  * 

18.  With  regard  to  the  conviction  of  prisoners  tried  by  court-martial  for 
offences  committed  since  the  date  of  the  proclamation,  they  have  been  nume- 
rous ;  but  I  am  not  yet  in  possession  of  a  complete  return  re^)ecting  them, 
wjuch  will  be  reserved  for  the  closing  of  the  court.  An  influential  priest,  who 
was  convicted  of  administering  treasonable  oaths  in  favour  of  the  pretended 
king,  was  shot  at  Kandy  in  full  robes.  I  find  only  one  similar  instance  of  the 
execution  of  a  priest,  which  occurred  in  the  insurrection  of  1823,  when  a  priest 
TVas  hanged  for  high  treason.  Several,  however,  were  transported  on  former 
occasions. 

19.  Several  headmen  have  been  shot  by  court-martial,  and  I  bdieve  12 
men  have  been  sentenced  to  transportation ;  and  I  am  ha|^y  to  profit  by  this 
opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks,  which  are  due  to  Commander  Hoseaerai 
of  Her  Majesty's  steamer  **  Inflexible,"  who  consented  to  convey  10  of  these 
prisoners  to  Malacca,  without  delay.  The  effect  of  the  speedy  carrving  out  of 
the  sentences  has  been  beneficial.  Minor  punishments  have  been  inmcted  jxpoot 
persons  convicted  of  plundering,  &c.    A  notary  also,  who  had  taken  a  leading 
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part  at  Kum^alle,  and  whcmi  it  was  sought  to  capture,  committed  suicide  by        caBVLON. 
lianging  himself  from  a  tree  in  the  jungle. 

20.  That  your  Lordship  may  be  in  possession  of  the  fullest  information  of 
the  means  still  employed  for  securing  the  peace  of  the  Kandian  districts,  I  beg 

to  forward  a  copy  of  the  latest  distribution  of  troops,  similar  to  that  which  I  3. 

transmitted  with  my  Despatch,  No.  143.  The  approach  of  the  rainy  and 
unhealthy  season  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  call  in  some  of  the  small  detach- 
ments of  European  soldiers,  leaving  Malays  of  the  Rifle  regiment  at  some  of 
the  most  important  points.  Fever  had  already  begun  to  show  itself  at  Dambool, 
and  as  the  unhealthiness  of  the  approaching  season  at  Anaradapoora  is  well 
known,  it  has  been  judged  expedient  to  withdraw  the  small  body  of  Rifles  from 
that  station.  Detachments  of  the  37th  have  already  returned  to  Colombo, 
and  I  have  every  confidence  that  the  prospect  of  tranquillity  in  the  Kandian 
districts  is  already  so  far  assured,  that  the  military  force  still  remaining  there, 
amounting  to  abotit  1150  men,  besides  officers  and  staff,  and  assisted  by  the 
pensioners,  will  be  amply  sufficient  to  prevent  any  renewal  of  the  outbreak. 

21.  A  small  detachment  of  rifles  has  been  sent  from  Trincomalee  to  Batti- 
caloa,  but  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  state  of  the  maritime  districts 
will  continue  peaceable. 

22, 1  am  daily  looking  forward  to  the  arrival  of  Her  Majesty's  steamer  "Fury" 
at  Trincomalee,  and  I  shall  be  prepared,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Major- 
General,  to  recommend  that  a  portion  of  the  detachment  of  the  25th  regiment, 
which  was  broi^ht  from  Madras,  may  be  carried  back  to  that  presidency  by 
the  "  Fury."  There  appears  to  me  to  be  no  longer  a  sufficient  reason  for 
incurring  any  larger  expenditure  for  military  purposes  than  is  absolutely  indis- 
p^isable.  I  trust  I  shall  stand  absolved  in  your  Lordship's  estimation  from 
any  supposition  that  I  may,  on  this  ground,  have  prematurely  suffered  the 
military  strength  of  the  island  to  be  unduly  weakened. 

23.  In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  express  my  determination  to  leave  nothing 
mitried  which  can  ensure  the  peace  and  prosqperity  of  the  island,  the  first  great 
element  of  the  contentment  and  satisfaction  of  the  people. 

I  have,  &C., 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.         &c- 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  32.  Enel.  1  in  No.  32. 

In  the  name  of  Her  Majesty  Victoria,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 

QoeeB,  Defender  of  the  Faith. 

Prodamatum. 

By  bis  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  Viscount  Torrington,  Knight  Grand  Cross 
of  the  Order  of  Ernestine  of  Saxony,  Governor  and  Conomandcr-in- Chief  in  and  over 
the  British  settlements  and  territories  in  the  Island  of  Ceylon^  with  the  dependencies 
thereofl 

(Signed)  Torbinoton* 

Whkre  AS  it  lias  been  brou^  to  our  knowledge  that  weH-<fisposed  and  loyal  persons 
have  ied  from  their  homes  on  the  approach  of  the  rebels,  and  concealed  themselves  in  the 
jungle,  from  apprehensions  for  their  personal  safety  during  the  recent  disturbances,  it  is  oinr 
{Measure  fhat  it  should  be  made  known  to  all  such  individuals  that  on  their  immediately 
returning  io  their  villages  they  will  receive  every  protection  and  assistance  from  the  authorities 
on  resuming  possession  of  their  lands  and  houses. 

And  whereas  many  timid  and  peaceable  people  were  compelled  by  the  insurgents  to  follow 
Ihem,  and  we  now  deterred  from  returning  to  thrir  own  homes  by  the  fear  of  punishment,  it  is 
hereby  made  known  for  the  encouragement  of  such  as  are  disposed  to  return  to  their  allegiance, 
tlmt  all  individuals  not  actually  engaged  m  coniict  with  Her  Majesty's  troops,  or  guilty  of 
plundering  and  violence  during  the  late  insurrection,  will  be  permitted  to  return  to  their 
villages  and  betake  themselves  to  their  ordinary  occupations,  provided  they  do  so  widiin  2ft 
days  from  this  date.  Provided  always  that  nothing  herein  eontan»d  shsAl  hm  conainied  to 
extend  any  hope  of  pardon  to  headmen  or  persons  in  Government  employment  who  have 
taken  an  active  part  in  exciting  the  people  to  insurrection  or  in  assisting  and  harbouring  the 
Tebeb. 

The  lands  and  property  of  all  persons  who  shall  after  this  18th  day  of  August,  1848,  be 
found  to  have  been  absent  from  their  ordinary  places  of  residence  during  the  last  20  days, 
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CKYLON.  without  giving  a  satisfactory  account  of  themselves,  will  be  declared  forfeited  and  confiscated  to 

the  Crown. 

Given  at  the  Pavilion  at  Eandy,  this  18th  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight. 

By  order  of  the  Governor, 

(Signed)  J.  Emerson  Tennent. 

God  save  the  Queen. 


End.  2  in  No.  32.  Enclosure  2  in  No.  32. 

Queen's  Advocate's  OflBce,  Kandy, 
Sir,  September  12,  1848. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  No. 
229,  which  I  received  yesterday  evening,  calling  for  a  report  of  the  progress  of  committals  and 
trials  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  persons  comterned  in  the  disturbances  in  the  Kandian  pro- 
vinces, and,  generally,  of  such  recent  proceedings  connected  with  these  affairs  as  I  may  think  it 
desirable  to  communicate  to  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

In  compliance  therewith,  I  have  prepared  a  list,  marked  A,  containing  the  names  of  the 
persons  who  have  been  already  committed  for  trial  before  the  Supreme  Court  on  charges  of 
high  treason,  and  another  list,  marked  B,  containing  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  com- 
mitted for  trial  before  the  said  Court  for  offences  of  a  less  serious  nature  perpetrated  during 
the  late  disturbances.     Tliese  lists  are  herewith  transmitted. 

With  regard  to  the  prisoners  mentioned  in  the  former  list  (A),  I  may  remark  that  many  of 
them  are  persons  of  no  influence,  and  though  engaged  in  the  insurrection  did  not  act  as  ring- 
leaders.  P  rom  amongst  those  who  have  been  committed  to  take  their  trial,  I  am  endeavouring 
to  select  for  prosecution  such  only  as  from  their  social  position  or  active  participation  seem  to 
be  the  most  proper  objects  of  punishment ;  and  I  propose  (should  sucli  a  course  meet  with  the 
approval  of  che  Government)  at  the  close  of  the  sessions  to  abandon  the  prosecution  of  the 
others. 

The  prisoners  mentioned  in  the  second  list  (B)  will  be  tried  for  the  offences  of  which  they 
have  been  respectively  guilty  at  the  ordinary  sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  will,  I 
presume,  be  held  in  tlie  course  of  next  month. 

I  regret  to  say,  that  hitherto  all  the  attempts  which  have  been  made  to  apprehend  the  chief 
conspirators  have  been  unsuccessful,  and  that  the  pretended  king  and  his  principal  supporters 
are  still  at  large.  The  following  persons  who  were  the  ringleaders  in  the  rebellion  have  not  yet 
been  taken  :— 

1 .  Giranagawma  Unnanse,  a  Buddhist  priest  of  the  Dambool  Temple. 

2.  Tlatwatte  Banda,  member  of  a  chiefs  family. 

3.  Leunadoore  Aratchy,  a  Government  headman. 

4.  WarriapuUe  Aratchy,  a  Government  headman. 

5.  Uddegawma  Aratchy,  a  Government  headman. 

6.  Kotuagedere  Aratchy,  a  Government  headman. 


The  sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  trial  of  the  rebels  was  opened  on  the  28th  ultimo. 


pected  result,  on  the  supposition  that  the  jurjr  believed  that  the  accused  acted  under  the  influence 
of  fear,  though  I  am  bound  at  the  same  time  to  remark  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  the 
prisoners  having  acted  under  such  fear  of  present  death  as  ought  alone  to  have  been  allowed  to 
operate  with  the  iury  as  an  excuse  for  the  prisoners'  conduct  on  the  occasion. 

The  prisoners  counsel  having  applied  for  ada^  to  enable  him  to  prepare  for  the  defence,  the 
second  case  commenced  on  Friday  last;  12  prisoners  were  arraigned  for  high  treason.  The 
trial  terminated  yesterday  in  the  conviction  of  seven  of  the  accused,  who  have  been  remanded 
for  judgment.  The  jury  recommended  four  of  the  seven  prisoners  to  mercy;  they  did  not 
state  on  what  grounds. 

The  third  case  is  now  under  investigation.  The  accused  are  Government  headmen ;  and  the 
overt  acts  of  treason  are — conspiring  to  levy  war,  and  blocking  up  and  barricading  the  Trinco* 
malee  road,  in  order  to  delav  the  march  of  Her  Majesty's  forces. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  other  circumstances  of  which  it  is  necessary  to  make  mention  in  this 
report. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary.  (Signed)  H.  C.  Selbt,  Queen^s  Advocate. 

P.S.  Since  the  above  letter  was  written,  the  third  case  has  been  decided.  The  first  prisoner 
has  been  convicted  and  the  second  acquitted.  The  jury  have  recommended  the  first  prisonc^r 
to  mercy,  on  the  ground  of  "  presumed  general  ignorance,  and  the  apprehension  of  bodily  fear 
and  degradation  of  his  family." 

(Signed)  H.  C.  S. 
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CEVLON. 


(A.) 

List  of  Persons  Committed  for  Trial  before  the  Honourable  the  Supreme  Court  on  Charges 

of  High  Treason. 


No. 


1 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 

1 
8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
86 
37 
38 
89 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
95 
66 
67 
68 


Namei. 


Ambolambe  UnDanse 

Hadua  Unnante 

Moorootuvene  Unnanse 

Ambolambe  Cooda  Unnanse       •  -   •     • 
Penelbodde  Kceralle       .     •     •     •     • 
Warapetla  EttepoUe  Banda  .     •     •     • 
Udagame  Kirry  Banda  Aratchy 
Amoonoogame  Abeykoon  Walauwe  Gabade) 

Nilleme •     •     •     •/ 

Nearepolle  Ukkoo  Banda  •  •  •  • 
Rambookvelle  Siaro  Banda  .  .  •  • 
Dombewellegedere  Bandiralle  •  •  • 
Badalgedene  Appooa       •     .      •     •     • 

Wadualegedere  Kalooa 

Owelle  Punchiralle 

Angunawelle  Banda 

DombekcHe  Lekam 

Innamalowe  Ukko  Banda  Coralle     • 
Ondangawe  Panchiralle  AratchiUe    • 
Arembegedre  Kumara  Gammahe      •     * 
Hellimeelle  Appoohamy  Aratchy,  late  Coralle^ 
Appoohamy  Aratchy  •..•.. 

Ukkoralle  Aratchy 

Banda  Aratchy 

Mudelihamy  Aratchy      •     •      •      •     • 

Tickeralle  Aratchy    •••••• 

Kirriharoy  Aratchy    ••••#• 

Mudiense  Aratchy     •••••• 

Menikialle,  late  Coralle 

Banda  Gang  Aratchy       •     •      •     •     • 

Ahamadoe 

Kirry  hamy  Neketralle    •     #     »     •      • 

Nilhamy •      •      •     • 

Puncheralle 

Kahatepetia  Kankaneme 

Ramwene  Ukkoa       • 

BajaNaide     •••••••• 

Sundera •     •     •     • 

Puncheralle    ••••••.• 

Appohamy      ••••••     4     • 

Poola .     •     .     • 

Baba  Appoo 

Tickera 

Akkorambodde  Aratchy 

Kalloo  Honda  Durea  •••••• 

Mollogoddegedue  Appoohamy  .  •  • 
Kanangomua  Keratgedere  ManikraUe  • 
Alloowihare.Pahalewalawe  Lokoo  Banda 
Talle^ahagedere  Puncheralle       •     •     • 

Aagina  CaJua       •     # 

Asgiria  Arooma 

Asgiria  Punchiralle    •••••• 

Aegiria  Neketgedere  Ukkooralle  •  • 
Mudunselagey  Punchiralle    •     •     •     • 

Epcttegedere  Kawralle 

Udegedere  Kawralle 

Nikelaugedere  Vederalle 

Naldeoia  Tickeria      •••.•. 
Neldenia  Ukkooa       •••#€• 
Napanegedere  Dingeralle      •     •     •     • 

Badulla  Cotua  Ukkoo  Banda      •     •     . 
Punchiralle    •••••••• 

Kadenia  Weduarega  •  •  •  .  •  •  . 
Edangcdere  Kuralle  •••••• 

Adrian  Appoo • 

Louis  Appoo 

Pannalebodde  Kuralle,  late  Aratchy       » 
Attabendewewe  Punchiralle,  late  vidhane 
Cacoota  Bowatte  •     • 


•By  whom  Committed* 


C.  H*  Stewart,  Esq.,  J.  P. 


C.  H.  Stewart,  Esq.,  J.  P. 
J.  S.  Colepeper,  Esq.,  J.  P. 
J.  S.  Colepeper,  Esq.,  J.  P. 

J,  J.  Staples,  Esq.,  J.  P. 

J.  J.  Staples,  Esq.,  J.  P. 
J.  J.  Staples,  Esq.,  J.  P. 
J.  S.  Colepeper,  Esq.,  J.  P. 
C.  H.  Stewart,  Esq.,  J.  P. 
C.  H.  Stewart,  Esq.,  J.  P. 
J.J.  Staples,  Esq.,  J.  P. 
J.  S.  Colepeper,  Esq.,  J.  P. 
J.  J.  Staples,  Esq.,  J.  P. 
C.  H.  Stewart,  Esq.,  J.  P. 
C.  H.  Stewart,  Esq.,  J.  P. 
J.  J.  Staples,  Esq.,  J.  P. 


\  J.  J.  Staples,  Esq.,  J.  P. 


J.  J.  Staples,  Esq.,  J.  P. 


J.  J.  Staple8,Esq.,  J.  P. 
J.  J.  Staples,  Esq.,  J.  P, 
J.J.  Staples,  Esq.,  J.  P. 
J.  J.  Staples,  Esq.,  J.  P. 
J.  J.  Staples,  Esq.,  J.  P. 


J.  J.  Staples,  Esq.,  J.  P. 


H.  Thompson,  Esq.,  J.  P. 
S.  Hanna,  Esq.,  J.  P.      . 


J.  S.  Colepeper,  Esq.,  J.  P. 

C.  H.  Stewart,  Esq.,  J.  P. 
C.  H.  Stewart,  Esq.,  J.  P. 
H.  Thompson,  Esq.,  J,  P. 


Date  of  Committal. 


26  Aug.  1848. 


31  Aug. 
25  Aug. 
25  Aug. 

22  Aug. 

22  Aug. 
21  Aug. 
25  Aug. 

7  Sept. 
7  Sept. 

23  Aug. 
25  Aug. 

21  Aug. 
31  Aug. 

9  Sept. 

22  Aug. 


22  Aug. 

21  Aug. 

22  Aug. 
21  Aug. 

23  Aug. 


f  > 


9  9 
f  > 

9  9 
9  > 
99 
9  9 
9  > 
9  9 
9  > 
9  9 


18  Aug.     ,, 


21  Aug.     , , 


9  9 
9  9 


23  Aug.     ,, 


26  Aug.  , , 

29  Aug.  , , 

29  Aug.  ,, 

31  Aug.  , , 

1  Sept.  , , 

1  Sept.  , , 
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CBYIX>N.  List  of  Persons  Committed  for  Trial  before  the  Honourable  the  Supreme  Court,  &c — continued. 


No. 


69 


10 
71 
72 

71 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 


Names. 


Doollewe  Naweratua  Wickremesinbe  Ssme-'j 
ralMOB   J^^^ilke    Panditta    Diawadeae> 
Nilleme      .»•«•••• 
Kirry  Bti^    •»•«•«%• 

Sanderia 

Puncheralle 

Kuralle 

Wahenegedere  Gooda  Naide       •     «     • 

Thellegedere  Sandia » 

Gooroonnahelegedere  Sellappoo  . 
Alootgame  Appoo  Naide       •     .     .      • 

Juanis  Appoo 

AiiDoomawelle  Banda 

Waredamne  Kerry  Banda  •  •  .  . 
NeketgedereTuncherallc       •     •     •      . 

Gamegedere  Ukkooralle 

UllePandittea  ...... 

Gooroonnahelegedere  Gooda  Naide    • 
Makeleawe  Punchyhamy       .     .     •     • 
Maragahagedere  Manica       •      •     .     • 

Gagagedere  Arasa • 

Nekewelle  Kattadia 

Nckewelle  Ukkooa  ....«• 
Nekewelle  Ponua  .•..,. 
Makolemadde  wattega  •  .  •  .  • 
Udugame  Aratchy 


By  whom  Committed. 


XJ.  Staplei;Ea%.tJ'P> 


J.  S.  Cokpeper,  Esq.,  J.  P. 


Date  of  CommiAtal.* 


4SepU1848.. 


25Ang.    ,, 


(Signed) 


H.  C.  Sklbt,  Q.  A. 


(B.) 

List  of  Persons  Committed  for  Trial  before  the  Honourable  the  Supreme  Court  for  Criisues 
(other  than  the  Crime  of  Treason)  Committed  during  the  Rebellion  in  the  Kandian  Provinoea. 


No. 


Names. 


Crime. 


By  whom  Commhled. 


Date  orC«nMittiL 


1 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


Gammahe  . 
Leane  Naide 
Game  Naide     . 
Pahalegedere  Naide 
Anoomettiralle 
Banda  of  Pallegama 
Don  Andrb  de  Silva 
Appoohamy 
Gallapittaydere  Sewralle 
Baba  Appoo     . 


Theft 


Arson    and 
Robbery    . 
Ditto     •     . 
Robbery 


S.  Hanna,  Esq.,  J.  P. 


S.  Hanna.  JBsq.,  J«  P.     • 

S.  Hanna,  Esq.,  J.  P.     • 
J.  S.  Colepeper,  Esq.,  J.  P. 


28iUg.  1848. 


28  Aug.     ,, 

28  Aug.     , , 
7  Sept     , , 


(Signed) 


H.  C.  Sblbt,  Q.  A. 
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CETLON. 
EncL  3  in  No.  32. 


Return  showing  the  present  Distribution  of  the  Troops  under  the  Command  of  Lieut-Col. 
T.  A.  Drought^  Commandant  of  the  Central  Province. 

Kandy,  September  12,  1848. 


Stafiosf. 

Corp0. 

i 

1" 

s 

3 

iS 

a 
i 

I" 

1 
1 

1 

Remcrkf. 

Kandy  • 

Nuwera  ESlia  .' 

Badulla      .      • 

Matella       .     . 

KomegaQe 

Dambool     .     * 
Woloabaga       * 
CabroosaEllia* 

Anooradjapoora 
Kongalle     •     • 
Bintenne    .     • 
Madama  Nuwera 
Kfloioondegalle. 

Alloot  Nuwea  . 

Staff   .      •     • 
Royal  Artillery 
Royal  Enrineers 
15th  Regiment 
37  th  Reg^iment 
Ceylon  RiHca  • 
Gun  Lascars  • 
Staff   .     .     . 
I5th  Regiment 
Ceylon  Rifies . 
Staff   ..     . 
Royal  Artillery 
Ceylon  Rifles. 

1 5th  Regiment 
Ceykm  Rifies  • 
Ditto  •     .     . 
Oun  Lascars  . 
Ceylon  Rifles . 
Ditto  .     .     . 
Ditto  •     •     • 

Ditto  .     «     . 
Ditto  .     .     . 
Ditto  •     «     . 
151k  Raiment 
Ceylon  Kiflea. 

Ditto  •     .     . 
15th  R^pii^ent 

Total    . 

1 

•  • 

*  • 

1 
1 

t  • 

4 
2 
2 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 
2 

3 

•  • 
1 
1 
2 

1 

•  • 
2 
1 

1 
1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  * 

1 

•  « 

24 
2 
7 
1 

•  • 

4 

•-• 

•  • 

s 

•  • 

2 

6 
3 

•  • 

1 

1 

2 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

I 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  9 

23 

393 

74 
80 
26 

••  • 

•  • 

1 

68 
2 
4d 
40 
50 
8 
17 
14 
49 

20 
5 

12 
15 

15 
■      12 

Near      Dangkande 

Page. 
On  march  to  Kandy. 

14  miles  from  Me- 
damhennpa  on  the* 
Bintenne  XDad* 

Prom   N.  Ellia  in 
Wallypania.^ 

3 

11 

29 

9 

n 

64 

23 

106» 

(Signed)  T.  A.  DROtJcmr, 

Lieut.-Col.,  Commandant. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


226  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

CEYLON. 

No.  33.         (No.  165.)  No.  33. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queen  s  House,  Colombo, 
September  15,  1848. 

No.  143.  Aug.  14,    My  Lord,  (Received  October  31,  1848.) 

No.^l44fAufir^  14,  1.  With  reference  to  my  Despatches  upon  the  subject  of  the  Kantian 

1848.  page  186.  insurrection  noted  in  the  margin,  and  especially  with  regard  to  the  origin  and 
msjpagem.^^'  nature  of  the  outbreak,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  forward,  for  your  Lordship's 
No.  164,  Sept.  14,  perusal,  a  report  upon  this  subject  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Buller,  the  Govern- 
1848,  page  217.       ment  Agent  for  the  central  province. 

L 2.  It  tends  entirely  to  the  corroboration  of  the  views  which  I  have  already 

developed  to  your  Lordship,  that  the  pretended  king  of  every  successive 
rebellion  from  1817  to  the  present  time,  has  bee^  merely  the  fictitious  idol  of 
the  occasion,  the  hoped-for  stepping-stone  of  the  chiefs  to  power,  and  the  symbol 
of  religious  ascendancy  to  the  priests. 

3.  It  seems  from  this  statement  to  be  well  ascertained,  that  the  Kandians 
still  bear  in  mind  the  defeat  and  massacre  of  Major.  Davie  and  his  party,  and 
the  recovery  of  Kandy  from  the  British  in  1803,  and  they  had  hoped  to  effect 
the  same  object  on  the  present  occasion  by  a  dexterous  coup-de-main. 

4.  Mr.  Buller  appears  to  lay  some  stress  upon  the  part  which  the  priests  have 
taken  in  kindling  or  keeping  alive  the  rebellious  spirit  of  the  people  in  the 
Kandian  country.  At  an  audience  which  I  gave  to  a  deputation  of  the  prin- 
cipal priests  of  the  Mai  watte  Wihare  at  Kandy,  it  was  remarked  by  them,  in 
reply  to  an  observation  which  I  addressed  to  them  respecting  the  misapplied 
influence  of  the  priests  in  the  disturbed  districts,  that  the  authority  of  the  heads 
of  their  establishment  was  gone,  the  offices  of  chief  priests  M^ere  in  many 
instances  still  vacant,  their  controlling  authority  was  annihilated,  and  even  the 
temple  tenants  refused  to  do  the  services  which  were  necessary  as  the  condition 
of  the  tenure  of  their  lands. 

5.  As  a  further  illustration  of  the  many  causes  which  have  contributed  to 
^ the  present  state  of  feeling  in  the  Kandian  country,  I  likewise  beg  to  transmit 

a  copy  of  the  translation  of  a  paper  presented  to  me  by  a  priest  of  some 
influence,  whom  I  sent  out  through  the  most  disturbed  districts  to  inquire  into, 
and  report  to  me,  upon  the  causes  of  the  present  outbreak. 

After  making  every  reasonable  allowance  for  the  natural  feelings  of  a  priest 
upon  such  a  mission,  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  thei^  is  much  plausibility  in 
some  of  the  grounds  advanced  in  the  accompanying  paper.  Others  have  evi- 
dently been  made  the  most  of,  but  the  misrepresentations  disseminated  by  the 
chiefs  respecting  the  intentions  of  the  Government  are  fairly  acknowledged. 

6.  I  have  only  in  conclusion  to  remark,  that  it  is  by  no  means  too  late  to 
attempt  to  remedy  the  evils  which  may  be  found  to  have  substantial  foundation ; 
and  the  first  and  foremost  of  our  endeavours  will,  I  hope,  be  the  restoring  to 
the  religion  of  the  people  and  its  ministers  that  qualified  protection  which  is 
due  to  them  by  treaty,  necessary  for  them  on  grounds  of  policy,  and  may  not 
be  inconsistent  with  the  mild  system  of  toleration  of  the  British  Government 

I  have,  &c., 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 
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GJovemment  Agent's  Office,  Kandy,        ^nd.  l  in  No.  83. 
Sib,  September  13,  1848. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  report,  explanatory  of  the  principal  events  which  I  con- 
sider to  have  led  to  the  rebellion,  and  of  the  circumstances  that  have  taken  place  during  the 
last  two  months. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  C.  R.  Bullbr,  Agent. 

The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

In  the  Proclamations  of  1818,  the  19th  March  and  21st  November,  '^  The  pretender 
was  described  as  a  Wellale,  and  native  of  the  village  Weelbawa,  in  the  Seven  Corles,  as  a 
person  altogether  insignificant  and  of  no  consideration  as  to  birth.  That  the  rebel  chiefs  and 
insurgent  leaders  had  set  up  this  pageant,  and  had  called  upon  the  people  to  recognise  as  the 
descendants  of  their  king  a  phantom,  whose  pretensions  they  espoused  merely  to  cover  their 
own  ambitious  views  of  subjecting  the  nation  to  their  arbitrary  will,  forgetful  of  the  extensive 
resources  of  the  British  empire."  Denis,  the  pretender,  in  the  year  1843  was  also  a  person  of 
the  lowest  caste  (the  Jagery)  of  the  village  Himbootoowelgode,  of  Daloogame,  in  the  Adicare 
Pattoo  of  Seena  Corle,  distant  about  five  miles  from  Colombo,  about  15  years  ago.  While 
yet  a  youth  he  left;  his  village,  and  married  into  a  Kandian  family  at  AUoodenea  in  U dunuwera, 
where  for  some  time  he  was  looked  down  upon  in  consequence  of  his  caste.  On  the  representa- 
tion, however,  of  one  of  the  chiefs  (supposed  to  have  been  Gallegode,  late  Ratte  Mabatmeya, 
who  by  proclamation,  dated  November  14,  l8l8,  was  declared  a  rebel),  that  he  was  of  high 
chaste,  and  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  kings,  the  people  were  induced  to  acknowledge  him  as 
such,  and  pay  him  deference  accordingly.  He  was  tried  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  district 
of  Badulla,  and  acquitted  by  a  majority  of  the  jury,  which  was  composed  of  six  Europeans, 
and  seven  natives.  The  pretender,  in  the  present  instance,  informed  me  that  he  was  brother 
of  Denis,  but  I  have  since  ascertained  that  he  is  a  cousin  only,  it  being  usual  with  all  eastern 
nations  to  style  their  cousins  as  brothers ;  thus  it  would  appear  that  the  pretenders,  in  each 
instance,  have  been  descendants  of  persons  who  were  totally  unconnected  with  the  royal  family, 
and  undoubtedly  set  up  as  mere  tools  of  the  chiefs.  The  particulars  connected  with  the  events 
of  1818  are  so  ftilly  recorded  in  all  the  histories  of  Ceylon,  that  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  advert 
to  them ;  but  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  evacuation  of  Kandy  by  Major  Davie, 
June  24,  1803,  together  with  the  troops,  consisting  of  17  officers,  about  200  British  soldiers, 
200  Malays  and  gun  Lascars,  derive  at  present  peculiar  interest  from  being  constantly  adverted 
to  by  the  Randians,  and  urged  as  an  argument  for  the  possibility  of  recapturing  their  capital. 
They  seem  to  imagine  that  if  they  were  successful  when  so  ill  provided  as  they  were  on  that 
occasion  with  guns  and  ammunition,  .now  that  they  have  an  ample  supply  of  both  they  want 
but  determination  to  expel  us  from  the  country.  So  utterly  ignorant  are  the  generality  of  the 
Kandians  of  the  resources  we  have  at  command,  that  they  readily  credit  the  assurance  of  their 
priests  that  the  troops  that  are  seen  in  Kandy  are  the  whole  of  the  British  force ;  and  in  1843 
the  people  were  led  to  believe  that  the  regiment  that  marched  to  Colombo  only  changed  their 
dresses  at  Ambepusse  half  way  to  Colombo,  to  give  the  appearance  of  greater  strength.  The 
priests  also  assured  them  that  the  bullets  of  the  English  would  run  from  their  muskets  as 
narmless  as  water,  while  theirs  would  be  most  fatal  in  their  effects.  Even  during  the  last 
week,  on  the  king  being  taunted  with  his  ill  success  in  charming  the  balls  of  the  Gereahs  (or 
beef  eaters),  as  they  call  us,  explained  to  them  that  the  charm  still  held  good,  but  it  was  their 
turning  their  backs  upon  the  English  that  rendered  it  inefficacious  in  the  instances  of  Matelle 
and  Komegalle.  Education  would  have  dispelled  these  illusions ;  but  with  the  exceptions  of 
a  school  at  Kandy,  one  at  Badulla,  and  one  at  Gampolla  lately  established,  a  population  of 
211,000  souls  are  without  any  instruction,  and  are  left  entirely  to  the  baneful  influence  of  the 
Buddhist  priests.  The  grand  themes  on  which  the  priests  descant  in  their  arguments  for  the 
subversion  of  the  British  supremacy  are  the  evil  effects  its  rule  has  brought  on  them  by  the 
introduction  of  ardent  smrits  industriously  spread  throughout  every  district,  carrying  with  it 
wherever  a  tavern  (of  wnich  there  are  no  less  than  133  in  this  province)  is  established,  the  vices 
of  drunkenness  and  gambling,  and  the  consequent  crimes  of  robbery  and  murder;  and  the 
decline  of  their  religion,  ana  the  ruin  of  their  temples,  owing  to  the  Government  having  ceased 
to  maintain  them,  as  agreed  by  the  5th  clause  of  the  Convention  of  1815,  approved  by  Lord 
Bathurst's  Despatch  of  the  13tn  October  of  the  same  year,  and  which  was  subsequently  adverted 
to  after  the  rebellion  of  1818  in  the  21st  clause  of  the  Proclamation,  dated  21st  November  of 
thatyear. 

They  also  represent  as  a  grievance,  the  doubt  that  has  for  years  remained  unsettled  as  to 
the  right  of  the  temples  to  the  lands  claimed  by  them.  To  allow  these  claims,  would  be  at 
once  to  give  up  some  100,000  acres  of  valuable  land ;  and  to  contest  them,  would  be  to  open  a 
wide  door  for  the  forging  of  fraudulent  Sannas,  and  the  commission  of  extensive  perjuries 
Thus,  from  various  causes,  this  question  has  from  time  to  time  been  laid  over,  owing  to  the 
manifest  difficulties  connected  with  it ;  while  the  priests  have  been  encroaching  on  the  rights  of 
the  Crown,  and  are  constantly  in  expectation  of  being  dispossessed  of  the  lands  usurped  by 
them.  Another  source  of  discontent,  is  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  justice  in  the  district  Courts 
without  the  all  but  certainty  of  utter  ruin.  The  successful  party,  it  is  true,  obtains  possession 
of  the  land,  but  in  all  probability  it  will  have  been  mortgaged  to  nearly  its  full  value  to  enable 
him  to  pay  his  lawyer  s  fees,  and  frequently  the  land  is  sold  to  pay  the  debts  contracted  in 
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CKTLOX.         consequence  of  the  suit    The  losing  party,  unless  a  penon  of  considerable  wealth,  is  of  course 

wholly  ruined^  and  all  his  property,  n^ovable  and  immovable,  sacrificed;  and  when  it  is  known 

that  some  of  the  bar  make  between  1500^.  and  2000/.  a-year,  which  is  chiefly  from  the  natives 
it  cannot  be  a  matter  of  surprise  that  they  complain  of  tne  heavy  expenses  of  law.  To  remedy 
this,  1  would  propose  that  the  natives  be  required  to  pay  highly  for  the  stamps,  which  should 
be  so  regulated  as  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the  courts  of  justice,  and  instead  of  compelling 

!)arties  to  appear  by  Uie  means  of  advocates  and  proctors,  the  District  Judge  should,  as  in 
brmer  days,  oe  required  to  take  the  statements  from  the  mouth  of  the  litigants,  permission, 
however,  beinfir  griven  to  the  judge  in  special  cases  only,  and  where  the  ends  of  justice  would  be 
better  obtained  by  it,  to  accept  of  written  pleadings. 

I  may  here  observe,  that  the  most  active  parties  in  the  late  disturbance  were  found  to  be 
those  who  were  most  constant  attendants  at  the  courts  of  law,  and  who  had  been  reduced  to 
poverty  in  consequence.  The  raising  the  lower  orders  to  superior  ranks,  and  oi^loying  them 
m  situations  formerly  considered  as  the  exclusive  privilege  of  chiefs,  has  been  assigned  as  a  caxue 
of  the  present  rebelhon.  If  this  be  true,  it  oidy  proves  now  necessary  it  is  still  fiirther  to  lessen 
that  influence  of  the  headmen  which  would  be  exerted,  no  doubt,  in  fisvour  of  Gt)vemment,  so 
long  as  they  consider  it  their  interests  to  be  loyal,  but  whenever  an  opportunity  offered  of  aggran^ 
disement  by  a  contrary  line  of  conduct,  the  same  influence  would  be  used  against  this  Govern- 
ment It  is  a  curious  fact,  that  the  headmen  appointed  at  my  recommendatbn  during  the  last 
four  years  have  stood  firm  to  their  allegiance,  amd  hare  kept  their  districts  perfectty  tranquil^ 
whereas  those  who  have  held  their  offices  tinder  Government  as  Kandian  chiefe  for  the  last 
20  or  30  years,  have  been  the  first  to  rebel;  for  instance,  the  three  MateDe  chiefs,  and  those 
of  Lower  Dambera  and  Harrispattoo,  who  should  all  be  removed.  There  will  then  be  left 
but  two  of  the  old  Kandyan  chiefs,  one  of  whom,  the  Yattemiwera  Ratte  Mahotmeya,  who  hag 
always  maintained  the  highest  character  for  loyalty,  and  whom  I  have  no  reason  whatever  to 
doubt;  the  other,  Girarame  Ratte  Mahatmeya,  of  Upper  Bulatgame,  and  who  b  not  only 
almost  useless,  but  would  doubtless  have  b^n  concerned,  had  he  not,  fortunately  for  him,  been 
too  far  from  the  scene  of  action. 

I  have  lon|;  intended  to  recommend  the  removal  of  some  of  die  above  headmen,  but  die  fear 
of  creating  discontent  has  been  assigned  as  a  reason  for  retaining  them,  utterly  useless  as  they 
have  been.  That  extreme  caution,  the  policy  of  which  I  have  always  doubted,  is  no  longer 
necessary ;  and  I  now  trust  that  their  removal  will  be  shortly  decidea  on,  and  that  their  vacaa« 
cies  will  be  supplied  by  persons  on  whom  Government  can  place  reliance.  It  b  not  the  taxes 
that  are  in  reality  so  obnoxious.  On  the  contrary,  whenever  an  individual  of  the  lower  class  is 
induced  to  give  his  candid  and  unbiassed  opinion,  it  will  be  found  that  his  objections  arise  from 
some  vague  idea  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  having  a  kin^  possessing  the  religion  of 
Buddha,  and  who  will  not  only  protect,  but  also  maintain  their  religion  invi^ate.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly true  that  no  people  are  pleased  with  direct  taxation,  and  mat  the  circumstances  of 
the  Ordinances  regarding  the  guns,  the  dogs,  and  the  roads,  being  promuk^ated  at  one  and 
the  same  time,  had  some  weight  in  inducing  them  to  rise  when  they  did ;  but  had  they  not 
been  prepared  for  it  months  before,  and  had  not  the  sparks  of  (fisaffection  been  most  industriously 
scattered  amongst  them  for  years  past,  it  would  not  nave  been  possible  for  them  to  spread  the 
flame  so  widely  in  so  short  a  space  of  time. 

From  1842,  the  priests  and  other  disaffected  parties  had  been  going  about  from  village  to 
village,  spreading  far  and  wide  the  seeds  of  disaffection,  directing  them  to  await  the  time  when 
the  muster-roll  should  be  beaten,  when  the  ban  of  fire  and  sword  and  degradation  of  the  Rodias 
was  denounced  against  the  Kandians  that  should  dare  to  disregard  the  summons.  This  has 
for  years  been  quietly  going  on,  and  the  minds  of  the  people  have  gradually  become  more 
unsettled.  This  I  Imve  in  my  reports  to  Government  in  former  years  repeatedly  represented, 
but  they  were  considered  as  a  mere  diimera  of  my  own,  and  I  have  even  been  told  that  the 
rebellion  in  Mr.  Turnour*s  time  was  fiction ;  that  the  parties  convicted  never  contemplated 
any  rebellion ;  that  the  rebellion  of  1843,  or  my  rebellion,  as  in  ridicule  it  was  termed,  was  a 
mere  imagination  on  the  parts  of  myself  and  Captain  Kelson,  and  that  there  was  nothing 
whatever  in  it,  and  the  justice  of  Chandra  Jetty^s  conviction  has  even  been  a  matter  of  doubt 

Having  now  described  the  grievances  which  diey  appear  to  complain  of,  and  before  pro- 
ceeding to  a  description  of  the  various  events  anterior  to  the  late  nsbg,  it  may  be  as  well  to 
look  at  the  present  state  of  the  people ;  and  as  it  commenced  at  MateUe,  it  is  well  to  look  at 
the  taxation  of  that  district,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  if  there  is  any  ground  for  discontent  on 
that  score. 

From  calculations  made  at  this  office,  I  have  ascertained  that  the  tax  per  head  is  only  S^d. 
per  annum.  It  has  been  urged  that  the  mode  of  collecting  the  tax  is  oppressive ;  but  whatever 
it  may  be  in  the  maritime  provinces,  where  the  rents  are  often  sold  by  public  auction,  where 
competition  raises  the  amount  beyond  their  real  value,  and  where  the  renters  maybe  fraudulent 
and  oppressive,  means  may  be  induced  to  exact  from  the  cultivator  a  larger  quantity  of  gram 
than  he  is  entitled  to,  such  i^  not  the  case  in  the  central  province,  £acfa  man  knows  the  exact 
amount  of  tax  he  Is  required  to  pay,  and  it  is  not  a  low  countryman  that  collects  it,  nor  a  man 
wholly  unknown  to  him ;  but  it  is  the  aratcfay,  or  petty  headman  of  his  own  village,  to  whom 
he  pays,  neither  more  nor  less,  the  required  sum  entered  in  his  deed  of  agreement,  with 

fovemment  copy  of  which  he  holds :  the  tax  is  then  handed  over  by  the  aratchy  to  the  coralle, 
y  him  to  the  rattemahatmeya,  who  transmits  it  to  the  cutcherry ;  mere  is  therefore  no  opening 
for  oppression  in  this,  and  the  Kandians,  indeed,  have  no  objection  whatever  to  it,  but  on  the 
contrary,  previous  to  the  imposition  of  the  new  taxes,  often  themselves  represented  to  me  their 
willingness  to  have  the  same  increased ;  but  I  am,  in  a  measure,  digressing  from  my  subject,  to 
which  I  must  again  revert. 
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The  next  rebellioa  was  in  1822,  when  a  priest  called  Kahawaite  Unnansy,  and  a  man        ;CSTL0N. 
named  Coewatte  Sateralle,  were  the  chief  persons  concerned  (both  were  conricted  and  hanged) ;  ""^ 

a  Malabar  maa^  named  Mutto,  who  was  a  discharged  pioneer,  was  the  puppet  intended  by 
them  to  be  set  up  as  king  (he  was  transported).  The  next  was  in  April  axid  May,  1842, 
wherein  Denis  (already  described)  took  an  active  part«  as  also  did  Dinge  RaUe,  of  Hangarau 
Kette,  who  was  convicted  by  a  court  martial  at  Komegalle.  Giandrajoty  was  convicted  at 
B^uUa^  and  sentenced  to  14  years*  hard  labour  in  chains :  he  is  now  a  convict  in  the  gaol  at 
Colombo.  David,  the  present  pr^ender,  does  not  appear  to  have  taken  any  very  prominent 
part  on  that  occasion :  the  events  connected  with  this  are,  however,  so  fully  recorded  in  my 
letter  of  the  6tb  of  December,  1843,  that  I  consider  it  unnecessary  to  allude  further  to  the 
matter.  The  priests,  as  before  said,  were  the  chief  actors  of  the  rebellion  of  the  present  year, 
aod  performed  their  pait  with  a  zeal  worthy  a  better  cause,  and  bad  they  been  better  supported 
bj  the  people^  would  h%ve  given  more  trouble  than  is  generally  calculated. 

As  &r  as  I  can  asoertain  they  had  quietly  prepared  the  people  for  a  war  of  extermination 
of  the  English,  and  had  prepared  them  for  a  general  rise  whenever  called  upon. 

On  the  25th  of  July  the  number  of  persons  collected  at  Nalande  was  about  70  only,  beaded, 
as  reported  to  Government,  by  Puran  Appoo  David,  the  pretender,  and  Denis^  his  relation; 
Din^ralle,  of  Haoguran  Kette,  was  also  with  then^  This  party  proceeded  to  jDambool,  and 
on  the  night  of  the  26th,  David  was  crowned.  It  was  their  intention  then  to  have  proceeded 
to  Anoorajapoora  (a  wild  part  of  the  island)  to  collect  their  forces,  hut,  in  all  probability, 
owing  to  the  knowledge  that  their  proceedings  were  watched,  by  the  police  and  others  seot  for 
tkat  purpose,  and  finding  their  aumbers  gradually  increased  they  altered  their  course,  and 
marched  with  400  men,  who  had  been  present  at  the  coronation,  towards  Matelle. 

On  the  27lh  they  reached  Pallapatwelle,  about  four  miles  distant  from  Matelle,  where  the 
iHHnber  was  augmented  to  about  3000 :  with  tb^e  they  attacked  Matelle  ;  about  one  mile  from 
which^  on  the  morning  of  die  28th^  they  were  met  by  the  troops, 'where,  as  before  stated  in  my 
report  of  the  28th  July^  they  fired  on  the  troops,  on  which  occasion  some  of  their  party  were 
killed,  and  otfiers  tidsen  prisoners. 

The  suhse<^nt  events  have  regularly  been  vepottBd  by  me  to  Governments  and  since  the 
last  overland  no  meetings  have  taken  place.  The  pretender  has  not,  I  refi;ret  to  say^  beon  as 
yet  a{qpreheoded;  he  has  for  soma  time  past  been  secreted  in  a  cave,  in  me  midst  of  a  dense 
iorest  in  the  district  of  Matelle,  and  although  several  of  his  immediate  followers  have  been 
seized,  he  has  himself  escaped.  The  utmost  exertions  are  still  being  nctade  to  sqppr^eud  him, 
amd  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  he  will  shortly  fall  into  the  hands  of  some  of  the  parties 
that  are  ia  aeansh  of  him;  the  celebrated  Pavang  Appoo*  an  escaped  prisoner,  has  been  seized 
and  executed.  It  is  much  to  be  regvetted  that  the  four  priests  concerned  in  the  crowning  of 
tile  pretender  have  been  acquitted  by  a  most  merciful  jury,  who  aeem  to  have  fancied  that  mey 
might  have  been  compelled  to  it  thmigh  fear.  However,  the  leniency  of  the  <^ivil  Court  Jias 
ba^  ooQuteracted  by  the  "promoi  and  enei-getic  measure  of  the  Military  Ciouri,  who  have 
already  executed,  in  Kandy  and  Matelle,  about  16  personsi,  who  w,ere  taken  in  arms.  Several 
have  also  been  executed  by  them  at  Komegalle,  and  a  priest  aamed  Cadahapolle  Ujiaanse^ 
mho  has  proved  to  have  administered  an  oath  to  a  chief  to  be  £uthful  to  the  rebel  king,  was 
also  shot  to  death.  The  people  generally  have  now  returned  ouietly  to  their  s^ricultural 
pursuits,  but  as  no  doubt  many  of  them  are  in  fear  of  being  seised  and  conumtksd  to  £aol  for 
iiaivipg  taken  an  active  part  in  the  insurrection^  while  others  are  smarting  under  the  electa  of 
thflir  late  conduct,  some  excitement  must  still  remain,  and  it  would  he  mjudicious^  therefore^ 
to  iiradove  the  troops  from  Matelle;  Komegalk^  or  D^ambooL 

The  inhabitants  of  Hewahette,  Matturatte;  Walapane,  and  Toompane^  have  voluntarilv 
undertaken  to  open  roads  through  their  districts,  and  this  will,  I  am  satisfied,  be  attended  with 
BBKMt  beneficial  effects  to  themselves  aa  «W011  aa  to  the  Muntry  at  lai;ge,  and^  in  ca^  of  any 
future  meetings  bein^  reported,  the  moviement  of  the  trocps  will  by  these  arrangements  be 
greatly  facilitated ;  but,  I  tnist,  that  the  lesson  that  has  been  taught  them  viU  have  suffi- 
^iasa^j  proved  to  tham  the  fiitility  of  auch  atteii^ts  in  future,  and  (the  attar  hopelessness  of 
sneeess. 

(S^ned)  a  R.  BPMum. 

Kandy,  ISth  ^September,  1848. 


Enclosure  2  in  Wo.  33.  2ncl.  2  in  No.  3X 

(Translation.) 

The  Causes  that  have  given  great  dissatisfaction  to  the  People,  and  with  which  their  minds 

are  troubled. 

I.  First  of  all  for  abandomg  -tlie  temple,  Briada  Maligawe,  and  the  other  temples 
caUed  Dewales. 

2.  That  contrary  to  the  customs  of  the  Kandian  country,  individuals  of  low  caste  are  made 
equal  with  those  of  ancient  and  high  families,  or  equal  power  is  given  to  the  form^  as  to  the 
latter. 

3.  When  roads  were  being  made  or  opened  through  districts  or  villagOR  pome  of  the 
drunkards  and  vagabonds  employed  on  them  use  most  indecent  and  improper  language,  which 
not  only  females,  but  even  males,  are  shocked  to  hear.    They  forcibly  pluck  and  take  away 
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CEYLON.  the  fruits  from  the  neighbouring  gardens.  In  some  districts  coffee  estates  are  left  without 
fences,  and  the  cattle  that  enter  them  are  shot,  or  they  are  tied,  and  the  owners  are  made  to 
pay  17.  or  2/.  for  each  head  of  cattle.     This  is  done  only  in  some  estates  and  not  in  others. 

4.  That  after  coffee  estates  are  planted  on  hills  belonging  to  Government,  the  neighbouring 
waste  lands,  being  private  property,  are  prevented  from  being  cultivated,  on  the  allied  ground 
that  they  are  Crown  property. 

5.  Whenever  taverns  are  established  in  the  interior,  either  on  the  road  side,  or  in  the  villages, 
the  neighbouring  inhabitants  become  drunkards,  use  indecent  language,  gamble,  conmiit 
robberies,  bum  houses,  and,  in  some  instances,  commit  murder. 

6.  Some  of  the  low  country  people,  uniting  themselves  with  some  drunkards,  kill,  privately, 
cattle  of  other  people,  and  eat  their  flesh. 

7.  A  man  who  owns  only  one  palles  extent  of  paddy  land,  and  having  four  children,  in 
disposing  of  it  before  his  death  has  to  go  to  the  notary,  who  may  happen  to  live  in  a  distant 

5 lace,  to  get  four  talpots  written,  and  he  is  obliged  to  pay  for  eight  stamps,  some  eight  riz 
ollars  (12*.),  and  the  tiotary*s  fee,  some  four  or  six  rix  dollars  (6*.  or  9*.). 

8.  To  sue  a  party  for  a  piece  of  land,  valued  only  100  riders  (a  little  more  than  21.),  a  man 
is  obliged  to  pay  to  the  proctor  37. ;  the  defendant  also  pays  as  much  to  a  proctor,  and  both 
parties  are  obliged  to  buy  about  30  stamps.  After  the  case  is  decided*  the  proctor  of  the 
party  who  won  the  case  recovers  the  costs  of  the  suit  from  the  losing  party,  who  not  only  finds 
that  he  has  not  property  enough  to  pay  the  same,  but  that  he  has  not  the  means  to  live  in  the 
world. 

9.  While  the  people  were  labouring  under  these  difficulties,  an  order  was  issued  in  Juty 
last  that  the  Government  Agent  will  proceed  to  Udunuwera.  The  Rate  Mahatmeyas  and 
Korals  ordered  that  a  road  five  feet  in  breadth  should  be  opened  through  the  country,  as 
well  as  roads  round  the  houses,  and  also  those  that  were  in  existence  during  the  time  of  the 
ancient  kings.  They  also  added,  that  the  object  of  the  agent's  visit  was  to  assess  the  houses 
and  gardens  preparatory  to  a  tax  being  levied  upon  them. 

10.  The  Rate  Mahatmeya  ordered  all  the  guns  to  be  brought  to  his  house  in  that  month, 
when  he  explained  to  the  people  that  they  must  annually  obtain  a  license,  by  paying  3*.  to 
keep  the  same,  and  if  they  failed  to  do  so,  they  would  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  5l  In  conse- 
quence of  which  some  of  the  people  returned  home,  giving  their  guns  to  the  Rate  Mahatmeyas, 
some  took  their  guns  to  the  Uutcherry  and  left  them  there,  some  broke  their  guns,  some  sold 
them,  and  some  took  licenses. 

11.  Another  order  was  published  in  the  same  month,  that  a  license  was  required  to  be 
taken  for  every  dog,  by  paying  1*.  6rf.  for  each ;  upon  which  some  people  drowned  some  pups, 
and  bitches  big  with  pups,  and  also  otherwise  destroyed  their  dogs. 

12.  Another  order  was  issued  in  the  same  month,  that  every  male  between  18  and  55 
years  old  would  be  required  to  pay  a  sum  of  3^.,  if  not  to  work  12  days  on  a  road.  The 
names  of  some  people  who  had  passed  their  sixtieth  year  were  taken  down  as  being  50  years 
old.  When  some  said  that  they  were  older,  their  horoscopes  were  sent  for,  and  a  ^ood  deal 
of  difficulties  were  created.  Besides  this,  an  account  of  the  trees,  the  extent  of  the  paddy 
fields,  an  account  of  the  cattle,  that  of  dogs  and  fowb,  and  of  vegetables  were  taken.  Some 
stated  that  the  people  would  have  to  pay  for  these  also,  at  which  they  were  alarmed.  It  was 
also  added,  that  potters  would  have  to  pay  at  a  greater  ratio. 

13.  In  consequence  of  these  reports,  and  as  the  people  are  not  able  to  pay  for  all  of  the 
alleged  taxes,  they  repaired  to  the  house  of  the  Rate  Mahatmeya  and  consulted  on  the  subject, 
when  he  said  that  he  was  ffoingto  Kandy,  and  they  might  also  come;  in  consequence  of  which» 
and  the  difficulty  of  paymg  them,  they  assembled  at  Kandy,  and  again  returned  to  the 
country. 

But  the  object  of  this  benevolent  Government,  which  is  like  the  sun  that  sends  his  beneficent 
rays  on  every  country,  and  all  classes  of  people  in  the  world,  had  been  clouded  by  the 
ignorance  of  those  who  explained  the  recent  Ordinances,  and  which  created  a  dissatisfaction 
among  the  imenlightened.  I  have  heard,  and  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the  impostor,  by  name 
Gang^egodde  TiKery  Banda,  or  David  of  Pelleagodde,  took  advantage  of  the  excitement  of 
thepeople  and  raised  this  rebellion. 

The  above  circumstances  having  come  to  my  knowledge  I  submit  the  same  in  writing. 

(Signed)  Panbbokke  Goomeratekb  Unnanse. 

Kandy,  28th  August,  1848. 

A  true  Copy. 

William  Charles  Gibson. 
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(No.  179.)  No.  34. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Tobrington  to 

Earl  Grey- 

Queen's  House,  Colombo, 
October  10,  1848. 
My  Lord,  (Received  November  24,  1848.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  the  session  of  the  Legislative  Council 
for  the  present  year  was  opened  on  the  2nd  instant ;  and  I  forward  to  your 

Lordship  a  copy  of  the  address  which  was  delivered  by  me  on  that  occasion. i^. 

The  topics  which  it  embraces  are  of  more  than  usual  importance  at  the  present 
time. 

I  have,  likewise,  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  the 2^ 

address  which  was  presented  to  me  by  the  Legislative  Council,  and  of  the  reply 
which  I  made  to  it  It  will  be  gratifying  to  your  Lordship  to  learn  that  there 
is  every  prospect  of  the  deliberations  of  the  Council  being  conducted  in  a  spirit 
of  harmony,  and  with  an  earnest  desire  for  the  public  good. 

I  have,  &c., 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  34.  TSocl  1  in  No.  34. 

Legislative  Council. 

Address  of  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  Viscount  Tobrington^  on  opening  the 
Session  of  the  Legislative  Council. — October  2, 1848. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council^ 

Since  the  close  of  the  last  Session  of  the  Legislative  Council^  important  events  have 
occurred  in  this  colony,  to  which  I  desire  briefly  to  call  your  attention. 

You  are  already  aware,  that  in  certain  portions  of  the  Kandyan  districts^  the  evil  designs  of 
ambitious  individuals,  taking  advantage  of  the  casual  as  well  as  traditionsd  influence  of  their 
position  over  an  ignorant  population^  have  induced  them  to  array  themselves  in  open  hostility  to 
the  Government;  actual  encounters  have  taken  place  with  Her  Majesty's  forces,  which  have 
terminated,  as  might  be  expected,  in  the  entire  defeat  and  dispersion  of  the  insurgents,  and  must 
have  convinced  them  of  the  utter  hopelessness  of  armed  resistance  to  Her  Majesty's  authority. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  me  to  be  able  to  announce  to  you^  that  the  individual  who  on  this 
occasion  was  set  up  as  the  pretended  king  has  now  been  captured ;  and  that  not  only  have 
many  of  his  partizans  and  followers  been  already  brought  to  puAJshment,  but  important  dis- 
closures have  been  made,  which  will,  I  hope^  suffice  completely  to  establish  the  guilt  of  the 
oridnators  of  the  late  conspiracy. 

It  is  my^eamest  desire  tnat  the  operation  of  martial  law  shall  be  terminated  without  delay  f 
for  I  have  every  confidence  that  the  energetic  measures  which  have  been  already  successfuUy 
adopted  will  suffice  to  prevent  any  renewal  of  the  late  treasonable  attempts. 

To  the  rapid  and  vigorous  movements  of  His  Majesty's  troops,  so  ably  conducted  by  the 
officers  entrusted  with  their  command,  and  to  the  prompt  declaration  of  martial  law  in  the  dis- 
turbed districts,  must  it  be  attributed,  that  the  actual  insurrection  was  confined  within  very 
narrow  limits. 

That  future  doubts  and  difficulties  may  be  avoided,  a  Bill  of  Indemnity  will  be  laid  before 
vou,  for  all  band  Jide  acts  done  by  the  constituted  authorities  during  the  existence  of  martial 
law.     Papers  connected  with  this  subject  will  be  presented  to  you. 

The  slight  and  passing  excitement  which  has  been  raised  m  some  other  parts  of  the  colony,, 
arising  from  a  vanety  of  causes  and  misapprehensions^  will  not,  I  trust,  be  again  renewed.  I 
am  persuaded  that  the  feelings  of  the  mass  of  the  people  will  omtinue  to  be  at  all  times^ 
peaceable  and  loyal. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that  of  the  24  Ordinances  which  were  passed  during  the  last 
session,  19  have  already  received  Her  Majesty's  confirmation.  I  shall  have  occasion  to  submit 
for  your  consideration,  a  few  slight  amendments  in  the  details  of  some  of  these  Ordinances, 
which  will,  I  hope,  be  calculated  to  improve  and  facilitate  the  operation  of  them. 

At  a  period  of  general  commercial  difficulty  throughout  the  world,  Ceylon  could  scarcely 
escape  the  effects  of  an  universal  crisis.  But  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  state  to  you^ 
that  the  net  revenue  of  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1847,  exceeded  that  of  1846  by  the 
sum  of  about  24,000/.,  which  was,  in  a  great  measure,  due  to  an  increase  in  the  receipts  from 
customs.  On  the  other  hand,  the  comparative  expenchture  for  the  same  period  was  in  reality 
somewhat  less  m  1847  than  in  the  previous  year. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  improved  state  of  our  finances  for  the  past  year,  as  compared  with 
that  of  1846,  the  fact  cannot  be  withheld  from  you^  that  the  revenue  of  the  year  1847  fell  short 
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CBTLOK.  of  the  expenditure  within  the  same  period  by  the  sum  of  about  58,000/.,  although  every  effort  has 
been  made,  since  my  assumption  of  the  government^  to  restrict  the  expenditure  within  the  narrowest 
possible  limits.  The  surplus  revenue  aecumulated  in  more  pro^rous  periods  has>  at  length, 
become  exhausted. 

It  is,  however,  consolatory  to  find,  as  will  appear  from  a  statement  which  will  be  laid  before 
you^  that  tfae  revenue  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  current  year  has  exceeded  the  exp^iditure 
for  the  same  period  by  the  sum  of  14,594/.  12^.  9d.  But  heavy  expenses  will  have  been 
incurred  on  account  of  the  military  operations  since  that  period ;  and  it  will  be  obvious  to  you 
that  means  must  be  found,  by  a  rigid  curtailment  of  outlay  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  the  most 
cautious  efforts  to  improve  our  revenue  on  the  other,  so  as  to  adjust  our  finances  that  the  proper 
eqnilibriara  may  be  constantly  maintained  between  the  income  and  expenditure  of  the  ecdetiy. 

Upon  this  subject  communications  will  shortly  be  submitted  to  you ;  and  I  am  happy  to  be 
aUe  to  announce  to  you  that  it  is  the  direction  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  that  the  entira 
-expenditure  of  the  colony,  fixed  as  well  as  contingent,  shall  be  brought  under  the  review  of  the 
Legislative  Council. 

The  depression  under  which  the  colony  is  at  present  suflFering,  in  common  with  other  parts  of 
ihe  worlds  will,  I  trust,  gradually  give  plaoe  to  more  cheering  pro^ieots.  I  can  perceive  m 
ground  for  despondency. 

The  abolition  of  the  export  duties  will  afford  some  relief  to  the  agricultural  and  commercial 
interests,  although  at  a  sacrifice  to  the  public  revenue ;  and  I  feel  confident  that  when  the  tem- 
porary depression  shall  have  passed  away,  the  prospects  of  the  planting  interests  generally  trill 
revive,  and  that  new  sources  of  industry  and  advancement  will  be  developed. 

I  trust  that  no  efibrts  will  be  wanting  to  secure  the  lasting  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the 
country,  so  essential  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  people. 

I  confidently  rely  upon  your  loyalty,  and  your  anxious  desire  to  co-operate  with  me  at  all 
times  in  the  adoption  of  such  sound  and  wholesome  measures  as  will  be  calculated,  under  the 
blessing  of  Providence,  to  secure  the  happiness  and  contentment  of  all  classes  of  the  inhabitants. 


EncL  2  in.No.  34.  Enclosure  2  in  No.  34. 

Address  of  the  Legislative  Council  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Governor,  in  reply  to  his  Excd- 

lency's  speech  of  the  2nd  October,  1848. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Presideirt  of  the  Legislative  Conncil,  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Tor- 
ringldn  Kntght  Orand  Cross  of  the  Order  of  Ernestine  of  Saxony,  Governor  and  Com- 
nnmder-in-<Siief  in  snd  over  the  British  Settlements  and  Territories  ki  the  Island  of 
Ceylon  with  the  Dependencies  thereof. 

MAr  IT  PLCASfi  TOOR  E^KCCLXfiNCT* 

Wb  1»eg  to  express  to  your  EfGOelhncy  onr  satia&etioii  at  the  ipeedy  and  Mccessftd  nip- 
pwssion  of  the  insuvrection  wlueh  1ms  taken  plaoe  in  some  districts  of  the  interior,  and  for  which 
we  fed  onrseives  indebted  to  tiie  prompt  deolaraAiioa  of  sftaitial  law,  and  the  aealous  and  aUe 
exertions  mtAe  by  dM  <iAc«ni>  Bon-«e«iniisiio«ed  oflBoers,  and  privates  of  Her  Majesty's  fiyroet 
serving  in  the  eolony> 

We  fully  participate  in  your  Excellency's  earnest  desire  for  the  speedy  termination  of  martial 
law;  and  we  shall  be  ready  to  giveour  best  attention  to  the  KU  of  Indemnity  ppopcysed  to  be 
bidMbretis. 

We  are  gratified  to  find  iSiat  a  grast  majority  of  the  Ordinanoes  pemed  during  the  l«st  ^eanon 
have  already  be^n  oonfirmod  by  Her  Majeeiy;  and  wo  diall  gladly  assist  in  oiaking  any 
alforations  of  them  frtdoh  will  ft!eilitato  tbeu*  operation. 

The  statemetft  lAidk  has  kom  made  40  aS'Tespectiiie  the  rovenue  andexpenditam  •caacot  but 
cause  us  much  anxiety.  We  participate  fully  in  your  Excellencj^s  desire  to  enforce  the  Jttriatait 
ooemomy,'so  fttr  as  oomislent  wUk  the  pofabo  interests,  in  •every  brvnch  of  die  mrvioe :  And 
we  trast  to  provo  •ourselveB  n^orthy  of  theconSdenoe  displayed  towards  m  by  Her  Mqesiy^ 
Government  in  directing  your  Bxcellency  to  submit  to  omr  wUberations  the  emre  exponditiiBe 
of  the  t^ebny. 

We  sineercAy  trast  tlwt  your  SfaDeeilenoy's  mtictpation  of  the  removal  of  our  promA  s^rieul- 
taml  and  eoimnercial  depression  will  be  realised,  wd  shall  he  »«%  at  all  itimes  to  oo-operacta 
in  any  measure  which  may  tend  to  that  desirable  result. 

Wk.  S«jfiLT.  W.  H.  Swa. 

J.  JSiisasoif  TfiMKSNic  G«  Yane. 

H,  C  SUBT.  J.  AftUlTAaE. 

C.  J.  MacCaathx.  J.  Smixh. 

F,  J.  Templkr.  J,  SWAK, 

p.  £.  WoDSBoine. 
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BfiPLT  of  his  Excellency  the  Right  Hon.  Vis<»Qnt  Torrin|«on  t^  an  address  fnm  the  Legis- 

kitire  C<nDici)--Octobev  ^  I848w 

GsiiTLEUBN  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  CoUlf CIt, 

I  UOBIVB  with  much  gratification  the  loyal  and  encoiiraging  address  which  you  have 
now  presented  to  me.  *.  i«    . 

I  have  the  fullest  confidence  in  your  anxiety  to  co-operate  with  me  cordially  in  carrying  out 
the  benevolent  intentions  of  Her  Majesty's  Government ;  and  I  smcerdy  trust  that  the  pwjihs 
of  our  deliberations,  conducted  in  a  spirit  of  harmony  and  zeal  for  the  public  welfare,  will  be 
conduwe  to  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  to  the  advancement  of  the  jwosperity  of  the  colony. 


CBYLOK. 


(No.  180.)  No.  35.  No.  35. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo, 
October  11,  1848. 
My  Lord,  (^Received  November  24,  1848.) 

At  the  commencement  of  the  session  of  the  Legislatiye  Council^  I 
thought  it  very  desirable  that  the  members  of  that  body  should  be  in  possession 
of  an  authenticated  statem^^t  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  colony  for 
the  first  half  of  the  current  year,  and  that  they  should  be  accurately  informed 
of  the  state  of  the  funds  of  this  Government  on  the  1st  day  of  January  and  the 
last  day  of  June,  respectively. 

2.  Accordingly  I  directed  the  tables  which  I  have  now  the  honour  to  enclose 
to  be  prepared  by  the  Auditor-General,  and  I  take  the  opportunity  of  oflTering 
a  few  remarks  upon  the  financial  statements  which  they  contain. 

3.  It  will  be  satisfactory  to  your  Lordship  to  find,  that,  by  the  exercise  of 
rigid  economy  in  every  department,  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  actual  ex* 
penditure  for  the  half-year,  as  comxMkred  with  the  estimated,  of  not  less  than,         Table  2. 
20,435/. ;  that  the  diminished  expenditure  has  been  most  striking  under  the 

bead  of  establishments,  and  that  the  economical  arrangements  which  have  also 
been  adopted  under  other  heads  have  been  of  so  successful  a  nature,  that  I  have 
been  enabled  to  devote  to  the  expenditure  on  roads  and  public  works,  the  repair 
and  improvement  of  which  were  extremdy  urgent^  nearly  10,000/.  more  than 
was  anticipated.  Nevertheless  the  total  expenditure  of  the  half-year  fell 
within  the  total  revenue  for  the  same  period,  by  not  less  a  sum  than  14,594/. ;  a 
result  which  is  the  more  gratifying  as  it  could  not  have  b^en  ainticipated  that 
circumstances  would  have  since  occurred,  which  must  necessitate  an  expen- 
diture for  military  purposes  entirely  beyond  the  ordinary  calculations  which 
could  have  been  framed. 

4.  Among  the  items  of  revenue  for  the  half-year,  which  call  for  more  par- 
ticular notice,  it  will  be  observed  that  although  the  amount  derived  from  sales 
of  land  has  fallen  short  even  of  the  small  amount  estimated  for  it  by  about  one- 
third,  the  sum  derived  from  land  revenue  is  larger  than  was  anticipated  by 
more  than  is  suflBcient  to  cover  the  deficiency  under  the  former  head ;  and  I 
can  have  little  hesitation  in  expressing  my  hope  that  at  no  distant  period  the 
revenue  to  be  derived  from  this  source  of  income  will  be  considerably  and  per- 
manently augmented. 

5.  Under  the  head  of  licenses  there  appears  to  be  the  very  remarkable  decrease 
of  the  actual  compared  with  the  estimated  receipt,  of  upwards  of  14.500/.  But 
this  deficiency  is  rather  apparent  than  real,  for  I  have  ascertained  that  it  is  oc- 
casioned by  the  large  amount  of  arrears  due  from  the  renters  of  the  arrack 
farms,  particularly  in  the  central  province,  where  the  effect  of  the  hardness  of 
the  times  has  been  most  severely  felt.  These  arrears  will  of  course  have  to  be 
recovered. 

6.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  satisfactory  to  find,  that  even  deducting  the  above 
arrears,  the  total  revenue  of  the  first  naif  of  1848,  compared  with  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1847,  exhibits  only  a  decrease  of  3,574/.,  while  the  decrease 
in  the  comparative  expenditure  for  the  same  periods  was  more  than  six  times 
that  amount. 
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Balance  credit, 
89,29U 
Total  notes, 
57,400?. 


7.  On  reference  to  Table  No.  3,  it  will  be  apparent  that  the  state  of  the  funds 
of  this  Government  on  the  30th  of  June  was  more  satisfactory  than  might  have 
been  expected,  and  that  the  clear  balance  to  its  credit  was  somewhat  larger 
than  the  total  amount  of  Government  notes^  both  in  the  cash  chests  and  in  cir- 
culation. 

8.  Upon  the  subject  of  the  present  state  of  our  funds,  and  of  the  expenses  in- 
cident to  the  military  operations  in  the  proclaimed  districts,  I  propose  to  apply 
myself  to  the  consideration  of  this  important  matter  in  another  Despatch. 

I  have,  &c.. 


The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey, 
&c.  &c. 


(Signed)         TORRINGTON. 


End.  in  No.  35. 


Enclosure  in  No.  35. 


Financial  Statements  laid  before  the  Legislative  Council  of  Ceylon  by 
Sir  J.  E.  Tennent,  on  the  4th  of  October,  1848. 


No.  1. 

ditureoft 
0/1848. 


Abstract  Statement  of  the  Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  the  Colony  of  Ceylon  for  thefrst  Half-year 


REVENUE. 

£.       9.  d. 
Arrears  of  Rerenue  of  former 

yean 22,640  11  9} 

Custom 68,137    9  0| 

Port  and  Harbour  Dues   •     •     .  1,520  17  Of 

Land  Sales 4,068  15  lo} 

Laod  Revenue 26,603    8  5 

Rents  exclusiTe  of  Laud  .     ..     .  12,390  18  2} 

Licenses 23,211  13  4| 

Stamps 13,135  11  8} 

Taxes  (Assessment)   •     •     .     .  3,969    8  44 

Postage 4,182  15  0| 

Fines  and  Forfeitures      .     .     .  2,487  19  44 

Sale  of  Government  Froperhr     .  27,972    2  9^ 
Ration   Stoppages  from   a,  M. 

Troops 6|146    9  1 

Reimbursements  in   aid  of  Ex- 
penses incurred  by  Government  355  19  5 

Interest 1,845    9  4) 

Government  Vessels  .      .     •     .  197     1  0 

Miscellaneous  &  Special  Receipts  6,193    5  Of 
Ditto  by  tbe  Agent  General  in 

London 946  15  7 


Total 


£226,006  10    6i 


EXPENDITURE. 


Estohlishments : — 

Fixed  Salaries  •  •  • 
Provisional  and  Tempo- 
rary ditto  .  •  •  • 
Allowances  •  .  .  • 
Offi<ft  Contingencies 


£76,199  2  Of 

11,269  18  I0{ 
1,919  I  3{ 
1,728  4  2 


Pensions  and  Retired  Allowances  •  •  •  • 
Revenue  Services  exclusive  of  Establishments  • 
Administration  of  Justice  Ditto     .     .     • 

Ecclesiastical  Ditto    .     .     • 

Education  Ditto     •     •     . 

Hospitals  Ditto     •     .     . 

Police  and  Gaols  Ditto     .     .     . 

Rent ;     •     .     . 

Transport 

Conveyance  of  Mails,  exclusive   of  Establish- 
ment   • 

Workv  and  Buildings 

Roads,  Streets,  and  Bridges  ..•.«• 
Charitable  Allowances      ...•••. 
Interest      ••••••••«•• 

Miscellaneous  Services  •••««*• 
Colouial  Commissariat  •.••'•.. 
Contribution  towards  Military  Expenditure  •  . 
Colonial  Pay  and  Allowances  .  •  .  •  . 
Government  Vessels,  exclusive  of  Establishment 


.91,116  6 
16,730    3 

3,315  9 
834  14 
500  0 
185    2 

1,144  15 

2,228  10 
890    7 

1,829  14 

492  10 

2,667  12 

13,666    0 

1,543  14 

193  18 

3,862  12 

12.063    5 

12,000    0 

16,882  13 

206    2 


182,353  14    2^ 


Advances  for  the  Public  Service,  to  he  afterwards 
adjustei  and  brought  to  account  under  the  fot- 
lowing  heads,  viz, — 
Establishments  .  .  •  £1,869  5  4^ 
Contingent  Services  •  .  5,101  4  9,^ 
Works  and  Buildings  •  4,53113  6; 
Roads  and  Bridges  .  •  10,813  11  6^ ; 
Colonial  Commissariat  .  6,654  3ll;> 
Colonial  Pay  &  Allowances  88    4    4;^ 


29,058    3    6| 


Excess  of  Revenue 


211,411  17 
14,594  12 


li 


Total  9     .     •     •     •     f     •    £226,006  10    6^ 


E.  E. 


C.  J.  MacCarthy,  Auditor  General. 
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Comparative  Statement  of  the  Estimated  and  Actual  Revenue  and  Expenditure  for  the  ]8t  Half-year  of  1848,  and  of 
the  Total  Revenue  and  Expenditure  ofthe]st  Half-year  of  1847  and  1848. 


BltVBItUB. 


AriMrt  of  Revenue  of  former 
ytaro    ••••••• 

Ciutomt  •      •••••• 

Port  and  Harbour  Duos*     •     . 

LmmI  Sales 

Laad  Revenuo    •     •     •     •     . 
Roots  oxclusive  of  Lsnd     •     • 


Stampt    ••••••• 

Taxes — ^Aseessmenft  •     •     •     • 

Pbetaj{0    ••••••• 

Fines  and  Forfeitnies     •     .     • 

Sale  of  Gof  <mm«nt  Property  • 

Ratiun  Stoppages  from  H.  M. 

Troops*     •••••• 

Retmbursernvnts  in  aid  of  Rx- 
penses  incurred  by  GoTerii- 

asent    • 

Interest  ••••«•• 
GoT«rament  Vessels  •  •  • 
Miecrllaneous  and  Special  Re> 

eeipts 

Ditto  by  Agent-General  in  Loo- 
don      •     •••••• 


Esti- 
mated 
Amount. 


22,544 

72,600 

2,073 

6,145 

22,702 

12,866 

37,783 

12,140 

3,118 

3,753 

1,165 

28,476 

7,034 


132 

1,274 


3,698 
845 


238,340 


Deduct  Increase. 


Decrease  in  actual  Rereuue 


Actual 
Amount. 


22,641 

68,137 

1,521 

4,069 

26,603 

12,391 

23,212 

13,136 

3,969 

4,183 

2,488 

27,972 

6,146 


356 

1,845 
197 

6,193 

947 


226,006 


Increase 

of 

Actual 

Amount. 


97 


3,901 


996 

851 

430 

1,323 


224 
571 
197 

2,495 

102 


Decrease 

of 

Actual 

Amount. 


4,463 

554 

2,076 

•  • 
465 
14,571 


504 

888 


11,187 


23,521 
11,187 


12,334 


Total  amount  of  Retenue  of  the  lit  Half-jear  of  1847     •  £229,580 
,,  ,,  M  1848    •    226,006 


Deorease  in  184d   ••«*..    £3,574 


ExPEMOITUnE. 


Establishments      •     •     •     • 
Pensions  and  Retired  Allow- 
ances   

Contingent  Services  •  •  • 
Works  and  Buildings  •  •  • 
Roads,  Streets,  and  Bridges  • 
Colonial  Commissariat  •  • 
Contribution  towards  Military 

Expenditure 

Colonial  Pay  and  Allowances* 


Deduct  Increase 


Decrease  in  actual  Expenditure 


F^ti- 

mated 

Amount 


Actual 

Arooimt 

indudmir 

Ad- 

vacces.' 


£. 
105,085 

17,939 
26,241 
5,850 
IS, 987 
28,472 

12,000 
20,272 


231,846 


£. 
92,986 

16,730 
22,328 
7,199 
24,480 
18,717 

12,000 
16,971 


211,411 


Increase 

of 

Actual 

Amount. 


1,349 
8,493 


Dtvrease 

of 
Actual 
Amount 


£. 
12,099 

1,209 
3,913 


9,755 


3,301 


9,842 


30,277 
9,842 


20,435 


TotalAmountof  Expenditure  of  the  1st  Half-year  of  1847  £233,202 
,,  ,,  M  1848     211,411 

Decrease  in  1848      •     •     .     ,     •     .£21,791 


E.  E. 


C.  J.  MacCarthy,  Auditor-General. 


No.  3. 


State  of  the  Fundi  of  the  Ceylon  Government  on  the  Ist  of  January  and  the  30/A  of  June,  1848,  respectively. 


On  th€  1st  JoMuan/i  1848. 
Balance  due  to  the  Ceylon  GoYemmeot,  Tis.  :— 
Balance  in  the  Public  Cash  Chests — 

£.      «.    d. 

In  the  Treasury 56,097    3     If 

,,     Western  P/OTince    •     •     •      3,446  U    3 
,,     Southern  ditto.     .     .      9,950  13    0 

,»     northern  ditto.     •     •      8,170    3    4 

,,     RMm  ditto.     .     •  959    7  10^ 

,,     CMtfal  ditto.     •     •      7,639  13    9 

,,     North-westexn  ditto  •     •     •      3,572  13    6^ 


89,836    5  10^ 
Baiaace  due  by  the  Agent-General 
laLmidoo.     ......     12,051    311 


Ditto  Government  of  H( 
Dilft9  Col.  Agent  at  Bomi 


long  Kong  • 
>mbay  •     • 


1,224    7 
903  15 


? 


Balsnce  due  by  the  Ceylon  Go- 
vvrnment.  via. : — 

T»  B.  M«  Government  on  ac- 
count of  remittances  received  in 
Sp«ci%    •     .     .      £10,000  0  0 

Deduct  Bol»BO«  due  to 
this  Government  on 
ncooont  of  advances 
nsnde  for  the  Army 
Service     •     .     •       3,129  8  0) 

^  the  PresideQcies  in  India.     .     . 

To  the  Col.  Agents  at  Calcutta  and 

JCadraa 


104,015  12    6i 


6,870  11  11^ 
21,051  11  11 

1,396    3    5^ 


29,318    7 


Balance  in  favour  of  the  Ceylon  Government        74,697    5 
Exrets  of  Revenue  over  Expenditure  to  30th 
June,  1848 14,594  12 


£89,291  18 


On  the  30M  June,  1848. 
Balance  due  to  the  Ceylon  Government,  vis. ; — 
Balance  in  the  Public  Cash  Chests— 

£.        «. 

In  the  Treasury 73,499    8 

,,     Western  Province.     •     •     .      3,625     1 
,,     Southern  ditto  .     •     •     12,019    2 

,,     Northern  ditto  •     .     •      8,067  17 

,,     Eastern  diUo  •     .     •      6,853     I 

,,     Central  ditto  .     •     •     10,370  18 

,,     North-western  ditto  •     •     .      5,833  15 


d, 

1 


£120,269    5    i\ 


Balance  due  by  H.  M.  Government 
on  aceount  of  advances  made  fur 

the  Army  Service 15,571  17  11} 

Ditto  by  the  Agent-General  in  I«ou- 

don 4,186  12    2 

Ditto  by  the  Government  of  Hong 

Kong 1,538    2    8} 


141,565  18    3 


Balance  due  by  the  Ceylon  Qo' 
▼<*rnmrnt,  vis. : — 

To  the  Presidencies  in  India      •     .  23,867  16  10 

,,     Mauritius  Government     .     •  101  8    0 

,,     Colonial  Agents  in  India      .  1,687  9    0 

,,     Deposits  ou  sundry  Accounts  31,952  13    4^ 


57,609    7    2i 


Balance  in  favour  of  the  Ceylon  GoTemment  • 
Balance  of  Drafts  and  Remittances  in  transit. 


83,956  11 
5,335    6  1 


?i 


£b9,291  18    0^ 


E.E. 


C.  J.  MacCarthy,  Auditor-GeiieraL 
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CEYLON.         (No.  184.)  No.  36. 

No.  39.  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscoimt  Torrincton  ta 

Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo, 
October  14,  1848. 

Mt  Lord,  {Received  November  24,  1848.) 

uiA^ii,vt^\sB,  In  contmuation  of  the  series  of  Despatches  noted  in  the  margin  relative 

i49;Ai«'u.pSlSiS»^     to  the  Kandian  insurrection,  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  address  to  your 

i«»;ISi.'it'p!ffr»6;     Lordship  by  the  two  last  mails,  I  have  now  to  report  that  the  public  peace  has 

become  entirely  restored  in  the  disturbed  districts,  and  that  the  p^>ple  who 

have  hitherto  absented  themselves  in  large  numbers  from  their  villages,  are 

quietly  returning  to  resume  their  ordinary  avocations. 

I.  2.  By  a  proclamatioi\  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  the  operation;  of  martml 

law  in  those  parts  of  the  country  in  which  the  insurreetkin  had  'manifested 

itself,  ceased  to  have  effect  on  the  IQth  instant ;  and  the  vigpr6u$  In^ast&rM 

which  were  adopted  for  the  suppression  of  the  outbreak  at  its  conamencemeal 

in  the  places  where  it  originated,  and  for  preventing  the  traqsf^r  of  the  dis* 

turbance  to  other  parts  of  the  country,  which  had  in  a  manner  been  prepared 

beforehand  to  take  it  up,  have  been  of  so  successful  a  nature  as  to. have  gobq* 

pletely  staggered  the  disloyalty  of  th^  chiefs,  and  left  them  powerless  in  the 

hands  of  Government.     I  feel  assured  that  the  lesson  will  be  long  remembered. 

3.  As  the  rainy  season  was  already  setting  in,  and  sickness  to  a  small  extent 
had  broken  out  among  the  troops  stationed  at  Dambool,  imder  the  influence  of 
which  I  have  to  deplore  the  loss  of  an  excellent  officer.  Captain  Gray  of  the 
Ceylon  Rifles,  the  whole  of  the  detachments  stationed  at  the  outposts  have 
been  called  in,  and  our  military  force  may  now  be  said  to  occujpy  nearly  the 
sanie  positions  (with  the  exception  of  the  detachments  still  stationed  at  Kur* 
negalle  and  Matelle)  as  they  did  before  the  commencement  of  the  outbreak. 

'  2. I  enclose  the  latest  distribution  of  troops  in  the  Kandian  provinces.  Two  com- 
panies of  the  37th  Regiment  have  returned  to  Trincomalee,  and  I  am  gratified 
'  to  be  able  to  state,  that  the  Major-General  commanding  entirely  concurred 
vrith  me  in  opinion,  that  there  was  no  longer  any  sufficient  reason  for  incurrii^ 
the  expense  of  retaining  in  the  island  the  three  companies  of  Her  M^esty*s 
25th  Regiment,  which  were  brought  from  Madras.  Part  of  them  were  there- 
fore conveyed  back  to  that  presidency  in  Her  Majesty's  steam-sloop  "  Fury,"  in 
the  middle  of  last  month,  and  the  remainder  in  Her  Ms^^sty's  steam-skx^ 
"Inflexible,"  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  month.  I  have  no  reason  what- 
ever to  regard  this  reduction  of  our  force  as  premature  or  imprudent  under 
existing  circumstances ;  for  independently  of  the  immediate  restoration  of  tran- 
tjuillity,  the  moral  effect  upon  the  native  mind  of  the  rapidity  with  which 
assistance  to  any  extent  can  be  procured  through  the  agency  off  steam  will,  I 
hope^  be  catcidated  to  deter  them  from  any  renewal  of  their  treasonable  designs 
at  any  future  time.  In  this  sense^  perhaps,  the  rapidity  with  which  our  militarjr 
force  was  augmented  will  have  a  more  lasting  influence  over  the  minds  of  the 
Kandians,  than  the  actual  presence  alone  of  the  timely  addition  to  our  strength. 

4.  The  pensioners  of  the  Ceylon  Rifle  Regiment,  who  were  called  out  for 
temporary  military  service,  have  likewise  been  dismissed  from  this  duty ;  and 
the  divisions  of  Road  Pioneers,  who  were  called  in  for  escorts,  and  for  other 
services  connected  with  the  movements  of  the  regular  troops,  have  been  re- 
stored to  their  ordinary  duties. 

"^  5.  But  in  reporting  to  your  Lordship  these  various  steps,  which  are  indicative 

of  my  confidence  in  the  maintenance  of  the  public  tranquillity,  it  is  particularly 
gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  announce  to  your  Lordship  the  capture  of  the 
pretended  king,  on  the  night  of  the  21st  ultimo,  by  a  party  of  six  Malay 
soldiers  of  the  Ceylon  Rifle  Regiment,  who  were  conducted  in  disguise  by  a 
native  attendant  of  the  pretender  to  a  secluded  cave  within  a  few  miles  of 
Matelle,  where  he  was  discovered  quite  unattended.  A  native  had  been  sta- 
tioned by  him  upon  the  top  of  the  rock  in  which  the  cave  was  situated  to  keep 
watch,  but  had  either  fallen  asleep  or  run  away.  The  pretender  was  captured 
after  a  severe  struggle,  and  was  immediately  brought  into  Matelle,  where  he 
was  kept  under  a  strong  guard  until  the  afternoon,  of  the  following  day,  when 
he  was  conducted  into  Kandy,  and  kept  in  close  confinement  in  the  barracks. 
6.  Although  he  has  latterly  been  somewhat  reserved  and  contradictory  in 
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his  f»nminnicatioM,  I  can  hatve  litde  doubt  tiiat  the  statements  which  he  crymi^. 
voluntarily  made  immediately  after  his  capture,  when  his  mind  was  more  op- 
pressed by  the  danger  of  his  position,  were  sul^tantially  correct.  He  did  not 
heisitate  to  declare,  that  nearly  every  headman  of  any  iii^uence  in  the  Kandian 
districts  was  either  privy  to,  or  a  party  actually  concerned  in,  the  movement. 
Some  of  them  sent  him  presents  of  money  and  arms ;  others  promised  to  send, 
or  actually  ^ent  armed  men,  and  even  led  them  themselves :  and  it  is  a  remark- 
able circumstance,  thalt  I9ns  adventurous  person  who  states  that  he  somewhat 
reluctantly  permitted  himself  to  be  set  up  as  a  king  ad  interim,  at  the  request 
of  the  most  influential  chiefs,  and  who  played  a  similar  part  in  the  incipient  in- 
surrection of  1843,  seems  to  have  been  perfectly  conscious  that  whatever  might 
be  the  success  of  the  rebellion,  he  at  least  was  not  ultimately  to  enjoy  his  kingly 
honours,  but  was  to  be  displaced  by  one  or  the  other  of  two  parties  resident  in 
the  island,  who  claim  relationship  with  the  late  royal  family  of  Kandy. 

7.  If  any  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  his  statement,  it  would  appear  thatt 
application  was  made  beforehand  to  both  of  these  individuals  to  induce  them 
to  take  some  part  in  the  projected  rebellion,  but  they  declined  to  join  in  so 
hazardous  an  attempt.  But  had  the  insurrection  met  with  any  temporary 
success^  it  is  deemed  probable  that  one  of  these  individuals  named  Soobrayoloo, 
who  has  on  several  occasions  addressed  petitions  to  your  Lordship,  would  have 
been  set  up  as  king. 

8.  Allusion  has  already  been  made  in  previous  despatches  to  the  part  which 
the  Dewe  or  Maha  Nilleme,  the  head  of  all  the  Kandian  chiefs,  and  whom  I 
have  before  described  as  the  only  remaining  survivor  of  those  chiefs  who 
signed  the  treaty  of  1815,  was  suspected  of  taking  in  the  present  movement. 
Altiiough  the  evidence  against  him  appeared  to  be  VCTy  strong,  he  was  not  put 
upon  his  trial  at  the  late  special  isessions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  because  the 
Queen  s  Advocate  doubted  whether  he  would  be  convicted  by  the  jury.  But  he 
was  held  to  bail,  to  appear  when  called  up<m  to  answer  any  charge  which  might 
be  brought  against  him  for  high  treason  within  six  months.  But  the  statement 
which  the  pretended  king  has  now  made,  tends  to  corroborate  so  completely 
the  evidence  which  was  previoudy  taken,  that  there  can  be  no  room  for  doubt 
that  this  very  influential  chief  was  deeply  implicated  in  the  getting  up  of  the 
late  rebellion.  He  has,  therefore,  been  again  taken  into  custody,  and  will,  I 
hox)e,  be  tried  before  the  Supreme  Court  at  the  ordinary  sessions  in  the  course 
of  iwxt  month.  Another  very  influential  chief^  who  appears  to  have  been  the 
principal  instigator  of  the  movement,  by  name  Golahella,  who  was  not  long 
^ce  dismissed  from  the  service  of  Government,  has  also  been  again  taken  into 
custody,  in  consequence  of  the  rebel  pretender's  statement. 

9.  Further  ramifications  of  this  wide-spread  conspiracy  are  rapidly  coming 
to  light,  and  tend  to  point  out  how  completely  the  designs  of  the  chiefs  had 
been  screened  from  the  eye  of  Grovemment,  and  how  long,  how  insidioudy,  and 
yet  how  forcibly,  the  hatred  of  British  rule,  or  perhaps  the  longing  for  the 
restoration  of  the  quasi-feudal  power  of  the  chiefs  had  smouldered  in  their 
hearts.  At  the  same  time  it  is  abundantly  evident  that  the  mass  of  the  people 
neither  understood  the  real  nature  of  the  designs  of  the  chiefs,  nor  willingly 
lent  themselves  to  their  development. 

10.  It  may  not  be  without  interest,  as  illustrative  of  some  of  the  features  of 
tJie  present  movement,  to  bring  to  your  Lordship's  notice,  that  a  petition  was 
addressed  to  Government  by  the  Kandian  chiefs,  shortly  after  the  abolition  of 
forced  labour  in  1832,  which  more  particularly  bore  upon  the  withdrawal  of 
those  honorary  distinctions  to  which  the  chiefe  had  always  been  attached,  and 
to  which  they  conceived  they  had  stiU  a  valid  claim  under  the  treaty  of  1815. 
They  already  foresaw  the  future  decline  of  their  authority,  and  showed  their 
dread  of  diminished  influence,  by  praying  that  their  country  might  not  be  in- 
corporated with  the  maritime  districts*  and  that  the  distinctions  and  titles  of 
adigars,  dissaves,  &c.,  might  not  be  abolished. 

1 1.  On  the  other  hand,  as  a  proof  that  the  legitimate  influence  of  the  chiefs 
and  headmen  in  the  service  of  Government  may  be  readily  and  advantageously 
directed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Government,  and  no  less  so  of  the  people,  whenever 
they  can  be  induced  to  employ  it  with  that  object,  it  is  deserving  of  notice  that 
the  people  are  at  this  moment  busily  and  cheerfully  occupied  of  their  own  free 
will,  and  without  either  remuneration  or  compulsion  on  the  part  of  Govem- 
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CEYLON.  ment,  in  repairing  and  opening  some  of  the  neglected  lines  of  road  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kandy  (the  Government  only  findmg  tools),  and  that  no  less 
than  300  men  have  been  for  a  short  time  employed  in  clearing  an  unfinished 
canal. 

12.  As  the  insurrection  in  the  Kandian  districts  may  now  be  considered  at 
an  end,  and  as  martial  law  has  ceased  to  have  effect^  I  propose  to  forward  to 
your  Lordship  in  another  Despatch,  an  ^itome  of  all  the  trials  by  courts- 
martial  for  offences  committed  during  the  existence  of  martial  law ;  and  I  shall 
at  the  same  time  transmit  for  your  Lordship's  information,  the  notes  of  evidence 
taken  by  the  Chief  Justice  during  the  trials  for  high  treason  at  the  special 
sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

13.  I  cannot  omit  to  take  advantage  of  the  present  opportunity  of  forwarding 
3. to  your  Lordship  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Lieut.- 

Colonel  Drought,  of  Her  Majesty's  16th  Regiment,  commandant  of  the  troops 
employed  in  the  Kandian  districts,  and  to  whom  have  been  entrusted  the  whole 
details  of  the  military  arrangements  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  to  whose 
energy,  activity,  sound  judgment,  and  zeal  for  the  public  good  must,  in  a  great 
measure,  be  attributed  the  successful  and  rapid  suppression  of  the  insurrection. 
Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  Colonel  Drought  does  full  justice  to  the  ex* 
cellent  spirit,  soldier-like  bearing,  and  admirable  discipline  for  which  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates  of  Her  Majesty's  forces  were 
alike  distinguished  throughout  the  whole  of  the  operations  which  have  termi- 
nated with  such  signal  success,  under  circumstances  of  considerable  privation 
and  exposure. 

14.  Appended  to  Colonel  Drought's  letter  is  likewise  an  account  of  the 
movements  of  the  rebel  pretender  from  the  commencement  of  the  insurrection 
until  his  ultimate  capture.  On  no  former  occasion,  during  the  many  previous 
attempts  at  rebellion,  has  the  real  pretender  been  captured ;  for  although  the  in- 
dividual at  present  in  custody  was  one  of  the  several  active  agents  who  were  tried 
and  acquitted  in  1843,*  he  was  only  one  of  those  to  whom  the  title  of  king  was 
then  casually  assigned,  in  order  to  screen  the  real  puppet  of  the  moment  among 
the  multiplicity  of  pretenders.  The  persevering  activity  and  incessant  watch** 
fulness  of  the  small  detachments  of  our  troops  on  the  present  occasion,  sufficed 
to  render  escape  impossible.  I  cannot  but  nope  that  what  has  now  occurred 
will  prove  to  be  the  final  effort  to  resist  Her  Migesty's  authority,  and  that  the 

.  peaceful  administration  of  the  Kandian  province  will  henceforth  be  as  distinctly 
assured  as  that  of  the  other  portions  of  this  colony. 

15.  In  conclusion,  my  Lord,  it  gives  me  no  less  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state, 
than  it  will  afford  to  your  Lordship  to  be  informed,  that  I  have  every  hope 
that  the  additional  expenditure  which  will  necessarily  have  been  incurred  on 
account  of  the  measures  taken  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  will  be  ulti- 
mately defrayed  without  in  any  way  calling  for  assistance  from  imperial  funds. 
To  the  government  of  Madras  my  best  thanks  are  due,  not  only  for  the  readi- 
ness and  energetic  spint  with  which  assistance  was  rendered  to  me  at  a  moment 
of  difficulty  with  almost  a  chivalrous  promptitude,  but  to  their  liberality  also 
this  Government  is  indebted,  that  they  are  not  prepared  to  make  any  greater 
demand  upon  the  resources  of  this  colony  for  the  expenditure  which  must  arise 
out  of  the  employment  for  local  purposes  of  the  detachments  of  Her  Majesty's 
25th  Regiment,  with  their  camp  followers  and  camp  equipage,  than  the  actual 
additional  charges  wliich  have  been  incurred  beyond  what  it  would  have  been 
necessary  for  them  to  defray  had  the  required  reinforcements  been  uninter- 
ruptedly retained  as  part  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  St.  George. 

I  have,  &c.. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 

*  See  Correspondence  on  the  Kandian  Rebellion  of  1843,  contained  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Paner, 
page  348. 
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CEVLON. 


In  the  name  of  Her  Majesty  Victoria,  of  the   United  Kingdom   of  Great  Britain  and    Kncl.  l  in  No.  ZS. 
irehmd,  Queen,  Defender  of  the  Faith. 

Proclamation 

By  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  Viscount  Torrington,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the 
Order  of  Ernestine  of  Si«ony»  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  the  British 
Settlements  and  Territories  in  the  Island  of  Ceylon,  with  the  Dependencies  thereof. 

TORRIKGTON. 

Whereas  by  our  Proclamations  bearing  date  respectively  at  Colombo  the  29lh  and 
31st  days  of  July,  184S,  for  the  reasons  therein  set  forth,  we  did  proclaim  and  declare  the 
districts  of  Kandy  and  Kurnegalle  to  be  in  a  disturbed  state,  and  that  from  and  after  the 
publication  in  the  said  districts  respectively  of  our  said  respective  Proclamations,  martial  law 
should  be  in  force  within  the  said  districts  until  further  orders.  And  whereas  the  measures 
which  have  been  taken  for  suppressing  the  rebellion  in  the  said  Proclamation  mentioned,  have 
been  happily  attended  with  the  most  complete  success,  so  that  public  tranquillity  has  been 
restored,  and  there  is  no  longer  occasion  for  the  continuance  within  the  said  districts  of  martial 
law.  Now  therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  and  authorities  in  us  vested,  we  do  hereby  make 
known  and  declare,  that  martial  law  shall  wholly  cease  to  be  in  or  have  force  and  effect  within 
the  said  districts  of  Kandy  and  Kurnegalle  on  and  from  the  10th  day  of  this  present  month  of 
October.  And  we  do  hereby  call  upon  those  inhabitants,  who  through  fear  of  violence  from 
the  persons  concerned  in  the  said  rebellion  have  quitted  their  villages,  to  return  to  their 
respective  homes,  and  to  resume  their  usual  occupations,  assuring  them  that  the  most  effectual 
measures  have  been  taken  for  securing  the  permanent  peace  of  the  country,  and  for  the  pro- 
tection of  all  Her  Majesty *s  faithful  subjects  in  this  island. 

Given  at  Colombo,  this  fourth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight. 

By  His  Excellency's  command, 

W.  C.  Gibson,  Asst.  Col.  Sec. 

God  save  the  Queen  ! 
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Mt  Lord,  Kandy,  October  12,  1848. 

The  restoration  of  perfect  tranquillity  and  confidence  throughout  Ceylon  after  a  rebeU 
lion,  which  for  a  time. threatened  the  country  with  the  most  disastrous  consequences,  the  capture 
of  the  pretender  king,  and  the  removal  of  martial  law,  enable  me  to  congratulate  your  Ex- 
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CETLON.         cellency  on  the  happy  termination  of  events ;  in  doing  which  I  have  to  request  you  will  accept 
"■ — '  n^  best  thanks  for  the  TuU  confidence  you  were  pleased  to  place  in  me,  and  for  the  support  I 

experienced  From  you  throughout,  in  the  responsible  and  arduous  duties  of  my  command.  To 
your  Excellency's  prompt,  energetic,  and  admirable  arrangements  on  the  first  moment  of  hearing 
of  the  outbreak,  together  with  our  eariy  and  complete  success  over  the  insurgents  on  each 
occasion,  thus  crashing  the  rebellion  in  the  bud,  may  be  attributed  these  happy  results. 

It  is  to  me  a  inost  gratifying  duty  to  bring  under  your  Excelleaey  s  notioe  the  admirable 
conduct  of  the  entire  d^tbe  troops  serving  under  my  immediate  orders  in  thr  Kandiaa  provinces 
diroughout  the  late  operations,  each  oflScer  vying  one  with  the  other  as  to  who  could  make 
himsdf  most  useful.  Tiie  cheerful  willingness  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  was 
conspicuous. 

I  cannot  well  express  how  thankful  I  feel  that  no  losses  were  sustained,  and  that  the  troops 
enjoyed  uninterrupted  health  from  the  commencement  up  to  the  present  hour.  A  gratifying 
reflection  also  to  me,  and  what  few  can  under  similar  circumstances  boast  of,  is,  that  during 
the  entire  period  tliat  the  troops  have  been  actively  employed  (at  times  with  fourteen  detach- 
ments moving  through  the  country),  there  were  but  two  instances  of  breach  of  (fisciplrne  which 
were  instantly  disposed  of  by  courts  martial ;  nor  have  there  been  excesses  of  any  kind  or  any 
acts  of  ill  treatment  towards  the  native  population  by  the  troons.  To  these  points  I  have  the 
greatest  satisfaction  in  referring,  knowing  how  much  your  Excellency  is  interested  m  thw  subject, 
and  I  am  also  happy  at  being  able  to  say,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  after  the  few  first 
days  of  the  rebellion,  as  confidence  be?an  to  be  restored,  trade  and  traffic  of  all  kinds  went  on 
as  usual ;  every  protection  that  I  could  command  was  given  to  all  who  were  willing  to  proceed 
on  their  lawful  pursuits. 

I  have  good  reason  to  be  proud,  and  feel  more  than  satisfied^  being  fully  convinced  that  no 
one  could  have  received  more  cordial  support  than  I  have  experienced  not  only  from  all  those 
under  my  command,  but  from  the  gentry  and  all  the  respectable  inhabitants  of  Kandy  and 
the  surrounding  neighbourhood^  who  came  forward  and  placed  their  services  at  my  disposal. 
I  shall  take  the  liberty  on  an  early  occasion  of  bringing  under  your  Excellency's  notice,  the 
names  of  some  who  have  rendered  good  services  to  the  Government. 

I  am  using  every  exertion  in  my  power  to  complete  all  returns  of  sequestered  property,  so  as 
to  furnish  you  with  the  final  settlement  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  overland  mail;  although 
I  much  fear  I  may  not  succeed  in  doing  so,  as  the  progress  of  restoring  the  property  is  tedious, 
in  consequence  of  my  not  being  able  to  ascertain,  until  after  the  closing  of  the  supreme  court 
and  the  courts-martial,  what  parties  were  and  what  were  not  entitled  to  be  reinstated  in  their 
property,  and  the  list  of  prisoners  discharged  by  the  supreme  court  now  proves  very  numerous. 
Although  the  work  may  not  be  finished  so  soon  as  I  could  wish,  still  I  trust  and  hope  that 
when  completed  it  will  be  found  to  have  been -done  with  oare,  and  prove  satisfactory.  The 
moment  I  receive  them  from  the  several  districts,  I  shall  examine  and  despatch  them  to  yonr 
Excellency. 

I  have  the  honour  to  append  to  this  letter  an  epitome  of  the  pretender  king's  career,  which 
is  the  most  authentic  I  have  been  able  to  procure,  with  a  faithful  account  of  his  capture. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  T.  A.  Drought, 

Lieirt.-Col.  15th  Regiment, 
Conraianding  the  Troops  in  the  Kandian  Provinces. 


I  here  give  the  following  epitome  of  the  pretender's  career  and  capture,  which  may  be 
interesting. 

Gonegallegodde  Banda,  the  pretender,  is  stated  to  be  a  descendant  of  Rajah  Singha,  kii^  of 
Kandy  ;  but  there  appears  to  be  no  real  foundation  for  it,  as  he  is  believed  to  be  a  low-country 
Sirighalese,  whereas  the  kings  of  Kandy  were  of  Malabar  descent,  hot  his  mother  is  said  to  be 
a  Kandian  iiioman.  He  has  figured  in  two  former  rebellions,  and  was  tried  for  high  treason 
at  Badulla  in  1843,  by  the  dbtrict  court  and  acquitted;  previous  to  the  present  occasion  he 
was  residing  in  the  house  of  one  Dotta  pulla  Pihemarale  with  his  wife,  and  acting  as  a  wederala 
or  doctor ;  he  was  in  Kandy  five  days  previous  to  the  assemblage  of  persons  on  the  6tb  Julv 
to  protest  against  the  taxes,  and  was  the  chief  leader  of  the  people ;  he  lived  while  in  Kandy 
at  the  temple  called  Dallkda  Maligawa,  whose  priests  provided  him  with  food ;  when  the 
crowd  of  people  left  Kandy,  he  remained  one  day  in  a  jungle  called  Danha  Golla,  and 
received  the  homage  of  the  Kandtans  as  their  king.  From  this  place  he  proceeded  to  Dambool, 
where  he  remained  in  the  forest  Gollahella  Ratemahatmeya  sent  armed  men  te  him  at  this 
place,  who  escorted  the  pretender  to  a  cave  in  a  portion  of  the  forest  Dahe  Yatte  M adda 
Gallinna,  to  await  the  arrival  of  more  men  ;  upwards  of  400  of  the  Maha  Nilleme's  followers, 
well  armed  and  carrying  provisions,  joined  the  pretender  at  this  place.  On  Tuesday,  25th  July, 
Paldema  Aratchy  came,  when  Ingura  Watte  Banda  wrote  an  ola  by  order  of  the  pretender  to 
Gollahella  Ratemahatmeya  desiring  him  to  state  why  he  had  not  sent  the  cloths  for  his  use,  as 
he  had  sent  all  the  other  things;  an  answer  was  sent  the  next  day  with  various  articles  for  the 
pretender's  use,  stating  they  were  for  my  "  lord  and  king,  until  such  time  as  you  pass  Ballacadua, 
where  I  shall  join  you  with  the  Maha  Nillerae  and  cloths  for  five  kings;"  the  day  after 
(Wednesday)  the  pretender  canie  with  his  armed  followers  to  Dambool  Vehara,  and  at  half- 
past  11  A.M.  was  invested  with  the  sword  of  state  and  proclaimed  king  of  Kandy.  The  next 
morning  the  whole  force  proceeded  to  Selleman  Galla  to  fire  volleys  and  make  rejoicings  where 
a  palankeen  was  brought^  and  the  pretender  and  followers  proceeded  on  to  Pallapiitwelle 
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where  Aey  remained  that  night.     On  Friday  the  pretender  cane  to  Wariapulle,  where  the         CTYIOIL 

palankeen  was  deposited,  but  he  left  during  the  nignt,  and  with  four  of  his  followers  went  to 

the  house  of  EttepuUa  Banda  in  Doomborka  Owelle,  leaving  the  charge  of  his   army  to 

I^alluweare  Wongodde  Samy,  his  prime  minister  (now  residing  at  Dambool).     After  the 

affray  at  Wariapulle  on  Saturday  rooming  the  pretender  with  a  few  followers  went  to  Eleadua 

Jungle  (to  the  very  spot  where  he  was  afterwards  secured) ,  and  renained  t^re  until  Sunday, 

when  he  received  an  ola  and  some  prortsions  from  Dtilledewe  Haha  JKilleme,  and  immediately 

left  for  Kumegalle,  where  he  arrived  in  time  to  lead  on  the  second  attack  alon^  wkh  Berker 

Aratchy  (one  of  the  four  men  last  tried  and  executed  at  Matelle).     Being  there  defeated  alsQr 

he  made  for  Dambool^  but  was  prevented  by  some  cause  or  other,  whea  be  entered  the  forest  of 

Maddaoelputfa,  where  he  remained  some  time  closely  watched  and  pursued  by  the  several 

detachments  sent  in  search  of  him,  but  upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  l>ambool  an 

opening  was  made  for  him,  which  he  took  advantage  Cff^  and  wae  on  his  way  ta  join  his  old 

adherents  in  Doombera  and  Hangrankettee,  when  he  was  seiaed  in  the  cave. 

On  the  21st  September,  the  pretOMler  king  ivas  taken  oa  the  tnfornetiofi  given  by  a  man 
who  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  turn  bi&  curry  and  rice,  and  who  at  last  became  so  moch  alarmed 
for  his  own  sa&ty,  that  he  came  to  Captain  Watson  and  informed  him  that  he  would  show 
him  where  the  king  was,  provided  he  would  give  him  assistance,  but  that  no  European  could 
be  of  the  party.  Captain  Watson  sent  six  Sf  alay  soldiers  dressed  as  natives,  two  modeliers, 
and  a  headman  with  the  guide :  the  party  left  Matelle  so  as  to  arrive  at  the  place  of  eonceal- 
ment  just  at  dark,  which  was  his  feeding  time  :  the  guide  went  in  first  and  took  him  hie  curry 
and  rice  as  ii^ual;  the  Malays  crept  in  afterwards,  and  when  in  the  middle  of  his  meal  they 
seized  him ;  he  struck  and  struggled  with  effect  and  got  up  on  the  side  of  the  rock,  but  was 
soon  pulled  down,  thrown  on  the  ground,  bound  and  conducted  into  Matelle  at  nine  o*clock  the 
same  night.  The  cave  in  which  he  was,  is  described  to  be  in  a  very  large  rock,  situated  in  a 
very  thick  jungle  about  eight  miles  from  Matelle,  leading  to  the  Elkadua  district,  so  high  as 
te  command  a  view  of  the  surrounding  country.  There  was  only  one  follower  with  the  king  at 
the  time  of  his  being  captured,  and  he  was  stationed  on  tlie  top  of  the  rock  to  keep  wateb;  it  is 
jntppoeed  that  he  nrast  have  fallen  aisleep,.  and  was  awoke  by  the  noise  occasioned  by  the  kiag^s 
arrest,  and  then  made  his  escape.  The  pretender  bad  a  worn  and  jaded  appearance,  from  me 
harassing  he  had  experienced  from  the  several  detachments  in  pursuit  of  him. 

Since  nis  capture  he  has  had  every  opportusity  given  him  to  make  a  voluntary  statement,^ 
but  he  says  little  or  nothing  of  himself;  and  the  two  headmen  he  mentions  are  the  most  influ- 
ential men  in  the  Kandianprorinces.  He  denies  in  toto  being  elected  king  by  the  priests,  or  that 
tbey  performed  the  Perit  or  any  other  eeremoBy  when  be  wasiAde  king  at  Dambool ;  although 
die  priests  have,  since  his  capture^  been  confronted  with  hm^  and  swear  to  his  being  the 
identical  person  who  was  crowned  at  Dafi«bool.  His  statement  soes  on  to  implicate  innumer- 
able headhnen  throughout  the  country,  which  can  only  prove  valuable  if  supported  by  corro*- 
borating  evidence;  however,  from  what  has  come  out  before  the  courts-martial  and  the 
Supreme  Court,  his  account  tends  to  establish  a  fact  of  which  I  have  had  but  little  doubt  ever 
since  the  6th  July  last,  that  almost  all  the  headmen,  chiefs,  and  priests>  were  die  originators  of 
this  movement,  and  that  the  new  taxes  had  very  little  to  do  with  it  beyond  being  a  good  pretext 
for  urging  on  the  people,  who,  as  a  body,  I  do*  not  think  were  aho^etber  wilfai^  to  encounter 
the  consequences  of  rebellion,  but  were  worked  cm  by  superstition  and  the  infltienee  of  the 

Sriests,  and  driven  by  the  despotic  control  which  unfortunately  those  chiefs  possess,  who 
ecidedly  bear  a  most  inveterate  and  hostile  feeling  to  British  rule. 
Description  of  the  pretender  Gonegallegodde  oanda,  otherwise  Alluemlena  Banda,  other- 
wise Denees,  now  in  the  gaol  of  Kandy,  and  committed  for  trial  before  the  Supreme  Court : — 
height  5  feet  5^  inches,  complexion  light  brown^  eyes  haiel,  haix  dark  brown,  heard  and 
mustaches  dark  brown ;  marks,  slight  scar  over  the  left  temple,  age  40,  well  proportioned  and 
inleyigent  countenance. 

(Signed)  T.  A.  Dbgu^ht, 

Lieut. -Col.  15th  Regiment  Commandant 


(No.  185.)  No.  37.  No.  37. 

Copt  ef  a  DESPATCH  from  tlie  Ri^  Hen.  VisGOunt  Touungton  to 

Earl  GasT. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo, 
October  14,  1848. 

My  Lord,  {Received  November  24,  1848.) 

The  operation  of  martial  law  in  the  disturbed  portions  of  the  Kandian 
districts  having  now  ceased,  as  reported  in  my  Despatch  No.  184,*  by  this;  mail, 
and  the  state  trials  before  the  special  sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  held  at  *  Page  236. 
Kandy,  having  likewise  been  brought  to  a  close,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  trans- 
mit to  your  Lordship,  without  delay,  the  general  results  of  the  trials  held  before 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  likewise  of  those  held  before  the  courts-martial,  which 
were  assembled  at  Kandy.  Matelle,  Dambool,  and  Kumegalle,  under  the  operas 
tion  of  martial  law. 

2.  Thirty-four  prisoners  were  put  upon  their  trial  before  the  Supreme  Court 
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CKYLON.  presided  over  by  the  Chief  Justice,  of  whom  17  were  acquitted,  and  17  were 
convicted  of  high  treason.  Of  the  latter,  the  geater  part  were  recommended 
for  mercy  by  the  jury,  and  to  that  recommendation  the  Chief  Justice  added  his 
own,  that  the  individuals  named  by  the  jury  should  be  transported  for  14  years, 
and  those  not  so  recommended  for  the  period  of  their  natural  lives. 

3.  Having  submitted  to  my  Executive  Council  the  letter  from  Sir  Anthony 

1. Oliphant,  conveying  these  recommendations,  together  with  the  notes  of  evi- 

2.  dence  transmitted  by  him,  I  addi-essed  to  him  the  reply  which  I  now  enclose, 

J  in  which  I  deemed  it  right  to  state  to  him,  that  I  felt  it  necessary  to  adopt  the 

' recommendation  which  he  had  made,  and  which  went  even  further  than  that 

of  the  jury ;  I  had  felt  embarrassed  by  the  imusual  publicity  given  by  him  to 
that  recommendation,  before  it  had  even  been  officially  laid  before  me. 

4.  Of  the  remaining  prisoners  who  were  not  liable  to  be  tried  by  courta- 
martial,  40  were  discharged  on  bail,  and  nearly  200  were  finally  discharged 
without  bail.  There  are  still  39  remaining  in  gaol  to  be  tried  at  the  ordinary 
sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  will  be  held  at  Kandy  in  the  middle  of 

4.  the  ensuing  month. 

■  5.  I  likewise  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  complete  returns  of  all  the  trials 

held  before  courts  martial  in  the  four  places  already  mentioned,  during  the 

5,  existence  of  martial  law,  between  the  29th  July  and  the  10th  October,  1848. 

6.  From  the  summary  of  these  trials,  which  is  also  transmitted  herewith,  it 
will  appear  that  28  individuals  have  been  condemned  to  transportation  for  dif- 
ferent periods,  18  have  been  condemned  to  death,  and  66  have  oeen  condemned 
to  various  lighter  grades  of  punishment. 

7.  The  eflTect  of  these  energetic  measures  during  a  period  of  imusual  excite- 
ment, and  when  more  than  common  temptation  was  held  out  to  plunderers  and 
marauders,  urged  on  by  felons  who  had  been  let  loose  out  of  the  gaols  at  Kur- 
negalle  and  Matelle,  was  soon  found  sufficient  to  restore  tranquillity. 

8.  I  feel  persuaded  that  if  martial  law  had  not  been  proclaimed  at  the  outset, 
and  a  wholesome  fear  instilled  into  the  minds  of  the  evil*disposed,  while  encou- 
ragement and  protection  were  at  the  same  time  held  out  to  the  peaceable  and 
industrious  portion  of  the  inhabitants,  there  would  have  resulted  from  the  social 
disorganization  which  would  have  ensued  the  most  lawless  system  of  plundering 
and  violence,  the  Indian  coolies  would  have  been  driven  away  or  deterred  alto- 
gether from  coming  to  gather  in  the  crops,  and  the  ruin  of  the  coffee  planta- 
tions and  their  proprietors  would  have  been  inevitable.  The  crisis  was  one  of 
those  in  which  hesitation  or  doubtful  measures  would  have  been  profitless  or 
inexcusable,  and  I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  attributing  to  the  military  autho- 
rities the  utmost  desire  to  temper  justice  with  mercy ,  and  I  am  fully  convinced 
that  a  stern  sense  of  duty,  under  very  trying  circumstances,  compelled  them  to 
adopt  those  vigorous  measures  which  could  alone  lead  to  the  tranquillization  of 
the  country,  and  the  general  security  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  Kandiaa 
province. 

9.  The  good  result  is  already  strikingly  apparent  in  the  present  peacefulness 
of  all  parts  of  the  colony ;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  coolies  are  again 
coming  over  for  the  crop  season,  and  that  confidence  and  industry  are  rapidly 
resuming  the  ordinary  signs  of  their  development 

10.  I  have  only  further  to  add,  that  through  the  valuable  assistance  of  Com- 
mander Wilcox,  of  Her  M^yesty's  steam  sloop  "  Fury,**  the  prisoners  con- 
demned to  transportation  were  carried  to  Malacca  without  any  delay,  having 
embarked  at  this  port  on  the  29th  ultimo. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey.  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.         &c.         &c. 


'End.  1  in  No.  37.  Enclosure  1  in  No.  37. 

My  Lord,  Colombo,  September  23,  1848. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  notes  of  the  evidence,  sentence  of  the  Court, 
recommendation  to  mercy  by  the  jury,  and  certain  petitions,  in  the  case  of  the  Queen  o.  Peucle- 
bodde  Kuralle  and  others,  and  marked  No.  2. 

Also  notes  of  the  evidence,  sentence  of  the  Court,  and  recommendation  to  mercy  by  the  jury, 
in  the  case  of  the  Queen  v.  Tunamalua  Uckooa  Banda  Karale  and  another,  marked  No.  o. 

Also  notes  of  the  evidence,  sentence  of  the  Court,  recommendation  .to  mercy  by  the  jury» 
and  certain  petitions  in  the  case  of  the  Queen  v.  Kandapulle  Banda  and  others,  and  marked 
No.  4. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OF  CEYLON.  243 

Also  notes  of  the  evidence,  sentence  of  the  Court,  and  recommendation  to  mercy  by  the  jury,         CEYLON, 
in  the  case  of  the  Queen  v.  Wijayasoondere  Mudianselay  Appoohamy  and  others,  and  marked  *""~ 

No.  5.     All  cases  of  high  treason  tried  by  me  at  the  sessions  lately  holden  at  Kandy  for  the 
special  purpose  of  trying  persons  implicated  in  the  late  rebelUon. 

I  have  to  report  to  your  Excellency  that  the  several  convictions  in  the  said  cases,  respectively, 
were  obtained  in  due  course  of  law.  I  have  also  to  state  that  I  recommend  as  fit  and  proper 
objects  for  your  Exceliency*s  clemency,  as  far  as  regards  the  punishment  of  death,  not  only  all 
the  persons  recommended  by  the  jury  for  the  reasons  given  by  them»  but  also  all  the  prisoners 
who  have  been  found  guilty. 

The  most  culpable  of  these  appear  to  me  to  be  Penelebodde  Keerale,  Warapitia  EttapoUa 
Banda,  Kandapulle  Banda,  Wannenayeke  Mudianselagey  Punchiralle,  Wijaysoondere  Mu- 
dianselay Appoohamy,  and  KolambulamuUe  Mohattelay  Appoohamy ;  and  under  different 
circumstances,  I  should  have  recommended  your  Excellency  to  have  executed  such  three  or  four 
of  those  last  mentioned  as  should,  after  minute  investigation  into  their  respective  cases  by  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown,  have  appeared  to  have  been  most  guilty.  To  have  carried  out  the 
last  penalty  of  the  law  against  these  would  have  been  necessary  for  the  vindication  of  justice, 
order,  and  good  government,  and  for  an  example  to  others.  But  I  find  that  that  example  has 
been  already  made.  I  learn  that  some  20  persons  have  been  already  shot  for  their  share  in 
this  rebellion  by  the  courts  martial ;  I  therefore  think,  when  it  is  considered  that  no  one  Euro- 
pean has  been  put  to  death — that  one  soldier  only  has  been  wounded  by  the  rebels^  that  no 
persons  have  appeared  in  warlike  array  against  the  troops  since  the  outbreaks  at  Matelle  and 
Kurneealle,  that  the  blood  which  has  been  already  spilt  is  sufficient  for  all  purposes,  whether 
of  vindication  of  the  law  or  for  example. 

I  advise  that  the  prisoners  last  above-mentioned  be  transported  for  \\(e,  that  the  others  not 
recommended  to  mercy  by  the  jury  be  transported  for  14  years,  and  that  those  who  have  been 
recommended  be  imprisoned  and  kept  to  hard  labour  for  such  short  periods  as  after  consider- 
ation with  the  Crown  lawyers  may  be  deemed  due  to  them  respectively. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  A.  Oliphant,  C.  J. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  37.  ^"wjl.  2  in  No.  37. 

In  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Island  of  Ceylon  (Criminal  Jurisdiction). 

.    Midland  Circuit, )    The   Quebn    v.    Penelebodde   Keerale   and  others  for  High 
Kandy,  1848,  /        Treason. 

Kandt,  the  Eighteenth  day  of  September,  One  thousand  Eight  hundred  and  Forty- 
eight.  On  this  libel  of  accusation  the  sentence  of  the  Court  pronounced  and  published  this 
day  is,  that  Pennelebodde  Keerale,  Warrapittia  Ettepolle  Banda,  Uddapma  Kiri  Banda 
Aratchille,  Dombewellegedere  Banderalle,  Baddelgedere  Appoowa,  Owelle  Punchirale,  and 
Angunawelle  Banda,  be  taken  from  hence  to  the  common  gaol  of  Kandy,  and  from  thence  to 
the  usual  place  of  execution  within  the  district  of  Kandy,  or  such  other  place  within  the 
Kandyan  province,  as  his  Excellency  the  Governor  may  appoint,  and  that  there  on  l\iesday, 
the  twenty-fourth  day  of  October  next,  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  three  of  the  same  day, 
they  be  hanged  by  the  neck  until  they  be  dead. 

(Signed)  Charles  Beling,  Registrar. 


The  Queen 
verstis 

1.  Penelebodde  Keerale. 

2.  Warapittia  EttepoUa  Banda. 

3.  Uddagama  Kiri  Banda  Aratchille. 

4.  Ammoonegamma  Abeykoon  Wallawe  Gabede  Nilleme. 

5.  NeerapoUe  Ukkoo  Banda. 

6.  Rambokwelle  Siam  Banda. 

7.  Dombewellegedere  Banderalle.  \ 

8.  Badelgedere  Appooa.  2 

9.  Waderaleygedera  Kahra. 

10.  Owelle  Punchirale. 

11.  Angunawelle  Banda. 

12.  Dombe  RoUe  Lekum. 

For  High  Treason : — All  plead  not  guilty.  Uckoon  Banda ;  lives  at  Rulangamona.  A 
month  and  12  days  aso  I  heard  that  rebels  were  coming,  and  that  they  had  a  king  with  them. 
I  had  an  order,  and  merefore  went  to  the  Fort  at  Matelle.  I  hold  office  as  Aratchyla,  and  I 
received  an  order  from  Mr.  Waring,  Maha  Nilleme,  and  the  superintendent  of  police,  to  be  in 
attendance  at  Matelle,  and  to  watch  there.  I  went  to  Matelle ;  rebels  came ;  it  was  on  a 
Friday  in  July,  about  28th.  I  saw  rebels  first  at  the  Fort.  Palapatwelle  is  about  four  miles 
from  Matelle.    Did  not  see  the  rebels  before  they  entered  the  town ;  there  were  about  4000 
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CKTLON.  or  5000  people;  they  were  beating  tom-toms  and  blowing  trumpets;  they  had  guns  and 

swords ;  t  ne  crowd  said  a  king  was  among  the  rebels ;  the  crowd  said  they  were  coming  to 
make  a  rebellion.  I  saw  the  crowd  go  in  the  direction  of  Wariapolo.  I  know  Pana^amma 
Pansella.  I  saw  sixth  prisoner  in  Matelle,  he  was  with  the  rebels ;  I  did  not  see  him  do  any- 
thing standing  with  them  in  Matelle ;  he  had  nothing  in  his  hand.  Sixth  prisoner  remained 
in  Matellcy  and  did  not  go  with  the  rebels.  I,  sixth  prisoned,  and  several  others  remained  to 
take  care  of  our  respective  houses.  I  was  at  Matelle  before  the  rebels  came,  sixth  prisoner 
was  also  at  Matelle  before  the  rebels  came,  he  is  of  the  same  village  with  me.  Ramhowkwelle 
is  sixth  prisoner's  village,  it  is  about  14  miles  from  Matelle,  it  is  in  Doombera.  Sixth  prisoner 
went  to  Matelle  with  me,  he  accompanied  me  from  my  village,  he  resides  there ;  he  is  not 
married  to  any  of  my  relations.  The  commandant  examinea  me  at  Matelle ;  I  have  never 
been  examinea  by  anybody  touching  the  entry  of  the  rebels  into  Matelle.  I  never  told  any 
one  that  I  had  seen  the^king  go  into  Matelle  with  the  rebels.  Sixth  prisoner  has  been  living 
for  the  last  six  months  near  the  secretary's  house  in  Matelle;  I  mean  the  sixth  prisoner 
remained  to  take  care  of  his  house  in  Matelle.  I  remained  to  take  care  of  my  house,  which 
is  a  mile  from  Matelle.  Sixth  prisoner  did  not  do  anything  to  my  knowledge  in  co-operation 
with  the  rebels. 

Ramhowkwelle  is  sixth  prisoner's  native  village,  not  his  residence.  Pusumba  lives  al 
Makiliona,  distant  from  Palapatwella  five  miles.  I  was  taken  there  by  some  persons,  it  i» 
about  two  months  ago,  it  was  on  a  Friday  morning,  an  Aratchy  and  a  messenger  of  the  villaee 
Dungeria.  I  saw  a  multitude  of  people  at  Palapatwelle,  they  were  armed  with  guns,  swonls^ 
bells,  and  axes;  800  and  upwards.  1  saw  a  palanquin  there,  I  concluded  there  was  somebody 
in  it ;  the  people  were  saving  the  king  was  going  to  Kandy  to  make  war,  and  it  was  for  that 
purpose  they  were  assembled  there;  the  crowd  said  there  was  some  English  people  there,  and 
then  the  people  went  forward,  this  was  about  eight  in  the  morning ;  the  English  gentleman 
went  back  immediately,  the  people  pursued  him,  but  I  did  not  see  him.  Then  we  began  to 
march  towards  Matelle  with  drums,  tom-toms,  and  trumpets;  I  was  in  the  advance  with  about 
400  or  500  people.  We  left  Palapatwella  at  about  12  o'clock;  we  came  past  the  town  of 
Matelle,  and  stopped  at  the  bridge ;  then  I  heard  a  great  noise  in  the  town  of  Matelle  like 
the  noise  of  breaking  doors.  I  remained  that  night  at  the  foot  of  the  jack  tree^^  near  the 
Wariapola  estate ;  I  was  stationed  there  as  a  watch  by  three  Aratchyles,  who  remained  there 
also  with  swords ;  Penelabodde  Wariapola  and  Kotagedera  were  the  men ;  the  king  I  under- 
stood to  remain  at  the  Wariapola  Bungalow.  The  chiefs  of  that  multitude  said  they  were 
going  to  enter  Kandy  to  make  war;  the  guns  were  to  fire:  the  chiefs  said  they  had  orders 
from  the  kin£  to  fire.  On  Saturday  troops  came  from  the  Kandy  direction.  The  three  A  ratchies 
and  the  12 low  countrymen  ran  away;  about  18  of  us  came  forward  and  surrendered  our* 
selves  to  the  troops.  I  saw  the  three  nrst  prisoners  coming  with  the  rebdis  to  Palapatwella ; 
second  prisoner  was  coming  with  others  on  each  side  of  the  king's  palanquin ;  third  was  armed 
with  a  sword ;  all  who  were  of  chiefs*  families  were  armed  with  a  sword,  and  he  accompanied 
the  palanquin.  I  saw  the  eleventh  prisoner  with  a  sword  or  a  dagger  marching  from  Palapat* 
wella.  I  also  saw  him  at  Wariapola  at  the  jack  tree.  The  eighth  prisener  is  one  of  the  men 
who  was  stationed  at  the  jack  tree  with  me.  Seventh  and  ninth  were  at  Palapatwella,  going 
with  the  rebels ;  the  first  was  one  of  those  who  placed  me  at  the  jack  tree ;  he  went  to  the 
estate  where  the  king  was*  desiring  us  to  remain  as  a  guard.  I  have  been  brought  from  the 
gaol  this  morning ;  have  been  there  (or  two  months.  I  cannot  name  a  single  person  who  said 
they  were  going  to  war  to  Kandy.  I  was  taken  by  force  at  night  when  I  was  at  home,  as 
many  others  were.  I  was  told  that  if  I  did  not  go  they  would  put  me  to  death,  and  hand  me 
over  to  Rodiahs,  and  that  all  I  possessed  would  be  taken  from  me.  I  understood  from  many 
R.  E.  people  in  the  crowd  that  they  were  treated  in  the  same  way.     The  late  Aratchy  of  Ordagame 

threatened  me.  Aratchies  said  to  the  people  on  guard,  that  if  they  do  not  keep  good  watch 
they  would  be  hung.  The  eighth  was  on  guard  wim  me  then.  Wariapola  Aratchy  said  that, 
and  first  prisoner  was  present  with  Wariapola  Aratchy  when  he  said  so ;  the  first  prisoner  and 
the  other  Aratchies  I  have  mentioned  were  not  on  guard  with  us,  but  they  visiteil  our  guard; 
but  one  or  other  of  these  Aratchies  was  always  with  us  as  our  commander.  I  do  not  know 
whether  eighth  prisoner  joined  the  rebels  voluntarily,  or  was  taken.  For  34  years  no  English 
gentleman  has  been  to  our  division  on  duty ;  the  Gang  Aratchy,  who  receives  orders  from  the 
Katamehatmeya  through  the  Korale,  reads  to  us  the  Government  orders.  I  do  not  know  what 
an  ordinance  is,  nor  a  proclamation  ;  the  Gang  Aratchy  collects  the  people  in  an  open  place, 
and  reads  and  explains.  Eighth  had  a  gun^  which  he  said  he  had  got  from  the  king,  that  it 
was  given  to  him  as  he  was  arrested ;  cannot  say  whether  seventh  and  ninth  were  armed. 

Madawelle  Ookoralle, — Lives  at  Madawella.  I  was  taken  to  Palapatwella  about  two 
months  ago,  on  a  Thursday;  the  first  thing  I  heard  was  the  beating  of  tom-toms  and  a  great 
noise,  so  I  kept  a  little  way  from  my  house ;  two  hours  before  sunset,  Leenadora,  two  other 
Aratchies,  and  first  prisoner,  came  to  my  house,  and  seven  or  eight  people  with  him,  and 
they  said,  that  three  days  before  I  had  been  ordered  to  go  to  Palapatwella,  and  that  now  I 
must  go.  I  tried  to  excuse  myself»  but  Leenadora  caught  me  by  the  hair  and  said  I  must  go. 
Then  I  was  desired  to  take  a  weapon ;  I  had  none.  I  accompanied  them,  and  carried  five 
clubs  as  desired;  we  went  to  Palapatwella,  it  was  dark;  a  great  mob  and  the  king  was  in 
the  field,  and  two  others  stood  on  the  watch  apart  between  3000  and  4000  people.  Some 
had  guns  and  swords,  bills  and  axes,  and  sticks;  there  were  two  palanquins  in  one  of 
them,  it  was  said,  there  was  a  king,  and  a  Malabar  was  near  making  some  inquiry.  The 
people  all  said  it  was  the  king.  Petty  headmen  were  moving  about  saying,  that  nobody 
should  move,  or  else  they  would  lose  their  lives  and  be  given   to  the  Rodiahs.     I  speak  <m 
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Aratchies  and  such  persons,  as  I  understood  were  aq^^pointed  Lakams  by  the  king.     The         CEYLON. 

people  said,  they  were  going  to  take  Matelle ;  they  went  there  next  day  about   12.     The 

palanquins  were  taken  also,  and  1  went :  I  was  in  the  rean     I  heard  a  great  noise  like  guns 

firing  as  I  was  standing  near  Matelle,  and  like  striking  on  doors.     Half-an-hour  aller  I  saw 

peofMe  that  had  b&en  in  advanee  returning  with  bundles  of  property,  and  going  to  their  villages, 

and  I  was  informed  that  the  king  and  gone  to  Pamogame  Pansila :  about  five  hours  afler 

beating  of  the  tom-toms  ceased ;  some  headmen  eame  and  said,  you  need  not  remain  here 

longer  as  the  king  b  to  proeeed  to  Wariapolla.     I  went  to  WariapoUa,  and  thus  passed 

Matelle ;  it  was  M  destroyed,  and  all  the  papers  and  ^%S9»  scattered  about  and  destroyed. 

They  then  proceeded  in  a  line  like  black  ants  to  WariapoUa.    I  followed.    I  was  desired  to  wait 

ast  a  jack  tree  by  an  Aratchy  as  a  guard ;  alao  150  or  200  more ;  they  had  arms ;  we  stopped 

there  tliat  night ;  the  king  went  to  WariapoUa  Bungalow,  the  chiefs  told  us  so  early  next 

morning;   two  low-country  men  told  us  that  the   Government  Agents   Superintendent  of 

Police,  and  others,  were  coming  from  Kandy ;  the  Aratchies  ran  away.     Government  Agent 

came  up ;  some  of  our  people  there  consulted,  saying,  it  is  of  no  use  our  running  away,  we 

cannot  escape,  let  us  surrender ;  about  18  did  thb  to  the  Government  Agent's  interpreter  and 

others;  there  were  English  troops.     I  heard  say>  by  the  Aratchies,  we  were  to  go  to  Kandy  to 

take  it,  as  some  injustice  had  been  done.     At  Palatpatwella  I  saw  second  and  third  and  tenth 

only;  at  Matelle  none;  at  Waimpola  eight;  surrendered  himself  at  Wariapola  also.     I  saw 

1st  prisoner ;  the  most  active  was  Leenadora ;  1st  prisoner  said,  we  must  do  according  to 

our  orders;    1st  prisoner  brought  some  rice,  which  he  gave  to  the  chiefs,  and  some  in  a 

badtet  was  taken  to  the  palanquin,  but  I  do  not  know  to  whom  he  gave  it*     Many  people 

were  taken  away  from  our  village  by  threats.     I  was  quite  frightened  and  terrifiedg;  when  my 

feanale  relations  interfered^  they  threatened  to  beat  them.     I  was  in  fear  of  losing  my  life, 

property,  and  disgracing  my  family.     All  the  Europeans  had  run  away^  and  there  was  nobody 

to  wfaom  we  could  have  surrendered  except  the  troops ;  there  were  3000  or  4000  common  R.  E. 

people,  and  about  100  or  150  chiefs,  including  those  appointed  by  the  king;  also  there  were 

albout  100  induding  the  Moormen  and  low-country  men  appointed  by  the  king.     About  50 

Government  headmen.     The  headmen  surrounded  the  party,  and  would  have  known  them 

and  got  them  again  in  their  village«b     People  walked  with  drawn  swords  and  prevented  people 

from  escapki^.     Some  people  from  Madawella  tried  to  escape,  but  they-  were  brought  in 

custody  into  Matelle ;  and  towards  morning  they  escaped,  after  the  report  reached  that  the 

troops  were  coming.     None  of  the  prisoners  attempted  to  escape  that  I  know  of.     I  know 

that  the  8th  prisoner  was  forced  to  join  the  rebels ;  I  saw  him  seized  in  a  boutique  and 

taken  by  the  mob.    An  Aratchy  and  low-country  man  did  so.    A  gun  was  given  to  him  by 

some  Aratdiy,  which  be  had  when  he  surrendered ;  the  people  whom  I  saw  with  plunder, 

about  30  <Mr  40,  were  comnaon  people.     I  was  a  sentinel  at  the  jack  tree.     Our  orders  were  to  Jury. 

keep  hght,  and  watch  there  during  the  night,  axKl  see  if  the  enemy  should  come  and  seize  the 

king^  and,  if  so,  to  give  information  directly.    I  am  a  prisoner  now.     I  am  no  relation  to  the 

8th  prisoner,  nor  knew  him  even  the  night  before ;  2nd  and  3rd  had  swords  in  Uieir  hands ; 

did  pot  see  them  use  them. 

Mackelliawelle  Puitumba  exaBuned.— *I  was  taken  to  see  the  king  to  PalapatweUa ;  there 
were  a  great  many  pec^le  ;  they  had  swords  and  guns.  I  saw  a  palanquin,  and  understood 
there  was  a  king  there.  I  heard  they  were  going  to  Kandy  to  make  war.  The  king  and 
people  went  towards  Matelle;  I  followed  behind;  wa  passed  die  town,  and  came  to  the  jack 
tree.     I  saw  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  at  PalapatweUa,  alao  6th,  7th,  8th,  9th,  10th>  and  1 1th. 

During  the  night  two  Aratchies  ana  the  messenger  of  our  village  eame  to  the  jack  tree ; 
nobody  objected  to  my  lagging  b^nd ;  there  were  other  peqple  besides  me  who  lagged  behind. 
1  am  a  prisoner  now.  I  am  about  70.  We  were  not  allowed  to  walk  leisurely  as  we  liked. 
Our  petty  headm^i  came  to  us  and  told  us  not  to  drop  behind  but  to  go  on.  They  would 
not  have  allowed  us  to  sit  down ;  ihey  preveuted  sense  from  doing  so.  I  saw  no  person  struck 
for  not  going  on.     I  saw  no  person  shot  for  not  going  on. 

Bfxrwdiy  Appoo. — Keeps  a  boutique  in  Matelle.  On  28th  July  rebels  entered  Matelle ; 
about  3000  people  armed  with  swords  ajoid  guns  came  up  to  the  Bazaar  and  broke  the  houses 
which  belonged  to  the  Agent,  Deputy  Fiscal,  and  Rest-house,  and  took  the  property  which  was 
in  them,  whush  they  tied  into  bundles  and  carried  away.  About  1000  and  upwards  took  away 
property  then  away  with  it,  learing  the  rest  in  Matelle.  Nobody  tried  to  prevent  them  from 
going  away ;  part  of  the  crowd  went  to  Hulangamona  about  3  or  4  o'clock.  I  saw  a  crowd 
going  towards  Wariapolla.  I  did  not  see  them  return.  The  Ba;iaar  was  also  pkiodered. 
There  were  two  palanquins,  they  proceeded  towards  Wariapola.  I  saw  a  Singhalese  man  in 
one  of  them.  The  crowd  called  out,  saying,  he  was  the  king.  There  was  beating  of  tom- 
toms. I  saw  the  8th  prisoner  there,  and  the  10th.  The  8th  was  going  along  with  the  crowd. 
I  did  not  see  him  do  anything.  I  saw  him  (8th)  with  the  crowd  near  the  Rest-house,  before 
the  crowd  went  to  Wariapola.  I  doaH  mean  to  say  I  saw  the  8th  standing  near  the  Rest- 
house.  I  saw  him  coming  with  the  rest  of  the  rebels  to  the  Rest-house,  and  then  going  with 
them  to  the  Government  Agent^s.  I  did  not  see  the  8th  prisons  take  anything ;  the  others 
that  accompanied  him  took  things.  I  saw  8th  go  into  the  Best-house,  uid  saw  him  inside. 
I  did  not  see  8th  after  he  left  the  Rest-house.  I  do  not  know  where  he  went  to.  I  mean  to 
say,  that  all  the  crowd  together,  with  the  8th  prisoner,  went  in  the  direction  of  the  agent's 
house,  which  was  broken  after  the  crowd  went  towards  it.  I  saw  10th  prisoner  rush  into  the 
house  of  the  Deputy  Fiscal,  and,  on  that  accasion,  the  crowd  broke  the  house  of  the  Deputy 
Fiscal ;  broke  the  windows  and  doors,  and  entered  the  house.  The  10th  prisoner  armed  with 
a  sword,  asked,  where  is  the  Deputy  Fiscal  f    Next  day  crowd  entered  Matelle  about  seven 

2  K  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


246  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

CEYLON.  or  eight  in  the  morning,  this  was  ader  the  troops  came.  The  Singhalese  first  came  into 
■""  Matelle,  then  the  troops.     The  crowd  passed  through,  saying,  they  were  going  to  Wariapda, 

but  they  did  not  go  there,  they  came  back  running  to  Matelle.  so  fast  that  one  was  in  contact 
with  the  other ;  the  crowd  cried  the  troops  had  come  to  WariapoUa,  and  were  firing,  and  there- 
fore they  were  running  away.  I  heara  the  firing  before  I  saw  the  people.  1  know  of  no 
persons  forcing  the  crowd  to  enter  Matelle,  or  to  remain  there.  I  saw  nothing  to  prevent  any 
of  the  crowd  going  away.  I  come  from  my  lodging.  I  have  not  been  in  gaol  lately,  but  I 
have  been  flogged  lately.  I  am  a  Government  servant,  not  Gabriel's.  I  was  not  flogged  for 
plundering.  I  know  Don  Gabriel  and  his  brother ;  the  boutique  that  I  Uve  in  belongs  to 
neither.  I  saw  the  breaking  of  the  windows  and  doors  of  the  Government  Agent's  house  from 
the  road.  I  saw  no  arm  of  any  kind  in  the  8th  prisoner's  hands.  The  crowd  consisted  of 
Tamils,  Moormen,  and  Singhalese.  The  Singhalese  were  all  Kandians.  I  thought  the 
man  in  the  palanquin  was  a  Singhalese.  I  was  in  my  boutique  when  the  rebels  came  to  the 
Fort.  My  boutique  is  about  15  fathoms  from  the  Rest-house.  I  did  not  go  to  the  Rest- 
house.  I  looked  from  the  road  opposite  to  the  door  of  my  boutique.  I  actually  saw  the  8th 
Court.  enter  the  Rest-house.     I  have  known  the  8th  prisoner  about  12  years,  he  lives  in  a  village 

about  two  miles  from  Matelle.  1  am  well  acquainted  with  him.  I  was  acquainted  with  the 
10th  prisoner.  He  lives  in  a  village  about  four  miles  from  the  Fort.  I  had  not  seen  rith»' 
the  8th  or  the  10th  in  the  town  before  the  crowd  came.  I  saw  them  come  with  the  rebels.  I 
am  sure  of  this.  Two  branches  of  plantains  and  a  quantity  of  oranges  were  plundered  out  of 
my  boutique. 

Dennis  Appoo  examined. — ^I  am  a  fiscal's  peon  at  Matelle.  I  was  there  when  the  king  and 
rebels  were  there.  They  broke  the  house  of  the  Judge,  as  I  understood,  and  then  I  saw  them 
break  the  court-house.  I  heard  the  noise  of  the  judge's  house  bein^  broken.  I  saw  property 
being  carried  backwards  and  forwards  by  the  rebels.  I  saw  2nd,  6th,  7th,  and  10th  prisoners 
there.  I  don't  know  the  9th.  I  saw  2nd  near  the  court-house,  with  the  mob  standing  near 
the  person  said  to  be  the  king,  with  a  gun.  6th  was  standing  near  the  person  said  to  be  the 
king,  and  then  going  in  the  direction  of  Hulangamona.  I  saw  no  arms  in  his  hands.  7th  had 
an  axe  in  his  hands ;  he  was  coming  from  the  direction  of  the  Judge's  house,  with  a  bundle, 
and  going  towards  the  gaol,  accompanied  by  others.  10th  was  going  towards  the  court-houae, 
carrying  a  bundle  and  a  gun.  The  prisoners  were  liberated  from  the  gaol.  One  of  the 
prisoners  came  to  me  when  he  was  liberated ;  that  is  only  how  I  know.  7th  prisoner  I  saw  go 
with  several  others  in  the  direction  of  the  gaol.  I  heard  him  say  we  must  break  the  gaol 
doors  to  take  the  prisoners  out.  I  heard  the  sound  of  the  doors  beins  broken.  The  next  day 
I  saw  that  the  doors  had  been  broken.  After  I  heard  the  sound  of  breaking,  the  liberated 
prisoners  came  to  me.  There  was  nothing  that  I  could  see  or  hear  to  prevent  any  of  the 
rebels  from  going  away.  I  am  a  low-country  man,  so  is  the  last  witness.  There  were  about 
20  low-country  people  in  the  crowd;  some  of  these  took  a  prominent  part;  they  plundered. 
I  saw  6th  prisoner  doing  nothing  but  standing  near  the  king ;  then  I  saw  him  going  towards 
his  house.  When  I  was  going  from  the  gaol  to  the  house  of  the  Judge,  I  was  laid  hold  of  by 
the  people;  they  broke  my  beh,  and  took  clothes;  that  is,  my  jacket  and  belt  and  plate.  I 
was  in  fear  of  my  life  from  the  violence  of  the  crowd,  and  as  they  were  armed. 

Jury. — I  am  acquainted  with  the  8th  prisoner;  I  did  not  see  him  in  the  town  before  the 
mob  came,  nor  the  6th. 

Johannes  Jacobus  de  Bruyn  examined. — ^I  am  secretary  of  the  police  court  of  Matelle.  On 
the  day  the  rebels  came  to  Matelle^  a  person  came  to  me  with  a  message,  saying  that  I  was 
ordered  by  the  king  to  come  to  him.  Ramboukwelle  Banda  was  the  messenger,  6th  prisons; 
he  had  no  Weapon.  I  said  I  was  tired,  having  come  from  the  jungle,  where  I  and  my  family 
had  hid.  He  said,  '<  The  order  is,  will  you  come  to  the  king,  or  else  he  will  come  to  you,  and 
do  something  serious."  I  went,  accompanied  by  6th  prisoner,  to  the  king  at  PamagaMa 
Pansila,  in  Matelle.  I  was  in  my  house  in  Matelle.  I  fodnd  a  great  many  people  with 
arms,  clubs,  and  guns.  The  king  was  sitting  on  a  white  mat  on  the  ground.  About  15  <»*  20 
yards  from  the  king,  6th  prisoner  told  me  to  stop.  He  went  to  the  Fansila.  He  returned  in 
five  minutes,  saying,  *'  You  can  now  come."  I  went  with  6th  prisoner.  The  king  asked  note, 
"  Who  are  you?"  I  said,  "  Secretary  of  the  Court."  He  said,  "  It  was  good  that  you  came, 
otherwise  I  should  have  done  something  else."  He  said,  "  Where  is  your  religious  book?" 
I  said,  **  It  is  not  here ;  I  have  sent  it  to  Kandy."  He  said,  "  That  is  a  lie."  He  then  said, 
"  I  don't  Uke  your  dress ;  you  must  take  it  oflF.  I  will  make  you  a  modliar."  He  tfien 
asked  me  if  I  had  any  Government  land.  I  said  I  had.  He  said  he  would  give  me  a  saunas 
for  it.  He  then  asked  me  if  I  had  any  powder  and  shot.  I  said  I  had  none.  He  said, 
"  You  must  give."  I  said,  "  I  will  see  about  it."  I  was  much  frightened,  and  went  away. 
6th  prisoner  went  back  with  me.  I  went  to  my  house,  and  he  went  towards  his  house.  6th 
prisoner,  during  the  conversation,  was  standing  outside  the  Pansila.  I  had  a  shooting  coat  on. 
6th  prisoner  lives  about  100  yards  from  my  house.  6th  prisoner  has  always  been  a  quiet, 
inoffensive  man.     My  house  was  not  broken,  but  my  garden  was  robbed. 

Court. — About  12  on  Friday,  we  heard  the  mob  advancing  on  the  town,  and  I  and  my  family 
and  other  three  families  went  to  the  jungle.  After  we  heard  the  breaking  in  the  town,  we  ran 
into  the  jungle.  We  returned  about  half-past  four  or  five  in  the  afternoon.  We  had  heard  the 
mob  went  to  Wariapolla  about  half  an  hour  after  I  had  returned.  The  6th  prisoner  came  to 
me  about  eight  in  the  morning.  I  had  heard,  when  in  the  Rest-house  with  Mr.  Waring,  tiiat 
the  mob  were  about  six  miles  off,  and  were  coming  on  the  Friday  morning.  6th  prisoner,  about 
the  time  when  the  mob  entered  Matelle,  brought  Mrs.  Gamier  and  a  child,  stating  that  there 
was  a  mob  coming.    Mr.  Garnier  came  running  to  me,  and  immediately  after  6th  prisoner  came. 
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leading  Mrs,  Garnier  and  the  children ;  then  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Williamson  joined  us,  and  we  all         CEYLON, 
went  to  the  jungle  together.     I  saw  6tfi  prisoner  next  morning.    The  6th  prisoner  did  not  go 
to  the  jungle  with  us.     I  heard  the  firing  next  morning.     6th  prisoner  brought  some  rice  to 
our  house  afler  the  firing. 

Don  Matthys  Perera  examined. — ^Lives  at  Marapan^  in  Matelle,  about  five  miles  from  the 
fort  or  Matelle,  on  the  Kandy  side.  I  am  a  Fiscal's  Peon ;  was  formerly  a  Ratamehatmeya's 
Peon.  I  was  at  home  when  the  people  returned  from  Matelle  after  taking  it.  I  saw  5th 
prisoner  near  the  stile  of  my  house.  I  heard  him  saying  to  a  &foorman,  "  Take  people  and 
set  a  watch  near  the  uuga-tree  at  Mare  Ronne^  close  by  the  old  high  road  to  Kandy.**  The 
prisoner  said,  "  If  you  do  not,  vou  will  be  hung  in  the  nuga-tree."  This  Moorman  gave  his 
evidence.  I  know  he  is  a  NJohanderain.  "Diere  was  only  one  man  with  the  5th  prisoner. 
The  5th  prisoner  also  said  that  the  Matelle  Fort  was  taken,  and  "  if  you  refuse  you  will  be 
hung  on  the  nuga-tree."  I  heard  5th  prisoner  say  that  some  English  people  would  come  that 
way,  and  therefore  a  guard  was  to  be  set.  5th  prisoner  lives  less  than  a  mile  from  me.  He 
was  on  his  way  towards  his  house.  He  had  been  at  Matelle.  I  saw  others  coming  from 
Matelle,  carrying  property.  I  went  nowhere  that  day.  The  Moorman  is  an  inhabitant  ol*  my 
village;  lives  less  than  half  a  mile  from  me.  There  was  a  low-country  man  with  me;  he  is 
not  twre,  I  was  not  asked,  when  I  gave  my  deposition,  who  was  present  I'he  Moorman 
gave  his  deposition.  Tetvottamy  is  the  name  of  the  low-country  man ;  he  is  a  Galle  man ;  he 
bdongs  to  a  coffee  estate  there.  This  happened  about  one  hour  before  sunset.  5th  prisoner 
had  no  arms^  at  least  I  did  not  see. 

Ukoo  Banda,  examined. — About  two  months  ago  I  was  taken  to  Danibool,  on  a  Tuesday ;  Jury, 

saw  great  multitudes  of  people  there,  who  proceeded  thence  to  Palapatwella,  and  stopped 
there;  I  was  going  with  them.  They  said  they  were  going  to  Matelle  to  war,  and  that  they 
had  a  king ;  and  I  saw  the  king,  who  went  in  a  palanquin.  [  saw  this  crowd  go  into  Matelle. 
I  saw  with  the  crowd  1st  prisoner.  8th  prisoner  joined  the  mob  near  the  fort.  12th  prisoner 
was  seized,  and  brought  in  custody  to  Matelle  by  the  mob.  6fh  prisoner  I  saw  at  the  fort. 
I  saw  5th  prisoner  nowhere  on  the  road  between  Dambool  and  Matelle,  until  we  came  to 
Matelle,  and  then  I  saw  him  with  the  king.  He  did  nothing,  except  he  went  and  knelt 
before  the  king  after  that.  The  king  had  asked  whether  he  was  willing  to  be  appointed 
adigar.  He  said  he  could  do  the  duties  of  an  adigar.  Then  the  king  appointed  him,  and 
told  him  to  go  to  Balecadna,  and  set  a  guard  there.  5th  said  I  will  go  with  the  people, 
aiKl  he  started  with  them.  I  don't  know  how  many.  I  went  to  Dambool  of  my  own  accord ; 
there  1  was  seized  by  Kaporale  and  Okiray  Banda.  I  was  produced  before  the  kin?.  The 
people  destroyed  the  Best-house,  although  repeatedly  ordered  not  to  do  so.  The  king 
ordered  them  not  to  do  so.  The  conversation  I  have  related  from  the  5th  prisoner  from  the 
king  took  place  under  a  mango-tree.  The  cloth  was  raised,  and  the  5th  prisoner  prostrated 
himself.  I  was  within  two  yards  of  the  palanquin.  I  received  no  appointment  from  the 
king.  I  was  a  prisoner  all  this  time,  under  custody  of  Kaporale,  Codogamo,  Puncheralle, 
Vedahn,  and  others.  I  was  the  only  person  in  custody  of  them.  Kaporale  had  a  sword.  I 
was  not  l)ound,  but  kept  through  fear.  I  could  get  away  from  the  place,  but  I  did  not  do  so, 
as  the  king  said,  I  know  the  man,  if  he  go  away  he  will  be  seized,  and  the  whole  of  his  family 
given  to  Rodiahs ;  the  whole  of  his  property  confiscated ;  I  therefore  remained  all  the  time 
near  the  king.  I  am  not  a  man  of  influence,  but  a  femsde  relation  of  ours  is  married  to  a 
low  country  modliar,  therefore  somebody  told  the  king  I  went  there  as  a  spy. 

Edward  Baiter,  examined. — In  July  last  I  was  in  charge  of  Wariapolla  store ;  on  the  28th 
of  that  month  1  was  made  a  prisoner  by  the  Singalese,  about  three  in  the  afternoon.  They 
were  armed ;  they  tied  my  arms  and  legs,  and  threw  me  down,  and  plundered  me  of  every- 
thing I  had.  This  was  on  the  road  above  Ballecadna;  about  120  people.  They  tied  me  up 
ia  Wariapolla  store.  About  1200  men,  all  armed,  were  there ;  had  guns  and  swords,  and 
spears.  There  was  one  in  the  centre,  lying  in  a  palanquin.  I  think  he  was  a  king;  he 
appeared  to  be  the  king.  One  of  the  men  who  took  me  said  he  would  take  me  to  the  rajah. 
Towards  morning  I  heard  the  king  give  some  directions  about  some  estates;  the  names  of 
two  were  mentioned;  that  I  remember;  and  people  started  for  them;  I  think  to  plunder 
them.  7th  prisoner  was  armed  with  a  gun;  he  helped  to  tie  me  up.  8th  prisoner  was  there 
also  at  the  store.  I  was  wounded  with  a  spear  in  my  back.  I  remained  tiea  up  all  night,  till 
the  troops  came  in  the  morning.  I  was  very  much  bruised.  I  have  been  in  the  island  about 
three  years ;  never  saw  7th  or  8th  prisoner  before  that  day.  I  am  certain  they  are  the  men. 
The  estates  mentioned  were  Conduwatte  and  Hnnasgerir. 

Captain   Lillie,  Ceylon    Rifle   Regiment. — Went    on  the   28th  with  military    party  to  Court. 

Matelle ;  fell  in  with  the  rebels  about  one  mile  on  the  Kandy  side  of  Matelle.  I  made 
prisoners  of  about  43.  Just  as  they  were  made  prisoner,  some  firing  commenced  from  the 
Kandians  in  the  rear  in  the  jungle,  and  a  man  of  the  15th  was  wounded.  The  prisoners  were 
all  armed,  principally  guns,  and  some  swords.  All  the  guns  I  examined  were  loaded.  8th 
prisoner  was  taken  at  Wariapolla ;  he  appeared  to  me  to  command  the  party ;  he  had  a  gun 
in  his  hand.     11th  prisoner  was  taken  on  the  other  side  of  the  road,  after  we  came  to  Waria- 

g>Ila.  I  saw  some  people  in  the  jungle,  about  100  yards  from  the  road.  I  ordered  the 
ifles  to  be  taken  in  there,  and  1 1  th  was  one  of  the  prisoners  taken  then.  I  saw  him  secured. 
We  found  Baker  tied  up  in  Wariapolla ;  there  was  a  palanquin  there.  Tliey  did  not  throw 
down  their  arms.  We  were  close  up  to  them,  within  10  or  12  yards,  when  I  ordered  a  Malay 
to  tell  them  that,  if  they  ran  away,  I  should  order  the  troops  to  fire  on  them.  They  did  not 
fire.     Then  some  of  them  held  their  guns  up,  and  said  something. 

Mr.  Jayetelike  Modliary  examined. — I  am  interpreter  of  District  Court  Knows  5th 
prisoner,  Ooko  Banda.     I  was  present,   and  interpreted   his  statement  before  the  justice; 
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cnCTLON.  cautioned,  as  usual,  written  and  signed  by  him,  the  justice,  and  myself.     I  was  also  present  at 

^"^  the  statement  of  6th  prisoner  (duly  taken).     (See  the  stateoient  of  prisoners  «t  the  end,  A 

andB.) 

Feter  John  Jcmsen,  examined. — I  acted  as  interpreter  to  Mr.  Colep^per,  and  was  present 
at  statement  made  by  8th  prisoner.     (See  the  end,  C.) 

D^n  Domingo  Wige$enige» — Acted  as  interpreter  to  Mr.    Hamra,   when  he  was  taking 
depositions ;  interpreted  for  10th  prisoner's  statement  (duly  made).     (See  the  end«  D.) 


(A.) 

In  the  District  of  Kandy. 

The  Queen  versus  NeerepoUe  Ukkoo  Banda,  otherwise  NeerepoHe  Ratte  Adikaram,  eharged 

with  High  Treason. 

On  the  22nd  day  of  August,  1848,  at  Kandy,  appeared  before  me,  John  James 
Staples,  Esq.,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  district  aforesaid,  NeerapoUa  Ukkoo  Banda,  of 
NeerapoUe,  in  the  district  of  Kandy,  who,  being  asked  of  what  he  will  say  in  answer  to  the 
charge  of  treason  made  against  him,  and  cautioned  that  he  is  not  obliged  to  make  any 
statement  that  may  criminate  himself,  and  that  what  he  shall  say  may  be  used  in  evidence 
against  him,  stales : — 

On  the  28th  of  last  month,  as  I  was  at  my  cheno,  towards  Doombere,  about  five  miles 
from  Matelle,  Borvette  Dewettegedere  AratchiUs  Appoo  and  Arembe  Dillourderalle*s  son 
came  to  me,  and  gave  me  a  letter  from  Nugepittia  Koralle,  directing  me  to  collect  the  people 
under  me,  and  to  go  to  Kanangomowe.  I  have  given  the  letter  to  the  Queen's  advocate.  I 
was  directed  to  report  those  who  were  absent  from  the  village  as  having  joined  the  rebels.  I 
collected  only  three  men,  and,  on  my  way  to  Kanangomowe,  I  happened  to  meet  the  rebels 
near  WariapoUe.  I  saw  also  the  king  s  palanquin,  and  a  number  of  petty  headmen.  I  have 
reported  all  this  to  the  Government  Agent.  I  deny  having  been  in  Matelle,  Friday  night,  nor 
did  I  order  persons  to  be  armed.  WariapoUe  Aratchille  told  me  on  Friday  evening  that  the 
king  had  appointed  me  Ratti  Adikaram,  and  directed  me  to  go  with  a  party  and  take  the 
Hunasgeria  coffee  estate.  I  said  I  would  endeavour  to  do  so,  merely  to  get  away.  On  the 
next  morning  I  heard  the  report  of  guns,  and  was  tdd  that  the  rebels  had  run  away.  I  thai 
went  to  see  the  Dewe  Nilleure,  and  remained  with  him  at  Matelle  bx  several  days,  when  he 
was  removed  to  Kandy,  and  I  followed  him.  I  saw  Baba  Appoo,  who  has  given  evidence 
against  me  at  lUweb,  carrying  a  bimdle,  {and  I  have  mentioned  this  in  my  report.  Maroo- 
korore  Aratchille  is  the  brother  of  MakewettepoUe  Meanse,  who  I  have  accused.  I  saw  him 
cm  Monday  or  Tuesday  at  the  Dewe  Nilleure's  house. 

(Signed  in  Singalese  characters.) 

The  foregoing  statement,  made  by  the  said  NeerepoUe  Ukkoo  Banda,  who  was  then  in  his 
sound  and  sober  senses,  having  been  taken  down  in  writing,  was  read  over  and  interpreted  to, 
and  subscribed  by  him,  in  the  presence  of  us. 

(Signed)  J.  J.  Staples, 

Justice  of  the  Peace,  Kandy. 

Interpreter, 
(Signed)  D.  C.  Jaystillbke. 


(B.) 

In  the  District  of  Kandy. 

The  Queen  versus  Rambookwelle  Siam  Banda  Allowiharra  Pahallanwe  Lokoo  Banda,  charged 

with  High  Treason. 

On  the  21st  day  of  August,  1848,  at  Kandy,  appeared  b^re  me,  John  James  Staples,  a 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  district  aforesaid,  Rambookwelle  Siam  Banda,  of  Oolangomowe, 
in  the  district  of  Kandy,  who,  being  asked  of  what  he  will  say  in  answer  to  the  charge  of  treason 
made  against  him,  and  cautioned  that  he  is  not  obliged  to  make  any  statement  that  may  crimi- 
nate himself,  and  that  what  he  shall  say  may  be  used  in  evidence  against  him,  states : — 

*^0n  Fridsj,  the  28th  July  last,  when  the  king  was  at  the  Panegamme  Pansela,  both  mysdf 
and  Gampasiapatto  Koralle  went  and  appeared  before  him,  and  knelt  down.  The  king  had 
a  weapon  like  a  krease  in  his  hand,  and  he  said,  holding  the  weapon  towards  us,  '  I  ^lieve 
you  intended  to  injure  me ;  if  you  have  such  an  intention,  you  had  better  take  this  weapon  from 
mv  hand  and  stab  me,  and  rip  open  my  breast,  and  take  my  breast  and  eat  it.*  The  king 
added,  '  It  is  very  well  that  you  have  come,  but  I  have  power  to  punish  those  who  did  not  come/ 
He  then  asked  if  we  lived  near  the  Secretary's  house.  I  answered  '  Yes ;'  and  be  desired  me 
to  go  and  brinfi;  the  Secretary,  and  to  tell  him  if  he  did  not  eome,  that  he  (the  king)  would 
have  to  go  for  him.  On  this  I  went  to  the  Secretary  and  delivered  the  message,  and  me  Secre- 
tary said,  '  I  am  willing  to  go,  I  wish  to  aee  the  king.'  The  king  told  the  Secretary  he  must 
change  his  dress,  and  dress  like  a  low  country  Modliar,  and  tbit  on  his  doing  so  he  would 
eonfer  the  title  upon  him«  and  give  him  a  grant  for  lands.    The  Secretary  said  he  should  be 
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very  happy,  and  went  away.     I  soon  after  followed,  and  as  I  was  going  I  saw  GapipasiqpBttoo         .CBTU)H. 
Koralle  at  the  style  of  the  Pansela.  """ 

"  I  can  state  mueh  more,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything  further." 

(Signed  in  Singhalese  character.) 

The  foregoing  statement,  made  by  the  said  Rambookwelle  Siam  Banda,  who  was 
then  in  his  sound  and  sober  senses,  having  been  taken  down  in  writing,  was  read 
over  and  interpreted  to,  and  subscribed  by  him,  in  the  presence  of  us. 

(Signed)  J.  J.  Staples,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Kaady. 

D.  C.  Jaybtilleke^  Interpreter. 


(C.) 

Kaady,  in  the  District  of  Kandy. 

The  Queen  versus  Badelgedere  Appoowa,  of  Hulangomna,  in  Matele,  charged  with  Treason. 

On  the  19th  day  of  August,  1848,  at  Kandy,  appeared  before  me,  John  Spencer  Col^pep^ 
Esq.,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  district  aforesaid,  B.  Appoowa,  of  Hulangomna  in  Matdhi, 
in  the  district  of  Matelle,  who,  being  asked  of  what  he  will  say  in  answer  to  the  charge  of 
treason  made  against  him,  and  cautioned  that  he  is  not  obliged  to  make  any  statement  that  may 
criminate  himself,  and  that  what  be  shall  say  may  be  used  m  evidence  against  him,  states  :*— 

^  Leauadora  Arratche  told  n^  to  come  and  join  the  rebels,  and  gave  me  a  gun,  and  brou|^ 
me  to  Matelle ;  the  mob  went  to  the  police  magistrate's  house,  ana  broke  tbe  dioors  and  the 
windows.  I  was  taken  up  at  Warriapolla,  near  the  Jack-tree.  1  was  at  the  Jack^tree  taking 
care  of  the  place,  and  at  this  place  I  was  taken  inta  custody.'* 

(Signed  with  a  madu) 

The  foregoing  statement,  made  by  the  said  B.  Appoowa,  who  was  then  in  his  sound 
and  sober  senses,  having  been  taken  down  m  writing,  was  read  over  and  interpreted 
to,  and  subscribed  by  him,  in  the  presence  of  us. 

(Signed)  John  S.  Colepeper,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

P.  Jbto.  Jansen,  Interpreter. 


(D.) 

Extract  from  the  Informations  taken  before  S.  Harmer,  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  Queen  versus  Tallagahagedere  Punchiralle,  charged  with  High  Treason^ 
*'  August  16,  1848. — The  prisoner  voluntarily  states, '  I  came  with  the  rebels  by  direction  of      Aug.  16,  1848. 
the  Gabede  NUleme.     I  did  not  plunder.     I  want  no  witnesses.'  ^ 

(Signed  with  a  cross.) 

Don  D.  Wigesmhb,  Interpreter. 


In  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Islcmd  of  Ceylon  (Criminal  Jurisdiction.) 

Midland  Circuit,  1      No,  3. — ^The  Queen  versus  Innamalna  Ukkoo  Banda  Koralle,  for  High 
Kandy,  1848.    J  Treason. 

Kandy,  the  18th  day  of  September,  1848.  On  this  Ubel  of  accusation  the  sentence  of  the 
Court  pronounced  and  published  this  day,  is,  that  Innamalna  Ukkoo  Banda  Koralle  be  taken 
from  hence  to  the  conmion  gaol  of  Kandy,  or  such  other  place  within  the  Kandyan  province  as 
his  Excellency  the  Governor  may  appoint,  and  that  there,  on  Tuesday,  the  24th  day  of  October 
next,  between  the  hours  of  nine  soul  tiiree  of  the  same  day,  he  be  hanged  by  the  neck  imtil  he 
be  dead. 

(Signed)  Charles  Belino,  R^strar. 


Kandy,  September  12,  1848. 

The  Queen 
versus 

1.  Innamalna  Ukkoo  Bandv  Koralle. 

2.  Oudangava  Punchiralle  Aratcfay. 

High  Treason. 

Plea— Not  GuUty. 

Punchy  Appoo  Aratchy, — Lives  at  Allouvihare,  being  six  miles  from  Dambool;  knows  2nd 
prisoner ;  1st  is  the  Koralle  of  Innamalna ;  2nd  is  the  Aratchy  of  Ouden^alle  Innamalna :  is  six 
miles  from  Dambool;  Temembers  seeing  the  king  at  Dambool :  I  went  there  on  the  morning  of 
Thursday.  My  village  is  the  same  as  the  1st  prisoner's;  I  went  to  his  house  oa  a  visit  on 
Wednesday  evening;  I  learnt  that  the  Koralle  had  gone  to  Dambool,  so  I  went  there  next 
morning ;  the  sun  had  been  up  more  than  one  or  two  Singhalese  hours  when  I  got  there. 
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CSTLON.  There  I  sa^  a  great  muUittule  of  people,  and  a  person  said  to  be  the  king  down  at  the  rock* 

"■"~  The  people  then  said  they  were  ^oing  to  Matelle  to  make  a  Singalese  rebellion ;  the  people 

had  plenty  of  guns,  swords,  and  mere  was  a  great  number  of  people  standing  round  the  king. 
The  whole  crowd  was  great,  as  many  as  there  are  in  this  Court;  I  have  no  idea  how  many 
there  are  in  this  Court  (about  150),  I  saw  1st  prisoner  there,  he  told  me  he  had  come  there 
by  order  of  the  king.  He  also  said  that  the  king  directed  him  to  go  to  Matelle  with  armed 
people^  and  when  the  king  said  so  to  him,  he  told  the  king  he  had  neither  people  nor  guns. 
That  the  king  still  pressed  him  to  go,  and  that  if  he  failed  he  would  give  his  family  over  to 
Rodiahs  and  hang  him,  and  yet  he,  1st  prisoner,  said  to  the  king  he  could  not  do  it,  and  at 
last  the  king  told  him  that  if  he  could  not  collect  people  to  go  to  Matelle,  he  should,  in  that 
case,  go  to  the  boundary  of  his  Korle  and  keep  watch  there,  cut  down  the  trees,  block  up  the 
road,  and  if  any  troops  come  from  Trincomalie,  he  was  to  let  him,  the  king,  know.  This 
conversation  wim  me  took  place  near  the  king,  near  the  rock;  I  saw  the  1st  prisoner  in  con- 
versation with  the  king,  but  did  not  hear  what  was  said.  It  was  after  the  talk  with  the  king 
that  he  spoke  to  me  what  I  have  now  said.  When  the  crowd  said  they  were  going  to  Matelle 
to  make  war,  1st  prisoner  was  among  the  crowd  and  must  have  heard  them  say  so.  After- 
wards, at  that  same  time,  Ondegamme  Aratchy  and  Lunadura  came  to  me,  when  1st  prisoner 
was  standing  with  me,  and  said  that  the  king  had  given  directions  (the  same  which  I  have 
before  stated)  to  the  1st  prisoner.  The  Aratchy  said  to  me  these  being  the  directions  of  the 
king,  you  go  and  cut  down  trees  and  keep  watch ;  I  understood  the  trees  I  was  to  cut  down 
were  to  cover  the  road,  and  the  watch  I  was  to  keep  was  at  the  boundary  of  Megasweway ; 
and  those  two  Aratchys  said  that  from  this  day  the  government  is  to  be  Singalese  govern- 
ment :  1st  prisoner  was  present.  They  also  told  me  that  if  J  did  not  do  as  they  bid  me  they 
would  fire  my  property  and  give  my  family  lo  Rodiahs:  1st  prisoner  and  I  then  went  away. 
The  king  and  crowd  started  before  for  Matelle ;  1st  prisoner  and  I  went  to  the  road  leading 
No  trees  were  cut  to  Trincomalie  to  the  place  where  we  were  to  cut  the  trees ;  we  stopped  there  that  nioht,  next 
that  night.  morning  (Friday)  I  and  Dingere  returned  to  our  villages;  Thursday  night  we  slept  in  tne  road, 

under  a  tree,  all  night.  I  saw  2nd  prisoner  on  the  place  where  we  slept,  he  came  there  on 
Thursday  evening  and  remained  there  all  night,  and  was  there  when  I  left  in  the  morning; 
when  I  left  no  trees  were  cut;  1st  prisoner  had  a  gun,  2nd  prisoner  had  nothing;  I  have  not 
been  accused  of  joining  this  rebellion,  I  come  to-day  from  gaol;  prisoner  gave  me  no  directions, 
it  was  the  other  Aratchys ;  I  was  in  fear  of  my  tife.  I  was  about  10  fathoms  from  the  king ; 
the  1st  prisoner  was  in  fear  of  his  life.  Megasweway  is  on  the  Trincomalie  side  of  Dambool ; 
I  did  not  see  him  threatened  by  anybody.     Megasweway  is  about  12  miles  from  Dambool. 

Court. — If  you  tell  me  you  will  kill  me  and  give  my  family  to  Rodiahs  if  I  do  not  speak 
the  truth,  I  believe  you  will. 

Jury, — ^I  am  an  Aratchy,  but  have  received  no  warrant,  only  a  verbal  appointment  about 
three  or  four  years  ago.  There  were  about  12  people  with  us  at  Megasweway.  I  could  have 
gone  down  the  Trincomalie  road  if  I  had  pleased,  but  the  consequence  would  have  been  that  I 
should  have  been  ruined ;  a  few  of  the  12  men  had  guns,  that  is  to  say,  two  or  three. 

Banderalle  Aratchy. — Lives  at  Kibissa,  3j^  miles  from  Innamalua.  I  saw  trees  cut  at 
Megaswewe  on  a  Friday.  I  went  to  the  house  of  the  Koralle,  1st  prisoner,  on  a  Thursday 
morning,  he  was  not  at  home.  I  went  to  make  a  complaint,  he  came  while  I  was  waiting  for 
him.  I  mentioned  to  him  my  complaint;  1st  prisoner  said,  never  mind  about  your 
complaint,  there  is  a  king  for  this  country  now,  he  was  at  Dambool,  and  is  now  gone  to 
Matelle ;  I  have  received  orders  from  the  king  to  collect  the  people  of  my  division  and  take 
them  to  Megaswewe,  and  sent  them  on  watch  on  the  boundary  of  that  place ;  that  if  the 
people  did  not  do  so,  that  their  houses  would  be  set  on  fire,  their  property  destroyed,  and  that 
they  would  be  killed  and  impaled,  therefore  do  attend  to  it  and  go  there :  so  I  accompanied 
1st  prisoner  to  the  boundary,  2nd  prisoner  with  others  accompanied  us ;  we  met  him  on  the 
road  to  Megaswewe ;  we  came  there  about  seven  Singalese  hours  before  nightfall.  We  went 
to  a  house  near  2nd  prisoner's  house  and  spent  the  night  there.  I,  1st  prisoner,  two  Aratchys, 
and  several  others,  did  so;  last  witness  did  not  sleep  there.  In  the  morning  1st  and  2nd 
prisoner  and  I  went  to  Megaswewe,  1st  prisoner  had  a  gun  in  his  hand.  The  12  people 
belonged  to  the  Koralle's  division ;  they  were  people  under  him.  The  Koralle  (1st  prisoner) 
directed  us  to  fell  a  tree,  to  block  up  the  road  from  Kandy  to  Trincomalie.  He  told  2nd 
prisoner  to  send  for  two  axes ;  he  sent  a  man  who  brought  an  axe,  and  a  tree  was  cut  by  two 
or  three  people.  It  was  a  very  large  tree;  it  is  so  high,  when  now  on  the  ground,  that  an 
elephant  cannot  jump  over  the  trunk  of  it.  It  was  cut  so  as  to  fall  across  the  high  road. 
That  was  the  only  tree  we  cut.  I  heard  of  the  rebels  having  entered  Matelle.  The  ls« 
prisoner  told  me  the  king  had  gone  to  Matelle  to  make  war ;  after  that  I  heard  the  king  had 
entered  Matelle.  I  received  the  appointment  of  Aratchy  in  1836.  I  joined  in  fear  of  my  life, 
because  it  was  said  there  was  a  Singhalese  government. 

Palatowavya  Koralle. — Lives  at  Palapatowawa,  12  miles  from  Dambool.  Knows  the 
prisoners.  I  went  some  time  ago  with  them  to  Me^^aswewe;  two  prisoners  were  first  at 
Megaswewe,  and  an  Aratchy  afterwards  called  me.  I  went  there  on  Thursday  evening,  we 
remained  that  night  in  2nd  prisoner's  house.  We  went  next  morning  to  Megaswewe.  I  saw 
a  tree  cut  at  Megaswewe:  1st  prisoner  ordered  it  to  be  cut ;  he  said  the  king  has  ordered  us 
to  cut  down  trees  to  block  up  the  roads,  and  set  a  watch  to  prevent  the  troops  coming  from 
Trincomalie.  Two  young  men  cut  the  tree  with  axes  brought  from  OBdcngalle :  1st  prisoner 
ordered  2nd  to  send  for  two  axes ;  he  sent  boys  who  brought  two  axes.  Both  prisoners  were 
present  when  the  tree  was  cut,  it  was  cut  to  fall  across  the  road.  We  saw  three  other  trees  cut 
at  three  places  on  the  road  from  Kandy  to  Trincomalie,  within  the   1st  prisoner's  division. 
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People  went  from  Me^swewe  towards  Matelle,  I  don't  know  why.    The  tree  was  cut  after         CBTLOM  j 
the  rebels  went  in  the  direction  of  Matelle  from  Dambool.  *■*" 

Jury. — I  wa9  afraid  of  my  life.     The  2nd  prisoner  is  a  subordinate  officer  under  the  Ist.  Jury. 

When  I  was  told  the  trees  were  to  be  cut  by  order  of  a  king,  I  understood  a  Singhalese  king. 
The  two  other  Aratchys  told  us  first  to  cut  down  the  trees.  They  were  under  the  Koralle. 
The  1st  prisoner  (the  Koralle)  was  the  principal  person  there. 

Mr.  Charles  Stewart,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  examined. — ^2nd  prisoner  made  a  statement 
before  me,  duly  cautioned  and  reduced  to  writing,  signed  by  me,  hiro,  and  interpreter. 

Verdict. 

1st  prisoner^Guilty,  recommended  to  mercy. 
2nd  prisoner — Not  Guilty. 


The  Queen  verms  Oudangava  Punchiralle  Aratchy,  charged  with  High  Treason. 

On  the  9th  day  of  September,  1848,  at  Kandy,  appeared  before  Charles  Henry  Stewart, 
Esq.,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  district  aforesaid,  Oudangava  Punchiralle,  in  the  district  of 
Matelle,  who  being  asked  of  what  he  will  say  in  answer  to  a  charge  of  high  treason  made 
against,  and  cautioned  that  he  is  not  obliged  to  make  any  statement  that  may  criminate  himself, 
and  that  what  he  shall  say  may  be  used  in  evidence  against  him,  states : — 

•*  I  was  in  my  village  on  Thursday,  ihe  day  of  the  rebellion ;  the  Junamalua  Koralle  and 
the  Hegiria  Aratchy  came  to  our  village^  and  called  for  me  and  the  other  people  of  the  village. 
They  said  that  the  king  and  a  great  number  of  people  had  gone  to  Kandy ;  the  Koralle  said 
that  the  king  had  ordered  him  to  watch  at  a  place  called  Mugaswawa  Bupe,  and  that  therefore 
he  (the  Koralle)  had  come  to  collect  people.  Then  the  Koralle  ordered  me  and  others  to 
accompany  him.  The  Koralle  added,  that  the  Kandyan  Government  had  commenced,  and 
that  he  that  should  decline  to  go  to  the  Rupe  would  be  given  over  to  the  Rhodias;  the 
Koralle  said  that  the  king  had  said  so.  We,  through  fear,  accompanied  the  Koralle ;  we  went 
to  the  Rupe  on  Thursday ;  many  people  went.  The  KoraJle  dispatched  seven  or  eight  men 
to  Habrenne  to  see  if  there  were  any  watches  there.  On  Thursday  night  we  remained  at  the 
Rupe  with  the  Koralle.  On  Friday  morning  the  Koralle  ordered  us  to  cut  down  a  tree ;  two 
men  from  my  village  and  another  man  cut  down  a  tree,  and  put  it  across  the  road.  On 
Saturday  morning  the  Koralle  directed  us  to  remove  the  tree ;  the  tree  was  removed.  I  did 
not  go  near  a  krog.  This  is  all  I  have  to  state.  The  tree  was  cut  down  to  prevent  troops 
conung  from  Trincomalie. 

Signed  in  Singhalese  characters. 

The  fore^oin^  statement  made  by  the  said  Oudangava  Punchiralle  Aratchy,  who  was  then 
in  his  sound  and  sober  senses,  having  been  taken  down  in  writing,  was  read  over  and  inter- 
preted to  and  subscribed  by  him  in  the  presence  of  us. 

(Signed)  H.  C.  Stewart,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

H.  Perera,  Interpreter. 


No.  3. 


The  jury,  by  their  foreman,  recommend  Junamalua  Ukkoo  Banda  Koralle  to  mercy,  on 
the  ground  of  presumed  general  ignorance,  and  of  his  having  apparently  acted  under  the 
influence  of  bodily  fear  and  apprehension  of  losses  and  the  degradation  of  his  family. 


In  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Island  of  Ceylon  (criminal  jurisdiction). 

Midland  Circuit,  1     No.  4. — The  Queen  versus  Kandepulle  Banda  and  others,  for  High 
Kandy,  1848.     J  Treason. 

Kandy,  the  18th  day  of  September,  1848.  On  this  libel  of  accusation  the  sentence  of  the 
Court  pronounced  and  published  this  day  is,  that  Kandepulle  Banda,  Amarakar  Mudianse> 
lagey  Hettimulle  Appoohamy  Aratchy,  Wannenayke  Mudianselagey  Punchiralle,  Parraga- 
hawawa  Heratmudianselagey  Mudelihamy  Dahaneke  Mudianselay  Punchiralle,  and  ]^n-  C.  B 

degedere  Nilhamy,  be  taken  from  thence  to  the  common  gaol  of  Kandy,  and  from  thence  to 
the  usual  place  of  execution  within  the  district  of  Kandy,  or  such  other  place  within  the 
Kandyan  province  as  his  Excellency  the  Governor  may  appoint ;  and  that  tbere,  on  Thursday, 
the  26th  day  of  October  next,  between  the  hours  of  nme  and  three  of  the  same  day,  they  be 
hanged  by  the  neck  until  they  be  dead. 

(Signed)  Charles  Belino,  Begistrar. 


2  L 

Digitized  by 


Google 


252  PAPEHS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

CtOBN.  1.  Kandepulle  Banda. 

""—  2.  Basnaike  Mudiansdav  Appoohmmy. 

3.  Amarakon  Mudianselagey  KottimiJe  Appoobamy  Araloby, 

4.  Wanneoayeke  MudianseWey  PuBchiraUe. 

5.  Paragahawawa  Heratmudiaoslagey  Mtidelihamy. 

6.  Dahaneke  Mudianselay  Ptincbindla. 

7.  Onegomowa  Banda  Koralle. 

8.  Potuherre  Dingere  Appoo. 

9.  Kotmalie  Ahadassie  Unause. 

10.  Kandefi;edere  Nilhamy. 

11.  Vidaneiagedere  Kaurale. 

12.  Madahapollegedere  Punchiralle. 

13.  Henegomayalaigedere  Ukkooa. 

High  Treason. 

Plea,  Not  Guilty. 

Tlwmas  Lewis  Gibson,  District  Judge  at  Rurnegalle. — I  made  a  plan  of  the  town  of  Kurne- 
^lle ;  it  is  not  done  by  measurement,  but  is  generally  correct ;  it  mows  the  relative  situation 
of  the  diSerent  places.  I  was  in  Kumegalle  on  the  30th  of  July  last ;  on  the  28th  we  received 
information  that  a  king  had  been  proclaimed  at  Dambool,  and  therefore  we  applied  to  Kaody 
for  troops;  28th,  Friday,  passed  off  quietly;  29th,  a  rumour  came  that  the  people  were 
advancing  on  the  town  ;  expresses  were  sent  to  Kandy  to  hasten  the  troops.  Nothing  occurred 
on  Saturday ;  on  that  night  we  received  information  that  the  nM>b  were  within  two  miles  of 
Kumegalle,  and  would  come  in  the  next  morning;  On  Sunday  morning  we  sent  out  about  six 
or  half-past  to  see  if  the  troops  were  coming ;  a  messenger  returned. with  the  information  that 
they  were  within  three  or  four  miles.  About  half  an  hour  aftor  Mr.  Sima  rode  in  from  Made* 
weltenne,  bringing  same  information ;  between  seven  and  eight  we  heard  a  great  hooting,  and 
immediately  after  a  great  crowd  turned  from  the  Trincomalie  road,  running  across  the  path 
leading  to  the  Assistant  Agent's  house;  there  might  be  J 200  or  1500;  could  not  see  whether 
they  were  armed.  We  thought  it  time  to  move ;  Mr.  Templer  and  I  took  a  short  cut  to  the 
Kandy  road ;  and  Mr.  Sims  mounted  his  horse.  We  met  me  Bifles  within  a  mile  of  Kume* 
galle.  We  returned  with  the  troops  at  quick  time ;  this  was  about  a-auarter  past  eight.  As 
soon  as  we  turned  into  the  first  approach  to  Kumegalle,  the  advaneed  guard  were  fired  upon 
by  some  men  in  th^  road,  and  also  some  men  from  Mr.  Perera*s  house;  they  were  Kandyansi 
The  fire  was  returned  by  the  troops ;  the  troops  advanced  along  the  road ;  then  I  saw  the 
canteen  on  fire;  the  troops  were  divided  into  two  parties,  cbse  to  the  gaol;  the  oflBcer  and 
Mr.  Templer  went  with  one  party  towards  the  cutchery ;  the  lieutenant  and  myself  went  with 
the  other  party  across  the  esplanade^  through  a  cocoa-nut  tope  to  an  open  ground.  Troops 
kept  firing  on  the  mob  of  Kandyans,  some  of  whom  were  armed  with  all  kincb  of  arms.  The 
lieutenant  then  ordered  the  firing  to  cease ;  I  saw  a  number  of  persons  wounded  and  killed — 
Kandyans ;  one  of  them  was  an  Aratchy.  The  lieutenant  and  I  went  towards  the  cutcherry, 
and  were  joined  by  the  other  party.  I  went  towards  the  Trincomalie  road ;  in  the  path  there 
were  some  firing  by  the  troops.  Then  the  order  was  given  to  do  nothing  but  take  prisoners ; 
then  I  went  to  the  gaol  with  a  body  of  prisoners  whom  we  had  taken.  I  found  the  gaol  door 
open ;  I  found  out  afterwards  it  had  not  been  locked  when  the  mob  went  there ;  ihev  were  all 

5 one ;  I  cannot  say  how  the  prisoners  got  out  of  their  cells,  which  were  locked  tne  previous 
ay.  Went  to  the  Court-house;  every  piece  of  furniture  broken,  more  or  less;  papers  scat- 
tered up  and  down.  I  saw  Kandyans  running  away,  carrying  bundles  of  clothes,  cloths,  &c. 
I  lost  everything ;  my  house  was  entirely  gutted;  crodiery  and  glass  broken ;  all  my  beer  and 
wine  spilt ;  all  the  Templers'  things  taken  in  the  same  way.  Saviel  Pulle's  shop  was  ran- 
sacked ;  also  Mr.  Perera's,  and  three  or  four  others.  Mr.  Templer,  on  Friday,  the  28th, 
received  an  ola  from  1st  prisoner,  informing  him  that  the  king  had  been  proclaimed  at 
Dambool.     I  don't  remember  ever  having  seen  the  2nd  prisoner  before.    I  did  not  see  any  of 

R.  E.  the  prisoners,  to  my  knowledge,  on  Sunday  morning.     1st  prisoner  was  lately  Basnaike 

Nillemy,  but  he  gave  it  up,  but  is  still  Koralle.     I  did  not  identify  a  single  Kandyan.     Know 

Jury.  nothing  against  1st  prisoner;  always  entertained  a  very  high  opinion  of  him.     I  think  there 

were  about  10  or  12  shots  fired  by  the  rebels.     We  buried  23  rebels.    ITiere  were  of  troops 
about  25  men  and  2  ofiScers. 

Medegedere  Appoohamy. — Lives  10  miles  from  Kumegalle.  On  Sunday,  remenibers 
people  entering  Kumegalle.  On  Saturday  before,  I  saw  a  Targe  assemblage  of  people  in  an 
open  land,  a  lime  more  than  10  miles  from  Kumegedle ;  it  was  in  the  mormafi;.  I  saw  about 
50  people  assembled,  and  others  were  still  assembling.  I  saw  a  headman  there — Dicioura. 
They  then  went  to  another  place,  in  the  direction  of  Kumefifalle.  I  went  to  my  house,  and 
came  back  to  the  last-mentioned  field.  They  had  gone,  as  1  was  told,  towards  Kumegalle. 
I  went  towards  Kumegalle,  and  saw  a  great  multitude  of  people  going  to  Kumegalle.  I  went 
back  to  my  house.  I  saw  the  crowd  again  on  Sunday  morning  lat  Kumegalle,  early  in  the 
morning— about  4000  or  5000  people.  I  think  there  are  about  500  people  in  Court  (about 
200).  I  saw  1st  prisoner  retiring  from  Kumegalle  with  the  crowd,  at  the  distance  of  a  hoo 
from  Kumegalle,  on  the  Trincomalie  road ;  2nd  prisoner  also  retiring  on  the  same  road  with 
the  crowd,  also  6th.  I  saw  other  people  whom  I  don't  see,  as  I  was  going  to  Kumegalle.  I 
heard  firing  at  Kumegalle.  The  crowd  I  saw  was  running  from  Kumegalle  way,  I  saw 
nothing  in  the  hands  of  the  prisoners  whom  I  have  pointed  out,  but  I  saw  arms  in  the  hands 
of  many  of  the  crowd ;  some  had  guns,  some  swords.  Some  of  the  crowd  said  Kumegalle  had 
been  taken ;    "  We  have  left  some  people  there,  and  we  are  going  away."     There  were 
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amongst  tbat  crowd  people  whom  I  bad  seen  in  the  crowd  on  Saturday ;  Deatoora  was  one.  CEXWV* 

Deatoora  had  told  me,  on  die  Saturday  when  I  saw  the  orowd^  a  rebellion  has  taken  place,.  ""^ 

and  are  going  to  Kumegalle,  and  that  the  inhabitants  here  must  join  the  rebellion ;  that  if 

they  did  not,  their  houses  will  be  set  on  fire,  and  their  families  will  be  given  to  Rodiahs,  and 

even  the  very  sand  in  the  air  will  not  be  spared,  and  therefore  that  I  and  all  the  people  must 

jom  the  rebellion.     This  was  -the  common  saying  of  all  tlra  crowd.     I  oame  from  gaol  this 

morning,  and  I  hove  been  there  more  than  a  month  and  16  days.     The  prisoners  I  have 

pointed  out  were  not  present  when  Deatoora  said  what  I  have  stated.     I  did  not  see  any  of 

those  three  prisoners  on  Saturday. 

Jury. — I  saw  some  of  the  crowd  who  were  running  away  on  Sundasy  were  carrying  clothes. 
They  were  running  as  fast  as  people  would  who  were  chased  by  elephants.  I  also  went  to  join 
the  rebeb,  as  I  had  no  other  means  of  saving  my  own  property.  I  was  seized  by  the  troops 
near  a  cong-troe.  I  had  heard  three  days  before  that  there  was  a  rebellion  at  Otatte  Korle^ 
and  that  the  rebels  were  coming  iVom  Matelle.     My  house  is  on  the  Trincomalie  road. 

Johannes  de  Siha. — ^Lives  at  Kumemlle.  Lived  there  since  1821.  Was  formerly  con* 
stable.  Was  at  Kumegalle  on  30th  July.  I  heard  a  great  noise  on  Trincomalie  road^ 
fihouting.  I  went  to  see,  and  saw  crowd  on  two  divbions  at  the  kong-tree.  Went,  one  towards 
the  cutcnerry,  the  other  towards  the  lines.  Consisted  of  4000  or  5000  people,  €u*med  with 
guns,  clubs,  and  small  axes.  The  last-mentioned  division  entered  into  a  house  that  I  let  out» 
and  broke  the  door  with  clubs,  and  broke  all  the  tables  and  chairs  in  the  house.  They  then 
went  to  Saviirs  shop,  ransacked  and  carried  away  the  goods,  having  tied  them  in  bundles* 
Then  another  house  was  entered.  I  saw  1st  prisoner  accompanying  some  people  who  seemed 
to  be  carrying  away  a  piece  of  lead ;  he  was  causing  it  to  be  carried  by  those  people.  I  went 
near  him.  **  I  am  a  poor  man,"  I  said,  *'  and  encumbered  with  a  family,"  and  I  begged  him 
to  do  no  injury  to  me.  He  was  an  old  acquaintance  of  mine,  so  I  addressed  him.  I  knew  he 
had  two  or  three  situations,  and  as  he  was  one  of  the  mob  I  thought  he  could  protect  me  from 
injunr.  He  made  motions  with  his  hands,  by  which  I  concluded  he  would  not  injure  me. 
He  did  not  speak.  He  and  the  people  went  on  the  Trincomalie  road.  Soon  aAer  this  I  heard 
the  report  of  one  or  two  guns  in  the  direction  of  the  Kandy  road,  and  upon  this  the  people 
who  were  there  prepared  to  run  away.  Some  person  behind  the  crowd  cried  out,  *'  None  of 
you  should  run  away,  our  God  is  approaching."  Then  they  ceased  running,  and  went  forward 
2t)  paces,  and  held  up  their  guns,  and  fired  them  in  the  air  (10  or  12  shots),  and  then  the 
troops  oame  up.  They  then  begun  to  run  away,  doing  and  saying  nothing,  on  the  Trincomalie 
road.  I  have  seen  none  of  the  prisoners,  except  the  1st,  amongst  the  crowd.  The  people  who 
fired  the  giras  were  in  the  rear ;  if  they  had  levelled  them,  they  would  have  shot  their  own 
people.  I  did  not  see  any  of  the  mob  fire  at  the  Malay  troops ;  if  any  firing  at  them  had 
taken  place,  I  must  have  seen  it.  My  only  reason  for  saying  that  he  caused  it  to  be  carried 
■by  those  people  was  that  he  was  in  company  with  them.  Two  or  three  minutes  after  shots 
were  fired  in  die  air.    Malay  troops  fired.     The  Singhalese  people  then  had  their  backs  to  R.  K. 

them,  running  arway.  First  I  heard  three  shots ;  then  the  shots  were  increasing,  1,  2,  3,  as 
they  were  coming.  I  did  not  see  who  fired  these  shots.  Did  not  see  any  diots  from 
Mr.  Perera's  house ;  I  could  not  from  where  I  was  standing.  The  Kandians  call  their  king 
God.     Devis,  in  up-country  Singhalese,  means  botli  king  and  God. 

Don  Cornells  examined. — I  am  Kangany  of  the  Gutcherry  at  Kumegalle.  On  Sunday 
night  rebels  came  into  Kumegalle ;  people  who  came  to  war ;  they  came  in  arms.  I  only 
eaw  the  party  that  came  to  the  lines  from  the  TrincomaUe  way.  They  were  more  than  300 
people.  They  broke  Savill's  shop.  I  saw  there  the  4th  prisoner.  I  knew  him  before.  He 
and  some  other  people  were  in  advance,  goin^  to  the  shop.  He  said  to  the  others,  '^  Break 
this  shop."  I  saw  him  a  little  while  after  as  I  was  running  away  through  a  field  towards  the 
District  Court;  he  was  going  towards  the  ^aol,  acoompanied  by  others.  The  Peons  were 
there  on  ?uard  at  the  entrance  of  the  •gaol.  He  said  something  to  the  Peons,  I  could  not  hear 
what,  and  then  the  Peons  and  Cangany  went  from  tiieir  posts.  The  crowd  bad  guns,  swords, 
axes,  and  dubs.  4th  prisoner  had  a  sword.  Four  days  after  a  man  called  the  king  was 
brought  to  Kumegalle ;  4th  prisoner  was  also  with  the  party  who  brought  him  in,  and  on  that 
occasion  he  was  secured,  being  identified  by  a  boutique  keeper.  4th  prisoner  lives  at  Wellenoe, 
eight  English  miles  from  Kumegalle. 

PimchiraUe,  Police  Peon  at  Kumegalle. — On  Sunday,  30th  July,  a  great  multitude  of 
people  destro)red  Gutcherry,  Agent's  house,  and  some  other  places.  I  saw  there  1st,  6th,  and 
13th  prisoners.  1st  was  in  advance,  and  the  people  fiollowing ;  so  was  6tfa.  I  said  to  the  Ist, 
•*  Why  do  you  come  with  such  a  crowd  of  people?"  He  said,  *'  You  go,  it  is  no  business  of 
of  yours  to  ask  that  question."  Then  the  crowd  divided  into  two  parts.  I  entered  the  bushes 
behind  my  house.  1st  and  6th  had  weapons  in  their  hands,  either  sword  or  spear,  like  that  on 
the  table.  13th  was  seized  when  the  business  was  nearly  over.  I  live  near  the  kong-tree.  I 
had  just  been  relieved  from  duty  when  the  rebels  came.  I  was  wdl  acqusmited  with  the  1st 
prisons  before;  I  am  also  well  acquarated  with  the  6th,  and  the  13th  aTso;  his  village  is 
hardly  three  miles  from  Kumegalle. 

PUcky. — Lnres  two  miiee  from  Kumegalle.  On  a  Sunday  morning  the  rebels  entered 
Kumegalle.  The  night  before  1  saw  many  people  pass  towards  it.  On  the  Sunday  morning 
people  stopped  opposite  my  house,  and  called  on  me  to  go  with  them.  They  said  if  I  refused 
they  would  hang  me.  About  1000  went  with  me,  besides  a  great  many  on  before.  They  had 
gims,  swords,  and  clubs.  The  crowd  said  18  taxes  were  demanded,  and  they  were  going  to 
pay  them.  I  saw  1st  prisoner.  The  4th  prisoner  I  saw  on  my  return  from  Kumegalle.  I 
ran  home  alone,  and  I  saw  4th  prisoner  running  with  the  people.  I  saw  1st  opposite  to  my 
house,  going  with  the  rebels  towards  Kumegalle;  be  had  nothing  in  his  hand.    I  was  arrested 
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CETLON.         and  put  in  gaol,     t  have  been  23  days  in  gaol.    I  was  liberated.     I  had  given  the  information 

against  Ist  and  4th  prisoners.     In  Kurnegalle,  I  saw  people  take  property  from  a  shop,  and 

run  away,  and  I  heard  the  noise  of  breaking  of  doors.     I  heard  the  report  of  guns. 

Lieut.  Charles  Gaspar  David  Annesly  examine<I. — ^Am  in  the  Ceylon  RiBes.  Was  hi  com- 
mand of  detachment  on  the  morning  of  the  30th.  Met  Mr.  Templer,  Mr.  Oibson,  and 
Mr.  Sims  coming  from  Kurnegalle.  In  consequence  of  infonnation  they  eave  me,  I  ordered 
my  men  to  load,  and  marched  into  Kurnegalle.  As  we  entered  Kume^^e  we  w«re  fired  on 
from  a  house  on  our  left,  and  also  from  the  road.  Several  shots  were  fired  by  the  rebels ;  they 
were  at  us.  I  ordered  my  men  to  fire.  I  cleared  the  houses  on  the  left  of  the  Kandians 
(rebels).  I  then  divided  the  party  into  two  parts,  going  with  one  and  sending  Bovil  with  the 
other.  The  guns  were  presented  at  us,  that  is  why  I  said  they  fired  at  us.  They  were  about 
60  or  70  yards  from  us.  They  also  fired  on  us  from  the  houses  on  our  left,  close  to  us.  They 
R,  E.  hid  themselves  here  and  there.     My  men  killed  23.     I  heard  the  whistle  of  bullets  near  me, 

over  our  heads.  When  we  got  to  the  gaol  there  was  nobody  there.  I  afterwards  saw  all  the 
houses  were  gutted.  The  crowd  was  armed ;  we  took  several  arms.  The  crowd  was  all  in 
the  houses,  plundering,  when  we  came  up.     I  ordered  the  men  to  stop  firing. 

Packier. — I  am  a  peon  of  Government  Agent  at  Kurnegalle ;  was  there  when  rebels  came  on 
Sunday  morning.  Saw  the  mob  coming.  Knew  some  of  them.  Saw  4th.  He  was  coming 
with  the  rebels ;  he  had  a  sword  in  his  hand.  He  was  on  the  road  half  a  mile  out  of  the  town 
when  I  saw  him.  I  have  lived  there  one  year  and  four  months.  Nobody  offered  to  molest 
me.     They  were  shouting.     I  don't  know  why  I  have  been  lately  appointed. 

Coope  Jamalon  examined. — Lives  at  Kurnegalle ;  was  there  on  the  Sunday  morning.  I 
saw  4th  prisoner  and  10th  prisoner  there.  Saw  4th  running  away  to  his  village  on  the  Trin- 
comalie  road,  after  the  troops  had  fired ;  the  10th  was  with  him,  and  they  were  accompanied 
by  seven  or  eight  more.  I  seized  10th  prisoner;  he  had  a  sword  in  his  hand.  I  struggled 
with  him  a  long  time  before  I  succeeded  in  disarming  him.  This  is  the  sword.  I  was  then  a 
police  Serjeant ;  afterwards  I  have  been  appointed  chief  constable  at  Kurnegalle.  4th  and 
10th  prisoners  ran  close  past  me  as  I  was  standing  in  the  road.  10th  said  nothing  to  me. 
10th  attempted  to  cut  me  with  the  sword.  I  had  a  short  spear  in  my  hand.  There  were 
other  people  to  second  me.  Policemen.  I  took  10th  prisoner  into  custody.  I  tied  him  and 
three  others  and  sent  them  to  gaol. 

Saibo. — Lives  at  Kurnegalle;  was  there  on  Sunday,  30th  of  July,  after  the  troops  had 
come.  I  saw  last  witness  make  prisoner  of  10th  prisoner.  He  had  a  sword,  which  was  taken 
from  him  by  last  witness.  I  saw  them  struggling.  There  is  the  sword.  I  rattan  chairs,  and 
am  a  peon  of  the  gaol.  After  the  rebels  came  I  was  appointed  to  the  gaol  as  peon ;  before  that 
I  was  a  patrol.  I  have  lived  there  the  last  six  or  seven  years.  Prisoner  b  not  a  Kurne- 
galle man. 

Baba  Appoo. — Peon  in  police  magistrate's  office,  Kumegall.  Was  there  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, 30th.  Saw  the  1st  and  6th  prisoners  with  the  rebels;  as  the  rebels  were  going  to  the 
court-house,  and  at  the  Malay  lines.  They  were  going  in  advance ;  each  of  them  had  a  sword. 
I  heard  the  firing  after  I  saw  their  men.  I  have  been  a  police  peon  three  vears.  I  was 
at  the  lines  when  1  saw  them.  I  was  about  12  fathoms  from  the  mob  when  I  nrst  saw  them. 
Then  I  slipped  aside.  I  knew  them  well  before.  I  used  to  take  letters  to  them.  I  was  exa- 
mined  in  the  Queen's  Advocate's  Office.     I  mentioned  the  6th  man  there. 

Court. — I  have  no  doubt  either  about  the  Ist  or  6th,  they  were  the  foremost  of  the  mob. 

Inan  Peris  examined. — Lives  at  Kurnegalle ;  was  there  on  Sunday  momins^.  I  saw  3rd 
and  4th  prisoners.  I  was  in  Saviel's  shop  when  3rd  prisoner  came  with  the  rebels.  I  did  not 
see  him  do  anything.  He  had  something  in  his  hand — I  don't  know  what.  I  had  known 
him  before.  Ilie  crowd  entered  the  shop  and  robbed  it.  I  heard  the  firing  after  I  saw  pri- 
soners. I  was  outside  in  Saviel's  shop  door  when  I  saw  4th  prisoner  on  tbe  road  ;  he  was  with 
the  mob.  I  am  in  the  service  of  Saviel  PuUe.  I  am  certain  I  saw  3rd  prisoner.  When  the 
people  robbed  the  shop  I  stood  outside  looking  on. 

Mootoo  Samy. — Lives  at  Kurnegalle.  I  am  a  servant  of  Saviel's.  Saw  the  rebels  come  on 
Sunday.  Saw  the  3rd  prisoner  opposite  to  our  shop.  He  was  coming  with  a  knife  and  a 
large  number  of  people.  Thev  cut  the  tats  and  entered  the  shop  and  plundered  it,  just  about 
the  time  I  heard  firing.     Neither  3rd  prisoner  nor  his  friends  ever  gave  me  a  threshing. 

Packier  Baboo. — Lives  at  Kurnegalle.  Rebels  entered  on  Sunday.  Saw  1st,  2nd,  3rd, 
4tb,  and  6th  prisoners.  1st  prisoner  near  our  mosque ;  a  large  crowd  with  him.  He  told  the 
crowd  to  break  down  the  house  of  Mr.  Lowendal.  I  ran  away.  Mr.  Lowendal  is  the  clerk 
of  the  District  Court.  The  2nd  and  3rd  prisoners  were  in  front  of  the  mob  with  the  1st  and 
the  4th  also  in  front,  also  6th.  I  ran  into  the  jungle  with  my  children.  Afterwards  1  beard 
firing.  I  am  a  cart-driver.  Formerly  I  was  a  peon,  and  was  dismissed.  There  was  a  case 
against  me  about  a  gun.  I  came  out  of  the  gaol  on  the  Thursday  previous  to  the  Sunday.  I 
was  formerly  in  the  Ceylon  Bifle  Regiment  I  was  dismissed  for  a  crime.  I  have  been 
flogged  when  I  was  in  the  regiment.  1st  prisoner  had  a  sword;  2nd  also;  3rd  also :  4th 
had  something ;  don't  know  whether  gun  or  long  stick.  6th  a  sword.  I  had  known  1st  well 
before.  I  have  seen  2nd  prisoner  in  District  Court,  sometimes  as  assessor,  sometimes  as  wit- 
ness. 3rd  prisoner  being  Korale,  and  often  came  as  witness  to  the  court.  4th  is  a  cattle 
stealer,  he  has  been  proved  to  be  so,  and  is  often  in  Kurnegall  before  the  court.  I  have  seen 
6th  as  witness  and  as  assessor. 

Aberau. — I  am  a  dobie  at  Kurnegalle.  Was  there  on  Sunday  when  the  rebels  came.  Saw 
5th  and  11th.  Saw  5th  running  away  along  Trincomalie  road  after  troops  came.  He  was 
alone.  He  had  a  sword.  Standing  close  to  the  door  of  my  house  in  the  road  a  Moorman 
came.     I  ran  into  the  jungle.     I  came  out^  joined  the  Malay  troops,  and  was  following  them; 
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a  Malay  soldier  gave  me  a  man  in  cbar^e.    It  was  then  I  saw  11th  running  away  with  a         CKYLON. 
small  bundle  wrapped  in  a  dirty  piece  of  cloth.     He  was  running  Pullam  way  from  Kume-  *"""" 

galle.  I  had  not  seen  either  before.  They  were  strangers.  I  saw  5th  as  near  as  the  window 
from  me.  11th  passed  very  close  to  me ;  and  if  I  had  not  had  hold  of  the  other  man  I  could 
have  seized  him.  I  killed  a  man,  striking  him  with  a  rice  pounder.  He  entered  my  house 
and  called  in  the  other  rebels.  After  he  had  stolen  all  the  things  in  my  house,  he  opened  a 
pillow,  saying  there  were  gold  coins  in  it ;  then  I  struck  him.  He  fell.  He  had  a  gun.  The 
others  ran  away  then.     The  troops  had  come  then. 

Pasman, — Lives  at  Kumegalie.  Was  there  on  Tuesday  morning.  Saw  the  5th  prisoner  in 
Trincomalie  road,  near  my  house.  He  was  with  the  other  people  as  the  rebels  were  entering 
Kumegalie.  He  had  a  sword.  I  am  a  peon.  There  are  about  30  Malay  men  in  Kiime- 
galle.    The  crowd  had  guns,  clubs,  and  other  weapons. 

Boossie, — Lives  at  Kumegalie.  Saw  the  rebels  on  Sunday  30th.  Saw  5th  prisoner  on  the 
road,  coming  with  others  on  Trincomalie  road.  They  all  had  weapons.  5th  had  a  sword. 
I  am  a  trader. 

Saban  examined. — Saw  rebels  enter  Kurneealle  on  Sunday.  Saw  11th  on  the  Trincomalie 
road  with  them.  Had  a  gun.  I  seized  and  tied  him.  He  was  running  away,  and  the  sol- 
diers called  to  him  to  stop.  He  did  so,  and  1  was  ordered  to  tie  him,  and  1  did.  I  rattan 
chairs. 

Hendrick  Perera  examined. — I  interpreted  at  Kandy  to  Deputy  Queen's  Advocate,  acted  in 
this  case.     11th  prisoner  made  statement  in  due  form. 

Mr.  Gibson  recalled. — On  Friday  before  the  Sunday  Mr.  Temple  received  an  ola  from  1st 
prisoner ;  in  consequence  of  that  ola  our  previous  intention  as  regards  sending  for  troops  was 
fulfilled.  That  determined  us.  I  can't  say  whether  I  did  see  the  ola.  I  can  t  say  1st 
prisoner  wrote  or  sent  it.  1  have  no  knowledge  on  the  subject,  except  what  1  heard  from  Mr. 
Templer.^  It  is  not  within  my  knowledge  that  troops  were  sent  for  on  the  Wednesday  previous. 
On  tnat  Wednesday  I  put  patois  on  in  Kumegalie.  This  was  in  consequence  of  information 
received  by  the  Cutcherry  Modliar. 

Pcuhier  Amat. — Private  in  Ceylon  Rifle  Regiment.  Was  at  Kumegalie  on  Sunday  when 
the  rebels  came.  I  made  one  of  the  rebels  prisoner.  The  13th.  He  had  a  gun.  He  was 
running  away.  As  we  came  into  the  town  the  firing  commenced.  Near  about  the  boutiques. 
Did  not  see  the  people  that  fired  on  us.  The  guns  were  fired  from  the  high  road.  I  did  not 
see  shots  come  from  the  houses. 


In  the  District  of  Kandy. 
The  Queen  verstis  Nilhamy  and  others,  charged  with  High  Treason. 

On  the  19th  day  of  August,  1848,  at  Kandy,  appeared  before  me,  John  James  Staples,  Esq., 
a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  district  aforesaid,  Kauralle  of  Dietura,  in  the  district  of  Kume- 
galie^ who  being  asked  of  what  he  will  say  to  the  charge  of  treason  made  against  him,  and  cau- 
tioned that  he  is  not  obliged  to  make  any  statement  that  may  criminate  himself,  and  that  what 
he  shall  say  may  be  used  in  evidence  against  him,  states : — 

On  Saturday  I  was  called  by  Ototta  Korle  Aratchille  to  join  the  rebels,  and  told  me  to  take 
a  gun  if  I  had  one;  I  went  with  him  to  Daramittipollewelle,  where  I  saw  about  2000  or  3000 
men  arrived  with  guns,  swords,  and  spears ;  we  remained  there  on  Saturday  night,  and  on 
Sunday  morning  we  went  to  Kumegalie,  and  the  people  whom  we  met  there  said  they  had 
taken  Kumegalie ;  I  was  stmck  with  a  stick  and  taken  prisoner.  I  had  no  gun.  I  have 
nothing  more  to  say. 

(Signed  with  the  mark  of  Kauralle.) 

The  foregoing  statement  made  by  the  said  Kauralle,  who  was  then  in  his  sound  and  sober 
senses,  having  been  taken  down  in  writing,  was  read  over  and  interpreted  to,  and  subscribed 
by  him  in  the  presence  of  us. 

(Signed)  J.  J.  Staples, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Kandy. 
H.  Pbrbra, 

Interpreter. 

In  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Island  of  Ceylon  (criminal  jurisdiction). 

Midland  Circuit,  )     No.  5.—  The  Queen  versus  Wigayasoondere  Mudianselay  Appoohamy, 
Kandy,  1848.     J  and  others,  for  High  Treason. 

Kandy,  the  18th  day  of  September,  1848.  On  this  libel  of  accusation,  the  sentence  of  the 
Court  pronounced  and  published  this  day,  is  that  Wigayasoondere  Mudianselay  Appoohamy, 
Kolambelamalle  Mohattelay  Appoohamy,  and  Bamunawelle  Mudelihamy,  be  taken  from 
hence  to  the  common  gaol  of  Kandy,  and  from  thence  to  the  usual  place  of  execution  within  the 
district  of  Kandy,  or  such  other  place  within  the  Kandyan  province  as  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  may  appoint,  and  that  there,  on  Thursday  the  2Dth  day  of  October  next,  between  the 
hours  of  nine  and  three  of  the  same  day,  they  be  hanged  by  the  neck  until  they  be  dead. 

(Signed)  Charles  Belino, 

Registrar. 
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CBTLON.  In  the  District  of 'Kandy. 

The  Queen 
venui 

1.  Wijaiondere  Mudianseky  Appoohamy. 

2.  Kolumbdamulle  Mohattelagey. 

3.  Bamunawelle  Mudeliharay. 

High  Treason. 
Plea,  Not  Guilty. 

T.  X.  Gilmnu — District  Judge  of  Kurnegalle,  made  a  sketch,  not  to  measurement,  of  the 
town  of  Kurnegalle  ;  was  there  when  rebels  entered  on  Sunday,  30th  July ;  party  of  troops 
came  that  day  and  expelled  the  rebels.  Monday  was  quiet.  On  Tuesday  Lieutenant 
Annesley^  myself,  and  a  small  party,  went  out  by  the  side  of  the  road  to  Colombo,  and  waited 
in  a  jungle ;  he  and  a  rifleman  went  out  to  the  road,  and  they  were  fired  at  by  the  Kandians 
who  were  in  the  high  road ;  the  fire  was  returned,  rebels  ran,  rifles  pursued  a  short  way,  and 
we  returned ;  a  rebm  was  shot  on  the  road.  About  four,  same  day^  a  party  went  out  same  road 
again ;  saw  large  party  of  rebels  on  high  road  advancing  towards  Kurnegalle ;  they  fired  and 
turned  round  and  ran  away;  troops  did  not  fire,  but  followed  them  half-a-mile;  officer  sent 
two  or  three  men  on  the  right  of  the  road.  We  saw  no  more  of  them,  and  retmmed;  it  was 
about  1  o'clock  in  the  day  when  we  first  went. 

Lieutenant  Avamley^  C  iZ.  iZ.,  examined. — Was  in  Kurnegalle  1st  August,  in  command  of 
a  party ;  went  out  on  Colombo  road  about  1  o*clock  with  party ;  we  got  behind  a  bank.  I  went 
out  on  the  road ;  some  of  the  men  came  out  after  me,  and  we  were  fired  upon  by  the  rebels, 
we  fired  a  volley,  they  ran  away ;  we  found  one  man  was  killed  of  them  with  a  gun  by  his  side. 
Same  day  went  again  same  road  about  four ;  met  another  party,  they  fired  at  us  and  ran  away. 
First  time  they  fired  they  were  50  yards  off;  their  guns  were  levelled  at  us ;  they  were  at  the 
'^  present  ;*'  they  were  about  3000  or  4000 :  we  were  11.  The  rebels  in  front  had  guns,  in  the 
rear  had  clubs. 

Mudelihamy,  examined. — Is  an  Aratchy ;  lives  at  Dooradinea,  eight  miles  from  Kurnegalle. 
Knows  2nd  prisoner;  he  is  a  Korale.  I  know  that  rebels  were  in  Kurnegalle  on  Sunday.  On 
Monday  I  received  a  message  from  2nd  prisoner  by  the  means  of  Potuberre  Aratchy,  and  in 
consequence  I  went  to  2nd  prisoner  on  the  Monday.  I  met  him  at  Potuberre,  near  a  oertain 
tree ;  he  said  that  rebels  had  come  to  Kurnegalle  yesterday  irom  Upper  Dalospadloo,  had 
broke  Ciitcherry  and  gone  away,  and  that  he  and  some  others  had  also  been  requested  to  join 
the  rebellion,  and  requested  me  to  be  ready  with  other  men  to  go  to  Kurnegalle  the  following 
day.  I  then  told  him  on  my  way  to  you,  I  have  heard  Pollagalla  Ratamehatmeya  had  taken 
a  party  of  soldiers  from  Kandy  to  Kurnegalle,  that  it  is  in  vain  for  Kand3rans  to  rebel  against 
the  Government,  that  diey  never  will  be  successful,  and  therefore  it  is  useless  for  me  to  sacrifice 
my  life ;  so  I  refused  and  returned  to  my  village.  1  did  not  go  on  Tuesday.  My  father  died 
two  years  ago,  February  or  March.  2nd  prisoner  is  headman  of  our  village.  He  taxed  the 
property  which  my  father  left  to  me.  I  am  the  only  Aratchy  in  the  division.  Nobody  was 
present  at  our  conversation.  2nd  prisoner  told  me  he  was  sick;  he  had  a  handkerchief  tied 
round  his  head.  I  did  not  go  to  his  house;  the  tree  was  two-and-a-half  or  three  miles  from 
his  house. 

Appoohamj/f  examined. — Lives  at  Mandawilla,  six  miles  from  Kurnegalle,  Knows  the 
rebels  entered  Kurnegalle  on  Sunday ;  heard  so  on  the  next  day.  Went  to  Potuberre.  Korle 
Aratchy  came  on  that  morning  with  a  message  from  2nd  prisoner  to  me  that  he  wanted  me  at 
Potuberre  on  the  Colombo  road.  I  went  there  in  the  morning,  met  2nd  prisoner  there.  I 
asked  him  what  he  wanted,  he  said  that  the  people  of  Matelle  and  Upper  Dolospattoo  assem- 
bled together,  and  entered  Kurnegalle  on  Sunday,  that  they  were  unable  then  to  take  the  town; 
we  have  been  requested  to  go  to  Kurnegalle  as  on  this  day  to  make  war;  you  and  all  others 
must  come  likewise  with  guns  and  sworcb ;  there  were  a  great  number  of  men  present  at  this 
conversation,  they  had  guns  and  swords.  I  saw  many  people  also  going  along  the  road  towards 
Kurnegalle;  I  left  the  Korale  (here.  I  did  not  return.  I  have  gambled.  2nd  prisoner  did 
not  speak  to  me  nor  try  to  apprehend  me.  I  think  about  five  or  six  days  after  the  conversa- 
tion I  came  and  made  the  statement  voluntarily. 

Kaurale. — Lives  at  Palagamnu,  five  miles  and  a  half  from  Kurnegalle.  On  the  Tuesday 
following  Sunday,  when  the  rebels  entered  Kurnegalle,  I  went  to  Potuherre ;  a  message  came 
to  me  that  2nd  prisoner  wanted  me.  I  went,  and  found  500  or  600  people ;  they  had  guns 
and  swords,  and  clubs.  2nd  prisoner  was  waiting  there.  He  asked  me  why  I  came  without 
either  gun  or  sword  to  go  to  Kurnegalle  to  raise  the  insurrection ;  I  said  I  had  none.  I  tjoak 
a  fence  stick,  and  went  with  them  as  far  as  Wanduragalla,  four  miles  and  a  half  from 
Kurnegalle;  the  2nd  prisoner  was  busy  sending  away  the  people.  I  did  not  notice  2nd 
prisoner  coming  with  us  at  Wanduragalla.  We  found  a  great  multitude  assembled.  1st 
prisoner  came  to  Potuherre,  and  said  that  it  was  wrong  for  the  people  to  take  so  long  a  time 
to  start;  upon  that,  all  the  people  went  on  with  him  to  Wanduragalla,  and  there  we  found 
another  great  multitude.  The  two  parties  joined  there,  and  those  armed  marched  off  in 
front ;  those  with  clubs  followed.  I  only  went  as  far  as  a  well,  and  several  people  who  were 
in  the  rear  fell  out  there;  and  at  that  time  we  hear^  reports  of  guns  in  the  direction  of 
Kurnegalle,  and  the  people  who  had  gone  in  front  with  guns  came  running  back,  saying  two 
of  our  men  have  been  shot ;  then  we  ran  away  to  our  villages.  1st  prisoner  had  a  sword. 
He  came  foremost,  followed  by  four  or  five  others,  who  had  also  something  in  their  hands.  I 
know  1st  witness,  Mudelihamy.     1  did  not  see  him  that  day  anywhere.      I  did  not  see 
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Appoohamy  there  that  day.     It  was  a  little  late  when  I  got  to  the  tree ;  plenty  of  people         CEYLON, 
were  still  coming.     1st  prisoner  went  on  towards  Kumegalle,  when  we  fell  behind.  Z"^ 

PunchiraUe,  examined. — Lives  about  six  miles  and  a  half  from  Kumegalle.  On  Tuesday, 
after  the  rebels  entered  Kumegalle,  I  went  to  Potuherre,  about  five  hours  after  daybreak.  I 
accompanied  the  notary,  with  50  other  pe<^le.  Ist  and  2nd  prisoners  were  there,  and  200  or 
300  people  with  guns,  swords,  and  sticks.  2nd  said  that  certain  rebels  had  been  to  Kume- 
galle on  Sunday^  had  made  war  there,  and  it  ia  bad  for  us  to  remain,  without  ffoing  there.  L 
went  1st  prisoner  hastened  on  the  people  to  go.  2nd  prisoner  also  went.  We  went  towards 
Kumegalle.  I  went  within  half-a-mile  of  Kumegalle.  We  heard  firing,  and  saw  people 
ramiing  towards  us.  We  abo  ran  into  the  jungle  and  to  our.  villages.  I  gave  information 
two  or  three  davs  after  this  to  save  my  life  and  property. 

Mieskin. — Lives  near  Kumegalle,  sJbout  a  mile  and  a-quarter  firom  it^  im  the  Colombo 
road.  Reb^  entered  Kumegalle  on  a  Tuesday^  about  eleven  in  the  morning ;  more,  than 
3000  people.  I  saw  1st  and  3rd  prisoners  going  with  the  reb^ ;  both  had  swards.  Heard 
firing  afterwards  when  in  the  jungle..  I  keep  a  boutique^  and  have  paddy  fields.  I  am  a 
Malabar  man. 

Bastion  Naide,  examined. — Lives  near  Kumegalle,  on  tlie  Colombo  road,  close  to  the 
town.  Saw  rebels  go  into  the  town  on  Tuesday.  Saw  3rd  prisoner  with  them ;  knew  him 
before ;  he  is  called  an  Aratchy ;  he  had  a  sword.  Then  I  heard  a  firing.  Then  I  ran  into 
the  jungle ;  gave  information  four  or  fivew  days  after  to  Mr.  Gibson.  3rd  prisoner  never 
reported  me  as  having  cut  wood  in  Government  Forest. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  37.  '  Enc.  3  in  No.  37» 

The  QQeai*&  House,  Colombo, 
Sir,  Sqrtember  25, 1848. 

1.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  23rd  instant,  transautting  the 
notes  of  evidence,  and  sentences  of  death  passed  on  the  prisoners  oonmted  of  high  treason  at 
the  late  session  of  the  Supreme  Court  held  at  Kandy  for  the  special  purpose  of  trying  persons  ' 

implicated  in  the  late  rebellion. 

2.  I  have  given  to  this  communication  not  only  the  respectfiil  attention  becoming  yotir  high 
authority,  but  that  painful  and  anxious  consideration,  insqarable  from  the  solenm  question  of 
life  and  death  suggested  by  your  general  recommendation  of  all  the  prisoners  for  a  eommu* 
tation  of  their  punishments.  But  after  soliciting  the  advice  and  opinions  of  the  Executive 
Council,  it  is  with  gre«t  reluctance  that  I  find  myself  unable  to  ooncur  with  you  in  the 
propriety  of  that  course  towards  seme  of  those  men  convicted  in  due  course  of  law,  and  whose 
guilt  has  been  so  clearly  established  that  the  strict  line  of  your  duty,  unrnfiueneed  by  other 
considerations,  would  have  led  you,  as  you  state,  to  recommeud  to  me  to  inflict  on^  them  the 
last  penalty  of  the  law  in  vindication  of  justice,  order,  and  good  govemnnnt 

3.  These  considerations,  I  must  observe,  are  unconnected  with  the  judicial  question  on 
which  it  was  properly  within  your  province  to  assist  me  with  your  advice;  but,  irrespective  of 
this,  I  am  compelled  to  say  that  neither  they  nor  the  reasoning  founded  on  them  wfaidi  has 
induced  you  to  adopt  a  different  line  in  recommending  these  parties  to  mercy^  has  produced 
the  same  result  in  my  mind ;  whilst  at  the  same  time  sueh  publicity  has  unfiurtunately  been 
given  to  your  opinions  on  this  subject  as  would  involve  the  Government  in  enbarrassottenk 
were  I  to  set  aside  your  recommendation  to  m^cy  and  leave  these  individuals  for  execution. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  foresee  much  practical  inconvenience  likely  to  result  from  this  summary 
review  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  highest  civil  tribunal  in  the  island,  followed  by  a  sweqnng 
modification  of  its  judgment  upon  men  convicted  of  the  gravest  offences  known  to  our  laws. 

4.  Upon  a  deliberate  calculation,  however,  of  the  comparative  evils  of  either  course,  and 
feeling  strongly  the  disadvantage  at  which  I  am  placed  in  acting  on  my  own  judgment,  I  have 
deemed  it  best  to  lean  ta  the  side  of  mercy,  and  to  adopt  so  miM^i  of  your  recommendation  as 
regards  the  commutation  of  all  capital  punishments,  substituting  transportation  for  life  in  the 
instance  of  those  convicts  who  have  not  been  recommended  to  mercy  by  the  juries,  and  traii»* 
portation  fbr  14  years  in  all  the  other  cases* 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Hon.  Sir  A.  Oliphant,  Kt.,  (Signed)  Torrinqtot?; 

Chief  Justice. 
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Enclosure  4  in  No.  37. 
COURTS  MARTIAL. 


Tabular  View  of  Trials  and  Sentences  by  Court  Martial  in  the  Kandtan  Provinces  during  the  existence  of 

Martial  Law  between  29th  July  and  10th  October,  1848. 


No< 


10 


11 


Prifooer's  Name. 


Police     CoDttable 
Adrien  Appoo. 


Mudelehamj. 


Dingualle,  the  Kurni- 
gaUe  pretender. 


Charge. 


1ft.  Hewahakooregey. 
2iid«  Poorang  Appoo. 
drd.  Yakdebedegey 
Allis. 


1st.  Appoohamy, 
2Dd.  Koeralle. 
3rd.  Booterahamy. 
4th.  Tua  Hamy. 


Deenaike  Mudeeame- 
legey  Calico  Banda. 


Rangfaamy. 


1.  Nayanar. 

2.  Narayneu. 

3.  PerooTie. 


Itt  Veeran,  and 
2nd.  Colly  Multro. 


Etarywelle  Aiatchy, 
RtarywellePiincheralle. 
Etarywelle  Appohamy. 
Etarywelle  Okeralle. 
Pitonella  Puncheralle. 


Antho  Appoo. 


For  having,  at  Kandy,  oo  the  aftemoon  of  tiie  31tt  July,  1848, 
when  on  duty  ae  ^lice  constable,  wilfully,  or  tiirough  neglect, 
aUowed  a  penon  giTen  into  his  custody,  on  a  charge  of  creating 
a  false  alarm,  to  escape  from  his  custody. 

For  having,  on  Monday,  the  31st  day  of  July,  1848,  at  Arobule- 
kanda,  within  the  district  of  Kandr,  with  a  stick  assaulted  and 
robbed  one  Armoogam  Chitty  of  81.,  and  silver  chain  and  one 
pair  of  gold  earings. 


For  having,  in  the  district  of  Seven  Korles,  in  the  island  of  Cey- 
lon, between  the  2nd  and  4th  day  of  August,  1848,  together  with 
odier  &1se  traitors,  armed  and  arrayed  in  a  warlike  manner  with 
guns,  muskets,  swords,  and  spears,  or  o&er  weapons,  traitorously 
joined  in  rebellion  and  levied  war,  and  traitorously  assembled 
and  gathered  together  against  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  and  endea- 
voured by  force  of  arms  to  subvert  and  destroy  the  Constitutioo 
and  Government  of  the  island  of  Ceylon,  as  by  law  established. 

For  having  (not  regarding  their  allegiance  as  subjects)  rebelled  and 
levied  war  against  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  to  deprive  her  of  her 
Kandyan  dominions,  and  endeavoured,  on  the  2nd  day  of  August, 
1848,  at  Kordepallelle,  within  the  dutrict  of  Kandy,  to  shoot  at 
one  Don  Comelis  and  others ;  they  the  said  Hewahakooragey,  Tho- 
mies  Francoise  Appoo  Talias)  Poorang  Appoo,  and  Takdebedgey 
Allis,  being  armed  wim  loaded  guns. 

For  having,  on  Monday,  the  31st  July,  1848,  at  CabrooseUe  estate, 
within  the  district  of  Kandv  (being  armed  with  knives,  daggers, 
bill-hooks,  and  sticks),  stabbed  one  Assen  Caugn  with  a  Knife^ 
assaulted  and  beaten  Nulla  Sennau  and  others,  coolies  on  the 
said  estate,  and  robbed  a  quantity  of  axes,  mamotees,  plates,  and 
other  property  belonging  to  the  said  estate. 

For  having,  in  the  district  of  Seven  Korles,  widiin  the  island  of 
Ceylon,  between  the  2nd  and  4th  dajrs  of  August,  1818,  together 
wiU)  otiier  false  traitors^  who  were  armed,  did  accompany  one 
Dmgeralle,  of  Hangurkettee,  who  called  himself  king  throughout 
tike  said  district,  calling  upon  the  peonle  to  renounce  their  aUe- 
giance  to  our  Sovereign  Lady  Queen  Victocia,  and  to  acknow- 
ledge him  the  said  Dingeralle  as  their  lawftil  king;  and  also 
attempted  to  raise  and  levy  insurrection  and  rebellion  in  this 
island,  and  thereby  to  subvert  and  destroy  the  Constitution  and 
Government  of  this  colony  as  by  law  established. 

For  having,  at  or  near  VaUiooonbera,  within  the  district  of  Seven 
Korles,  with  a  certain  gun,  then  and  there  charged  with  gun- 
powder, and  which  gun  he  the  said  Ranghamy  then  and  there 
having  in  both  his  hands,  fired  at,  against,  and  upon  Sanlamia, 
a  corporal,  and  Caderwelle,  a  private,  both  of  Her  Majestv's  Cey- 
lon Rifle  Regiment,  then  and  there  feloniously,  nnlawfblly,  and 
maliciously  did  shoot  with  the  intent  to  kill  the  said  Sanlamia 
and  Caderwelle,  and  tiiereby  to  prevent  the  lawftil  apprehension 
of  him,  tiie  said  Ranghamy,  and  accomplices. 

For  having  in  their  possession,  in  the  basaar  of  Komegalle,  on  the 
8th  August,  1848,  within  the  district  of  Seven  Korles  and  the 
island  of  Ceylon,  certain  articles  of  clothing  claimed  by  Francis 
Daniels,  T.  Vanderpertv  and  Savil  Chitty,  all  of  the  town  of 
Kum^gaUe ;  which  articles  were  taken  from  the  houses  of  the  said 
claimants  on  Sunday,  the  30th  ultimo,  by  some  person  or  persons 
unknown. 

For  attempting  to  rob  Robert  Leech,  Esq.,  of  Ballicadoa    •     •     , 


Date  and 

Place 
of  TriaL 


1848. 
2  Aug. 
Kandy. 


7  Aug. 
Kandy. 


5  Aug. 
Kumegalle. 


Finding  and  Sentence. 


1st.  For  having  at  Cabroosa  Ellia,  on  the  31st  July,  1848,  ma- 
liciously and  unlawfully,  and  contrary  to  their  allegiance  as  British 
subjects,  endeavoured  with  knives,  stones,  and  other  weapons,  to 
deprive  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  her  dominions  in  the  island  of 
Ceylon. 

2ud.  With  having  robbed  and  plundered  axes^  mamotees,  household 
furniture,  the  property  of  Robert  Leech,  Esq.,  and  others. 

For  having  on  the  8th  August,  1848,  at  Ipitamulla,  maliciously 
and  unlawfully  endeavoured  to  extort  money  from  Dengena 
Apolonia,  by  tying  his  hands  and  falsely  accusing  him  of  theft. 


8  Aug. 
Kandy. 


»  Aug. 
Kandy. 


9  Aug. 
Komqiule. 


10  Aug. 
Kumegalle. 


11  Aug. 
Kumegalle. 


13  Aug. 
Matelle. 


14  Aug. 
Matelle. 


16  Aug. 
BlateUe. 


CMlty, 
SentsDced   to   undergo   a 
oorponl   punishment   of 
50  lashes. 

OvOiy. 
Sentenced  to  receive  a  cor- 
poral punishment  of  50 
lashes,  andiimprisonment 
with  hard  labour  for  two 
years. 

GuiUy. 
Sentence,  that  the  prisoner 
be  shot  to  death,  and  aiW 
execution,  his  body  ti^be 
hanged  on  a  tree  in  a 
public  place  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Kumeg^e 
for  four  days. 

OmUy. 
The  first  prisoner  to  be  trans- 
ported for  14  yeafs;  the 
second  prisoner  to  he  shot 
to  death;  and  Uie  third 
prisoner  to  be  transported 
for  14  yean. 

GuOiy. 
Sentenced  to  tianqiortation 
for  14  years. 


OuOty. 
SentMiced  to  be  transported 
as  a  felon  for  the  period 
of  his  natural  life. 


Remarks. 


Guilty. 
Sentence  that  the 
be  shot  to  death. 


Gwiky. 
Sentenced  to   a   corporal 
punishment  of  50  lashes 
each. 


Gmky. 
Sentenced  to  receive  a  cor- 
poral punishment  of  50 
lashes  each. 

Guilty, 
The  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  prison- 
ers to  be  transported  as 
felons  for  14  years;  the 
4th  and  5th  prisoners  for 
7  years  each. 


Guilty. 
Sentenced  to  receive  a  cor- 
poral punishment   of  75 
lashes  and  6  months'  im- 

Erisoiimcnt,  with  hard  la- 
our. 


Sentence  to  be  carried 
into  immediate  exe- 
cution. 

I 


Sentence  of  the  second 
prisoner  carried  into 
effect  8th  August, 
1848. 


Sentence  carried  into 
effect  at  half-past  fbor 
o'clock  F.M.  this  d^y, 
10th  August 
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Tabular  View  of  Trials  and  Sentences  by  Court-martial  in  the  Kandyan  Provinces,  &c. — continued. 


No. 


Prifoner's  Name. 


Charge. 


Date  and 
Place 

ofTriaL 


Fiuding  and  Sentence, 


Remarkf. 


V% 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


1ft.  lfniaa],and 
2nd.  BubAppoo. 


MawooM  Galle, 


1st  Junei  Appoo. 
3nd.  Letchmanan. 
3rd.  Tbamtia. 
4tb.  Smair  Appoo, 


Dbgoielle. 


Appoo  Hamy. 


Kaddahpolla  Unauie. 


18 


Oundualle, 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


Seman  Appoo. 


Karoo  Appoo. 


Satyamne   Madooma 
Odear. 


1ft  Ellis  Appoo^  and 
2od.  Punchy  Appoo. 

Allpulle. 


Ist.  Hodgee. 
2nd.  Veranetty. 
3rd.  Appoo  Ketty. 
4th.  Armoogam. 
5th.  Konewsian. 


For  malteioasly  and  unlawfully  at  Tragolle,  on  the  12th  Aagust, 
1848,  representing  themselTes  to  be  pouce-constables,  and  ta&ing 
into  cu^ody  and  threatening  to  bind  Keralle,  of  Tragolle,  and 
three  others,  with  intent  to  extort  money  for  th^  release,  and  for 
extorting  two  rupees  from  each. 


For  attacking  on  the  Queen*s  highway,  on  Friday  the  4th  August, 
1848,  a  party  of  Coolies  proceeding  from  Matelle,  towards  Oodle- 
manne  Estate,  killing  Arrachan,  one  of  the  said  party,  and  wound- 
ing with  intent  to  kill  two  others  of  the  same  party,  Poonam  and 
Thomas  Multroo,  since  dead,  and  plundering  the  party. 


The  first  and  second  with  having,  on  the  20tfa  August,  1848,  at 
Dermunumully,  stolen  two  brasa  chambroos  and  two  brats  dishes 
from  the  house  of  Anetelogesede,  at  that  place  aforesaid,  and  the 
third  and  fourth  prisoners  with  aiding  and  abetting  in  the  same. 


For  neglect  of  duty  in  not  reporting  to  Lieut-Colonel  Cochrane, 
after  hisarriral  at  Dambool  with  troops,  the  plundering  of  a  house 
belonging  to  Heleawasser  Bolapuoo,  but  did  not  conceal  the  same 
until  information  was  given  of  the  fact  by  others. 


For  attempting  to  bribe  Mr.  Mills,  the  interpreter,  on  Satunlay  the 
]  9th  day  of  August,  1848,  for  the  purpose  of  screening  him  of  an 
oflTence  which  he,  the  prisoner,  acknowledges  to  have  committed. 


1st  For  directly  or  indirectly  holding  correspondence  with  rebels, 
and  not  giving  all  the  information  in  his  power  which  might  lead 
to  the  apprehension  of  a  proclaimed  rebel ;  he,  Kaddahpolla 
Unause,  profcpssing  to  know  his  place  of  conc^dment  on  or  about 
17th  August,  1848. 

2nd.  For  administering  or  conniving  at  the  administration  of  a 
treasonable  oath  to  one  Kerr  Bande,  on  or  about  the  17th  August 
1848. 

For  treason  in  having  at  Loonocadwelle  Wehard,  in  the  district  of 
Kumegalle,  in  the  island  of  Ceylon,  on  or  about  the  Srd  August, 
1848,  appeared  under  arms  and  performed  duty  of  a  sentry  or  guard, 
for  the  puipose  of  protection  of  one  Dinge  Ralle,  calling  himself 
king,  thereby  renouncing  his  allegiance  to  our  Sovereign  Lady 
Queen  Victoria,  and  aiding  in  an  attempt  to  subvert  and  destroy 
the  Constitution  and  Goveniment  of  this  colony,  as  by  law  esta- 
blished. 

For  having  at  Kumegalle,  in  the  island  of  Ceylon,  on  or  about  the 
27th  of  August,  1848,  wilfully  and  maliciously  set  fire  to  the 
bouse  of  Abraham  Perera,  a  peon,  employed  by  the  Assistant  Go- 
vernment Agent  of  Kumegalle,  thereby  causing  its  entire  destrac- 
tion,  together  yiMh  the  property  therein. 

For  having  near  the  village  Nickewerrek,  in  the  district  of  Kume- 
galle, in  the  island  of  Ceylon,  on  or  about  the  3rd  of  August^  1848, 
appeared  in  arms  and  in  company  with  an  armed  party,  and  for 
having  at  the  place  and  time  above  mentioned,  assaulted  and  robbed 
oneAllagamofPutlam,  and  others.         .     .      . 


For  having  in  his  poffefuon  ftolen  property 


For  binding  Subby  Hamy,  and  extorting  money  from  him  in  his 
own  house. 


For  robbing  one  Dingetty*s  house 


For  stealing  property  intrusted  to  th^  charge  on  the  2nd  August, 
1848. 


1848. 
17  Aug. 
Matelle. 


22  Aug. 
Matelle. 


22  Aug. 
Dambool. 


21  Aug. 
Dambool. 


23  Aug. 
DambooL 


25  Aug. 
Kandy. 


28  Aug. 
Kumegalle. 


29  Aug. 
Kumegalle. 


29  Aug. 
Kum^gule. 


30  Aug. 
Matelle. 


31  Aug. 

MateUe. 


ISept 
Matdle. 


ISept 
Matelle. 


Sentenced  to  receive  75 
lashes  and  1  year's  im- 
prisonment, with  hard  la- 
bour eaclu 


GviUy. 
Sentenced  to   be    shot  to 
death. 


Guilty. 
Sentenced  to  50  lashes  and 
6  mouths'  liard  labour. 


Guilty. 
Sentenced  to  20  days*  hard 
labour  and  25  lashes. 


Guilty. 
Sentenced  to  1  month's  im- 
prisonment, with  hard  la- 


GuiUy. 
Sentenced  to    be   shot  to 
death. 


GvUty. 
Sentenced  to  be  transported 
beyond  the  seas  for   14 
years. 


Gmlty. 
Sentenced  to  imprisonment, 
with  hard  labour,  for  2 
years,  and  50  lashes. 


GviUy. 
Sentenced  to  be  transported 
beyond  the  seas  for  a  period 
of  14  years. 


Guilty. 
Sentenced  to  undergo  an 
imnrisonmeot  of  1 PO  days, 
witn  bard  labour,  and 
further,  to  restore  the  pro- 
perty found  in  his  poa- 
session. 

Guilty. 
Sentenced  to  50  lashes,  and 
180  days*  hard  labour. 

GuiUy. 
Sentenced  to  50  lashes,  and 
180  days'  bard  labour. 

Guilty. 

Sentenced  to  50  lashes,  and 

imprisonment,  witli  hard 

labour,  for  a  period  of  180 

days  each. 


50  lashes  of  Bub  Ap- 
poo's  sentence  re- 
mittetl,  he  being  an 
old  man. 


Sentence  carried  into 
eflect  at  11  o'clock, 
A.M,  25th  August, 
1848. 


Sentence  carried  into 
effect  at  7  o'clock, 
A.M.,  26th  August, 
1846. 
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Tabular  View  of  Trials  and  Sentences  by  Court-martial  in  the  Kandyan  Provinces,  &c. — continued. 


Na 


Prisoner's  Name. 


Charge. 


Date  and 

Place 
of  Trial. 


Finding  and  Sentence. 


Bemarla. 


29 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


31 


33 


34 


35^ 


Misken. 


1st  Appoo       Hamy, 

Ambegaswewe  Cuo> 

ralle. 
2nd.  Wannihammy 

Kadamhawe,    Gang 

Aratchy. 
3rd.  Appoo      Hamy, 

Dahatiaikgamne 

Aratchy. 
4th.  Maddelehamy, 

Rutmulle  Aratchy. 

MaU  Hamy. 


Twenty>8ix  Moormen, 
villagers  of  Boyim- 
bra. 


Nallewalle     Ondege- 
there  Duera. 


Appoo  Hamy. 


Christian  ApiK)o. 


Ist.  Nickale  Punclie- 

ralle. 
2iid.  Melyitiya     Ap- 

poohamy. 
3rJ.  Alutgarame 

Bandy. 
4th.  Allawalle  Godde 

Leortin. 

Rankia. 


Zedonis  Appoo. 


1st.  Vermpen. 
2nd.  Puckre. 
3rd.  Madin. 
4th.  Ebrai. 


For  dtsgiaeeful  conduct,  in  lumng  t±  ICandy,  in  the  islasid  of 
Ceylon,  on  the  evening  ef  the  34th  Avguit,  1848,  stolen,  or  ooo- 
nived  at,  or  suffered  to  be  stolen  from  Captain  John  Hawkshair, 
Royal  Engineer,  a  sum  of  money  in  Conpaay  s  rapeea,  amount- 
ing to  8/.  or  tbeieahout,  as  also  a  small  iron  box,  containing  three 
gold  sovereigns  and  some  keys,  and  which  were  taken  from  a 
portmanteau,  which  was  forced  open,  and  which  was,  at  the  time 
of  the  robbery,  in  a  military  quarter  ooanpied  fay  CaptaiB  Seward, 
37th  Regimoit,  and  Captain  J.  Hawkshaw,  Royal  Bogineer,  d 
which  the  prisoner  had  the  charge,  as  terrant  of  Captain  SewanL 

For  treason,  in  having  at  Loonocaddewelle  Wihaid,  in  tiie  distriet 
of  Kumegalle,  in  tlu»  island  of  Ceylon,  on  or  about  the  3rd  August, 
1848,  appeared  in  company  with  an  armed  assemblage,  headed  by 
one  Diugiralle,  calling  himself  a  king,  thereby  renouncing  their 
allegiance  to  our  Sovereign  Lady  Queen  Victoria,  and  aiding  in 
an  attemf  t  to  subvert  and  destroy  the  Constitution  and  Gov«»- 
ment  of  this  colony  as  by  law  established. 


For  having  at  Moma  Kanda,  between  the  hours  of  7  and  10  e*clock 
on  tlie  morning  of  the  31st  July,  1848,  stolen  the  imder^mentioned 
articles,  the  property  of  his  master,  of  which  he^  the  prisoner,  had 
charges — 

1  double4)arrelled  gun. 

1  pair  of  pistols. 
12  shirts. 

4  jackets. 

5  pairs  of  white  tnmscrs 

2  shooting-coati. 
2  blankets. 

1  bed -cover. 


For  plundering  the  villagers  of  Bogambra 


Ist.  F()r  treason,  in  having  at  Diatorre,  in  the  district  of  Kurue* 
galle,  in  tlie  Island  of  Ceylou,  on  or  about  the  4th  August,  184S, 
assembled  with  others  in  company  with  a  man  calling  himself  a 
king,  thereby  renouncing  his  allegiance  to  our  Sovereign  Lady 
Queen  Victoriis,  and  aiding  in  an  attempt  to  subvert  and  destroy 
the  Government  of  this  colony  as  by  law  established. 

2iid.  For  having,  at  the  time  and  plaos  mentioned  in  the  fint  charge, 
fired  one  of  four  guns  which  were  aimed  at  and  disefaargcd  at 
Coudera  and  Ellis  Appoo,  by  which  discharge  of  guns  the  former 
was  killed  and  the  otlier  wounded. 

For  having,  at  Morna  Kanda:,  on  tiie  Slst  July  last,  between  the 
hours  of  7  and  9  o'clock,  aided  and  abetted  in  a  robbery  of  the 
property  of  W.  Cavanagh,  Esq. 

For  plundering  the  house  of  Calen  Hame  in^the  night  •     •     •      . 


High  treason. 


For  having  at  Hullolua  Ferry,  on  or  about  the  2ad  day  of  Septem- 
ber* 1S48,  unlawfully  stolen  a  box  containing  about  10/.  sterling, 
the  piupeity  of  Andene  Mendb. 

For  having  on  or  about  the  6th  September,  1848,  between  the  hours 
of  2  and  4  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  inflicted  blows 
upon  a  Malabar  Coolie,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Setti- 
lengen,  which  occasioned  his  death. 

For  plundering  several  houses  under  false  pretences,  asserting  that 
they  had  authority  from  the  Government  Agent 


1848. 
ISent. 
Katidy. 


JfotCfmkjf. 


Kumegedle. 


2 

Kan< 


Sept. 
andy. 


HaleUe^ 


2Sept 
Ktii«galk. 


4  Sept. 
Kaiidy. 

4SeBt. 
Matelle. 


6  Sept. 
Matdle 


7  Sept. 
Kandy. 


9  Sept. 
Kandy. 


13  Aug. 
Matelle. 


Sentence  that  the  whole  of 
the  prisoners  be  shot  to 


Gmky. 

Sentenced  to  be  transported 

as  a  felon  beyond  the  aeas 

ibr  a  period  of  14  yaars. 


Sago  Mihewed  ioveoeive 
a  corporal  puniikment  of 
60  lashes.  Abder  C«ier, 
AUia»  AUia  Pitcbe,  and 
Abdul  Corder,  99  Uuiies, 
and  all  the  other  prinners 
20lasbee«ach. 


Guatw. 
Sentenced  to  be  shot 
death. 


to 


Oat&jr. 

Sentancid  to   a   corporal 

poBBsimMnt  of  25  lashes. 

Sentenced  to  a  corporal 
punisfament  of  76  lashes, 
and  imprisonment  with 
bard  labour  for  365  days, 
make  good  the  stolen  pro- 
perty. 

Guiltv. 

Sentenced  to  oe  shot  to 
death. 


Not  Guilttf. 


Guilijf. 
Sentenced  to  six  months* 
imprisonment,  with  hard 
labour. 

GuiUy. 
Sentenced   to    a  corporal 
punishment  of  75  lashes 
each. 


Sentence   carried   into 
immediate  ezectAion. 


Sentence  to  be  carried 
into  effect  immedi- 
ately. 


Sentence  carried  into 
effect  at  11  o'clock 
A.M.,  the  7th  instant. , 


(Signed)  T.  A.  Drought,  Lieut.-Colonel, 

Commanding  the  Troops  Central  Province. 
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Tabular  View  of  Trials  and  Sentences  by  Court-martial  in  the  Kandyan  Provinces,  Sec— continued. 


No. 


Cbngaw 


Dale  and 
Placa 

ofTiia]. 


Fiodiog  and  Seottnce. 


Remarki. 


1ft.  MadbieraaOduur. 
2nd.  ColonaOdiar. 
3rd.  Sawa  Carna* 


Puncheralle. 


Kood«gedere  Kalovun 


Rttepolle  Medde. 
Geddere  Banda. 


Police  Conatable 
Camicbj  Appoo. 


Itt  Barha  Aratchr. 

2Dd.  Keerey  Bonda. 

Srd.  Ookoowelle 
Banda. 

4th.  KiUoDova  Pon- 
cbeimlle. 

5th.  Ookoowelle  Tear- 
too. 

Ist  Dingeialle. 
2nd.  Appooialle. 
3rd.  Byoddeytdeie 

AppooraUe. 
4th.  SeraineraHe. 
dth.  Polingendle. 
6th.  MaJbamy. 
7th.  OgnMmafant. 
8tb.  Appooialle. 
9tb.  Cororalk. 

Ist.  Piincbcra]le. 
3nd.  Dingeralle. 
3rd.  Gwoa^naralle. 


let.  Pehnntialle  €kd- 

dere  Appoo. 
3nd.  HeraofMehi- 

pittya. 
3rd.  Oookoonwelle 

Pallinatu  Punche- 

ralle. 


Ist.  For  having  on  the  14tb  August.  1848,  at  EUeuppittia  mali- 
ciously  and  wUftilly,  being  armed  with  clubs,  broken  into  the 
boose  of  A.  Karenda,  and  robbing  fiwrn  thence  12/  in  rupee%  and 
serenl  articles  of  furniture. 

2nd.  For  baring,  on  the  same  erening,  bound,  tied,  and  threatened 
to  kin  Waapos  of  Nicagoole. 

For  aidiiig  in  an  attempt  to  take  forcible  possession  of  the  property 
of  CabiDora  EUia  Estate,  on  Monday  31st  July,  1848. 


With  creating  false  alarm  in  the  Tillage  of  Oville,  thereby  en- 
deavouring to  cause  the  inhabitants  to  leave  their  homes,  and 
iniention^ly  creating  want  of  eoiifidence  towards  the  Govern- 
ment. 

WiA  intent  to  create  alarm  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Asgiria, 
by  maliciously  stating  to  them  that  his  brother-in-law,  Ooraner 
Banda  of  Alungawa,  bad  an  order  to  setae  the  inhabitaBts  of 
Asgiria. 

For  beating  a  Coolie  belonging  to  Mr.  J.  R  Clarke  in  the  bazaar 
ofMatelle. 


Bigfa  treason 


High 


MuBiamy. 


Mihigahapetra  Gedere 
Oookoawelle. 


Oukkoowa. 


High 


Higbr 


For 


^or  reAwBff  to  obey  the  orders  of  aad  aanulting  his  Aratcfay  Sie- 
ralleofYUligaUe. 


For  having  stolen  property  in  his 


For  having,  on  or  aboat  im'd-day  21st  iastant,  on  Her  Majesty *s 
highway,  between  one  and  two  miles  outside  the  town  of  Kandy, 
assaulted  Jagaduengey  Gredere  Punche  Ralle,  when  conveying  a 
despart«di  from  the  Commandant  to  Captain  Fenwiok,  Command- 
ing Detachment  Ceylon  Eifle  Regiment,  Karondegalle. 


1848. 
18  Aug. 
Matelle. 


19  Aug^ 
Matdle. 


21  Aug. 
Matelle. 


22  Aug. 
Matelle. 


26  Aug. 
Matelle. 


14  Sept. 
Matelle. 


16  Sept 
Matdle. 


16  Sept 
MafeUe. 


18  Sept. 
Matelle. 


19  Sept 
Matelle. 


21  Sept 
Matelle. 


22  Sept 
Kandy. 


NU  Gtdltv. 
Aeqnlfted. 


Sentenced  to  l90  lashet, 
and  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour  for  365  days. 

Guilty. 
Sentenoed    to    50    laslies, 
and  imprisoned,  with  bard 
labour,  for  130  days. 

Guiltv. 

Sentenced  to  100    lashes, 

and  imprisoned  fur  365 

days,  with  hard  labour. 

Guilty. 
Sentenced    to    25    lashes, 
and  dismissed  fh)m  the 
police  force. 

Guilty. 

Sentenced  to  be  shot  to 
death. 

The  Court  strongly  recom- 
mended Ookoowelle  Tear- 
too  to  mercy,  in  con- 
sideration of  lus  extreme 
youdi. 

The  first  six  prisoners 

Guilty. 

SailSBced  to  be  transported 

as  felons  for  a  period  of  7 


The  last  three  prisoners 
Not  Guiltv. 
Acquitted. 


Guilty. 
Sentenced  to  be  transported 
as  fdaus  for  a  period  of  1 4 
years. 

Guilty. 
Sentenced  to  be  transported 
as  felons  for  a  period  of  14 
years. 


Guilty. 
Sentenced  to  25  dayk'  im- 
pisonment,  with  hard  la- 
bour. 

€fuilty. 
Sentenced  to  undergo  im- 
prisonment, with  bard  la- 
baor,   fyt    the  period  of 
160  days. 

Guilty. 
Sentenced  to  a  corporal 
punishment  of  50  lashes, 
and  imprisoned  with  liard 
labour  for  a  period  of  6 
months. 


The  Court  having  at- 
tentively weighed  and 
considered  the  sen- 
tence against  Ookoo- 
welle Teartoo,  do  now 
sentence  him,  Ookoo- 
welle Teartoo,  to  be 
transported  as  a  felon 
for  7  years. 


Kandy,  September  26,  1848. 


(Signed)  T.  A.  Drought, 

Lieiit.-Colonel  Commandant. 
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KiicJ.  5  in  No.  37. 


Enclosure  5  in  No.  37. 
Summary  of  Pumshments  under  Martial  Law  at  the  Places  named. 


DMtb. 

Tnmtported. 

4 

N4S 

11 
111 

i 

} 

Wheie  Tried. 

Life. 

14 
Tean. 

10 
Tears. 

7 
Yean. 

To(i]. 

AtKandv  .     •     *     • 

2 

•  • 

7 

. . 

•  • 

1 

2 

2 

2 

16 

At  Matcllc       .     .     • 

9 

•  • 

9 

. . 

9 

2 

21 

28 

6 

84 

At  Komegalli  •     .     • 

7 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

3 

•  • 

14 

At  Dambool     •     •     . 

•• 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

1 

5 

•  • 

.  . 

6 

Total      .     . 

18 

1 

17            1 

9 

4 

29 

33 

8 

120 

Kandy,  September  26, 1848. 


(Signed)  T.  A.  Drought, 

Lieut -Colonel  Commandaut. 


No.  38.  (No.  186.) 


No.  38. 


CJoPY  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

.  Queen's  House,  Colombo, 
My  Lord,  October  16,  1848. 

{Received  November  24,  1848.) 

*  Page  233.  WiTu  reference  to  my  Despatch,  No.  180,*  by  the  present  mail,  in  which 

I  submitted  to  your  Lordship  the  state  of  the  finances  of  this  colony  up  to  the 
30th  June  last,  I  have  the  honour  further  to  state  that,  although  the  expenses 
for  military  purposes  since  that  period,  necessarily  arising  out  of  the  vigorous 
measures  adopted  for  the  suppression  of  the  Kandian  insurrection  have  been 
considerable,  I  am  induced  to  hope  that  they  may  ultimately  be  defrayed  out 
of  the  ordinary  resources  of  the  colony  without  any  serious  embarrassment. 

2.  I  shall  continue  to  use  every  effort  to  reduce  our  ordinary  expenditure 
within  the  narrowest  limits  consistent  with  the  pressing  demands  of  the  public 
service ;  and  if  it  shall  be  found,  as  I  am  sanguine  enough  to  hope  that  it  may 
be,  that  during  a  period  of  universal  monetary  pressure  throughout  the  world, 
Ceylon  will  have  been  able  to  effect  the  complete  suppression  of  an  insurrec- 
tion without  drawing  upon  imperial  funds,  although  she  still  contributes 
towards  the  reimbursement  of  the  Queen's  pay  of  the  troops  employed  in  the 
island,  beyond  the  large  expenditure  defrayed  out  of  colonial  funds  for  ordinary 
local  military  purposes,  it  will,  I  trust,  be  a  fortunate  and  flattering  position  for 
this  island  to  assume  among  British  colonies. 

•  Page  236.  3.  In  my  Despatch,  No.  184,»  I  have  already  intimated  that  only  the  extra 

expenses  incurred  on  account  of  the  temporary  employment  of  the  Madras 
troops  in  Ceylon  would  be  charged  against  this  Government ;  and  I  have  now 

^2 the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  to 

the  Government  of  Madras  in  the  military  department,  giving  cover  to  an 
extract  from  a  letter  from  the  Accountant-General,  dated  8th  September  last, 
in  which  directions  are  given  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  extra  charges 
incurred  by  the  Madras  Government  beyond  the  ordinary  pay  and  allowances 
of  the  troops,  consequent  upon  their  employment  in  Ceylon,  are  to  be  brought 
to  account  and  defrayed  by  this  Government. 

4.  As  the  present  state  of  the  money  market  in  this  colony,  and  the  large 
amount  of  unemployed  capital  lying  idle  in  the  coffers  of  the  "  Oriental  Bank,* 
made  it  a  favourable  moment  to  borrow  from  that  institution  sufficient  cash  to 
meet  the  most  important  outstanding  claims  against  the  Government,  I  have, 
in  concurrence  with  the  recommendation  of  my  Executive  Council,  taken 
advantage  of  the  permission  conveyed  to  me  in  your  Lordship's  Depatch, 
No.  254,  of  the  18th  July  last.  I  was  desirous,  however,  if  possible  to  avoid 
the  inconvenience  of  issuing  debentures,  as  suggested  in  that  Despatch ;  and 
having  entered  into  negotiations  with  the  manager  of  the  "  Oriental  Bank," 
I  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  loan  upon  an  open  account  with  that  institu- 
tion, upon  terms  which  I  think  will  appear  to  your  Lordship  to  be  very 
advantageous. 
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5.  They  are  as  follows:  from  the  1st  of  September  last  it  was  agreed  that        cbylon. 
the  Oriental  Bank  should  hold  at  the  disposal  of  this  Government  an  amount 
not  exceeding  50,000/.,  to  be  drawn  in  such  sums  and  at  such  times,  before  the 
31st  December  next,  as  the  Government  might  require. 

(2.)  The  interest  was  to  be  charged  upon  the  sums  drawn,  at  a  rate  to  be 
fixed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  in  Bombay,  not  to  exceed  the  rate  paid  by  the 
Indian  Government  for  their  last  loan,  namely,  5  per  cent. ;  but  there  was  every 
hope  entertained  that  no  higher  rate  than  3i  or,  at  most,  4  per  cent,  would  be 
charged.     Upon  this  subject  no  reply  has  yet  been  received  from  Bombay. 

(3.)  The  amount  so  drawn  upon  this  open  credit  is  to  be  repaid,  together 
with  the  interest  due  thereon,  within  six  months  after  the  3 1st  December  next, 
either  in  specie  on  the  spot,  or  by  bills  drawn  against  the  Queen  s  pay  of  troops 
upon  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury ;  the  Bank,  however, 
allowing  the  highest  rate  of  premium  procurable  for  them  in  Bombay,  less  the 
cost  of  freight  and  insurance  of  treasure  from  Bombay  to  this  place,  should  the 
Bank  require  the  money  on  the  spot. 

6. 1  forward  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  manager  of  the  Bank,  in  which  the  ^' 

terms  of  the  loan  are  set  forth,  reference  however  being  made  to  Bombay  upon 
the  subject  of  a  lower  rate  of  interest  than  5  per  cent. 

7-  The  whole  amount  advanced  by  the  Bank  under  the  above  agreement,  up 
to  this  date,  is  only  about  32,000/.,  out  of  which  we  have  been  enabled  to  pay 
off  the  balance  due  to  the  Bombay  Government,  as  well  as  that  due  to  the 
Madras  Grovemment  up  to  the  beginning  of  September.  Full  particulars  of 
the  appropriation  of  the  loan,  and  of  the  financial  position  of  the  colony  with 
relation  to  the  unforeseen  military  expenditure,  shall  be  forwarded  to  your 
Lordship  as  soon  as  the  accounts  shall  have  been  made  up. 

8.  I  trust  your  Lordship  will  approve  of  the  course  which  I  have  judged  it 
most  expedient  to  adopt,  as  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  Government,  to 
the  economical  application  of  the  resources  of  the  colony,  and  to  the  strict 
maintenance  of  public  faith. 

I  have,  &C., 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  38.  End.  1  in  No.  38^ 

Sir,  Fort  St.  George,  September  26,  1848. 

1.  I  AM  directed  to  forward,  for  the  inrormation  of  his  Excellency  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  the  accompanying  copy  of  extract  from  a  letter  from  the 
Accountant-General  at  Madras,  relative  to  the  pay  and  accounts  of  the  troops  sent  from  this 
presidence  to  Ceylon. 

2.  The  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  in  Council  has  directed  that  only  the  extra  charges 
occasioned  by  this  employment  of  the  troops  shall  be  charged  to  the  Ceylon  Government,  and 
that  the  .whole  of  the  disbursements  shall  be  regulated  and  brought  to  account  in  the  manner 
proposed  by  the  Accoimtant-General. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  C.  A.  Browne,  Lieut.-Colonel, 

To  the  Colonial  Secretary  at  Colombo.  Secretary  to  Government. 


Extract  from  a  Letter  from  the  Accountant-General,  dated  8th  September,  1848,  No.  294. 

As  no  paymaster  has  been  appointed  on  the  present  occasion,  the  senior  officer 
commanding  the  Madras  troops  may  be  authorized  to  take  up  such  sums  as  may  be  required 
for  the  present  service  from  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  at  Ceylon,  the  same  being  placeil  to  the 
credit  of  the  Ceylon  Government  in  the  Madras  accounts  rendered  quarterly  to  ihe  Govern- 
ment. He  should  be  instructed  to  forward  all  abstracts  and  vouchers  disbursed  by  him, 
through  the  Presidency  Paymaster  to  the  Military  Auditor-General,  for  the  purpose  of  under- 
going audit ;  after  which,  they  should  be  retransmitted  to  him,  with  a  view  to  his  debiting  in  his 
accounts  the  sums  thus  passed  by  the  Military  Auditor-General,  consisting  of  the  extra  charges 
of  the  present  service  to  the  Ceylon  Government,  and  the  remainder  Deing  the  ordinary  pay 
and  allowances  of  the  troops,  as  a  military  charge  of  this  presidency.  Upon  the  same  principle 
the  sums  disbursed  here,  on  account  of  extra  expenses  of  the  troojps  in  question,  should  be 
debited  at  once  to  the  Ceylon  Government.  The  vouchers,  after  being  entered  in  the  accounts 
of  the  Presidency  Paymaster,  should  be  forwarded  to  this  office,  from  time  to  time,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  embodied  in  the  quarterly  accounts  prepared  in  this  office  of  the  transactions 
with  Ceylon,  and  for  transmission  to  the  authorities  at  Colombo ;  in  order  that  corresponding 
credit  may  be  affi)rded  to  this  presidency,  in  the  Ceylon  accounts^  the  balance  shown  in  these 
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accounts,  as  due  by  that  Gov^mmeDt,  being  paid  either  in  cadi  or  by  bilk  drawn  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  Ceylon,  on  Her  Majeity's  Treasury  in  London,  in  favour  of  the 
Supreme  Gorerument. 

A  true  Extract. 

(Signed)  C.  A*  Browne,  Lieut.-Colooel, 

Secretary  to  Government. 


End.  3  in  No.  38. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  38. 


SiR^  Colombo^  Oriental  Bank^  August  31,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  memorandum  handed  you  on  the  8th  instant,  and  the  subsequent 
conversation  with  the  Council  at  Queen's  House^  oa  the  subject  of  a  loan  from  thie  bank 
to  the  Government,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  bank  is  prepared  to  advance 
to  the  Government  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  (50,000/.),  and  that  that  amount  is 
accordingly  from  this  date  held  at  their  disposal. 

It  is  understood  that  this  amount  (or  whatever  portion  of  it  the  Government  may  require)  it 
to  be  repaid,  with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  not  moire  than  five  (5)  per  cent,  per  annum,  by  bills 
on  the  Home  Treasury,  within  six  n¥>nths  from  the  31at  December  next. 

The  rate  of  interest  named  (51.)  is  the  lowest  I  am  at  present  authorized  to  fix ;  but  in 
accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Council,  in  the  course  of  the  conversation  alluded  to,  I 
shall  again  refer  the  matter  to  the  Board  of  Directei-s  at  Bombay,  and  acquaint  you  witli  the 
result  as  soon  as  ascertained. 

I  haw,  &C., 

To  the  Colonial  Secretary  at  Colombo.  (Signed)  G.  S.  Ddpp,  Magistrate. 


No.  39.  (No.  195.) 


No.  39. 


Nal43,Aag.  14,1848. 

No.l44,Aug.l4,  „ 

No.l49,Aug.l5,  „ 

No.I64,Sept.l4,  „ 

No.l65,Sept.l5,  „ 

No.  184,  Oct.  14,  „ 

No.  185,  Oct.  14,  „ 


>  Page  2^12. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Tobrikgton 

to  Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo, 
My  Lord,  November  6,  1848. 

{Received  Decerriber  JiQ,  1848.) 

My  recent  correspondence,  noted  in  the  margin,  will  have  conveyed  to 
your  Lordship  the  fullest  particulars  respecting  the  origin,  progress,  and  termi- 
nation of  the  insurrection  in  certain  portions  of  the  Kandian  country.  In  my 
Despatch,  No.  184,  by  last  mail,  I  have  already  communicated  to  your  Lordship 
tliat  I  had  withdrawn  the  proclamation  of  martial  law,  which  ceased  to  have 
effect  on  the  10th  ultimo ;  and  in  other  portions  of  my  correfipondeoee,  I  inti- 
mated my  intention  to  lay  before  the  Legislative  Council  "  An  Ordinance  to 
"  indemnify  the  Governor  and  all  persons  acting  under  his  authority  for 
**  certain  acts  done  during  the  existence  of  martial  law  in  certain  parts  of  the 
"  island. 

2.  I  have  now  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  Ordinance  as 
finally  passed  by  the  Council,  on  the  23rd  ultimo  (being  No.  11  of  1848)  for 
attaining  the  object  above  proposed,  and  I  trust  that  your  Lordship  may  be 
induced  to  recommend  that  it  shall  receive  the  confirmation  of  Her  Magesty. 

3.  In  the  course  of  the  lengthened  correspondence  to  which  I  have  already 
adverted,  ample  grounds  will^  I  trust,  have  been  shown  for  the  proclamation  of 
martial  law  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  moment,  and  in  the  limited 
districts  in  which  the  people  had  appeared  in  arms  in  open  resistance  to  Her 
Mjgesty's  authority.  It  will  likewise,  I  am  induced  to  hope,  have  been  apparent 
that  the  limitation  of  the  insurrection  to  the  immediate  localities  in  which  it 
first  broke  out,  and  the  general  preservatini  of  peace  and  security  in  other  parts 
of  the  Kandian  country,  were  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  the  effect  produced  by 
the  early  proclamation  of  martial  law,  and  to  the  vigorous  measures  which 
were  resorted  to  under  its  operation. 

4.  With  my  Despatch,  No.  185,*  of  the  14th  ultimo,  I  have  already  forwarded 
to  your  Lord^p  a  fuU  return  of  all  the  trials  held  by  courts-martial  during  the 
above-mentioned  period  at  Kandy,  Kornegalle,  Dambool,  and  Matelle.  I  like- 
wise transmitted  returns  of  the  convictions  before  the  special  sessions  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  which  Were  held  for  the  purpose  of  trying  those  prisoners  who 
were  captured  prior  to  the  proclamation  of  martial  law.  A  great  number  of 
prisoners  were  taken  into  custody  who  were  ultimately  discharged  without 
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being  put  upon  their  trial,  and  a  few  were  likewise  discharged  after  acquittal  by        cinoN 
the  Coarts* 

5.  The  general  disorganization  of  die  disturbed  districts,  the  impossibility  of 
knowing  who  were  in  reality  frknds  or  foes^  and  the  necessity,  even  for  sake  of 
security,  of  taking  possession  of  the  property  of  persons  who  were  in  custody, 
tendered  it  indispensable  that  a  considerable  amount  of  property  should  be 
sequestered  by  the  military  authorities  pending  the  measures  in  prc^;res6  for  the 
trial  of  its  owners. 

6.  In  other  instances  the  property  of  parties  who  were  either  known  to  have 
joined  the  rebels  or  were  suspected  of  disaffection  owing  to  their  connexion  with 
parties  implicated  in  it,  or  in  consequence  of  their  continued  absence  from  their 
homes,  was  temporarily  placed  in  charge  of  persons  appointed  by  the  military 
authorities,  detailed  accounts  being  in  every  instance  kept  of  the  amount  and 
description  of  property  both  moveable  and  immoveable  of  which  possession  was 
so  taken. 

7.  The  temple  at  Dambool  likewise,  in  which  the  pretended  king  was 
installed^  and  the  priests  of  which  were  known  to  be  active  agaits  in  getting  up 
the  insurrection,  was  closed,  and  seals  put  upon  the  doors,  while  the  property 
of  the  temple  was  placed  in  the  charge  of  persons  selected  by  the  officer  com- 
manding the  troops,  pending  the  trial  of  some  of  the  priests  who  were  in 
custody,  and  also  for  the  sake  of  protecting  it  from  the  depredations  of  ma- 
rauders. 

8.  In  some  instances  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  sell  on  the  spot,  and  in 
others  to  bring  into  Kandy  for  sale,  perishable  articles,  such  as  grain  and  other 
productions,  as  well  as  cattle  and  implements  which  tliere  were  no  means  of 
keeping  in  safety,  in  the  then  state  of  the  country. 

9.  Accurate  accounts  have  been  kept  of  the  proceeds  of  all  the  property  tlms 
disposed  of,  and  the  balance  (after  deducting  the  inddental  expences  was  held 
at  the  disposal  of  Government  until  means  should  be  found  of  settling  equitably 
the  claims  of  the  respective  parties  concerned. 

10.  In  no  case  has  any  immoveable  property  been  sold,  and  care  was  taken,  as 
far  as  circumstances  permitted,  for  the  security  of  the  growing  crops  upon  the 
ground.  The  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  personal  property  belonging  to  parties 
who  were  acquitted  or  were  not  put  upon  their  trial,  have  been  pjrid  over  to 
the  individual  owners  or  •  are  now  in  process  of  being  so  paid.  Orders  have 
likewise  been  issued  for  the  immediate  restoration  to  their  proprietors  of  all 
those  lands  which  were  temporarily  sequestered.  But  reluctance  has  been 
shown  in  some  instances  on  the  part  of  the  owners  of  these  properties  to  come 
forward  and  establish  their  claims. 

1 1.  The  landed  property  of  those  who  were  found  guilty  of  high  treason  before 
the  Supreme  Court  will  ipso  facto  escheat  to  the  Crown,  and  steps  are  being 
now  taken  under  the  directions  of  the  Queen's-Advocate  for  ascertaining  the 
extent  and  situation  of  these  lands  and  for  getting  immediate  possession  of  them. 
But  I  have  not  much  exi)ectation  that  their  value  will  be  great,  as  few  of  the 
persons  who  were  convicted  appear  to  have  been  possessed  of  any  large  amount 
of  property. 

12.  With  respect  to  the  lands  belonging  to  persons  who  were  convicted  by 
courts-martial,  directions  have  been  given  that  they  shall  be  restored  to  the 
families  of  the  individuals  concerned. 

13.  But  another  question  has  arisen  req)ecting  the  properties  of  those  persons 
who  are  known  to  have  taken  the  most  active  part  in  instigating  the  people 
to  rebellion,  but  who  are  still  at  large  Mid  have  reftised  to  return  to  their  homes, 
under  the  terms  of  a  proclamation  which  I  issued,  calling  upon  them  to  do  so 
within  a  delmite  period.  With  the  advice  of  my  Executive  Council,  I  have 
directed  that  a  selection  be  made  of  the  names  of  four  or  five  of  the  most  influ- 
ential persons,  with  a  view  to  submit  to  the  Legislative  Council  a  Bill  of 
Attainder  against  these  individuals,  in  order  that  their  lands  may  be  finally 
confiscated. 

14.  But  it  will  be  obvious  that  apart  from  all  conaderations  affecting  the 
property  of  disaffected  persons,  many  acts  may  have  been  done  under  the 
operation  of  martial  law  by  the  constituted  authorities  both  civil  and  military, 
or  by  their  orders,  which  though  absolutely  necessary  for  the  attainment  of  the 
objects  for  which  martial  law  was  proclaimed,  or  otherwise  inseparable  froln 
its  existence,  might  nevertheless  be  of  questionable  legality  at  any  otiier  period 


Digitized  by 


Google 


266  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

CBYLON.  or  under  any  other  circumstances.  The  very  nature  of  martial  law  and  the 
extent  of  the  powers  to  be  derived  from  it  appears  to  be  little  understood,  and 
nothing  could,  in  my  judgment,  be  likelv  to  prove  more  detrimental  to  the 
public  interests  in  this  colony  than  to  suffer  the  bond  fide  acts  of  the  military 
authorities  to  be  brought  into  question  before  a  civil  court,  subsequent  to  the 
cessation  of  martial  law. 

15.  I  trust  that  I  have  already  enlarged  sufficiently  upon  the  circumstances 
which  appeared  to  me  both  to  justify  and  to  demand  the  passing  of  an  Act  of 
Indemnity,  such  as  I  have  now  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  Lordship's  con- 
sideration. But  before  I  proceed  to  remark  upon  its  provisions,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  put  your  Lordship  in  possession  of  complete  information  relative  to  the 

f)roperty  which  was  sequestered  in  the  districts  under  the  operation  of  martial 
aw,  the  mode  in  which  it  was  either  secured  or  disposed  of,  and  the  portion  of 
it  which  still  remains  imder  the  charge  of  the  officers  of  Government  pending 
its  final  restoration  to  the  parties  who  may  be  entitled  to  receive  it  back. 

16.  The  two  most  wealthy  individuals  whose  property  was  sequestered  were 
named  Doolawe,  the  Maha  Nilleme,  whom  I  have  on  former  occasions  described 
as  the  sole  survivor  of  those  who  signed  the  treaty  of  1815.  and  GoUahella,  the 
Ratte-Mahatmeya  or  principal  chief  of  the  district  of  Matella,  These  influ- 
ential individuals  were  for  some  time  in  custody,  and  the  evidence  against  them 
was  so  strong,  that  it  was  only  owing  to  a  doubt  as  to  the  certainty  of  their 
conviction  by  a  jury,  that  they  were  not  put  upon  their  trial  before  the  Supreme 
Court  at  its  special  sessions.  They  were  enlarged  on  bail,  being  bound  over  to 
make  their  appearance,  if  called  upon  within  a  definite  period,  to  answer  to  any 
charge  that  might  be  brought  against  them  for  high  treason.  It  was  not  deemed 
expedient  at  once  to  restore  their  lands  to  them,  for  in  consequence  of  further 
evidence  which  was  procured  subsequent  to  the  capture  of  the  pretended  king, 
they  were  again  taken  into  custody  ;  but  it  has  at  length  been  finally  decided 
that  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  put  them  upon  their  trial ;  and  their  landed 
properties  will  therefore  be  immediately  restored. 

17.  The  greater  part  of  the  moveable  property  of  these  individuals  was  sold 
during  the  existence  of  martial  law ;  but  an  accurate  account  of  its  particulars 
and  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  has  been  kept,  and  the  amount  has  been  entered 
under  the  name  of  each  individual  separately. 

18.  The  amount  realized  by  the  sale  of  moveable  property  by  the  Deputy- 
Assistant  Commissary  at  Kandy,  belonging  to  various  individuals,  and  which 
there  was  no  means  of  keeping  in  safe  custody,  was  about  173Z. ;  that  realized 
at  Matelle  amounted  to  about  500/. ;  and  that  at  Komegalle  about  250/.  The 
expences  incurred  by  effecting  these  sales  have  been  defrayed  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds, and  the  total  balance,  amounting  to  about  800/.,  remains  to  be  distributed 
among  the  parties  who  have  a  rightful  claim  to  it. 

19.  With  regard  to  the  landed  property  sequestered  in  the  districts  named, 
the  actual  extent  of  it,  not  belonging  to  the  two  chiefs  already  mentioned,  was 
found  to  be  much  less  than  might  have  been  expected,  although  the  number  of 
individuals  concerned  was  large.  In  the  district  of  Komegalle  the  value  of  the 
land  sequestered  was  estimated  at  about  2500/ ,  belonging  to  nearly  90  indivi- 
duals, several  of  whom  were  supposed  to  have  been  killed  in  action  with  the 
troops.  The  rightful  owners  are  now  being  put  in  possession  of  their  property 
in  all  cases  where  their  claims  can  be  fairly  established. 

20.  In  the  district  of  Matelle,  nearly  40  individuals  have  already  had  their 
properties  restored  to  them ;  but  land,  to  the  value  of  about  2000/.,  still  remains 
in  the  hands  of  the  authorities  until  the  rightful  claimants  can  be  put  in  pos- 
sesision  of  their  req)ective  properties, 

21  The  keys  of  the  temple  at  Dambool  have  already  been  restored  to  the 
priests  of  the  establishment ;  and  their  landed  property  belonging  to  it,  together 
with  that  of  another  temple  in  the  neighbourhood,  is  in  process  of  restoraticm 
to  the  legitimate  temple-tenants. 

22.  I  now  proceed  to  make  a  few  observations  upon  some  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Indemnity  Ordinance.  These,  however,  are  almost  sufficiently  explained 
by  the  declaration  of  the  object  for  which  the  Ordinance  was  enacted.  **  The 
**  Governor  and  all  persons  acting  under  his  authority  or  direction,  or  under 
^'  the  authority  of  any  such  proclamation  of  martial  law,  are  to  be  severally  and 
*'  jointly  indemnified  and  discharged  from  and  against  all  actions,  prosecutions, 
'*  and  penalties  whatsoever  on  account  of  any  acts  or  things  done,  ordered,  or 
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*'  authorized  by  the  said  Governor  or  by  any  person  acting:  under  his  order  or        crylok. 
"  authority  or  under  the  authority  of  any  such  proclamation  of  martial  law, 
"  provided  only  that  such  acts  have  been  done  or  ordered,  bondjide,  in  fur- 
*'  therance  of  the  objects  for  which  martial  law  was  proclaimed/* 

23.  It  is  also  provided  that  no  such  act  done  under  the  above  authority 
whether  it  relate  to  the  seizure  and  custody  of  persons  or  the  sequestration  or 
sale  of  property,  shall  be  questioned  in  any  of  Her  Majesty's  courts  of  civil  or 
criminal  jurisdiction  in  this  island. 

24.  For  the  avoidance  of  any  doubt  as  to  whether  any  act  or  thing  alleged 
to  have  been  done  by  such  order  was  so  done,  it  is  enacted  that  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Governor,  or  the  officer  commanding  Her  Mfigesty's  forces  in  the 
Kandian  provinces,  to  declare  such  acts  to  have  been  done  in  conformity  to  such 
orders,  such  declaration  being  signified  in  writing. 

25.  The  striking  provision  above  recited  has  been  borrowed  from  the  statute 
passed  in  Ireland  in  the  year  1798,  for  the  enactment  of  martial  law  and  for 
the  suppression  of  rebellion  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom. 

26.  The  only  Colonial  Act  of  indemnity  to  which  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  referring,  is  the  Ordinance  passed  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  being  No.  10 
of  1836,  to  indemnify  the  Governor  of  that  colony,  and  bearing  precisely  the 
same  title  as  the  Ordinance  which  I  now  transmit.  The  object  of  that  Ordi- 
nance was  similar,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  enacted  were  very 
much  of  the  same  description  as  those  which  have  induced  the  Council  to  give 
their  assent  to  the  present  Ordinance.  The  Ordinance  passed  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  was  confirmed  by  His  Majesty  the  King. 

27.  It  is  true  that  the  territory  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  had  been  invaded 
by  foreign  and  hostile  tribes,  and  thus  far  the  circumstances  of  this  colony  are 
not  precisely  similar,  for  in  this  instance  they  were  not  foreign  tribes,  but  our 
own  fellow-subjects  who  took  up  arms  against  the  constituted  authorities.  But 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  Kandian  country  was  the  last  portion  of  this 
island  which  was  subjected  to  our  authority,  that  on  a  former  occasion  it  re- 
quired a  military  force  of  10,000  men  and  martial  law  for  a  space  of  nearly 
three  years  to  put  down  a  rebellion  in  that  part  of  our  territory,  and  that  several 
subsequent  attempts  were  made  to  raise  the  people  in  open  insurrection  against 
British  authority,  I  would  venture  to  hope  that  your  Lordship  will  feel  no 
hesitation  in  reconmiending  the  confirmation  of  a  Bill  of  Indemnity  for  acts 
done  in  the  suppression  of  an  insurrection  which  was  vigorously  put  an  end  to  in 
little  more  than  two  months.  The  operation  of  martial  law  was  only  continued 
until  the  pretended  king  was  captured,  and  it  materially  contributed  to  that 
essential  object. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.         &c.         &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  39.  Eool.  in  No.  39. 

Ordinance  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative 

Council  thereof. 

TORRINGTON.  No.  11. 

To  indemnify  the  Governor  and  all  persons  acting  under  his  authority  for  certain  acts 
done  during  the  existence  of  Martial  Law  in  certain  parts  of  this  Island. 

Whereas  on  or  about  the  2Sth  day  of  July,  1848,  a  treasonable  insurrection  broke  out  Pi'wunble, 
within  certain  districts  of  this  island,  and  by  reason  thereof  it  became  necessary  for  the  Governor 
to  adopt  the  most  vigorous  and  decisive  measures  for  the  immediate  suppression  of  the  said 
insurrection,  and  for  that  purpose  to  proclaim  martial  law  in  the  said  districts,  as  hereinafter 
mentioned.  And  whereas  by  a  proclamation  made  by  the  said  Governor,  and  bearing  date 
the  29th  day  of  the  said  month  of  July,  it  was  ordered  and  declared  that  martial  law  should, 
be  in  force  within  the  district  of  Kandy,  in  the  central  province,  from  and  after  the  publication 
in  the  said  district  of  such  proclamation,  until  further  orders :  And  whereas  by  a  proclamation 
made  by  the  said  Governor,  and  bearing  date  the  31st  day  of  the  said  month  of  July,  it  was 
ordered  and  declared  that  martial  law  should  be  in  force  within  the  district  of  Kornegalle  from 
and  after  the  publication  in  the  said  district  of  such  proclamation,  until  further  orders .  And 
whereas  by  a  proclamation  made  by  the  said  Governor,  and  bearing  date  the  24th  day  of  August^ 
1848,  it  was  ordered  and  declared  that  from  and  after  the  date  of  such  proclamation  martial 
law  should  cease  and  be  no  longer  in  force  within  so  much  of  the  town  and  gravetsof  Kandy  as 
is  bounded  on  the  west  by  Trincomalie-street,  on  the  north  by  Hill-street,  and  by  the  road  called 
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Goyernor  and 
pertons  actinia 
under  his  orders 
indemnified  for  all 
■ets  done  during 
the  existence  of 
Martial  Law. 


Ordinance  to  be 
deemed  a  public 
Ordinance. 


Lady  Hort<Mi*s  Walk,  on  the  east  by  Lady  Horton'a  Walk,  and  by  a  straight  line  drawn  from 
it  Ihiough  the  north-western  angle  of  the  eastern  redoubt  to  the  kondesaUe-road,  and  on  th^ 
south  by  the  New-road  and  part  of  Kondesalle-road :  And  whereas  by  a  proclamation  of  the 
said  Governor,  bearing  date  the  4th  day  of  October,  1848,  it  was  orda^d  and  declared  that  from 
and  after  the  10th  day  of  the  said  month  of  October  martial  law  should  wholly  cease  to  be  in  or 
have  force  and  efieci  within  the  said  districts  of  Kandy  and  EomegaUe^  Ai^  whereas  during 
the  time  that  martial  law  vtbs  ia  force  in  the  said  districts  respectively,  it  was  and  became 
necessary  for  the  Grovenior  and  the  persons  acting  under  his  orders  or  by  his  audiority  or  under 
the  authority  of  such  proclamations  of  martial  law  to  direct,  authorize,  do,  and  perform  certain 
acts,  matters,  and  things  within  the  said  districts  which  may  not  have  been  in  conformity  with 
the  ordinary  course  of  law  therein,  but  which  were  necessary  for  ^  public  safety :  And  wha^as 
it  is  expedient  that  the  Grovemor  and  all  persons  acting  under  his  orders,  or  by  his  authority  or 
direction,  or  under  the  authority  of  such  proclamations  of  martial  law,  should  be  indemni&ed  in 
respect  of  sudi  orders,  directions,  act%  matters  and  things. 

I.  It  is  therefore  hereby  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Legislative  Council  thereof,  that  the  said  Governor,  and  also  all  persons  acting  under  his 
Qrders  or  by  his  authority  or  direction,  or  under  the  authority  of  any  such  proclamation  of  martial 
law  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  severally  and  jointly  indemni6ed,  freed,  and  dis* 
charged  from  and  against  all  actions,  suits,  prosecuticMOS,  and  penalties  whatsoever,  for  or  on 
account,  or  in  respect  of,  all  or  any  acts,  matters,  and  things  whatsover  done,  ordered,  directed, 
or  authorized  by  the  said  Governor,  or  by  any  person  or  persons  acting  under  his  order,  direc- 
tion and  authority,  or  under  the  authority  of  any  such  proclamation  of  martial  law  as  aforesaid^ 
within  the  said  districts  or  either  of  them,  during  the  existence  therrin  of  such  martial  law  m 
aforesaid :  so  only  and  provided  that  such  acts,  matters,  and  things  shall  have  been  done,  ordered 
directed  or  authorized,  band  Jide,  in  furtherance  and  in  the  execution  of  the  objects  for  which 
martial  law  was  proclaimed  as  aforesaid.  And  that  no  act  done  in  pursaanoe  of  any  ofder 
issued  by  the  said  Governor,  or  by  the  officer  commanding  Her  Majesty  s  forces  in  the  Kandyaa 
provinces,  for  suppressing  the  said  insurrection,  or  for  the  safety  and  protection  of  the  persons 
and  properties  of  Her  Majesty  *s  peaceable  and  loyal  subjects,  or  for  the  trial  and  punishnMot 
of  treasons  and  other  crimes  and  offences  committed  within  the  said  districts,  or  for  the  arrest 
and  detention  in  custody  of  persons  engaged  in  such  insurrection  or  suspected  thereof,  or  for  t&e 
seizure,  sequestration,  or  sale  of  the  property  of  any  such  persons  as  last  aforssaid,  shall  be 
questioned  in  any  of  Her  Majesty's  Courts  of  civil  or  criminal  jurisdiction  in  this  island.  And 
in  order  to  prevent  any  doubt  wtuch  might  arise  whether  any  act  alleged  to  have  been  done  ia 
conformity  to  any  such  order  was  so  done,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  Gk)v»mor 
or  officer  commanding  Her  Majesty's  forces  in  the  said  provinces  to  deolare  such  acts  to  have 
been  done  in  conformity  to  such  orders ;  and  such  declaration*  signified  by  any  writing  under 
the  hand  of  the  said  Governor  or  officer  commanding  Her  Majesty's  forces,  shall  be  a  sufficient 
discharge  and  indemnity  to  all  persons  concerned  in  any  such  acts,  and  shall  in  all  cases  be  con- 
clusive evidence  that  such  acts  were  done  in  conformity  to  sudi  orders. 

2.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  this  Ordinance  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  p  blie* 
Ordinance,  and  shall  be  judidally  taken  notice  of  as  such  by  all  judgei^  aaagistrateBaad  others,, 
without  beii^  specially  pleaded* 

Passed  in  Council  the  23rd  day  of  October,  1848. 

W.  C.  Gibson,  Clerk  to  the  Council 
Published  by  order  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 

J.  Emerson  Tennent,  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  40.  (No.  202.) 


No.  40. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington 

to  Earl  Grey. 

Queen  s  House,  Colombo,  Novonber  13,  1848. 
My  Lord,  {Received  December  26,  1848.) 

1.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  fop  your  Lordship's  approval  and  Her 
Majesty's  confirmation  the  Ordinance  No.  14,  of  1848,  *' To  alter,  in  certain 
"  respects,  the  Ordinance  No.  8,  of  the  year  1848,  and  to  extend,  its  operation 
"  to  the  maintenance  of  public  tamks  and  other  means  of  irrigation ;"  and  I 
proceed,  as  briefly  as  possible,  to  place  your  Lordship  in  possession  of  the 
objects  contemplated  in  its  principal  provisions. 

2.  The  Ordinance  No.  8,  of  1848,  required,  that  before  any  of  the  labour  to 
be  furnished  under  it  by  the  people  of  the  country  should  be  applied  to  the 
^^cution  of  any  works,  certain  prelimfaiary  forms  should  be  gcme  through  in 
respect  to  the  preparation  of  abstracts  of  population,  the  framing  of  estimates, 
the  election  of  division  officers,  &c.  But  the  Government  has  been  prevented 
by  the  state  of  the  country  from  completing  the  arrangements  upon  which  the 
fulfilment  of  these  requirements  altogether  depended  I  was,  however,  un- 
willing to  lose  altogether  the  advantages  to  be  expected  from  the  operation  of 
this  measure  during  the  ensiing  year,  and  I  therefore  directed  the  preparation 
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of  the  first  clause  of  the  new  Ordinance,  which  legalizes  the  application  as        cotloh. 
regards  the  coming  year  only  of  any  labour  which  may  become  available,  not- 
withstanding the  non-observance  of  the  forms  I  have  adverted  to,  which  will  in 
subsequent  years  be  strictly  adhered  to. 

3.  Representations  were  made  to  me  that  the  liabilities  imposed  upon  house- 
holders by  the  27th,  38th,  41st,  and  42nd  clauses  of  the  Ordinance  No.  8,  were 
considered,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  be  unreasonable,  or  at  all  events  likely  to 
lead  to  inconvenience ;  and,  also,  that  the  oi)eration  of  the  Ordinance  would 
be  much  facilitated  by  leaving  it  open  to  all  parties  to  decide  whether  they 
would  elect  to  labour  or  to  pay  the  commutation  for  any  work  required  to  the 
latest  possible  period  before  their  term  of  labour  came.  It  was,  therefore, 
determined  to  repeal  the  27th,  31st,  38th,  39th,  41st,  and  42nd  clauses  of  the 
original  Ordinance,  and  to  substitute  the  2nd,  3rd,  4th,  5th,  and  6th  clauses  of 
the  present  Bill  in  their  place. 

4.  With  regard  to  the  8th  clause,  it  involves  a  very  important  departure 
frcfm  the  principle  of  the  original  Bill,  and  is  one  to  which  1  feel  bound  to  call 
your  Lordship's  especial  attention.  In  the  course  of  the  last  few  months  it  has 
been  brought  particularly  under  my  notice,  in  connexion  with  the  late  events 
in  the  interior,  that  the  Buddhist  priests  are  forbidden  by  the  tenets  of  their 
religion  to  possess  any  property  in  their  own  right,  and  that  mendicancy  as  a 
matter  of  principle  is  enjoined  upon  them.  It  is,  nevertheless,  notorious  that 
almost  without  exception  they  live  in  open  violation  of  this  precept ;  that  many 
of  them  possess  wealth,  in  some  way  or  other ;  and  that  they  are  frequently 
involved  in  lawsuits  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  pecxmiary  demands,  which  if 
not  strictly  personal,  are,  at  all  events,  such  as  they  have  a  common  interest  in, 
as  priests  of  some  particular  temple.  There  is,  however,  no  doubt  that  in 
theory  they  have  nothing  of  their  own.  They  are  likewise  forbidden  to  perform 
manual  labour;  and  it  appeared  obvious,  therefore,  that  if  the  Government 
were  driven  to  Enforce  entire  compliance  with  the  Ordinance  on  the  part  of  a 
priest,  it  would  find  itself  placed  in  the  position  of  compelling  him  by  law  to 
violate  his  religious  vows. 

5.  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  under  ordinary  circumstances  matters  would 
scarcely  have  been  brought  to  this  extremity,  and  that  the  priests  would  not 
have  subjected  themselves  to  a  formal  exposure  of  the  inconsistency  of  their 
conduct,  but  would  have  rather  paid  the  conmiutation  without  much  remon- 
strance. At  first  view,  therefore,  it  might  seem  that  it  would  require  some 
stronger  grounds  than  those  already  advanced  to  entitle  them  to  any  kind  of 
exemption ;  but  the  Government  had  reason  to  believe  that  during  the  late 
disturbances  the  priests  were  availing  themselves  of  the  pretended  slight 
offered  to  their  religion,  to  add  to  the  excitement  already  existing ;  and  I  have 
therefore  judged  it  expedient  to  deprive  them  of  this  opportunity  of  doing 
mischief  among  the  native  inhabitants  by  exempting  them  from  the  liabilities 
of  the  Ordinance.  It  will  be  in  your  Lordi^p's  recollection  that  a  petition 
upon  this  subject,  signed  by  several  hundred  priests,  was  transmitted  to  your 
Lordship  with  my  Despatch  No.  161*,  of  the  13th  September.  •  Page  212. 

6.  I  have  no  desire,  however,  to  disguise  from  your  Lordship  that  the  con- 
templated exemption  has  given  rise  to  dissatisfaction  in  certain  quarters. 
Ranonstrances  have  been  made  by  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Colombo,  who  urged 
that  if  there  were  to  be  exemptions  at  all,  it  should  be  extended  to  ministers  ol* 
religion  of  all  denominations.  An  amendmait  to  that  effect  was  moved  in  the 
L^slative  Council,  and  it  was  urged  that  otherwise  the  exemption  of  Buddhist 
priests  alone  would  afford  a  triumph  to  their  religion,  as  tending  to  place  them 
in  a  superior  position  to  Christian  ministers. 

7.  I  cannot,  in  any  d^ree,  subscribe  to  such  a  doctrine.  The  principle  upon 
which  the  distinction  has  be^i  drawn  cannot  be  mistaken.  The  Buddhist 
I»iest  cannot  work,  and  is  forbidden  to  possess  money.  The  Christian  minister 
cannot  work,  but  is  not  forbidden  to  have  money.  I  cannot  admit  that  the 
Christian  minister  is  degraded  by  contributing  to  the  necessities  of  the  State, 
from  which  many  of  them  receive  emoluments,  and  by  not  being  classed  as  a 
mendicant ;  nor  have  I  any  belief  that  such  an  idea  will  become  prevalent, 
unless  s^ead  abroad  and  fostered  by  those  to  whom  the  oljjjection  has 
occurred. 

8.  I  regret  that  anything  should  have  called  for  a  deviation  from  the  ori- 
ginal Bill  in  this  reject ;  but,  under  present  circumstances,  I  trust  your  Lord- 
ship will  approve  of  the  course  I  have  taken. 

2  N  2  ^  T 
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CEYLON.  9.  These  are  the  only  alterations,  properly  so  called,  which  I  have  occasion 

to  bring  imder  your  Lordship's  notice;  but  an  important  addition  has  been 
made  to  the  original  measure,  by  sanctioning  the  application  of  some  of  the 
labour  to  the  repair  of  the  public  tanks  and  watercourses.  The  communica- 
tions  which  I  have  received  from  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  so  stroi^ly 
insisted  upon  the  necessity  for  steps  being  taken  for  the  restoration  of  these 
valuable  works,  that  I  was  anxious  to  take  the  earliest  opportimity  of  making 
some  attempt  at  a  commencement ;  the  more  especially  as  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary had  forcibly  urged  that  by  rendering  a  portion  of  the  labour  available  for 
such  purposes,  we  should,  in  many  districts,  make  the  introduction  of  the  Road 
Ordinance  easier  and  more  popular. 

10.  I  am  bound,  however,  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  the  proposal  met 
with  strong  opposition  in  the  Legislative  Council  from  members  who,  while 
they  admitted  the  importance  of  the  subject  in  itself,  and  expressed  their 
readiness  to  co-operate  in  legislating  respecting  it,  regarded  its  introduction 
here  as  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  design  of  the  Road  Ordinance,  and  as 
involving  the  general  application  of  the  labour  of  the  people  for  the  promoti(m 
of  the  private  interests  of  the  landed  proprietors. 

11.  I  cannot  better  place  your  Lordship  in  possession  of  the  arguments 
2>             brought  forward  on  both  sides  than  by  enclosing  a  printed  report  of  the  debate, 

which  is  given  with  tolerable  accuracy.    I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  spedfic 
Vide  p.  272.  and  detailed  legislation  upon  this  subject  will  speedily  be  found  necessary,  and 

that  the  clause  which  has  been  introduced  into  this  Bill  will  principally  serve 
to  show  the  native  population  that  the  Government  is  alive  to  the  necessity  of 
dealing  with  a  subject  in  which  their  prosperity  is  so  deeply  involved. 

12.  With  these  observations  I  beg  to  solicit  your  Lordship's  approval  of 
the  Ordinance. 

I  have,  &C., 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&C*  &C*  &C« 


End.  1  in  No.  40. 
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To  alter  in  certain  respects  the  Ordinance  No.  8  of  the  year  1848,  and  to  extend 
its  operation  to  the  maintenance  of  Public  Tanks  and  other  means  of  irrigation 

Whereas  circumstances  arising  out  of  the  disturbed  state  of  the  country  have  prevented 
the  completion  of  the  arrangements  necessary  for  bringing  into  simultaneous  operation  certain 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Ordmance  No.  8  of  this  present  year  1848,  entitled,  '*  To  make  pro- 
vision for  the  formation  and  improvement  of  the  means  of  communication  in  this  island." 
And  whereas  the  Provincial  Committees  contemplated  by  the  said  Ordinance,  have  not  been 
constituted  and  appointed  in  the  manner  therein  provided,  by  reason  whereof  the  numerical 
abstracts  of  the  males  resident  within  the  several  provinces,  and  the  estimates  of  the  amount 
required  to  be  expended  during  the  ensuing  year  upon  the  principal  roads,  rivers,  lakes,  and 
canals  therein,  have  not  been  transmitted  to  the  Governor  within  tne  period  prescribed  by  the 
32nd  and  33rd  clauses  thereof:  and  it  is  expedient,  notwithstanding  such  omission,  to  make 
legal  provision  for  the  appropriation  of  the  labour  and  money  which  will  become  due  during 
the  said  year.  And  whereas  it  is  also  expedient  to  amend  the  said  Ordinance  m  certain 
respects  ;  and  to  extend  its  provisions  to  the  maintenance  of  public  tanks  and  other  means  of 
irrigation. 

1.  It  is  therefore  hereby  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Legislative  Council  thereof,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Provincial  Committees,  ap- 
pointed under  the  provisions  of  the  said  Ordinance  No.  8  of  year  1848,  during  the  ensuing 
year  only,  to  apply  not  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  labour  and  money  which  shall  become  due 
during  the  said  year  to  the  execution  of  any  works  upon  any  such  principal  roads,  rivers, 
lakes,  and  canals,  for  which  estimates  shall  have  been  framed  by  direction  of  the  Governor, 
and  voted  by  the  Legislative  Council.  And  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  District  Committees 
with  the  approval  of  the  Provincial  Committees,  to  apply  any  of  the  residue  of  such  labour  for 
the  repair,  improvement,  maintenance  and  formation  of  any  minor  road  or  path,  river,  lake,  or 
canal,  or  of  any  public  tank  or  water-course.  Provided  that  the  application  of  such  labour 
and  money  shall  in  all  other  respects  be  made  in  strict  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
said  Ordinance,  except  in  so  far  as  the  same  or  any  of  them  are  hereby  altered  or  amended. 

2.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  at  any  time  alter  the  election  or  appointment  of  a  division 
officer  for  any  division,  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  Ordinance,  every  householder  within 
the  division  shall  once  in  every  year,  on  being  thereunto  required  by  the  division  officer  thereof^ 
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furnish  him  with  a  list  of  the  males  resident  in  his  house,  and  of  their  respective  ages,  so  far 
as  the  same  shall  be  known  to  him.  And  any  person  neglecting  to  comply  with  such  requi- 
sition or  wilfully  omitting  from  such  list  the  name  of  any  such  male,  shall  be  guilty  of  an 
offence,  and  be  liable,  on  conviction,  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  5/. 

3.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  at  all  times  be  lawful  for  the  diviision  officer  to  call 
upon  any  person  within  his  division  liable  to  labour  under  the  said  Ordinance,  and  who  may 
allege  that  he  has  performed  such  labour,  or  paid  the  commutation  thereof,  either  in  the  same 
cr  in  any  other  division,  to  produce  to  him  the  receiptor  certificate  of  the  proper  officer  proving 
Fuch  payment  or  performance.  And  if  such  person  shall  fail  to  produce  such  receipt  or  certi- 
ficate, the  division  officer  shall  insert  his  name  in  its  proper  place  in  the  list  of  his  division ; 
and  such  person  shall  thereupon  become  liable  to  perform  labour  in  respect  of  such  division. 
Provided  always,  that  no  person  shall  be  liable  to  such  labour,  who  shall  come  to  reside  in  any 
division  within  three  months  before  the  expiration  of  the  current  year,  unless  during  any  of  the 
preceding  months  of  such  year  he  shall  have  resided  in  some  other  division  of  the  island. 

4.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  Provincial  Committee  shall,  at  least  one  calendar 
month  before  the  commencement  of  any  work  give  notice  thereof  to  the  respective  District 
Committees  for  each  of  the  districts  from  which  any  labour  may  be  due  for  the  execution  of 
the  same;  and  such  District  Committees  shall,  through  the  proper  division  officer,  call  upon 
each  person  liable  to  perform  the  said  labour  to  declare  to  such  officer  at  least  ten  days  before 
the  time  fixed  for  the  commencement  of  such  work,  whether  he  will  perform  in  person  the 
labour  required  of  him,  or  whether  he  will  commute  the  same :  and  any  person  electing  to 
commute  shall,  at  the  time  of  making  known  his  decision,  pay  over  the  amount  due  in  respect 
of  such  commutation  to  the  division  officer.  Provided  always,  that  no  person  shall  be  required, 
unless  with  his  own  consent,  to  declare  whether  he  will  perform  in  person  the  labour  due,  or 
commute  the  same  at  any  time  exceeding  one  month  before  the  time  appointed  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Committee  for  the  commencement  of  the  work  for  which  the  same  shall  be  required. 

5.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  at  or  before  the  time  fixed  for  the  commencement  of  any 
work,  and  at  anytime  during  the  progress  thereof,  the  division  officer  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  require  the  persons  who  have  elected  to  perform  labour  thereon,  to  attend  and 
perform  the  same  at  such  time  and  place,  and  in  such  rotation  as  may  be  directed  by  the  Dis- 
trict Committee.  And  if  any  person  who  shall  have  elected  to  commute  the  performance  of  labour^ 
shall  fail  to  pay  such  commutation  as  hereinbefore  prorided,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  division 
officer,  at  any  lime  after  the  commencement  and  during  the  progress  of  the  work  in  respect  of 
which  such  payment  shall  be  due,  to  require  such  person  to  perform  the  labour  which  he  had 
elected  to  commute.  And  if  any  person  who  shall,  under  the  provisions  of  this  clause,  have 
been  required  by  the  division  officer  to  perform  labour,  shall  without  good  and  sufficient  reason 
fail  or  refuse  to  attend  and  perform  the  same  at  the  proper  time  and  place,  the  division  officer 
shall  forthwith  report  such  failure  or  refusal  to  the  District  Committee,  who  shall  make  such 
inquiry  into  the  circumstances  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  and  take,  or  cause  to  be  taken, 
such  proceedings  in  the  matter  as  shall  appear  to  them  advisable.  And  any  such  person  shall 
be  gtiilty  of  an  offence,  and  be  liable,  on  conviction  thereof,  to  any  punishment  which  Police 
Courts  are  by  law  empowered  to  award,  and  as  shall  be  imposed  by  the  Court  before  which 
such  offender  shall  be  tried.  Provided  always,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  per- 
form labour  when  required  by  substitute. 

6.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  division  officer  shall  furnish  lists  of  the  persons  in  his 
division  who  have  elected  to  perform  the  labour  and  of  those  who  have  elected  to  commute 
the  same,  and  shall  pay  over  all  monies  received  by  him,  in  such  manner,  at  such  times,  and 
to  such  persons  as  the  Provincial  Committee  may  from  time  to  time  direct  and  appoint. 

7.  And  whereas  by  the  33rd  clause  of  the  said  Ordinance  it  was  provided  that  the  amount 
of  labour  to  be  supplied  under  the  same  for  the  principal  roads,  rivers,  lakes,  and  canals  shall 
not  exceed  two-thirds  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  labour  due  from  each  district;  and  by  the 
36th  clause  of  the  said  Ordinance  it  was  declared  expedient  to  make  provision  for  the  due 
application  of  the  remainder  of  such  labour  as  may  be  most  advantageous  for  the  public,  and 
it  was  therefore  thereby  enacted  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  District  Committee,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Provincial  Committee,  to  apply  any  such  remainder  of  labour,  or  any  money 
paid  in  commutation  thereof,  for  the  repair,  improvement,  maintenance,  and  formation  of  any 
minor  road  or  path,  river,  lake,  or  canal  within  the  district.  And  whereas  in  many  parts  of 
this  island  the  public  tanks  and  water-courses  whereon  large  districts  are  dependent  for  the 
means  of  irrigating  rice-lands  have  become  dilapidated  and  broken  to  the  restriction  or  entire 
suspension  of  cultivation,  and  the  consequent  impoverishment  of  the  village  communities.  And 
it  may  be  expedient  in  certain  cases  to  apply  any  such. remainder  of  labour,  or  money  paid  in 
commutation  thereof,  to  the  formation,  extension,  repair,  and  improvement  of  such  pubUc  tanks 
and  water-courses.  It  is  therefore  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  D^trict 
Committee,  with  the  approval  of  the  Provincial  Committee,  if  they  shall  think  fit,  to  apply  any 
such  remainder  of  labour  as  in  the  said  36th  clause  mentioned,  or  any  money  paid  in  commu- 
tation thereof,  to  the  formation,  extension,  repair,  or  improvement  of  such  public  tanks  and 
water-courses  as  they  may  think  necessary  for  supplying  the  means,  or  increased  means,  of 
irrigation  to  any  tract  or  tracts  of  rice-land  within  their  district:  and  all  the  duties,  obliga- 
tions,  and  liabilities  imposed  by  the  said  Ordinance  No.  8  of  1848,  or  by  this  Ordinance,  upon 
males  resident  within  this  colony,  in  regard  to  the  performance  of  labour  upon  the  roads  or 
other  means  of  communication  by  land  or  by  water  therein,  shall  equally  extend  and  apply  to 
the  formation,  extension,  repair,  or  improvement  of  such  public  tanks,  water-courses,  and  other 
means  of  irrigation ;  and  all  the  powers  and  authorities  conferred  by  the  said  Ordinance  No.  8 
of  1848,  or  by  this  Ordinance,  upon  the  several  committees  and  officers  appointed,  or  to  be 
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End.  2  in  No.  40. 


Bppoiat«d,  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  first-mentiongd  Ordinance^  for  the  repair,  improve- 
j^ent*  iiiainteiiano%  or  foraiation  of  any  road,  river,  lake^  or  canal,  are  hereby  confirmed  and 
wanted  to  the  said  committees  and  omcers  respectively  for  the  formation,  extension,  repair,  «r 
UDjprovemoQt  of  such  public  tanks,  water-courses,  and  other  means  of  irrigation  as  afore^^ 
ax&ythi^g  in  the  said  Ordinance  No.  8  of  1848  in  anywise  to  the  contrarv  notwithstanding, 
Proyid^  always,  that  no  such  labour  or  money  shall  be  applied  as  aforesaid  for  the  extension 
repair,  or  improvement  of  any  tank  or  watftr-course  except  the  same  shall  be  the  common  pro- 
perty  of  all  persons  possessed  of  rice-land  within  the  neighbourhood  of  such  tank  or  water- 
course, and  to  be  benefited  thereby.  And  provided  also,  that  no  person  shall  be  liable  to  be 
employed  upon,  nor  shall  any  money  paid  by  any  person  in  commutation  thereof  be  applied 
lumer  this  clause  to  any  work  for  the  formation^  extension,  repair,  or  improvement  of  any  taidt^ 
water-course,  or  other  means  of  irrigation,  if  the  place  at  which  such  work  shall  be  undertake^ 
shall  be  at  a  greater  distance  than  seven  miles  from  the  place  where  such  person  shall  reside* 

8,  And  whereas  it  has  been  represented  that  the  tenets  of  Buddhism  prohibit  the  priest^  of 
that  religion  performing  labour  of  the  description  contemplated  by  the  said  Ordinance^  and 
iprbid  the  acquisition  by  such  priests  of  money  or  other  property.  It  is  therefore  enacted,  that 
natliing  in  this  Ordinance,  or  in  the  said  Ordinance  No.  8  of  this  present  year  1848,  shall 
apply  or  extend,  or  be  deemed  and  taken  to  apply  or  extend,  to  any  of  the  persons  commeoly 
known  as  Buddhist  priests ;  but  that  all  such  persons  shall  be,  and  they  are  herebv  exempted 
from  the  performance  of  labour  under  the  provbions  of  the  said  last-mentioned  Orclinance,  and 
from  the  payment  of  any  sum  or  sums  in  commutation  of  such  labour  so  long  as  they  coutintM^ 
and  are  known  to  he  Buddhist  priests. 

9,  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  27th,  Slst,  38th,  39th,.  4Ist,  and  42nd  clause?  of  the 
9aid  Ordinance  No.  8  of  this  present  year  1848  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

10,  And  it  is  furdier  enacted,  that  this  Ordinance  shall  commence  and  take  effect  from  aol 
after  the  promulgation  thereof,  ^ 

Passed  in  Council  the  Thirteenth  day  of  November^  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-eight. 

W.  C.  Gibson,  Clerk  to  the  Council 

Published  by  order  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 

J.  Embbsok  Tbnnbnt,  Colonial  Secretary. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  40. 
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Legislative  Council,  October  23,  1848. 

Sib  J.  £.  Tennbnt  moved  the  first  reading  of  the  draft  of  an  Ordinance  to  amend  the 
Road  Ordinance  of  last  year  and  to  enlarge  its  operation  so  as  to  include  the  maintenance  and 
extension  of  tanks  and  other  means  of  artificial  irrigation. 

The  amendments  are  in  a  great  degree  technical  and  affecting  matters  of  detail,  attention  to 
which  became  necessary,  owing  to  the  unavoidable  delay  which  recent  events  bad  occasioned  in 
bringing  the  Ordinance  into  operation  throughout  the  island. 

One,  however,  was  of  higher  importance,  its  object  being  to  exempt  the  Buddhist  priests  from 
the  obligation  to  labour,  or  to  pay  a  sum  in  commutation  of  it.  It  is  obvious  that  no  slui 
upon  their  rank,  and  no  slight  upon  their  functions  was  intended  by  the  law  as  it  now  stood, 
inasmuch  as  our  own  clergy  of  all  ranks  are  alike  included  under  the  obligation  to  contribute 
towards  the  general  advantage  of  the  colony.  But  the  Buddhist  priests  then^ves  have  pointed^ 
out  a  line  of  distinction  on  the  strength  of  which  they  asked  for  exemption,  namely  that  our 
clergy  and  ministers  are  not,  like  them,  subjected  to  a  religious  vow  of  poverty,  and  equally 
pruUbited  from  the  possession  of  money  and  from  labour,  as  a  means  of  obtaining  money.  It 
would  not  become  the  Government  to  institute  any  rigid  inquiries  into  the  strict  fidelity  with 
which  these  vows  may  be  observed ;  but  when  once  even  their  abstract  existence  has  bees 
pleaded  as  a  ground  of  exemption,  it  became  obvious  tliat  violence  might  be  inflicted  on  men*^ 
consciences  were  the  obligation  enforced,  and  on  these  grounds  the  clause  has  been  inserted 
which  exempted  the  priesthood  personally  from  the  operation  of  the  Ordinance. 

Another  amendment  is  that  by  which  it  is  proposea  to  include  other  important  puUic  works 
within  the  opemtion  of  the  Ordinance  as  well  as  the  construction  of  roads  and  means  of  com- 
munication. He  (Sir  J.  E.  T.)  believed  that  on  the  propriety  of  a  measure  for  that  purpose 
there  was  an  unanimous  concurrence  of  opinion,  and  he  certainly  was  enabled  .to  say  that  he 
(Sir  J.  E.  T.)  had  seen  no  individual,  native  or  European,  official  or  priest,  who  did  not  agree 
in  recommending  it.  The  only  doubt  which  might  exist,  was  as  to  the  expediency  and  con* 
venience  of  amalgamating  the  two  objects  in  the  one  law  now  submitted  for  the  consideratioQ 
of  the  Council.  And  on  this  point,  whilst  he  would  dadly  defer  to  the  opinions  and  suggestioof 
of  members  of  laiger  experience  and  familiarity  with  the  native  character,  ha  was  stilT  bound 
to  say  that  his  own  conviction  was  very  strongly  in  favour  of  the  present  proposal,  and  the 
more  so  because  it  was  arrived  at  after  a  most  extensive  personal  inquiry  into  the  state  of 
public  feeling  in  many  provinces  of  the  island,  on  the  subject  of  this  Ordinance. 

If  there  ever  was  a  law  passed  in  any  colony  which  more  than  another  sought  to  indentify 
indiridual  interests  with  public  advantage,  it  was  the  Boad  Ordinance  of  the  last  sessions.  But 
every  member  was  aware  that  in  the  unenquiring  and  unreasoning  mind  of  the  natives,  the  pro- 
cess is  necessarily  slow,  by  which  they  arrive  at  a  perception  of  the  personal  gain  which 
results  to  an  individual  from  the  opening  for  the  first  time  of  a  great  public  road.     It  is  only 
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experience  and  actual  trial  of  the  effect,  which,  by  degrees,  leads  them  on  to  comprehend  the         CEYLON, 
process  by  which  it  reduces  the  cost  of  production,  creates  the  demand  for  produce,  cheapens 
the  cost  of  every  article  of  consumption,  and  gives  an  inevitable  increase  to  the  value  of  every 
man's  land,  and  every  man's  labour. 

The  Government  in  framing  the  original  Ordinance,  were  not  insensible  of  this  difficulty  to  be 
encountered,  and  a  provision  was  accordingly  made,  by  which  to  obviate  its  inconveniences,  and 
to  bring  the  objects  and  advantages  of  the  measure  more  immediately  within  the  comprehension 
pf  the  native  population.  In  addition  to  the  construction  of  great  highways  and  trunk-lines  to 
connect  and  open  up  important  districts,  and  the  making  of  which  the  natives  might  regard 
in  the  first  instance  as  an  exclusive  convenience  to  die  public,  (the  time  not  having  yet  arrived 
when  they  could  discern  its  advantages  to  themselves  individuallv»)  it  was  provided  by  the  33rd 
and  36th  clauses,  that  a  power  shoidd  be  given  to  the  District  Committee,  to  apply  one-third 
of  the  gross  amount  of  labour^  or  of  money  paid  in  conunutation  of  labour,  to  the  constructioa 
of  village  roads  and  paths  throughout  the  country,  to  connect  important  village  localities. 

This  expedient  was  to  a  great  extent  successful  and  he  (Sir  J.  E.  T.)  was  enabled  to  say 
so  with  more  than  ordinary  confidence,  inasmuch  as  he  spoke  after  personal  interviews  with 
natives  in  hundreds  of  villages  throughout  every  province  of  the  island.  In  niaunv  instances, 
especially  on  the  great  northern  roads  which  branch  from  Dambool  eastward  to  Trincomalie, 
and  westward  towards  Anuradapoora  and  the  coast,  the  natives  along  the  line,  had  already  by 
agreeable  experience  arrived  at  a  clear  conception  in  their  own  minds,  of  the  increased  value 
which  had  already  been  given  to  their  property  and  labour  by  the  opening  of  the  great  north 
roads,  and  they  expressed  their  readiness  to  contribute  their  labour  to  complete  and  maintain 
them.  In  the  villages  remote  from  these  great  trunk  roads,  where  the  people  had  only  been 
imperfectly  informra  of  the  object  of  the  Ordinance,  and  were  indifferent  or  opposed  to  it» 
under  the  impression  that  it  contemplated  only  public  roads,  they  generally  expressed  their 
satisiaction  when  told  they  would  be  empowered  to  claim  the  assistance  and  aid  of  the  whole 
district,  in  opening  of  tracts  and  pathways  from  village  to  village.  But  in  every  district,  with- 
out exception,  whether  the  people  were  in  favour  of  the  construction  of  roads,  or  insensible  to 
their  advantages,  there  was  one  universal  clamour  for  the  application  of  this  Ordinance  for  the 
repair  and  extension  of  the  tanks  and  water  courses.  The  more  ignorant  met  him  (Sir  J* 
E.  T.)  by. the  blunt  assurance  that  they  did  not  want  roads,  but  that  they  wanted  rice>  but 
that  if  allowed  to  labour  on  the  tanks  and  water-courses,  they  would  cheerfully  work  on  the 
roads  also.  On  the  other  hand,  even  the  most  aeute  and  intelligent,  and  those  most  practically 
aware  of  the  value  of  roads,  met  him  by  the  constant  remark  ^*  of  what  use  can  new  roads  be 
to  us  ?  we  have  nothing  to  carry  on  them ;  our  tank  is  in  ruins ;  it  will  only  irrigate  so  many 
ammonams  of  land  when  it  might  be  made  to  irrigate  hundreds  more,  we  have  therefore  barely 
enough  of  rice  for  our  own  village.  As  it  is  we  have  nothing  to  sell,  and  of  what  use  will  the 
village  road  be  to  us,  unless  you  compel  the  community  to  restore  and  maintain  the  village 
tank,  and  thus  extend  the  means  of  cultivation,  and  increase  the  amount  of  produce." 

This  state  of  feeling  he  (Sir  J.  E.  Tennent)  of  course  felt  it  his  duty  to  represent  to  die 
Government,  and  hence  the  insertion  of  the  clause  in  question  in  the  present  Ordinance.  Now 
be  would  say  but  one  word  on  the  other  question,  whether,  admitting  to  the  full  the  propriety 
of  enabling  the  people  to  undertake  these  works,  whedier  still  it  was  expedient  to  amalgamate 
this  provision  with  the  present  Ordinance.  He  (Sir  J.  E.  T.)  thou^t  it  was.  He  thought 
that  where  objections  existed  to  the  Ordinance  as  it  now  stands  it  will  go  far  to  remove  them, 
and  he  believed  that  it  would  make  it  most  popular  where  the  people  were  already  welt  dis-* 
^sed  towards  it- 
It  will  go  far  to  remove  the  prejudices  of  some  against  the  one  species  of  labour  on  the  road^ 
to  which  Siej  might  object,  b^  identifying  with  it  mat  which  they  are  proud  of  and  which  forms 
the  boasted  occupation  of  theur  most  privileged  classes,  namely,  agriculture  audits  concomitant 
Works. 

But  in  addition  to  this,  he  (Sir  J.  E.  T.)  thought  there  would  be  inconvenienees  attendant 
on  attempting  this  by  a  separate  Ordinance,  because  as  in  all  probability  the  new  Ordinance 
would  avail  itself  of  the  existing  machinery,  and  District  and  Provincial  Committees  and  officers, 
it  would,  he  feared,  be  attended  by  a  complication  in  the  details  and  working,  although 
the  identification  would  be  as  complete  as  if  embodied  in  the  same  law. 

But  there  was  another  apprehension  which  he  entertained  in  its  probable  effect  upon  public 
feeling,  as  regarded  the  Road  Ordinance  itself,  were  the  provisions  for  the  repair  of  tanlu  and 
works  of  irrigation  embodied  in  a  separate  law.  It  is  obvious  that  the  latter  would  be  the 
most  popular  of  the  two,  and  he  (Sir  J.  E.  T.)  was  not  widiout  apprehension  that  by  thus 
setting  the  two  measures  in  contrast,  and  almost  in  competition,  misrepresentation  and  dis* 
credit  would  unavoidably  attach  to  the  less  favourite  one,  which  might  eventually  lead  to 
dislike  and  aversion :  whilst  their  union  and  identification  would  add  strength  and  popularity 
tod  acceptability  to  both.  He  (Sir  J.  E.  T.)  with  this  explanation  begg^  to  move  the  first 
reading  of  the  Ordinance. 

Mr.  Selby,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said,  that  the  general  object  of  the  Ordinance  had  been 
80  fully  explained  by  his  honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary,  that  it  would  be  simply 
necessary  for  him  to  refer  to  two  clauses.  The  first  he  would  mention  was  that  which  exempted 
Buddhist  priests  from  labour  or  commutation  payment.  On  this  subject  he  would  refer  the 
Council  to  the  reports  of  Sir  Charles  Marshall,  and  it  was  evident  that  whatever  their  practice 
might  be  it  was  clearly  contrary  to  the  tenets,  if  not  positively  illegal  for  Buddhist  priests  to 
hold  property. 

Here  Mr.  Selby  read  the  following  passage : — 

'*  It  seems  to  be  one  of  the  tenets  of  the  Buddhist  religion  that  a  man,  on  becoming  a 
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CKYf.ON.  priest  resigns  all   worldly  wealth;  and  no  lonorer  possesses  the  right  or  power  of  holdinv 

•  property,  whether  moveable  or  immoveable,  except  in  trust  for  his  temple,  if  he  be  in  char4 

of  one.  This  entire  abnegation  of  earthly  possessions  however  seems  not  less  difficult  to  be  put 
in  practice  in  Ceylon  than  elsewhere :  and  accordingly  the-  Courts  fiirnish  numerous  instances 
of  priests  laying  claims  to  property  in  their  own  right,  or  at  least  with  a  very  slender  colouring 
of  any  title  on  the  part  of  the  temples,  to  veil  their  own  claims/'  Sir  C.  Marshall's  reports,p.  649. 

In  the  same  book  under  the  title  '*  Lands,"  it  appeared,  that  as  a  matter  of  right,  no  pri^t, 
as  such  and  while  he  continued  in  the  priesthood,  could  legally  possess  landed  property  save  in 
trust  for  the  temple  to  which  he  belonged. 

The  other  part  of  the  Ordinance  calling  for  a  passing  remark  was  that  which  provided  for 
the  appropriation  of  one-third  of  the  funds  raised  under  the  Road  Ordinance  to  the  repair  of 
tanks.  He,  Mr,  Selby,  entirely  concurred  in  all  that  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  as  to  the  propriety  of  making  legal  provision  for  the  purpose  of  giving  legal 
effect  to  the  long  standing  and  excellent  custom,  by  which  the  inhabitants  at  certain  seasons 
were  compelled  to  repair  the  banks  of  tanks  and  watercourses  which  helped  irrigation.  But, 
while  thus  fully  concurring  with  the  Colonial  Secretary  on  the  propriety  of  such  legal  pro- 
vision, he,  Mr.  Selby,  must  confess,  he  was  not  prepared  to  concur  in  the  reasons  offered  for 
effecting  the  desired  object  by  means  of  the  Road  Ordinance.  And  he  mentioned  his  objectioti 
at  this  stage  because  it  was,  he  thought  well  worthy  of  consideration,  and  he  could  the  more 
properly  do  so  because  it  could  be  quite  competent  for  the  Council  to  pass  the  Bill,  leaving 
out,  while  in  Committee,  this  portion  of  it. 

He  would  also  throw  out  for  the  consideration  of  the  Council,  in  order  that  the  subject 
might  in  the  mean  time  undergo  consideration^  that  Her  Majesty's  instnictions  to  the  Governor, 
Clause  35th,  expressly  forbade  the  mixing  up  in  one  Ordinance  subjects  having  no  proper 
relation  the  one  with  the  other ;  and  with  due  deference  to  the  opinion  of  his  honourable  friend, 
he,  Mr.  Selby,  thought  that  the  repair  of  tanks  and  watercourses  had  no  connection  with  the 
improvement  of  roads  any  more  than  any  other  public  works  of  a  local  nature,  such  as  the 
building  of  schools,  or  gaols,  lighting  of  streets,  &c.,  which  works,  though  of  a  public  nature^ 
and  most  useful,  ought  not,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  to  be  incorporated  with  an  Ordinance  such 
as  that  which  had  been  passed  last  sessions  for  the  formation  of  roads. 

Mr.  Selby  ended  by  seconding  the  motion  and  the  Ordinance  was  read  a  first  time. 


Bbport  of  Debate  referred  to  at  Page  270. 

Legislative  Council,  November  6,  1848. 

Having  in  our  last  given  the  order  of  the  day,  the  various  amendments  of  which  notice  had 
been  given,  and  the  Governor's  *'  Repeal'*  speech,  we  now  proceed  to  give  a  full  and  detailed 
report  of  the  other  proceedings  of  this  day. 

Our  readers  will  recollect  that  Mr.  Fairholme  proposed,  and  Mr.  Smith  seconded,  an  amend- 
ment calculated  to  bring  the  Road  Ordinance  into  immediate  operation. 
.  The  Government  Agent  for  the  Western  Province  (Mr.  Wodehouse)  rose,  not  with  the  inten- 
tion of  offering  any  direct  opposition  to  the  motion,  as  he  fully  entered  into  the  anxiety  naturally 
felt  by  the  honourable  gentleman  to  see  the  Ordinance  brought  into  early  and  general  operation. 
He  wished  rather  to  set  clearly  before  the  Council  the  position  in  which  they  and  the  country 
were  placed,  and  the  facts  which  thay  ought  to  keep  in  view  in  deciding  upon  the  amendment. 
They  could  not  but  remember  that  when  the  Road  Ordinance  was  passed  in  April  last,  nearly 
eight  months  were  allowed  for  the  completion  of  the  preliminary  arrangements,  which  it 
was  hoped  would  have  been  effected  in  all  parts  of  the  island  before  any  call  was  made 
upon  the  people  for  a  contribution  of  labour  or  money.  Six  months,  however,  had  elapsed,  and 
almost  nothing  had  been  done.  Some  of  the  Provincial  Committees  had  been  appointed 
within  the  hist  few  days,  anil  the  principal  roads  had  "been  proclaimed  ;  but  that  was  all. 
Almost  the  whole  of  the  arrangements  had  yet  to  be  made,  and  it  was  clear  that  they  could  not 
by  any  ])ossibility  be  completed  before  January  next.  If,  therefore,  the  amendment  proposed 
were  adopted,  the  Council  must  see  that  operations  could  only  be  commenced  at  various  inter- 
vals in  the  different  districts,  as  the  preliminary  ariangemehts  were  completed.  He  should 
not  be  prepared  to  accede  to  such  a  course,  except  upon  the  positive  assurance  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  were  prepared  to  proceed  at  once,  and  with  the  determination  to  carry  out  all  the 
preliminary  arrangements  in  sucq  time  as  to  admit  of  the  Ordinance  being  worked  everywhere 
before  the  end  of  the  year  1849.  He  did  not  niean  that  all  the  labour  of  all  the  districts  i^'as 
to  be  called  out  in  that  year,  very  far  from  it,  but  that  matters  should  be  brought  into  such  a 
condition  that  the  necessary  labour  could  be  called  out  everywhere ;  that,  in  short,  no  premium 
should  be  held  out  to  those  who  resisted  or  obstructed  the  operation  of  a  law  deliberately  passeil 
by  the  legislature  of  the  colony. 

But  while  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  utmost  firmness  should  be  exhibited  in  adhering  to  and 
enforcing  the  principle  of  the  measure,  he  could  not  too  strongly  advocate  moderation  and 
conciliation  in  carrying  out  the  details.  He  was  one  who  looked  to  a  very  gradual  realization 
of  the  whole  scheme  contemplated  by  it,  and  considered  the  good-will  of  the  people  essential  to 
its  permanent  success.  Nothing  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  more  prejudicial  than  an  attempt, 
in  the  course  of  the  first  year,  to  call  out  a  large  amount  of  labour ;  and  he  trusted  that  the 
Government  would  be  content  with  a  small  amount  for  the  principal  roads  during  that  time. 
It  was  also  essential  that  the  provincial  committees  should  be  enabled,  in  presenting  themselves 
to  the  people  of  the  country,  to  state  to  them  what  return  the  Government  was  prepared  to 
make  for,  and  what  aid  they  would  give  to,  the  labour  to  be  supplied  by  them.    That  labour 
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would  clearly  be  useless  without  assistance  in  money  for  the  payment  of  superintendents,  for  the         CEYXOK, 
purchase  of  tools,  and  other  like  purposes^  and  ne  therefore  thought  that  the  Government  ""^ 

should  state  to  the  provincial  committees  what  sum  they  would  be  prepared  to  give  out  of  the 
general  revenue  for  minor  works,  in  some  proportion  to  the  labour  to  be  expended,  in  order 
that  the  committees  might  be  enabled  to  apportion  it  in  the  manner  most  conducive  to  the 
welfare  of  the  people. 

He  wished  also  to  take  this  occasion  to  state  briefly  his  views  upon  the  question  of  minor 
roads.  He  had  heard  it  stated  in  some  quarters  that,  before  bringing  this  Ordinance  into 
operation,  we  ought  to  have  been  prepared  with  scientific  traces  of  roads  in  all  directions.  This 
was,  he  would  submit,  a  total  misapprehension  of  tbe  object  of  the  provision  respecting  *'  minor 
roads.'*  This  was  looking  at  the  question  too  much  in  an  European  point  of  view.  He  feared 
we  had  been  of  late  years  too  much  disposed  to  legislation  of  that  kind,  and  he  was  glad  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  stating  distinctly  that  he  looked  upon  this  provision  as  one  intended 
almost  entirely  for  native  objects,  and  for  the  benefit  of  native  interests.  It  was  not  the  busi- 
ness  of  the  committees  to  press  prematurely  upon  the  people  the  making  of  large  roads,  for 
which  they  had  no  inclination  in  many  cases.  It  was  their  duty  to  awaken  them  and  to  keep 
them  alive  to  the  benefits  which  they  must  derive  from  improved  means  of  communication, 
and  so  to  lead  them  to  come  forward  and  ask  for  their  extension  and  improvement.  It  might 
be  said,  that  to  throw  away  labour  upon  a  native  path  not  properly  traced  was  mere  waste ;  he 
could  not  admit  it.  It  was  in  such  case  simply  a  question  whether  a  few  men  should  work  for 
six  days  or  remain  idle;  and  he  conceived  that  if  the  application  of  such  labour  promoted  the 
convenience  and  comfort  of  the  population  for  one  year  it  would  be  well  bestowed.  With  these 
remarks  he  would  leave  the  amendment  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  and  the  Council. 

Lord  Torrington  then  delivered  the  address  which  appeared  in  our  last,  announcing  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Dog,  Shop,  and  Gun  Taxes. 

Mr.  Fairholme's  amendments  were  then  agreed  to  without  a  division,  clause  2,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Wodehouse,  lying  over  for  consideration. 

Clauses  3, 4,  5  then  passed,  with  some  alterations  by  Messrs.  Selby  and  Wodehouse. 

On  the  6th  Clause  being  read,  the  Government  Agent  for  the  Western  Province  begged  to 
move  its  omission,  and  the  substitution  of  one  which  he  would  read.  He  had  discovered  that 
the  Bill  contained  no  provision  for  calling  out  the  labour  at  the  time  of  the  actual  commence- 
ment of  the  work.  It  had  been  provided  for  by  one  of  the  clauses  of  the  original  Bill,  now 
proposed  to  be  repealed,  and  had  been  lost  sight  of.     He  then  read  the  following  clause:— 

The  Government  Agent  for  the  Western  Province  proposes  to  move  in  the  Committee  on  the 
Bill,  **  to  alter  in  certain  respects  the  Ordinance  No.  8,  of  the  year  1848,  and  to  extend  its 
operation  to  the  maintenance  of  public  tanks  and  other  means  of  irrigation,"  the  substitution 
of  the  following  new  clause  for  the  6th  clause. 

And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  at  or  before  the  time  fixed  for  the  commencement  of  any 
work,  and  at  any  time  during  the  progress  thereof,  the  division  oflScer  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised  to  require  the  persons  who  have  elected  to  perform  labour  thereon,  to  attend  and 

Erform  the  same  at  such  time  and  place  and  in  such  rotation  as  may  be  directed  by  the 
istrict  CV)mmittee.  And  if  any  person  who  shall  have  elected  to  commute  the  performance 
of  labour,  shall  fail  to  pay  such  commutation  as  hereinbefore  provided,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  division  officer,  at  any  time  aller  the  commencement  and  during  the  progress  of  the  work  in 
respect  of  which  such  payment  shall  be  due,  to  require  such  person  lo  perform  the  labour 
which  he  had  elected  to  commute.  And  if  any  person  who  shall  under  the  provisions  of  this 
clause  have  been  required  by  the  division  officer  to  perform  labour,  shall  without  good  and 
sufficient  reason  fail  or  refuse  to  attend  and  perform  the  same  at  the  proper  time  and  place, 
the  division  officer  shall  forthwith  report  such  failure  or  refusal  to  the  District  Committee,  who 
shall  make  such  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  and  take  or  cause 
to  ]be  taken  such  proceedings  in  the  matter  as  shall  appear  to  them  advisable.  And  any  such 
person  shall  be  guilty  of  an  oflFence,  and  be  liable  on  conviction  thereof  to  any  punishment 
which  Police  Courts  are  by  law  empowered  to  award,  and  as  shall  be  imposed  by  the  Court 
before  which  such  offender  shall  be  tried.  Provided  always  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
.  person  to  perform  labour  when  required  by  substitute. 

Mr.  Selby  in  seconding  the  motion  thought  it  advisable  to  make  one  or  two  observations  with 
a  view  of  preventing  the  Council  proceeding  without  due  consideration  to  the  adoption  of  a 
measure  of  the  effect  of  which  they  might  not  be  altogether  fully  aware.  The  clause  as  it  now 
stands,  provides,  that  any  person  who  agrees  to  commute  the  labour  due  from  him,  and  does 
not  pay  the  comnmtation,  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  5/.  There  the  Ordinance,  as 
originally  framed,  stopped.  It  gave  no  power  to  the  division  officer  to  call  on  the  party  who. 
Laving  agreed  to  commute,  failed  so  to  do,  to  come  and  perform  the  labour  due  by  him ;  and 
the  proposed  punishment  for  the  non-fulfilment  of  his  engagement  is  not  one  likely  to  prove  of 
any  efficacy.  Every  person  who  has  had  any  experience  in  this  country  in  such  matters,  knows 
full  well  how  hopeless  it  is  to  expect  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  such  an  Ordinance  as  this,  by 
amply  declaring  that  the  non-performance  of  the  duty  imposed  by  the  law  shall  subject  the 
ofllbnder  lo  a  fine.  (A  lau£;h.)  Many  causes  operate  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  the  imposition 
of  a  fine  a  merely  nominal  punishment ;  and  there  are  hundreds  and  thousands  who  will  boldly 
set  the  law  at  defiance,  when  they  know  that  its  infraction  only  subjects  them  to  the  chance  of  a 
fine.  Many  have  nothing  to  lose;  others  know  that  let  the  worst  come  to  the  worst,  they 
can  pay  in  the  end;  the  evil  exaniple  becomes  contagious;  and  so  it  happens  that  the  law  is 
disregarded,  and  it  is  obviously  impossible  that  prosecutions  can  be  carried  on  against  the 
whole,  or  indeed  any  large  portion  of  the  population.  To  meet  these  difficulties  it  was  now 
{voposed  to  give  the  Police  Courts  power  to  inflict  any  punishment  which  fell  within  their  juris- 

2  O 


Digitized  by 


Google 


276  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

CSSWS.  diction^  upon  those  who  would  neither  work  nor  pay.    The  mere  knowledge  that  the  Courts 

"■^  possessed  this  power  would  generally  be  sufficient  to  deter  others  from  following  the  example 

of  any  who  might  be  disposed  to  run  the  risk  of  setting  their  authority  at  defiance.  He  (the 
Queen's  Adrocate)  was  persuaded  that  nothing  short  of  a  power  to  inflict  real  puniriimest 
would  be  sufficient.  At  the  same  time,  as  the  consequences  of  the  proposed  alteration  might 
affect  persons  seriously,  provision  had  been  made  with  a  view  to  the  protection  of  those  who 
were  only  ignorant  of  the  law,  or  accidentally  prevented  from  doing  that  which  it  required  from 
them^  such  as  he  (the  Queen's  Advocate)  hoped  would  prove  an  ample  guarantee  against  an 
abusive  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred.  The  section  therefore  provided,  that  when  a  case  of 
the  nature  alluded  to  occurred,  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  division  officer,  not  to  commence  a 
prosecution  against  the  offender,  but  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  District  Committee, 
who  ader  investigation  were  authorised  to  take  such  steps  as  the  necessity  of  the  case  required ; 
so  that  punishment  might  only  fall  upon  those  who  were  in  truth  obstinate  and  perverse  in  their 
opposition  to  the  requirements  of  the  law.  There  could  thus  hardly  be  any  abuse  of  the 
powers  given  by  the  Ordinance,  for  no  case  could  properly  be  brought  forward  by  the  divisioo 
officer  unless  the  circumstances  had  first  been  investigated  by  the  District  Conmiittee. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  that  as  the  new  clause  was  of  an  important  nature,  and  as  it  might  require 
the  consideration  of  members,  it  should  be  printed  and  brought  forward  at  next  meeting. 
Consented  to. 

8th  Clause. — Mr.  Selby  thought  the  recital  to  this  clause  would  read  better  if  the  sentences 
were  transposed.  It  seemed  to  him  more  correct  first  to  recite  that  under  the  £M'mer  Ordinance 
the  unappropriated  labour  might  be  applied  to  the  formation  and  repair  of  minor  roadfi,  and 
then  to  go  on  to  state  that  the  tanks  had  fallen  into  decay,  and  to  aver  the  expedieney,  in  certain 
cases,  of  applying  such  unappropriated  labour  in  a  different  manner  from  that  originally  con- 
templated, namely,  to  the  repair  of  tanks  and  water^courses.  He  beffged  to  say,  that  this  altera- 
tion in  no  way  affected  the  principle  of  the  clause.  It  was  a  purely  technical  alteration ;  but 
called  for  nevertheless,  inasmuch  as  the  recital  in  its  present  shape  did  not  aver  the  necessity  or 
expediency  of  that  alteration  in  the  existing  law,  which  the  enacting  part  of  the  clause  con- 
templated. 

Mr.  Wodeh(mse  regretted  that  he  could  see  nothing  tn  the  alterations  which  had  just  been 
introduced  into  the  clause,  which  could  induce  him  to  withdraw  the  motion,  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  for  its  entire  removal  from  the  Bill.  He  objected  to  it  both  in  point  of  principle 
and  in  point  of  policy,  and  he  would  beg  the  permission  of  the  Council  to  ofier  a  few  remarics 
upon  the  principles  upon  which  the  Road  Ordinance  passed  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  had 
been  framed  and  enacted. 

When  the  Government,  shortly  after  His  Excellency's  arrival  in  the  colony,  acting  upon 
instructions  from  the  Home  Government,  came  to  the  determination  of  relieving  the  colony 
from  the  very  oppressive  export  duty  upon  cinnamon,  and  other  burthens,  the  conviction  imme- 
diately presented  itself,  that  they  must  seek  in  other  quartern  some  compensation  for  that  grestt 
sacrifice  of  revenue,  and  other  means  for  developing  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  they  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  an  assessment  for  the  extension  of  the  means  of  communication,  acconc^ 
panied  by  an  attempt  at  the  introduction,  in  a  limited  degree,  of  the  principle  of  self  government, 
might  be  attended  with  most  beneficial  results.  He  (Mr.  W.)  would  beg  their  indulgence  if  he 
made  some  remarks  on  this  question  of  self  government,  before  applying  himself  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  immediately  under  discussion.  The  attempt  at  self  government  was 
avowedly  an  experiment,  and  he  believed  it  had  been  made  in  the  most  guarded  manner.  There 
were  some  members  of  society  who  were  ardent  admirers  of  elective  institutions,  and  who  looked 
for  the  most  beneficial  results  from  an  immediate  and  extensive  application  of  popular  prin- 
ciples of  government.  He  was  not  prepared  to  go  to  that  length ;  but  he  would  say  to  those 
who  advocated  such  principles,  take  advantage  of  even  the  limited  opportunity  here  offered  you 
of  proving  the  real  value  of  your  opinions.  Aid  in  the  preparation  and  development  of  the 
^tem  now  introduced.  Further  the  Ordinance  to  the  utmost  of  your  abilities,  and  thus  prove 
that  you  are  indeed  worthy  of  more  extensive  powers.  There  were  others,  on  the  contrary, 
who — over-rating  the  analogy  between  this  colony  and  the  continent  of  India ;  forgetting  that 
we  had  a  large  European  population;  foisting  that  we  already  had  Councils,  the  almost  cer- 
tain forerunners  of  Representative  Assemblies ;  forgetting  that  Lord  Grey,  in  the  Despatch  lately 
laid  before  the  Council,  had  alluded  to  the  possibility  of  the  eventual  establishment  of  sudi 
Assemblies — ^were  disposed  to  view  with  alarm  any  attempt  at  self  government.  To  such 
persons  he  would  say,  study  the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance  attentively,  satisfy  yourselves  that 
every  precaution  has  been  taken  to  prevent  mischief  from  neglect  or  abuse  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred upon  the  bodies  created  by  it,  and  that  the  Bill  has  been  so  framed  as  to  enable  the 
Executive  to  resume  the  whole  administration  of  it,  if,  unfortunately,  the  Committees  should 
prove  unfit  or  unworthy,  without  sacrificing  any  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  measure. 

The  most  obvious  and  equitable  mode  of  assessment  which  had  presented  itself  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Government,  was  one  upon  property.  But  a  very  little  reflection  and  inquiry 
had  been  sufficient  to  convince  them,  that  to  attempt  such  an  assessment  in  tlie  present  state  of 
the  law,  or  rather  of  the  tenure  of  property  in  the  island,  was  hopeless,  from  the  simple  fact, 
that  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  there  would  have  been  the  greatest  difficulty  in  establishing  the  owner- 
ship of  the  property  for  the  purpose  of  assessment.  The  Government  had  before  them,  there- 
fore, the  alternative  of  abandoning  the  measure  altogether,  or  having  recourse  to  a  different  rate, 
and  they  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  liability  to  labour  upon  the  roads  should  be  imposed 
upon  all  the  male  residents  of  a  certain  age  in  the  colony.  They  felt  that  the  same  value  did 
not  attach  to  the  value  of  a  poor  man's  labour  here  as  in  European  countries,  but  that  with  a 
great  proportion  of  those  to  be  affected  by  the  measure,  the  choice  would  be  simply  between 
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positive  idleness  and  a  very  trifling  contribution  for  the  general  good.  They  felt,  moreover,  that  vtniOK. 

this  measure  was  for  the  good  of  ^I ;  that  the  ovmers  of  property  might  be  indirectly  benefited 
possibly  in  a  greater  degree,  but  that  there  could  be  no  individual  in  the  island  who  would  not 
derive  some  advantage  from  it.  It  could  not,  however,  be  denied  that  this  mode  of  assessment 
had  most  assisted  those  hostile  to  the  measure,  in  bringing  it  into  disrepute  and  thwarting  its 
operation  ;  that  they  bad  bv  it  been  enabled  to  brand  it  as  a  poll-tax  and  a  body-tax.  Such 
attacks  the  Government  could  well  be  prepared  to  encounter,  while  they  felt  conscious  of  the 
rectitude  of  their  intentions,  and  their  nrm  adherence  to  the  principles  upon  which  they  had 
proceeded.  But  be  regarded  the  introduction  of  this  clause  as  a  direct  violation  of  the  only  prin- 
cvpie  upon  which  the  rating  of  the  whole  population  could  be  defended,  viz.,  that  the  labour 
was  to  be  bestowed  upon  works  of  an  exclusivdiy  public  nature.  The  assessment  upon  property 
had  been  abandoned  because  its  owners  generally  could  not  be  ascertained,  and  becau  seprivate 
interests  were  not  intended  to  be  promoted ;  but  in  the  case  of  the  tanks  and  water-courses  there 
could  be  no  question  whose  private  interests  would  be  promoted,  nor  which  was  the  property 
justly  liable  to  be  assessed  for  their  maintenance  and  improvement.  Indeed,  if  there  had  been 
any  doubt  upon  the  subject,  the  clause  itself  had  removed  it,  for  he  would  beg  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  the  39th  line,  which  declared  that  no  labour  ^ould  be  expended  unless  the  tank 
or  water*course  were  the  common  property  of  all  persons  possessed  of  rice  land  in  its  neighbour- 
hood. He  begged  to  be  understood  as  by  no  means  objecting  to  legislation  on  this  subject ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  wa»  fully  alive  to  the  extreme  want  of  it,  and  was  sensible  that  it  would  be 
gratefully  received  by  the  people ;  but  he  must  protest  against  its  introduction  into  this  Ordi' 
nance,  inasmuch  as  it  permitted  of  the  application  of  the  labour  for  private  interests. 

But  if  this  clause  were  objectionable  in  point  of  principle,  it  was  equally  so  in  policy.  The 
Council  could  not  disguise  from  themselves  that  since  the  Boad  Ordinance  had  been  passed 
pectiliar  events  had  occurred,  and  serious  difficulties  might  be  apprehended  at  the  outset.  He 
was  most  sensible  that  they  would  be  in  a  very  great  degree  removed  by  the  declaration  which 
had  just  been  made  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Oovernor  as  to  the  line  which  the  Govern- 
ment was  now  prepared  to  take  upon  this  and  other  measures.  But  he  must  nevertheless  assert 
that  it  was  most  impolitic,  before  the  Ordinance  had  come  into  operation,  to  introduce  this 
additional  taxaticm,  for  such  it  undoubtedly  was.  He  could  not  but  think  that  it  had  been 
proposed  in  some  degree  under  a  misconception  of  the  scope  of  the  Road  Ordinance.  He  would 
entreat  the  Council  to  consider  that  thfit  Ordinance  nowhere  enacted,  that  a  man  must  work  or 
pay  his  commutation  ev^y  year,  but  simply  that  he  should  be  liable  to  do  so  if  required.  It 
had  been  said,  that  in  DEiany  districts  the  people  would  not  like  to  work  upon  the  roads,  unless 
they  were  allowed  to  work  upon  the  tanks  also,  and  he  could  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  if 
they  had  so  expressed  themselves,  they  had  not  been  made  properly  to  understand  the  Ordi- 
nance and  their  liabilities.  He  had  heard  it  said,  some  weeks  ago,  that  the  people  of  the 
Eastern  Province  did  not  like  the  measure,  and  he  had  replied  that  it  was  idle  to  talk  of  the 
objections  of  the  £astem  Province,  that  they  might  be  said  to  have  no  roads,  and  that  if  they 
did  not  like  to  improve  their  means  of  communication,  it  was  in  their  power  to  leave  them  in 
their  present  condition.  But  this  clause  brought  about  a  most  important,  and,  in  his  opinion,  most 
improper  change  in  their  position.  It  at  once  afforded  the  means  of  calling  out  the  whole 
population  for  the  advantage  of  private  interests,  and  that  in  a  district  in  which  there  would  be 
the  greatest  opportunities  for  abuse  of  every  kind. 

But  he  would  further  urge  upon  the  Council  that  the  subject  matter  of  the  clause  was  in 
itself  far  too  important  to  be  submitted  to  such  crude  legislation.  It  had  been  defended  as 
necessary  to  popularize  the  Road  Ordinance.  He  denied  that  it  would  have  that  eSect;  but, 
admitting  such  to  be  the  case,  it  was  no  proper  justification.  By  its  own  merits  the  Road 
Ordinance  must  stand  or  fall.  They  might  be  led  to  suppose  that  the  proposal  was  altogether 
a  new  one,  suggested  for  such  a  purpose,  but  he  was  in  a  position  to  remove  any  such  error 
from  their  minds.  He  held  in  his  hand  two  papers  of  suggestions  made  from  different 
quarters,  even  before  the  Road  Ordinance  had  been  published  in  the  Gazette,  containing  a 
similar  proposal ;  and  he  could  say  that  it  had  been  repeatedly  under  consideration,  and  had 
been  finally  and  deliberately  rejected.  And  why  ?  because  it  had  no  proper  connexion  with 
the  measure,  because  it  involved  other  rights,  other  liabilities,  and  other  interests,  and  because 
other  powers  were  required  for  dealing  with  those  interests,  rights  and  liabilities.  And  now, 
how  was  it  to  be  introduced  ?  What  reservation  was  there  of  existing  rights? — None.  What 
power  to  ascertain  those  rights  ? — None.  What  provision  was  made  for  dealing  with  the  new 
interests  which  would  be  affected  ? — None.  What  power  to  enforce  even  existing  customs? — 
None.  The  Committees  were  simply  told  that  they  were  to  exercise  the  powers  previously 
conferred  upon  them  for  the  management  of  the  roads ;  not  a  word  had  been  said  to  explain 
how  they  were  to  be  efficiently  applied,,  nor  even  to  show  that  the  slightest  attempt  had  been 
made  to  ascertain  whether  they  really  were  applicable. 

He  would  maintainth  at  it  was  not  by  such  an  addition  that  the  Road  Ordinance  was  to  be 
popularized.  Par  from  it.  To  attain  that  end  he  hoped  it  required  only  to  be  known  and 
understood.  The  declaration  they  had  just  heard  from  his  Excellency  could  not  fail  to  have  a 
most  beneficial  eflfect.  The  people  could  not  but  be  sensible  of  the  motives  which  had  dictated 
it,  and  with  its  aid  he  looked  with  hope  and  confidence  to  the  successful  introduction  of  this 
important  measure. 

Upon  the  grounds  stated,  he  begged  to  move  the  omission  of  the  clause. 

Sir  Emerson  Tennent  here  rose  and  said  : — After  listening  to  the  speech  of  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Western  Province,  he  was  glad  to  find  it  a  satisfactory  confirmation  of  the  fact, 
that  on  the  great  question  itself,  the  duty  and  obligation  incumbent  on  the  Government  to 
institute  measures  for  the  restoration  and  maintenance  of  those  tanks  and  works  on  which  the 
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CEYLON.         food  and  the  very  subsistence  of  the  people  depend,  no  real  difference  of  opinion  has  yet  been 
'     "  expressed,  either  within  the  colony  or  oeyond  it ;  nor  can  a  doubt  be  entertained  as  to  the 

Eolitical  and  social  benefits  which  must  follow  from  such  a  measure.     The  only  question  which 
as  been  raised,  and  that  which  the  Oouncii  have  now  to  decide  is,  whether  advantage  should 
be  taken  of  this  Ordinance  and  this  opportunity  to  make  a  commencement  at  once,  or  whether 
a  measure  so  salutary  and  important  should  be  deferred  till  a  separate  Ordinance,  more  per-  . 
feet  machinery,  and  distinct  provisions,  can  be  matured  for  that  especkd  purpose. 

On  the  latter  point,  with  every  deference  and  respect  for  the  views  of  those  who  diflfered  from 
him,  he  (Sir  J.  E.  Tennent)  entertained  a  strong,  and  notwithstanding  all  that  had  been 
urged  on  the  opposite  side,  an  unshaken  opinion.  He  considered  that  so  beneficial  a  measure 
was  not  to  be  postponed  on  consideration  of  ordinary  difficulties,  nor  on  mere  technical  grounds. 
His  estimate  of  its  probable  efi*ects,  even  if  attempted  on  a  limited  scale^  was  not  confined  to 
the  one  or  two  points  with  exclusive  reference  to  which  it  had  hitherto  been  discussed,  namely, 
as  affording  an  increased  supply  of  food  for  the  population,  and  an  increased  amount  of  revenue 
to  the  colony.  He  could  see  in  it  effects  mucn  more  profound,  and  influences  likely  to  be 
exercised  on  the  condition  of  the  people  much  more  important  and  lasting  than  the  mere 
addition  to  their  material  wealth,  or  an  increase  of  their  ability  to  contribute  to  the  income  of 
the  colony.  He  believed  that  it  would  give  an  universal  and  irresistible  stimulus  to  the 
improvement  of  private  property,  throughout  the  whole  of  the  island,  if  the  public  works  for 
irrigation  were  so  restored  as  to  extend  and  improve  the  cultivation  of  other  tracts  in  thdr 
vicinity.  Private  proprietors  would  not  be  left  behind  in  such  a  race  of  improvement,  but 
would  be  stimulated  in  Ceylon,  as  they  had  been  elsewhere,  to  emulate  the  energy  of  the 
government,  and  to  augment  their  own  income,  by  the  restoration  and  extension  of  their  means 
of  irrigation  and  culture-  And  above  all,  an  impetus  will  thus  be  communicated  to  the 
extension  of  agriculture,  which  will  gradually  tend  to  the  eradication  of  that  tendency  to  sloth 
and  idleness  which  is  now  the  bane  and  the  curse  of  Ceylon.  Could  this  be  once  supermded 
by  a  spirit  of  industry  and  active  exertion,  with  it  would  disappear  those  vices  of  which  idleness 
is  the  origin,  and  which  now  disfigure  and  deform  the  social  character  of  the  native  Cingalese. 
These  were  not  mere  speculative  theories  of  his  own,  they  were  the  practical  and  ascertained 
results  of  the  same  grand  experiment  elsewhere ;  and  in  confirmation  of  these  views,  he  would 
recall  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  au  important  document  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table 
at  the  commencement  of  last  session,  and  which  was  in  reality  the  origin  of  the  present  Road 
Ordinance.  He  meant  the  despatch  from  Earl  Grey,  of  the  18th  June  last,  m  which  his 
Lordship  impressed  upon  the  Governor  and  Council  the  importance  of  this  subject;  and,  in 
illustration  of  what  might  be  achieved  by  the  repair  of  the  tanks  in  Ceylon,  he  sent,  for  our 

fuidance  and  encouragement,  a  partial  report  of  what  had  been  already  effected  by  the  East 
ndia  Government  for  the  encouragement  of  works  of  irrigation  in  the  north-western  provinces, 
and  the  remarkable  effects  which,  even  after  a  short  and  incomplete  experiment,  have  been 
already  produced,  not  only  on  the  material  prosperity,  but  on  the  moral  and  social  condition  of 
the  people. 

One  of  the  enclosures  of  the  despatch  alluded  to  was  a  report  from  the  superintendent  of 
Mhairwarra  to  the  Government  Agent  of  Kajpootana,  explanatory  of  the  various  works  for 
irrigation  furnished  by  the  Government  in  Mhairwarra  and  Ajmeer,  with  a  detail  of  their 
effects  on  the  morals  and  condition  of  the  people,  as  well  as  on  the  riches  of  the  district  and  the 
productiveness  of  the  revenue.     In  that  report  the  Agent  says : — 

"  I  have  so  frequently  had  the  honour,  during  my  superintendence  of  the  Mhairwarra  dis- 
trict, to  state  in  my  annual  reports  the  measures  which  have  been  taken  to  improve  the  morals 
and  means  of  the  people,  and  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  tract,  that  I  am  not  aware  that 
any  new  features  call  for  a  lengthened  detail.  Our  measures  for  the  improvement  of  the 
country  have  been  steady,  fixed,  and  systematic.  The  main  object  of  solicitude  on  my  coming 
into  office,  was  to  win  the  people  from  their  pristine  predatory  habits,  to  assist  them,  through 
the  force  of  persuasion  and  with  pecuniary  loans,  to  take  to  habits  of  industry ;  and,  in  a  word, 
to  tnake  agricultural  labour,  and  the  tillage  of  their  own  lands,  a  matter  of  ambition,  alike 
palatable  and  remunerative.  The  chief  consideration  was  to  furnish  them  with  the  means  of 
obtaining  their  livelihood  in  an  honest  manner,  to  give  them  constant  employment  in  the  culti- 
vation of  the  khureef  and  rubbee  crops,  so  as  to  obviate  idleness,  and  prevent  the  possibility  of 
their  proceeding  to  a  distance  to  gain  their  food  illegitimately ;  and  to  punish  all  ofienders 
against  the  law,  not  throu£[h  a  course  of  gaol  discipline,  but  by  making  them  perform  a  certain 
work — ^the  sinking  of  a  well,  foundation  stone  of  a  dyke,  or  small  zumeendaree  embankmente, 
according  to  the  nature  of  their  land;  thereby  improving  their  own  fields,  as  a  punishment  for 
their  offence,  and  removing,  through  the  force  of  industry,  the  want  which  had  led  them  to 
appropriate  other  people's  property  to  their  own  peculiar  use.  In  cases-  of  this  nature,  where 
poverty  was  palpably  the  root  of  the  evil,  pecuniary  aid  was  accorded.  In  this  manner  all  the 
idlers  in  the  villages  were  provided  with  means  of  working  out  their  own  subsistence,  by  receiv- 
ing advances  for  the  purchase  of  cattle  for  ploughs.  Had  Mahairwarra  been  a  plain,  intersected 
by  rivers  or  uuddees,  flowing  with  water  throughout  the  year,  and  the  seasons  had  been  as 
congenial  and  steady  as  those  in  the  provinces,  the  aid  thus  afforded,  with  just  and  moderate 
assessments,  and  a  ready  hearing  to  all  matters  urged  by  the  zumeendars,  would  have  been 
sufficient.  Our  position  is  the  reverse  of  the  above.  The  tract  constitutes  the  range  of  hills 
and  elevated  ground  which  divides  the  waters  between  the  Bengal  and  Bombay  presidencies. 
From  our  elevation,  we  are  only  benefited  by  the  rain  which  immediately  falls  in  the  district; 
and,  in  regard  to  seasons,  owing  to  the  proximity  of  the  desert,  the  distance  alike  from  the  sea 
and  the  Himalaya  mountains,  the  fall  of  rain  is  generally  so  slight  that  a  good  rainy  season  is 
rather  an  exception  than  otherwise. 
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"  Under  these  circumstances,  it  became  necessary  to  call  in  the  aid  of  artificial  works  to  CEYLON, 

retain  the  rain  water  for  agricultural  purposes,  so  as  to  obviate,  as  far  as  was  practicable,  the 
inconvenience  arising  from  drought.  In  this  view  the  principal  nullahs  and  water-courses  have 
been  dammed  up  by  embankments.  In  carrying  through  the  measures  tor  the  improvement  of 
the  district,  my  labours  have  been  much  facilitated  l^  the  liberality  of  Government  in  meeting 
all  requisitions  of  pecuniary  outlays,  in  the  construction  of  public  works.  The  wild  tribes, 
convinced  of  the  liberal  intentions  of  the  Government,  and  that  the  amelioration  of  their  con*- 
dition  was  the  chief  object  of  solicitude,  took  kindly  to  work,  and  have  now,  perhaps,  become 
more  diligent  and  industrious  than  any  state  around.  Mhairwarra,  which  a  few  years  ago  was 
dreaded  by  neighbouring  states,  on  account  of  its  predatory  excursions,  has  now  become  tame, 
docile,  and  industrious.  It  has  become,  firom  its  tranquillity  and  industry,  a  pattern  to  our 
neighbours  in  Rajwara." 

These  were  the  effect  of  increased  opportunities  for  industry  upon  the  character  of  the  mass 
of  the  people,  but  mark  further  the  effect  produced  by  the  same  measures,  in  communicating  a 
stimulus  to  the  improvement  of  private  estates,  and  of  property  generally. 

"  Already,"  says  Major  Dixon,  *'  have  the  chiefs  of  Marwar,  Aleywar,  and  Heymere,  border- 
ing on  this  district,  profited  by  the  example  shown  to  them  ;  all  nave  more  or  less  come  to 
consider  the  improvement  of  their  estates  as  a  matter  of  the  first  importance.  Two  instances 
deserve  particular  notice :  the  Thakoor  of  Musoda  in  Ajmeer  assured  me  two  days  since  that 
he  had  completed  52  tanks  on  his  estate  during  the  last  six  years,  whilst  the  Thakoor  of 
Khirva  in  the  same  district  has  completed  nearfy  40.  The  result  demonstrates  forcibly  the 
utility  of  Government  taking  the  lead  in  matters  affecting  the  general  improvement  of  the 
country."  The  Agent  then  proceeds  to  say,  that  the  condition  and  general  morals  of  the  people 
having  undergone  so  marked  an  improvement,  it  will  be  instructive  to  see  at  what  outlay  on  the 
part  ci  the  Government  so  much  has  been  effected,  and  what  has  been  the  result  in  a  pecuniary 
point  of  view;  and  he  accordingly  attached  a  statement  exhibiting  the  sum  which  Government 
has  expended  on  the  embankment  of  tanks  during  six  years,  and  the  return  of  the  revenue  for 
the  same  period,  by  which  it  appears  that  by  an  expenditure  of  80,597  rupees,  an  increase  had 
been  effected  in  the  revenue  of  the  province  to  the  extent  of  282,816  rupees,  "  or  in  other  words, 
that  with  the  Government  large  works,  the  small  ones  constructed  by  the  zumeendars,  and 
the  general  impetus  thus  given  to  the  agriculture,  our  outlay  had  been  returned  to  the  extent  of 
350  per  cent.'* 

Satisfied,  then,  as  the  Council  universally  were,  of  the  reality  of  these  advantages  in  prospect, 
the  question  now  to  be  determined  on  was,  whether  we  should  commence  at  once  the  attempt  to 
secure  them  by  passing  the  present  Ordinance,  including  a  provision  for  this  purpose^  or  whether 
that  clause  should  not  be  expunged  from  the  Bill,  in  order  to  become  the  nucleus  of  separate 
legulation  at  some  indefinite  period  hereafter  7  Its  retention  had  been  objected  to  on  two 
grounds ;  the  Queen*s  Advocate  on  a  former  occasion  had  taken  exception  to  it  on  a  technical 
point,  that  from  want  of  analogy  and  identity  of  nature  between  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
intended,  and  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  rest  of  the  Ordinance,  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
royal  instructions  to  include  it.  The  objections  urged  by  the  Government  Agent  for  the  Western 
Province,  who  had  moved  its  omission,  were  of  a  more  important  class,  and  implied  appre- 
hensions of  embarrassment  to  the  working  of  the  whole  measure,  if  the  two  objects  were  com- 
bined in  it.  He  (Sir  J.  E.  Tennent)  would  address  himself  first  to  the  objection  of  the  Queen*s 
Advocate,  and  he  hoped  to  satisfy  that  gentleman  that  the  apprehensions  which  he  entertained 
were  neither  substantial  nor  sufficient  to  require  the  expunging  of  the  clause.  His  (Mr.  Selby's) 
opinion  was,  that  the  construction  of  the  village  roads,  and  the  repair  of  village  tanks,  are 
subjects  having  no  proper  relation  to  each  other ;  and  that  it  was  therefore  incompetent  to  the 
Council  to  include  them  in  the  same  Ordinance  consistently  with  the  35th  clause  of  the  Queen's 
instructions,  which  has  an  injunction  to  that  effect,  but  which,  in  the  spirit  and  practice  of  the 
Legidature  at  home,  modifies  it  by  an  addition  overlooked  by  the  Queen's  Advocate,  that 
natter  is  admissible  if  not  foreign  to  ''  its  professed  scope  and  object,**  that  is,  matter  not 
omitted  from  its  title* 

This  regidation,  which  is  borrowed  from  the  practice  and  orders  of  the  British  Parliament, 
is  a  most  important  and  useful  one ;  but  a  very  brief  explanation  will  show  that  it  in  no  degree 
applies  to  the  present  case.  It  was  originally  passed,  in  order  to  check  a  practice  which  had 
obtained  largely  in  the  Parliament  oflreland,  and  later  in  that  of  England  also,  by  which, 
especially  towards  the  dose  of  a  session,  it  had  been  permitted  to  thrust  into  one  Bill,  in  the 
last  stage  of  its  progress,  a  clause  for  some  totally  distinct  object  which  required  unexpectedly 
to  be  provided  for,  but  which  it  was  then  too  late  to  pass  through  all  its  stages  in  the  form  of 
a  separate  Bill.  This,  though  originally  perhaps  a  convenience  in  itself,  led  to  serious  incon- 
venience in  practice,  as  well  as  to  jobs  and  improprieties  of  all  kinds,  pensions  and  private 
provisions  for  individuals  were  slipped  into  Turnpike  Acts,  and  smuggled  through  in  Harbour 
Bills,  not  only  to  the  public  injury,  but  to  the  defeat  of  all  ordinary  scrutiny,  and  the  confusion 
of  all  practice  in  administering  the  law,  as  no  one  knew  where  to  look  for  such  enactments,  or 
how  to  protect  themselves  against  surprises  by  such  legislation.  To  put  an  end  to  this,  the 
British  Parliament  required  that  the  subject  matter  of  every  Bill  and  Act  should,  as  far  as 
possible,  be  consistent  in  itself. 

But  well  knowing  that  this  was  not  practicable  in  every  case,  and  that  in  certain  classes  of 
Bills,  the  provisions  must  necessarily  be  most  multi&rious,  and  the  objects  provided  for  most 
incongruous,  a  simple  and  effectual  provision  is  made  for  such  cases  by  merely  requiring  that 
the  title  of  the  Bill  shall  fully  and  honestly  describe  its  contents.  For  example,  the  Committee 
of  a  Police  Bill  or  a  Stamp  Ordinance,  or  of  an  Act  for  defining  the  functions  of  a  Municipality, 
as  regards  the  paving,  the  lighting,  the  watching  and  watering  of  towns,  are  all  of  them  objects 
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CBYLDN.  totally  disshnilar  and  distinct,  yet  being  conducive  to  one  and  the  same  end,  and  confided  to 
^~"  one  and  the  same  agency,  the  Legislature  affords  every  facility  for  such  legislation,  by  the 

simple  precaution  of  making  the  title  of  every  Bill  the  very  last  item  which  is  to  be  settled,  and 
insisting  on  its  being  a  perfect  index  to  the  objects  in  contemplation,  and  that  it  shall  be  altered 
in  conformity  with  any  new  provision  which  may  have  been  inserted  in  the  progress  of  the  Bill, 
and  not  fully  described  by  the  original  heading.  Now,  this  is  precisely  the  course  adopted 
here.  A  municipal  body  has  been  formed  by  the  Road  Ordinance  of  last  year  with  functions 
of  one  peculiar  class,  in  consistence  with  which  the  original  title  was  prepared.  New  and 
additional  functions,  not  identical  in  form,  but  identical  in  their  object,  are  now  proposed  to  be 
devolved  on  the  same  body ;  and  in  order  to  give  every  intimation  to  the  people,  and  to  oott* 
form  with  the  rule  of  British  legislation,  the  title  has  been  so  altered  as  to  include  the  additional 
proposed,  and  to  define  fairly  and  fully  the  scope  and  object  of  the  amended  law. 

He  (Sir  E.  Tennent)  was  not  going  into  any  exposition  to  show  to  the  Queen's  Advocate,  that 
there  was  no  more  inconsistence,  between  requiring  the  District  Committee  under  this  bill,  to 
repair  a  village  tank  at  the  same  time  that  they  have  power  to  repair  a  village  road,  than  there 
is  between  enabling  a  municipal  council  in  England  to  pave  a  county  town,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  supply  it  with  pipe-water,  or  light  it  with  gas — all  of  which  is  done  under  one  and  the 
same  Act  of  Parliament,  he  would  come  at  once  to  a  point  which  may  decide  the  question ; 
namely,  to  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State;  by  whom  the  Ordinance  must  be  finally 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  by  whom  it  would  of  course  be  rejected,  were  it  to  exhibit  such 
an  anomaly  as  that  apprehended  by  the  Queen's  Advocate,  or  such  a  confusion  in  its  provisions 
as  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  Queen's  instructions  on  that  point.  It  had  of  course  escaped 
the  notice  of  his  learned  friend,  that  the  Council  were  already  in  possession  of  Earl  Grey's 
opinion,  as  well  as  that  of  a  commission  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  .upon  the  very  point 
raised  by  him,  and  that  they  entirely  and,  as  if  by  anticipation,  removed  every  objection  which 
he  has  taken  to  the  insertion  of  this  clause. 

The  scheme  of  internal  policy  for  Ceylon  which  Earl  Grey  has  laid  down  in  those  papers, 
contemplates  a  land  tax  as  the  aim  and  object  of  all  our  financial  measures;  but  he  and  the 
commissioners  very  properly  remark  '*  the  productiveness  of  the  land  tax  will  depend  on  the 
extension  ofcultivation,  and  this  again  must  be  very  much  affected  by  the  eoUent  to  which  the 
country  can  be  opened  up  by  roads  and  other  means  of  communication  " — and  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  these  objects  they  direct  the  establishment  of  local  bodies  assimilated  as  far  as  may 
be  to  tlie  municipal  councils  of  Canada  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  be  entrusted  with  the 
management  of  local  concerns,  and  especially  with  the  care  and  maintenance,  ^'  not  of  roads 
merely,  but  of  public  works,  and  invested  with  a  power  of  local  assessment  for  purposes  of  this 
nature."  Out  of  these  instructions,  and  similar  suggestions  from  former  Secretanes  of  State, 
grew  the  present  Road  Ordinance  and  the  municipal  bodies  to  be  created  under  it;  and  Earl 
Grey's  orders  are,  in  this  despatch,  that  to  them  should  be  entrusted  the  forma^n  and  care  of 
the  roads,  **  limiting  their  functionaries  in  the  first  instance  to  the  construction  and  maintenance 
of  the  subordinate  lines  of  communication  and  leaving  the  great  trunk  roads  to  be  maintained  by 
the  Government."  This  is  to  be  the  first  duty  of  these  bodies ;  and  the  Secretary  of  State  says 
he  only  hesitates  to  say  what  proportion  of  the  public  revenue  should  be  contributed  to  assist  the 
local  committees  to  carry  them  on,  because  they  say  "  there  are  analogous  services  to  which  we 
shall  presently  refer,  not  less  in  importance  to  the  well  bein^  of  the  island,  and  which  will  claim 
a  share  of  the  surplus  revenue,"  and  in  the  next  paragraph  the  Commissioners  continue,  *'  the 
service  of  an  analogous  nature  to  which  we  have  referred  above,  as  not  less  important  (than 
roads)  to  the  well  being  of  the  colony,  is  the  repair  of  tanks  and  other  means  of  irrigation ;"  and 
they  then  proceed  to  recommend,  and  on  their  recommendation  Earl  Grey  has  issued  his  in- 
structions to  the  Government,  that  along  with  the  care  of  the  roads,  the  repair  of  the  tanks 
should  be  confided  to  the  new  municipal  bodies;  that  ^'  Government,  should  lend  its  assistance 
and  co-operation  with  the  natives  *  *  *  that  the  present  time  is  favourable  for  the  measure, 
and  that  it  would  be  impossible  in  any  scheme  for  the  development  of  the  resources  of  Ceybn 
to  leave  out  this  most  important  question." 

Earl  Grey  therefore  directs  that,  "  every  inducement  shall  be  held  out  to  the  natives  to  co- 

Xrate  with  the  Government  for  the  repair  of  the  tanks ;  and  that  the  mamtenance  of  the  tanks 
n  once  repaired,  shall  be  entrusted  to  local  authorities,  subject  to  the  inspection  and  control 
of  the  Central  Government."  The  Commissioners  then  proceed  to  point  out  the  other  func- 
tions which  should  devolve  on  the  local  committees,  and  as  **  intimately  connected  with  the 
improvement  of  roads  and  the  repair  of  tanks,"  and  they  recommend  especial  attention  to  the 
encouragement  of  immigration  and  the  location  of  settlers  from  the  coast  of  India. 

This  despatch  of  the  Secretary  of  State  must  have  escaped  the  notice  of  the  Queen's  Advocate 
when  his  objection  to  the  nature  of  the  clause  arose  in  his  mind,  but  he  (Sir  J.  E.  T.)  was 
satisfied  that  this  explicit  declaration  would  have  removed  every  apprehension  on  the 
grounds  he  had  suggested;  and  that  it  will,  at  the  same  time  satisfy  the  Council,  that  the  in* 
sertion  of  this  most  important  provision,  was  entirely  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  who  had  already  so  emphatically  declared  it  to  be  ^^  impossible  to 
leave  it  out  in  any  measure  for  developing  the  resources  of  Ceylon." 

With  this  very  decided  authority  for  its  introduction,  it  would  perhaps  be  unnecessary  to 
follow  in  detail  the  other  arguments  adduced  by  the  G^overnment  Agent  for  the  Western 
Province,  (Mr.  Wodehouse),  for  the  omission  of  this  clause.  He  (Sir  J.  E.  T.)  had  stated 
on  a  former  occasion,  in  moving  the  first  reading  of  the  Bill,  his  reasons  for  believing, that,  so  far 
from  embarrassing  the  working  of  the  Ordinance  in  these  particulars,  it  would  mainly  facilitate 
it;  by  showing  to  the  natives,  how  intimately  their  individual  advantages  were  blended  with  their 
public  interests  as  a  community;  and  by  convincing  them  by  experience  that  there  was  a  close 
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analogy,  and  an  intimate  relation  tet ween  what  they  have  hitherto  looked  on  only  as  a  Government  GBYLON. 

measure — the  opening  up  of  their  country  by  roads — and  that  which  alone  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  regard  as  a  private  interest,  namely  the  extension  of  cultivation  consequent  on 
the  restoration  of  the  tanks.  He  (Sir  J.  E.  T.)  was  not  insensible  to  the  many  difficulties 
some  of  which  had  been  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Wodehouse,  and  all  of  which  would  suggest  them- 
selves, when  the  measure  came  to  be  carried  into  execution  ;  but  they  were  none  of  them  of 
such  magnitude  as  to  be  insurmountable,  individually ;  or  of  such  weight  in  the  mass  as  to  call 
for  a  suspension  of  our  policy.  Fresh  provisions  could  be  made  as  difficulties  were  discovered 
to  obviate  or  remove  them,  for  it  would  be  vain  and  idle  to  suppose  that  this  Ordinance  in  any 
of  its  parts  was  as  yet  perfect,  or  that  so  great  an  experiment  could,  by  any  foresight,  be  so 
succesrfuUy  launched  by  one  single  efibit^  as  to  achieve  ita  object  without  reconstruction  in  some 
particular,  or  subsequent  amendments  to  secure  its  efficiency  and  success* 

It  was  a  measure  to  be  attempted,  not  with  hope  and  expectation  alone,  but  with  caution 
and  circumspection ;  and  when  questions  such  as  Mr.  Wodehouse  apprehended  arose,  when 
titles  were  questionable,  and  private  interests  in  doubt,  then  it  would  behove  the  District  Com- 
mittees and  local  authorities  to  abstain  from  interference,  and  Co  seek  the  advice  and  assist- 
ance of  the  Government,  as  suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  State ;  but  to  shun,  with  extremest 
caution,  the  chance  of  diefeating  or  embarrassing  the  clear  and  obvious  functions  of  the  law,  by 
attempting  any  works  of  questionable  utility  or  doubt&U  rights. 

If  attempted  with  these  precautions,  and  carried  out  in  this  spirit,  he  (Sir  J.  E.  Tennent) 
saw  no  grounds  for  apprehending  confusion  or  inconvenience  from  the  concurrent  acopmplish- 
ment  of  the  two  objects ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  could  see  in  this  single  clause,  the  germ  of  a 
great  measure,  which  would  hereafter  be  expanded  by  cautious  and  well-directed  treatment, 
and  which,  in  its  ultimate  and  fiill  development,  will  be  the  medium  of  diffusing  industry, 
and  all  its  plenteous  blessings,  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  island.  And  now 
that  the  intention  of  the  Government  had  been  promulgated  through  the  "  Gazette,'*  to  confer 
on  the  natives  this  boon,  so  long  and  so  earnestlv  desired,  he  would  entreat  the  Council  not  to 
dash  the  cup  from  their  lips,  but  to  make,  at  least,  a  commencement  in  a  line  of  policy  so 
calculated  to  confer  benefits  on  the  native  population,  and  to  reflect  honour  upon  those  on 
whom  Providence  had  devolved  the  task  and  responsibility  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Selby,  in  replying  to  Sir  J.  E.  Tennent,  said,  when  he  (the  Queen's  Advocate)  came 
down  to  the  Council  to-day,  he  had  no  intention  of  offering  any  observations  to  the  Council 
upon  the  question  which  he  threw  out  for  consideration,  with  reterence  to  this  clause  on  the 
first  reading  of  the  Bill.  At  that  time  he  thought  himself  entitled,  nay  bound,  to  indicate  his 
opinion,  with  a  view  to  its  consideration  by  the  Council,  before  the  matter  was  discussed  in 
committee,  that  the  insertion  of  this  clause  in  an  Ordinance  brought  in  to  amend  the  Road 
Ordinance  passed  last  session,  was  not  in  corformity  with  that  provision  in  Her  Majesty's 
instruction,  which  directs,  that  subjects  which  have  no  proper  relation  to  each  other,  shall  not 
be  comprised  in  one  and  the  same  Ordinance.  Having  thus  discharged  what  he  then  con- 
sidered to  be  bis  duty,  he  had  not  proposed  to  himself  addressing  the  Council  further  in  rela- 
tion to  the  present  clause ;  but  after  the  unexpected  manner  in  which  the  observations  he  for- 
merly made  had  been  commented  upon  by  the  Colonial  Secretary^  he  could  not,  in  justice  to 
himself,  remain  altogether  silent.  His  honourable  friend  bad  thought  it  necessary  to  remark, 
in  a  somewhat  pointed  manner,  on  a  passage  from  the  instructions,  whidi  he  says,  he  (the 
Queen's  Advocate)  omitted  to  read  to  the  Council.  He  was  quite  correct  in  saying  that  be 
(the  Queen's  Advocate)  did  not  read  this  passage.  He  (the  Queen's  Advocate)  did  not  do  so, 
for  the  simple  reason,  that  in  his  opinion  it  had  no  bearing  on  the  question,  but  related  to  a 
totally  different  matter.  The  words  which  he  omitted  to  read  are  these,  "  and  that  no 
enactment  be  introduced  in  any  such  Ordinance  which  may  be  foreign  to  its  professed  scope 
and  object. '*  They  follow  that  passage  which  he  (the  Queen's  Advocate)  did  read  to  the 
Council,  and  are  quite  distinct  from  it.  The  passage  which  he  referred  to  is  as  follows,  ''  and 
you  are  to  observe,  that  subjects  which  have  no  proper  relation  to  each  other,  be  not  com- 
prised in  one  and  the  same  Ordinance;"  and  then  came  the  words  which  the  Colonial 
Secretary  says  were  omitted.  But  the  Council  would  observe,  on  looking  to  the  clause  in  the 
instructions  from  which  these  quotations  were  made,  that  it  contains  a  variety  of  rules,  inde- 
pendent of  each  other,  relating  to  the  course  to  be  followed  in  the  preparation  of  Ordinances ; 
for  instance,  it  provides  that  they  are  to  be  divided  into  successive  clauses;  that  each  clause 
is  to  have  in  the  margin  a  short  summary  of  its  contents,  and  so  on.  These  rules  also  he  (the 
Queen's  Advocate)  had  omitted  to  read,  for  the  same  reason  that  he  did  not  read  that  to 
which  the  Council  had  been  referred  by  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

The  Colonial  Secretary  had  contended,  with  much  force,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  8th 
clause  of  the  Ordinance,  now  under  consideration,  which  is  foreign  to  the  professed  scope  and 
object  of  the  Bill.  But  he  (the  Queen's  Advocate)  never  said  that  there  was.  Indeed,  if  the 
Council  only  looked  at  the  preamble  and  the  title  of  the  Bill,  they  would  be  satisfied  that 
the  clause  in  question  is  only  carrying  out  what  the  preamble  declares  to  be  one  of  the  objects 
of  the  Bill.  But,  although  it  was  quite  true  that  the  enactment  in  the  8th  clause  is  not 
foreign  to  one  of  the  professed  objects  of  the  Bill,  it  by  no  means  followed  that  in  adopting 
the  course  proposed  by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  the  Council  would  not  be  legislatingin  the  same 
Ordinance  in  reference  to  two  subjects  having  no  proper  relation  to  each  other.  The  rule  laid 
down  in  the  instruction  which  he  (the  Queen's  Advocate)  read,  had  referred  to  one  thing,  that 
which  he  did  not  read  to  another ;  the  former  prescribed  that  two  subjects  ^ould  not  be  com- 
prised in  one  Ordinance,  unless  they  properly  related  to  each  other.  The  latter  provided 
against  the  insertion  of  clauses,  in  the  manner  which  the  Colonial  Secretary  says  was  formerly 
much  practised  in  ParUament^  which  are  foreign  to  the  professed  scope  and  object  of  the  Bill. 
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^CBYLON.  Xiie  question  then  presents  itself,  whether  he  (the  Queen^s  Advocate)  was  correct  in  the 

""""  opinion  he  had  expressed,  that  by  inserting  this  clause  respecting  tanks  and  water-courses,  in 

the  Ordinance  which  has  been  introduced  in  order  to  make  certain  amendments  in  the  Road 
Ordinance  passed  last  session,  the  Council  would  be  legislating  in  one  and  the  same 
Ordinance  on  two  subjects  which  have  no  proper  relation  to  each  other?  Notwithstanding  the 
arguments  adduced  by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  he  (the  Queen's  Advocate)  confessed  his 
opmion  remained  unaltered.  His  honourable  friend  had  referred  to  several  instances  of  well 
known  legblation,  in  which  he  says,  that  many  subjects  having  no  proper  relation  to  each  other 
are  comprised  in  one  law.  The  Queen's  Advocate  would  mention  one  or  two  of  them,  because 
he  drew  a  different  conclusion  from  those  instances.  The  first  example  which  he  would  notice 
was  that  of  the  Stamp  Act.  The  Colonial  Secretary  contended,  that  a  VBriety  of  different 
subjects,  having  no  relation  to  each  other,  are  usually  comprised  in  these  laws ;  and  the  Queen's 
Advocate  had  observed,  that  one  of  the  local  newspapers  had  made  use  of  the  same  argument. 
But  with  the  greatest  deference  to  the  authority  of  his  honourable  friend,  he  (the  Queen's 
Advocate)  was  constrained  to  dissent  from  his  views  on  this  subject.  It  appeared  to  him  (the 
Queen's  Advocate)  that  the  object  of  a  Stamp  Act  being  to  raise  a  revenue  by  means  of  the 
imposition  of  a  duty  on  written  instruments,  it  was  perfectly  in  accordance  with  the  rule  laid 
down  in  Her  Majesty's  instructions,  which  he  had  quoted,  to  include  in  it  all  instruments, 
however  much  they  might  differ  in  their  nature,  whether  they  are  agreements^  bills  of 
exchange,  licenses,  receipts,  or  what  else,  which  were  to  be  made  subject  to  stamp  duty.  The 
law,  indeed,  treats  but  of  one  subject,  and  that  subject  is  the  imposition  of  a  stamp  duty  on  a 
variety  of  instruments:  and  it  would  be  most  inconvenient  and  absurd  to  have  a  separate 
Stamp  Act  for  each  separate  class  of  instruments  which  were  to  be  made  subject  to  duty. 

So  also,  in  regard  to  the  M\micipal  Acts,  referred  to  by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  in  support  of 
the  opinion  which  he  entertains.  They  contain  regulations  doubtless  as  to  a  gn*at  variety  of 
matters,  such  as  maintaining  a  police,  establishing  markets,  cleaning  the  streets,  supplying 
water,  and  so  forth.  But  all  these  are  powers  conferred  for  a  single  object — the  local  govern- 
ment of  the  municipality ;  and  though  the  acts  to  be  performed  by  the  municipal  bodies  are 
various,  they  all  have  relation  to  this  one  common  subject.  The  subject  of  the  law  is  the 
establishment  of  local  government  by  means  of  a  local  body ;  its  object  is  the  regulation  of 
matters  of  a  public,  though  local  nature,  by  means  of  a  local  government  self  appointed ;  its 
details  are  necessarily  various. 

Now  the  Ordinance  passed  last  session  was  not  a  municipal  Ordinance.  Had  it  been  there 
could  have  been  no  objection  to  the  insertion  of  a  clause  givm^  the  municipality  powers  over 
the  public  tanks  and  water-courses  within  its  limits.  It  was  distinctly  and  explicitly  an  Ordi- 
nance to  provide  for  the  formation  and  repair  of  the  public  roads  throughout  the  island. 

l*he  instances  then  brought  forward  by  his  honourable  friend  had  m  no  degree  altered  the 
opinions  he,  the  Queen^s  Advocate,  formerly  entertained.  Nay,  on  the  contrary,  he  was  bound 
to  say,  that  what  he  had  this  day  heard  had  confirmed  that  opinion. 

Neither  did  it  appear  to  him  fthe  Queen's  Advocate)  that  there  was  anything  in  the  docu- 
ment from  which  his  honourable  friend  so  largely  quoted  that  was  opposed  to  the  view  be 
had  taken.  That  document  is  a  very  able  report  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  financial 
condition  of  this  island  by  certain  gentlemen  in  England,  but.it  is  not,  as  the  Colonial  Secretary 
supposed,  the  despatch  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  Earl  Grey  may  have  adopted  many  of  the 
statements  contained  in  that  report,  but  the  Queen's  Advocate  conceived  his  Lordship  never 
intended  that  the  statements  it  contained  were  to  be  received  by  this  Council  as  a  rule  which  it 
was  bound  to  follow.  It  had  been  sent  to  this  Government  as  an  indication  of  the  general 
.  views  entertained  on  the  subject  bv  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  to  assist  the  Council  in  the 
work  of  legislation,  but  not,  he  (the  Queen's  Advocate)  imagined  for  the  purpose  of  being 
received  as  an  authority  which  the  Council  was  bound  to  follow.  He  could  not  forbear  on  this 
subject  reading  a  passage  from  the  despatch  forwarding  the  report  alluded  to,  which  he 
thought  was  conclusive  on  this  head. 

"  You  will  consider  the  report  of  the  13tli  April,  1847  as  expressing  in  general  the  views 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  entertain  as  to  the  course  which  ought  to  be  taken  for  im- 
proving the  revenue  of  Ceylon,  and  for  the  application  of  it  towards  many  public  works  of  the 
highest  utility ;  but  your  Lordship  will  understand  our  concurrence  not  as  absolute  and  un- 
qualified. It  is  impossible  but  for  the  distance  which  separates  us  from  the  scene  of  action, 
and  our  want  of  personal  acquaintance  with  the  country  in  which  the  proposed  changes  are  to 
be  made,  should  leave  us  open  to  many  sources  of  error  which  no  vigilance  could  entirely 
detect,  and  which  no  industry  could  altogether  surmount." 

Looking  then  to  the  report  which  the  Secretary  of  State  had  transmitted  for  our  informa- 
tion, to  see  what  light  it  threw  upon  the  subject  he  was  considering,  he  (the  Queen's  Advocate) 
found  in  it  a  passage  which,  he  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Council,  went  iar  to 
support  his  views : — ''  The  obvious  remedy  "  (that  is,  for  certain  evils  resulting  from  the  cen- 
tralization of  government)  *'  is  the  establishment  of  local  bodies  to  be  entrusted  with  the 
management  of  local  concerns,  and  especially  with  the  care  and  maintenance  of  public  works, 
and  to  be  invested  with  a  power  of  local  assessment  for  purposes  of  this  nature.  Whether  the 
state  of  society  of  Ceylon  would  admit  at  present  of  the  establishment  of  such  bodies  we  are 
not  prepared  to  say,  nor  under  any  circumstances  should  we  attempt  to  enter  into  any  detail  of 
the  manner  in  which  such  bodies  should  be  constituted,  being  aware  that  in  a  scheme  of  this 
description  minute  local  knowledge  is  indispensable.  But  we  think  it  would  be  right  to  calt 
the  attention  of  the  Governor  and  Council  to  this  question,  and  to  refer  them  to  the  municipal 
council  established  within  the  last  few  years  in  Canada,  and  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  as 
models  for  similar  institutions  in  Ceylon,  whenever  circumstances  should  admit  of  their  intro- 
duction." 
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Now  it  so  happened^  that  he  (the  Queen's  Advocate)  resided  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  when  CEYLON. 

the  municipal  bodies  here  spoken  of  were  first  established ;   and  they  were  for  several  years  in  

full  operation  before  he  left  that  colony.  He  was  bound  to  say  that  he  had  every  reason  to 
believe  that  their  establishment  was  attended  with  the  greatest  public  good.  These  municipal 
bodies  took  over  from  the  general  Government  all  matters  connected  with  public  works  of  a 
local  character ;  but  it  is  a  fact  of  much  signiBcancy  in  relation  to  the  present  subject,  that  in 
that  very  colony  the  public  roads  are  maintained,  and  all  matters  connected  with  them  are 
regulated,  under  the  provisions  of  a  separate  Ordinance,  having  sole  and  especial  reference  to 
that  particular  subject 

Tnere  is  an  Ordinance  there  establishing  municipalities ;  and  there  is  another  Ordinance  for 
the  formation  and  repair  of  the  pubhc  roads  throughout  the  colony.  In  truth,  .what  bad  a 
municipality  to  do  with  any  works  of  a  public  nature  which  were  not  within  its  own  limits  ? 
and  how  necessary  was  it  to  have  a  general  measure  for  the.  regulation  of  all  matters  connected 
with  the  public  roads  ? 

The  Council  would  not,  he  (the  Queen's  Advocate)  trusted,  suppose,  for  a  single  moment, 
that  because  he  raised  what  had  been  stigmatized  as  a  "  technical  objection/*  that  he  did  not 
think  very  great  advantages  would  result  to  this  island  from  a  well  considered  measure  relative 
to  cultivation  generally.  And  still  more  should  he  regret  that  any  one  should  suppose  that 
because  he  could  not  look  upon  the  Road  Ordinance  as  a  municipal  law,  that  he  was  opposed 
to  the  establishment  of  municipal  bodies.  If  the  Council  thought  (as  he  confessed  he  did)  that 
municipal  bodies  should  be  established  in  the  principal  towns,  and  even  in  some  of  the  larger 
villages,  he  (the  Queen's  Advocate^  was  ready  to  devote  whatever  ability  he  possessed  to  the 
accomplishment  of  that  object.  Only  let  it  be  done  properly.  The  arguments  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  had  surprised  him;  for,  as  he  (the  Queen's  Advocate)  apprehended,  municipal  bodies 
governed  by  means  of  a  local  assessment^  and  for  the  attainment  of  local  objects,  whilst  the 
Hoad  Ordinance  related  to  all  the  public  roads  in  the  island,  and  were  to  be  made  and  repaired 
by  means  of  a  general  tax  upon  the  whole  adult  male  population. 

He  (the  Queen's  Advocate)  abstained  altogether  from  making  any  observations  whatever  on 
the  policy  of  the  proposed  clause.  He  had  only  attempted  to  defend  himself  from  an  attack 
which  he  confessed  was  somewhat  unexpected,  seeing  that  on  the  first  reading  of  the  Bill  he  (the 
Queen's  Advocate)  had  merely  thrown  out  for  consideration  what  struck  him  as  a  matter 
deserving  of-  serious  attention.  He  did  not  anticipate  that  he  should  have  been  called  upon  to 
ddend  thai  opinion  to-day  ;  but  as  the  course  had  been  unavoidable,  he  had  offered  these  ob« 
servations  for  the  consideration  of  the  Council.  Whether  they  concurred  with  him  (the  Queen's 
Advocate)  he  knew  not;  but  he  confessed,  for  his  own  part,  that  notwithstanding. the  eloquence 
and  learning  which  had  been  brought  to  bear  on  this  point  by  his  honourable  friend,  he  had  not 
been  able  to  satisfy  himself  that  the  opinion  formerly  expressed  was  erroneous. 

Sir  £.  Tennent  said  his  observations  on  the  opiiuon  of  the  Queen's  Advocate  had  been 
limited  to  one  point  alone — namely  to  correct  his  impression  that  there  was  a  want  of  that 
analogy  and  common  relation  between  the  two  objects,  without  which  it  would  be  irregular  to  in- 
clude them  in  the  same  Ordinance.  As  a  higher  authority  than  his  own,  he  (Sir  E.  Tennent)  had 
adduced  that  of  the  Commissioners  on  Ceylon  Affairs,  adopted  by  Earl  Grey,  and  he  would 
again  invite  his  (Mr.  Selby's)  attention  to  the  passage  where  it  is  expressly  declared  that 
'•another  service  of  an  analogous  nature  (to  the  construction  of  village  roads),  and  not  less  im- 
portant to  the  well-being  of  the  colony,  and  which  it  is  impossible  to  leave  out  in  any  measure 
for  the  development  of  its  resources,  is  the  repair  of  tanks  and  other  means  of  irrigation." 

Mr.  Swan  rose  to  reply,  and  said  he  conceived  that  if  this  clause  of  the  Ordinance  was  passed 
as  it  stood,  and  its  provisions  were  ai\erwards  energetically  carried  out,  it  would  go.  far  to  remove 
two  of  the  greatest  clogs  to  industry  and  enterprize  in  Ceylon,  namely^  the  necessity  the 
colonists  now  laboured  under  of  importing  so  large  a  portion  of  grain,  and  of  being;  dependent 
on  foreign  labour  for  carrying  on  their  agricultural  operations;  the  good  that  would  be  effected 
by  the  repairs  of  these  tanks  might  not  be  immediate,  but  would,  in  the  end,  lead  to  the  great 
desideratum  of  establishing  a  resident  labouring  population,  and  thus  to  greatly  reducing  the 
cost  of  labour;  and,  with  the  most  profound  respect  for  the  opinions  of  the  honourable  the 
Queen's  Advocate,  he  could  not  see  that  the  lepairin^  these  tanks  in  the  manner  proposed  was 
in  such  direct  opposition  to  the  35th  clause  of  Her  Majesty's  instructions  for  his  Excellency's 
guidance,  which  merely  ordered  that  nothing  should  be  introduced  into  any  Ordinance  foreign 
to  its  scope  and  object ;  and  he  contended  that  the  proposed  clause  was  not  opposed  to  the 
scope  and  object  of  the  ordinance,  which  was  to  improve  and  extend  the  communications  of  the 
island  ;  that  by  repairing  these  tanks  great  provision  was  made  for  the  purpose,  the  one  would 
follow  the  other  as  the  light  follows  the  darkness,  that  the  population  would,  in  all  probability, 
be  largely  increased,  that  granting  the  people  this  boon,  was  to  give  them  muscle  and  sinew, 
and  h^rt  for  the  road  labour,  and  that  it  was  '*  heart "  only  which  was  required  for  it. 

Mr.  Armitage  said,  that  if  the  emplovment  of  surplus  labour  on  the  tanks  had  been  com- 
pukoiy  on  the  District  Committee,  he  should  have  felt  bound  to  vote  with  the  Government 
Agent,  but  by  the  terms  of  the  clause,  the  District  Committee  could  not  apply  any  labour  to 
tanks  without  the  approval  of  the  Provincial  Committee,  and  it  was  not  likely  the  Provincial 
Committee  would  give  their  sanction  without  the  approval  of  Government,  who  were  pledged  to 
caution  in  the  enforcement  of  the  Ordinance.  *  He  should,  therefore,  vote  for  the  clause.  It 
was  not  a  new  principle  for  Government  to  repair  the  tanks.  Under  the  native  dynasties,  the 
tanks  were  under  the  immediate  charge  of  Government ;  and  in  an  essay  published  by  the  late 
Mr.  Tumour,  in  1833,  the  present  deserted  state  of  the  northern  and  eastern  provinces  was 
attributed  to  the  neglect  of  the  tanks  during  the  time  that  the  island  was  desolated  by  in- 
testine wars.    Tumour  distinctly  said,  that  ailer  the  native  sovereigns  were  driven  to  seek 
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CKYLOX.         shelter  in  the  fastnesses  of  the  central  province,  there  was  no  power  that  could  enforce  tlie  repair 
— -  of  the  tanks,  that  these  tanks  were  not  scientifically  coratnicted,  having  no  outlet  for  superfluous 

water,  and  that  they  therefore  went  speedily  to  ruin,  and  all  the  land  they  had  before  irrigated 
became  a  useless  waste.  This  island  had  now  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Englidh  for  half  a 
century,  and  not  a  step  had  been  taken  towards  repairing  the  tanks,  though,  if  repaured,  thqr 
might  again  make  Ceylon  the  granary  of  the  East,  and  it  was  time  something  should  be  done. 

As  regarded  incongruity  between  the  two  objects  for  which  the  present  Ordinance  was 
enacted^  he  did  not  see  it.  The  Queen's  Advocate  said  there  was  no  incongruity  in  the  Stamp 
Ordinance;  since,  though  its  provisions  related  to  a  variety  of  matters,  it  had  for  its  scope  asd 
object  to  raise  revenue  by  means  of  certain  instruments.  Well,  here  was  an  Ordinance,  having,  m 
like  manner,  for  its  scope  and  object,  to  increase  the  national  wealth  by  means  of  certwn  in- 
struments, viz.,  "  tanks  and  roads."  There  was  as  much  incongruity  in  one  case  as  in  the 
other.  (Hear!  hear!  from  Sir  J.  E.  Tennent).  But  it  could  not  perhaps  be  expected  that 
the  Queen's  Advocate  should  vote  for  the  clause,  since  if  the  Crown  lawyers  at  home  should 
ai^er  all  be  of  opinion  that  the  objects  were  incongruous,  all  the  responsibility  wuuld  fell  on  the 
Crown  adviser  here.  But  the  other  members  of  Council  had  no  such  responsibility  pressing  on 
them,  and  if  the  objects  of  the  clause  were  good  he  thought  they  ought  to  support  it. 

Mr.  Fairholme  supposed  that  this  clause  was  either  intended  to  be  effective  or  it  was  not  If 
it  was  not,  then  he  could  not  help  considering  it  to  be  unfairly  holding  out  hopes  to  the  natives 
which  would  not  be  realized.  If  it  was  intended  to  operate,  he  could  not  discover  in  the  Ordi- 
nance No.  8  of  this  year,  any  powers  given  to  District  or  Provincial  Committees  which  would 
enable  them  to  interfere  with  private  property  in  such  a  manner,  and  to  such  an  extent  as 
would  be  unavoidable  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  clause  under  consicferation. 

Mr.  BuUer,  Government  Agent,  Central  Province,  stated  that  the  people  were  mostaniioos 
for  the  operation  of  this  clause ;  private  roads  opened  where  no  reguliar  traces  were  made  (of 
which  Mr.  Wodehouse  had  spoken)  were  surely  as  much  private  property  as  tanks  (Hear! 
hear !  from  Sir  Emerson  Tennent).  [Here  Mr.  Buller  blundered  a  good  deal  about  people 
being  forced  to  go  20  miles  to  work  on  private  roads,  exposing  himself  to  a  remark  from 
Mr.  Wodehouse,  that  he  ought  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  Bill  before  discussing  it, 
which  excited  some  laughter.]  The  advantages  to  the  people  would  be  very  great,  and,  after 
all,  it  was  only  the  unappropriated  labour  that  would  be  employed  on  tanks. 

Mr.  Wodehouse  did  not  intend  to  trouble  the  Council  with  many  observations  in  reply  to  the 
eloquent  address  of  the  honourable  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  the  remarks  of  other  honourable 
gentlemen .  They  had  all  tended  to  demonstrate,  what  he  had  at  the  commencement  admitted  and 
insisted  upon,  the  propriety  of  legislation  respecting  cultivation,  and  the  benefits  to  bederived  from 
the  restoration  of  the  tanks ;  they  had  not  proved  the  propriety  of  their  introduction  into  this  Ordi- 
nance ;  the  Colonial  Secretary  indeed  h&d  shown  that  for  many  months  he  had  been  most  fu% 
alive  to  the  importance  of  this  subject,  that  he  had  the  means  of  acquiring  the  information 
necessary  for  legislation,  that  he  had  lately  travelled  through  the  districts  where  the  tanks  were 
most  numerous,  and  where  he  could  best  have  ascertained  how  the  subject  could  be  treated,  and 
that  he  had  done,  what  ? — Nothing !  The  honourable  gentleman  had  pressed  upon  the  Council 
that  the  natives  looked  with  the  utmost  anxiety  for  this  addition  to  the  Ordinance.  Where 
was  the  evidence?  He  had  also  urged  that  the  Council  and  the  country  had  not  been  taken  by 
surprise  in  the  present  instance — that  no  opposition  had  been  exhibited.  He  (Mr.  Wode- 
house) would  beg  them  to  remember  how  different  had  been  the  course  taken  with  the  original 
Road  Ordinance :  his  Excellency  had  left  it  for  weeks  before  the  public,  even  after  it  had  been 
read  a  second  time ;  the  present  Bill,  on  the  contrary,  had  been  brought  under  consideration 
immediately  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  fixed  by  Lord  Grey,  and  there  was  upon  the  table 
but  one  document  of  any  description  l>earing  upon  it.  It,  however,  came  from  the  very  bert 
quarter,  the  Government  Agent  for  the  Northern  Province,  and  he  would  trouble  tlie  Councfl 
with  one  or  two  extracts.  In  one  place  Mr.  Dyke,  speaking  of  this  clause,  said,  **  With  every 
desire  to  further  such  works,  I  cannot  see  how  this  provision  can  be  reconciled  with  con- 
f»istency  and  fairness.*'  And  again,  "It  seems  to  me  to  be  unfair  to  the  community  generally, 
that  a  tax  imposed  for  sudi  an  unmistakeably  general  public  purpose  as  the  construction  and 
repair  of  roads,  should  admit  of  being  satisfied  oy  any  section  of  the  community  by  the  im« 
provement  of  their  particular  landed  properly."  Such  were  the  expressions  of  opinion  res* 
pecting  this  clause  in  the  only  document  produced  on  the  occasion,  and,  fortified  by  them,  he 
had  the  less  hesitation  in  persevering  in  his  opposition  to  it. 

The  Auditor-General  (Mr.  Macarthy)  said,  that  he  was  afraid  the  discussion  on  this  subject 
of  tanks  was  assuming  a  form  which  might  lead  to  much  inconvenience  and  misapprehension. 
He  could  not  see  that  there  was  necessarily  the  antagonism  between  the  two  sides  of  the 
question  which  might  be  presumed  if  the  Council  were  to  divide  upon  it  forthwith.  All  parties 
were  agreed  on  the  necessity  of  some  measure  for  the  restoration  of  these  great  instruments  of 
fertility  ;  all  concurred  in  the  sentiments  so  ably  and  fully  expressed  by  his  honourable  fnend 
the  Colonial  Secretary.  Difficulties  had  however  arisen,  not  as  to  the  question  itself,  but  as  to 
the  method  of  dealing  with  it ;  and  he  confessed  that  the  objections  put  by  his  honourable 
friend  the  Queen's  Advocate,  and  the  Government  Agent  for  the  Western  Province,  had  stmck 
him  very  forcibly.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  was  anxious  to  guard  against  all  misappre- 
hension on  the  part  of  the  Council  as  well  as  of  the  public.  Such  misapprehension  might,  he 
feared,  very  easily  arise.  Gentlemen  voting  like  himself  for  the  Ordinance  as  it  now  stood 
might  be  erroneously  represented  as  voting  without  any  regard  to  the  important  objections 
raised  by  the  two  honourable  gentlemen  whom  he  had  just  referred  to.  Those  again  who 
•voted  against  the  clause  altogether  might  with  equal  injustice  be  represented  as  voting  against 
the  principle,  that  is,  against  the  important  measure  of  providing  for  the  restoration  of  tanks 
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and  water-courses.     He  would  therefore  submit,  whether  it  would  iipt  be  possible  to  meet  thia  CEYLON^ 

difficulty,  and  reconcile  what  he  could  not  but  consider  as  merely  an  outward  and  unessential 

difference.     The  details  of  this  measure  had  from  the  beginning  been  so  ably  worked  by  his 

honourable  friend  the  Government  Agent  for  the  Western  Province,  and  so  much  attention  had 

been  paid  by  that  gentleman  to  arrange  iu  provisions  in  a  practical  and  satisfactory  manner, 

that  he  (the  Auditor-General)  could  not  but  hope  that  means  might  ha  found  by  him»  in  con« 

junction  with  his  honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary,  to  attain  this  object,  either  by  the 

immediate  enactment  of  this  8th  clause  as  a  separate  Ordinance,  or  in  any  other  way  that 

might  be  agreed  on  between  those  gentlemen.     He  (the  Auditor- General)  made  this  proposal 

iu  a  spirit  >of  harmony  and  with  a  view  to  practical  effects,  and  trusted  the  Council  would 

receive  it  in  the  same  spirit. 

Sir  £.  Tennent  had  entered  fully  into  his  reasons  for  combining  the  two  objects  in  one  Bill 
when  moving  the  first  reading  of  the  Ordinance,  and  that  was  in  fact  the  only  point  in  discus^ 
sion.  He  was  sorry  his  observations  had  not  met  the  ear  of  liis  honourable  friend  (Mr. 
Macarthy),  as  their  whole  gist  was  to  show  that  their  promulgation  in  separate  Ordinances 
would  have  the  effect  of  placing  the  two  objects,  one  most  popular  and  the  other  much  less  so, 
in  a  position  of  rivalry  and  contrast,  which  would  all  but  defeat  the  operation  of  the  less 
favourite  one ;  whilst  such  a  step  would  have  the  effect  of  doing  openly  and  avowedly  that 
which  was  urged  as  an  objection  to  the  clause,  that  it  had  the  appearance  tiiough  not  the  reality 
of  being  indirectly — namely,  imposing  a  new  tax. 

Mr.Wodehouse  would  be  most  happy  to  see  the  adoption  of  the  course  recommended  by  the 
honourable  the  Auditor- General,  and  would  gladly  lend  any  assistance  in  his  power  in  the  pre- 
paration of  a  separate  Bill,  in  wluch  he  had  no  doubt  of  meeting  with  the  cordial  co-operation 
of  the  Queen's  Advocate. 

Mr.  Selby  entirely  agreed  with  what  had  fallen  from  his  honourable  friend  the  Auditor- 
General,  He  considered  the  course  which  had  been  suggested  the  most  expedient  one.  It 
might  not  be  known  to  all  the  members  of  Council  that  cultivation  had  fallen  off  in  many 
parts  of  the  island,  not  so  much  from  the  tanks  and  water-courses  having  got  out  of  repair, 
as  because  the  machinery  formeriy  employed  for  the  purposes  of  cultivation  generally,  had 
been  in  a  great  measure  destroyed  when  Rajakaria  was  abolished.  The  officer  whose  business 
it  formerly  was  to  superintend  the  cultivation  of  paddy  lands,  and  who  in  the  maritime  pro- 
vinces was  called  the  Vel-vidahn,  had  now  no  power  to  enforce  his  orders.  In  ancient  times, 
it  was  his  duty  periodically  to  see  noT  only  that  the  people  repaired  the  water-course  which 
brought  the  water  to  their  lands,  but  also  that  their  own  portion  of  the  general  cultivation  was 
attended  to,  and  their  own  particular  sluices,  embankments,  and  fences  were  put  in  order.  He 
(the  Queen's  Advocate)  certainly  thought  it  would  be  most  desirable  to  embrace  all  these 
objects  in  one  Ordinance. 

Lord  Torrington,  after  the  protracted  discussion  which  had  just  taken  place,  was  unwilling 
to  dwell  upon  the  subject  at  any  length.  His  honourable  friend  the  Auditor-General  had 
remarked  upon  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  certain  degree  of  antagonism  in  the  views  enter- 
tained by  some  of  the  nonourable  members  who  had  spoken ;  and  he  proposed  to  reconcile 
this  difficulty  by  recommending  that  some  of  the  members  should  consult  together  privately, 
with  a  view  to  frame  a  separate  Bill  for  attaining  the  object  in  view,  viz.,  the  repair  and  resto- 
ration of  the  tanks. 

,  No  doubt  at  some  future  time  a  separate  Ordinance  might  very  properly  be  framed,  but 
the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  including  the  tanks  in  the  present  Bill  need  not  be  lost  sight 
of  in  the  meanwhile.  If  the  District  Committees  do  their  duty  properly  and  cautiously,  the  pre- 
sent Ordinance  would  work  well  A  highly -intelligent  gentleman,  who  had  travelled  with  the 
Colonial  Secretary  through  various  parts  of  the  country — Dr.  Gardner— concurred  entirely  in 
his  views  with  regard  to  me  importance  of  the  tanks,  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  large 
villages.  Lord  Torrington  dissented  entirely  from  the  idea  entertained  by  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Western  Province,  that  the  extension  of  the  provisions  of  the  Koad  Ordinance  to 
the  repair  of  tanks  might  be  regarded  as  equivalent  to  the  imposition  of  a  new  tax.  He  was 
utterly  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  it  could  be  so  misconstrued. 

It  must  be  perfectly  well  known  that  no  man  could  be  called  upon  under  the  Ordinance  to 
work  for  more  than  six  days,  or  pay  any  commutation  greater  than  three  shillings.  But  he 
did  not  wish  to  argue  on  the  supposition  that  any  very  great  or  immediate  results  upon  a  large 
scale  would  follow  from  the  application  of  this  Ordinance  to  the  repair  of  tanks,  but  it  would 
point  out  to  the  people  what  were  really  the  wishes  and  intentions  of  the  Government  upon 
this  subject.  So  far  he  anticipated  that  much  good  would  result  even  from  the  discussion 
vvhich  bad  arisen,  for  it  would  show  to  the  public  that  however  the  honourable  members  might 
differ  as  to  the  best  mode  of  carrying  out  the  principle,  they  were  at  least  unanimous  as  to  the 
importance  of  legislating  for  the  repair  of  tanks  and  water-courses,  and  were  fully  aUve  to  the 
advantages  which  must  result  from  it. 

The  (fivision  was  about  to  be  taken,  when  Mr.  Wodehouse  said  the  Governor  had  been  good . 
enough  to  allow  him  to  explain  why  he  had  stated  that  the  introduction  of  the  provision  respect- 
ing tanks  would  amount  to  a  new  tax.  He  would  assume  the  number  of  males  within  a  given 
locality  to  be  500,  and  if  the  demand  for  labour  on  the  roads,  in  one  year,  within  that  range 
could  be  satisfied  with  250,  it  was  clear  that  the  remaining  250  would  be  available  for  the 
following  year,  according  to  such  rotation  as  might  be  ordered  by  the  committee ;  they  would 
thus  work  or  pay  only  pnce  in  two  years.  But  if,  by  the  addition  of  liability  to  labour  on  the 
tanks,  the  whole  500  were  required  to  labour  in  the  first  year,  and  again  in  the  second,  it  was 
clear  that  the  tax  would  be  doubled. 

Sir  Emerson  Tennent  could  not  account  for  the  fallacy  under  which  Mr.  Wodehouse  took 
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CRYLON.         this  view  of  the  Ordinance.     So  far  from  this  being  a  measure  to  raise  a  new  tax,  it  was  nothing 

more  tlian  a  new  suggestion  of  a  method  in  which  to  expend  a  tax  already  not  imposed,  but 

realised.  The  present  law  proposes  to  raise  a  certain  amount  of  labour,  or  of  money  iu  lieu  of 
labour;  to  apply  two-thirds  of  the  amount  to  public  roads,  and  the  third  portion  remaining 
unappropriated,  whether  of  labour  or  of  money,  to  works  of  public  advantage,  namely,  village 
paths.  In  order  to  make  such  a  partition,  the  gross  sum  must  be  realized,  else,  how  apportion 
it  in  three  parts ;  applying  two  as  directed,  and  reserving  the  other  for  works  of  public  ad^-an- 
tage?  All  he  (Sir  E.  Tennent)  contended  for  is,  that  these  works  of  public  advantage  should 
not  be  arbitrarily  limited  to  the  one  class  of  village  roads,  but  that  th^  might  equally 
include  the  analogous  and  important  one  of  village  tanks.  But  how  this  could  be  called  raising 
a  new  tax,  he  (Sir  E.  Tennent)   was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive. 

Mr.  Wodehouse  must  positively  dissent  from  the  construction  put  upon  the  Ordinance  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary.  If  he  (Mr.  Wodehouse)  was  in  error,  it  was  most  important  that  he  should 
be  corrected,  not  only  for  his  o^ti  information,  but  for  that  of  the  other  chairmen  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Committees.  He  could  not  admit  that  two-thirds  of  the  labour  of  a  district  necessarily 
belonged  to  the  Government  for  the  principal  roads.  The  Ordinance  only  said  that  tlie  prin- 
cipal roads  should  not  have  more  than  two-thirds,  but  within  that  amount  it  required  Govern- 
ment to  submit  estimates  for  its  expenditure  on  particular ,  lines ;  all  that  they  did  not  so 
appropriate,  remained  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee.  For  instance,  suppose  the  males  of  a 
district  to  amount  to  20,000,  and  the  demand  for  the  principal  roads  could  be  satisfied  with 
2,000  in  the  year,  nine-tenths  would  remain  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee;  and  if  the  minor 
lines  of  communication  could  be  provided  for  by  2,000  more,  16,000  would  be  disposable  for 
the  demands  of  the  following  year. 

The  following  division  then  took  place : — 

President  moves,  that  the  clause  as  amended  do  stand  part  of  the  BilL 

Ayes — ^9.  Noes — 6. 

Mr.  Swan,  Mr.  Fairholme, 

Mr.  Armltage,  Mr.  Smith, 

The  Collector  of  Customs,  Mr.  Dias, 

The  Government  Agent,  C.  P.  Mr.  Giffening, 

The  Treasurer,  The  Surveyor-General, 

The  Auditor-General,  -The  Government  Agent,  W.  P. 
The  Queen*s  Advocate, 
The  Colonial  Secretary, 
The  Major-General. 

Mr.  Selby  remarked  that  the  Council  having  now  passed  the  8th  Clause,  he  thought  that 
before  proceeding  to  the  next  one,  a  new  clause  should  bo  here  inserted,  defining  what  waa 
meant  by  public  tanks  and  water-courses.  Almost  every  large  tract  of  paddy-land  in  the  country 
belongs  to  a  number  of  different  proprietors.  In  some  sense  therefore  the  water* course  supply- 
ing it  may  be  called  a  public  water-course.  But  there  are  many  cases  to  which  he  could  not 
suppose  the  Council  intended  to  apply  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance.  For  instance,  in  the 
Kandian  country  there  were  large  tracts  of  paddy-land,  formerly  belon^ine  to  the  king  of 
Kandy,  now  the  property  of  individuals.  The  tenants  have  always  been  liable,  and  are  noir 
liable,  in  virtue  of  their  tenancy,  to  keep  the  water-courses  in  repair.     Surely  it  is  not  contem- 

Slated  to  class  cases  of  this  description  under  the  head  of  public  water-courses?  But  moreover 
e  (the  Queen's  Advocate)  thought  that  the  Council  having  fi[one  so  far,  ought  now  to  go  a  step 
further,  and  to  take  care  that  existing  rights  are  not  injured  or  aflTected  by  the  measure  which 
has  been  carried.  According  to  his  (the  Queen's  Advocate*s^  understanding  of  the  customs  of 
the  island,  the  owners  of  the  paddy  lands  could  be  compellea  by  their  co-proprietors  to  assist 
in  the  repair  of  common  water-courses,  by  which  the  village  fields  were  irrigated ;  and  to 
work,  not  six  days  in  a  year,  but  sixty,  if  necessary,  for  that  purpose.  Surely  then  it  would 
be  desirable  that  there  should  be  some  saving  of  the  rights  of  parties  whose  interests  ware 
deeplv  involved  in  this  question.  Whilst  giving  the  District  Committees  the  power  to  employ 
the  adult  male  population  in  a  few  days  in  each  year  upon  the  public  w^ter-courses,  care  should 
be  taken  not  to  derogate  from  the  rights  of  owners  to  compel  their  co^proprietors  to  work  as 
long  as  was  necessary  for  the  repair  of  their  common  water-course. 

Mr.  BuUer  said,  it  would  be  impossible  now  to  force  private  parties  to  repair  tanks  and 
water-courses,  the  result  would  be  lon^  law-suits.  The  matter  might  be  safely  left  to  the  Cons- 
mittees,  and  laws  could  be  framed  on  the  subject. 

Sir  E.  Tennent,  as  to  the  suggestions  of  the  Queen's  Advocate  for  defining  what  was  and 
was  not  a  ''public  tank,*'  the  time  would  come  for  doing  that  and  much  more  in  en- 
larging the  provisions,  and  eliciting  the  advantages  of  the  measure.  All  that  was  nour 
attempted  was  as  a  commencement;  it  was  an  intimation  to  the  natives  that  the  Government 
were  eager  and  ready  to  co-operate  with  them  for  the  promotion  of  works  of  local  utility ;  and 
it  was,  at  the  same  time,  an  invitation  to  them  and  to  the  Government  servants,  to  send  K>rwanl 
every  suggestion,  and  supply  every  information  necessary  to  render  the  measure,  eventually, 
what  it  had  now  no  pretension  to  be — perfect.  As  to  the  case  of  diejxited  owners,  alluded  to 
by  Mr.  Selby,  the  District  Committee  would  require  no  further  instructions  on  the  subject 
than  cautiously  to  resist  all  solicitation  to  meddle  with  such  causes,  or  to  attempt  anything 
likely  to  embarrass  the  working]  of  the  law  as  regards  the  roads,  by  interfering  in  dubious 
instances  with  the  tanks  and  water-courses.  He  was  prepared  to  say  on  behalf  of  the  Govern* 
ment,  that  stringent  instructions  would  be  issued  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Wodehouse  would  not  wish  to  see  any  attempt  at  defimtion  in  the  mode  proposed. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFFAIRS  OF  CEYLON.  287 

but  would  prefer  to  see  the  clause  remain  as  it  was,  inoperative,  in  the  full  hope  that  the  Go-  CEYLON/ 

vemment  would  speedily  enter  upon  the  preparation  of  a  proper  Bill.  There  were,  he  believed, 
ample  materials  for  a  commencement  already  on  record  in  the  office  of  the  Colonial  S<K!re- 
tary,  and  he  had  little  doubt  that  with  the  assistance  of  the  proper  public  servants,  and  of  others 
who  might  take  an  interest  in  the  question,  it  might  soon  be  framed  and  enacted. 

Mr.  Selby  said  he  would  not  press  his  motion — ^he  had  merely  thrown  out  the  suggestions 
for  consideration. 

His  Excellency  said,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  from  the  Government  Agent  for  the  Western 
Province,  that  he  should  be  happy  to  give  his  best  attention  to  the  preparation  of  a  separate 
Ordinance,  with  the  assistance  of  that  gentleman  and  the  Queen*s  Advocate,  for  the  more  com- 
plete attainment  of  the  objects  proposed,  namely,  the  repair  and  up-keep  of  tanks  and  water- 
courses. But  of  course  time  was  necessary  for  the  development  of  a  plan  sufficiently  matured  and 
comprehensive  to  embrace  the  many  points  of  difficulty  which  might  arise. 

On  the  reading  of  the  9th  Clause  Mr.  Swan  rose  to  propose  some  amendments,  and  having 
read  them  said,  he  did  not  propose  these  amendments  from  entertaining  any  objection  to  the 
Buddhist  priests  being  exempted  from  performing  the  labour  required  by  the  Ordinance,  or 
from  paying  the  exemption  tax,  but  because  he  wished  the  exemption  more  extended;  and  first, 
that  it  should  be  granted  to  the  Christian  ministers ;  then  as  the  Buddhist,  the  Mahommedan, 
or  other  heathen  priests  may,  however  mistaken  their  religions,  show  some  good  grounds  for 
exemption,  that  it  should  be  extended  to  them. 

The  Buddhist  priest  claimed  exemption  upon  the  plea  that  the  tenets  of  his  religion  do  not 
permit  him  to  labour,  or  to  hold  property  that  would  enable  him  to  pay  the  exemption  tax, 
although  it  had  been  already  shown  that  generally  he  did  not  consider  these  tenets  binding  on 
him,  and  the  same  argument  might  apply  to  the  priesthood  of  any  other  heathen  religion;  but 
the  Christian  minister  had  a  far  higher  claim  to  exemption,  inasmuch  as  he  was  already  a 
servant,  and  was  required  to  devote  all  his  time  and  all  his  energies  to  the  duties  of  his  sacred 
office ;  he  was  a  labourer  in  the  one  true  vineyard,  and  the  Lord  of  that  vineyard  had  the  sole 
right  to  claim  every  moment  of  his  time :  if  then  it  was  admitted  that  the  state  had  no  claim 
upon  his  labour,  it  followed  that  it  could  have  no  possible  right  to  impose  a  tax  upon  him, 
however  small,  to  exempt  him  from  the  performance  of  that  labour. 

If  they  considered  the  question  merely  in  a  financial  point  of  view^  the  loss  that  would  accrue 
to  the  colony  was  so  exceedingly  trifling  as  scarcely  to  be  worth  consideration,  but  if  it  was 
found  expedient  to  sacrifice  revenue  out  of  respect  for  the  tenets  of  the  Buddhbt  religion,  or  the 
prejudices  of  its  priests,  who  certainly  deserved  very  little  at  their  hands,  surely  it  was  their 
bounden  duty  to  make  some  further  sacrifice  in  support  of  the  respect  due  to  the  Christian 
religion. 

He  was  not  desirous  of  taking  a  very  wide  political  view  of  the  question,  still  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  surest  way  of  binding  the  people  of  this  country  to  us,  and  to  do  away  with  those 
jealousies  leading  on  to  rebellion,  and  from  rebellion  to  bloodshed,  was  to  diffuse  amongst  them 
the  blessings  of  education  based  upon  Christian  principles;  and  the  first  step  towards  the 
attainment  of  this  desirable  end  was  to  teach  the  heathen  to  respect  our  religion  by  respecting 
it  ourselves.  He  knew,  he  said,  that  there  was  nothing  really  degrading  in  the  Ctiristian 
minister  being  called  upon  to  pay  3^.  as  a  tax  to  exempt  him  from  performing  certain  labour, 
^nd,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  this  would  never  nave  been  objected  to ;  but  it  was  a  very 
difficult  thing  to  impress  this  upon  the  mind  of  the  native,  darkened  and  ignorant  as  he  was, 
and  guided  in  such  matters  almost  entirely  by  the  opinions  of  his  priest,  and  he  did  fear  that  the 
passing  this  clause  as  it  then  stood  would  give  a  handle  to  the  priest  to  increase  his  influence 
over  the  people,  an  influence  that  never  had  been,  and  never  would  be,  exerted  in  favour  of  the 
British  Government.  But  granting  that  it  did  so  pass,  was  it  to  be  imagined  that  the  Mahom- 
medan or  the  Hindoo  would  sit  quietly  down  and  see  his  priest  reduced  to  break  stones  upon 
the  road  or  pay  the  exemption  tax,  when  he  beheld  the  Buddhist  priest  (immediately  too  after 
the  recent  events  in  the  Kandian  country,)  the  only  exception  to  the  rule  ?  He  thought  not — 
but  rather  than  see  this  clause  as  it  then  stood  carried,  he  would  wish  to  see  it  struck  out  alto- 
'gether— let  all  pay  alike,  and  let  the  Temple  pay  for  the  Buddhist  priest;  and  he  implored 
the  members  of  the  Council  to  pause,  and  weigh  well  that  in  giving  their  votes  upon  this  alU 
important  question,  they  did  not  incur  the  risk  of  bringing  contempt  upon  the  religion  of  Christy 
and  of  committing  besides  a  very  grave  political  error. 

Mr.  Armitage  said  that  he  seconded  the  amendment  not  only  for  the  many  cogent  reasons 
adduced  by  his  honourable  friend,  but  also  because  the  JSxecutive  appeared  to  have  overlooked 
the  important  fact  that  the  Catholic  clergy  here,  who  were  all  missionaries,  were  under  a  vow  oV 
poverty,  as  rigid  as  regards  the  rule,  and  more  stringent  as  regards  its  application,  than  the  vow 
of  the  Buddhist  priests.  Every  member  of  the  Council  would  concur  with  him  when  he  said 
that  there  was  not  a  more  loyal  or  peaceful  class  in  the  entire  community  than  the  Catholic- 
clergy.  Unassuming,  though  possessing  many  men  of  the  highest  attainments  in  their  order;- 
unobtrufflve,  though  wielding  more  actual  power  than  the  clergy  of  all  other  denominations  put 
tc^ther.  They  were  ever  to  be  found  among  the  advocates  for  obedience  to  the  constituted 
authorities  and  respect  to  the  laws,  and  he  thought  they  were  entitled  to  social  consideration  in 
this  Ordinance.  He  thought  it  could  not  be  intended  to  pay  less  respert  to  the  vows  of  Chris- 
tians  than  to  those  of  Buddhists,  and  he  trusted  that  it  was  only  necessary  to  point  out  the 
serious  oversight  committed  to  have  it  at  once  and  immediately  rectified. 

His  Excellency  said  it  was  with  much  regret  that  he  found  this  question  brought  forward, 
and  it  was  with  equal  regret  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  opposite. 

His  Excellency  wished  it  most  distinctly  to  be  understood  that  this  clause  was  not  founded  on 
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CRYLX)N  any  religious  consideration^  nor  could  be  see  how  in  any  way  it  could  be  argued  tbat  it  wa^ 

""^  giving  any  supremacy  to  the  Buddhist  religion.     We  are  by  treaty  bound  to  protect  tliem  iQ 

the  free  exercise  of  their  religion ;  and  afler  very  mature  consideration^  it  does  undoubtedly 
appear  that  the  vow  of  the  Buddhist  priests  does  not  permit  them  to  possess  money  or  to 
labour;  and  therefore,  in  compelling  them  to  labour  or  pay,  we  are  asking  them  to  do  that 
which,  without  a  violation  of  their  oath^  they  are  unable  to  obey,  and  which,  if  they  did, 
would  injure  them  in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  His  Excellency  hardly  thought  the  Government 
would  be  justified  in  using  compulsion. 

This  objection  did  not,  in  his  Excellency's  opinion,  apply  to  the  Christian  ministers,  and 
moreover  he  could  not  but  feel  that  this  amendment,  if  carried,  would  bring  the  Christian 
ministers  down  to  the  same  level  with  the  Buddhist  priests,  which,  for  his  own  part,  he  could 
not  consent  to  be  a  party  to.  The  clause  as  it  stood  was  simply  one  of  toleration,  and  which 
his  Excellency  was  sure  would  be  so  felt  by  the  mass  of  the  Christian  community.  At  the  same 
time  his  Excellency  placed  the  question  entireily  in  the  hands  of  the  Council,  and  he  should 
be  guided  entirely  by  their  judgment. 

Mr.  Smith  regretted  that  by  the  amendment  proposed  this  should  be  considered  in  the  light 
of  a  religious  question.  We  did  not  want  the  labour  of  the  Christian  ministers,  we  simply 
wanted  the  3s. ;  nor  could  he  see  any  more  reasons  for  our  ministers  being  exempted  from  this 
tax  than  that  they  should  be  exempt  from  assessed  or  any  other  taxes.  This  was  a  great  colonial 
undertaking;  if  successful,  people  of  all  denominations  would  benefit,  and  he  could  therefore  se^ 
no  s:ood  cause  for  the  proposed  exemptions,  and  would  consequently  support  the  original  clause. 

Mr.  Fairholme  remarked  that  in^  practice  the  Buddhist  priests  disregarded  their  own  pre- 
cepts ;  he  did  not  see  why  we  should  not  respect  our  own  prejudices. 

Mr.  Armitage. — His  honourable  friend  on  the  left  (Mr.  Smith)  had  said  they  might  as  well 
exempt  the  clergy  from  assessed  taxes.  So  they  were  usually  exempted  from  taxation  in 
Catholic  countries,  partly  on  account  of  their  vows,  and  partly,  perhaps,  from  the  consideration 
that  as  they  were  supported  by  the  community,  to  take  money  from  them  was  in  reality  to  take 
so  much  more  from  the  community.  A  similar  rule  had  obtained  in  Great  Britain  while  it  was 
a  Catholic  country — at  lea^t  as  regarded  all  orders  who  were  precluded  by  vow  from  acquiring 
property  in  their  own  right. 

Lord  Torrington  observed  that  it  was  at  all  times  difficult  to  make  exceptional  cases.  He 
was  not  aware  tliat  the  Roman  Catholic  priests  in  this  country  were  bound  by  any  vow  such  ag 
Mr.  Armitage  mentioned.  Only  imagine  that  a  number  of  Quakers,  or  any  other  religious 
body,  came  amongst  us,  there  would  perhaps  again  be  a  new  claim  for  exemption.  He 
assured  the  Council  tbat  it  was  to  be  viewed  as  a  matter  totally  distinct  from  any  question  of 
religion.  It  was  on  no  religious  grounds  that  Buddhist  priests  were  exempted.  He  should  be 
sorry  to  see  the  ministers  of  any  Christian  denomination  placed  upon  the  same  level  with  them 
on  any  question  of  this  kind. 

Mr  Swan  here  produced  an  amusing  discussion  by  asking  if  the  Buddhist  priests  were  not 
subject  to  payment  of  tolls  at  ferries  ? 

Mr.  Selby  remarked  (as  far  as  we  could  gather)  that  the  Temple  funds  sufficed  for  such 
purposes. 

Mr.  Swan. — ^Then  they  could  pay  the  commutation  just  as  well. 

Mr.  Smith  remarked  that  the  toils  were  all  rented  by  Singhalese,  who  practically  exempted 
the  priests. 

Mr.  Wodehouse  said  the  fact  was  that  Christian  ministers  were  at  this  moment  exempted 
from  payment  of  tolls,  which  Buddhist  priests  were  not.  The  one  might  stand  as  a  set-off 
against  the  other.     (Laughter.) 

The  division  on  Mr.  Swan's  amendment  then  took  place  as  follows : — 

President  moves  that  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  do  stand  part  of  the  Bill : — 

Ayes,  9.  Noes,  5. 

Mr.  Smith.  Mr.  Swan. 

The  Collector  of  Customs.  Mr.  Fairholme. 

The  Surveyor-General.  Mr.  Armitage. 

The  Government  Agent,  W.  P.  Mr,  Dias. 

The  Treasurer.  Mr.  Giffening. 

The  Auditor- General. 
The  Queen*s  Advoeate. 
The  Colonial  Secretary. 
The  Major-General. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Fairholme  to  the  effect  that  some  security  should  be  taken 
t  hat  the  exemption  extended  only  to  priests,  that  it  would  not  do  to  exempt  every  person  puttmg 
on  a  yellow  comboy  and  calling  himself  a  priest,  the  Council  adjourned  untu  Wednesday 
the  8th. 


Wednesday,  November  8. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Order  of  the  Day : — 

Order  of  the  Day. —  Wednesday,  November  8, 1848. 
Council. 

The  third  reading  of  the  Bill  :— 

To  amend  in  certain  respects  the  Ordinance  No.  9,  of  the  year  1848,  entitled  "  to  require 
the  owners  of  Dogs  to  take  out  Licenses  for  the  same.'* 
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Committee.  CKYLON. 

To  resiime  consideration  of  the  Bill : — 

"  To  alter  in  certain  respects  the  Ordinance  No.  8,  of  the  year  1848,  and  to  extend  its  opera- 
tion to  the  maintenance  of  public  tanks  and  other  means  of  irrigation.** 

To  take  into  consideration  the  following  Bills  :— 

"An  Ordinance  to  enable  Etienne  Amy,  an  alien,  to  hold  Lands  in  this  Island." 

**  An  Ordinance  to  naturalize  Gabriel  Benedict  Worms." 

"  An  Ordinance  to  naturalize  Maurice  Benedict  Worms." 

''To  remove  doubts  concerning  the  validity  of  Grants  of  Land  in  this  Island." 

"  The  Queen's  Advocate  to  move  the  resohition,  of  which  he  has  given  notice,  in  reference  to 
the  6th  section  of  the  Ordinance  No.  6,  of  1847." 

Before  proceeding  to  the  order  of  the  day,  his  Exc^lency  observed  that  he  thought  it  right 
to  make  a  few  remarks  in  explanation  of  what  fell  from  him  at  their  last  meeting,  with  respect 
to  some  of  the  Ordinances  to  which  he  had  then  alluded.  He  wished  it  to  be  understood,  that 
although  the  Government  were  prepared  to  repeal  the  recent  Dog  Ordinance,  because  it  had 
been  found  in  a  great  degree  to  nave  been  ineffectual  for  the  objects  for  which  it  was  designed, 
still  it  would  be  necessary  to  keep  down  the  increase  of  dogs  as  much  as  possible,  and  for  that 
purpose  to  retain  the  power  of  killing  them  at  stated  periods,  but  without  holding  out  the  pre- 
mium which  bad  hitherto  been  given  for  their  destruction,  and  had  led  to  the  actual  breeding 
of  dogs  for  the  sake  of  the  reward  to  be  obtained  for  killing  them. 

With  respect  to  the  Gun  Ordinance,  it  should  be  clearly  understood  that  the  Government  were 
determined  rigidly  to  enforce  its  provisions  without  the  least  delay,  so  far  as  regarded  the  single 
registration ;  and  every  new  purchaser  of  fire-arms,  or  every  new  possessor  of  fire-arms  already 
registered  would,  of  course,  be  required  to  take  out  a  fresh  license  for  the  new  registration. 

It  was  quite  possible  that  the  views  of  the  Government  might  be  misunderstood  with  regard 
to  the  causes  which  induced  him  to  recommend  to  the  Council  the  modifications  before  alluded 
to.  It  might  probably  be  said  out  of  doors,  that  he  had  been  forced  into  these  changes  by 
orders  from  home.  But  he  desired  to  assure  the  Council  that  if  he  had  received  any  such 
communications,  he  should  have  felt  it  his  duty  instantly  to  put  the  Council  in  possession  of 
them.  He  was  not  disposed  to  use  any  unnecessary  reserve.  The  question  of  these  Ordinances 
had  been  brought  fully  under  the  consideration  of  the  Executive  Council  entirely  on  his  own 
responsibility,  and  if  he  had  received  any  new  instructions  whatever  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
he  should  have  regarded  it  as  a  positive  duty  to  make  them  known. 

But  such  was  not  the  case ;  and  indeed  he  was  happy  to  be  enabled  to  say,  that  on  no  occa- 
sion since  he  had  been  in  the  island,  had  the  Secretary  of  State  shown  any  inclination  to  act 
otherwise  than  in  support  of  the  recommendations  made  by  the  Council  after  mature  delibera- 
ration.  He  could  have  little  doubt,  therefore,  that  although  the  Ordinances,  as  passed  in  the 
last  session,  had  received  the  entire  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  any  alterations  which 
might  be  made  concerning  them  would  meet  with  attention  and  approval. 

For  bis  own  part,  he  was  desirous  to  follow  a  straightforward  course,  and  to  show  that  be  was 
at  all  times  prepared  to  listen  to  reasonable  representations  properly  made  to  him. 

Sir  J.  E.  Tennent  rose,  and  in  allusion  to  some  information  required  by  an  honomble  gen- 
tleman opposite  (Mr.  Armitage),  on  the  subject  of  District  Courts  and  their  expenditure,  said 
the  Government  had  no  objection  to  give  the  information  he  required,  and  the  returns  were  now 
in  course  of  preparation. 

Mr.  Armitage  bad  signified  his  intention  to  move  for  certsdn  returns^  not  merely  with  a  viefw 
to  obtaining  these  returns,  but  partly  that  he  might  have  an  opportimity  of  bringing  before  the 
Government,  the  Council,  and  the  public,  some  facts  connected  with  the  subject  matter  of  these 
returns ;  but  he  was  not  yet  prepared  with  his  statements.  In  what  manner  could  he  subse- 
quently brine  forward  these  facts  ? 

Sir  J.  E.  Tennent.-^The  discussion  on  the  Supply  Ordinance  would  afford  an  early  oppor- 
tunity. When  the  estimates  for  judicial  expenditure  is  before  Council,  the  Honorable  Member 
can  enter  cm  the  discussion,  but  no  que<«tion  can  be  here  debated  unless  introduced  by  the  Go- 
vernor. 

Lord  Torrington. — No  wish  on  part  of  Government  to  hamper  discussion  or  refuse  informa- 
lion,  but  must  adhere  to  the  rules. 

Mr.  Armitage  gave  notice,  that  in  committee  on  the  Supply  Ordinance,  he  would  make  his 
statement. 

In  the  TatAl  Ordinance,  Mr.  Wodehouse's  amendment,  which  appears  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  6th,  was  carried ;  as  also  a  number  of  alterations,  chiefly  verbal. 

The  ordinance  to  enable  Etienne  Amy  to  hold  lands  passed  through  committee,  and  was  read 
a  second  time ;  as  also  the  Ordinances  to  naturalize  the  Messrs.  Worms,  for  which  privilege 
those  gentlemen  will  each  pay  a  stamp-duty  of  251. 

When  the  *•  Grants  of  Land  **  Ordinance  came  up,  the  Government  Agent  for  the  Western 
Province  wished  to  call  attention  to  that  part  of  the  clause  that  legalized  past  grants  of  culti- 
vated land.  He  had  understood  the  Queen's  Advocate  to  have  stated,  on  the  first  reading  of 
the  Bill,  that  the  permissmn  of  the  Secretary  of  State  had  not  been  obtained  for  remedying 
this  defect  of  the  Royal  Instructions,  which  at  present  only  empowered  the  Governor  to  grant 
waste  lands ;  he  therefore  concluded  that  the  Ordinance  would  not  be  promulgated  until  con- 
firmed, and  wished  to  point  out  that  a  power  ought  to  be  obtained  for  the  issue  of  such  grants 
for  the  future.  The  Government  were  constantly  called  upon  to  issue  them,  and  indeed  it  was 
probable  that  the  majority  of  future  Crown  grants  would  be  those  of  land  more  or  less  cultivated, 
^ich  would  be  sold  to  tne  occupants  for  the  half  value,  or  upon  some  other  special  conditions. 
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CEYLON.         He  therefore  thought  that  it  would  be  well,  in  submitting  the  Ordinance  for  approval,  to  call 
"""~  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  tiiis  pobt,  and  thus  save  the  trouble  of  passing  future 

Ordinances. 

Mr.  Selby  concurred  with  the  Government  Agent  that  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  promul- 
gate this  Ordinance,  if  passed  by  the  Council,  until  it  had  received  confirmation ;  for  as  he  had 
formerly  mentioned,  it  legalized  certain  grants,  for  the  legalization  of  which  there  were  no 
distinct  and  specific  instructions  ;  he  meant  the  grants  made  of  lands  which  were  not  waste. 
And  it  was  certainly  a  possible,  though  by  no  means  a  probable  case,  that  the  Ordinance  might 
be  disallowed  on  that  ground.  The  Queen  might  say  that  having  never  given  instructions  to 
any  governor  to  make  grants  of  cultivated  lands,  she  was  not  prepared  to  recognize  such  grai^ts. 
On  this  head  he  thought  it  would  be  most  desirable  that  the  course  indicated  by  the  Govera- 
ment  Agent  should  be  followed,  and  that  power  should  be  given  in  the  public  instructions — that 
is  in  .the  instructions  respecting  the  sale  df  Crown  lands  generally,  which  were  published — ^to  the 
Governor  in  future  to  sell  not  only  waste  lands,  but  lands  belonging  to  the  Crown  which  might 
have  been  brought  into  cultivation.  Otherwise  the  Council  may  be  repeatedly  called  upon  to 
pass  Ordinances  from  time  to  time  legalizing  past  grants.  He  (the  Queen*s  Advocate)  thou^t 
that  the  Council  would  not  be  justified  in  prescribing,  or  attempting  to  prescribe,  a  future  course 
in  such  matters.  It  was  the  right  of  the  Crown  to  lay  down  those  rules  which  should  regulate 
the  sale  of  Crown  lands.  All  that  the  Council  ought  now  to  do  was,  he  thought,  to  legalize 
past  transactions.  At  the  same  time,  this  would  be  a  most  favorable  opportunity  for  bringing 
the  subject  under  the  notice  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  Queen's  Advocate  then  submitted  his  resolution  on  the  6th  clause  of  the  Marriage 
Ordinance,  and  it  was  adopted  by  the  Council ;  so  that  the  Marriage  Ordinance  stands  as  it 
was  passed  last  year. 


No.  41.  (No.  203.)  No,  41. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo,  November  14,  1848. 
My  Lord,  (Received  December  26,  1848.) 

Page  268.  With  my  Despatch  No.  202,*  I  have  transmitted,  for  Her  Msgesty  s 

confirmation,  an  Ordinance  "  to  alter  in  certain  respects  the  Ordinance  No.  8 
''  of  1848,  and  to  extend  its  operation  to  the  maintenance  of  public  tanks  and 
"  other  means  of  irrigation ;"  and  I  have  there  explained  in  detail  the  object 
of  the  several  alterations  of  the  original  measure. 

2.  It  now  becomes  necessary  that  I  should  make  your  Lordship  fully 
acquainted  with  what  has  taken  place  here  upon  this  subject,  and  with  the  de- 
termination at  which  I  have  arrived  upon  other  very  important  matters. 

3.  You  are  aware  that  when  the  Ordinance  No.  8  of  1848  was  enacted,  it 
was  so  framed  as  to  allow  a  period  of  nearly  eight  months  for  the  conipleticm 
of  the  preliminary  arrangements  necessary  for  bringing  it  into  simultimeous. 
operation  throughout  the  whole  island ;  and  it  was  with  deep  regret  that  I 
found  myself  prevented  by  the  course  of  events  from  perfecting  those  arrange- 
ments for  several  months.     Indeed,  for  some  time,  the  postponement  of  the  , 
measure  appeared  to  me  inevitable,  and  a  clause  to  that  effect  was  introduced  > 
into  the  amended  Ordinance  to  which  I  allude.    Urgent  remonstrances  were, 
however,  made  against  the  proposed  delay,  after  the  publication  of  the  draft  in  : 
the  Gazette,  and  I  was  solicited  to  allow  the  Ordinance  to  come  into  operation^ 
as  at  first  proposed,  on  the  1st  January,  or  as  soon  after  as  practicable,  in  each' 
district,  in  proportion  as  progress  should  be  made  in  the  preliminary  arrange- 
ments. 

4.  Looking  upon  the  measure  as  one  highly  calculated  to  develop  the 
resources  of  the  colony,  and  eventually  to  relieve  the  Government  from  a 
heavy  expenditure  for  the  maintenance  of  roads,  I  was  naturally  well  disposed 
to  accede  to  whatever  appeared  likely  to  hasten  its  operation ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  felt  that  the  attempt  to  press  the  measure  with  the  vigour  implied  in 
the  proposed  mode  of  proceeding,  might  be  attended  with  difficulty,  unless  the 
Government  were  enabled  at  the  same  time  to  satisfy  the  people  of  its  real 
desire  to  promote  their  welfare  and  comfort,  and  to  induce  them  to  carry  out 
the  provision  of  the  Road  Ordinance  willingly  and  cheerfully. 

5.  With  this  understanding,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  take  the  opportunity  of 
reconsidering  the  whole  system  of  taxation  lately  adopted  under  my  direction, 
and  to  reflect  whether  any  of  the  taxes  which  have  been  imposed  were 
objectionable  in  principle,  unproductive  in  their  results,  or  oppressive  in  their 
mode  of  operation.     I  was  satisfied  that  the  people  could  not  mistake  the 
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motive  of  any  concession  that  I  might  detennine  upon,  as  they  must  have  been  csn^N. 
convinced  of  the  ability  and  inclination  of  the  Government  to  repress  any  dis- 
turbances and  discoxmtenance  any  disrespectful  representations,  I  was  anxious 
at  the  same  time  to  be  able  to  state  candidly  to  your  Lordship  whether  I 
thought  that  I  had  in  any  way  erred  in  the  policy  which  I  have  felt  it  my 
duty  to  pursue  since  my  arrival  in  the  colony. 

6.  It  must  always  be  borne  in  mind  that  if  new  taxes  have  been  imposed 
upon  the  people  in  Ceylon,  others  of  far  greater  importance  have  been  removed; 
and  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  renew  my  assurance,  already  more  than  once 
expressed,  that  recent  disturbances  in  the  colony  have  had  little,  I  may  say  in 
reality  nothing,  to  do  with  the  imposition  of  the  new  taxes.  That  attempts 
were  made,  both  here  and  at  Kandy,  by  evil-disposed  persons  to  excite  disr 
content,  is  true ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  rumours  concerning  other  taxes 
which  the  people  were  led  to  believe  were  about  to  be  imposed,  contributed  to 
md  the  chiefs  and  priests  in  their  endeavours  to  excite  the  insurrection  which 
has  been  so  recently  and  successfully  put  down. 

7.  At  the  period  of  my  arrival  in  the  island,  a  strong  opinion  prevailed  that 
the  high  export  duty  upon  cinnamon  was  a  check  upon  the  prosperity  of  the 
colony,  and  the  objections  which  are  applicable  to  all  export  duties,  as  a  matter 
of  principle,  were  fully  discernible.  I  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  that  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Government,  in  procuring  the  reduction  of  the  one  and 
the  abolition  of  the  others,  was  correct  and  judicious,  and  will  be  conducive  to 
the  future  prosperity  of  the  colony.  But  in  making  these  most  important 
changes,  it  became  my  duty  to  ascertain  what  resources  were  inmiediately 
available  for  supplying  the  large  deficiency  which  must  be  expected,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  result  from  so  great  a  change  in  the  tariff". 

8.  I  found,  on  my  arrival,  that  the  public  expenditure  far  exceeded  the 
revenue^  and  the  whole  financial  state  of  the  island  was  in  a  most  unsatisfactory 
position.  To  give  relief  to  trade  and  commerce  at  such  a  moment  was  a 
measrure  of  considerable  difficulty.  The  imposition  of  a  land  tax  was  foimd, 
for  the  present,  to  be  impracticable,  for  the  absence  of  satisfactory  surveys  pre- 
vented any  fair  and  equitable  arrangement  from  being  attempted  without  very 
great  delay.  It  therefore  became  incumbent  on  me  to  take  advantage  of  any 
legitimate  means  which  could  be  made  available,  in  order  to  obviate  the 
embarrassment  to  which  the  Government  might  otherwise  be  subjected,  owing 
to  a  deficient  revenue. 

9.  Accordingly,  with  the  advice  of  my  Executive  Council,  I  introduced  a 
complete  revision  of  the  Stamp  Duties,  an  annual  Gun  Tax,  a  Shop  Tax,  a  Dog 
Tax  (the  latter,  however,  having  little  connection  with  the  revenue  purposes), 
a  tax  on  carriages  and  boats  used  for  hire,  and  the  Road  Ordinance. 

10.  With  regard  to  the  first  of  these  measures  I  have  every  reason  to  think 
it  will  add  very  considerably  to  the  revenue  of  the  colony,  and  that  it  is  a  fair, 
and  legitimate  mode  of  taxation ;  I  can  perceive  no  just  grounds  for  any  mate- 
rial alteration  of  its  provisions. 

1 1.  I  have  already  stated  to  your  Lordship  my  opinion  that  much  relief  will 
be  afforded  to  tiie  colony  by  the  operation  of  the  Soad  Ordinance ;  and  I  cannot 
doubt  that  the  results  of  these  measures  will  amply  repay  the  Government 
for  the  sacrifice  it  has  made  by  the  abolition  of  the  export  duties. 

12.  The  next  tax  to  which  I  would  call  your  Lordship's  attention  is  the 
GuB  Tax.  Previous  to  my  arrival  in  the  colony,  the  necessity  of  an  Ordin^ce 
of  this  kind  had  been  already  admitted ;  for  in  the  speech  of  my  predecessor. 
Sir  Colin  Campbell,  on  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Supply  Ordinance 
for  1842,  he  recommended  that  a  tax  on  guns  should  be  imposed.  Fully  con- 
curring in  Sir  Colin  Campbell's  views  that  a  registration  of  fire  arms  was  abso- 
lutely necessary,  I  was  gratified  to  receive  Her  Majesty's  confirmation  of  the 
Ordinance  No.  13  of  1847,  which  I  had  introduced  for  that  purpose. 

13.  This  Ordinance  has  since  been  brought  into  operation,  and  I  am  boimd 
to  confess  that  difficulties  have  been  experienced  in  carrjring  out  its  details, 
which  can  be  thoroughly  appreciated  only  by  those  resident  on  the  spot,  and 
which  have  arisen  in  a  great  degree  out  of  native  habits  and  customs,  and  from 
that  mistrust  of  each  other  combined  with  ignorance  and  timidity,  which  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  eradicate  from  the  minds  and  feelings  of  the  people.  By 
way  of  illustration  of  this  remark,  I  would  mention  the  fact  that  instead  oif  one 
man  bringing  a  number  of  guns  to  be  registered  for  himself  and  his  neighbours, 
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cbylon.  efvery  man  ifiram  a  whole  district  would  come  eut  the  none  diap  and  hour,  to 
Hie  number  of  perhaps  several  hundred  permnsy  making  it  utterly  impenible' 
fbr  the  agent  to  register  their  guns  on  liiat  or  the  next  cby,  by  which  arrange^ 
ment  numbers  of  people  would  be  kept  waiting  at  considerable  expense  to 
themselves  and  loss  of  lime ;  and  no  exertions  or  representations  of  the  officers 
of  Government  could  succeed  in  remedying  or  preventing  this  inconvemeaoe. 
The  tax  was  equal  to  20  or  25  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of  a  great  majority  of 
the  guns  possessed  by  the  natives,  of  which,  indeed^  many  w«re  utterly  vsdem 
and  valueless  except  as  curiosities,  which  had  been  kept  as  heir  looms  in  their 
ftmilies* 

14.  Again  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  people  in  many  instances  pm^ 
furred  destroying  their  guns,  that  others  had  concealed  them^  and  that  it  was 
in  fact  very  diificult  in  a  wild  country  to  compel  the  people  to  come  in  to* 
register  fire-arms.  It  was  found,  also,  that  dishonest  pedlars  had  in  muiy^ 
instances  circulated  delusive  reports  amongst  the  native&s  by  which  means  they 
had  persuaded  them  to  sell  their  guns  absolutely  for  a  mere  trifle.  Although* 
r  have  little  doubt  that  the  tax  could  be  collected  next  year  with  less  difficulty, 
I  am  nevertheless  sensible  that  some  discontent  and  annoyance  might  arise 
iVom  the  attempt  to  enforce  it,  and  I  am  bound  to  admit  thact  the  reveittie 
hitherto  derived  from  it  has  not  been  so  large  as  I  antidpflfbed,  although  I  hMcm 
reason  to  believe  that  the  actual  number  of  guns  was  not  over  estimated  in  my 
previous  calculations. 

15.  That  a  registration  is  necessary  is  beyond  a  doubt;  and  I  have,  with^  tite 
unanimous  concurrence  of  my  Executive  Council,  recommended  that  the  Byi 
of  last  session  should  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  word  annual;  tfaw 
leaving  it  compulsory  on  all  parties  possessing  fire-arms  to  register  them,  but 
only  requiring  one  registration  and  one  payment  By  this  alteration  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  registration  will  be  easily  completed,  and  that 
the  measure  will  now  be  willingly  adopted  by  the  people.  By  this  means  one 
ground  for  discontentment  will  be  done  away  with. 

16.  With  regard  to  the  Dog  Ordinance,  No.  9,  1848, 1  candidly  admit  that 
the  operation  of  it  for  the  abatement  of  a  great  nuisance  has  not  been  suo- 
cessful,  and  that  the  necessity  for  reverting  to  Ihe  destruction  of  dogs  continues 
as  imperative  as  before.  The  only  means  of  enforcing  the  Ordinance  even  in 
the  towns,  was  by  giving  to  the  police  a  power  of  entering  houses  to  search  for 
dogs,  for  the  natives  will  not  voluntarily  kill  them,  and  as  undoubtedly  liiis 
was  in  itself  an  arbitrary  power,  I  have  recommended  the  repeal  of  Hie  Ordi- 
nance altogether. 

17.  The  annual  shop*license*has  been  the  subject  of  much  o0mplaint>  aod 
frequent  petitions  have  been  presented  to  me  on  the  subject,  asking  for  its 
i^olition.  The  tax  appears  to  be  chiefly  paid  by  the  industrious  Moormen,  by 
whom,  in  fact,  all  the  trade  of  the  country  is  carried  on.  They  argue  that 
they  pay  a  large  portion  of  the  custom-house  dues,  that  they  pay  Ihe  police 
assessment,  that  they  contribute  to  the  Road  Ordinance,  and  tlmtt  by  compels* 
ling  them  in  addition  to  take  out  a  license  to  trade,  we  not  only  make  taxation 
unequal,  but  discount  new  traders,  and  in  fact  prevent  £air  competitioiu 
These  representations  are  not  perhaps  entirely  well  founded ;  but  I  am  indmed 
to  think  that  whilst  the  revenue  derived  from  these  shop  licenses  is  small^  and 
not  easy  of  collection,  it  affords  a  handle  for  complaint  At  the  same  time  they 
cunningly  practise  upon  the  ignorance  and  credulity  of  the  Singhalese,  and  try 
to  impose  increased  charges,  under  the  plea  of  increased  Government  tasf^ion. 
I  have  tiiought  it  better,  therefore,  with  the  concurrence  of  my  Executive 
Council,  to  recommend  the  rq)eal  of  this  Ordinance.  I  am  not  awarc  that  the 
people  have  any  other  q)ecial  grievance  to  complain  of, 

18.  I  have  now  briefly  reviewed  the  position  in  which  I  found  Hie  colony  at 
the  period  of  my  assumption  of  the  Government,  and  the  reasons  which 
induced  me  to  make  every  possible  effort  to  relieve  the  public  from  burdens 
that  were  a  check  on  their  prosperity,  and  also  to  fortify  myself  against  any 
possibility  of  serious  financial  difficulty.  I  have  no  reason  to  think  that  I  at 
all  erred  in  the  recommendations  which  I  made  to  my  Council,  or  that  tiiey^ 
were  wrong  in  the  conclusions  at  which  they  arrived. 

19.  I  am,  nevertheless,  fully  conscious  that  charges  may  be  madie  against  me 
to  the  eflfect  that  the  reconsideration  of  these  Ordinances,  by  the  alteration  of 
one,  and  the  repeal  of  two  others,  is  a  proof  of  the  error  of  my  policy^  and^ 
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'tends  to  justify  the  assertion  that  they  really  brought  about  the  diBContentmeut  caxLON. 
of  the  people.  I  trust  that  the  explanations  I  have  already  given  will  satisfy 
your  Lordship's  mind  that  I  am  iar  from  being  justly  chargeable  with  any 
error  of  this  description.  I  think  I  have  demonstrated  to  your  Lordship,  in 
jQOiy  former  Despatches  on  the  Kandyan  insurrection,  that  the  rebellion  was 
plamied,  organized,  and  prepared,  long  before  the  taxes  were  thought  of;  and, 
indeed,  many  of  the  parties  who  were  implicated  and  tried  in  1845  were  those 
implicated  and  tried  in  1848. 

20.  The  chiefs  and  priests,  always  treacherous  to  the  Government  and  hostile 
to  British  rule,  above  all,  indignant  at  the  course  pursued  towards  them  res- 
peeting  their  religion,  have  been  looking  eagerly  forward  for  some  pretence  to 
.fly  to  arms,  and  a  plot  of  longer  preparation,  and  of  deeper  or  more  deter- 
mined character,  has  seldom,  if  ever  burst  forth.  I  repudiate  all  supposed 
iKHiBection  betweoi  the  taxation  and  the  rebellion,  in  which  opinion  the 
observations  of  .the  Colonial  Secretary,  Sir  J.  E.  Temient,  while  travelling 
through  the  country,  further  confirm  me.  That  the  efforts  of  evil-disposed 
persons  to  escite  discontent  enabled  the  priests  and  chiefs  to  hasten  the  out- 
break, J  am  willing  to  admit ;  and  I  have  only  further  to  remark  that,  if  the 
mode  of  taxation  I  adopted  was  wrong  now,  so  must  also  have  been  the  recom- 
■niendation  of  formw  Governors  for  the  introduction  of  some  of  those  tao^es 
which  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  impose. 

21.  In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  call  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  fact, 
that  the  changes  I  have  recommended  to  my  Council  for  adoption  have  been 
.brought  forward  at  a  moment  of  perfect  tranquillity  and  freedom  from  excite- 
ment Confident  in  the  strength  of  Government  to  repress  disorder,  and 
believing  that  the  people  themselves  are  aware  of  its  power  and  determination 
in  this  respect,  I  have  thought  the  time  was  most  opportune  for  making  those 
idianges  which  I  have  indicated,  and  which  might  be  carried  through  with 
justice  to  the  people  and  baiefit  to  the  Colony.  At  the  same  time  I  confess 
rthat,  without  a  perfeot  confidence  that  the  Road  Ordinance  would  be  fully  and 
lefficiently  oarried'Out,  and  that  much  relief  to  our  finances  would  result  from 
its  operatum,  I  shoidd  not  have  felt  justified  in  giving  itp  the  amount  of 
fovenne  which  I  had  looked  forward  to  as  likely  to  nmlt  from  the  effect  of 
the  Oidinances  to  which  I  have  already  adverted. 

22.  I  believe  I  noay  state  that  the  course  I  have  followed  has  given  satis- 
faction to  all  dasses  of  the  pec{>le,  and  it  will  tend  to  convince  them  that  the 
Government  are  ready  to  listen  to  just  complaints,  and  to redressall  causes  of 
discontent,  however  slight,  if  fairly  established.  I  trust  they  will  be  found 
nady  and  willing  to  reaouder  their  services  cheerfully  in  carrying  out  the  Road 
Ordinance,  the  importance  of  which,  I  must  again  assure  your  Lordship,  cannot 
he  over  estimated. 

33.  I  have  only  fiirther  to  add,  that  I  have  diligently  and  zealouslly  laboured 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  without  any  other  oqject  than  to  secure  the 
Mrelfaie  and  prosperity  of  the  colony,  ever  anxious  as  I  am  to  prove  myself 
worthy  of  your  Lordship's  confidence,  and  earnest  in  my  e£Bacts  to  promote 
tiie  oreditand  honour  of  the  country. 

-  St4.  1  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that,  if  I, really  felt  that  I. had  committed  an 
Qxror,  Ishould  candidly  avow  it  to  your  Lordship,  fiuf^  as  I  feel  confidentin 
the  ^ropiiety 'Of  the  course  which  I  have  pursued,  with  the  full  concurrence  of 
my  Executive  Council,  I  trust  that  it  will  likewise  be  supported  by  the.full.and 
miramwed  aiqproval  of  your  Lordship. 

Ihave^  &C., 
The  Bight  Hen.  Earl  Giey.  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c      &C.      kc 


(No.  206.)  No.  42.  No.  42. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torbington  to 

Earl  Gket. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo,  November  15,  1848. 
Mt  LmtD,  {Beeeived  December  26,  1848.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  a  letter  addressed  to  your  Lordship  by 

the  Lord  Bishop  of  Colombo,  the  purport  of  whioh  is  to  place  before  you,  in 
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CEYLON.  detail,  the  objections  which  he  entertains  to  the  exemption  of  Buddhist  priests 
from  the  obligations  imposed  by  the  Road  Ordinance^  from  which  they  have 
been  relieved  by  the  insertion  of  a  clause  to  that  effect  in  the  Ordinance 
No.  14,  transmitted  by  this  mail 

2.  In  my  Despatch  No.  202,*  I  have  already  taken  occasion*  in  commenting 
upon  the  objects  of  the  new  Ordinance,  to  remark  upon  the  particular  clause  to 

♦  Page  268.  which  the  Lord  Bishop  objects,  but  I  have  there  treated  it  purely  as  a  prac- 
tical question.  I  stated  that  as  the  Buddhist  priest  is  disqualified  by  the 
nature  of  his  vows  from  possessing  money,  and  also  from  performing  t¥m»iim1 
labour,  and  as  the  attempt  to  compel  him  by  law  to  do  either  the  one  or  the  other 
was  calculated  to  lead  to  grave  consequences,  by  giving  him  a  handle  for  misre- 
presenting the  intentions  of  the  Government,  it  was  both  equitable  and  expedient 
that  he  should  be  relieved  from  that  obligation. 

3.  Nor  is  this  the  first  instance  in  which  special  exemption  has  been  made 
with  regard  to  Buddhists  in  this  island,  for  it  will  occur  to  your  Lordship  that 
the  Temple  property  has  been  expressly  exempted  from  all  taxation  whatever, 
and  even  the  services  which  the  Temple  tenants  were  formerly  obliged  to 
render  to  the  Crown  in  lieu  of  other  contributions  were  abolished  in  1832. 

4.  But  since  the  Lord  Bishop  has  taken  up  the  question  upon  purely  religious 
grounds,  I  hasten  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  in  no  one  point  of  view  has  it 
been  so  regarded  by  the  Government ;  the  exemption  was  given  to  Buddhist 
priests  not  as  priests  of  a  religious  order,  but  as  professed  mendicants,  whose 
vow  of  absolute  poverty  it  was  practically  necessary  to  respect  The  exemption 
was  not  given  to  other  priests  of  other  non-christian  professions,  as  Mahon[i- 
edans,  for  instance,  because  they  are  not  mendicants  by  obligation,  or  incapable 
of  manual  labour,  while  the  Buddhist  priests  are  prohibited  from  even  turning 
up  the  soil.  By  the  treaty  of  1815  we  are  bound  to  protect  the  Buddhist 
ministers,  and  support  their  privileges,  and  we  could  scarcely  compel  them  by 
law  to  do  that  which  they  are  prohibited  from  doing  by  their  religion. 

6.  It  is  necessary  that  I  should  remark  that  the  ministers  of  other  Christian 
denominations  have  not  united  with  the  Lord  Bishop  in  the  view  which  he  has 
taken.  The  Roman  Catholics,  who  are  by  far  the  most  numerous  body  of 
Christians  in  the  island,  who  number  among  them  many  missionaries  bound  by 
vows  of  poverty  and  humiliation,  have  made  no  representations  to  me  upon  the 
subject,  neither  have  the  Wesleyans,  or  the  Ministers  of  the  Scotch  Church. 
Indeed,  I  have  some  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  not  anxious  to  participate 
in  the  exemption  of  the  Buddhist  priests,  because  they  do  not  desire  to  be 
classed  with  them  in  the  same  legislative  enactment. 

6.  But  whatever  conclusion  might  be  arrived  at  with  r^ard  to  the  propriety 
or  the  expediency  of  not  compelling  the  Buddhist  priests  to  work  or  to  pay,  I 
venture  to  submit  that  it  is  now  too  late  to  revert  to  the  attempt  to  force  it 
upon  them ;  they  have  petitioned  for  exemption,  and  they  have  been  led  to 
expect  that  it  will  be  accorded.  I  confess  that  I  should  deeply  regret  to  be 
obliged  to  announce  to  them  the  disappointment  of  that  expectation.  Serious 
difficulties  might  be  the  result 

7.  Neither  do  I  think  that  we  are  at  present  in  a  position  to  be  able  to  exact 
from  the  Temple  tenants  any  payment  by  way  of  commutation  for  the  priests. 
The  question  of  taxing  Temple  lands,  or  exacting  new  contributions  from 
Temple  tenants,  is  one  of  too  extensive  and  serious  a  nature  to  admit  of  its 
being  incidentally  treated  in  the  mere  details  of  a  Road  Ordinance.  I  should 
be  sorry  to  have  to  jeopardize  the  successful  working  of  so  important  a  measure 
by  introducing  into  it  matter  so  foreign  to  its  legitimate  scope. 

8.  I  yield  to  none  in  my  desire  to  give  every  support  and  encouragement  to 
the  nainisters  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  to  strengthen  them  in  thieir  difficult 
task  of  enlightening  the  heathen  population  of  this  island.  If  I  could  perceive 
that  the  operation  of  the  9th  Clause  of  the  Ordinance  would  be  calculated  to 
impede  their  efforts,  or  retard  their  success,  I  should  on  no  account  have  ven- 
tured to  give  my  assent  to  such  an  enactment;  but  I  am  unable  to  perceive  in 
what  manner  the  fears  of  the  Lord  Bishop  could  be  realized,  that  the  exemption 
of  the  Buddhist  priests  might  be  represented  to  their  followers  "  as  a  distinc- 
tive tribute  to  the  excellence  of  their  religion."  I  am  not  aware  that  the 
Buddhist  priests  openly  discuss  the  comparative  merits  of  their  own,  or  any 
other  system ;  their  religion  is  essentially  apathetic ;  they  make  no  efforts  to 
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convert  others  to  their  own  views,  but  they  are  well  inclined  to  resist  the        cbylon. 
attempts  of  others  to  depress  their  position. 

9.  But  if  we  are  unable  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  exempting  the  priests,  it 
has  been  proposed  by  the  Lord  Bishop  that  we  should  extend  that  exemption 
to  all  ministers  of  the  Christian  religion.  It  must  be  evident  that  if  this 
suggestion  were  acceded  to,  a  similar  exemption  could  not  be  refused  to 
ministers  of  religion  of  every  denomination,  whether  heathen  or  Christian. 
The  Mahomedans  and  the  Brahmins  would  have  a  similar  claim  for  indulgence, 
and  missionary  teachers,  catechists,  and  even  schoolmasters,  could  scarcely  be 
refused.  The  Bishop  only  estimated  the  number  of  individuals  who  would 
claim  exemption  at  about  100,  but  I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  among  Roman 
Catholics  alone,  a  large  number  of  persons  might  claim  exemption ;  and  he  has 
altogether  omitted  from  his  calculation  the  priests  of  different  heathen  profes- 
sions. 

10.  It  was  not  without  regret  that  I  foimd  it  necessary  to  make  an  exemption 
on  behalf  of  any  class  of  the  inhabitants,  for  one  of  the  great  recommendations 
of  the  Road  Ordinance,  as  originally  framed,  was  the  universality  of  its 
application  to  every  person  resident  in  the  island.  But  if  we  are  now  still 
feribherto  extend  the  exemptions,  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  difficult  to  say 
where  they  would  end.  The  loss  to  be  incurred  would  be  far  less  important 
than  the  difficulty  and  inconvenience  of  perpetually  opening  up  the  c[uestion  of 
exeniption  anew. 

11.  In  stating  the  objections  which  I  conceive  to  apply  to  both  of  the 
propositions  of  the  Lord  Bishop,  I  have  felt  boimd  to  give  that  consideration  to 
the  views  which  his  position  and  ability  demand,  but  at  the  same  time  I  cannot 
refrain  from  observing  that  ministers  of  the  Christian  religion,  labouring  among 
a  heathen  population,  appear  to  me  to  be  sometimes  led  away  by  their  zeal  and 
over-anxiety  for  the  success  of  their  exertions,  to  lose  sight  of  the  difficulties 
which  have  to  be  encoimtered  by  a  Government  desirous  of  fulfilling  its  many 
obligations  towards  all  classes  of  the  people. 

I  have,  &c.. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  42.  End.  in  No.  42. 

Mt  Lord,  Colombo,  Ceylon,  November  13,  1848. 

Having  no  more  legitimate  mode  of  bringing  my  opinion  on  any  points  affecting  the 
reKgious  condition  of  this  colony,  before  your  Lordship,  I  am  compelled  thus  formally  to 
express  to  your  Lordship  my  unfeigned  sorrow  that,  in  an  Ordinance  which  has  just  passed  the 
Legislative  Council,  entitled  **  An  Ordinance  to  Alter  in  certain  respects,  the  Ordinance 
No.  8, 1848,  &:c."  a  clause  (No.  9)  has  been  introduced,  exempting  all  Buddhist  priests  from 
the  labour  required  under  that  Ordinance,  and  from  all  payments  in  commutation  of  such 
labour,  on  the  ground  that  the  tenets  of  "  Buddhism  prohibit  the  priests  of  that  religion  perform- 
ing labour  of  the  description  contemplated,  and  forbid  to  such  priests  the  acquisition  of  money 
or  other  property,"  while  the  like  exemption  is  not  granted  to  Christian  ministers. 

Admitting  even  that,  to  a  statesman,  such  an  exemption  may  on  political  grounds  seem  ex- 
pedient, as  far  as  regards  the  Buddhist  jpriests  (though  not  at  all  assenting  to  this  opinion)  I 
would  press  eamestly^  upon  your  Lorc^hip  the  conclusion  which  follows,  that  on  religious 
grounds  the  same  immunity  should  be  extended  to  Christian  ministers. 

1.  Because  the  British  Government,  having  only  last  year  so  solemnly  disavowed  and 
formally  discontinued  all  connexion  with  the  Buddhist  religion^  it  is  neither  equitable  nor  con- 
sistent now  to  exclude  Christian  ministers  from  privileges  granted  to  Buddhist  priests. 

2.  Because  the  exemption  being  granted  only  to  priests,  as  spiritual  persons^  and  to  none 
other,  it  cannot  be  treated  as  a  merely  political  question,  or  divested  of  a  religious  bearing.  If 
therefore,  political  reasons  require  the  exemption  of  one  class,  religious  principles  requires 
the  same  for  the  other. 

3.  Because  the  exemption  being  shared  by  Buddhist  priests  with  his  Excellency  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Governor  alone,  as  the  representative  of  Her  Majesty,  and  Her  Majesty's 
troops,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  considered  by  them  and  their  followers  as  a  high  and  distinc- 
tive tribute  to  the  excellence  of  their  religion, 

4*  Because  so  honorary  a  privilege  will,  for  its  own  sake,  be  greatly  esteemed  by  a  people 
wholly  uneducated  and  incapable  of  discriminating  between  truth  and  error,  and  will  not  fail 
to  be  used  by  a  designing  priesthood  for  the  purpose  of  upholding  their  own  false 
systexn. 

5-  Because  such  an  impression  on  the  native  mind  cannot  but  be  most  prejudicial  to  the 
cause  of  Christianify,  and  must  act  as  a  positive  discouragement  and  hindrance  to  all  Mis- 
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.CCYLON.  eionary  efforts  for  the  dlfTusion  of  truih>  and  for  (be  enlightancneiit  and  real  iinprovemeat 
of  the  Singhalese  people. 

6.  Because  a  (Jhristian  government  in  its  unrestricted  and  equal  toleration  of  all  religious 
opinions  cannot  confer  special  immunities  on  the  professors  of  a  lalse  creed  without  dis- 
paraging those  of  the  true  religion. 

Were  I  disposed  to  object  to  the  measure  on  any  other  than  purely  religiotis  grounds^  I 
inigbt  urge. 

Tbat^  in  a  financial  point  of  view  the  pecuniary  gain  to  Grovemment  must  be  b^Moth  con- 
sideration when  so  important  a  principle  is  at  stake.  The  'whole  number  of  Christian  roiniston 
of  every  denomination  in  the  island,  European^  Native^  and  American,  by  the  last  published 
return^  does  not  exceed  100.  The  annual  payment  of  3^.  each  would  amount  to  an  annual 
agcpregate  of  15/. 

I  might  ui^e,  too,  the  well-known  fact  to  which  the  records  of -many  Courts  of  Law  in  the 
island  will  bear  testimony^  that  whatever  may  be  the  prqfemed  tenets  of  Buddhism,  the  priests 
not  only  inherit<and  possess  property^  but  claim)  as  aubject^^  the  protecticm  of  the  law  for  iIb 
possession. 

Whether  the  property  so  claimed  be  of  corporate  or  personal  temise  there  can  be  no 
injustice  in  requiring  that  the  property  itself  should  contribute  towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
Government,  which  protects  its  possessors  in  their  rights. 

But  I  forbear  altogether  from  the  use  of  such  ai^uments,  further  than  in  illustration  of  the 
real  merits  of  the  case.  The  single  ground  of  my  appeal  is  the  religious  tendency  of  the  mea- 
sure. No  conscientious  scruple  or  political  objection  is  uiiged;  no  professional  jealousy  is  fislt, 
no  private  or  personal  feehng  is  entertained.  As  the  ariffinal  Ordinance  stood,  the  Clorggr 
willingly  acquiesced  in  the  pecuniary  payment,  and  do  so  still ;  but  the  amendment  just  passed 
having  introduced  into  it  an  element  of  a  directly  religious  character,  I  am  unaJ3le  to  suppress 
my  conviction,  that  its  provision  is  one  as  irreconcilable  with  the  .principle  of  sound  legislation 
as  repugnant  to  those  of  true  Christian  faith. 

I  need  not  press  upon  your  Lordship  the  obvious  and  great  necessity  on  the  part  of  our 
Tulers  of  extreme  caution  in  legislating  for  an  illiterate  and  superstitious  pcojde  lest  any  mesb- 
sure  be  adopted  which  may  even  seem  or  be  so  perverted  as  to  give  direct  oottBtenanoe  to  a 
system  of  religious  falsehood,  believing  as  the  Singhalese  Buddhist  does,  the  mvstenous  bimI 
inherent  sanctity  of  his  religion  to  be  such  that  the  British  power,  though  invincible  in  arm^ 
is  feeble  and  futile  for  its  overthrow,  and  interpreting  therefore  all  its  acts  as  an  involuntary 
homage  to  the  superiority  of  his  own  faith. 

I  appeal,  therefore,  with  confidence  to  the  Imperial  Ghyvemment  of  Gh!«at  Britain,  as  a 
Christian  country  in  which  the  true  principles  of  toleration  are  not  only  understood  but  carried 
out;  and  where  it  is  not  a  mere  profession  or  conventional  form>  but  a  gnsat  pnactioal  princ^de 
exemplified  every  day;  and  I  intreat  your  Lordship,  for  the  sake  of  truth  and  (mr  comnxm 
fitith,  not  to  sanction  the  enactment  as  it  at  present  stands,  lest  you  give  the  entire  native 
population  of  Ceylon  reason  to  think  the  British  Government  indifferent  to  the  holy  cause 
of  Christianity. 

Should  it,  for  political  reasons,  be  thought  necessary  (which,  however,  I  do  not  either  in 
principle  or  opinion  admit)  to  confer  civil  immunities  or  privileges  of  any  kind  on  Buddhist 
priests,  I  entreat  that  the  Christian  clergy  may  look  for  an  equal  measure  of  OMmdtrafltMi 
from  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

I  should  not  press  this  important  matter  so  earnestly  on  your  .Lordship  if  I  did  not  cealhr 
believe  the  cause  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  the  prospective  dissemination  of  Divine  trutn 
among  an  unconverted  and  uneducated  people  to  be  seriously  jeopardized  by  this  enactnaent. 

I  have,  &c^. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  J.  CoLoatsa 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


No.  43.         (No.  217.)  No.  43. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscoxmr  Tobrinotow  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Quel's  House^  Golomlbo^  December  5,  1648. 
My  Lord,  (Received  January  24,  1848.) 

1.  Ik  my  Deq^rtoh  (No.  184)  of  the  HUi  October,  I  reported  to  year 
'Lordship  tlmt  tl^  pretended  king  had  be^i  captured  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Kandy,  and  that  the  insurrection  had  altogether  subsided. 

2.  I  have  now  the  honour  to  state  that  the  individual  above  alluded  to,  by 
name  Gongalagodde  Banda,  was  brought  to  trial  before  the  Supremue  Courts  on 
the  27th  ultuno,  upon  the  charge  of  Ingh  treason,  to  which  he  pleaded  guilty, 
and  a  <verdiot  was  returned  accordingly. 

3.  In  transmittmg  to  me  the  proceedings  upon  this  trial,  and  the  exemplifica- 
tion of  the  sentence  of  death,  the  learned  Judge  accompanied  it  with  his 
r^ommendation  that  it  should  be  commuted  to  some  lesser  punishment,  but 
without  furnishing  me  with  the  grounds  upon  which  he  founded  ths^  recom- 
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mendation  further  dian  by  ibrwardiog  to  me  a  written  statement  which  wa»        cctlon. 
read  by  the  prisoner  in  Court. 

4.  I  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  translation  of  that  statement,  although  it 
contains  little  information  either  valuable  in  itself  or  exculpatory  of  the  pri- 
soner s  behaviour.  It  k  in  some  respects  at  variance  with  the  statements  mad& 
by  him  immediately  after  his  capture,  and  the  evident  design  of  his  present 
confession  is  to  attribute  to  the  apprehended  imposition  of  not  less  than  32  new^ 
taxes  (ftnr  which  I  need  not  say  tfiere  was  no  foimdation),  tiie  whole  rising  of 
tfce  people,  whose  unwilling  instrument  he  admits  himself  to  have  been.  He 
does  not,  however,  deny  that  certain  chiefs  and.  priests,  who  are  indeed  men- 
tioned in  his  statement,  were  active  agents  in  the  movement 

5.  As  there  was.  no  opportunity  of  eliciting  in  cross-examination  upon  this* 
trial  any  useful  or  interesting  information  respecting  the  recent  rebellion,  it  w« 
imposBsible  to  obtain  that  fuller  explanation  of  the  real  part  which  the  prisoner 
had  played,  and  that  more  complete  development  of  tire  plans  and  intentions  of 
the  more  influential  leaders  with  which  I  had  hoped  to  have  been  furnished ; 
but  so  much  has  been  already  communicated  to  your  Lordship  upon  this  subject 
in  my  former  Despatches,  the  correctness  of  which  I  have  seen  no  reason  to- 
doubt,  that  I  feel  the  less  r^^ret  at  being  unable  tto  supply  any  more  extensive* 
infbrmatioH  upon  the  present  occa^on. 

6.  I  have  reason,  however,  to  think  tJiat  the  endeavour  to  asagn  tb  the  fear' 
of  taxation  the  whole  origin  of  the  recent  outbreak  at  Kandy  was  suggested  to 
the  prisoner  since  his  capture.  The  attempted  insurrections  of  1822,  1835,  and 
1843,  were  never  sought  to  be  accounted  for  upon  such  a  ground;  and  I  am 
persuaded  that  whatever  influence  the  fear  of  taxation  may  have  exercised  upon 
the  minds  of  the  people  upon  the  recent  occasion,  the  real  origin  of  the  move- 
ment must  be  traced  back  to  a  much  older  and  more  exciting  cause,  viz.,  the 
long  standing  disaffection  of  the  chiefs  and  priests,  ever  waiting  for  an  occasion 
for  its  development,  ever  watchful  to  misrepresent  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  always  ready  to  midead  the  people  to  their  own  wrong. 

7.  After  carefully  weighing  the  recommendation  of  the  Judge  for  mercy,  I 
have  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  under  the  circumstances  stated  it  would  be 
expedient  not  to  carry  the  sentence  of  death  into  execution.  The  dread  of 
transportation  among  the  natives  is  almost  greater  than  that  of  death.  It  is 
my  intention  that  the  sentence  shall  be  commuted  to  transportation  for  life ; 
and  by  way  of  making  a.  more  lasting  impression  upon  the  minds  of  the  Kan- 
dians,  I  propose  that  their  pretended  king  shall  receive  a  severe  public  flowing 
at  Kandy  preparatory  to  his  transportation. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Right  Hon  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.,        &c.»        &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  43.  End.  in  No  43. 

(Translation.) 

I,  Gongalagodft  Banda,  prostrating  myself  before  thist  high'  tribunsd,  and  making  my 
obeisance  one  million  times,  most  humbly  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  judge  who  presides  over 
the  administration  of  justice  in  the  Supreme  Court  the  following  circumstanees,  viz;  :— 

In  consequence  of  some  disagreement  at  our  house  at  (xongalagoda,  in  Qoduneuvere,  I  was 
induced  to  go  and  live  with  the  elder  sister  of  my  father-in-law,  who  lives  at  Cadaewela,  in 
Matele,  and  whilst  living  there,  persons  who  were  in  office  acquainted  the  poor  people  that 
Mr.  BuUer  had  established  thirty* two  taxes,  on  whidi  account  the  people  of  the- four  proi^nces 
foni^  themselves  into  a  rebellion. 

At  this  time  I  was  living  at  Matelle,  and  it  is  true  that  one  Dingiralle,  of  Hlingoorankett^ 
and  the  people  of  Matelle  collected  themselves  together,  having  imposed  upon  me  by.  false  and 
fraudulent  stories,  misled  me  and  went  with  me  to  Dambool,  where  the  following  persons, 
namely,  Lenadora  Aratchille,  Pallegawa  Aratchille,  the  priest  Giranagama  Unnanse,  EUe- 
faerra  Corale,,  Aratchille,  of  the  same  place,  Cottuwegedere  Mohandirame,  WarapiHa  Coo* 
nmnmadoowe  Lehamralle,  Ettipola  Banda,  of  the  same  village,  Bowatte  Hollapelle  Cawralle, 
Qolfiuwela  Kuy  Bitnda,  Capuralle,  of  the  same  vilUge,  Batteralle  of  the  same  village,  Neyare-^ 
pda  Odeharame,  of  Gadoowela,  Badalmohandirama,  of  the  same  village,  Melpitir?e  CoralB, 
and  all  others  of  Ms^Ue  (having  conspired  together),  presented  to  Lenadora  Aratchille  three 
doths,  one  jacket,  and  a  silk  cloth  to  be  used  as  a  turban,  and  requested  him  to  dress  me  with 
the  same  (which  being  done),  they  then  procured  a  palanquin  and  nominated  me  as  their  head, 
notwithstanding  my  refusal,  and  conducted  me  from  Dambool  to  the  estate  of  Wariapola. 

The  people  attempted  and  wanted  to  set  fire  to  the  Tappal  stations  between  Dambool  and 
Gongawela,  to  destroy  the  people  therein  living,  and  to  plunder,  but  I  did  not  allow  them  to 
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commit  those  wron^ul  acts ;  but  those  people  came  foremost  to  Gongawela  and  plundered  the 
property  there.  I  hastened  after  them,  and  directing  them  not  to  plunder  property,  flogged 
them  with  fire  rattans  until  they  were  smashed  to  pieces;  but  seeing  that  they  could  not 
thereby  be  prevented,  I  cut  two  men  in  their  hands  with  a  sword,  which  put  a  stop  to  it  The 
people  likewise  wanted  to  destroy  the  houses,  the  Court-house,  the  Cutcherry,  and  the  people, 
but  I  allowed  no  opportunity  for  carrying  those  intentions  into  effect  I  was  requested  by 
them  to  come  to  Kandy,  but  I  refused,  saying,  *'  You  have  acted  according  to  your  own  will 
without  listening  to  what  I  said,  that  no  injury  should  be  done  to  any  one/*  Saym^so,  I  went 
to  the  estate  of  Wariapola.  A  gentleman  was  then  brought  there  by  them  whom  they  wanted 
to  kill,  but  I  saved  him  and  did  not  permit  him  to  be  killed.  Having  conae  to  know  that  in 
consequence  of  my  having  prevented  them  from  committing  all  these  aggressions,  and  chastized 
the  people  of  their  own  party,  and  thereby  prevented  the  plunder,  tl^t  they  intended  to  take 
away  my  own  Ufe,  and  conspired  together  to  constitute  some  one  else  as  their  head,  I  deserted 
them.  Tliis  is  all  the  offence  or  wrong  I  have  committed.  Both  your  Lordship's  soul  and  my 
own  were  created  by  one  God.  Your  Lordship  is  a  supreme  being  over  this  island.  Your 
Lordship's  soul  and  mine  will  have  to  communicate  with  each  other  before  God.  I  thererore 
implore,  in  the  name  of  the  God  who  created  your  Lordship,  in  the  name  of  his  doctrines,  in 
the  name  of  her  Majesty,  in  the  name  of  her  Crown,  in  the  name  of  all  the  churdies  established 
in  different  countries  subject  to  British  dominion,  in  the  name  of  the  priests  who  officiate  therein, 
in  the  name  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Colombo,  in  the  name  of  your  Lordship's 
royal  father  and  royal  mother,  and  in  your  Lordship's  own  name,  that  I  may  be  pardoned  for 
the  said  offence  or  wrong,  and  that  I  may  be  discharged  for  the  sake  of  charity. 

Besides  this,  having  got  money  from  my  father-in-law,  Gongalagoda  Menickrale,  I  bought 
buffaloes  for  him ;  these  buffaloes,  together  with  his  household  property,  were  taken  by  Govern- 
ment, and  his  house  set  on  fire :  I  pray  that  the  same  may  be  restored  to  him. 

Kandy,  December  1,  1848.  (Signed)  Gongalagoda  Band  a. 

Translated  by  me, 

(Signedjf  D.  A.  DeAluris, 

First  Interpreter  and  Translator  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

A  true  copy, 

J.  E.  M.  Tennbnt. 


No.  44.  (No.  219.) 


No.  44. 


•  Page  293. 


Clause  5  of  Ordi: 
nance,  Nq.  14  of 
1848. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrinoton  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo,  December  8,  1848. 
My  Lord,  {Received  January  24,  1849.) 

With  my  Despatch,  No,  206,*  of  the  15th  November,  I  transmitted  to 
your  Lordship  a  letter  from  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Colombo,  relative  to  the 
exemption  of  the  Buddhist  priests  from  the  obligations  imposed  upon  all  other 
classes  of  the  inhabitants  by  the  Road  Ordinance,  and  I  submitted  to  your 
Lordship  the  grounds  upon  which  I  felt  unable  to  recommend  compliance  with 
the  Bishop's  suggestion,  that  the  exemption  should  be  extended  to  ministers  l 
of  the  Christian  religion. 

2.  I  have  now  the  honour  to  forward,  at  the  Bishop's  request,  a  second  letter 
addressed  to  your  Lordship,  in  which  the  plan  suggested  by  him  in  his  former 
letter  is  somewhat  modified,  although  the  object  of  it  remains  the  same. 

3.  His  Lordship  now  proposes,  not  that  the  exemption  shall  be  extended  to 
all  Christian  ministers,  but  that  inasmuch  as  there  is  a  clause  in  the  Ordinance, 
which  provides  that  parties  may  perform  the  required  labour  by  substitute^  the 
Buddhist  priests  shall  be  compelled  to  take  advantage  of  that  clause,  and 
provide  substitutes  to  do  the  labour  for  them ;  and  his  Lordship  further  sug- 
gests, that  the  "ample  endowments  of  the  temples  in  land  will  supply  the 
means  for  this  substitution  of  labour.** 

4.  With  great  submission  I  feel  it  my  duty  again  to  dissent  from  this  pro- 
posal, because  however  true  it  might  be  in  the  abstract,  that  the  value  of  the 
annual  produce  of  the  temple  lands  might  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses 
which  would  be  incurred  by  providing  substitutes,  I  should  be  very  imwilling 
to  enter  prematurely  into  the  question  of  taxing  the  temple  lands  (for  it  woula 
amount  to  that),  which  by  treaty  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  and  by  practice 
in  all,  have  hitherto  been  entirely  exempted  from  taxation. 

5.  It  is  true  that  the  temple  tenants  are  still  obliged  to  perform  gratuitous 
services  for  temple  purposes ;  in  fact,  compulsory  labour  was  retained  for  the 
cultivation  of  temple  lands,  when  it  was  abolished  in  1832  for  all  public  pur- 
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poses.     I  cannot  suppose,  therefore,  that  the  Lord  Bishop  would  now  propose        crylon. 

to  compel  the  temple  tenants  and  servants  to  work  upon  the  public  roads  as 

substitutes  for  the  priests,  to  whom  they  are  only  bound  to  render  services  for 

the  cultivation  of  their  lands,  and  for  the  performance  of  religious  ceremonies. 

In  reality  the  present  proposition  of  the  Lord  Bishop  varies  from  his  former 

one  rather  in  name  than  in  fact ;  for  if  it  were  sought  to  compel  the  Buddhist 

priest  to  contribute  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  temple  lands  for  the  payment  of 

a  hired  substitute,  it  would  have  precisely  the  same  effect  as  compelling  him 

to  pay  the  amount  of  his  commutation  to  the  Road  Committee,  which  he  states 

that  he  is  unable  to  do. 

6.  The  Lord  Bishop  next  proceeds  to  submit  to  your  Lordship  a  third  pro- 
position, which  has  not  before  been  advanced  during  all  the  discussions  upon 
the  Road  Ordinance,  either  in  the  last  or  in  the  present  Session  of  the  Council. 
His  argument  stands  upon  what  is  to  me  a  somewhat  novel  proposition,  and 
may  be  thus  stated,  viz.,  that  by  common  law  of  England,  the  State  is  not  em- 
powered to  exact  any  civil  duties  from  spiritual  persons,  and  as  an  instance 
that  the  clergy  are  in  fact  exempted  even  from  serving  on  the  jury  panel ;  but 
to  demand  from  spiritual  persons  the  performance  of  labour,  would  be  to  exact 
from  them  a  civil  duty,  which  he  assumes  to  be  unlawful ;  hence  it  must  be 
equally  unlawful  to  impose  upon  them  the  payment  of  commutation  for  labour, 
which  cannot  lawfully  be  demanded.  I  confess  myself  quite  unable  to  deal 
with  such  an  argument. 

7.  Finally,  the  Lord  Bishop  submits  to  your  Lordship,  that  the  *'  cause  of 
**  true  Christianity  is  deeply  involved  in  this  question,  and  that  the  minds  of 
**  the  uneducated  natives  cannot  fail  to  be  influenced  by  it ;"  and  he  concludes 
by  stating  his  intention  to  "  seek  the  counsel  of  the  spiritual  rulers  of  the 
"  Church,  least  by  tacit  concurrence  he  should  seem  to  aid  in  exalting  (as  he 
"  supposes)  an  atheistic  and  idolatrous  priesthood  above  the  apostolic  ministry 
"  of  the  gospel  of  Christ." 

I  have,  &c., 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  44.  End.  in  No.  44, 

My  Lord,  Colombo,  Ceylon,  November  28,  1848. 

So  important  an  amendment  was  introduced  at  a  late  stage  into  the  Ordinance  which 
has  just  passed  the  Legislative  Council  of  this  colony,  exempting  all  Buddhist  priests  both  from 
the  required  labour  and  payment  in  commutation  thereof,  without  extending  the  same  immunity 
to  Christian  ministers,  that  I  feel  constrained,  though  reluctantly,  to  intrude  again  6n  your 
LfOrdships  attention. 

The  amendment,  which  was  made  public  too  late  to  be  embodied  in  my  last  letter  to  your 
Lordship,  enacts  the*  prescribed  amount  of  labour,  &c. : — 

**  Provided  always,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  perform  labour,  when  required, 
by  substitute,"  omitting  the  words  *'  who  shall  have  elected  to  perform  labour  in  person,'* 
which  neither  Christian  minister  nor  Buddhist  priest  could  do. 

Under  the  Ordinance,  therefore,  as  it  is  now  presented  to  your  Lordship  for  the  final  sanc- 
tion of  Her  Majesty,  the  alternative  is  not  between  personal  labour  and  pecuniary  payment 
alone,  but  of  such  service  as  Buddhist  priests,  in  common  with  Christian  ministers,  can  discharge 
by  deputy.  The  ample  endowments  of  many  of  the  temples  in  land  (most  sure  to  be  benefited 
by  the  very  improvements  for  which  the  tax  is  levied)  will  supply  the  means  for  this  substitution 
of  labour.  The  ground  of  our  Christian  claim  is  thus  strengthened  in  a  tenfold  degree,  inas- 
much as  no  exemption  at  all  is,  strictly  speaking,  any  longer  necessary  either  on  religious  or 
political  grounds,  the  alleged  conscientious  scruples  of  those  who  plead  personal  inability 
having  been  removed  by  the  admission  of  substituted  labour  under  this  amendment  of  the 
original  Ordinance.  But  if,  my  Lord,  political  expediency  (of  which  others  are  the  responsible 
judges)  dictates  concession  to  the  Buddhist  priest  on  the  one  hand,  I  feel  persuaded  that,  to  a 
Christian  statesman  I  shall  not  seem  to  take  too  high  a  ground,  or  make  any  undue  claim,  if  I 
seek  at  least  an  equal  immunity  for  the  Christian  minister  on  the  other. 

Your  Lordship  will  bear  with  me  while  I  urge,  moreover,  that  by  the  common  law  of 
England  the  State  is  not  empowered  to  exact,  nor  does  it  in  practice  require,  any  civil  duties  of 
whatever  kind  from  spiritual  persons,  even  such  services  as  they  are  by  education  most  compe- 
tent to  perform,  like  these  of  the  jury  panel,  and  which  involve  no  degradation  of  their  minis- 
terial calling.  To  impose,  therefore,  as  this  enactment  does,  a  payment  on  the  clergy  in 
commutation  for  labour,  when  the  labour  itself  cannot  lawfully  be  required  from  them  as  spi- 
ritual persons,  is  in  principle  unjust,  and  in  its  proposed  application  most  parfial. 

Practicallv,  my  Lord^  this  is  a  measure  of  far  more  grave  importance  than,  theoretically,  it 

"•        2  R 


Digitized  by 


Google 


300  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

CBYLON.         may  9e€m  to  be :  it  invokes  deeply  the  cause  of  true  Christiflaiity,  and  the  relijsioitt  improv<e<» 

ment  of  this  colony.     It  cannot  fail  to  influence  greatly  the  uneducated  miadg  of  a  superstitioas 

people.  Such  is  my  sincere  conviction,  neither  unadvisedly  nor  hastily  formed.  Your  Lord- 
ship will  allow  me,  therefore,  to  seek  the  counsel  and  assistance  of  the  spiritual  rulers  of  the 
church,  not  from  any  misgiving  as  to  your  own  final  decision^  but  in  discharge  of  that  respon- 
sibility which  must  rest  with  myself  if,  by  a  tacit  concurrence,  I  shoikld  at  all  aid  the  Christian 
government  of  this  colony  in  exalting  an  atheistic  yet  idolatrous  prieartbood  above  the  apestcdic 
ministry  of  the  gospel  of  Christ, 

I  have,  Ac.^ 

The  Right  Hon.  Karl  Grey,  (Signed)  J.  Colombo. 

&c.         &c.         &:c. 


No.  45.  (No.  222.)  No.  45. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House^  Colombo,  December  11,  1848. 
My  Lord,  (Received  Janucen/  24,  1849.) 

1.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  copy  of  an  address 
presented  to  me  by  the  native  merchants  and  shopkeepers  of  Colombo,  s^ed  by 
326  individuals,  expressing  their  satisfaction  and  gratitude  at  the  steps  which  I 
have  recommended  for  relieving  them  from  the  paymieirt  of  the  tax  of  IL 
per  annum,  which  was  leviable  upon  the  occupiers  of  all  shops  of  the  aimual 
rental  of  51  and  upwards,  by  the  Ordinance  No.  5  of  1848.  A  Bill  for  the 
repeal  of  that  Ordinance  is  already  before  the  Council,  and  will  be  passed 
immediately. 

2.  I  likewise  tmnsmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  the  reply  which  I  made 
to  t^e  dentation  who  waited  upon  me  with  the  address  headed  by  one  of  the 
most  influential  Parsee  merchants  of  the  place.  They  appear  to  have  been 
much  gratified  both  with  their  reception  and  with  the  tone  of  my  reply,  to 
which  I  would  b^  to  request  your  Lordship's  attention,  as  it  will  indicate  the 
true  spirit  with  which  I  have  been  actuated,  and  the  absence  of  all  misunder- 
No.  203,  page  290.  standing  with  r^ard  to  it,  on  the  part  of  the  native  traders.  In  my  Despatches, 
No.  221,  page  301.  noted  in  the  margin,  I  have  already  touched  upon  the  groimds  which  induced 
me  to  repeal  the  Ordinance  referred  to,  and  your  Lordship  will  be  gratified  to 
learn  that  the  motives  which  have  influenced  me  have  been  rightly  appre- 
ciated. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c        &c. 


End.  1  in  No.  45.  Enclosure  1  in  No.  45. 

To  his  Excellency  Lord  Viscount  Torringtok,  Governor  of  Ceylon  and  its  Depend«icies^ 

&c.,  &c.,  &c. 

The  undersigned  merchants  and  shopkeepers  who  some  time  since  petitioned  your 
Lordship  for  the  abrogation  of  the  tax  which  was  imposed  on  shops  and  boutiques,  now  beg 
leave  to  express  their  grateful  thanks  to  your  Lordship  for  having  abolished  that  tax. 

They  beff  further  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  they  will  ever  remember  with  satisfaction 
and  gratitude  this  generous  act  of  your  Lordship,  and  that  for  your  Lordship's  happiness  and 
prosperity  here  and  hereafter,  they  will  never  cease  to  pray. 

Colombo,  December  4,  1848. 

A  true  Copy. 

J.  Emerson  Tenneitt. 


EnoL  2  in  No.  45. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  45. 


Bbplt  of  his  Excellency  the  Grovemor  to  the  Address  from  the  Native  Merchants  and 
Shopkeepers  of  Colombo,  presented  December  7,  1848. 
Gentlemen, 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  receive  from  you  the  address  which  you  have  just  pre- 
sented to  me :  I  am  gratified  to  find  that  you  have  rightly  appreciated  the  good  intentions  of 
my  Government  in  relieving  you  from  the  payment  <rf  the  tax  which  was  not  long^  ago  imposed 
upon  the  owners  of  shops  of  a  certain  annual  rental  in  the  principal  towns  of  the  island. 

You  will  remember  that  on  a  former  occasion  when  you  waited  on  me,  I  assured  you  of  my 
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readiness  at  all  times  ta  listen  to  your  reasonable  representations  when  made  to  me  in  a         CBYLOH. 
becoming  manner  and  at  a  fitting  opportunity,  however  desirous  I  may  have  been  at  that  time  """^ 

to  listen  favourably  to  your  statements^  and  to  endeavour  to  meet  your  wishes  in  a  spirit  of 
kindness  and  justice ;  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  withhold  compliance  with  your  request  at  a  moment 
when  my  own  feelings  and  your  intentions  might  have  been  equally  misunderstood. 

It  was  my  wish  that  the  proceeds  of  the  tax  on  shops  should  have  been  applied  to  the 
improvement  of  the  towns  within  which  it  would  have  been  collected,  the  amount  of  it  would 
not  have  been  considerable^  nor  do  I  thii^  that  it  would  have  been  burtheusome  to  the 
majority  of  those  by  whom  it  would  have  been  paid.  At  the  same  time,  looking  to  the  present 
depression  of  trade,  and  giving  due.  consideration  to  your  representation  of  the  necessary 
inequalities  in  its  operation,  I  have  taken  an  early  opportunity  of  repealing  the  Ordinance 
altogether.  It  is  gratifying  to  me  to  find  that  you  have  rightly  comprehended  the  motives  by 
which  I  have  been  actuated  on  the  matter ;  and  I  have  to  offer  you  my  acknowledgments  for 
the  kind  expression  of  your  sentiments  towards  the  Grovernment  and  myself. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  ToRRiNOTON. 


(No.  221.)  No.  46-  No.  46, 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queen  s  House,  Colombo,  December  1 1,  1848. 
My  Lori>,  (jReceived  January  24,  1849.) 

1.  As  the  end  of  the  second  financial  year  of  my  administration  of  this 
Government  is  fast  approaching,  and  as  during  a  period  of  general  conmiercial 
embarrassment  throughout  the  world,  Ceylon  must  naturally  have  borne  its 
share  of  difficulties,  in  common  with  many  other  British  colonies,  I  propose, 
in  this  Despatch,  to  place  bejEore  your  Lordship  a  brief  retrospect  of  the  financial 
policy  which  I  felt  it  my  duly  to  pursue,  and  which  has  received  the  sanction 
of  Her  Msgesty's  Government  in  the  various  stages  of  its  progress. 

2.  In  my  Despatch  No.  20  of  the  8th  June^  1847,  and  its  enclosure,  I  ^ 

amiounoed  to  your  Lordship  the  disappointments  which  I  had  felt  on  learning  JSJ^^iJ^"^  J5J;iJJ 
that  the  large  anticipated  balance  which  I  had  expected  to  find  in  the  public  ;^^i 

cash  chests  of  the  colony  was,  to  a  great  extent,  ^imaginary,  and  that  the  E,p.^t„„  ar""~" 
revenue  of  the  preceding  year,  1846,  hmi  fallen  oflP  as  compared  with  that  of  jy^^^ifi^^^;  ;  U|;gJ 
1845,  by  the  sum  of  37,743/.,  while  the  comparative  expenditure  within  the  ^fh^rtoce  '.  si^ 
corresponding  periods  had  increased  by  the  sum  of  49,973/.  — ^— 

5.  It  was  still  more  unsatisfactory  to  me  to  find  that  the  total  expenditure 
of  the  year  1846  had  exceeded  the  revenue  for  the  same  period  by  the  sum  of 
81,801/.,  which  therefore  went  in  diminution  of  the  balance  in  hand  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year ;  that  balance  having  accumulated  during  the  three 
preceding  fortunate  years,  in  wl»ch  the  first  opening  of  the  coflee  estates,  the 
large  concomitant  expenditure  of  British  capital,  and  the  general  impulse  given 
to  the  apparent  prosperity  of  the  colony  by  too  sanguine  hopes  with  regard  to 
the  future,  exercised  their  natural  influence  upon  the  public  finances ;  so  much 
so,  that  the  public  income  increased  during  the  interval  which  elapsed  between  RevoonM842  .  sjmm 
1842  and  1845  by  not  less  a  sum  than  132,000/.,  without  any  assistance  from  a  ^*'^'^^*-  •  •  ""**''' 
pearl  fishery. 

4.  It  could  not  be  expected,  however,  that  so  lai^  an  anK)unt  of  revenue 
would  be  long  maintamed,  ami  it  became  obvious  that  measures  must  be  taken  for 
largely  reducing  the  expenditure  with  the  least  possiUe  delay.  I  lost  no  time, 
therefore,   in  issuing  the  circular,  transmitted  to  your  Lordship  with  my 

Despatch  above-mentioned,  in  corroboration  of  one  of  a  similar  nature  issued  No.  20,  sth  June, 
by  my  predecessor  shortly  before  my  arrival,  the  result  of  which  was  an  iname-  ^^47. 
diate  suspension  of  all  new  works,  and  the  restriction  of  expenditure  upon 
those  which  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  continue,  within  the  most  economical 
limits. 

5.  I  did  not  fail  to  b^r  in  mind  that  the  recommendations  contained  in  the 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  13th  April,  1847,*  transmitted  to  me  with  your  •  Vide  Papers  pre- 
Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  18th  June  following,  supported  by  the  qualified  ^atedtobotti 
concurrence  of  Her  Msgesty^s  Government,  were  based  in  a  great  measure  upon  mand,  Aprfl,  ?848. 
the  supposition  of  a  considerable  accumulated  fund  in  hand,  and  a  large  pro- 
bable annual  surplus  in  future.    The  difficulty  in  which  I  found  myself  placed 
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CEYLON.  Qn  discovering  that  both  these  anticipations  were  likely  to  be  anfolfilled  was 
not  trifling,  and  my  anxiety  was  still  further  increased  by  the  gloomy  aspect  of 
the  commercial  affairs  of  the  island,  and  more  particularly  by  the  discouraging 
prospect  of  coffee  planting,  upon  which  so  large  an  amount  of  European  capital 
had  been  expended.  The  cinnamon  trade  had  already  languished  so  much, 
that  the  only  encouragement  which  remained  to  keep  aiive  the  energies  of  the 
growers  appeared  to  rest  on  the  hope  either  of  a  large  reduction  or  of  the  total 
abolition  of  the  export  duty  on  that  article. 

6.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  at  present  into  a  detailed  inquiry  into  the 
possibility  of  adopting  within  any  very  short  period  many  of  the  important 
suggestions  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  13th  April,  1 847 ;  for  the  altered 
state  of  the  finances  of  the  colony,  to  which  I  have  before  adverted,  has  neces- 
sarily imposed  upon  me  the  utmost  caution  in  dealing  with  subject  embracing 
so  many  points  of  difficulty.  The  total  abolition  of  the  export  duties,  and 
the  reduction  of  certain  import  duties  recommended  by  your  Lordship's  Com- 
mittee, were  designed  to  be  accompanied  by  the  imposition  of  a  general  land- 
tax  founded  upon  a  general  survey  of  the  island.  These  constituted,  in  fact, 
the  basis  of  the  whole  scheme  of  the  proposed  financial  changes  to  which  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  given  their  assent,  and  which  were  only  recom- 
mended for  my  adoption  with  a  specific  reservation  as  to  the  full  weight  which 
should  be  attached  to  the  practical  objections  and  local  difficulties  which 
might  be  developed  in  the  attempt  to  carry  into  effect  a  scheme  so  novel  and 
extensive. 

7.  The  difiiculties  of  a  general  survey  and  settlement  of  Ceylon  have  in  fact 
been  found  to  be  far  greater  than  I  could  have  anticipated,  and  the  time 
required  for  making  even  the  initiatory  steps  of  such  an  undertaking  much 
more  protracted  than  I  could  have  wished.  In  my  Despatch  No.  150  of  the 
8th  November,  1847,  I  pointed  out  the  practical  difficulties  which  had  been 
suggested  by  the  Surveyor-General,  in  making  any  attempts  to  introduce  the 
proposed  system  of  taxation  as  a  general  measure,  difficulties  depending  not 
merely  upon  the  peculiar  features  of  the  country,  but  also  upon  the  compli- 
cated tenures  and  infinite  subdivision  of  properties.  The  Ordinance  No.  8  of 
1847 — "To  require  returns  of  lands  under  coffee  cultivation,"  was  passed  with 
a  view  to  ascertain  what  probability  there  might  be  of  making  an  early  com- 
mencement of  the  system,  by  first  taxing  lands  which  had  been  recently 
acquired,  and  the  boundaries  of  which  were  generally  sufficiently  well  defined. 
But  the  general  depressed  state  of  coffee  cultivation  put  it  entirely  out  of  my 
power  to  impose  any  new  burthen  upon  the  owners  of  the  land. 

8.  The  cinnamon  trade  had  become  equally  depressed ;  and,  to  add  further 
to  the  difficulty,  it  was  found  that,  with  regard  to  cocoa-nut  lands,  the  tenures 
of  them  were  in  many  instances  so  peculiar,  and  the  extent  and  boundaries  of 
native  plantations  so  undefined,  that  the  imposition  of  any  equitable  tax  upon 
the  soil  could  only  be  effected  after  considerable  progress  had  been  made 
towards  a  general  survey. 

9.  After  patient  and  minute  inquiry  into  this  difficult  question,  which  was 
repeatedly  the  subject  of  discussion  in  the  Executive  Council,  I  submitted  to 
your  Lordship,  with  my  Despatch  No.  57,  of  the  16th  March  last,  the  general 
outline  of  a  complete  scheme  for  ultimately  effecting  the  survey  and  settlement 
of  the  whole  island ;  and  I  suggested  the  machinery  which  appeared  to  me  to 
be  best  calculated  for  its  accomplishment  Your  general  approval  of  the  plan 
proposed  has  encouraged  me  to  proceed  further  in  the  development  of  the 
scheme,  which,  however,  must  inevitably  be  retarded  both  by  its  own  inherent 
difficulties,  and  by  the  present  uncertain  condition  of  the  public  finances. 

10.  Reverting,  then,  to  the  admitted  necessity  of  affording  as  much  imme- 
diate assistance  as  possible  to  the  depressed  trade  and  cultivation  of  the  island, 
it  became  my  duty  to  endeavour  to  relieve  it  from  the  pressure  of  those  bur- 
dens which  bore  directly  upon  it,  without  attempting  to  substitute  other  duties 
in  their  place ;  or,  in  other  words,  without  waiting  until  a  direct  tax  on  land 
could  be  imposed  in  lieu  of  the  duties  payable  on  the  produce. 

11.  Giving  due  weight  to  the  many  representations  which  were  made  to  me 
upon  the  subject,  I  found  it  impossible  to  delay  the  total  abolition  of  the  ex- 
port duties  upon  all  articles  of  produce  except  cinnamon,  and  the  reduction  of 
the  duty  on  the  latter  from  Is.  to  4d.  per  lb.,  preparatory  to  the  early  abolition 
of  it  altogether. 
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12.  My  Despatches  noted  in  the  margin  have' already  fully  explained  to        ckylon. 
your  Lordship  the  various  alterations  which  have  been  made  in  the  customs*  No.  157,  lathNov. 
duties,  by  the  Ordinance  No.  9,  of  1847.     I  shall,  therefore,  on  the  present  J^^r. 
occasion  merely  advert  to  the  amount  of  revenue  which  has  been  abandoned,  1847!^^'^^ 

and  consequently  to  the  degree  of  relief  which  has  been  afforded  to  the  plant- 
ing community  and  to  the  general  cultivation  of  the  island.  I  dwell  upon  this 
ix>int  with  the  greater  satisfaction,  because  I  have  observed  that  great  misap- 
prehension has  prevailed  in  some  quarters  upon  the  subject ;  and  while  undue 
stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  assumed  imposition  of  new  taxes,  no  account  what- 
ever has  been  taken  in  the  public  mind  of  the  far  larger  amount  of  burdens 
which  have  been  removed. 

13.  The  amount  of  cinnamon  duty  levied  in  each  of  the  last  three  years  at 
Is.  per  lb.  upon  all  sorts,  was  as  follows : — 

Cinnamon  Exported. 

1846         .         .         .      £20,410  110 

1846  .         .         .         20,082  16     0 

1847  .         .         .         22,368     9     0 

The  relief  afforded  to  this  cultivation,  therefore,  by  the  reduction  of  duty 
would  be  upon  last  year's  crop  nearly  15,000/.  The  relief  to  the  present  year's 
crop  must  be  somewhat  greater;  because  some  inferior  cinnamon  will  pro- 
bably be  now  sent  home,  which  would  not  have  paid  the  cost  of  gathering  at 
the  old  rate  of  duty.  The  loss  therefore  to  the  revenue  will  not  be  quite  so 
great  as  might  have  been  expected,  for  the  duty  will  be  levied  upon  a  some- 
what larger  export.  But  I  feel  bound  to  state  that  the  immediate  effect  of  the 
reduction  of  duty  has  not  been  so  influential  as  I  had  hoped  in  encouraging  an 
increased  export  of  low  qualities  of  cinnamon,  owing  to  the  little  demand  for 
that  description  in  the  home  markets.  The  quantity  exported  this  season 
since  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  the  1st  September,  up  to  the  9th  of  De- 
cember, has  been  422,770  lbs. ;  and  the  quantity  exported  between  the  6th 
January  and  the  1st  September,  at  the  old  duty  of  Is.  per  lb.,  was  38,597  lbs. : 
so  that  the  total  export  of  the  year  will  prove  to  be  about  461,367  lbs.,  against 
447,369  lbs.  in  1847.  If  any  hope  is  to  be  entertained  of  being  able  to  continue 
the  growth  of  third-class  cinnamon  for  any  long  period,  it  will  be  necessary 
not  to  defer  the  taking  off  the  remaining  duty  on  cinnamon  longer  than  the 
state  of  the  public  finances  absolutely  demands. 

14.  With  regard  to  the  next  important  item — coffee,  the  total  quantity  ex- 
ported during  the  last  three  years,  including  plantation  and  native  kinds,  was  as 
follows : — 


Co£fee 
Exported. 


1845 
1846 
1847 


Quantity. 


Cwt 

178,604 

173,892 
293,220 


Value. 


£.  s.  d, 

363,259  11  0 

328,791  3  0 

453,624  18  0 


Duty. 


£.        s.  d. 

9,081   16  0 

8,220    9  0 

11,417     9  0 


It  will  be  evident,  therefore,  that  as  there  will  probably  be  a  slight  increase  in 
the  quantity  of  coffee  exported  during  the  present  season,  in  consequence  of  an 
increased  number  of  estates  coming  into  bearing,  although  some  few  others 
may  have  been  abandoned,  the  relief  afforded  to  the  coffee  planters  may  be 
taken  at  about  12,000/.,  with  a  corresponding  loss  to  the  revenue  for  the  year 
1849.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  remark  that  a  dimi- 
nution in  the  export  of  native  coffee  may  be  looked  for,  owing  to  the  very  low 
prices  at  home  ;  and  whatever  increase  there  may  be,  will  be  found  under  the 
head  of  plantation  coffee  only. 

15.  The  amount  of  relief  afforded  to  the  tobacco  growers  of  the  Northern 
Province,  the  cocoa-nut  planters,  and  to  the  native  cultivators  of  a  vast  number 
of  minor  articles  of  export,  will  nominally  amount  to  upwards  of  3000/.,  but, 
in  reality,  to  a  much  larger  sum ;  for  I  am  informed  that  the  cultivation  of 
tobacco,  areca-nut,  &c.,  has  already  received  a  stimulus  from  the  abolition  of 
the  duties.  Nor  must  I  omit  to  recall  to  your  Lordship's  recollection  that  the 
tonnage  dues  on  shipping  have  been  reduced  by  the  Ordinance  No.  4,  of  the 
present  year,  by  which  the  native  shipping  will  be  much  benefited,  and  that 
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CCTLON.        in  no  part  of  the  East,  and  indeed  in  few  colonial  Ports,  are  the  charges  on 
shipping  so  light  and  so  little  burdensome  as  in  the  ports  of  C5eylon. 

16.  From  the  foregoing  observations,  it  will  be  apparent,  that  instead  of 
having  imposed  upon  the  people  excessive  and  burdensome  taxation,  I  have 
been  instrumental,  under  your  Lordship's  instructions,  in  relieving  the  pro- 
ductive industry  of  the  country  from  direct  immediatecharges  to  the  extent  of 
about  30,0002.  annually,  accompanied  with  the  additiiHMJ  advantages  which 
must  ultimately  result  from  the  abolition  of  a  system  of  export  Cities  ever 
objectionable  in  principle  and  injurious  in  their  operatitxi.  At  the  same  time, 
with  a  view  to  assist  the  cultivation  of  estates,  measures  have  been  taken,  in 
concert  with  the  Government  of  India,  for  legalizing  and  facilitating  the  intro- 
duction of  coolies  into  the  island,  and  for  better  insuring  tiieir  protection  wiiile 
resident  in  it.  I  am  aware  that  som^hing  yet  remains  to  be  done  in  this 
direction,  but  I  am  enabled  to  state  with  confidence  that  much  must  be  attri- 
buted to  the  natural  reluctance  cf  coolies  to  return  to  estates  on  which  they 
have  been  irregularly  paid,  and  that  a  portion  of  the  crops  will  be  lost  upon 
some  few  of  the  estates,  owing  to  the  refusal  of  coolies  to  work  until  the  arrears 
long  due  to  them  have  been  made  good, 

17.  It  remains  for  me  to  notice  the  different  measures  which  have  been 
adopted  for  replacing,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  losses  incurred  by  the  reduction 
of  the  duties.  At  the  same  time,  I  cannot  lose  sight  of  the  fact,  that  I  have 
sought  to  place  reliance  for  the  future,  much  more  upon  judicious  retrench- 
ment of  expenditure,  for  the  due  adjustment  of  the  finances,  than  upon  any 
increased  receipts  to  be  derived  from  new  sources  of  taxation.  In  compliance 
with  your  Lordship's  repeated  injunctions,  I  have  taken  every  opportunity  of 
exercising  strict  economy  in  the  contingent  expenditure  of  the  colony ;  and,  in 

♦  Page  331.  pursuance  of  the  instructions  contained  in  your  Despatch  No.  252,*  of  the  1 7th 

July  last,  I  have  appointed  a  committee,  who  are  at  present  actively  engaged 
in  reviewing  the  whole  of  the  establishments,  and  in  making  every  practicable 
reduction  in  the  fixed  as  well  as  unfixed  expenditure,  wWch  the  necessary 
efficiency  of  the  public  service  will  permit.  I  have  every  confidence  that  a 
large  diminution  of  expenditure  will  ultimately  be  effected,  and  I  look  forward 
to  the  best  possible  results  from  a  total  remodelling  of  this  establishments  and 
an  improved  system  of  administration.  But  it  must  be  obvious  that  much 
caution  must  be  used, — that  alterations  are  not  of  necessity  to  be  regarded  as 
improvements,  and  that  the  claims  and  engagements  of  individuals  have  to  be 
considered  not  less  than  the  demands  and  the  obligations  of  the  Government. 
Time,  therefore,  is  indispensable  for  the  thorough  consideration  and  discussion 
of  all  the  details  of  a  measure  so  pregnant  with  important  consequences  both 
to  the  public  service  and  to  the  colony ;  but  I  entertain  a  confident  hope  that  i 
shall  be  enabled  to  present  to  the  Legislative  Council  during  its  next  session, 
in  the  autumn  of  the  ensuing  year,  a  well-digested  plan  of  wise  and  permanent 
retrenchment 

18.  In  the  meanwhile,  it  is  equally  obvious  that  the  efficiency  of  the  public 
service  must  be  maintained ;  nor  can  I  permit  myself  to  doubt  that  the  public 
revenue  will  be  adequate  to  ttiis  necessary  object.    With  my  Despatch  No.  180, 

♦  Page  233.  of  the  1 1th  October,*  I  forwarded  to  your  Lordship  the  returns  of  the  revenae 

and  expenditure  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  presort  year;  iVom  which  it 
was  apparent  that  there  was  an  excess  of  revenue  over  the  expenditure  of  that 
period  of  14,594/  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  large  unforese^i  expenses  which 
must  have  been  since  occasioned  by  the  military  operations  in  the  Kandian 
country,  I  am  not  without  a  reasonable  hope  that  the  revenue  of  the  whole 
year  will  eventually  prove  to  be  adequate  to  its  entire  expenditure,  or  that  the 
deficiency,  if  any,  will  not  be  large,  notwithstanding  the  unlocked  fcr  charges 
for  military  purposes  which  recent  events  have  entailed  upon  the  colony. 

19.  It  is  worthy  of  femark,  that  amongst  the  various  Ordinances  which  have 
been  enacted  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  year,  having  reierence  to 
taxation  of  whatever  kind,  the  only  one  upon  which  I  founded  a  hope  of  any 
considerable  additicm  to  our  revenue,  was  the  Ordinance  No.  2,  of  the  present 
year,  for  making  a  new  adjustment  of  the  stamp  duties,  which  was  transmitted 

♦  Page  69.  with  my  Despatch  No.  36,*  of  the  9th  February.    The  repeal  of  the  old  Stamp 

Acts  had  become  absolutely  necessary ;  and  the  modifications  introduced  into 
the  new  Ordinance  have  been  generally  admitted  to  be  improvements,  while 
there  is  much  reason  to  anticipate  an  increase  of  revenue,  from  sources  which 
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have  not  afforded  grounds  for  complaint  As  the  new  scale  of  stamp  duties  ckylow. 
otaly  took  effect  from  the  1st  day  of  June  last,  sufficient  time  has  scarcely  yet 
elapsed  to  enahle  me  to  place  before  your  Lordship  a  satisfactory  view  of  the 
resulf9  of  the  measure ;  but  I  may  be  permitted  to  notice,  that  among  the 
varioUB  Ordinances  which  have  recently  excited  observation,  this,  which  is  the 
most  important  one,  as  regards  the  revenue,  has  been  the  subject  of  no  com- 
plaint. 

20.  In  my  Despatches,  noted  in  the  margin,  I  have  ratered  into  a  full  expkr  No.  202,  page  268. 
nation  of  the  grounds  upon  which  certain  modifications  have  been  lately  liillloll^t^tllsl 
ilttroduced  into  the  Road  Ordinance  and  the  Fire-arms  Ordinance.     From  the 

foTtoer  of  those  Ordinances  I  anticipate  the  most  valuable  results  in  progress  of 
time,  in  proportion  as  its  operations  shall  be  extended  to  the  different  districts 
of  tile  colony.  Unworthy  attempts  have  be«i  made  to  misrepresent  its  effects 
either  as  equivalent  to  the  unposition  of  a  poll-tax,  or  to  the  restoration  of 
forced  labour,  or  to  the  union  of  these  two  objectionable  imposts  togetiier.  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  a  better  understanding  of  the  object  and  the  j^bable 
working  of  this  Ordinance  is  beginning  to  prevail.  It  is  in  no  sense  of  the 
word  a  poll-tax,  neither  is  it  in  any  degree  a  restoration  of  the  rajaharia  or 
king's  labour,  with  all  its  attendant  abuses.  No  man  can  be  called  upon  either 
to  labour  or  to  pay  the  commutation  for  any  work  whatever  at  a  greater 
distance  than  20  miles  from  his  residence,  and  very  frequently  not  more  than  7 
miles.  No  man  can  be  compelled  to  work  in  person,  but  all  may  cither  work 
by  substitute  or  pay  the  regulated  commutation,  which  will  not  necessarily 
amount  to  3^.,  but  in  some  parts  only  to  Is.  3d.  or  Is.  6d.  for  the  year ;  or  for 
each  year  in  which  the  labour  may  be  required,  and,  in  point  of  fact,  botli  the 
commutation  money  and  the  labour  must  be  applied  to  works  which  being  in 
his  immediate  neighbourhood  must  be  directly  advantageous  to  himself;  and 
lastiy,  if  no  such  works  are  required,  nor  any  improvements  immediately 
necessary  in  his  own  neighbourhood,  neither  will  the  individual  be  called  upon 
to  woric  or  to  pay  within  the  current  year. 

21.  With  r^ard  to  the  Fire-arms  Ordinance,  it  was  universally  admitted, 
that  the  time  was  come,  when  owing  to  the  large  importation  of  arms  within 
llie  last  few  years,  the  numerous  accidents  which  occurred  from  the  earless 
lise  of  them,  the  wilfiil  murders  which  were  committed  (as,  for  instance,  the 
murder  of  the  late  police  magistrate,  Mr.  Dick),  and  the  required  improvement 
of  the  police  system  of  the  country,  a  registration  of  arms  had  become  indispen* 
sable.  Nor  was  it  lost  sight  of  that  an  addition  to  our  revenue  mi^t  be 
obtained  by  issuing  annusd  licenses  for  the  use  of  these  weapons.  In  so  far 
Aiodifying  the  Ordinance  as  to  make  only  a  single  registration  necessary  instead 
of  the  yearly  renewal  of  it,  I  have  retained  the  most  important  advantage 
of  the  original  measure,  without  at  all  modifying  tiie  principle  upon  whidi 
it  was  introduced. 

22.  The  remaining  Ordinances  which  in  any  degree  exacted  payment  for  a 
license,  and  were  somewhat  mostly  represented  as  taxing  Ordinances,  were  in 
reality  adopted  ratiier  with  a  view  to  enforce  proper  police  regulations  and  foor 
the  general  advantage  of  the  public,  than  with  the  object  of  any  material 
merease  of  the  revenue.  Such,  for  instance,  were  the  Carriage  and  Boat  Ordi- 
nance, the  Dog  Ordinance,  and  the  Traders'  Ordinance.  There  e^ted  pre* 
viously  no  regulations  with  regard  to  carriages  and  boats  jjlying  for  hire,  n&r 
were  their  owners  subject  to  any  efficient  control.  They  were  not  respon^Ue 
for  the  behaviour  of  their. servants,  nor  were  they  restricted  to  the  exaction  of 
any  regulated  fares.  The  Dog  Ordinance  was  adopted  entirely  for  the  preven- 
tion of  cruelty  and  for  the  diminution  of  a  great  public  nuisance.  Similar 
Ordinances  have  been  enacted  in  the  Australian  Colonies,  the  West  Indiesip  and 
other  parts ;  but  it  has  been  found  peculiarly  difficult  in  this  coimtry  to  attain 
by  it  the  object  for  which  it  was  enacted,  and  it  has  therefore  been  repealed. 

23.  The  only  taxing  Ordinance  which  requires  any  further  conunent  is  the 

Traders*  Ordinance ;  a  tax  of  20^.  a-year  could  scarcely  be  considered  burthen-  No.  5  of  1848,  wHh 
some  upon  the  greater  part  of  the  proprietors  of  shops  in  the  principal  towns,  ^^^iq^^  *^' 
iaxd  it  was  always  my  purpose  (as  stated  in  my  original  Despateh  upon  the 
subject  of  this  Ordinance)  to  devote  the  proceeds  of  this  tax  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  towns  within  which  it  would  have  been  collected.  Nevertheless 
I  have  thought  it  expedient  to  repeal  this  Ordinance,  on  account  of  the 
present  depressed  state  of  trade  and  the  inequalities  which  necessarily  resulted 
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Earl  Grey's  Des- 
patch, No.  303,  of 
24th  October. 


in  its  operation  upon  different  classes  of  traders.  The  amount  to  be  raised 
imder  its  continued  operation  would  not  have  been  large,  and  it  will  be 
satisfactory  to  your  Lordship  to  find  that  the  motives  which  have  influenced 
me  in  recommending  its  repeal  have  been  justly  appreciated  by  the  native 
merchants  and  traders  of  Colombo,  whose  address  to  me,  together  with  my 
reply,  I  transmit  to  your  Lordship,  with  my  Despatch,  No.  222,*  by  this  mail. 

24.  In  thus  briefly  recapitulating  the  various  points  of  the  financial  policy 
lately  adopted  in  this  colony,  and  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  more 
fully  detailed  in  my  numerous  Despatches  to  your  Lordship,  it  is  very  satis- 
factory to  find  that  the  view  which  your  Lordship  has  tak^i  of  the  origin  of  the 
late  disturbances,  tends  entirely  to  the  corroboration  of  the  conclusions  at  which 
I  had  arrived  while  cautiously  observing  the  progress  of  events  on  the  spot  I 
feel  grateful  for  the  expression  of  Her  Majesty's  approval  of  the  measures 
which  have  been  taken  for  the  suppression  of  the  disturbances  communicated 
to  me  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  No,  303,*  of  24th  October,  and  I  am  much 
encouraged  by  your  Lordship's  assurance,  that  your  confidence  has  been  in  no 
degree  shaken  by  the  occurrences  to  which  reference  has  been  made. 

25.  The  amount  of  taxes  from  which  the  industry  of  the  country  has  been 
relieved  is  so  large  in  proportion  to  the  small  amount  of  taxes  which  have 
been  imposed,  that  your  Lordship  has  already  seen  abundant  reason  to  infer 
that  ^^  if  it  were  true  as  has  been  in  some  quarters  asserted,  that  these  Ordi- 
"  nances  were  the  immediate  causes  of  the  outbreak,  they  could  only  have 
"  been  so  in  consequence  of  the  studied  misrepresentations  of  their  effect  which 
**  had  been  deliberately  disseminated  in  a  great  degree  by  European  agency, 
•*  and  that  the  disturbances  could  not  be  attributed  to  anything  really  oppressive 
"  either  in  the  nature  or  the  amount  of  taxes  imposed." 

26.  I  had  already  anticipated  your  Lordship's  wishes  by  carefully  weighing 
every  practical  objection  to  these  laws,  with  a  view  to  the  removal  of  every 
provision  that  might  appear  calculated  to  press  with  harshness  or  injustice 
either  upon  classes  or  upon  individuals,  and  Avith  the  cordial  assistance  of  the 
Executive  and  Legislative  Councils  the  necessary  steps  have  been  already  taken 
for  remedying  defects  which  must  in  the  first  instance  be  likely  to  attach  to 
every  new  system  on  its  first  introduction.  The  modifications  which  have  been 
made  in  the  working  of  the  Road  Ordinance  and  in  the  registration  and  licensing 
of  fire-arms,  will,  I  trust,  be  found  sufficient  to  meet  the  practical  objections 
which  may  have  been  urged,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  the  operation  of  them 
will  be  in  every  respect  advantageous  to  all  classes  of  the  inhabitants,  both  native 
and  European. 

27.  I  shall  not  fail  to  use  every  effort  in  my  power  to  follow  out  the  other 
recommendations  conveyed  to  me  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  No.  303,  of  the 
24th  October,  upon  the  subject  of  the  acquirement  of  the  native  languages  by 
the  servants  oiF  the  Government ;  I  had  already  endeavoured  to  meet  your  Lord- 
ship's previous  instructions  upon  that  subject,  by  the  issue  of  a  circular,  dated 
6th  July,  1847.  I  likewise  attach  the  highest  importance  to  giving  increased 
opportunities  to  the  natives  of  the  interior  (for  which  I  had  already  prepared 
the  way,  by  the  publication  of  the  Minute  transmitted  with  my  Despatch, 
No.  178,  of  the  15th  December,  1847)  of  communicating  freely  with  the 
responsible  agents  of  Government,  in  order  that  their  just  representations  may 
be  carefully  considered,  their  unfounded  apprehensions  or  erroneous  notions, 
with  regard  to  the  intentions  of  Government  removed,  and  that  they  may  learn 
to  look  up  at  all  times  to  the  Government  as  their  real  benefactor  no  less  than 
their  legitimate  protector. 

I  have  &c 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)        '  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 
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(No.  224.)  No.  47. 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 
Earl  Grey,  dated  Queen*s  House,  Colombo,  December  13,  1848. 

"  {Received  January  24,  1848.) 

"  1.  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  copy  of  a  report 
addressed  to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  by  Mr.  Wodehouse,  the  Government 
Agent  for  the  Western  Province,  givmg  an  account  of  a  tour  which  he  had 
made  through  a  portion  of  his  province  with  a  view  to  explain  to  the  people 
the  general  measures  of  the  Government,  and  especially  the  nature  of  the 
Road  Ordinance,  and  likewise  to  ascertain,  by  personal  observation,  the  state  of 
his  province. 

**  2.  I  would  beg  to  invite  your  Lordship's  particular  attention  to  this  report, 
which,  like  everything  that  proceeds  from  Mr.  Wodehouse,  is  full  of  valuable 
information.  I  entirely  concur  in  the  views  which  he  has  expressed,  and  I 
shall  not  fail  to  give  due  attention  to  the  suggestions  it  contains. 

**  3.  It  will  at  once  be  seen  how  readily  the  people  comprehended  the 
benefits  which  they  were  likely  to  derive  from  the  operation  of  the  Road 
Ordinance,  when  the  nature  and  mildness  of  its  provisions  were  properly  set 
before  them,  how  willingly  they  came  forward  to  have  their  guns  registered 
(many  of  them  of  the  most  imperfect  description,  manufactured  in  the  island), 
when  they  found  that  there  would  no  longer  be  an  annual  renewal  of  the 
charge  for  the  licence,  and  how  anxious  they  were  for  the  means  of  extending 
and  improving  their  agriculture. 

"  4.  I  shall  not  omit  to  pay  early  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  police 
assessment  at  present  levied  in  certain  places,  alluded  to  in  the  seventh  para- 
graph, inwhich  an  expensive  police  is  neither  absolutely  required,  nor  are  the 
people  ina  condition  to  pay  for  it  without  inconvenience."  t 
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Enclosure  in  No.  47.  End  in  No.  4 

Government  Agent's  Office,  Colombo, 
Sir,  December  12,  1848. 

1.  Having  just  returned  frem  a  circuit  through  a  portion  of  this  province,  undertaken 
for  the  purpose  of  registering  guns>  and  explaining  to  the  people  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  respect  to  that  and  other  measures,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  make  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Governor  acquainted^  without  delay,  with  the  names  of  the  districts  visited,  the  nature  of  the 
explanation  given,  the  manner  it  was  generally  received,  and  the  remarks  made  by  the  people 
on  different  occasions. 

2.  On  leaving  Colombo  I  travelled  northward  as  far  as  Negombo,  and  from  thence  pro- 
ceeded eastward  through  the  Alootcporcorle  to  the  centre  of  the  Hapitigam  Corle,  not  far 
distant  from  the  borders  of  the  Kornegalle  district,  and  from  thence  crossing  the  Kandy  road 
to  the  southward,  went  to  Attenegalle  in  the  Cine  Corle,  close  to  the  borders  of  the  Four 
Korles  and  of  the  Three  Korles,  and  returned  through  the  villages  of  the  Cine  Corle  to 
Heneratgodde  and  Mahare  on  the  main  road  to  Kandy.  During  this  journey  the  people 
were  assembled  at  Mabolle,  Jayelle,  Negombo,  Minnangodde,  Doonoogaba,  Mugaragampola, 
Attenegalle,  Heneratgodde  and  Mahare.  At  Minnangodde,  Attenegalle,  Heneratgodde, 
and  Mahare,  the  numbers  collected  were  very  large. 

3.  In  explaining  the  intended  alterations  of  the  Ordinance  respecting  the  registration  of 
guns,  I  pointed  out  that  when  his  Excellency  became,  in  the  first  instance,  alive  to  the  im- 
perative necessity  of  obtaining  a  registration  of  all  the  fire-arms  in  the  colony,  he  was  disposed 
to  believe  that  a  considerable  annual  revenue  might,  with  propriety,  be  derived  from  this 
source ;  and  accordingly  gave  directions  for  the  preparation  of  the  Ordinance  subsequently 
passed  by  the  Legislative  Council  for  giving  efiect  to  that  scheme.  That  information,  sub- 
sequently received,  made  the  Governor  aware  that  the  tax  could  not  be  annually  collected 
without  much  inconvenience  to  the  people ;  that  the  amount  was  very  high  in  proportion  to  the 
value  of  the  mass  of  the  guns  possessed  by  them ;  and  that  the  obligation  to  furnish  written 
applications  for  licenses  was  also  irksome  and  objectionable ;  that  the  disposition  shown  in 
some  parts  of  the  country  to  oppose  the  Government  and  resist  the  law  by  force,  had,  for  some 
time,  put  it  out  of  the  Governor's  power  to  make  any  concession  or  alteration  of  the  objection- 
able provisions  of  the  law.  But  tnat  the  severe  punishment  which  had  since  been  inflicted 
upon  the  disturbers  of  the  public  peace,  must  have  convinced  all  classes  of  the  hopelessness  of 
attempting  forcible  resistance,  and  therefore  left  his  Excellency  at  liberty  to  make  the  modifi- 
cations called  for  by  the  public  convenience ;  that  with  this  view,  the  licenses  would  be  made 
permanent  instead  of  annual.  The  written  applications  would  be  dispensed  with ;  the  license 
issued  for  a  gun  would  be  transferred,  in  the  event  of  its  sale,  to  the  new  owner  on  payment  of 
\s.  onlv.     And  if  it  were  found  necessary  to  put  a  new  stock  to  a  gun,  it  would  be  numbered 
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That  having  made  these  modifications,  it  was  the  Governor's  positive  determination  to  enforce 
a  complete  registration  of  all  fire-arms,  and  to  punish  to  the  iull  extent  of  the  law  all  persons 
wilfully  concealing  their  guns.  That  it  was  impossible  for  parties  to  possess  guns  for  any 
length  of  time  without  the  knowledge  of  the  local  headmen,  ra  whose  case  severe  notice  would 
be  taken  of  concealment  of  offenders  ;  and  that,  at  the  conclusion  of  my  drcuit,  the  registers 
would  be  carefully  examined,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  from  what  districts  and  villages  the 
guns  had  principally  been  brought  forward. 

4.  There  appears  to  be  every  reason  to  anticipate  good  results  from  the  line  of  pn>ceeding 
which  has  now  been  adopted  by  the  Government.  The  guns  were  freely  brought  forward ;  so 
much  so,  that  during  my  journey  4930  stamps  have  been  issued.  Many  were  brought  with 
the  stocks  unfinished,  some  without  stocks  at  all.  People  wiio  were  unable  to  attend  at  the 
place  fixed  for  their  own  district,  made  their  appearance  subsequently  at  other  convenient 
places ;  and  no  secret  was  made  of  their  previous  intention  to  destroy  or  bury  their  guns  if  their 
liability  to  an  annual  payment  for  a  license  had  been  continued. 

5.  In  explaining  to  the  people  the  provisions  of  the  Road  Ordinance,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  intended  to  be  carried  into  operation,  it  was  my  endeavour  to  associate  as  fax 
as  possible  with  that  measure  the  considecation  of  others  which  are  imperatively  required  for 
the  management  and  improvement  of  the  grain  cultivation  of  the  colony.  I  pointed  out  that 
for  some  years  past  they  had,  at  the  expense  of  comparatively  little  Isdbour,  been  acquiring 
large  sunas  of  money  from  European  settlers  in  the  colony,  and  had  been  thereby  led  to  neglect 
the  cultivation  of  their  own  lands ;  that  from  this  cause,  and  from  the  omission  ou  the  part  of 
the  Government  to  frame  such  laws  for  the  management  of  these  matters  as  became  necessanr 
in  consequence  of  the  abolition  of  compulsory  labour,  much  confusion  had  ensued,  and  mneh 
loss  both  to  the  proprietors  and  to  the  Government. — ^That  they  must  be  well  aware  that  the 
influx  of  European  capital  had,  in  a  great  measure,  ceased;  and  that,  if  they  were  desirous  of 
improving  or  even  keeping  up  to  their  present  condition,  it  must  be  by  industrious,  unanimous, 
and  persevering  cultivation  of  their  own  lands. — That  the  Government  was  fully  alive  to  their 
present  condition  and  wants,  was  desirous  of  assisting  them  as  far  as  practicable,  and  was 
giving  its  attention  to  the  preparation  of  an  Ordinance  for  the  due  regulation  of  agricultural 
affairs.  I  then  proceedea  to  point  out  to  them  that  the  Road  Ordinance  had  been  brought 
forward  and  enacted  mainly  with  the  same  object  of  developing  the  resouroes  of  the  colony,  by 
improving  ijfie  means  of  access  to  all  its  parts ;  that  in  the  case  of  all  other  taxes,  the  money 
was  paid,  and  they  knew  nothing  as  to  its  disposal,  whereas  in  this  instance  they  had  the  satis- 
faction of  knowing  that  their  labour  and  money  must  be  expended  within  a  limited  distance  of 
their  place  of  residence,  and  that  they  must  derive  direct  benefit  from  the  application  of  them. 
— That  no  direct  revenue  would  accrue  to  Government,  as  whatever  was  levied  must  be  ex- 
pended.— ^That  they  had  the  option  of  paying  or  working  in  person  or  by  substitute,  and  might 
work  for  a  longer  period,  receiving  subsistence-money. — That  care  would  be  taken  to  call  out 
the  labour  in  the  most  equitable  manner,  and  at  the  most  fitting  and  convenient  season. — ^That 
whereas  many  small  works,  undertaken  by  themselves,  had  hitherto  failed  for  want  of  a  con- 
trolling authority,  or  of  a  small  amount  of  money  where  money  was  indispensable;  now,  on 
the  contrarv,  the  controlling  authority  was  provided,  and  the  Government  was  prepared  to 
grant  small  sums  in  aid  of  works  out  of  the  general  revenue. — ^That  every  effort  had  been  and 
would  be  made  to  render  the  operation  of  the  Ordinance  as  little  inconvenient  to  them  as  prac- 
ticable, but  that  as  the  Government  was  fully  satisfied  that  it  would  in  its  effects  prove  most 
beneficial  to  the  colony,  it  was  determined  to  carry  it  out  firmly  and  steadily.  It  anticipated 
no  opposition  from  the  respectable  and  industrious  portjpn  of  the  community,  and  it  was  there- 
fore quite  prepared  to  bring  to  punishment  the  idle  and  disorderly  who  might  attempt  to  refine 
or  evade  contributing  the  share  due  from  them  for  the  general  good.  I  also  pointed  out 
the  importance  to  themselves  of  electing  for  their  division  oHmcers  the  most  respectable  people, 
endeavouring  at  the  same  time  to  show  that  the  oflker  would  be  well  worthy  of  their  accept- 
ance, inasmuch  as  in  addition  to  the  salary  to  be  assigned  to  them,  they  would  have  maoj 
opportunities  of  making  known  and  providing  for  the  wants  of  their  respective  localities,  and  of 
showing  by  their  activity  and  intelligence  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  that  they  were  well 
worthy  of  advancement  in  the  public  service. 

6.  In  every  instance  the  beuavour  of  the  people  was  most  respectful  and  orderly;  they 
listened  patiently  and  quietly  to  all  that  was  said,  and  afterwards  asked  for  explanation  on 
points  as  to  which  they  were  in  doubt,  or  stated  the  objections  they  entertained.  At  one  place 
a  few  men  said  they  were  too  poor  to  pay  and  too  good  to  work ;  but  as  the  latter  was  not  the 
case,  they  met  with  no  sympathy  from  the  others.  At  another  place  one  or  two  said  they 
could  not  pay,  and  could  not  work  on  the  roads,  as  they  were  obliged  to  work  hard  every  day 
of  their  lives  for  their  subsistence ;  an  assertion  notoriously  untrue.  At  most  places  different 
parties  urged  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  opening  lines  of  road  in  wWch  they  were 
specially  interested.  All  were  informed  that  no  assistance  could  be  given  for  any  such  purpose 
until  the  Ordinance  was  fairly  in  operation,  and  that  it  was  therefore  for  them  to  promote  it 
to  the  utmost  of  their  power.  In  short,  I  see  no  reason  to  anticipate  any  diflSculty  of  ina- 
portance  in  carrying  out  the  Ordinance  in  the  districts  through  which  I  have  passed,  if 
proper  care  is  taken  as  to  the  arrangement  of  distance,  and  in  calling  out  the  labour  at  the 
proper  season.  All  were  alive  to  the  necessity  for  a  proper  system  of  agriculture,  and 
numerous  representations  were  made  of  the  injuries  they  now  sustained  from  the  want  of  it. 

7.  Before  concluding  this  communication  I  should  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Govenior 
to  representations  made  at  different  places  upon  subjects  somewhat  foreign  to  the  immediate 
object  of  this  report,  but  which  are  well  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  Government    At 
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Negmnbo  strong  renaonstrances  wsere  oiade  against  the  liabilities  of  the  inhabitants  to  assess^  CEYLON, 

ment  under  the  rolice  Ordinancee.     This  has  for  some  years  been  a  oonatant  cause  of  com- 

Slaint  with  them.  On  a  former  occasion  their  representations  led  to  a  very  considerable 
iminution  of  the  limits  within  which  the  assessment  was  levied.  Those  now  liable  state  they 
are  many  of  them  poorer  than  those  relieved  from  it.  That  they  do  not  require  such  an 
extensive  police ;  and  tliat  other  towns  of  similar  size  are  not  called  upon  to  pay  for  it.  This 
last  statement  is  undoubtedly  true,  and  it  should  not  bo  forgotten  that  very  recently  an  Ordi- 
nance has  been  passed,  authorizing  the  Governor  to  make  all  the  powers  of  the  Police 
Ordinance  appliciJble  to  any  particular  locality,  without  entailing  upon  it  an  expensive  esta- 
blishment. I  am  inclined  to  think  that  such  a  course  ought  to  be  taken  at  Negombo^  for  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  the  poverty  of  the  fishing  population,  nor  of  the  difficulty  of  levying  the 
assessment,  which  generally  remains  unpaid  until  the  agent  or  his  assistants  visits  the  place 
for  the  purpose  of  seizing  and  selling  their  property. 

8.  At  two  or  three  places  they  complained  that  they  could  not  bring  before  the  Police 
Courts  cases  of  cattle  trespass,  but  were  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  the  more  distant  and 
inaccessible  District  Courts.  I  replied  that  this  state  of  things  had,  I  believed,  arisen  out  of 
late  decisions  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  some  of  whom  had  held  that  under  the 
Ordinance  No.  2  of  1835,  police  magistrates  had  no  jurisdiction  in  such  cases,  but  that  a  Col- 
lective Court  would,  it  was  understocJa,  be  shortly  held,  when  the  real  state  of  the  law  would 
be  determined,  and  the  Government  would  be  enabled  to  take  such  steps  as  circumstances 
should  show  to  be  necessary.  I  would  beg,  however,  to  suggest  that  the  attention  of  the 
Queen's  Advocate  be  drawn  to  the  matter,  and  to  the  necessity,  under  any  eirciinistances,  for 
an  alteration  of  the  Ordinance  No.  2  of  1835,  which  requires  a  man  to  go  before  the  Police 
Court  to  get  an  offender  fined,  before  the  Court  of  Requests  to  recover  damages,  and  before 
the  District  Court  for  an  order  to  shoot  a  wild  and  refractory  bullock. 

9.  Another  representation  was  made  at  Heneratgodde  of  a  more  general  and  more  impor- 
tant character.  A  headman  stated  that  the  people,  while  admitting  the  utility  of  opening 
roads  through  the  villages,  complained  that  they  were  to  a  great  extent  prevented  from  taking 
advantage  of  them,  that  they  would  frequently  wish  to  settle  and  build  on  the  borders  of  them, 
but  that  they  could  not  aflford  to  pay  1/.  an  acre  for  tlie  land  belonging  to  the  Crown.  I 
could  only  reply  that  it  was  not  in  his  Excellency's  power  to  make  any  reduction  in  the  upset 
price  which  had  been  fixed  by  the  home  Grovernment,  but  that  I  would  not  fail  to  bring  their 
statements  under  <;onsideratbn.  a 

10.  There  are,  I  think,  many  reasons  for  recommending  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  Crown 
land.  While  there  was -a  great  demand  for  it  on  the  part  of  the  European  settlers,  and  a 
disposition  was  shown  to  buy  up  large  tracts,  not  for  cultivation,  but  for  re- selling  as  a 
matter  of  trade,  a  high  upset  price  was  calculated  to  afford  a  wholesome  check.  That  state 
of  thiogs  bas,  however,  in  a  greaJt  measure,  passed  away ;  but  even  if  it  had  not,  it  does  not 
appear  to  me  why  all  classes  of  applications,  great  ancf  small,  should  be  treated  exactly  in  the 
same  manner,  nor  wh^,  because  a  certain  price  was  set  upon  a  large  and  valuable  tract,  a 
village  should  be  required  to  pay  at  the  same  rate  for  an  isolated  piece  in  his  own  village, 
perhaps  close  to  his  own  door.  The  more  he  cultivates,  the  greater  must  be  the  gain,  not 
only  to  himself,  but  in  some  shape  to  the  Governnteat.     Indeed  the  nrtaintenaiBoe  of  such  a 

!)rice  will  in  many  eases  prevent  the  sale  altogether,  and  encourage  the  native  to  appropriate 
or  nothing  what  he  would  readily  purdliafie  at  a  more  moderate  rate.  They  are  all  alive  to 
the  value  of  aiid  anxious  to  obtain  legal  titles  to  lands  upon  reasonable  terms,  but  such  is  the 
present  state  of  the  country  and  of  the  law  respecting  encroachments,  that  it  is  ahnost  impos- 
sible to  prevent  them  in  the  rural  districts.  No  penalty  attaches  to  the  act  of  making  thena, 
the  party  simply  runs  the  risk,  if  discovered,  of  being  ejected  by  a  process  much  more  trouble- 
some to  the  Government  and  its  officers  than  to  himself,  and  perhaps  immediately  resumes 
possession  in  the  luuxie  of  a  relation  or  partner  in  the  cultivation. 

11.  I  will  not  intrude  further  upon  the  Governor  on  the  present  occasion^  but  trust  that  suf* 
ficient  has  been  said  to  induce  his  Excellency  to  brii^g  this  important  question  under  the  early 
consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  P.  E  Wodbho^se, 

The  Hon.  the  Colomal  Secretary,  Government  Agent. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  226.)  No.  48.  No.  48. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 
Quefens  House,  Colombo,  December  15,  1848. 
My  LoRl),  (Eeceived  January  24,  1849.) 

It  is  my  duty  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  accompanying  memorial, 
signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretary  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  behalf 
of  its  members,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  contained  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch 
to  myself,  No.  304,  of  the  24th  October  last.*  ♦  Page  34i. 

2.  A  few  remarks  will  suffice  to  place  before  your  Lordship  the  nature  and 
gpirit  of  this  memorial.    In  the  first  place,  they  now  deny  that  they  addressed 
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CEYLON.  t^o  memorials  to  your  Lordship,  but  state  that  one  of  the  two  which  I  trans- 
mitted to  your  Lordship  with  my  Despatch,  No.  147,  of  the  15th  August,  did 
not  emanate  from  the  Chamber,  but  from  the  public. 

3.  It  is  true  that  the  first  of  those  memorials  purported  to  be  from  the 
"  undersigned  merchants,  planters,  and  traders  of  Colombo,"  and  the  second 
purported  to  emanate  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  But  of  the  16  names 
attached  to  the  first  of  those  memorials  (forming  Enclosure  No.  2  of  my 
former  Despatch),  1 1  were  also  attached  to  the  second  memorial ;  and  it  is 
worthy  of  remark  that  the  first  name  appended  to  the  first  memorial  was  that 
of  Mr.  Layard,  who  was  then  secretary  to  the  Chamber  of  Conmierc^,  and  the 
second  name  was  that  of  its  chairman,  Mr.  Ritchie. 

4.  It  is  also  remarkable  that  of  the  15  names  attached  to  the  other  memorial, 
which  they  admit  to  have  emanated  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  there 
are  only  four  which  are  not  found  among  the  list  appended  to  the  first  memo- 
rial which  they  now  declare  did  not  emanate  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Now,  in  point  of  fact,  the  first  or  public  memorial  may  rather  be  said  to  express 
the  sentiments  entertained  by  the  Chamber  of  Conmierce  than  the  second,  for 
a  protest  was  transmitted  to  your  Lordship  by  certain  influential  members 
against  the  latter,  which  materially  diminished  any  value  that  might  be  thought 
to  attach  to  it. 

5.  It  is  impossible  therefore  to  escape  the  dilemma  of  identifying  both  these 
memorials  as  conveying  the  sentiments  of  the  same  individuals. 

6.  A  second  error  also  appears  in  their  present  memorial.  They  state  that 
their  memorial  was  not  published  until  the  21st  August,  whereas  the  first 
memorial  emanating  from  the  same  parties  was  published  in  the  "  Ottgerver '  of 
the  17th  of  that  month,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Elliott's  first  letter  addressed  to 
your  Lordship,  dated  the  15th  August  In  the  '*  Observer"  of  the  12th  of  that 
month  it  i^also  announced,  **  that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  had  memorialized 
'^  the  Secretary  of  State,  ascribing  the  discontent  of  the  people  to  the  new 
"  taxes."  I  need  not  remind  your  Lordship  that  the  rebellion  was  then  at  its 
height. 

7.  The  merchants  next  proceed  to  state  that  they  represent  individually,  and 
as  agents,  a  very  extended  interest  in  the  colony.  As  agents  certainly,  I  admit 
that  some  of  them  represent  the  proprietors  of  large  properties,  but  it  by  no 
means  follows  that  they  represent  their  political  opinions,  and  there  are  many 
others  who,  like  Sir  Herbert  Maddock,  would  reject  absolutely  the  slightest 
possible  connexion  between  the  shipment  of  his  cofiee  or  the  purchase  of  rice 
for  his  estate,  and  the  public  expression  of  his  opinions  on  general  subjects. 

In  the  last  but  ^'  I'inally,  in  another  paragraph  they  assume  to  themselves  the  name  and 

three.  position  of  a  **  deliberative  assembly.''    This  expression  might  possibly  have 

been  unintentionally  used,  but  I  think  it  right  to  invite  your  Lordship's  atten- 
tion to  the  point. 

9.  I  have  only  further  to  remark,  that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  so  called 
is  at  present  composed  of  about  27  individuals,  of  whom  7  resident  members 
are  partners  in  three  mercantile  houses. 

10.  Five  others  signed  the  protest,  and  therefore  dissent  from  the  rest ;  two 
are  absent  from  the  colony,  and  three  at  least  take  no  part  in  its  proceedings, 
nor  have  signed  any  of  its  memorials. 

I  T  have  &c 

The  Right  Hon.  Eari  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


End.  in  No.  48. 


Enclosure  in  No.  48. 


To  the  Right  -Honourable  the  Earl  Grev,  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for 

the  Colonies. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Ceylon. 
Respectfully  Sheweth, 

That  your  memorialists  have  been  honoured  by  the  Governor  Viscount  Torringlon, 
with  a  copy  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  bearing  date  24th  October  last,  No.  304,  and 
believing  themselves  to  have  been  misunderstood,  they  beg  leave  respectfully  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  to  your  Lordship. 

In  the  first  paragraph  it  appears  to  your  memorialists^  that  your  Lordship  has  confounded 
two  memorials  which  have  no  relation  whatever  to  each  other,  and  replied  to  both  as  emanating 
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from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  whereas  there  was  but  one  forwarded  by  that  body,  viz.,  the  CEYLON, 

one  to  which  the  protest  was  appended,  with  the  letter  of  the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  *"~ 

Chamber,  of  the  12tli  August,to  the  Honourable  the  Colonial  Secretary ;  the  other  memorial 
was  from  the  public,  and  neither  emanated  from  the  Chamber,  or  does  it  exist  upon  its 
records. 

In  the  second  paragraph  your  Lordship  states,  that  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  by  certain  other  members  of  the  Chamber,  they  express  their  dissent  from  the 
statements  contained  in  these  memorials.  If  your  Lordship  will  again  refer  to  the  letter,  you 
will  find  that  you  are  in  error  upon  two  points.  In  the  first  place,  the  letter  does  not  refer  to 
"memorials,"  but  simply  to  the  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  it  terms 
"  an  uncalled-for  interference,  and  highly  improper  at  this  juncture,'*  but  there  is  not  one  word 
in  it  intimating  dissent  from  its  statements. 

In  the  third  paragraph  your  Lordship  observes,  "  that  you  have  received  their  memorials,  but 
that  it  is  out  of  your  power  to  comply  with  their  prayer,  by  appointing  a  Commission  of 
Inquiry,  as  they  desire,  but  for  which  you  find  no  adequate  reason  assigned.*'  A  rebellion 
had  taken  place  (under  the  evil  effects  of  which  the  colony  is  now  suflFering  most  deeply),  the 
memorial  stated  that  ''  estates  were  being  abandoned,  business  was  at  a  stand  still,  and  that 
unless  some  measures  for  relief  were  taken,  the  colony  would  in  another  year  be  involved  in 
total  ruin  !"  In  these  circumstances  your  memorialists  were  under  the  impression  that  your 
Lordship  would  have  found  an  adequate  reason  for  their  prayer  for  a  Commission  of  Inquiry; 
they  regret  to  perceive  that  such  is  not  the  case. 

In  the  same  paragraph  your  Lordship  alludes  to  the  public  meeting  in  Kandy,  "  presided 
over  by  a  gentleman  of  such  high  character  and  station,  and  of  so  much  experience  in  the 
affairs  of  India  as  Sir  H.  Maddock.*'  Your  memorialists  do  not  presume  to  question  Sir  H. 
Maddock*s  attainments,  his  high  character,  or  his  acquaintance  with  the  affairs  of  India,  but 
they  cannot  help  stating  their  conviction,  that  his  acquaintance  with  the  affairs  of  this  island  is 
too  recent  and  limited  to  enable  him  to  form  an  accurate  judgment  of  what  is  best  calculated 
to  advance  its  interests  and  prosperity. 

In  the  fourth  paragraph  your  Lordship,  again  confounding  memorials  which  have  no  con- 
nexion whatever  with  each  other,  states  that  the  same  contain  *'  inaccurate  statements  of  the  real 
nature  of  the  measures  and  policy  of  the  local  authorities.  As  the  memorial  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  does  not  allude  to  the  policy  of  the  local  Government,  but  contents  itself  with 
merejy  pointing^  out  the  true  position  of  the  colony,  and  praying  for  a  Commission  of  Inquiry. 
Your  memorialists  conclude  that  this  charge  of  inaccuracy  must  have  reference  to  the  pubuc 
memorial,  and  consequently  that  it  would  be  out  of  place  for  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to 
make  any  comment  upon  your  Lordship*s  imputation. 

Your  Lordship  is  pleased  to  term  the  publication  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  Memorial 
^*  ill-timed  and  imprudent,"  whereas  on  the  date  of  the  Despatch  to  which  your  letter  purports 
to  reply,  no  publication  whatever  of  the  document  had  taken  place.  Your  Lordship's  letter  is  in 
reply  to  Lord  Torrington's  Despatch  of  the  15th  August.  The  publication  of  the  memorial 
did  not  take  place  until  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  when  the  rebellion  had  been  for  some 
time  quelled,  nor  would  it  then  have  been  given  to  the  press,  but  for  the  circulation  of  garbled 
and  inaccurate  statements  of  its  contents. 

Whilst  wishing  to  show  every  respect  to  the  confidential  adviser  of  Her  Majesty,  aa  well  as 
to  the  members  of  the  local  Government,  the  members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  consider 
that  they  represent  so  extended  an  interest  in  the  colony^  (not  only  individually  but  indirectly) 
that  they  would  have  been  wanting  in  their  duty  to  themselves  and  to  the  many  who  rely  on 
them,  if  they  had  failed  to  bring  directly  to  the  notice  of  your  Lordship,  their  opinions  on  the 
occasion  in  question ;  and  thougn  they  cannot  boast  of  unanimity,  yet  the  majority  which  carried 
the  address  of  their  former  letter  to  your  Lordship,  was  such  as  is  seldom  obtained  in  other 
deliberative  assemblies,  on  questions  of  great  pubUc  excitement,  viz.,  four-fifths  of  the  whole. 

The  members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  concur  with  your  Lordship  in  deeply  regretting 
such  errors  of  judgment  as  may  have  occurred  among  the  couductoi's  of  the  local  press ;  but  as 
the  Chamber  has  never  in  any  one  instance  appealed  to  its  influence,  your  memorialists  do 
not  see  the  force  of  your  Lordship's  inferences,  or  that  the  slightest  responsibility  attaches 
itself  to  them  for  those  errors. 

The  members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  feel^  moreover,  that  they  have  just  cause  of 
complaint  at  the  tone  of  your  Lordship's  replv  to  their  respectful  memorial  expressive  of 
loyalty,  dictated  by  stern  necessity,  and  forwarded  at  a  time  of  trying  difficulty. 

Finally,  it  is  with  the  deepest  regret  the  members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  (who,  in 
the  memorial  that  has  called  forth  your  Lordship's  reply,  pointed  out  die  distressed  state  of 
the  colony)  have  to  remark  that  they  do  not  perceive  one  single  expression  of  regret  or  sym- 
pathy on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  nor  does  your  Loraship  once  advert  to  those 
interests  which  have  rendered  this  island  one  of  the  most  important  appendages  of  the  British 
Crown.  All  such  matter  is  passed  over  in  silence,  though  before  this  reaches  your  Lordship, 
it  is  but  too  probable  that  the  agricultural  and  commeroal  interests  will  be  involved  in  total 
ruin* 

W.  RrrcHiB,  Chairman. 
Colombo,  12th  December,  1848.  James  Swan,  Honorary  Secretary. 
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^°-  ^^'  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Toerington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo,  December  15,  1848. 
My  Lord,  (Received  January  24,  1849.) 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  find  myself  unable  to  send  home  the 
Supply  Ordinance  for  the  year  1849,  before  the  close  of  the  current  year  ;  and, 
in  requesting  your  Lordship's  indulgence  for  this  omission,  it  becomes  my  duty 
to  offer  such  an  explanation  of  the  delay  as  will,  I  trust,  satisfy  your  Lordship 
that  it  has  been  unavoidable. 
•  Page  233.  2.  With  my  Despatch  No.  180,*  of  the  Uth  October,  I  transmitted  to  your 

Lordship  several  interesting  financial  tables,  showing  an  excess  in  the  revenue 
of  the  island  over  its  expenditure  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  present 
year  of  14,594^.,  arising  entirely  from  the  large  diminution  of  expenditure 
within  that  period,  as  compared  not  only  with  the  corresponding  period 
of  the  preceding  year  but  also  with  the  esthnated  expenditure  of  the  current 
year. 
Decrease  of  expendi-  3.  The  dccrcase  iu  the  amoimt  of  revenue  collected  during  ihe  same  period 
l^p»"d*"  wuh  *ti^^^  amounted  to  3574L  compared  with  1847. 

half  of  1847,21,791/.       4.  The  disturbauccs  in  the  interior,  and  the  extraordinary  military  charges 

tuaUompawd  wUh**^  cutailcd  upou  the  colony  since  the  close  of  the  first  half  of  the  current  year, 

estimated  expenditure  havc  uaturally  placcd  the  Government  in  a  less  favourable  financial  position 

20,435!.  "*"*  ^"°  *  than  must  otherwise  have  been  the  case.     Until  the  actual  expenses  incurred 

could  be  distinctly  ascertained,  and  the  prospects  of  continued  tranquillity 

became  more  completely  assured,  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  frame  any  sati9> 

factory  calculations  as  to  our  future  expenditure.    I  was  also  anxious  to  ascer- 

certain,  if  possible,  before  finally  arranging  the  Supply  Ordinance,  what  further 

amount  of  reduction  in  our  expenditure  it  would  be  practicable  to  effect  without 

delay :  and  it  was,  moreover,  necessary  for  me  to  ascertain  the  effect  of  the 

alterations  in  the  Customs'  duties,  which  took  place  from  the  1st  September 

last,  particularly  in  the  present  state  of  trade,  before  I  could  form  such  an 

estimate  of  our  probable  receipts  for  the  ensuing  year  as  would  be  entitited  to 

your  Lordship^s  confidence. 

5  Under  these  circumstances  the  publication  of  the  Supply  Ordinance  in 
the  Gazette  was  necessarily  delayed ;  but  I  am  happy  to  inform  your  Lordship 
that  it  is  now  before  the  Council,  and  will  be  passed  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days. 

6.  Before  I  proceed  to  submit  to  your  Lordship  the  rough  abstract  of  the 

u estimates  for  1849,  which  are  enclosed,  it  is  satisfactory  to  me  to  be  able  to 

h invite  your  attention  to  the  accompanying  abstracts  (marked  1,  2,  and  3)  of  the 

5: actual  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  first  nine  months  of  the  current  year ; 

and  in  doing  so,  it  is  necessary  to  remind  your  Lordship  that  the  third  quarter 

of  the  year  is,  at  all  times,  the  least  fietvourable  in  its  financial  aspect,  while  the 
last  quarter  is  usually  the  most  productive. 

7.  From  Table  1,  it  will  be  apparent  that  the  excess  of  expenditure  over  the 
revenue  during  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  has  not  been  more  than  9279?., 
although,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  the  unforeseen  expenses  occasioned  by 
the  insurrection  have  been  defrayed  during  tiiat  period,  with  almost  the  only 
exception  of  the  amount  due  to  the  Madras  Government  (including  the  hire  of 
a  steamer)  on  ax^count  of  the  extra  charges  incurred  by  soiding  down  the 
detachment  of  the  25th  Raiment  to  Trincomalie. 

8.  By  Table  No.  2,  it  will  appear  that,  although  there  has  been  a  nett 
^!!If  *^^**f"*^      decrease  in  flie  amount  of  revenue  actually  collected  compared  with  the  esti- 

OTer  estiinatea  expen-  _  .__     _  _  Tt  n  I.* 

ditureio  nine  months,  mated  amouut^  mil  thevc  has  been  a  corresponding  decrease  of  expenditure  to 
Ditto^of  expenditure  ^^  SBXoe  ext^it  Within  aboift  2000?.,  which  has  been  distributed  under  many 
fwr  wme  penod,        heads,  but  most  extcusivcly  mid«r  the  head  of  establishments. 

9.  By  Table  No.  3,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  balances  in  favour  of  Govemmoit 
amounted  on  the  30th  September  (after  deducting  the  same  received  on  loan 
from  the  Oriental  Bank,  viz.  17,078?.,  up  to  that  date)  to  64,780?. 

10.  I  now  proceed  to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  the  rough  estimates  for  1849, 
which  I  am  unwilling  to  delay  forwarding  to  your  Lordship  until  the  con- 
sideration of  them  in  Council  shall  have  been  closed.  And,  first,  with  r^ard 
to  the  anticipated  receipts,  I  have  thought  it  better  to  estimate  the  whole  of 
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them  upon  a  very  moderate  scale,  because  it  is  impossible  not  to  foresee  a  co^-  ckylow. 
siderable  reduction  of  income  from  some  of  the  principal  sources :  among  these 
the  most  important  is  the  department  of  Customs;  and  under  this  head, 
considering  the  alteration  of  tiie  export  duties, — the  prospect  of  a  diminished 
import  of  grain  and  some  few  other  articles,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  strike 
off,  as  compared  with  the  receipts  of  1847,  not  less  than  46,000/.,  so  that 
I  have  only  taken  an  estimate  for  1849  for  the  receipts  from  Customs  of 
100,000/. 

11.  In  the  same  way  I  have  taken  a  lower  estimate  for  the  probable  receipt 
from  stamps  than  circumstances  will  ultimately,  I  hope,  prove  to  have  been 
necessary,  because  I  am  unwilling  to  anticipate  too  large  a  revenue  from  the 
new  scale  of  stamp  duties  during  the  present  depressed  condition  of  the  colony. 

12.  Indeed,  I  am  disposed  to  entertain  a  well-founded  hope  that  the  esti- 
mated receipts  under  all  the  different  heads  have  been  taken  on  so  reasonable 
a  scale,  that  I  look  with  confidence  to  the  realization  of  full  400,000i  of 
revenue  for  the  year  1849. 

13.  On  the  other  hand,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty,  while  seeking  every  practi- 
cable mode  of  reducing  the  expenditure,  to  include  in  the  estimates,  in  the 
first  place,  all  those  establishments  which  the  Government  is  not  yet  in  a 
position  very  materially  to  modify,  because,  although  I  anticipate  the  best 
possible  effects  from  the  labours  of  the  Committee  who  are  now  employed  in 
reviewing  the  whole  expenditure  of  the  colony,  still  it  is  impossible  that  their 
recommendations  can  all  be  carried  into  effect  without  considerable  delay.     In 

my  Despatch  No.  221,*  by  this  mail,  I  have  already  stated  to  your  Lordship  *  Page  sou 
that  I  hope  to  be  able,  with  the  previous  apiwrobation  of  Her  M^esty's  Govern- 
ment, to  lay  before  the  Coimcil,  in  the  autumn  of  next  year,  a  well-digested 
plan  for  remodelling  and  reducing  the  establishments.  In  the  meanwhile,  it  is 
obvious  that  the  machinery  of  Government  must  be  maintained  chiefly  in  its 
present  form,  and  that  its  engagements  must  be  fulfilled. 

14.  At  the  same  time,  I  feel  confident  that  extensive  reductions  will  be 
effected  in  the  general  expenditure  of  the  colony  in  the  course  of  the  year,  and 
I  may  here  mention  that,  although  I  have  taken  a  liberal  estimate  for  the 
necessary  expenditure  on  roads  and  works,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  effect  a 
considerable  saving  under  that  head,  by  the  qperatioa  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Road  Ordinance. 

15.  I  am  able  to  assure  your  Lordship,  with  earnestness,  that  I  shall  omit  na 
possible  opportunity  of  curtailing  every  outlay  that  is  not,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, absolutely  indispensable  for  the  public  service. 

16.  It  remains  for  me  to  advert  to  one  item  of  expenditiure  to  which  I  have 
the  greater  reluctance  to  allude,  because  it  has  been  found  absolutely  impossible 
to  include  it  in  our  present  Supply  Ordinance,,  although  I  shall  use  every 
effort  to  meet  that  charge  as  the  year  advances,  and  I  shall  have  a  better  oj^or- 
tunity  of  judging  of  the  state  of  our  finances.  I  allude  to  the  military  contri- 
bution of  24,000/.  a-year. 

17.  In  omitting  this  item  from  our  present  estimates  of  expenditure,  I  beg  to 
assure  your  Lordship  that  it  is  not  my  object  to  draw  at  once  for  any  larger 
sum  on  account  of  the  Queen's  pay  of  troops  than  I  am  already  authorized  to 
draw  for  upon  the  Lords  of  Her  Majesty^s  Treasury.  I  shall  continue  to 
advance  the  usual  military  disbursements  through  the  general  Treasury  without 
any  change,  except  that  the  2000/.  a-month  will  for  the  present  stand  as  an 
advance  to  Her  Majesty's  Treasury.  If,  as  the  year  progresses,  it  should  be 
found  that  any  extraordinary  and  unlooked-for  diminution  in  our  receipts 
should  take  place,  or  if  the  reductions  in  our  expenditure  which  I  shall  do  my 
utmost  to  effect  should  still  be  insufficient  to  balance  the  account  and  defray 
the  **  Military  Contribution,**  I  shall  be  compelled  to  throw  myself  upon  the 
consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  a  temporary  remission  of  this 
charge.  To  them,  and  to  your  Lordship  more  especially,  I  look  with  confi- 
dence for  every  reasonable,indulgence,  and  for  every  allowance  that  can  be 
made  for  my  anxious  exertions  during  a  period  of  imequalled  commercial 
depression,  of  political  agitation,  and  social  excitement. 

I  have,  &C., 
(Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey, 
&c.  &c. 
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Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington  to 
Earl  Grey,  dated  Queen's  House,  Colombo,  December  15,  1848. 

(Confidential.) 

"  It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  apprize  your  Lordship, 
without  loss  of  time,  that  rumours  have  for  some  days  past  been  brought  to 
me  of  the  apprehension  of  a  renewal  of  disturbances,  if  not  of  actual  insurrec- 
tion, in  the  neighbourhood  of  kandy. 

*'2.  It  is  a  striking  circumstance  that  on  the  present  occasion  no  cause 
whatever  appears  to  be  assigned  for  the  apprehension,  or  rather  no  grounds  of 
a  political  nature  for  the  outbreak,  if  it  sHbuld  be  renewed.  As  far  as  my 
information  extends,  not  a  word  is  said  about  taxes,  no  complaint  is  made  of 
oppression,  but  the  peasantry  appear  to  have  been  seized  with  a  sudden  dread 
of  the  approach  of  an  enemy.  In  some  parts  of  the  country  they  have  been 
urged  to  conceal  their  property ;  in  other  parts  they  are  said  to  be  arming  them- 
selves, and  manufacturing  coarse  gunpowder,  and  what  is  very  remarkable,  so 
great  has  been  the  demand  for  salt  (which  is  said  generally  to  be  the  precursor 
of  an  outbreak),  that  the  price  of  it  has  already  risen  to  nearly  treble  its  ordinary 
rate  in  the  Kandian  market 

**  3.  Although  the  rumours  are  all  very  vague  and  undefined,  they  are  very 
widely  spread,  and  I  am  informed  that  on  several  of  the  coffee  estates  notices 
have  been  posted  np  warning  the  Malabar  coolies  that  if  they  do  not  leave  their 
masters  they  will  be  killed.  But  it  is  a  striking  fact,  that  with  all  the  means 
which  the  Government  is  supposed  to  have  at  its  command,  and  in  spite  of  the 
long  residence  of  the  Government  Agent  in  the  province^  and  his  perfect  acquaint- 
ance with  the  language  and  the  habits  of  the  Kandians,  no  trustworthy  informa- 
tion can  be  obtained,  and  the  Government  is  entirely  at  a  loss  to  find  on  whom 
among  the  native  chiefs  or  headmen  it  can  rely. 

"  4.  I  cannot  avoid  surmising  that  some  deep-rooted  plan  of  agitation  is  on  foot. 
Certain  it  is  that  some  of  those  who  have  taken  a  leading  part  in  the  late  outbreak 
have  lately  visited  the  districts  which  were  previously  disturbed,  but  it  is 
remarkable  that  the  only  ground  for  this  new  excitement,  which  has  got 
abroad  among  the  Kandians,  is  a  rumour  that  the  French  are  about  to  land  at 
Trincomalee,  and  that  they  will  advance  upon  Kandy.  A  story  of  this  kind 
preceded  the  outbreak  of  July  last,  but  was  not  at  that  time  so  definite  or  so 
widely  spread  as  at  present.  It  is  now  said  to  have  been  brought  over  from 
the  coast  of  India  by  some  Mohamedans  who  came  to  Trincomalee,  and  are 
stated  to  have  travelled  up  through  the  Bintenne  country  towards  Kandy. 

*'  5.  It  is  also  curious  that  one  of  the  latest  reports  brought  confidentially  by 
yesterday's  mail,  states  that  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Matelle  are 
expecting  the  Veddahs,  or  the  wild  men  of  the  Veddah  and  Bintenne  country 
to  advance  and  fight  on  the  side  of  the  insurgents.  Accounts  of  the  unsettled 
state  of  people*s  minds  have  been  brought  from  Kornegalle,  Matelle,  and  Upper 
Doombera.  The  Assistant  Agent  at  Matelle,  Mr.  H.  Templer,  assured  me 
yesterday  that  he  had  little  doubt  that  another  attack  was  being  planned  on 
Matelle,  and  various  accounts  seem  to  give  strength  to  the  rumour  that  an  out- 
break of  some  kind  or  other  was  to  take  place  witjiin  the  next  few  days,  but 
where  the  storm  was  to  burst,  or  to  what  points  it  was  to  extend,  appears  not 
to  be  known. 

*'  6.  Every  rumour  is  of  so  vague  a  nature,  and  the  information  obtained  both 
by  the  civil  and  the  military  so  uncertain,  that  I  abstain  from  forwarding  to 
your  Lordship  the  various  documents  which  have  reached  me.  All,  however, 
agree  that  something  is  going  to  happen,  or  has  at  leisist  been  planned.  An  ola 
was  found  in  the  Court-house  at  Kandy  a  few  days  ago,  which,  although  full 
of  erroneous  statements,  is  evidently  intended  to  create  alarm.  It  speaks  of 
another  pretended  king  who  is  to  come  from  Kattregam. 

"  7.  My  own  impression  is,  that  no  disturbance  will  really  take  place.  I  am 
disposed  to  attribute  the  excitement  to  the  vague  alarms  created  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  by  agitators  on  the  spot,  rather  than  to  any  real  sense  of  grievances 
to  complain  of. 

*'  8.  As  the  brother  of  the  pretended  king  is  still  in  the  troublesome  district 
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of  Upper  Doombera,  surrounded  by  a  few  followers,  I  have  directed  the  pro-        ceylon. 
clamation  offering  a  reward  for  his  apprehension  to  be  issued  afresh. 

^'  9.  A  reinforcement  to  the  troops  at  Matelle  has  already  been  sent  there 
by  Lieut-Colonel  Droughty  consisting  both  of  Europeans  and  Malays ;  and  by 
way  of  precaution,  a  detachmsnt  of  one  company  of  the  37th  regimenti  of  100 
strong,  will  march  from  this  place  for  Kandy  to-morrow  morning.  At  the 
same  time,  100  men  of  the  pioneer  corps,  armed,  are  to  be  placed  under  the 
orders  of  Colonel  Drought,  and  he  has  been  authorized  to  distribute  arms  and 
ammunition  among  some  of  the  most  trustworthy  coffee  planters,  who  have  been 
advised  and  encouraged  to  concert  measures  for  the  protection  of  their  estates, 
and  by  no  means  to  leave  them  unless  compelled  to  do  so  by  overpowering 
numbers. 

"  10.  In  conclusion,  my  Lord,  I  am  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  neglecting 
no  precaution,  however  little  reliance  I  may  be  disposed  to  place  upon  the 
rumours  which  are  abroad.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  find  that  all  the  civil  and 
military  authorities  are  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  at  this  crisis, 
and  I  can  so  entirely  rely  upon  the  loyalty  of  the  mass  of  the  respectable  inha- 
bitants, that  I  have  little  expectation  of  any  real  outbreak,  and  can  have  no 
doubt  of  its  immediate  suppression,  if  it  occurs." 

P.S.  6  P.M. — Intelligence  has  this  moment  been  received  by  express  from 
Kandy  that  all  is  quiet,  that  the  excitement  of  the  natives  appears  to  be  wearing 
off,  and  that  no  disturbances  need  for  the  present,  at  all  events,  be  apprehended. 
I  have  accordingly  given  directions  that  a  proclamation  be  inmiediately  issued, 
calculated  to  quiet  the  fears  of  the  people,  and  to  assure  them  that  there  is  no 
cause  whatever  for  alarm.  At  the  same  time,  it  will  warn  them  against  being 
led  away  by  the  bad  advice  of  evil-disposed  persons.  It  is  not  thought  expedient 
to  counter-order  the  march  of  the  detachment  from  hence  to-morrow  morning, 
for  it  will  be  a  good  opportunity  to  convince  the  people  how  rapidly  assistance 
could  be  obtained  if  required. 

I  trust  to-morrow's  account  will  be  equally  satisfactory. 

T. 


Enclosure  in  No.  60.  Bn^.  In  Nq.  50. 

In  the  name  of  Her  Majesty  Victoria,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 

Queen  Defender  of  the  Faith. 

Proclamation 
By  his  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  Viscount  Torrington,  Knight  Grand  Cross 
of  the  Order  of  Ernestine  of  Saxony,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over 
the  British  settlements  and  territories  in  the  island  of  Ceylon^  with  the  dependencies 
thereof. 

(Signed)  Torrington. 

Whereas  it  has  been  repres^ted  to  us  that  designing  and  mischievous  men  have  been 
lately  spreading  reports  to  the  effect  that  a  renewal  was  apprehended  of  disturbances  in  the 
Kandyan  country,  and  that  armed  assemblies  had  been  seen  at  different  places :  And  whereas 
such  reports  were  intended  to  facilitate  plunder  by  spreading  confusion,  and  timid  people  have 
been  alarmed  by  them.  Now  we  desire  it  to  be  known,  that  we  have  caused  strict  inquiries  to 
be  made  by  the  officers  of  our  Government  into  these  matters,  and  as  to  the  truth  of  these 
rumours,  and  that  up  to  tliis  date  we  have  received  the  most  satisfactory  reports  in  reply  as  to 
the  perfect  tranquillity  of  all  parts  of  the  Kandyan  provinces. 

We  therefore  take  thb  opportunity  to  allay  the  alarms  of  all  peaceful  and  well-disposed  per- 
sons,  and  to  assure  them  of  protection  and  security,  the  most  effectual  precautions  bemg  always 
at  hand  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace  and  for  the  prompt  suppression  of  any  attempts 
to  disturb  it. 

Given  at  Colombo  this  Fifteenth  day  of  December,  One  thousand  Eight  hundred  and 
Forty- eight. 

By  His  Excellency's  Command^ 

(Signed)  J.  Emerson  Tunnent,  Colonial  Secretary. 
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No.  51.  ^ 

C!oPY  of  a  DESPATCH  from  tlie  Right  Hon,  Viscount  Torrington  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo,  December  18,  1&48. 
My  Lord,  {Beceived  February  1,  1849.) 

Since  the  dqiarture  of  the  mail  of  the  15th  instant,  I  have  rec^Yed 
further  information  from  Kandy  which  tends  to  confirm  me  in  the  concludon 
at  which  I  stated  to  your  Lordship  in  my  confidential  Despatch  I  had  arrived, 
that  there  would  be  no  renewal  of  the  disturbances  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
although  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  omit  no  precaution  which  might  have  the 
efiect  of  calming  the  fears  of  the  inhabitants.  1  hasten  to  forward,  by  way  of 
Bombay,  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  which  has  been  received  from  the  super- 
intendent of  police  at  Kandy,  who  is  himself  by  birth  a  Kandian.  It  is  curious, 
as  tending  to  confirm  the  statements  previously  made  to  me,  that  the  minds  of 
the  natives  have  been  much  disturbed,  not  by  any  real  groimds  for  alarm,  but 
by  mere  reports  of  the  most  v^gue  and  undefined  description,  that  the  French 
had  landed  in  the  island,  and  that  war  between  them  and  the  English  was  about 
to  take  place. 

I  have  no  apprehension  of  any  real  outbreak,  and  indeed  it  is  evident  that  the 
momentary  excitement  is  rapidly  passing  away.  I  have  just  received  a  private 
letter  from  a  gaitleman  whose  property  lies  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Matelle. 
He  says,  "  I  went  through  what  is  said  to  be  the  most  excited  part  of  the  district 
*'  yesterday,  and  I  cannot  believe  that  there  is  anjrthing  wrong  there.  My  estate 
"  is  the  first  through  which  any  party  must  pass  in  going  from  Asgeria  to  Ma- 
"  telle,  and  if  any  riotous  proceedings  take  place,  they  will  be  firmly  met  I 
''pay  my  coolies  on  both  my  estates  two  days  hence,  and  I  have  no  fear  of  their 
**  leaving  me,  or  becoming  in  any  degree  alarmed  at  the  reports  which  are  flying 
"about.*' 

I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  commimicate  to  your  Lordship  the  latest  intelligence 
I  haver  eceived,  which,  as  it  entirely  corroborates  the  statement  which  I  for- 
warded three  days  ago,  will,  I  trust,  suffice  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  there 
is  no  real  cause  for  alarm. 

I  have,  &c., 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  TORRINGTON. 

&C.         &c.         &c. 


End.  in  No.  51.  Enclosure  in  No.  51. 

Sir,  PoKce-oflSce,  Kandy,  Decenaber  15,  1848. 

I  BEG  to  bring  to  your  notice  that  there  is  a  false  report  spread  all  over  the  country 
that  several  thousand  French  troops  have  arrived  on  the  island  with  ammunition,  fire-arms, 
and  artillery,  secured  in  boxes,  and  are  waiting  in  Trincomalie  and  Hambantotte  for  more 
force,  on  whose  arrival  they  willjoin  the  prince,  who  is  now  on  the  island,  and  make  war  with 
the  English  and  take  Ceylon.  Toe  country  people  believe  this  story  so  much,  that  they  sell 
their  goods  cheap,  and  buy  salt  to  keep  for  their  use  during  the  war.  I  am  at  a  loss  how  this 
rumour  has  been  spread  throughout  the  country,  but  it  is  in  the  mouth  of  every  one,  although 
I  do  not  at  all  bdieve  anything  of  the  kind.  I  would  suggest,  in  order  to  prevent  the  poor 
innocent  Kandyans  from  ruin,  that  a  notice  or  printed  explanation  diould  be  published 
throughout  the  province. 

I  understand  that  superintendents  of  the  coffee  estates,  also,  hearing  this,  are  going  to  leave 
tbeir  estates.  I  f  they  do  so,  the  loose-charactered  low  countrymen,  together  with  some  Kandyans 
similar  to  them,  will  plunder  the  estates. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Signed)  D.  L.  Banda,  Acting  Superintendent. 

The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
Colombo. 
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Despatches  from  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey. 
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(No.  420  No.  1. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

TORRINGTON. 

My  Lord,  Downing-street,  June  28,  1847. 

I  HAVE  received  and  laid  before  the  Queen  the  late  Sir  Colin  Campbell's 
Despatches,  No.  2,  of  the  2nd  of  January,  and  No.  3,  of  the  4th  of  January  last;, 
the  former  transmitting  an  Ordinance,  No.  9,  of  1846,  passed  by  himself,  with 
the  advi^  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Ceylon,  intituled  an  Ordi- 
nance *•  To  apply  a  sum  not  exceeding  57,936/.,  to  defray  the  Supplementary 
'*  Contingent  Charges  of  the  year  1846;"  and  the  latter  forwarding  an  Ordi- 
nance, No.  13,  of  1846,  intituled  an  Ordinance  '*  To  apply  a  sum  not  exceeding 
"  168,756/.,  to  the  Contingent  Service  of  the  year  1847." 

I  have  received  the  Queen*s  commands  to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  that  Her 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  confirm  and  allow  these  Ordinances.  You  will 
communicate  Her  Majesty's  decision  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  by  a 
proclamation  to  be  published  in  the  usual  and  most  authentic  manner. 

As  the  contemplated  revision  of  the  system  of  taxation  at  Ceylon  may 
occasion  a  temporary  diminution  of  revenue,  I  must  caution  your  Lordship  not 
to  undertake  any  of  the  public  works,  for  which  provision  is  made  in  the 
Ordinances,  except  those  which  may  be  absolutely  necessary,  and  selecting, 
first,  such  only  as  you  may  consider  to  be  most  urgent. 

Adverting  to  the  representations  in  the  Report  of  the  Sub-Committee  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  as  to  the  inconclusive  nature  of  the  information  which  had 
been  submitted  to  them  in  support  of  the  appropriation  comprised  in  the  Ordi- 
nance No.  9,  I  have  to  observe,  that  the  Ordinance  should  have  been  accom- 
panied by  a  statement,  showing  the  amount  of  all  outstanding  charges  for 
which  the  balances  in  the  public  chests  were  liable  at  the  time  the  suK>le- 
mentary  appropriations  were  proposed,  and  the  real  amount  of  surplus  revenue 
that  would  be  applicable  to  meet  these  appropriations ;  but  I  trust  that  the 
instructions  relating  to  the  accounts  of  the  colony,  with,  which  the  Ceylon 
Government  has  recently  been  furnished,  will  be  found  to  provide  for  such 
uniformity  of  arrangement  and  immediate  identification  of  all  expenditure  with 
the  authorized  estimates,  as  will  prevent  the  recurrence  of  complaints  of 
deficient  information  in  those  respects. 

I  have,  &c. 


The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(Signed) 


GREY. 


No.  2.  (No.  66.) 


No.  2. 


Page  5. 


Answered  by 
Crovernor,  11  Nov., 
1847,  No.  153. 
page  17. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

Torrington. 

My  LoRDy  Downing-street,  August  6,  1847. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  No.  20,*  of  the  8th  of  June,  reporting 
upon  the  financial  condition  of  the  colony  under  your  government. 

I  shall  hereafter  have  occasion  to  enter  fully  into  this  important  subject ;  but 
there  is  one  portion  of  your  Despatch  with  respect  to  which  I  must  lose  no  time 
in  stating  to  you  my  views.  I  refer  to  the  question  of  withdrawing  the 
Government  paper  currency  from  circulation. 

You  suggest,  that  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  finances  will  permit,  and  the 
amount  of  coin  accumulated  in  the  public  treasury  will  warrant  the  measure, 
the  Government  paper  money  of  Ceylon  should  be  redeemed. 

Now,  I  am  far  from  thinking  that  such  a  currency  is  necessarily  objection- 
able; on  the  contrary,  if  issued  under  proper  regulations  to  guard  against 
excess,  I  consider  that  it  may  form  a  medium  of  exchange  not  less  safe  than  a 
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metallic  currency,  and  at  the  same  time  much  cheaper  and  more  convenient ; 
therefore  effecting  an  important  saving  of  the  capital  of  the  community. 

I  have  lately  had  occasion  to  address  the  Governor  of  New  Zealand  on  this 
subject,  and  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  my  Despatch  to  that 
officer,  in  which  my  views  are  fully  explained. 

For  the  present  I  have  only  to  instruct  your  Lordship  to  take  no  steps,  with- 
out further  orders,  for  withdrawing  the  Government  paper  currency,  but  to  35.— Feb.  2,  i847 
allow  it  to  circulate  as  usual ;  and  I  must  enjoin  your  Lordship  to  be  parti- 
cularly careful  in  conducting  the  inquiries  which  you  propose  to  institute  on 
the  subject ;  to  use  the  utmost  caution  to  prevent  any  discredit  being  thrown 
on  the  paper  currency,  or  any  doubt  created  as  to  its  being  continued  in  use. 

The  only  caution  I  have  to  prescribe  in  continuing  to  use  these  notes,  as  has 
heretofore  been  the  practice,  until  some  permanent  system  can  be  established, 
is,  not  to  increase  the  issues  by  paying  any  demands  upon  the  Government  by 
means  of  paper  created  for  that  purpose ;  but  Government  notes  in  the  treasury 
which  have  been  received  in  payment  of  taxes,  or  of  other  debts  due  to  the 
Government,  may  be  used  without  scruple  in  discharge  of  the  ordinary  demands 
of  the  public  expenditure 

I  have  to  desire  that,  in  reporting  to  me  farther  on  this  subject,  your  Lord- 
ship will  furnish  me  with  the  most  complete  account  in  your  power  of  the 
origin  of  this  paper  money,  showing  at  what  date  it  was  first  issued,  to  what 
extent  and  under  what  rules  it  has  been  circulated,  and  also  the  amount  of  it 
^s  compared  with  the  estimated  amount  of  the  metallic  currency  circulating 
in  the  island,  and  with  the  amount  of  paper  issued  by  the  banks. 

Your  Lordship  will  further  report  to  me,  whether  the  Government  paper 
money  is  readily  received  in  payment  by  the  natives,  as  well  as  by  the 
European  community ;  and  what  is  the  highest  and  lowest  denomination  ofthe 
notes  in  circulation. 

I  return  herewith  the  note  which  you  sent  for  my  inspection. 

If  your  Lordship,  after  consulting  with  the  Executive  Council  of  your 
Government,  should  be  still  of  opinion  that  the  present  form  of  note  is  not 
difficult  of  forgery,  immediate  measures  should  be  taken  for  substituting  a  new 
and  better  form. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)       '     GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  2.  End.  in  No.  2. 

Sir,'  Downing-street,  February  2,  1847. 

I  HAVE  already,  in  my  Despatch  of  December  23,  No.  23,  remarked^  that  for  some 
time  to  come  ihe  occasions  whidiwill  arise  for  calling  together  the  General  Legislature  of  New 
Zealand  will  probably  be  exceedingly  rare,  and  as  I  conceive  that  to  be  compelled  to  summon 
that  body  at  an  early  period  after  the  intended  change  in  the  form  of  government  shall  have 
been  brought  into  operation  might  prove  highly  inconvenient^  I  consider  it  to  be  desirable,  that 
before  that  change  takes  place,  you  should  endeavour  to  avail  yourself  of  the  authority  of  the 
existing  legislature,  in  oraer  to  pass  all  such  laws  as  seem  to  be  immediately  required  upon 
subjects  on  which  the  Act  of  ParUament  will,  under  the  new  charter,  confine  to  the  General 
Assembly  the  power  of  legislating  for  both  the  provinces  into  which  the  colony  is  to  be  divided. 

Amongst  these  subjects  there  is  one  which  seems  to  me  to  require  very  early  attention ;  I 
allude  to  that  of  the  regulation  of  the  currency  of  the  colony.  Since  the  recall  of  the  deben- 
tures which  were  issu^  by  Captain  Fitzroy,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  description  of  paper 
money  has  been  in  circulation  in  the  colony;  but  judging  from  what  has  taken  place  in  other 
British  colonies,  I  can  entertain  no  doubt,  that  with  the  increase  of  trade,  a  demand  for  such  a 
cheap  and  convenient  medium  of  exchange  will  speedily  arise.  Nor  do  I  see  any  objection  to 
the  creation  of  a  paper  currency ;  on  the  contrary,  provided  it  is  properly  regulated,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  such  a  mode  of  economy  of  capital^  where  capital  is  so  greatly  wanted*  must  be 
exceedingly  advantageous. 

The  discussions  which  have  taken  place  of  late  years,  and  more  especially  the  proceed- 
ings in  Parliamant,  upon  the  occasion  of  the  last  renewal  of  the  Bank  Charter,  have,  I  appre- 
hend^ in  the  judgment  of  those  whose  authority  is  of  most  weight  on  this  subject,  finally  settled 
the  principles  upon  which  a  paper  currency  ought  to  be  regulated.  Although  a  regard  for 
existing  interests  has  prevented  tnese  principles  from  being  acted  upon  in  this  country  to  their 
full  extent,  there  is  no  longer  much  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  general  nature  of  the  system 
which  an  adherence  to  them  would  prescribe.     In  New  Zealand  I  believe  that  no  such  interests 
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CETLOJX.         Yig^y^  y3(  grown  up, though,  thejr would  not  £ail  speedily  to  daso*.    lb  iei^  tlferaaftnra«.l  traat^atilt 
"""^  possible  in  tba^.  colony  to  secure  the  great  advantageft  vriiid^  eould  not  (Sill;  te  omilt  fran  tbs 

establishment  of  a  paper  currency  regulated,  upon  the  most  oovrect  prindytw.  Ther  viaw  which 
I  take  of  these  principles  b  as  follows  : — ^The  business  of  bankings  or  of  dealing  in  money,  and 
that  of  issuing  paper  money,  I  consider  to  have  not  merely  no  necessary,  but  no  proper,  con- 
nection with  each  other.  The  former  is  a  branch  of  commercial  business,  which  should  be 
left,  like  ©very  other,  to  private  enterprise.  But  to  issue  money,  that  b,  to^  ftirnish  the  autho- 
rized medium  of  exchange,  is  one  of  the  peculiar,  and  not  the  leant  important,,  Ainetkuis  of  d^ 
Government.  With  reepect  to  the  coinage,  thift  principle  hae  alws^  bee&  raeogntaBed;  nor  » 
there  any  attribute  of  sovereignty  which  has  been  more  strongly  insisted  upon  and  naore  rigidljp 
guarded  from  invasion  by  the  supreme  authority  of  ahnoat  every  State,  whether  of  ancient  or 
modern  times,  than  the  exclusive  right  of  coining  money  for  the  use  of  its  own  subjects.  As  to 
the  issue  of  paper  money,  a  different  rule  has  generally  been  followed,  but,  as  experience  has 
proved,  with  the  very  worst  results.  By  allowing  the  issue  of  paper  money  to  Become  a  com- 
mercial speculation,  the  amount  issued  from  time  to  time  has  been,  made  tor  vary,  not  aecordmg 
to  the  real  wants  of  the  commmiity,  but  according  to  the  interest  at  the  issners.  Thus  the  valu» 
af  this  description  of  currency  has  been  rendered  uncertain^  and  all  the  evils  bane  been  entailed 
upon  the  community  whidi  result  from  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  measuve  of  value  and 
general  medium  of  exchange.  The  value  of  a  metallic  currency  is  not  liable  to  injurious  fluc^ 
tuations,  simply  because  the  amount  in  circulation  cannot  be  arbitrarily  varied,  but  is  self-regu- 
lated by  the  exchanges  of  which  the  operation  is  too  powerful  Uy  be  controlled'  by  law.  In 
order,  therefore,  to  unite  the  advantages  of  cheapness  and  convenience  which  belong  to  a  paper 
currency  with  those  of  steadmesa  and  uniformity  of  value  which  beh»ng  to  a  metauic  curremnr, 
one  of  the  former  deseriptbn  ought  to  be*  so  regulated  that  the  amount  in  circulation  should 
vary  according  to  the  same  laws  which  govern  the  latter.  This  is  to  be  accomplished  by  pro^ 
viding  that  paper  money,  beyond  some  fixed  amount  clearly  within  the  wants  of  the  country  in 
which  it  circulates,  shall  only  be  issued  in  exchange  for  the  precious  metals,  and  that  it  snail' 
always  be  payable  in  the  same.  Under  this  system  the  circulation  can  only  be  increased  when 
it  is  the  interest  of  private  individuals  to  import  bullion,  which  they  may  exchange- for  paper, 
mnd  can  only  be  contracted  in  like  manner  when  it  is  their  interest,  to  demand  bullion  in  ex- 
change for  paper.  The  system  now  established  in  this  country  by  the  authority  oC  Parliansent 
is  founded  upon  this  principle,  to  which  it  conforms  as  nearly  as  the  necessity  of  showing  refipard 
to  vested  interests  would  permit  at  the  time  that  the  arrangement  wa&made.  In  New  Zealand 
a  simple  and  more  perfect  system  may,  I  hope,  be  adopted!  I  would  suggest  that  a  law 
should  be  pnssed  authorizing  the  issue  of  a  colonial  paper  currency  which  should  be  a  legal 
tender  in  payment  of  all  srnns  exceeding  40«. ;  for  sums  nnder  46«.  British'  silver  coin*  should  be 
Mcaived,  as  in  this  country.  This  colonial  paper  should,  be^  mode-  payable  either  in  gold  at  tha. 
English  Mint  price,  or  in  silver,  receiving  the  coins  of  different  nations  (except  British  silver)  at 
the  rated  values  assigned  to  them  in  the  proclamations  from  time  to  time  issued  under  the 
authority  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury.  All  persons  should  abO' haver  the-right^ 
on  tendering  gold  and  silver  at  the  same  rates,  to  receive  colonial  paper  in  exchange.  You  are 
aware  that  in  this  country  gold  is  the  standard  of  value,  mid  that  the  silver  coins' merely  cir- 
culate as  tokens  at  a  nominal  value,  which  is  considerably  higher  than  their  real  worth.  By 
the  regulation  I  have  suggested,  gold  would  also  be  the  stand^ud  of  value  in  New  Zealand ; 
but  considering  how  largely  silver,  and  especially  silver  dollars,  circulate  in  the  countries 
nearest  to  New  Zealand,  and  with  which  it  would  be  likely  to  have  the  most  frequent  com- 
mercial intercourse,  it  would,  I  think,  be  convenient  that  such  silver  coins  should  be  used  in 
common  with  gold  for  the  payment  of  the  colonial  paper  money  at  the  values  assigned  to  theofc 
by  proclamation  with  reference  to  the  pound  sterling.  Notes  for  1/.,  but  not  for  any  lower 
amount,  should,  I  think,  be  issued 

Should  you  find  it  practicable  to  establish  such  a  paper  currency,  tfie  mode  of  bringing  it 
intto  circulation  would  be  a  very  simple  one.  An  office  for  the  exchange  of  paper,  for  gold  or 
silver,  should  be  established  at  Wellington,  and  another  at  Auckl^eoid.  To  tnese  offices  all 
money  of  the  description  now  in  circulation  received  by  the  government  (except  small  silver 
reserved  for  minor  payments),  should  be  sent  to  be  exchanged  for  coloniaf  paper  money,  and 
private  individuals  should  be  invited,  but  not  required  to  do  the  same.  The  coibnial  govera- 
meut  by  not  re-issuing  specie  which  came  into  its  hands  would  have  no*  difficulty  in  speedIFy 
substituting  the  new  paper  money  for  the  coin  now  in  circulation.  The  issue  of  the  new  paper 
currency  tmine  complete,  it  would  be  adVisabte  that  one-fourth  of  the  specie  received  in  ex- 
change for  it  imould  be  retained  to  meet  any  demands  for  payment  whieh  might  be  made,  and 
that  tiie  remainder  should  be  invested  so  as  to  produce  some  return  to  the  colony.  With  this  view 
the  best  arrangement  would  probably  be,  that  it  should  be  transmitted  to  Sydney  and  deposited 
(on  sufficient  security)  with  one  of  the  principal  banking-  estabUshments  in  that  town ;  the 
interest  which  it  would  produce  should  go  in  the  first  place  towanb  paying  the  expenses  of 
managing,  the  paper  currency,  and  the  surplus,  if  any,  tx)wards  the  gener^  expenses  of  the 
colony.  The  same  law  which  estabUshed  this  currency  should  also  strictly  prohibit  the  issue 
of  any  other  description  of  paper  payable  on  demand  in  New  Zealand. 

In  suggesting  to  you  the  creating  of  a  paper  currency  thus  regulated,  I  am  far  from  meaning, 
to  prescribe  to  you  that  such  a  measure  should  be  adopted',  if  there  should  exist  reasons  with  whim 
I  am  unacquainted  which  would  render  it  unsafe ;  for  instance,  if  there  shonfiel  be  ground*  for 
apprehending  that  it  would  gfiverise  to  difficulties  with  the  natives,  who  might  not  improbablj 
be  unwilling  to  give  up  the  use  of  the  kind  of  money  to  which  they  are  accustomed  for  one 
which  it  might  not  be  very  easy  for  them  to  undferstand.     Any  sudi  cKfflculty  as  this  might 
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probaUy  be  •ebviated  by  makiag  the  substitution  of  the  colonial  paper  money  for  specie  more         CSTLOV; 
fffadual  than  I  iMtve  in  the  jveoMing  part  of  this  despatch  recommended.     It  woula  of  course  *"*^ 

be  easy  to  make  the  prooess  of  change  from  one  system  to  the  other  as  gradual  as  might  be 
desired,  by  allowing  a  given  proportion  of  the  specie  which  mig^ht  be  received  by  the  govern- 
ment to  be  for  a  time  reissued,  so  that  it  might  not  entirely  be  withdrawn  from  circulation 
until  the  use  of  the  substitute  provided  for  it  came  to  be  understood.  These  are,  however, 
points  which  I  may  with  the  utmost  confidence  leave  to  voiu*  own  Judgment.  All  I  wish  ear- 
nestly to  press  upon  your  attention  is,  the  importance  of  occupying,  if  possible,  the  ground  by 
some  government  paper  before  private  banking  companies  shaAi  have  taken  possession  of  it.  JUT 
this  is  neglected,  I  am  persuaded  that  it  will  practically  be  impossible  to  prevent  such  com- 
panies from  bein^  formed,  and  from  issuing  notes  for  circulation;  it  will  be  equally  impossible 
to  confine  the  privilege  to  any  single  private  company :  such  a  monopoly  would  be  sure  to 
create  too  much  dissatisfection  amongst  all  exduded  from  sharing  in  its  profits  to  be  long 
maintained ;  the  consequence  would  be  that  rival  banks  of  issue  would  be  established^  and 
that  in  seasons  of  commercial  prosperity  the  competition  of  these  banks  would  unduly  extend 
the  amount  of  paper  in  circulation ;  thus  raising  prices,  and  stimulating,  precisely  when  it  ought 
to  be  moderated,  the  spirit  of  speculation,  thereby  ensuring,  whenever  the  reaction  came,  as 
come  it  must,  a  more  than  corresponding  depression,  and  wide-spreading  ruin  and  distress. 
This  is  the  course  of  events  which  has  been  witnessed  in  the  last  few  years  m  AuiBtralia,  in  the 
United  States,  and  (though  with  lees  severity)  in  this  country  ;  like  causes  would  infallibly 
produce  like  results  in  New  Zealand,  and  those  causes  therefore  while  there  is  yet  time  I  wish 
you  to  remove. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Sigtied)  G«BT> 


<Na.dO.)  Naa  No.3. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

TORRINGTON. 

My  Lord,  Downing-streel,  September  21,  1847. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Lordship^s  Despatch  of  the  8th  of  July  last,  No.  47,*  *  Pago  i 
enclosing  certain  Returns  connected  with  the  currency  of  Ceylon,  in  Ireference 
to  your  desjpatcli  of  the  8th  of  June  last,  No.  20,f  on  the  financial  condition  of  t  Page  • 
the  island. 

I  have  so  fully  stated  in  my  recent  Despatch  of  the  6th  ult,  No.  66,  toy 
views  on  the  paper  currency  of  Ceylon,  that  the  perusal  of  your  present  De- 
spatch has  not  suggested  to  me  the  necessity  of  making  any  further  observations 
on  the  sulgect  at  present,  I  must  await  the  arrival  of  the  Report  which  I  hav6 
called  for  in  that  despatch.  I,  however,  avail  myself  of  the  present  opportunity 
for  stating  that  I  do  not  perceive  any  objection  to  the  ianie^  under  proper  regu- 
lations, of  the  105.  notes,  to  which  you  have  now  called  my  attention.  Upon 
this,  however,  as  indeed  upon  the  whole  question,  I  must,  for  the  reason  above 
mentioned,  postpone  addressing  to  you  Miy  further  instructions. 

In  the  meantime;  with  a  view  to  assist  in  the  preparation  of  the  required  Re- 
port, I  transmit  for  your  guidance  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter,  addressed 3i  Ai^mt. 

to  this  Office  by  desire  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  from 
which  your  Lordship  will  perceive  the  necessity  of  special  reference  being 
made  to  the  previous  conomonications  addressed  to  yoiur  predecessors  by  Her 
Majesty's  Qovenmient  on  this  important  subject. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrmgton,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&C.  &c  &c 


Enclosure  in  No.  3.  End.  in  No.  3, 

Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  August  31,  1847. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  dated  the  13tb  instant,  enclosing  Despatches  from  and  to 
the  Goven»r  of  Ceylon^  I  am  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty^s 
Treasury  to  request  that  you  will  observe  to  Earl  Grey  that  had  Viscoimt  Torrington  referred 
to  the  frequent  communications  made  to  his  predecessors  on  the  sulgect  of  the  paper  currency, 
and  to  the  particular  instructions  they  had  received  from  the  Home  Government,  more  espe- 
cially to  those  given  in  pursuance  of  recommendations  contained  in  the  communications  from 
this  Board  to  the  Secretanr  of  Stete,  of  the  22ud  June,  1833,  28th  January,  1839,  4th  March, 
1840,  and  3rd  March,  1842}  and  likewise  to  the  Reports  from  those  predecessors  of  the  llth 
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CETLON.  September,  1834,  and  Ist  October,  1841,  his  Lordship  would  have  been  made  airare  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  was  fully  informed  of  all  particulars  relating  to  the  paper  debt  of  the 
colony,  and  of  the  embarrassment  to  which  the  circulation  of  promissory  notes  issued  by  the 
Government  might  be  likely  to  ^ve  rise  if  extended  beyond  such  amount  as  the  balances  ordi- 
narily in  the  public  chests  would  furnish  the  means  of  liquidating. 

I  am  further  to  request  that  you  will  state  to  Earl  Grev  that  as  it  would  appear  that  the  In- 
structions above  adverted  to  had  not  been  brought  to  Lord  Torrington*s  notice,  my  Lords  deem 
it  necessary  to  suggest,  that  in  addition  to  the  communication  already  made  to  him  by  Lord 
Grey  on  the  6th  instant,  his  Lordship's  attention  should  be  called  without  delay  to  the  repeated 
injunctions  that  have  been  given  against  anv  increase  of  such  description  of  uovenimeut  pro- 
missory notes  as  are  now  in  circulation,  whicd  he  has  correctly  viewed  as  constituting  a  debt  of 
which  payment  may  at  anjy  moment,  however  inconvenient,  be  called  for ;  and  to  the  directions 
acknowledc    -  -     --  -    ...    ^  ._.._. 

returns  relating 

omitted  to  furnish  since  the  year  1844. 

I  have,  &C., 
J.  Stephen,  Esq.,  (Signed)  C.  E.  Trevklyak* 

&c.        &c. 


ymmii.  may  at  auy  luuuieiic,  iiowever  incouveuieui,  do  caii«:u  lur ,  uiiu  lu  uiv  uirecuviis 
J^ed  by  Sir  C.  CampbelFs  Despatch  of  the  1st  October,  1841,  respecting  perio<licaI 
elating  to  those  notes,  but  which  the  Ceylon  Government  would  appear  to  have 


No.  4.  (Confidential.)  No.  4. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

TORRINGTON. 

My  Lord,  Downing-street,  November  8,  1847. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Lordship's  confidential  Despatch  of  the  13th  Sep* 
Page  14.  tember,*  respecting  the  "Civil  Service*' of  Ceylon,  as  it  is  at  present  cour 

stituted. 

The  questions  discussed  by  your  Lordship  are  of  the  highest  importance  to 
the  well-being  of  the  colony,  and  I  concur  generally  in  the  views  which  you 
entertain  on  the  subject.  I  should  wish  you,  therefore,  not  to  lose  sight  of  it, 
but  to  suggest  from  time  to  time  such  measures  as  you  may  think  desirable, 
and  they  shall  receive  my  best  attention. 

I  abstain,  for  the  present,  from  prescribing  any  further  change  than  that 
which  you  have  recommended,  viz.,  confining  the  appointments  to  writerships 
to  two ;  and  as  I  have  signified  to  you  my  approval  of  the  two  gentlemen  resid- 
ing in  Ceylon  whom  you  have  selected  for  those  appointments,  I  shall  not  send 
any  one  from  this  country  for  the  purpose  on  the  present  occasion. 

I  have,  &c.. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  5.  (No.  170.)  No.  5. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

Torrington. 

My  Lord,  Downing-street,  February  5,  1848. 

I  HAVE  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  the  Colonial  Agent  General  has 
represented  to  me  that  the  remittances  made  to  him  by  the  Government  of 
Ceylon  for  some  considerable  time  past  have  by  no  means  been  equal  to  the 
expenditure  for  which  he  has  been  required  to  provide.  He  states  that,  as  far 
as  he  can  form  an  opinion,  the  sum  of  30,000i  is  required  to  enable  him  to 
carry  on  the  public  service  of  Ceylon,  up  to  the  30th  of  June  next,  viz. : — 

£.      s.  d. 

Debt  due  to  the  Treasury   ....         10,000    0  0 

Stores  sent  out  by  the  Ordnance .        .        .        11,407  14  1 

Half  salaries,  pensions  due  3 1st  March,  and 

various  miscellaneous  payments,  about  .          10,000    0  0 

£31,407  14     1 
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The  Colonial  Agent-General  fiirther  adds  that  the  estimates  transmitted  by 
him  to  Ceylon,  for  the  last  year,  amounted  to  60,000i,  and  the  actual  expendi- 
ture to  50,800/. ;  but  that  the  remittances  have  fallen  very  short  of  the  expen- 
diture. 

In  calling  your  attention  to  this  deficiency  of  remittances  from  Ceylon,  I 
must  impress  upon  your  Lordship  the  necessity  of  causing  them  to  be  made 
more  punctually  in  future. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Kight  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


CBTLON. 


(No.  191.) 


No.  6. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

Torrington. 

My  Lord,  Downing-street,  March  24,  1848. 

I  HAVE  recdved  and  laid  before  the  Queen,  your  Lordship's  Despatch 
of  the  10th  of  January  last,  No.  8,  enclosing  an  Ordinance,  No.  13,  of  1847, 
passed  by  your  Lordship,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council 
of  Ceylon  entituled  "  An  Ordinance  to  regulate  the  possession  of  fire-arms." 

I  have  received  the  Queen's  commands  to  acquaint  you  that  Her  Majesty  has 
beeu  pleased  to  allow  and  confirm  this  Ordinance. 

You  will  communicate  Her  Majesty's  decision  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
island  of  Ceylon,  by  a  proclamation  to  be  published  in  the  usual  and  most 
authentic  manner. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  6. 


(No.  192.) 


No.  7. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

Torrington. 

My  Lord,  Downing-street,  March  25,  1848. 

I  HAVE  received  and  laid  before  the  Queen  your  Lordship's  Despatch 
of  the  13th  of  December  last,  No.  175,*  enclosing  an  Ordinance,  No.  9,  of  1847, 
passed  by  your  Lordship  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council 
of  Ceylon,  entituled,  **  An  Ordinance  for  regulating  the  Duties  of  Customs 
"  payable  on  Goods  imported  into  and  exported  from  this  Island." 

I  have  received  the  Queen's  command  to  acquaint  you  that  Her  Majesty  has 
been  pleased  to  confirm  and  allow  this  Ordinance. 

You  will  communicate  Her  Majesty's  decision  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Island  of  Ceylon  by  a  proclamation  to  be  published  in  the  usual  and  most 
authentic  manner. 

I  transmit  for  your  information  and  guidance  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  this  office  by  desire  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury, 
to  whom  the  Ordinance  was  referred  previously  to  its  being  submitted  to  Her 
Migesty. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  7. 


♦  Page  33. 


I6th  March. 
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CSTi/BiN.  Enclosure  k  No.  7. 

EnclTTNo.  7.     Sm,  Treaenry  Chwnlew,  Marcli  16,  1848. 

It?  rqjly  to  your  letter  of  29th  tiWnio,  I  am  commanded  by  the  Lords  'Commissioners 
of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  acouaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Grey,  that  my  Lords 
conoor  in  the  opinion  si^nn^^  ^y  "^^  Lordship,  that  the  Ordiiiaiice  submitted  m  the  Despatch 
from  the  Governor  of  Ceylon  of  13th  December  last,  "  for  iiirtW  r^pilating  the  Duties  ^f 
Customs"  in  that  island  should  be  confirmed,  although,  on  adverting  to  the  amount  of 
revenue  that  may  be  compromised  by  the  enactment  of  this  Ordinance,  my  Lords  cannot  but 
express  tlieir  regret  that  the  Governor  should  not  have  been  prepared  to  bring  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Council,  simultaneously  with  it,  some  of  the  further  fiscal  arrangements  to 
which  he  refers  in  his  Despatch,  more  especially  as  it  .does  not  appear  to  be  likely  that  any 
evenue  can  at  present  be  derived  from  the  Pearl  Banks. 

I  am  also  to  request  you  will  observe  to  Lord  Grey  that  the  course  of  proceeding  thus 
adopted  by  the  Ceylon  Government  renders  it  the  more  imperatively  necessary  that  the 
caution,  suggested  in  the  communication  from  this  department  of  15ih  May  last,  in  regard  to 
not  undertakmg  new  works,  or  incurring  other  -«ttra  expenditure  until  the  means  of  defr^ing 
it  shall  have  been  reahzed,  should  be  attended  to. 

I  have,  &c^ 
H.  Merivale,  Esq.,  (Signed)  C.  E.  Tretblyan. 

&c.         &c. 


No.  8.         <No.214.)  No,  a 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Geey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

TOBEINGTON. 

Mt  Lobd,  Do^nung-street,  May  13,  1848. 

I  HAVE  received  and  laid  l)efore  the  Queen  yonr  Lordship's  Despatch 

♦  Page  43.       of  the  15th  ♦  of  January  last,  No.  18,  enclosing  an  Ordinance,  No.  14^  of  1847, 

passed  by  your  Lordship  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council 

of  Ceylon,  entituled  "  An  Ordinance  to  apply  a  sum,  not  exceeding  59,116f., 

**  to  defray  the  -supplementary  contingent  charges  of  the  year  1847/ 

I  have  received  the  Queen  s  command  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  Her 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  allow  and  confirm  this  Ordinance. 

You  will  communicate  the  decision  of  Her  Majesty  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Ceylon,  by  a  proclamation  to  be  published  in  the  usual  and  most  authentic 
manner. 

I  have  also  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
approved  of  the  several  detailed  estimates  for  works  comprized  in  the  affr^- 
priation  made  by  this  Ordnance. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&C.  &c.  &a 


Ko.9.-         (No.  220.)  No.  9. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Vwcount 

Torrington. 

My  Lord,  Downing-street,  May  31,  1848. 

No.  3  of  1848.  I  HAVE  received  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  7th  ♦  March  last.  No.  52, 

♦Page 94.  transmitting  an  Ordinance,  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Ceylon,  entiUiled, 
"  An  Ordinance  for  the  registration  of  carriages  and  boats  used  for  the  con- 
*'  veyance  of  goods  and  passengers  for  hire^  and  for  declaring  the  rights  and 
**  liabilities  of  the  owners  thereoll*' 

I  have  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  Her  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
allow  and  confirm  this  Ordinance. 

You  will  communicate  Her  Majesty's  decision  to  the  inhabitants  of  Ceylon, 
by  a  proclamation  to  be  published  in  the  usual  and  most  authentic  manner. 

I  have  &c 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)     '       GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 
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(Noi  2a4*)t  No.  lOi  cwLOMw 

Copy  of  x  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grby  to  tEe  Right  Hon.  Viscount  ^^-  ^^• 

TORRINGTON, 

My  Lord^  Downing-street,  June  15,  1848. 

i  HAVE  received  and  laid  before  the  Queen  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of 
the  9th  of  February  last,  No.  36,*  enclosing  an  Ordinance,  No.  2,  of  1848,        *  ^*S«  69. 
passed  by  your  Lordship  with  the  consent  and  advice  of  the  Legislative  Council 
of  Ceylon,  entitled,  ^*  An  Ordinance  to  repeal  the  existing  stamp  duties,  and  to 
"  impose  certain  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof 

I  have  received  the  Queen's  commands  to  acquaint  you  that  Her  Majesty? 
has  been  pleased  to  allow  and  confirm  this  Ordinance. 

Your  Lordslrip  will  communicate  Her  Majesty's  decision  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Ceylon,  by  a  proclamation  to  be  published  in  the  usual  and  most  authentic 
manner. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed).  GREY. 

&c.  &c*  &c» 


No.  11. 


(No.  249.)  No.  11. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

TORRINGTON. 

My  Lord,  Downing-street,  July  13^  1848. 

I  HAVE  tb  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your   Lordship's  memoranda"^  ♦  Page  i3$. 
relative  to  the  npset  price:  of  lands  in  Ceylon,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  land 
revenues  of  the  idand.  ^ 

I  entirely  concur  in  your  Lordship's  views  as  to  the  propriety  of  keeping  ike 
proceeds  of  land  sales  distinct  from  the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  colony,  and  I 
consider  that  it  should  be  laid  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  all  monies  accruing 
from  land  sales  should  be  expended^  not  as  ordinary  revenue,  but  in  the  con- 
structioa  ef  loads  or  other  public  works  calculated  to  enhance  the  value  of  the 
lands  sold,  and  you  will  accordingly  submit  this  measure  for  the  consideratifimr 
of  your  Council. 

But,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  not  prepared  to  sanction  the  changes  which  yoir 
propose,  as  regards  the  sale  of  certain  kinds  of  land  at  a  less  rate  than  that  at] 
present  established,  and  with  a  view  clearly  to  define  the  principles  on  which 
Her  Ms^esty's  Gov^rmneat  have  fixed  a  rate  of  20^.  per  acre  as  the  minimam 
priee  at  whxcb  lands  nuigr  be  sold  in  Ceylon,  I  transmit,  £ot  the  information, 
and  guidance  of  youar  Lordf^p^  a  copy  of  a  Despatch  which  I  addressed  to  Sir 
H.  Pottinger  on  the  30th  of  July,  1847,  stating  my  views  on  this  subject,  as- 
well  as  on  thatof  the  appropriation  of  revenues  accruing  from  land  sales  inNatal. 

I  have,  &e., 
The  Right  HcMR  Vrscotmt  Torrington,  CSign^d)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


^^*"^^»^«°«^No.ia.  End.  in  No.  lU 

Copy  of  a  DtesPAXCH  from  Earl  Grby  to  Governor  the  Right  Hon..  Sir  H.  FoTTn^cfER,. 

Bart.,  Q.C.B. 

34B»,  Downingwstreet  July  30, 1847. 

I  HAVB  received  yoar  Deepatoh,  No.  26,  of  the  24th  Mardi,  forwarding  the  copy  of  » 
despatch  from  the  Lieut.- Governor  of  Natal,  reporting  the  progress  that  had  been  made  irpto^ 
the  close  of  the  year  Ij846»  in  carr^in^  into  effect  the  instructions  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
as  to  the  disposal  of  land  in  that  cUstnct; 

Yoo  state  that  the  enclosures  in  that  Despatch  being  merelv  lists  of  purchaser's  names  and 
tabular  delaib^  you  had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  forward  them.  You  were  riffht  in  with^- 
holding  these  lists>  but  neference*  is  also  made  in  the  Lieut-Governor's  Despatch  to  certain 
notiees  issued  by  him  relative  to  titles  to  land.  In  order  that  I  may  be  fiilly  cognisant  of  all- 
tbait  has  been  done  upon  thi»  subject,  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  be  in  possession  of  diese 
notices,  and  I  have  now  t©  request  that  you  will  furnish  me  with  copies  of  them. 

The-  Lieuti-Govemor  states  that  it  is  his  intention,  in  any  future  sales  of  land,  to  issue  title- 
deeds  ody  to  persons  actually  resident  in  the  district.    L  entirety  approve*  of  ihissisp  so  for  as^ 
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CEYLON.  regards  the  lands  distributed  to  the  original  settlers  in  the  district^  but  the  precaution  seems  to 
'  me  to  be  an  unnecessary,  and  probably  an  inconvenient,  one,  with  respect  to  lands  sold  at  a 

sufficient  price.  A  public  announcement  of  the  course  intended  to  be  pursued  in  this  matter 
has,  I  am  aware,  been  already  made ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Lieut.-Governor  should  be 
instructed  to  issue  a  further  notice,  stating  that  any  land  for  which  titles  have  been  prepared, 
but  not  issued,  in  favour  of  parties  who  have  abandoned  the  district,  will  after  a  certain  day 
(to  be  named  by  him),  revert  to  the  Crown,  and  be  open  for  sale  like  other  public  lands  of  a 
similar  description. 

The  Lieut.-Governor  recommends  that  the  upset  price  of  all  town  allotments  in  the  district 
should  be  reduced  to  25/.  an  acre,  and  that,  to  prevent  undue  speculation,  the  quantity  of  land 
brought  forward  for  sale  should  be  limited  to  the  actual  wants  of  the  colonists. 

I  do  not  think  that  either  of  these  measures  would  be  advisable,  and  I  am  led  to  this  con- 
clusion from  a  knowledge  of  the  bad  effects  which  have  followed  the  adoption  of  similar  measures 
in  some  of  the  Australian  colonies. 

The  first  and  most  important  object  to  be  attained  in  the  disposal  of  land  in  a  new  settlement 
is  to  ensure  its  coming  into  the  hands  of  those  and  of  those  only  who  really  mean  to  occupy  it, 
and  experience  justifies  the  conclusion  that  tliis  cannot  so  effectually  be  accomplished  by  any 
other  means  as  by  allowing  land  to  be  only  acquired  by  purchase  at  such  a  price  as  will  hold 
out  no  inducement  to  buyers  unless  a  bona  fide  occupation  is  intended.  If  this  plan  is  followed 
there  will  be  no  danger  of  any  inconvenience  arising  from  putting  up  more  land  for  sale  than 
may  be  wanted  at  the  time,  whether  they  be  town  or  country  lots;  on  the  contrary,  I  am 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  pubUc,  as  tending  to  discourage 
land  jobbing,  and  also  to  afford  increas^  facilities  to  settlers,  that  more  land  should  from  time 
to  time  be  put  up  to  auction  than  is  likely  immediately  to  be  bought  at  the  price  put  upon  it, 
and  that  such  lands  as  shall  have  been  once  so  offered  for  sale,  but  not  purchased,  should  be 
open  at  any  time  for  purchase,  without  waiting  for  another  auction,  to  the  first  appUcant  at  the 
upset  price. 

The  tendency  of  the  system  of  limiting  the  extent  of  land  offered  for  sale,  and  at  the  same 
time  naming  a  low  upset  price,  is  to  create  a  great  uncertainty  as  to  the  value  of  land,  and  to 
subject  individuals  to  unnecessary  losses,  particularly  in  the  case  of  town  lots. 

Supposing,  for  instance,  the  number  of  such  lots  put  up  for  sale  to  be  far  below  the  demand, 
the  effect  would  be  to  cause  such  a  competition  as  would  raise  the  price  of  the  land  above  its 
real  value,  and  to  compel  those  who  may  wish  to  buy  to  give  far  more  than  the  upset  price. 

At  a  succeeding  sale  a  greater  quantity  of  land  might  be  brought  into  the  market,  or  it 
might  occur  so  soon  afler  the  former  sale  that  few  bidders  would  to  found — ^the  land  would 
then  probably  sell  for  little  more  than  the  upset  price,  and  the  former  purchasers  would  have 
sustained  a  loss  of  capital  from  which  they  might  have  been  saved  if  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
land  had  been  previously  offered  for  sale.  Hence  I  regard  it  as  being  the  best  and  fairest 
mode  of  proceeding  to  endeavour  to  adjust  the  quantity  of  land  sold  in  town  lots  to  the  real 
wants  of  the  community,  not  by  restricting  the  number  of  such  lots  according  to  the  judgment 
formed  as  to  these  wants  by  the  colonial  authorities,  but  rather  by  naming  such  an  upset  price 
as  will  effectually  discourage  purchasers  .to  an  unnecessary  and  inconvenient  extent.  But 
although,  for  the  reasons  which  I  have  now  stated,  the  upset  price  of  town  lots  should  be  some- 
what high,  great  care  must  be  taken  not  to  make  it  excessive,  for,  should  the  price  be  unduly 
enhanced,  the  purchasers  might  be  induced  to  crowd  the  buildings  so  as  injuriously  to  affect  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  The  object  of  seUing  land,  and  especially 
town  lots,  at  rather  a  high  price,  being  that  which  I  have  just  described,  it  is  desirable  at  the 
same  time  to  adopt  regulations  calculated  to  prevent  the  payment  of  such  a  price  being  felt  as 
a  serious  burthen  by  the  settlers.  This  I  conceive  may  be  effected  by  so  expending  the  money 
received  from  the  sale  of  land  as  to  add  to  its  value  to  purchasers  for  the  purpose  of  occupa- 
tion. With  this  view  the  funds  thus  realized  should  be  expended  in  the  construction  of  roads 
and  bridges,  rendering  the  lands  that  have  been  sold  more  easily  accessible,  and  in  the  intro- 
duction of  emigrants,  by  whose  labour  they  may  be  improved  and  cultivated ;  and  with  regard 
to  town  lots,  the  difference  between  the  upset  price  put  upon  them  and  that  of  country  lots 
should  be  spent  in  providing  for  the  drainage,  and  for  the  public  works  and  buildings  required 
to  render  the  town  an^  eligible  residence,  including  the  improvement  of  spaces  of  ground  set 
apart  for  recreation,  which  I  regard  as  an  object  of  the  highest  importance. 

The  general  effect  of  the  system  which  I  have  now  endeavoured  to  describe,  is  to  render  land 
costly  to  those  who  do  not  intend  to  make  use  of  it,  but  to  render  it  in  reality  as  cheap  to  lon6k 
fide  settlens,  as  that  which  under  other  systems  has  been  given  gratuitously;  since  in  return 
for  the  price  |}aid  for  the  land  they  obtain  not  only  the  land  itself,  but  also  the  means  of 
occupying  it  with  advantage  as  a  civilized  society,  which  must  otherwise  either  be  dispensed 
with  or  be  provided  for  by  taxes,  which  in  the  early  stages  of  colonization  are  both  burthen- 
some  and  difficult  to  collect. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  add,  that  having  thus  explained  to  you  the  principles  and  the 
objects  of  the  policy  which  I  have  to  prescribe  to  you,  I  leave  it  to  your  judgment  and  that  of 
the  Lieut.-Governor  of  Natal  to  determine  in  what  manner  that  policy  is  to  be  acted  upon,  and 
to  regulate  the  upset  price  of  the  different  descriptions  of  land  accordingly.  I  have,  however, 
to  remark,  that  as  the  upset  price  originally  fixed  was  100/.  per  acre  in  the  township  of 
D'Urban,  and  50/.  per  acre  in  all  other  townships  in  the  district,  I  see  no  reason  why  these 
prices  should  not  be  maintained.  But  in  order  to  accommodate  purchasers  with  small  means, 
the  Lieut.-Governor  may  use  his  discretion  in  fixing  the  size  of  the  lots. 

%»  .     .TM         ,  oi.   ,,  «     .  ,.  I  h*^®>  *c., 

Major-Genwal  Sir  H.  Pottinger,  Bart.,  (Signed)  Ghbt 

&c  &c.  &c. 
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(No.  250.)  No.  12.  CEYLON. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  ^^-  ^2- 

TORRINGTON. 

My  Lord,  Downing-street,  July  14,  1848. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Lordship's  Despatches  enumerated  in  the  margin.  No.  89,  May  14, 

transmitting  the  following  Ordinances  which  have  been  passed  by  the  legis-  1?"*®*    y. 

lature  of  Ceylon.  i848.  pkge*no! 

No.  6.  "For  establishing  a  toll  on  the  road  from  Kattoogastotte  Ferry  to  the  Na  92, May  6, 

Pangwelle  Swamp  on  the  road  to  the  Knuckles,  in  the  Central  Province."  ^^^®'  P^*  ^^^• 

No.  7.  **  For  registering  palanquins  and  other  carriages  let  for  hire.*' 
No.  9.  "To  require  the  owners  of  dogs  to  take  out  licences  for  the  same." 
I  have  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  Her  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 

allow  and  confirm  these  Ordinances. 

You  will  communicate  Her  Majesty's  decision  to  the  inhabitants  of  Ceylon 

by  a  proclamation,  to  be  published  in  the  usual  and  must  authentic  manner. 

I  have,  &c., 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  252.)  No.  13.  No.  13. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

Torrington. 

My  Lord,  Downing-street,  July  17,  1848. 

1.  My  attention  has  been  for  some  time  past  more  than  usually,  and 
most  anxiously,  directed  to  the  general  condition  and  prospects,  and  especially 
to  the  state  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  Island  of  Ceylon.  The 
great  importance  of  that  possession,  the  amplitude  and  variety  of  its  native  re- 
sources, the  field  it  has  opened  to  European  capital  and  enterprise,  its  geogra- 
phical position  as  the  key  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  and  the  great  insular  outpost  of 
the  British  empire  in  the  East ;  its  salubrious  climate ;  its  unrivalled  harbour, 
pointing  it  out  as  the  great  reserve  station  of  our  military  and  naval  force  in 
that  quarter  of  the  globe ;  all  these  are  considerations  more  than  suflBicient  to 
invite  the  special  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  to  induce  me  to 
eave  untried  no  efibrt  that  could  possibly  be  brought  to  bear  to  aid  its  develop- 
ment and  disembarrass  its  internal  resources.  With  this  purpose  in  view,  I 
deemed  it  advisable  in  the  beginning  of  last  year  to  appoint  a  Committee  for 
the  consideration  of  the  various  questions  connected  with  the  finance  and  tax- 
ation of  the  island,  which  had  been  brought  before  me  by  the  late  Governor 
Sir  Colin  Campbell,  on  his  transmission  of  Reports  from  some  of  the  principal 
officers  of  the  local  Government  on  these  subjects.  The  Report  of  that  Com- 
mittee, and  the  steps  taken  by  your  Lordship  in  consequence  of  its  recommen- 
dations, have  led  to  divers  important  financial  changes  either  already  in  operas 
tion  or  about  to  be  introduced,  to  the  equalization  of  import  duties  on  articles 
of  British  and  of  Foreign  produce,  to  the  abolition  of  export  duties  on  all 
articles  except  the  staple  commodity  of  cinnamon,  to  the  reduction  of  the  ex- 
port duty  on  cinnamon  itself  by  two-thirds  of  its  amount,  and  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  plan  of  general  settlement  and  survey  of  all  lands  in  the  island,  with 
a  view  at  some  future  time  to  the  imposition  of  a  moderate  and  equitable  land- 
tax,  the  produce  of  which  may  warrant  a  still  further  reduction  of  indirect 
taxation, 

2.  So  far  the  reconmiendations  of  the  Committee,  and  the  consequent  in- 
structions forwarded  by  me  for  your  guidance,  appear  to  have  been  acted  upon 
with  vigour  and  success,  and  every  relief  to  have  been  extended  to  the  com- 
merce and  industry  of  the  colony  which  the  state  of  its  finances  would  possibly 
allow. 

3.  Subsequently,  however,  to  the  completion  of  the  Committee's  Report, 
and  to  the  transmission  to  you  of  my  Despatch  (No.  40)  of  the  18th  June  last, 
various  circumstances  have  occurred,  and  further  information  has  been  laid 
before  me,  which,  though  in  no  wise  afiecting  the  guiding  principles  of  that 
Report  and  Despatch,  must  introduce  new  elements  into  the  consideration  of 
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.C8TL0N.        their  subject-matter,  and  in  some  degree  modify  the  practical  conclusions  to  be 
come  to  finally  in  their  regard. 

4.  First.  In  the  first  place,  it  appears  from  the  Auditor-General's  Report  on 
the  Revenue  of  the  Colony,  of  the  10th  June  last,  and  your  Despatch  covering 
the  same,  that  the  Committee,  in  assuming  as  they  do  at  the  very  outset  of 
their  Report,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government,  in  dealing  with  the  finances  of 
Ceylon,  may  count  first  on  a  large  accumulated  fund  actually  in  hand^  and  se- 
condly on  a  considerable  annual  surplus,  have  been  wholly  misled  by  erroneous 
accounts  from  the  island,  and  have  arrived  at  a  conclusion  which  is  directly 
the  reverse  of  the  fact.  This  imaginary  surplus  of  above  200,000£,  on  the 
existence  of  which  the  Committee  have  so  conndently  counted^  must,  it  appears, 
be  reduced,  in  the  first  instance,  by  the  sum  of  87,400/.,  the  amount  of  Govern- 
ment paper  payable  on  demand,  and  further  by  the  deficit  of  revenue  under 
expenditure  for  the  two  years  1846  and  1847,  wWch  have  elapsed  since  the  date 
at  which  the  Committee  closed  their  financial  inquiries.  I  believe  I  am  rather 
under  than  over-stating  the  amount  when  I  estimate  the  joint  deficit  of  these 
two  years  at  considerably  more  than  100,000/. ;  and  as  from  the  depressed  state 
of  industry  and  trade,  and  reduction  of  taxation  imder  the  new  Ordinance,  a 
still  further  falling  off  of  the  revenue  may  be  reasonably  anticipated,  it  becomes 
a  serious  and  urgent  duty,  instead  of  devising  schemes  for  ihe  disposal  of  a 
surplus,  to  provide  at  once  the  means  of  meeting  the  deficiency,  and  conse- 
quently if  the  revenue  of  the  colony  cannot  be  increased  or  maintained,  it  fol- 
lows that  the  expenditure  of  the  colony  must  be  reduced  to  the  extent  which 
the  exig^icy  of  the  time  demands. 

5.  Secondly.  The  measures  passed  by  the  local  legislature  during  its  last  ses- 
sion for  the  relief  of  trade,  and  the  diminution,  or  more  equal  distribution  of 
the  public  burdens,  may  for  a  time  produce  some  further  loss  to  the  revenue. 
It  is  iar  from  my  intention  to  express  any  dissapprobation  of  the  sanction  which 
your  Lordship  has  given  to  these  various  measures  of  reduction  and  relief. 
Recommended  as  they  were  by  the  Report  of  the  Committee  above  alluded  to, 
and  based  on  sound  principles  of  general  policy  and  expediency,  they  will 
doubtless  be  productive  of  permanent  good  when  the  embarrassments  of  the 
moment  have  passed  away.  So  far,  therefore,  from  directing  you  to  stop  in 
the  course  of  that  liberal  policy  which  you  have  begxm,  or  to  endeavour  to  re- 
impose  any  of  the  taxation  which  you  have  abandoned,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
you  should  continue  to  move  cautiously,  but  firmly  forward,  and  by  proposing 
the  abandonment  of  the  remaining  duty  on  cinnamon,  as  soon  as  you  shall  fed 
yourself  justified  in  so  doing,  relieve  the  whole  export  trade  of  the  colony  from 
taxation.  But  the  necessity  for  such  measures  is  only  another  reason  for  the 
immediate  reduction  of  expenditure. 

6.  Thirdly.  It  would  appear  from  your  various  communications  on  the 
subject  during  the  past  year,  and  especially  from  your  Despatch  of  the  16th 
March  last,  that  the  project  of  a  general  land  tax  in  Ceylon,  which  was  mainly 
relied  on  by  the  Conmiittee  of  last  year  as  the  means  of  meeting  the  deficiency 
of  revenue  which  was  expected  to  arise  from  the  relinquishment  of  such  taxes 
as  it  became  absolutely  necessary  to  abandon,  is  not  one  from  which  any  im- 
mediate relief  can  possibly  be  anticipated  I  perceive  that  in  the  absence  of 
this  contemplated  resourse  your  Lordship  has  endeavoured  to  meet  the  defi- 
ciency by  the  imposition  of  certain  stamp  duties,  the  probable  amount  of  which 
there  appear  to  be  no  certain  data  for  accurately  computing.  As  far  as  I  can 
judge  it  is  not  likely  that  they  will  supply  the  place  of  the  taxes  given  up,  and 
meet  at  the  same  time  the  growing  demands  of  the  annual  expenditure.  Of 
the  two  sources  therefore  of  additional  revenue,  which  have  been  successively 
proposed  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  time,  the  one,  it  appears,  is  cUstant,  the 
other  uncertain  in  amount  Hence^  it  becomes  a  duty,  without  implying  a^y 
doubt  as  to  their  eventual  result,  to  make  without  delay  or  hesitation  such 
reductions  as  will  enable  the  colony  to  maintain  its  government  and  meet  its 
engagements. 

7.  The  various  considerations  which  I  have  here  premised  point  irresistibly 
to  one  conclusion — ^the  necessity  of  ascertaining  by  a  searching  examination 
what  reducti(Mis  of  the  permanent  burdens  and  the  fixed  establishm.ent  of  the 
colony  are  practicable,  in  order  that  those  which  are  foimd  to  be  so  may  at 
once  be  carried  into  effect.  Upon  this  point  I  observe  that  the  sub-conoimittee 
of  the  Legislative  Council  in  their  report  on  the  estimates  of  the  current  year. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


d 


AFFAIRS  OF  CEYLON.  333  . 

**  invite  the  serious  attention  of  the  Government,  and  through  them  of  the        cctuw. 

*'  Home  authorities,  to  the  permanent  charge  for  the  fixed  establishipents  of 

"  the  colony,  whose  prospective  amount  will  receive  a  fonnidable  augmenta- 

"  tion  from  time  to  time  as  the  parties  now  in  active  employment  come  to 

^'  claim  their  several  pensions  from  the  Treasury.     This  charge/*  they  remark, 

"  is  even  at  this  moment  embarrassing,  from  the  obstacles  which  it  presents  to 

"  the  reduction  of  departments,  whose  present  duties  might  with  advantage  be 

**  curtailed,  or  dispensed  with  altogether,  but  which  cannot  now  be  economically 

"  interfered  with,  owing  to  the  permanent  attachment  of  these  offices  to  the 

**  Government."  ^ 

8.  The  remarks  of  the  Legislative  Council,  together  with  the  suggestions  and 
information  contained  in  your  confidential  despatch  of  the  13th  September  last, 
plainly  show  that  the  real  remedy  for  the  financial  embarrassments  of  the 
island  is  clearly  perceived  and  well  understood  on  the  spot.  It  is,  indeed,  im- 
possible to  examine  the  estimates  for  the  current  year  without  being  struck  by 
the  heavy  expenditure  entailed  on  the  colony  by  its  public  establishments.  The 
expense  on  this  account  alone  amounts,  I  find,  to  no  less  a  sum  than  210,168?., 
being  30,549?.  more  than  the  whole  expenditure  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
including  10,000?.  set  apart  for  immigration* 

9.  The  pension  list  of  the  island  alluded  to  by  the  Committee  has,  I  perceive, 
already  reached  the  annual  sum  of  35,S77?.,  while  the  yearly  amount  deducted 
by  stoppages  from  the  salaries  of  officers  on  the  fixed  establishment  is  only 
3420/. ;  and  as  the  committee  remark,  the  latter  amount  is  now  at  its  maxi- 
mum, while  the  charge  is  likely  to  increase  from  year  to  year. 

10.  The  bare  enumeration  of  these  facts  and  figures  is  enough  to  warrant  me 
in  calling  the  serious  attention  of  your  Lordship,  and  of  your  Executive 
Council,  to  the  important  subject  on  which  they  bear,  and  the  following  is  the 
course  which,  after  mature  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  direct  you  to 
pursue. 

11.  Immediatelv  on  receiving  this  Despatch,  you  will  lose  no  time  in  laying 
it  before  the  members  of  your  Executive  Council.  When  it  shall  have  been 
sufficiently  considered,  you  will  proceed  at  once  to  pass  in  review  the  whole  of 
the  fixed  establishments  of  the  colony,  in  all  their  details,  inquiring  into  the 
efficiency  of  each  department,  its  numerical  strength,  the  claims  and  services  of 
each  of  its  members,  and  the  proportion,  or  disproportion  of  its  cost,  and  its 
results.  You  will  take  this  opportunity  to  inquire  into  the  various  branches  of 
expenditure  which  press  the  most  heavily  on  the  resources  of  the  island,  and 
to  consider  how  far  their  present  system  may  be  modified,  or  wholly  re-mo- 
delled with  advantage  to  the  public  service.  The  military  establishment  in  par- 
ticular will  call  for  your  especial  attention.  But  I  shall  reserve  this  subiect  for 
a  separate  despatch,  after  I  have  communicated  with  the  military  authorities 
in  this  country,  and  come  to  a  resolution  as  to  the  retrenchments  that  may  be 
therein  effected.  As  it  is  clear  that  the  time  has  now  come  for  a  total  and 
organic  change  in  the  personal  constitution  of  the  civil  service  of  Ceylon. 
You  will  follow  up  the  course  of  inquiry  commenced  in  your  confidential 
Despateh  of  the  13th  of  September  last,  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  and 
report  how  far  that  service  in  its  present  form  has  answered  the  purposes 
to  which  it  was  intended  to  accomplish,  and  how  far  its  peculiar  requirements 
may  permit  of  its  being  modified  in  a  still  greater  degree,  or  placed  on  a 
wholly  new  and  more  economical  footing.  You  will  further  consider  the 
claims  of  the  actual  members  of  that  service,  both  as  to  their  present  position 
in  active  employment  and  their  prospective  right  to  retiring  pensions,  so  as  to 
reconcile  as  far  as  possible  the  needful  reduction  of  expenditure  with  a  regard 
to  the  claims  of  present  holders  of  offices. 

12.  Finally,  you  will  digest  into  a  definite  project  the  result  of  your  in- 
quiries and  deliberations,  and  lay  it  before  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
colony,  to  be  there  considered  and  discussed,  previously  to  its  ultimate  trans- 
mission for  the  approval  of  Her  Majesty*s  Government 

13.  In  thus  sketching  out  to  your  Lordship  the  general  features  of  the  plan 
of  reduction  and  reform,  which  I  consider  to  be  urgently  necessary  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  colony  over  which  you  preside,  I  have  purposely  avoided  fettering 
your  discretion  and  judgment,  in  conducting  the  inquiry,  with  reference  to 
details.    You  will  be  the  best  judge  of  the  course  to  be  adopted  for  making 
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CEYLON^  jjjg  inquiries,  and  digesting  the  project  which  I  have  prescribed ;  among  your 
Executive  Council  you  will  find,  I  am  aware,  more  than  one  gentleman  qualified 
by  general  attainments  and  local  knowledge  for  the  task  which  will  be  im- 
posed upon  it  It  appears  to  me  a  matter  of  paramount  importance,  that  any 
plan  involving  as  it  may  an  organic  change  in  the  whole  constitution  of  the 
civil  service,  and  the  whole  system  of  expenditure  in  the  island  should  originate 
in  the  colony  itself,  and  be  well  matured  in  the  sphere  in  which  it  is  intended 
to  operate  before  receiving  the  final  sanction  of  Her  Majesty,  and  before  the 
passing  of  any  permanent  law  to  carry  it  into  practice. 

14.  For  this  purpose  I  have  directed  that  it  be  finally  laid  before  the  Legis 
lative  Council,  as  the  most  natural  and  impartial  exponent  of  the  enlightened 
public  opinion  of  the  colony.  In  taking  this  step  I  am  happy  to  avail  myself  of  an 
opportunity  of  extending  to  that  body  a  greater  share  of  political  and  legislative 
power  than  they  have  hitherto  enjoyed.  In  the  present  social  condition  of 
Ceylon,  with  a  large  native  population,  but  partially  educated,  and  imperfectly 
informed,  unacquainted  with  any  but  a  despotic  form  of  civil  polity,  and  un- 
fitted for  self-government,  because  unaccustomed  to  self-controul,  it  would  be 
obviously  impracticable  to  introduce  at  present  the  principle  of  direct  repre- 
sentation into  the  legislative  body  of  the  colony ;  but  as  there  exists,  and  will 
probably  continue  to  increase,  a  body  of  European  proprietors,  capitalists,  and 
merchants,  in  the  very  centre  of  this  native  population,  as  on  their  influence  and 
example,  their  industry  and  their  wealth,  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  must 
mainly  depend,  it  must  naturally  be  the  desire  of  the  British  Government  to 
recognize,  in  this  class  at  least,  the  nucleus  of  a  future  population  of  freemen, 
around  which  native  intelligence  and  education  may  cluster,  and  which  may 
hereafter  be  the  basis  of  a  more  extended  representation.  Following  out  this 
principle,  I  consider  that  the  time  is  now  come  when  it  would  be  advisable  to 
extend  to  the  Legislative  Council  a  controul  over  the  whole  annual  expendi- 
ture of  the  colony,  instead  of  confirming  its  power  as  hitherto  to  the  contingent 
expenditure  alone ;  a  change  for  which  the  contemplated  revision  of  the  esta- 
blishment seems  to  offer  a  convenient  opportunity. 

15.  In  writing  my  Despatch  of  18th  ultimo.  No.  216, 1  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  this  controul  existed  already,  and  that  that  part  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  colony  which  is  not  provided  for  by  the  estimated  annually  submitted 
to  the  Legislative  Council,  was  defrayed  under  the  authority  of  a  permanent 
Ordinance.  From  explanations  which  have  since  been  furnished  to  me,  I  have 
ascertained  that  in  this  respect  the  existing  arrangement  is  different  from  that 
which  I  had  supposed,  and  that  the  charges  of  the  fixed  establishment  are  paid, 
without  having  been  sanctioned  by  the  L^islative  Council,  upon  the  authority 
which  has  from  time  to  time  been  given  by  successive  Secretaries  of  State  for 
the  different  items  of  this  expenditure. 

16.  This  arrangement  I  regard  as  highly  irregular  and  objectionable,  and  I 
have,  therefore,  to  instruct  you  to  take  measures  for  passing,  as  early  as  may  be 
practicable,  without  inconvenience,  an  Ordinance  permanently  charging  upon 
the  revenue  of  the  colony  those  fixed  expenses  for  which  it  is  expedient  so  to 
previde,  instead  of  leaving  them  to  be  included  in  the  estimate  annually  sub^ 
mitted  to  the  Council. 

17.  When  such  an  Ordinance  shall  have  been  passed,  you  will  understand 
that  all  subsequent  changes  in  the  fixed  establishment  must  be  effected  by 
virtue  of  Ordinances  amending  the  laws  previously  in  force,  and  that  no  part 
of  the  revenue  of  Ceylon  is  thenceforward  to  be  applied  to  any  object  whatever 
except  under  the  authority  of  the  Legislative  Council.  Any  new  charges 
which  it  may  from  time  to  time  be  proper  to  incur  must,  in  the  first  instance, 
be  subnoitted  for  the  approbation  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  then 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature.  When  this  arrangement 
comes  into  force,  a  moderate  sum  should  be  granted  among  the  items  of  the 
fixed  expenditure  to  provide  for  any  unforeseen  and  extraordinary  charges 
which,  in  the  interval  between  the  sessions  of  the  Legislative  Council,  it  may 
be  necessary  to  meet ;  an  account  of  the  actual  application  of  the  money  so 
granted,  being  regularly  laid  before  the  Legislature  with  the  other  accounts  of 
the  year.  I  should  not  wish  this  change  in  the  existing  arrangements  to  take 
place  until  you  shall  have  completed  the  inquiry  I  have  in  this  Despatch 
directed  you  to  institute  into  the  fixed  establishment  of  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment ;  when  that  inquiry  shall  be  complete,  the  result  of  your  labours  should 
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be  embodied  in  an  Ordinance  clearly  defining  the  amount  of  the  salaries  to  ceylon. 
which  the  various  public  servants  are  to  be  in  future  entitled,  and  of  the 
expenses  which  are  thus  to  be  authorized.  It  will  be  convenient  that  the 
draft  of  an  Ordinance  for  this  purpose,  such  as  upon  full  consideration  you 
may  feel  it  right  to  propose,  aud  may  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the  Legis- 
lative Council  will  consent  to  adopt,  should  be  transmitted  to  me  for  the 
consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  before  it  is  finally  passed  into  a 
law. 

18.  In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  direct  your  Lordship  to  enter,  without  loss 
of  time,  on  the  course  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  point  out,  and  to  report, 
from  time  to  time,  the  progress  made  towards  its  completion.  Its  details  and 
its  execution  must,  I  repeat,  be  left  entirely  to  your  Lordship  and  to  your 
executive  advisers,  and  in  thus  invitmg  your  attention  and  theirs  to  the  urgency 
and  the  general  principles  of  such  important  reforms  and  retrenchments,  I 
wish  only  to  record  thus  formally  in  the  outset  my  earnest  desire  for  the 
immediate  relief  of  the  colony  from  the  heavy  burden  of  expenditure  under 
which  it  labours,  and  my  determihation  to  carry  out  any  measures  for  this 
purpose  which  may  really  tend  to  its  social  and  financial  prosperity. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c  &c- 


(No.  253.)  No.  14.  No.  14. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

Torrington. 

My  Lord,  Downing-street,  July  17,  1848. 

In  my  Despatch  (No.  252)  of  this  day's  date,  I  have  treated  at  some 
length  the  question  of  the  financial  embarrassments  of  the  Island  of  Ceylon, 
and  have  directed  your  Lordship  to  enter,  without  delay,  on  the  only  course  of 
action  in  which  a  safe  and  efiectual  remedy  can  be  found.  I  have  therein 
prescribed  to  you  a  thorough  and  immediate  revision  of  the  whole  expenditure 
of  the  colony  with  a  view  to  its  permanent  reduction,  and  I  have  expressed  my 
confident  hope,  that  the  result  of  such  revision  and  reduction  will  be  at  once  to 
disembarrass  the  island  from  its  present  difficulties  without  detriment  to  the 
public  service.  I  have  particularly  called  your  attention  to  what  appears  to 
be  the  great  burden  of  the  colony,  its  overgrown  "  fixed  establishment,"  and 
I  have  empowered  you  to  undertake,  on  the  spot,  the  necessary  inquiries  and 
steps  for  a  complete  re-constitution  of  the  civil  service  to  be  approved  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  finally  consolidated  in  a  permanent  law  or  Or- 
diimnce  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  colony. 

2.  On  the  subject  of  military  reduction,  I  am  now  in  communication  with 
the  Secretary-at-War,  and  the  result  of  my  inquiries  into  this  branch  of 
expenditure  will,  as  I  have  already  stated,  be  transmitted  to  your  Lordship 
in  a  separate  Despatch.  For  the  present,  I  will  confine  myself  to  the  ex- 
pression of  a  hope,  that  on  this  head  also  it  will  be  found  possible  to  efiect 
such  safe  and  judicious  retrenchment  as  may  afibrd  most  eflective  relief  to  the 
revenue  of  the  island  without  impairing  its  military  strenght,  or  weakening  its 
means  of  defence. 

3.  I  have  now  had  imder  consideration  your  Despatch  (No.  80*)  of  the  14th  *  Page9». 
of  April  last  with  the  enclosed  minutes  by  yourself,  by  the  Colonial  Secretary, 

by  the  acting  Auditor-General,  and  by  the  last-named  functionary,  conjointly 
with  the  Treasurer,  and  I  regret  to  perceive  from  these  documents  that  the 
immediate  and  pressing  embarrassments  of  the  colony  are  such  as  to  give  rise 
to  serious  apprehension  on  the  part  of  yourself  and  your  Executive  Council, 
and  to  call  for  the  adoption  of  some  immediate  measure  of  relief  to  enable  the 
colony  to  meet  its  engagements  pending  the  examination  and  inquiry  which 
must  be  preliminary  to  the  final  adoption  of  the  plan  of  general  reduction 
already  referred  to. 

4.  I  have  likewise  had  before  me  an  application  from  the  Agent-General 
here  for  an  advance  from  the  Imperial  Treasury  for  the  payment  of  pensions, 
and  also  of  the  bill  for  commissariat  stores  furnished  on  the  requisition  of  the 
Ceylon  Government,  and  as  it  appears  from  your  Despatch,!  and  its  enclosures  t  Page  99. 
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^^^^'  above  quoted,  that  your  finances  were  not  then  m  a  condition  to  enable  you  to 
remit  the  funds  necessary  for  defraying  these  expenses,  there  arises  a  source  of 
embarrassment  here  as  well  as  in  the  colony  itself,  which  calls  for  urgent 
measures  of  relief. 

5.  After  a  careful  consideration  of  these  papers,  assisted  by  the  best]in- 
formation  I  can  obtain  as  1o  the  present  condition  of  the  island,  its  difficulties, 
its  resources,  its  prospects  for  the  future.  I  am  led  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  is  nothing  in  its  actual  state  to  justify  any  want  of  confidence  in  its  ability 
to  meet  all  legitimate  engagements.  On  the  contrary,  looking  to  the  great 
natural  advantages  ,it  possesses,  to  the  nature  of  the  causes  of  its  present  diffi- 
cuties,  and  to  the  measures  in  contemplation  and  in  progress  for  developing 
its  resources,  I  feel  the  utmost  confidence  that  the  requisite  amount  of 
revenue,  not  only  to  carry  on  the  Government,  but  to  accomplish  the  great 
object  of  supplying  the  want  of  good  roads,  and  of  various  other  public  works, 
will  easily  be  realized  hereafter. 

6.  This  permanent  relief  of  the  colony  from  its  present  embarrassments 
cannot,  however,  be  reasonably  sought  for  in  any  other  scheme  than  that  which 
I  have  already  prescribed — an  immediate  and  effective  reduction  of  the  colonial 
expenditure  and  an  augmentation  of  the  revenue.  And  it  is  wholly  out  of  my 
power  to  entertain  the  proposals  for  relief  by  way  of  loan  from  the  Imperial 
Treasury,  suggested  in  your  Despatch,  and  the  minutes  which  it  encloses.  The 
statements  therein  contained  oiJy  induce  me  to  press  still  more  strongly,  if 
possible,  than  I  have  hitherto  done,  the  necessity  of  prompt  and  vigorous 
measures  on  the  spot,  and  to  record  still  more  formally  my  opinion  that  such 
measures  only  can  be  safely  relied  on  as  a  remedy  in  the  present  crisis.  I  must 
therefore  impress  on  your  Lordship  with  increased  earnestness  this  absolute 
necessity  for  early  and  decisive  measures.  And  I  have  further  to  direct  you,  on 
the  receipt  of  this  Despatch,  to  suspend  every  public  work,  and  postpone  every 
contingent  expense  not  of  primary  necessity  until  the  income  and  expenditure  of 
the  colony  shall  be  equalized.  The  sums  absoluely  necessary  for  carrying  on 
the  expenditure  at  home  and  abroad  must  be  borrowed  in  the  colony  on  its 
own  credit,  an  operation  which  the  known  fertility  of  its  natural  resources  will, 
I  doubt  not,  enable  you  to  effect  on  reasonable  terms.  I  must,  however, 
instruct  you  to  confine  such  loan  or  loans  within  the  limits  of  what  is  absolutely 
necessary. 

7.  As  regards  the  requisition  of  the  Agent-General,  as  there  is  no  time  to 
niake  provision  for  his  immediate  demands,  the  Lords  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury 
liave  consented  on  the  present  occasion  to  make  the  advance  required  to  meet 
them.  This,  however,  they  have  consented  to  do  only  on  the  express  understand- 
ing that  the  Ceylon  Government  will  at  once  take  steps  to  repay  the  amount, 
either  out  of  the  current  revenue,  or  if  that  be  impossible,  by  borrowing  on  the 
spot  to  the  extent  required,  and  will  not  again  run  the  risk  of  leaving  the  Agent- 
General  without  sufficient  funds. 

8.  In  thus  conveying  to  your  Lordship  my  final  and  positive  instructions  on 
this  important  subject,  I  am  well  aware  that  I  am  imposing  on  you  and  on  your 
Executive  advisers  the  performance  of  an  arduous,  not  to  say  a  painful,  duty. 
The  difficulties  with  which  you  are  now  called  on  to  contend  are,  I  am  aware, 
of  much  more  ancient  date  than  the  commencement  of  your  own  administration 
in  the  colony,  and  it  will  devolve  on  you  to  overcome  the  obstacles,  and  even, 
if  necessary,  to  incur  the  odium  of  reforms,  of  which  the  necessity  has  been 
superinduced  by  a  state  of  things  over  which  you  had  originally  no  control. 
Your  own  sense  of  the  duties  of  your  hi^h  office,  and  your  honourable  ambition 
to  perform  them  worthily  and  well,  will,  I  trust,  bear  you  through,  and  enable 
you  to  execute  the  task  which  I  have  now  imposed  on  you  in  such  manner  as  to 
nierit  the  approbation  of  the  Crown  and  the  gratitude  of  the  colony  over  which 
you  preside. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 
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Eoclowre  ia  No.  14.  CKYLON. 

Sir,  5,  Cannon-voir,  June  13,  1848.         End.  in  No.  14. 

I  HATS  tlie  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  5th  May  last,  and, 
m  reply,  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Earf  Grey,  that  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
stationery,  tods,  matenals,  &c.,  required  for  the  service  of  the  years  1848  and  1849,  by  the 
Gh>Temnient  o£  Ceylon,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  12,689/.  Os.  3rf.,  namely : 

£.  s.  d. 
Ordnanee  stores  •  .  7,539  0  0 
Stationery 


Beef  and  pork  • 
Clocks     . 
Guftge-rods 
Lighthouse  stores 


3,600    0  0 

1,527    6  3 

96    0  0 

24    0  0 

2  14  0 

£.12,689    0  3 


I  beg  leave  further  to  inform  you,  that  the  expense  of  providing  the  stationery  supplied  to 
the  Government  of  Ceylon  during  the  last  three  years  has  been  as  follows,  viz.: — 

P£.  8.  d. 

In  the  year  1846        •         .         1,236  6  1 

1847        .         .        2,289  18  0 

,,        1848        •         •        2,789  6  1 

I  have  to  add  that  there  are  no  funds  at  present  in  my  bands  to  enable  me  to  cover  the 
expense  which  will  be  incurred  in  providing  the  articles  included  in  this  requisition,  besides 
bemg  in  debt  to  the  Ordnance  and  Stationery  Offices  14,197,  exclusive  of  an  advance  from  the 
Treasury  of  10,000?. 

I  have,  &c., 
H.  Merivale,  Esq.,  (Signed)  G.  Baillie. 

&c        &c. 

(No.  254.)  No.  15.  No.  15. 

Con  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

TORRINGTON. 

My  Lori>,  Downing-street,  July  18,  1848. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatches  of  yesterday's  date,  Nos.  252  and  253, 
on  the  state  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  island  of  Ceylon,  I  transmit  July  10,  i848. 
herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  this  department 
by  desire  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  containing  their  observa- 
tions upon  the  drafts  of  those  Despatches  which  were  submitted  for  their  con- 
sideration; and  with  reference  to  the  passage  relating  to  the  terms  on  which 
the  proposed  loan  should  be  raided,  I  have  to  direct  you  to  make  the  best  that 
may  be  in  your  power  under  the  existing  crisis.  The  question  of  the  precise 
manner  in  which  the  money  may  be  most  advantageously  raised  must  depend 
so  entirely  on  considerations  which  can  only  be  judged  of  on  the  spot  that  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  express  a  decided  opinion  on  the  subject.  I  have  only  to 
observe,  that  the  rate  of  interest  payable  on  the  loan  should  be  regulated  by  that 
which  prevails  in  the  colony,  so  that  the  debentures  may  be  issued  at  par. 
The  effect  of  fixing  the  interest  at  a  nominally  lower  rate  would  be  to  depreciate 
at  once  the  value  of  the  debentures,  and  as  they  would  then  necessarily  be 
issued  at  a  discount,  the  rate  of  interest  would,  in  fact,  be  the  same,  while  the 
colony  would  be  subjected  to  the  disadvantage  of  having  to  repay  a  larger  sum 
than  had  been  actually  received,  whenever  the  local  revenue  snould  be  in  a 
condition  to  take  up  the  loan. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrmgton,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  15.  ^Encl.  in  No,  15. 

Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  July  10, 1848. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  dated  the  4th  instant,  I  have  it  in  command  to  acquaint 

?ou,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Grey,  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
i'reasury  have  had  under  eonsideration  the  documents  relating  to  the  financial  position  of  the 
GSovernment  of  Ceylon,  therein  submitted  to  them ;  and  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  state  to 
Earl  Grey  that  my  Lords  entirely  concur  in  the  directions  regarding  the  immediate  revision  of 
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C£TLON.  '      the  establishments  and  expenditure  of  the  island,  contained  in  the  Despatch  (draft  A)  about  to 
•  be  addressed  by  his  Lordship  to  the  Governor. 

I  am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  in  signifying  this  concurrence  my  Lords  cannot  but 
express  their  regret  at  observing  that  the  alterations  and  arrangements  in  the  civil  establish- 
ment and  departments,  which  had  been  so  recently  recommended  by  the  late  Governor,  should 
have  given  occasion  for  the  representation  of  me  Sub-Committee  of  the  Colonial  Council 
adverted  to  in  the  Despatch ;  and  in  reference  to  which  they  must  remark  that  they  do  not 
perceive  that  there  is  anything  in  those  arrangements  to  prevent,  or  even  impede,  any  desirable 
reduction,  and  they  are  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  the  placing  of  some  few  additional  offices 
in  that  class  of  the  colonial  establishments  which  is  designated  "  the  Civil  Service,"  should 
constitute  any  "  permanent  attachment  of  those  offices  to  the  Government,"  or  give  the  parties 
filling  them  any  more  permanent  claim  upon  the  Government  than  they  previoi^y  poss^sed. 

I  am  further  to  request  that  you  will  acquaint  Earl  Grey  that,  under  the  special  circum* 
stances  and  emergency  of  the  case,  my  Liords  concur  in  the  sanction  which  his  Lordship 
proposes  to  convey  by  the  further  Despatch  (draft  D),  for  raising  by  way  of  loan,  on  the 
security  of  the  island  revenue,  such  amount  as  will  be  necessary  to  meet  the  temporary  pecu- 
niary difficulties  of  the  colony,  pending  the  revision  of  the  establishments  and  expenditure  of 
the  Government,  and  the  progress  of  the  other  measures  of  financial  reform  the  Governor  has 
been  instructed  to  adopt ;  observing  at  the  same  time  that  my  Lords  conclude  the  Auditor- 
General,  who  is  to  be  the  bearer  of  Lord  Grey*s  instructions,  will  be  put  in  possession  of  any 
general  views  as  to  extent,  mode  of  raising,  or  rate  of  interest,  by  wtuch  it  may  be  his  Lord- 
ship's intention  that  the  local  authorities  should  be  guided  in  negociating  a  loan. 

f  am  futher  to  state  that  my  Lords  having  received  a  statement  from  the  Agent-Greneral  for 
Ceylon  of  sums  required  to  meet  the  present  demands  for  the  service  of  the  Ceylon  Govern- 
ment in  this  country,  will  give  directions  for  such  advance  as  may  be  necessary  for  this  purpose, 
to  be  liquidated  by  the  issues  from  the  Ceylon  Treasury  for  the  service  of  Her  Majesty *s 
forces  on  the  station,  and  will  cause  the  amount  so  advanced  to  be  duly  notified  to  Earl  Grey. 

I  have,  &c., 
Herman  Merivale,  Esq.  (Signed)  C.  E.  Tbevelyan. 

&c.  &c. 

No.  16.         (No.  258.)  No.  16. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

TORRINGTON, 

My  Lord,  Downing-street,  July  19,  1840. 

I  HAVE  received  from  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  4th  February  last» 

•  Page  53.        No.  34,*  forwarding  an  Ordinance,  which  had  been  passed  by  the  Legislature 

of  Ceylon,   "  To  apply  a  sum  not  exceeding   197,950^.  to  the  contingent 

"  service  of  the  colony  "  for  the  year   1848,  together  with  estimates  of  the 

colonial  revenue  and  expenditure. 

Her  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  allow  and  confirm  this  Ordinance. 
You  will  communicate  Her  Majesty's  decision  to  the  inhabitants  of  Ceylon 
by  a  proclamation  to  be  published  in  the  usual  ind  most  authentic  manner. 

I  have  to  express  the  satisfaction  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  remark- 
ing, that  the  information  afforded  by  the  amended  form,  in  which  the  estimates 
on  which  this  Ordinance  is  founded  are  made  out,  is  much  more  ample  and 
specific  than  heretofore. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  17.         (No.  260.)  No.  17. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  RightHon.  Viscount 

TORBINGTON. 

My  Lord,  Downing-street,  July  19,  1848. 

•Page  113.  I  HAVE  received  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  6th*  May  last,  No.  91, 

forwarding  an  Ordinance,  which  had  been  pa^ed  by  the  Legislature  of  Ceylon, 
entituled  "  An  Ordinance  to  make  Provision  for  the  Formation  and  Improve- 
"  ment  of  the  Means  of  Communication  in  the  Island." 

Her  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  allow  and  confirm  this  Ordinance. 

You  will  communicate  Her  Majesty's  decision  to  the  inhabitants  of  Ceylon 
by  a  proclamation  to  be  issued  in  the  usual  and  most  authentic  manner. 

In  signifying  to  your  Lordship  Her  Majesty's  pleasure  as  regards  this  Ordi- 
nance, I  have  to  express  my  entire  approbation  of  the  principle  on  which  it  is 
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founded,  and  my  hope  that  it  may  be  productive  of  very  important  advantages         ceylon. 
to  the  colony ;  and  I  have  also  much  pleasure  in  recording  my  opinion  that  it 
is  drawn  up  with  so  much  ability  as  to  reflect  great  credit  upon  the  Council  of 
Ceylon. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  292.)  No.  18.  No.  18 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

Torrington. 

My  Lord,  Downing-street,  September  30,  1848. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Lordship's  Despatches  of  9th*  and  12tht  of  July  last,     •  Page  135. 
Nos.  126  and  131,  reporting  the  tumultuous  assemblage  of  the  natives  in  Kandy     t  P*go  1*4. 
with  the  avowed  object  of  complaining  of  the  recent  ,Orduiances  imposing  a 
tax  upon  fire-arms  and  dogs,  and  also  of  the  road  Ordinance. 

I  approve  ol  the  measures  adopted  by  your  Lordship  on  this  occasion,  and  I 
have  to  desire  that  you  will  communicate  to  Sir  E.  Tennent  my  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  great  judgment  and  energy  which  characterized  his  proceedings 
^vith  the  Kandyan  malcontents. 

I  have,  &C., 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c  &c. 


(No.  299.)  No.  19.  No.  19. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

Torrington. 

My  Lord,  Downing-street,  October  20,  1848. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  15th  August,  No.  151,*  *  Page  204. 
forwarding  a  petition  signed  by  a  numerous  body  of  the  inhabitants  of  Galle, 
in  which  they  pray  to  be  exempted  from  the  payment  of  the  taxes  recently  im- 
posed upon  them  by  the  Government  of  Ceylon. 

In  acquainting  the  petitioners  that  I  have  duly  received  that  document,  I 
have  to  request  that  your  Lordship  will  apprise  them  that  I  must  refer  them 
to  the  local  Legislature,  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  give  all  due  consideration 
to  any  objections  they  may  have  to  urge  against  the  taxes  they  complain  of. 

I  have,  &C., 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  303.)  No.  20.  No.  20. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

Torrington. 

My  Lord,  Downing-street,  October  24,  1848. 

I  HAVE  received  and  laid  before  the  Queen  the  various  Despatches  n<». 
enumerated  in  the  margin,  containing  the  intelligence  of  some  riotous  proceed-  i<«!  10  "^7,  ^  ^'  l\  Itl: 
iugs  which  took  place  at  Colombo,  and  of  the  subsequent  attempt  at  insurrec-  112;  U     I!      J.'  ml 
tion  in  the  province  of  Kandy,  which  your  Lordsliip  states  to  have  been  hJ;!*     ;;      p.iM.' 
promptly  suppressed.  ^^^'t  ^«  Aug.,  iwir* 

2.  The  Queen  has  learnt  with  regret  that  the  public  peace  of  the  colony  had 
been  disturbed,  and  that  a  part  of  the  native  population  had  been  excited  to 
acts  of  rebellion  by  false  representations  industriously  circulated  as  to  the 

2  Y 
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intentions  of  the  local  Government,  and  as  to  the  nature  and  objects  of  the 
Ordinances  recently  passed  to  sanction  the  imposition  of  certain  new  taxes 
which  had  been  rend^ed  necessary,  by  alterations  in  the  financial  arrangements 
of  the  island,  involving  a  large  reduction  of  objectionable  taxes,  for  the  benefit 
and  encouragement  of  its  trade  and  commerce. 

3.  I  have,  however,  great  satisfaction  in  conveying  to  your  Lordship  Her 
Msgesty's  approbation  of  the  measures  taken  to  restore  tranquillity,  and  main- 
tain the  authority  of  the  Government ;  and  of  the  decision,  promptitude,  and 
judgment  with  which  yon  acted  in  potting  down  the  attempts  which  were 
made  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  island,  and  to  set  up  an  usurped  and  illegal 
power. 

4.  Her  Majesty  has  also  observed  with  satisfaction  that  you  were  cordially 
and  energetically  supported  by  the  civil  and  military  authorities  of  the  colony. 
You  wiU  direct  the  Major-General  commanding  the  troops  to  signify  to 
Colonel  Drought,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  who  were  employed,  Her 
Majesty's  approbation  of  their  services.  The  speedy  suppression  of  the  insur- 
rection seems  to  have  been  in  a  great  measure  due  to  the  able  and  judicious 
manner  in  which  Colonel  Drought  availed  Inmsel^  in  1^  first  instance,  of  the 
small  force  under  his  command,  and  to  the  courage  and  steadiness  with  which 
both  officers  and  men  acted  against  the  large  numbers  of  the  insurgents. 

5.  In  conveying  to  your  Lordship  Her  Majesty's  approval  of  ttie  measures 
taken  to  suppress  this  attempted  revolt,  I  must  express  l^e  satisfaction  with 
which  I  have  observed  that  these  measures  have  also  been  properly  appreciated 
by  many  of  the  colonists,  as  appears  from  the  resolutions  adopted  at  pnblic 
meetings  at  Kandy  and  at  Colombo,  which  you  have  transmitted  to  me.  I  have 
further  to  add,  that  it  is  not  merely  your  exertions  at  the  momeat  of  danger 
which  seem  to  me  entitled  to  approval,  and  that  my  confidence  in  the  policy 
you  had  previously  adopted,  and  which  is  alleged  to  have  been  the  cause  of 
these  disturbances,  is  in  no  degree  shaken  by  the  occurrences  to  which  I  have 
referred. 

6.  In  another  Despatch  I  propose  to  enter  somewhat  fully  into  the  grwmis 
on  which  I  have  come  to  a  conclusion  favourable  to  the  principle  of  your 
recent  financial  measures,  and  it  is  gratifyingto  me  to  find  in  the  papers  before 
me,  and  especially  in  the  speech  of  Sir  H.  Maddock  at  Kandy,  and  in  the  in- 
teresting communications  of  Sir  E.  Tennent,  abundant  evidence  to  show  that 
these  disturbances  cannot  be  attributed  to  anything  really  oppressive,  either  in 
the  nature  or  in  the  amount  of  the  taxes  imposed  by  the  recent  Ordinances.  If, 
therefore,  it  is  true,  as  has  been  asserted,  that  these  Ordinances  were  theimm^ 
4iate  cause  of  the  outbreak,  they  can  only  have  been  so  in  consequence  of  th^ 
studied  misrepresentations  of  their  effect  which  had  been  deliberately  disBeim- 
nated  by  European  agency,  and  in  the  native  language. 

7.  Your  Lordship,  with  the  aid  of  the  Executive  and  Legislative  Councils, 
will,  I  am  sure,  carefully  weigh  every  practical  objection  to  these  laws,  and  be 
anxious  to  remove  every  injurious  provisicm  calculated  to  press  with  any 
harshness  or  injustice  upon  either  classes  or  individuals ;  and  I  rely  upon  yow 
not  losing  sight  of  the  importance  of  remedying  defects  whether  in  the  Ordi- 
nances in  question,  or  in  the  general  administration  of  the  law,  and,  above  all, 
that  you  will  apply  yourself  to  the  correction  of  what  seems  to  me  the  prin- 
cipal fault  in  the  system  of  Grovemment  now  existing  in  Ceylon,  which  has 
been  brought  to  light  by  these  transactions,  I  mean  the  absence  of  sufficient 
opportunities  for  the  natives  in  some  districts  freely  to  communicate  with  the 
various  agents  of  the  Government,  in  order  that  their  representations  may  be 
carefully  and  candidly  considered  (especially  in  reference  to  such  measures  as 
those  lately  adopted),  so  that  any  grievances  they  may  justly  complain  of  may 
be  promptiy  redressed,  and  any  unfounded  apprehensions  they  may  be  led  to 
entertain  by  erroneous  notions  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  Government  may  be 
removed.  Nothing  it  is  obvious  can  so  effectually  contribute  to  this  important 
object  as  a  knowledge  of  the  native  languages  on  the  part  of  the  agents  and 
servants  of  the  Government ;  it  is  indeed  a  necessary  qualification  for  the  effec- 
tive discharge  of  their  most  important  duties.  A  knowledge,  therefore,  of  these 
languages  must  in  future  be  considered  as  an  indispensable  condition  of  promo- 
tion, and  you  will  take  care  to  adopt  such  measures  as  you  may  think  best 
calcxdated  to  test  the  qualification  in  this  respect  of  the  different  civil  servants, 
in  order  that  this  condition  may  be  strictly  enforced. 
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8.  I  concur  in  your  Lordship's  opinion  that  is  necessary  to  punish  with  ckylon.^ 
severity  the  leaders  and  promoters  of  this  insurrection,  which  will  prove  the 
most  merciful  course  in  the  ^id.  But  whilst  it  is  necessary  to  yiBdicate  and 
maintain  the  law,  it  is  desirable  that  acte  of  justice  and  severity  should  be 
strictly  limited  to  what  is  inevitably  called  for  by  the  occasion,  and  that  the 
prevailing  character  of  measures  consequent  upon  excitement  and  insubordina- 
tion should  at  all  times  be  that  of  moderation  and  clemency  towards  those  who 
have  been  misled.  This  implies  no  indulgence  towards  the  guilty  contrivers  of 
sedition,  nor  any  forgetfulness  of  the  claims  to  consideration  and  protection  of 
the  loyal,  peaceable,  and  industrious,  who  constitute,  as  I  am  ha{^y  to  find>  the 
great  majority  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  Ceylon. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  fcc  &c. 


No.  21. 


(No.  304.)  No.  21. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

TORRINGTON. 

My  Lord,  •  Downing-street,  October  24,  1848. 

I.  I  HAVE  received  your  Lordships  Despatoh  of  the  15th  of  August 
last,  No.  147,*  with  which  you  forwarded  two  memorials  from  the  Chairman  ♦  Page  195. 
and  certain  members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  These  memorials  urge 
various  objections  to  the  imposition  of  the  taxes  recently  sanctioned  by  the 
Legislature  of  Ceylon  and  to  the  arrangements  proposed  for  their  collection. 
They  complain  also  of  the  general  system  upon  which  the  affairs  of  the  island 
are  administered,  and  after  praying  that  "  a  Conmiission  be  appointed,  without 
"  delay,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  in  what  manner  the  economy  which 
"  has  now  become  of  such  vital  urgency  can  be  effected  with  the  least  injury  to  . 
"  the  public  service,  it  is  further  prayed  that  I  should  appoint,  without 
delay,  "  an  Independent  Commission,  to  hear  and  report  upon  the  state  of  the 
*'  colony,  the  ministrations  of  Grovemment,  its  laws  and  revenues,  and  all  such 
**  other  matters  affecting  the  interests  of  the  same." 

2.  Your  Lordship  has  also  transmitted  a  copy  of  a  letter,  addressed  to  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  by  cwtain  other  members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
expressing  their  dissent  from  the  statements  contained  in  these  memorials. 

3.  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  inform  the  memorialists  that  I  have 
received  their  memorials,  but  that  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  comply  with  their 
prayer  by  appointing  such  a  Commission  of  Inquiry  as  they  desire,  but  for 
which  I  find  no  adequate  reason  assigned.  I  have  already,  in  my  Despatoh  of 
17th  July  last.  No.  252,  directed  your  Lordship  to  institute  an  inquiry  more 
likely  to  be  effective  than  that  suggested  by  the  mefmorialists  into  tlus  financial 
affairs  of  Ceylon,  with  the  view  of  effecting  all  possible  reductions  of  expetidi- 
ture ;  and  with  regard  to  the  proposed  appointment  of  an  Independent  Com- 
mission to  conduct  a  more  general  inquiry  into  the  system  of  government,  I 
consider  such  a  measure  to  be  entirely  uncalled  for,  inasmudi  as  the  admitted 
defects  of  the  existing  system  of  administration  have  already  occupied  your 
anxious  attention,  and  I  have  so  much  cause  to  be  satisfied  with  the  judgment 
and  vigour  with  which  the  affairs  of  the  colony  have  been  administered  by 
your  Lordship,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Executive  and  Legislative  Councils. 
I  am  happy  to  find  that  my  opinion  as  to  the  credit  due  to  your  Lordship  and 
to  the  Local  Government,  more  especially  for  the  energy  and  promptitude  of 
the  measures  adopted  to  put  an  end  to  the  recent  disturbances,  is  supported  by 
that  which  has  been  expressed  by  a  large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
island,  and  particularly  by  a  public  meeting  held  at  Kandy,  and  presided  over 
by  a  gentleman  oi'  such  high  character  and  station,  and  of  so  much  experience 
in  the  affairs  of  India  as  Sir  H.  Maddock. 

4.  You  will  further  inform  the  memorialists  t^iat  I  am  convinced  that,  in 
these  circumstances,  the  adoption  of  the  mearares  which  they  have  reccwm- 
mended  would  have  no  other  effect  than  that  of  keeping  up  an  injurious 
excitement  in  the  minds  of  the  population ;  and  that  I  greatly  regret  that  the 
memorialists,  instead  of  bringing  any  defects  in  the  details  of  the  reeent  Ocdi^ 
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CBTLON.  Bances  under  the  condderation  of  the  Local  Govemment,  either  when  those 
Ordinances  were  m  progress  through  the  Legislative  Council  or  since  (when, 
I  have  no  doubt,  their  suggestions  would  have  received  the  most  prompt  and 
careful  attention),  should  have  thought  proper  to  take  the  opportunity,  when 
an  attempt  at  insurrection  had  but  just  been  suppressed,  of  addressing  memorials 
of  such  a  character  as  those  now  before  me,  not  to  your  Lordship,  but  to  myself^ 
containing  what,  I  am  compelled  to  observe,  are  veiy  inaccurate  statements  of 
the  real  nature  and  tendency  of  the  measures  and  policy  of  the  local  authori- 
ties, and  which  are,  therefore,  far  more  calculated  to  create  discontent  than  to 
assist  in  effecting  those  reforms  and  improvements  in  the  administration  of  the 
colony,  and  more  especially  in  its  finances,  which  it  is  the  earnest  desire  both 
of  the  Colonial  Government  and  of  Her  Majesty's  confidential  servants  to 
accomplish,  but  which  cannot  be  otherwise  than  gradually  introduced. 

I  must  add  that,  in  my  judgment,  no  small  portion  of  the  responsibility  of 
these  unfortunate  disturbances  rests  with  those  who  have,  through  the  press 
and  by  other  means,  endeavoured  to  create  discontent  amongst  the  native 
population,  and  to  misrepresent  directly  to  them  the  measures  of  the  Local 
Govemment,  and  I  am  glad,  therefore,  that  the  members  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  have  by  no  means  unanimously  concurred  in  these  memorials,  the 
publication  of  which,  at  the  time  it  took  place,  I  must  regard  as  ill-timed  and 
imprudent 

I  have,  &c^ 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  22.         (No.  305.)  No.  22. 

Cow  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

Torrington. 

My  Lord,  Downing-street,  October  24,  1848. 

L  In  more  than  one  of  the  other  Despatches  which  will  reach  you  by 
the  present  opportunity,  I  have  expressed  the  satisfaction  which  I  have  felt  at 
your  prompt  and  successful  efforts  to  put  an  immediate  end  to  the  insurrection 
which,  unhappily,  has  recently  occurred  in  Ceylon.  But  considering  that  so 
much  objection  has  been  taken  on  this  occasion  to  your  financial  measures,  and 
that  memorials  have  been  transmitted  to  me  to  ascribing  the  outbreak  to  the 
just  discontent  these  measures  are  said  to  have  created,  I  consider  it  due  to 
you  to  record  more  fully  than  I  have  yet  done  some  of  the  general  grounds  on 
which  I  approve  of  those  measures^  and  on  which  they  still  appear  to  me  to  be 
deserving  of  approval. 

2.  In  the  first  place,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  review  of  the  whole 
financial  system  of  Ceylon  had  become  absolutely  indispensable.     I  need  not 
recapitulate  at  any  length  the  circumstances  which  created  this  necessity,  for 
they  are  sufliciently  adverted  to  in  the  outset  of  the  Despatch  I  virote  to  you 
Page  3S1.  on  the  17th  of  July  last,  No.  252.*    Within  the  last  few  years  Ceylon  had,  for 

the  first  time,  become  a  field  for  the  skill  and  enterprise  of  British  setUers, 
and  by  that  means  acquired  a  prospect  of  the  numerous  social  advantages 
which  must  follow  from  the  residence  amidst  a  rude  population  of  persons 
having  the  habits  and  acquirements  of  civilization.  The  methods,  how- 
ever, of  raising  a  revenue  which  had  grown  up  concurrently  with  the  obsolete 
system  of  Govemment  monopolies,  were  quite  unsuited  to  the  spirit  of  com- 
merce, and  even  had  it  been  otherwise,  the  fact  came  to  light,  not  merely  that 
the  surplus  which  had  been  believed  to  have  accumulated  in  former  years  was 
much  smaller  than  had  been  supposed,  but  also  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
revenue,  which  had  been  depended  upon  in  settling  the  former  financial 
arrangements  of  the  colony,  had  been  derived  either  from  sources  of  an  extra- 
ordinary kind,  the  continuance  of  which  could  not  be  calculated  upon,  or  from 
taxes  which  could  not  be  maintained,  and  that  thus,  under  these  arrangements, 
the  revenue  from  the  close  of  1845,  had  fallen  so  far  short  of  the  annual 
expenditure  that  the  previous  surplus  had  been  absorbed,  and  there  was  a  very 
large  deficiency  to  be  provided  for  when  the  Colonial  Budget  of  the  present 
year  came  under  your    consideration.     The    alterations,  therefore,    in   the 
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previous  system  of  taxation  which,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Legislative        ceylon> 
Council  youintroduced.  far  from  having  been  rash  and  uncalled-for,  were  dic- 
tated by  themost  imperious  necessity. 

3.  Your  Lordship  is  aware  that  in  laying  down  the  principles  on  which  it 
appeared  to  me  that  the  task  of  revising  the  financial  arrangements  of  the  colony 
should  be  imdertaken  by  those  on  whom,  as  resident  upon  the  spot  and  having 
the  fullest  information,  I  felt  that  the  principal  charge  of  performing  it  umst 
devolve,  I  impressed  upon  you  the  plain  and  obvious  policy  of  trusting  for  a 
restoration  of  the  finances  of  the  colony,  not  to  any  measures  it  might  be  in 
your  power  to  adopt  hi  order  to  obtain  a  larger  revenue,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to 
the  reductions  of  expenditure  which  must  be  affected  in  order  to  bring  down 
its  amount  within  that  of  the  income  on  which  you  might  fairly  calculate.  It 
was  impossible  for  me  to  convey  in  language  more  emphatic  than  in  the 
Despatch  to  which  I  have  above  referred,  the  injunctions  of  Her  Mfigesty's 
Government  that  no  practicable  retrenchments  should  be  spared  until  this 
paramount  object  was  effected ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  these  instructions  will 
be  acted  upon  by  yourself  and  the  principal  officers  of  your  Government,  and  by 
the  Legislative  CoimcU,  with  the  requisite  union  of  vigour  and  of  regard  for 
existing  rights  and  for  the  wants  of  the  public  service.  It  has  not^  therefore, 
been  for  the  purpose  of  upholding  an  excessive  amount  of  establishments  that 
the  new  taxes  in  Ceylon  have  been  approved,  but  they  were  sanctioned  for  the 
sake  of  the  same  object  which  led  your  Lordship  to  propose  them,  namely,  the 
improvement  of  trade  and  encouragement  of  industry  by  the  reduction  of  other 
taxes  calculated  to  retard  the  progress  of  the  colony. 

4.  The  real  question  which,  perhaps,  would  be  found  to  lie  at  the  bottom  of 
any  fair  and  impartial  discussion  of  this  subject,  is  a  comparison  between  the 
merits  of  direct  and  indirect  taxation,  as  the  means  of  obtaining  from  the 
humbler  and  most  numerous  classes  of  the  population  the  contributions  towards 
the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  which  in  some  form  must  be  required  from 
them.  That  in  one  shape  or  another  these  classes  must  contribute  their  share 
of  the  taxes,  in  order,  to  afford  that  public  revenue  which  is  essential  to  the 
first  objects  of  society,  is  a  truth  which  I  believe  will  not  be  denied.  It  has 
again  and  again  been  demonstrated  that  the  largest  fortunes  in  a  community, 
even  though  they  were  entirely  sacrificed,  would  prove  but  small,  compared 
with  the  wants  of  the  whole  society.  It  is  only  by  the  aid  of  contributions 
which,  whilst  rendered  as  little  burthensome  and  as  equitable  as  possible,  are 
yet,  directly  or  indirectly,  paid  by  those  whose  only  income  is  derived  from 
their  labour,  and  who  form  the  great  majority  of  every  community,  that  it  is 
possible  to  derive  an  adequate  public  revenue.  Assuming  this  point  to  be  con- 
ceded, the  only  question  can  be,  whether  it  is  most  for  the  advantage  of  the 
humbler  classes,  and  for  the  good  of  society,  that  their  contributions  should  be 
made  directly  or  indirectly  ? 

5.  Now  I  believe  that  in  this  respect  there  is  a  great  difference  between 
European  and  Asiatic  communities.  In  a  more  advanced  state  of  society,  such 
as  exists  in  our  own  country,  the  habits  of  even  the  humblest  of  the  people  are 
such  that  they  pay  their  full  share  of  the  taxes  imposed  on  articles  of  con- 
sumption, and  it  admits  of  doubt  whether,  owing  to  the  competition  for  obtain- 
ing employment  in  a  densely-peopled  country,  where  there  is  no  other  resource 
to  the  poor  man  than  labour  for  wages,  some  of  those  taxes  which  are  appa- 
rently charged  upon  property  do  not  really  fall  upon  the  labourers.  In  such 
a  country  it  would  neither  be  fair  nor  politic  to  subject  them  likewise  to  a 
taxation  falling  directly  upon  their  own  class.  But  in  such  countries  as  Ceylon 
the  case  is  very  different.  The  disposition  of  the  natives  is  to  be  content  with 
the  subsistence  which  they  can  obtain,  almost  without  labour,  from  a  fertile 
soil ;  their  climate  renders  very  little  clothing  necessary ;  tliey  purchase  very 
few  luxuries,  or  articles  of  importation ;  and  they  can  rarely  be  induced  to 
labour  for  hire,  considering  the  indulgence  of  idleness  preferable  to  any  luxury 
which  they  could  purchase  by  means  of  their  industry. 

6.  By  such  a  people  comparatively  little  can  be  contributed  to  the  Customs 
revenue,  because  their  consumption  is  so  limited,  both  in  its  nature  and  amount 
Neither  could  taxes  laid  on  any  particular  branch'  of  industry,  as,  for  instance, 
coffee  planting,  reach  them,  for  they  do  not  generally  work  for  hire.  Their 
habits,  fortunately,  are  temperate,  but  for  this  very  reason  the  revenue  which 
can  be  derived  from  an  excise  upon  liquors,  or  from  licences  for  their  sale,  is 
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CEYLON.  necessarily  limited  in  amount  It  appears  quite  obvious,  tlierefore,  that  either 
some  direct  impost  must  be  laid  upon  them,  or  else  that  the  great  bulk  of  the 
population  cannot  be  made  to  contribute  such  an  amount  to  the  public  revenue 
as  is  absolutely  necessary  if  those  institutions  and  that  machinery  of  govern- 
ment are  to  be  kept  up  which  are  essential  to  the  progress^  and  even  to  the 
maintenance,  of  civilized  society. 

7-  It  is  probably  for  some  such  reasons  as  these  that,  from  the  earliest  ages 
of  which  we  have  a  record,  the  people  of  India  and  of  Ceylon  have  been  subject 
to  direct  taxation  in  some  shape  or  other,  principally  by  requiring  either  gra- 
tuitous service  or  the  contribution  of  a  proportion  of  the  produce  of  thdr 
labour  from  the  cultivators  of  land.  The  methods  adopted  of  imposing  this 
burthen  on  the  population  may  have  been  objectionable,  and  it  is  my  own 
opinion  that,  both  in  India  and  under  the  native  Governments  in  Ceylon,  they 
were  generally  either  extremely  objectionable  in  themselves  or  were  much 
abused ;  but  the  practice  of  requiring  direct  contributions  from  the  mass  of  the 
people  appears  to  me  to  have  arisen  from  a  necessity,  inherent  in  the  character, 
circumstances,  and  habits  of  the  people,  which  must  continue  equally  to  be  felt 
by  their  present  rulers.  But,  further,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a  mistake  to 
regard  the  imposition  of  direct  taxation  to  a  moderate  amount,  upon  a  popu- 
lation in  such  circumstances,  as  really  injurious  to  them.  I  am  persuaded  that 
it  may,  on  the  contrary,  be  conducive  to  their  true  welfare-  The  view  of  this 
subject  which  I  conceive  to  be  erroneous  has  probably  been  adopted  from 
applying  to  a  very  different  state  of  society  a  judgment  founded  upon  that  to 
which  we  are  accustomed  in  Europe.  In  all  European  countries  the  necessity 
of  supplying  their  daily  wants  is,  to  the  labouring  classes,  a  suflBcient  motive  to 
exertion ;  indeed,  the  difficulty  which  they  experience  in  obtaining  the  means 
of  comfortable  subsistence  is  so  great  that  it  has  generally  been  considered  (as 
it  always  ought  to  be)  the  great  object  of  the  Governments  of  these  countries^ 
in  their  financial  arrangements,  to  avoid  aggravating  this  difficulty  by  the 
imposition  of  taxes  calculated  to  enhance  the  cost  of  subsistence.  But  the  case 
is  very  different  in  tropical  climates,  where  the  population  is  very  scanty  in 
proportion  to  the  extent  of  territory;  where  the  soil,  as  I  have  already 
observed,  readily  yields  a  subsistence  in  return  for  very  little  labour;  and 
where  clothing,  fuel,  and  lodging,  such  as  are  there  required,  are  obtained  very 
easily.  In  such  circumstances  there  can  be  but  little  motive  to  exertion  to  men 
satisfied  with  an  abundant  supply  of  their  mere  physical  wants,  and  accordingly 
experience  proves  that  it  is  the  disposition  of  the  races  of  men  by  which  these 
countries  are  generally  inhabited  to  sink  into  an  easy  and  listless  mode  of  life 
quite  incompatible  with  the  attainment  of  any  high  degree  of  civilization. 
But  if  it  be  admitted,  as  I  think  it  must,  that  the  real  welfare  of  mankind 
consists,  not  alone  in  the  enjoying  an  abundance  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  but 
in  their  being  also  placed  in  a  situation  favourable  to  their  nK>ral  improvem^it, 
and  to  their  advance  in  civilization,  it  follows  that,  in  such  countries  as  I  have 
Adverted  to,  it  may  be  for  the  true  interest  of  the  working  classes  that  the  con- 
tributions demanded  from  them  towards  the  wants  of  the  State  should  some- 
what increase  the  amount  of  exertion  required  for  procuring  a  subsistMice. 

8.  The  greater  progress  which  civilization  has  made  in  temperate  as  com- 
pared to  tropical  climates,  has  always,  and  I  beUeve  justly,  been  attributed  to 
the  power  with  which  necessity,  which  is  proverbially  the  mother  of  invention, 
and  the  mainspring  of  human  exertion,  has  operated  in  the  former  as  compared 
to  the  latter;  hence  the  obvious  policy  of  giving  additional  force  to  this 
stimulus  in  those  cases  in  which  it  is  found  to  be  deficient 

9.  Nor  is  it  to  be  lost  sight  of  that  while  direct  taxation  is,  in  such  circum- 
stances, calculated  to  promote  the  progress  of  society,  indirect  taxation  has  the 
very  opposite  effect.  To  create  and  to  foster  a  taste  for  the  habits  of  civilized 
life  in  a  rude  population,  it  is  requisite  that  they  should  have  before  them  the 
example  of  civilized  men,  and  that  the  gratification  of  the  wants  of  civilized 
life  should  be  rendered  as  easy  to  them  as  possible;  but  with  this  view  imported 
articles  should  be  rendered  cheap,  and  those  branches  of  trade  and  industry 
which  require  the  direction  of  civilized  and  educated  men,  such  as  the  pro- 
duction of  sugar  and  coffee,  should  be  encouraged.  Hence  the  peculiar  im- 
portance of  avoiding  the  imposition  of  any  taxes  which  can  interfere  with  trade, 
and  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  very  opposite  policy  to  that  which  would 
be  proper  in  Europe,  by  endeavouring,  in  the  imposition  of  tax^  to  make  th^B 
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prew;  so  £BLr  as  prudence  will  admit,  rather  upoa  those  who  are  content  with  a  ceylow. 
mere  subsistence  than  upon  the  possessors  of  property  and  the  purchasers  of 
luxuries.  I  caimot  forbear  remarking  that  what  is  now  taking  place  in  the 
West  Indi£Ui  colonies,  and  the  difficulties  which  are  there  experienced  from 
the  deficiency  of  adequate  motives  for  industry,  afford  a  striking  illustration  of 
the  justice  of  the  views  I  have  thus  explained  to  you, 

10.  I  have  dwelt  longer  on  these  general  topics  than  I  should  otherwise  have 
done,  because  I  have  been  anxious  to  explain  jny  reasons  for  believing  that, 
quite  indepcsud^tly  of  any  immedii^  exigency  in  the  affairs  of  Ceylon,  there 
were  wider  and  more  permanent  causes  which  rendered  the  kind  of  taxation 
you  suggested  the  most  natural  and  the  best  adapted  to  the  country  for  which 
it  was  designed.  It  only  remains  for  me  now  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  ques- 
tion how  far  the  particmar  measures  themselves  were  well  chosen  and  properly 
adapted  to  their  purpose. 

1 1.  The  most  important  of  the  new  taxes,  and  those  which  have  been  most 
objected  to,  are  the  tax  of  six  days'  labour,  or  35.  in  money,  imposed  by  the  road 
Ordinance,  upon  every  male  inhabitant  of  the  colony  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
roads,  and  the  annual  licence  duty  of  2s,  6rf.,  which  is  made  payable  for  the 
right  of  carrying  a  gun.  Perhaps  the  latter  can  hardly,  with  strict  correctness, 
be  termed  a  direct  tax ;  it  is  rather  a  payment,  very  moderate  in  amount,  which 
the  State  requires  from  all  who  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  the'  privilege  of 
having  guns,  and  the  primary  object  of  the  law  was  not  that  of  raising  a  revenue, 
but  of  establishing  a  registration  of  arms,  which  has  been  considered  to  be 
necessary  as  a  police  regulation  for  the  public  safety  both  by  your  predecessor 
and  by  yourself  It  appears  that  the  guns  so  generally  possessed  by  the  natives 
of  Ceylon  are  used,  to  a  great  extent,  in  the  pursuit  of  game,  which  abounds  in 
that  island,  and  I  do  not  know  of  any  more  proper  subject  for  taxation  than  this 
amusement.  It  has  indeed  been  asserted,  that  guns  are  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  the  crops  from  wild  animals  in  many  parts  of  the  island,  and 
that  this  is  the  object  for  which  they  are  usually  kept  I  believe  there  is  much 
reason  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  this  statement,  but  were  it  correct,  the  amount 
of  the  charge  thus  imposed  upon  the  cultivator  is  absolutely  insignificant  in 
comparison  with  the  lowest  amount  paid  by  the  peasant  in  the  most  favoured 
parts  of  India  It  is  further  to  be  observed,  that  this  is  not  a  tax  calculated  to 
check  production,  like  a  land-tax  such  as  is  often  levied  in  India,  taking  from 
the  cultivator  a  fixed  portion  of  his  produce,  and  it  affords  little,  if  any,  pretence 
for  abuse  in  levying  it.  There  may  possibly  be  objections  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  tax  has  been  collected  at  the  outset,  and  an  absence  of  proper  facili- 
ties for  obtaining  licences  in  remote  parts  of  the  country,  but  these  are  faults  of 
detail  obviously  capable  of  being  remedied,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  an  advantage,  instead  of  the  reverse,  if,  for  the  more  easy  collection  of  the 
tax,  it  should  be  found  necessary  to  make  an  arrangement  requiring  some  Eu- 
ropean servant  of  the  Government  annually  to  visit  every  village,  however 
remote,  in  the  colony.  The  absence  of  sufficient  communication  between  the 
Government  and  the  natives  of  the  more  remote  districts,  has,  I  believe,  justly 
been  regarded  as  one  of  the  great  faults  of  the  administration  of  Ceylon. 

12.  With  regard  to  the  road  tax,  the  same  general  considerations  which  have 
already  been  adverted  to  apply  with  even  greater  force.  With  a  view  to  the 
progress  of  civilization,  there  is  no  object  in  the  promotion  of  which  the  inha- 
bitants of  Ceylon  are  more  deeply  interested  than  in  the  improvement  of  the 
roads ;  it  is  one,  therefore,  to  which  they  may  most  justly  and  properly  be 
required  to  contribute,  and  while  it  will  be  a  great  relief  to  the  general  revenue 
to  provide  for  this  most  necessary  service  by  a  local  charge,  I  trust  that  the  local 
benefits  derived  from  it  will  speedily  reconcile  the  population  to  so  moderate 
an  imposition.  An  assessment  upon  the  land  benefited  by  the  roads  would  have 
been  in  many  respects  a  preferable  mode  of  imposing  the  burthen,  but  I  am 
aware  of  the  apparently  insuperable  difficulties  which,  from  the  peculiar  state 
of  things  in  Ceylon  with  reference  to  the  occupation  of  land,  you  would  have 
had  to  encounter  in  endeavouring  to  establish  such  an  assessment,  and  I  am 
therefore  of  opinion  that  the  measure  which  you  have  adopted  was  the  best 
which  was  immediately  open  to  you.  As  far  as  it  is  possible  to  judge  from  the 
necessarily  imperfect  knowledge  I  possess  of  the  state  of  society  in  Ceylon,  I 
should  think  that  the  share  which  the  people  themselves  are  to  have  in  the 
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CEYLOX.        administration  of  this  law  is  well  calculated  to  prevent  abuse,  and  may  be  the 
commencement  of  a  more  complete  system  of  local  organization. 

13.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary,  on  this  occasion,  to  enter  into  any  examination 
of  the  other  taxes  you  have  imposed,  as  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  they 
involve  any  of  those  larger  considerations  of  policy  to  which  alone  I  conceive 
it  to  be  my  proper  province  to  advert  It  is  for  yourself,  and  for  the  members 
of  the  Legislative  Council,  as  possessing  a  local  knowledge  which  it  is  impos- 
sible that  I  should  acquire,  to  consider  and  decide  upon  the  particular  measures  to 
be  adopted  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  that  general  system  of  financial  policy  in 
•  Ceylon  which  has  received  the  sanction  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

I  have,  &c.. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Torrington,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &C. 
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No.  1. 


Despatches  from  the  Governor. 

No.  1.  No.  1. 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Colin  Campbell  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  dated  Ceylon,  Pavilian  Kandy, 
March  22,  1842. 

'^  The  excitement  created  by  the  late  disasters  in  India  has  much 
subsided  here,  and  although  I  am  aware  that  Budhist  Priests  and  others  have 
been  traversing  the  country  circulating  false  reports,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  things  in  the  interior  remain  tranquil,  and  I  have  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  reports  sent  to  me  were  much  exaggerated. 

**  Your  Lordship  may  rely  that  I  shall '  be  upon  my  guard,  and  that  every 
precaution  shall  be  taken  to  watch  and  frustrate  the  designs  of  the  disaffected.  ** 


No.  2.  No.  2. 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Colin  Campbell  to  Lord 
Stanley,  dated  Pavilion,  Kandy,  April  18,  1842. 

'*  Since  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing  your  Lordship  on  the  22nd 
ultimo,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  informing  you,  that  from  every  informa- 
tion I  have  been  able  to  obtain  as  to  the  state  of  the  interior,  I  am  fully 
persuaded  that  the  reports  which  prevailed  as  to  the  excitements  said  to 
exist,  were  very  much  exaggerated  indeed,  but  certainly  there  is  considerable 
dissatisfaction." 


No.  3.  (No.  70.)  No.  3. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Cohn  Campbell  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley. 

The  Queen's  House,  Colombo, 
My  Lord,  May  9,  1842. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  interior,  although 
I  had  received  many  reports  of  the  existence  of  a  pretender  to  the  Kandian 
throne,  I  had  received  none  upon  which  implicit  credit  could  be  placed,  and  all 
the  chiefs  treated  it  as  an  idle  rumour.  About  that  period,  however,  one  of 
the  principal  chiefs  stated  to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  that  he  had  received 
information  which  convinced  him  that  such  a  person  did  exist,  and  that 
numbers  of  the  natives  resorted  to  him,  principally  from  curiosity.  Rumour 
had  always  asserted  the  principal  attendant  of  the  pretender  to  be  one  Polgas- 
pittye  Duckgannerale,  one  of  the  household  of  the  late  king.  Emissaries  were 
employed  to  obtain  access  to  the  pretender,  and  such  decided  information  was 
at  length  received  of  a  person  claiming  to  be  king  of  Kandy  having  been  for 
some  time  past  in  the  district'' of  Upper  Doombera,  at  villages  15  or  18  miles 
from  Kandy,  coUectnig  arms,  and  endeavouring  to  excite  the  people  to  rebel- 
lion, that  I  felt  it  necessary  to  take  steps  for  his  apprehension,  or  at  least,  if  I 
should  fail  in  that,  to  disperse  his  adherents ;  particularly  as  the  natives  were 
in  a  state  of  such  alarm,  that  it  was  found  impossible  for  the  planters  to  procure 
labourers,  owing  to  the  apprehension  of  disturbances,  which  were  generally 
prevalent.  Accordingly  on  the  night  of  Tuesday,  the  26th  ultimo,  I  sent  out 
two  parties  of  Malays  of  the  Ceylon  Regiment  to  arrest  the  pretender  ;  they 
failed  in  arresting  him,  but  Polgaspittye  Duckgannerale,  the  prime  niinister, 
was  arrested  (with  arms  in  his  hands)  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  and  I 
have  this  day  received  a  notification  by  express,  that  a  person  supposed  to  be 
the  pretender  has  also  been  arrested  by  the  people  of  the  country. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  I  remained  at  Kandy  imtil  Polgaspittye  Duckgan- 
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nerale  was  arrested,  and  I  have  no  reason  whatever  to  apprehend  any  ccnise-        cbvlon. 
quences  more  serious  than  the  difficulty  experienced  by  the  coffee  planters  in 
inducing  labourers  to  go  to  the  interior,  this  difficulty  will,  I  trust,  soon  die 
away. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  though  arms  are  now  very  abundant  in  the  country, 
very  few  of  the  persons  surrounding  the  pretender  are  said  to  have  been 
armed 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  COLIN  CAMPBELL 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley, 
&c.        &c.         &c.j 


(No.  177.)  No.  4.  No  4. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Colin  Campbell  to 

Lord  Stanley. 

The  Queen's  House,  Colombo, 
My  Lord,  November  4,  1842. 

In  my  Despatch,  No.  70,  of  the  9th  May  last,  I  reported  the  arrest  of 
the  parties  implicated  in  the  attempt  to  create  a  disturbance,  about  the  begin- 
ning of  this  year,  and  as  I  had  said  Plough  to  show  that  no  ground  for  anxiety 
existed,  I  deferred  making  any  further  report  till  the  final  termination  of  the 
matter. 

The  Deputy  Queen's  Advocate,  Mr.  Temple,  made  very  full  and  careful — 

inquiry,  and  I  have  now  the  honour  to  transmit  his  reports,  which  were  yester-  2__ 

day  considered  in  the  Executive  Council,  and  a  copy  of  the  resolution  which 
was  unanimously  adopted  for  the  discharge  of  the  prisoners. 

The  final  disposal  of  this  matter  has  been  delayed  (very  much  against  my 
wishes)  first  by  the  illness  of  Mr.  Temple  and  next  l^  the  session  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  Kandy,  which  prevented  the  prisoners  being  brought  before 
the  District  Court  for  examination,  a  measure  which  appeared  to  me  desirable 
for  the  reasons  which  I  explained  to  the  Council. 

It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  I  am  thus  enabled  to  report  the  termination 
of  an  attempt  to  excite  an  insurrection,  which,  though  in  itself  very  insignificant, 
was  the  cause  of  no  small  alarm  in  the  interior* 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley,  (Signed)        COLIN  CAMPBELL. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  4. 

Queen's  Advocate's  Oflice,  Colombo, 
Sir,  July  5,  1842. 

In  compliance  with  the  direction  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  I  proceeded  to  Kandy  to 
inquire  into  some  treasonable  practices  said  to  prevail  in  that  province,  and  to  ascertain  how  far  the 
fears  entertained  by  a  great  portion  of  the  inhabitants  might  be  well  grounded.  Upon  a  fuU  investi- 
gation of  the  case,  and  after  having  encountered  the  diflSculty  of  eliciting  truth,  so  peculiarly 
great  in  a  country  where,  from  the  almost  total  want  of  moral  principle,  scarcely  any  witnesses 
can  be  entirely  depended  upon,  and  where  those  parts  only  of  the  evidence  can  be  relied  upon 
as  tnidi,  which  the  majority  of  the  witnesses  concur  in  testifying  to,  I  have  the  honour  to 
report,  that  it  appears  that  during  the  early  part  of  the  present  year  a  few  persons  have 
been  going  about  the  country  holding  nightly  meetings  in  the  jungle^  at  which  one  of  their 
number,  encircled  by  an  enclosure  of  white  cloth,  was  introduced  as  a  new  king,  about  to  drive 
the  English  out  of  the  country  ;  while  another,  standing  on  the  outside  of  the  enclosure,  acted 
as  the  medium  of  communication  between  the  pretended  king  and  the  people.  The  latter,  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe,  congregated  from  curiosity,  and  not  with  any  treasonable  in- 
tentions. It  is  very  difficult  to  ascertain  with  any  degree  of  certainty  what  object  these  persons 
bad  in  view,  for  although  the  evidence  tends  to  show  that  they  had  solicited  the  assistance  of 
the  country  people  to  aid  in  expelling  the  English  from  the  country,  in  which  it  was  said  that 
the  king  had  had  it  revealed  to  him  in  a  dream  that  he  should  be  successful,  still  the  slender 
means  which  they  had  at  command  (even  their  temporary  adherents  scarcely  ever  exceeding  12 
in  number),  the  refiisal  of  the  most  part  of  the  people  to  take  any  interest  in  their  proceedings, 
and  the  slight  hints  thrown  out  in  the  evidence  that  presents  would  be  acceptable  to  the  king, 
indine  me  to  believe,  that  possibly  they  thought  more  of  enriching  themselves  than  of  obtaining 
possession  of  the  country. 

I  am  happy  to  be  enabled  to  state,  that  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  the  chiefs  are  in  no 
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CEYLON.  way  implicated  in  the  affair^  and  that  in  fact,  if  treason  was  the  object  of  these  persons,  which 

*""*  is  almost  too  ridiculous  to  believe,  their  attempt  has  been  a  most  signal  failure,  and  may 

almost  be  considered  a  subject  of  congratulation,  as  showing  that  the  country  is  sufficiently 
satisfied  with  the  present  Government  to  forbid  their  heedlessly  entering  upon  any  chimerical 
attempt  at  change.  The  persons  now  in  custody  are  the  pretended  kiog,  his  chief  minister, 
and  a  person  who  appears  to  have  been  an  active  partizan  and  adherent  of  the  king ;  there  is 
also  another  person  who  is  implicated,  but  who  has  not  yet  been  apprehended,  though  a 
warrant  has  been  issued  against  him.  The  nature  of  the  evidence  taken  before  me,  will  not^  I 
think^  substantiate  a  lower  charge  than  that  of  high  treason,  which  possibly  his  Excellency  may 
consider  too  serious  a  charge  for  so  insignificant  an  attempt.  And  considering  also  that  the 
evidence  privately  taken  before  me  not  being  upon  oath,  there  is  a  possibility  of  there  being  a 
variance  in  it  when  taken  in  public  Court,  I  recommend  that  before  any  ulterior  steps  are 
taken  the  case  should  be  referred  in  the  usual  way  to  the  District  Court,  by  which  means  his 
£xcellency  will  be  the  better  enabled  to  judge  what  course  it  will  be  advisable  to  pursue, 
while  the  publicity  there  given  to  the  affair  will  tend  to  tranquillize  the  public  mind. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  C.  Temple,  Deputy  Queen's  Advocate. 

The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary. 


Queen's  Advocate's  Ofiice,  Colombo, 
Sir,  July  28, 1842. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that 
upon  carefully  investigating  the  evidence  taken  by  me  in  Kandy,  relative  to  the  treasonable 
practices  said  to  prevail  in  the  Kandian  province,  I  find  there  is  evidence  to  justify  the  putting 
of  four  persons  upon  their  trial ;  three  of  whom  only  are  yet  in  custody.  The  evidence  taken 
by  me  induces  me  to  conclude  that  the  affair  did  not  assume  a  serious  aspect,  but  was  in  itself 
so  weak  and  frivolous  an  attempt,  and  the  result  has  been  so  signal  a  failure,  that  I  was  in 
hopes  to  have  been  enabled  to  have  recommended  the  prisoners  should  have  been  put  upon 
their  trial  for  a  lower  offence  than  that  of  high  treason.  I  regret,  however,  that  in  my  opinion 
the  nature  of  the  evidence  is  such,  that  insignificant  as  the  attempt  has  been,  still  it  would  only 
substantiate  the  charge  of  high  treason. 

Owing  to  my  recent  very  serious  illness,  I  was  unable  to  attend  to  the  case  after  my  return 
from  Kandy  till  the  present  time,  and  considering  that  in  cases  of  high  treason  the  prisoners 
ought  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  indictment  10  days  before  they  are  put  upon  their  trial ; 
it  is  impossible  they  should  be  tried  at  the  ensuing  Kandy  sessions,  which  commence  on  the 
3rd  of  August  The  prisoners,  not  yet  knowing  what  charge  will  be  preferred  against  them, 
they  would  be  unable  in  so  short  a  time  to  prepare  their  defence  and  obtain  their  witnesses, 
many  of  whom  would  have  in  all  probabiUty  to  come  from  some  distance.  I  think  also  that 
an  examination  should  take  place  before  the  District  Court,  in  order  that  the  committal  for 
trial  might  be  made  in  the  usual  way ;  for  it  does  not  appear  to  me  advisable  for  the  Queen  s 
Advocate  in  so  trivial  a  matter  to  avail  himself  of  the  unusual  and  perhaps  doubtful  method  of 
filing  the  information  himself  in  the  Supreme  Court,  without  the  intervention  of  the  Lower 
Court,  and  making  a  special  application  for  the  prisoners  to  be  brought  up  for  trial. 

The  examinations  before  me  having  been  taken  privately  and  not  upon  oath,  I  fear,  that  it  is 
by  no  means  certain  that  when  the  witnesses  come  to  be  examined  publicly  in  Court  their 
evidence  would  coincide  with  the  statements  made  to  me. 

I  think,  therefore,  that  having  already  gone  to  the  District  Court  to  commit  the  prisoners 
for  further  examination  the  usual  course  should  be  adopted  of  sending  the  matter  for  investi- 
gation before  the  District  Court,  where  the  open  exposition  of  the  evidence  would  tend  to 
satisfy  the  public  mind  that  Government  had  been  justified  in  the  measures  it  had  taken, 
while  the  weakness  and  utter  failure  of  the  attempt  being  shown  the  fears  of  the  native 
population  would  be  tranquillized,  and  possibly  the  result  of  this  examination  might  be  to 
enable  Government  to  show  leniency  towards  the  prisoners,  either  by  leaving  the  case  to  be 
disposed  of  by  the  District  Court,  or  by  allowing  them  to  be  released  on  givmg  security  for 
their  good  behaviour. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  C.  Temple,  Deputy  Queen's  Advocate. 

The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary. 


The  Deputy  Queen's  Advocate's  Office, 
Sir,  Nuwera  ElHa,  Oct.  18,  1842. 

Having  just  received  a  communication  through  Mr.  Gibson,  expressing  dissatisfaction 
at  the  course  which  has  been  pursued  in  the  conducting  of  the  case  against  Dugeneralle  and 
others  for  treason  before  the  North  Court  of  Kandy.  I  have  the  honour  to  express  my  regret 
that  the  intention  of  his  Excellency  should  not  have  been  carried  out.  The  instructions  which 
I  gave  to  Mr.  Gibson,  and  which,  if  I  remember  correctly,  were  in  compliance  with  those  I 
received  from  Government,  were,  that  he  should  bring  the  prisoners  before  the  District  Court ; 
that  he  should  examine  such  witnesses,  as  from  a  perusal  of  the  evidence  taken  before  me,  he 
might  consider  best ;  that  having  examined  sufficient  evidence  to  justify  the  district  judge  in 
committing  them  for  trial,  and  to  show  the  public  that  Government  had  been  warranted  in 
the  steps  they  had  taken,  they  were  then,  if  nothing  more  flagrant  came  out  against  them, 
to  be  released  on  giving  security  for  their  future  good  conduct.      I  think  that  the  course 
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pursued  had  been  right,  considering  that  it  was  a  case  over  which  Mr.  Staples  had  no  power,  CBYLON. 

further  than  to  commit  for  trial,  if  he  considered  the  evidence  sufficient.  It  now  remains  for 
the  Government  either  to  bring  them  to  trial,  or  to  instruct  the  Queen's  Advocate  to  release 
them  upon  whatever  terms  it  may  please  to  dictate ;  as  far  as  regards  the  paucity  of  evidence, 
no  more  was,  strictly  speaking,  necessary  than  what  the  district  judge  might  consider  necessary 
to  justify  a  committal,  and  it  appears  that  Mr,  Gibson's  reason  for  not  adducing  more  evidence 
was,  that  had  the  proceedings  continued  longer,  the  affair,  through  the  folly  of  one  of  the 
prisoners,  must  have  been  brought  to  trial.  I  have  before  had  the  honour  to  state  that  there 
IS  clear  evidence  to  convict  the  prisoners  of  high  treason;  the  attempt,  however,  was  so  insigni- 
ficant, and  the  failure  so  complete,  that  I  understood  my  instructions  from  Government  to  be, 
to  avoid,  if  possible,  bringing  them  to  trial  for  so  great  a  crime.  It  was,  I  believe,  under 
these  instructions,  and  with  this  impression,  that  Mr.  Gibson  acted,  in  not  producing  further 
evidence.  I  regret  the  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  these  proceedings  were  com- 
menced. My  own  illness  delayed  my  report  to  Government,  and  since  then  the  difficulties 
which  attended  Mr.  Gibson's  arrival  in  Kandy,  followed  by  the  sessions  and  the  subsequent 
absence  of  Mr.  Staples,  have  rendered  it  unavoidable. 

I  write  in  haste,  as  the  Tappal  does  not  allow  me  much  time,  and 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary.  (Signed)  C.  Temple. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  4.  End.  2  in  No*  4. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Executive  Council,  held  at  the  Council-room,  at 
Colombo,  on  Thursday,  the  3rd  day  of  November,  1842. 

The  Governor  states  to  the  Council  that  as  the  attempt  to  create  disturbance  api)ears 
to  have  been  insignificant  in  the  extreme,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  desirable  to  attach  to  the 
prisoners  such  importance  as  they  would  derive  from  a  trial  for  high  treason ;  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  no  grounds  are  considered  to  exist  for  bringing  the  parties  to  trial  for  any 
minor  offence.  The  Government  thought  it  right  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  District 
Court,  not  only  as  a  means  of  satisfying  the  public  that  sufficient  reasons  did  exist  for  the 
measures  which  had  been  adopted,  but  also  with  a  view  to  giving  publicity  to  the  facts  of  the 
case,  in  order  that  it  might,  at  the  same  time,  be  known  how  little  real  ground  of  apprehension 
existed.  The  course  adopted  by  one  of  the  prisoners  has  to  some  extent  frustrated  the  latter 
measure,  but  the  Governor  now  thinks  the  best  course  to  be  adopted  is  to  direct  the  Queens 
Advocate  to  move  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  discharge  of  the  prisoners. 

The  Queen's  Advocate  states  that  this  is  clearly  his  opinion ;  the  Council  concur. 


No.  5.  No.  6. 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Colin  Campbell  to  Lord 

Stanley,  dated  Queen's  House,  Colombo,  August  18,  1843. 
(Private.) 

**  A  FEW  weeks  ago,  in  consequence  of  unpleasant  reports  from  the 
Kandian  provinces  that  a  pretender  was  going  about  exciting  the  people,  and 
representing  himself  as  a  descendant  of  the  late  king  of  Kandy,  and  as  he 
exacted  obeisance,  money,  and  provisions  from  the  people  for  himself  and 
a  few  followers,  I  gave  directions  to  apprehend  him,  which  was  fortunately 
effected;  he  is  now  in  custody  waiting  his  trial.  The  Queen's  Advocate 
informs  me  that  he  must  be  tried  for  high  treason,  and  that  he  cannot  be  tried 
for  a  minor  offence.  I  apprehend  if  he  is  tried  for  the  higher  offence  that  he 
will  be  acquitted.  I  consider  it  would  be  preferable  to  try  him  for  the  minor 
offence,  as  it  would  insure  a  conviction,  and  he  then  might  l^e  banished  from 
the  island,  or  employed  as  a  convict  on  the  roads.  I  must,  however,  leave  the 
manner  of  trial  to  be  determined  by  the  Queen's  Advocate. 

**  Reports  at  the  same  time  were  prevalent  in  the  interior  that  a  rising  of  the 
people  was  intended  during  the  festival  of  the  Parahora,  and  that  it  was  their 
intention  to  attack  Kandy.  I  did  not  credit  the  reports,  but  as  the  Govern- 
ment Agent  and  his  assistants  in  the  Kandian  provinces  gave  full  belief  to 
them,  and  as  they  stated  that  the  information  which  they  received  and 
transmitted  was  unquestionable,  and  represented  their  apprehensions  of  an 
insurrection  breaking  out  so  forcibly  to  Government,  that  I  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  me  to  take  measures  quietly  to  be  prepared  for  what  might  occur,  and 
went  to  Kandy  for  the  apparent  purpose  of  inspecting  the  troops,  that  I  might 
be  on  the  spot  during  the  festival,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  it  passed  off 
with  the  greatest  tranquillity,  and  I  returned  here  on  the  4th  instant,  being  ^ 

absent  five  days.  •  ♦  •  • 
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CEYLON.  «  The  Kandian  population  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  are  well  affected  to 

the  Government ;  a  few  of  their  head  men,  their  priests,  and  their  immediate 
dependants,  are,  I  understand,  dissatisfied,  the  former  being  deprived  of  the 
consequence  and  power  which  they  exercised  over  the  people,  and  the  latter, 
their  temples  and  religion  deteriorating,  as  the  attendance  and  offerings  of  the 
people  are  daily  diminishing. 

^  I  have  thought  it  proper  that  your  Lordship  should  be  acquainted  with 
what  is  herein  stated,  in  case  they  should  reach  you  exaggerated  throu^  any 
other  channel.* 


No.  6. 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Colin  Campbell  to  Lord 
Stanley,  dated  Queen's  House,  Colombo,  20th  October,  1843. 

"  My  Despatch,  No.  187,  by  the  present  mail,  will  inform  your  Lordship 
of  the  trial  and  conviction  of  the  pretender  who  attempted  to  create  disturbance 
in  the  Kandian  provinces,  and  the  acquittal  of  12  of  his  followers,  who  were 
implicated  and  tried  at  the  same  time ;  several  of  the  latter  are  headmen  of  the 
districts  in  which  they  reside,  and  I  may  find  it  necessary  to  remove  some  of 
them  after  due  inquiry.  The  Kandian  Provinces  are  perfectly  tranquil  at 
present,  and  I  consider  that  the  late  trials  will  show  the  people  that  they  have 
been  grossly  imposed  upon  by  a  fanatic  and  impostor,  and  that  the  Government 
are  watchful,  and  possess  the  means  of  punishing  the  guilty." 


No.  7.  (No.  187.)  No.' 7. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Colin  Campbell  to 

Lord  Stanley. 

The  Queen's  House,  Colombo, 
My  Lord,  October  21,  1843. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lordship  that  nunours  of  the 
existence  of  a  plot  against  the  Government  began  to  be  prevalent  about  April 
this  year. 

They  were  not  at  any  time  such  as  in  my  judgment  to  give  any  serious 
ground  of  apprehension,  although  the  Government  Agent  and  some  oUiers 
viewed  the  matter  in  a  much  more  serious  light. 

In  July  I  received  reports  of  seditious  meetings  in  the  part  of  the  country 
lying  between  Kandy  and  BaduUa,  in  consequence  of  which  I  directed  Major 
Rogers,  Assistant  Agent  and  Commandant  of  BaduUa,  to  proceed  to  the  spot 
for  the  purpose  of  making  inquiry ;  the  result  of  which  was  the  apprehension 
of  a  considerable  number  of  persons  in  the  vicinity  of  Nuwera  Ellia,  and  of 
these  it  was  thought  right  by  the  Queen's  Advocate  to  bring  12  to  trial  on  a 
charge  of  treason.  One  person  named  Chandrogotty  Selewanse  Sareinkere 
Unnanse,  the  same  who  was  arrested  last  year  on  a  similar  charge,  was 
convicted,  and  the  rest  acquitted. 

I  enclose  the  judge's  notes  which  were  transmitted  to  me,  from  which  it  will 
be  perceived  that  the  attempt  to  create  disturbance  was  extremely  con- 
temptible, nevertheless  as  such  conspiracies,  if  they  deserve  the  name,  are 
calculated  to  create  alarm  and  distrust,  and  as  the  person  now  convicted  caused 
very  considerable  alarm  last  year,  I  have  thought  it  right  to  commute  the 
capital  sentence  for  imprisonment  at  hard  labour  for  14  years;  the  example,  I 
trust,  will  have  a  good  effect. 

I  have  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley,  (Signed)        COUN  CAMPBELL. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 
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Enclosure  in  Na  7.  cmYLON. 

Badulla,  Wednesday,  September  6,  1848.  End.  in  No.  7. 

Samuel  HoUowell,  Secretary  of  the  District  Court  of  Nuwera  EUia,  examined. 

I  was  present  at  the  preliminary  investigation  of  this  case  and  various  articles  were  then  pro- 
duced. I  got  a  packet  now  produced  from  the  Deputy  Queen's  Advocate  and  a  chatty,  and  a 
bundle  of  four  swords^  and  another  packet  and  a  bundle  of  pikes  with  handles,  and  another 
bundle  vrithout  handles^  and  two  arrows  and  a  bow,  and  a  bundle  of  three  swords  and  a  gun, 
and  a  cap  and  fan.  I  got  them  all  from  the  Deputy  Queen's  Advocate  the  day  of  examination 
in  the  Court  House  immediately  after  the  examination.  The  articles  have  oeen  kept  in  my 
house  since,  and  are  now  in  the  state  in  which  I  first  received  them. 

By  Mr.  Wilmot — I  got  the  articles  from  the  Deputy  Queen's  Advocate,  he  handed 
them  over  to  me  five  minutes  after  the  examination.  They  have  been  under  lock  and  key  ever 
since  I  got  them,  and  the  key  has  always  been  in  my  possession. 

By  the  Court, — ^The  1st  prisoner  was  present  when  1  got  tfie  articles,  Appoohamy  Korale. 
I  know  the  1st  prisoner  and  got  a  warrant  for  his  apprehension,  on  which  I  apprehended 
him  in  Doombera.  1  also  apprehended  the  1 0th  prisoner  under  the  same  warrant,  and  others 
who  are  not  here.  The  names  of  these  are  Menikralle,  Menikralle  and  Davia.  The  10th 
prisoner  had  a  fan,  cloth,  and  cap.  I  took  the  two  prisoners  to  Kandy,  having  previously 
left  them  sometimes  at  a  place  on  the  way.  I  had  known  the  1st  prisoner  before  and  had 
seen  him  in  February,  which  was  the  last  time  I  saw  him  before  this  occasion.  I  saw  him  at  a 
rivulet  near  my  village.  I  went  to  him,  having  been  sent  for  by  him.  There  was  another 
person  present.  I  asked  him  why  I  was  sent  for?  and  the  1st  prisoner  said,  "You  must 
lend  me  aid  to  create  a  rebellion  in  the  country  and  raise  men."  The  1st  prisoner  was  then  in 
robes,  and  on  my  objecting  he  said,  "  I  have  a  prince  and  I  will  fetch  him."  This  was  all  the 
conversation  at  that  time.  Two  or  three  days  afi;er  he  came  into  ray  village  with  a  person 
who  he  said  was  a  prince.     I  had  not  known  that  person  previously.    The  1st  prisoner,  the 

r'lnce  (who  was  a  Malabar),  and  another,  came  to  Dunganaralle's  house  while  I  was  there, 
gave  them  some  cocoa  nut,  water,  and  other  food,  and  chairs  to  sit  on,  and  afterwards  I 
made  out  a  report  to  the  Government  Agent.  On  the  same  occasion  the  Malabar  man 
having  gone  away  I  asked  where  he  was?  and  the  1st  prisoner  said,  "  1  understand  you  are 
writing  a  report  for  the  Cutcherry,  so  I  have  sent  him  away  let  whatever  will  happen  to 
myself."  I  said  it  was  false,  and  that  I  had  not  written  any  such  thing,  adding,  "  I  am  not  so 
perfidious.**  But  by  this  time  I  had  written  and  despatched  my  report.  I  afterwards  went 
away  leaving  the  1st  prisoner  at  Dunganaralle's  house,  and  did  not  see  him  again  till  on  the 
present  affair. 

By  Mr,  Wilmot — ^Then  you  told  a  lie  ?  No,  I  did^not.  I  said  what  I  did  in  order  to  get 
hold  of  the  1st  prisoner.  1  do  not  consider  it  a  lie.  I  have  been  in  office  since  the  time  of  me 
Singhalese  Government.  I  have  discharged  my  duty  according  to  my  office.  The  Ist  pri- 
soner did  not  go  away  when  the  above  conversation  was  had,  he  remained  and  went  next 
morning.     I  got  an  answer  from  the  Cutcherry  not  to  apprehend  the  Ist  prisoner. 

By  Court. — ^There  was  an  interval  of  three  or  four  days  between  my  first  and  second  seeing 
the  prisoner  in  Felmary. 

By  Jury. — There  was  an  interval  ol  about  three  months  between  that  and  his  apprehension. 
Tliere  were  Simon,  Punchyralle,  and  other  two  persons  present  when  the  1st  prisoner  spoke  to 
me  at  the  rivulet.  I  had  seen  him  in  1832.  I  knew  him  from  that  time,  but  did  not  see  him 
again  till  at  the  rivulet,  as  already  mentioned. 

Gomedele  JBali  Vidahn. — I  know  the  Korale  who  has  been  examined,  and  saw  him  at  my 
house,  after  the  Singhalese  new  year.  I  got  some  weapons  from  the  king.  I  cannot 
recognise  him  here.  I  saw  him  in  the  District  Court.  The  1st  prisoner  fa  the  person  I  mean 
by  the  "king."  He  gave  me  the  weapons  at  my  village  at  my  house  on  the  occasion  referred 
to.  I  could  identify  the  weapons.  These  are  the  weapons.  I  gave  them  to  the  korale.  I  do 
not  recollect  when  I  did  so.  There  were  some  persons  with  the  ist  prisoner  when  at  my  house, 
and  an  aratchy  (Loko  Aratchy),  and  another  came.  The  4th  prisoner  is  Loko  Aratchy. 
There  was  a  conversation  between  them  at  my  house  on  this  occasion.  The  4th  prisoner  said 
"all  the  people  in  the  dissavony  are  agreed  to  this  except  Andrewewe  Korale."  He  said  so  to 
the  1st  prisoner,  and  I  understood  he  referred  to  the  rebellion.  The  1st  prisoner  had  said 
when  he  gave  me  the  weapons  that  they  were  to  wage  war  with.  They  were  concealed  in  my 
hoi|se  against  my  will.  I  am  a  low  caste  man  and  not  able  to  make  war.  The  weapons  were 
brought  to  me  for  safe  keeping,  and  I  kept  them  till  I  gave  them  up  to  the  Korale,  the  last 
witness  examined. 

By  Mr,  Wilmot, — I  am  a  low  caste  man,  and  was  bed-ridden  at  the  time  when  the 
Ist  prisoner  came  to  my  house.  There  was  no  one  in  the  house  with  the  1st  prisoner  and 
myself  on  the  occasion  referred  to ;  people  used  to  come  to  my  house  as  it  is  by  the  way  side. 
The  weapons  were  concealed  in  the  jungle;  when  they  were  placed  there  I  was  well,  but  after- 
wards I  got  sick.  You  said  the  weapons  were  forced  upon  you  against  your  inclination  ?  was 
well  at  that  time.  I  did  not  say  I  was  sick  at  the  time  or  bed-ridden.  I  said  the  things  were 
given  me  when  I  was  well.  When  they  agreed  to  go  on  the  rebellion  I  was  sick.  I  said  so 
before.  I  have  no  account  of  the  number  of  weapons  I  got.  The  1st  prisoner  was  attended 
by  two  persons  who  carried  the  weapons.  1  gave  the  Korale  a  chembo  and  a  uny,  and  would 
have  given  anything  through  fear.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  1st  prisoner  was  Kapoowa  or 
not.     I  took  him  for  the  "king." 

By  the  Court, — I  do  not  know  the  names  of  the  weapons.  I  do  not  know  how  long  I  had 
the  weapons.     I  gave  them  to  the  Korale  from  the  jungle.     I  took  them  to  the  jungle 
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CBYLON.  when  I  was  well.    The  1st  prisoner  was  not  then  with  me,  but  Menikralle  was  when  I  put 

them  into  the  jungle.  They  were  not  left  at  my  house.  They  were  never  in  my  house  at  ill. 
I  was  at  home  in  my  village  when  I  got  them,  and  I  took  them  to  the  jungle,  about  20 
fathoms  off. 

By  Jury, — ^Between  the  1st  prisoner's  first  and  second  visits  to  my  house  there  was  an 
interval  of  time,  but  I  do  not  know  how  long.  It  was  less  than  a  week.  It  was  at  the  second 
visit  that  he  gave  me  the  weapons,  nobody  came  with  him  the  first  time;  he  came  to  me  at 
night,  wet  with  rain.  He  said  he  was  king.  He  said  so  on  the  first  occasion  and  was  then  in 
a  lay  drefs.  He  stopped  two  days  the  first  time,  and  on  the  second  occasion  the  conversation 
took  place  between  the  1st  and  4lh  prisoners.  Nobody  was  present  at  the  conversation  but  the 
two  prisoners.  He  was  called  king  by  all  the  village.  The  weapons  were  hidden  on  the 
ground  under  the  jungle. 

Dumbeherra  Daveya. — My  village  is  in  Wallepene.  My  father's  name  is  Garoowa.  I  know 
the  1st  prisoner ;  he  is  the  king.  I  saw  him  first  at  my  father's  house,  a  long  time  ago,  after 
last  Singhalese  new  year;  he  came  with  three  or  four  others  whom  I  do  not  know;  I  could 
not  identify  them.  He  brought  gunpowder  to  my  futher's  house,  and,  after  an  interval  of  time, 
some  bullets.  On  the  first  occasion  he  remained  in  my  father's  house  one  night,  and  then  went 
away.  He  came  again  about  six  days  after,  with  other  people,  among  whom  was  12th 
prisoner.  They  staid  on  this  occasion  a  day,  I  think,  and  then  went  away.  About  three  days 
after  he  came  again^  with  the  12th  prisoner  and  others,  the  same  who  came  on  the  second 
occasion.  This  time  he  staid  four  or  five  days.  Some  gunpowder  was  made  at  my  father's 
house  on  the  occasion  of  his  first  visit  to  my  father's  house,  which  the  1st  prisoner  carried 
away  when  he  proceeded  beyond  the  river  into  Doombera.  He  left  some  of  the  gunpowder  in 
a  chatty,  which  was  carried  to  the  jungle,  and  afterwards  brought  back  to  the  house.  When 
the  1st  prisoner  staid  at  my  father's  house,  the  6th  prisoner  came  with  another,  who  I  believe 
is  present,  but  I  cannot  identify.  The  6th  prisoner  presented  that  person  to  the  king.  A 
large  host  of  men  came.  When  the  homage  was  paid,  he  was  at  the  threshing-floor.  The 
king  (I  mean  the  1st  prisoner)  said, ''  Form  yourselves  into  a  circle  round  me,  that  the  men 
may  pay  me  homage."  The  12th  prisoner  was  standing  with  swords.  The  Ist  prisoner  said, 
*'  A  large  host  is  coming,  do  you  stand  there,"  to  the  12th  prisoner.  The  1st  prisoner  was 
sitting  arrayed  in  plenty  of  apparel ;  he  was  seated  on  a  log  on  the  threshing-floor.  The 
homage  was,  falling  on  their  knees,  and  folding  the  hands  together.  The  Ratterale  did  so 
first,  then  other  persons  afterwards.  That  evening  the  1st  prisoner  and  others  remained  in 
the  jungle.  They  did  not  return  to  my  father's  house  after  the  homage,  but  went  to  the 
jungle,  and  the  following  day  I  saw  the  Ist  prisoner,  having  gone  there  with  persons  who 
carried  food  to  him  and  his  people.  I  remained  till  they  partook  of  their  meal.  I  saw  the 
1st  prisoner  again,  at  my  father's  house,  about  six  days  after,  and  on  the  following  day  I  went 
with  him  and  others.  We  halted  at  a  river.  There  was  with  the  1st  prisoner  on  this  occasion 
the  12th  prisoner  and  the  10th  prisoner,  which  last  the  1st  prisoner  called  by  the  name  of 
*'  Banda. '  The  12th  prisoner  left  us  on  the  way,  before  we  reached  the  river,  and  myself  and 
the  others  were  afterwards  apprehended  by  the  Korale.  I  had  then  in  my  possession  a  gun 
belonging  to  1st  prisoner.  I  got  it  from  him.  The  Korale  took  it  from  me.  This  is  the 
gun.     I  carried  nothing  but  the  gun. 

By  Mr,  Wilnwt, — I  was  compelled  to  carry  the  gun.  I  do  not  know  what  1st  prisoner 
was  king  of;  he  was  just  called  "  king.*'  There  were  about  100  persons  present  at  the 
homage  giving.  The  12th  prisoner  held  two  swords,  one  in  each  hand,  and  so  stood  before 
the  1st  prisoner.  The  1st  prisoner  used  to  put  on  an  awful  look,  otherwise  how  could  he  have 
got  people  to  him?  The  1st  prisoner  said,  *'  How  can  I  unite  the  country,  if  you  and  others 
refuse  to  go? "  This  the  1st  prisoner  said  when  he  compelled  me  to  go  with  the  gun.  There 
were  a  great  many  dogs  and  boys  attending.  The  log  the  1st  prisoner  sat  on  was  an  old  log ; 
it  had  a  white  cloth  on  it,  and  so  sat  the  1st  prisoner  on  it.  The  10th  prisoner  was  always 
with  the  king  (I  mean  the  1st  prisoner)  on  great  occasions;  he  was  not  present  on  this  occa- 
sion. Lampe  Menikralle  was  not  at  the  threshing-floor ;  I  am  certain  of  that ;  but  the  other 
Menikralle  was  present. 

By  Jury, — ^There  were  particular  persons  present,  a  Ratterale  and  others.  Among  those 
present  at  the  homage  were  Punchy  and  others,  who  are  here  as  witnesses. 

[Adjourned.] 

Thursday^  7th  September. 

Dambeherra  Garoowa. — ^I  live  at  Arookwatte,  and  know  the  1st  prisoner.  I  first  saw  him 
at  my  house  about  two  or  three  months  ago.  He  came  with  several  others,  amongr  whom 
were  4th  and  1 1th  prisoners.  They  came  with  gunpowder.  They  staid  one  day.  The  next 
day  the  king  (I  mean  the  1st  prisoner)  and  the  people  went  away,  giving  the  gunpowder  into 
my  charge.  It  was  in  a  chatty.  I  declined  to  take  the  powder,  bat  they  said,  "  All  the 
people  know  this,  except  Andrewewe  Korale,  so  do  not  be  aft*aid."  It  was  the  1st  prisoner 
who  said  this  to  me.  I  afterwards  concealed  the  powder  under  ground,  with  some  bullets, 
which  I  also  got  from  the  1st  prisoner  in  a  bag,  on  the  same  occasion,  in  the  Madoowa.  Four 
or  five  days  after  the  1st  prisoner  came  back  with  several  persons,  among  whom  was  the  12th 
prisoner,  and  remained  five  or  six  days.  They  brought  a  measure  of  saltpetre,  and  made  gun- 
powder, which  they  took  away  with  them.  I  went  with  them  to  Panella  to  the  rebellion. 
While  they  remained  in  my  house  several  persons  came  to  see  the  1st  prisoner;  about  300  at 
different  times ;  among  these  was  the  6th  prisoner.  It  was  at  the  threshing-floor  they  met  the 
1st  prisoner,  because  he  was  there,  having  gone  thither  to  receive  the  people^  the  distance  of  a 
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loud  cry  from  my  house.     When  the  6th  prisoner  came  to  see  the  1st  prisoner,  I  was  present,  CBYLON. 

and  on  that  occasion  something  was  said  which  I  could  not  hear.    The  people  paid  him  homage  ^^ 

there — salutation  with  folded  hands  on  the  knees.  The  6th  prisoner  and  others  who  came 
there  paid  this  homage  to  the  1st  prisoner,  who  was  at  this  time  sitting  on  a  log,  covered  with 
a  piece  of  cloth.  He  was  as  at  present,  except  that  he  was  covered  with  a  red  cloth.  I  went 
to  Panella  on  the  day  of  the  rebellion,  by  which  I  mean  a  mob  collected  to  proceed  to  Nuwera 
Ellia.  The  mob  was  collected  by  the  12th  prisoner — the  Aratchies  of  the  different  divisions. 
As  I  went  to  Panella  the  mob  went  with  me.  The  mob  collected  on  our  way  to  Panella. 
When  I  left  home  there  were  not  many  persons.  The  10th  prisoner  I  call  Banda;  the  1st 
prisoner  called  him  so ;  I  do  not  know  his  real  name.  I  took  with  me  when  I  left  home 
a  painted  sticky  which  was  given  to  me  by  the  1st  prisoner.  It  was  a  pike  I  took  with 
me ;  and  some  gunpowder  was  carried  by  some  of  the  rest,  also  bullets ;  the  bullets  and  gun- 
powder which  I  mentioned  before.  We  all  proceeded  to  Panella,  and  before  we  got  there 
about  300  joined  us.  When  we  got  there  we  were  put  under  arrest,  as  it  was  at  Bagatorre. 
We  were  put  in  an  enclosure,  and  confined  there  till  people  could  be  collected.  We  were 
desired  to  go  in  there  by  the  1st  prisoner,  and  accordingly  we  went.  Afterwards  an  Aratchy 
came  with  100  men,  but  he  declined  to  proceed,  so  the  party  broke  up,  and  thereupon  I 
returned  with  the  gunpowder  and  bullets,  which  I  kept.  Afterwards,  I  found  Major  Rogers 
investigating  into  the  affair,  and  on  that  occasion  I  was  examined  by  him.  I  afterwards 
escaped,  and  concealed  myself.  I  was  advised  not  to  keep  the  gunpowder,  but  to  throw  it  into 
the  river,  but  I  concealed  it.  It  was  the  5th  prisoner  who  so  advised  me.  I  concealed  the 
gunpowder  and  bullets  in  the  jungle,  where  I  also  remained  myself  for  about  two  months, 
when  a  proclamation  was  made,  appointing  Andrewewe  Korale  over  the  district.  I  then 
delivered  up  to  him  the  gunpowder  and  bullets.  The  chatty  was  about  three  months  in  my 
possession ;  it  was  covered  by  a  deer-skin  at  the  top,  and  tied  up  in  a  cloth.  It  was  a  short 
pitcher,  broken  in  the  brim.  Witness  says  this  is  it — ^this  is  not  it — yes,  this  is  the  bundle.  I 
also  delivered  up  the  bullets  along  with  the  gunpowder  to  the  Korale.  I  should  know  the  bag 
of  bullets  again ;  it  was  a  bag  made  of  pine  leaves;  I  saw  it  produced  in  the  District  Court. 

By  Mr,  Wilmot, — I  was  two  months  in  the  jungle  living  on  fruits  and  yams,  which  I  col- 
lected there.  I  lived  one  month  so,  and  then  proceeded  on  to  some  friends,  where  I  got  some 
Natcheria  flour;  but  being  afraid  I  returned  with  the  flour  to  the  jungle  again.  The  chatty 
and  bullets  were  all  this  while  at  Arookwatte.  I  was  afraid  of  being  caught.  The  1st  prisoner 
and  his  party  were  apprehended,  and  I  was  afraid,  but  I  received  a  paper  writing  to  come  out 
with  the  gunpowder.  My  boy,  the  last  witness,  brought  me  the  paper,  and  when  I  came  out 
I  found  that  Andrewewe  Korale  had  been  appointed  over  the  district.  The  4th  prisoner  was 
the  first  person  who  came  to  the  1st  prisoner  at  my  house.  His  first  visit  to  my  house  was 
when  the  gunpowder  was  brought ;  he  said,  *'  Have  no  hesitation,  but  take  this  powder,  every 
one  knows  this  but  Andrewewe  Korale."  Three  persons  came  in  company  with  the  1st  prisoner 
when  he  came  to  ray  house.  I  do  not  know  who  brought  the  gunpowder ;  we  afterwards  went 
to  the  threshing  floor,  about  five  days  after  1  got  the  gunpowder-  My  boy,  myself,  and  two 
persons  besides  children  were  in  the  house  with  me ;  we  did  nothing  during  the  five  days  but 
remain  at  home;  we  were  engaged  in  field-work  during  that  time;  no  other  work  have  we 
poor  people ;  we  employed  ourselves  in  the  field.  The  two  persons  and  myself  live  in  one 
house,  having  erected  separate  huts.  One  of  the  two  persons  I  mentioned  is  Kaloowa,  my 
brother-in-law.  They  do  not  assist  me  in  the  field,  nor  do  I  assist  them  in  the  cultivation  of 
their  field.  The  men  who  accompanied  the  1st  prisoner  made  the  gunpowder  from  pounded 
saltpetre,  sulphur^  and  charcoal.  The  charcoal  was  brought  in  the  morning  after  the  1st 
prisoner's  arrival  at  my  house,  and  the  gunpowder  was  then  made.  When  the  articles  were 
pounded  two  persons  were  present.  The  powder  was  being  pounded  when  my  son  came ;  he 
assisted  in  pounding  the  saltpetre,  sulphur,  and  charcoal ;  he  came  while  these  articles  were 
being  pounded  ;  he  pounded;  he  assisted  in  pounding.  I  was  at  the  threshing  floor;  my  son 
was  then  in  a  field  very  far  from  where  the  1st  prisoner  was  at  the  threshing  floor.  He  was  at 
the  threshing  floor ;  he  was  present  the  whole  time  of  the  homage  and  prostration ;  he  also 
made  homage  and  prostration  to  the  1st  prisoner  several  times ;  ne  prostrated  but  once  at  a 
time;  he  did  so  every  time  he  came  into  the  1st  prisoner's  presence.  The  6th  prisoner  was  at 
the  threshing  floor  and  the  11th  prisoner;  and  when  the  multitude  went  away,  the  6th 
prisoner  remained  with  the  1st  prisoner  in  the  jungle;  the  11th  prisoner  did  not  remain 
during  the  night,  he  went  away  an  hour  before  night-fall,  leaving  the  1st  and  6th  prisoners. 
The  1st  prisoner  had  the  cloth  in  his  hand,  which  was  put  on  the  bag  ;  his  attendants  had  the 
cloth  ;  one  of  his  attendants  had  it ;  he  had  it  about  his  shoulders ;  no,  he  had  it  in  his  hands, 
it  was  folded.  The  log  was  old  and  dirty,  which  was  dry  and  rubbed  off  by  ihe  attendants. 
The  mat  was  then  placed  on  the  log,  and"  the  cloth  above  it.  One  man  (the  r2th  prisoner) 
stood  on  the  one  hand,  and  another  man  on  the  other  hand  of  the  1st  prisoner  during  the 
homage.  I  am  sure  of  that.  These  were  the  only  persons  of  the  prisoners  who  were  at  the 
threshing  floor.  I  went  to  my  house  after  leaving  the  threshing  floor.  The  two  persons  who 
lired  with  me  were  at  the  threshing  floor,  but  they  returned  home  before  me;  it  was  a  month 
or  two  after  this  at  the  threshing  floor  that  I  went  to  the  jungle.  I  escaped  to  the  jungle  from 
the  custody  of  persons  who  had  me  and  others  in  charge  at  that  time.  There  was  one  peon  in 
the  house  with  me  and  four  outside ;  and  when  the  peons  fell  asleep,  the  12th  prisoner  who 
was  in  the  room  with  me  advised  me  to  conceal  the  gunpowder.  All  the  persons  fell  asleep  at 
one  time,  10  hours  after  night-fall ;  they  were  lying  down,  I  heard  the  peons  outside  snoring ; 
the  door  was  closed  but  not  locked.  I  effected  my  escape  at  this  time,  because  I  was  advised 
to  conceal  the  gunpowder.  I'he  other  persons  did  not  effect  their  escape  with  me.  The  door 
opened  inside ;  the  passage  was  clear,  the  peons  lying  on  each  side  of  the  door.     The  gun- 
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CBYLOW.  powder  was  concealed  in  the  madoowa  of  my  house.     I  went  into  the  madoowa  that  night  and 

dug  up  the  gunpowder,  knee  deep,  and  took  it  away.  I  dug  it  up  with  a  sharp  stick ;  no  one 
was  then  present;  the  madoowa  is  four  miles  off.  I  went  there  and  got  the  gunpowder,  and 
same  night  went  with  it  into  the  jungle.  The  Ist  prisoner  entered  my  house  first,  the  aratchies 
next,  and  the  people  after  that.  The  first  words  of  the  1st  prisoner  to  me  were  those  which  I 
have  stated.  The  aratchies  said  so  first  of  all;  the  1 2th  prisoner  said  so  first,  and  when  I 
declined  the  first  prisoner  said,  *^  Do  not  be  afraid,  take  and  keep  it.*'  Kaloowa  was  present 
at  this  time.  The  12th  prisoner  and  another  said,  <'  This  is  a  solitary  house,  keep  the  powder ; 
we  cannot  carry  it  with  us."  The  12th  prisoner  was  the  first  person  after  the  1st  prisoner  that 
came  into  my  house;  he  came  with  the  1st  prisoner,  but  entered  my  house  before  the  1st 
prisoner.  The  12th' prisoner  was  the  first  person  who  entered  my  house,  and  next  the  1st 
prisoner,  then  the  other  aratchy.  I  spread  a  cloth  for  the  1st  prisoner,  he  set  on  upon  a  board 
on  the  floor ;  the  board  was  a  door. 

By  Court. — ^The  boy  brought  me  the  written  paper  in  the  jungle.  I  had  not  seen  him 
during  the  2i  months  I  was  m  the  jimgle.  I  had  not  told  my  boy  that  I  was  going  to  the 
jungle,  nor  the  persons  who  lived  with  me.  When  I  went  to  the  madoowa  for  the  gunpowder 
I  saw  my  wife,  no  one  else ;  she  was  in  the  kitchen  sleeping  at  the  time ;  my  boy  was  then 
with  1st  prisoner.  I  took  my  wife  into  the  jungle  with  me,  where  she  remained  a  fortnight 
when  I  sent  hor  to  her  people  very  far  off.  I  left  her  five  days  with  her  people,  and  then  she 
returned  with  me  to  the  jungle,  and  was  with  me  when  my  boy  brought  the  paper.  I  was  not 
at  my  house  at  any  time  during  the  two  months  I  was  in  the  jungle.  I  was  back  to  my  house 
at  the  end  of  15  days,  lestving  my  wife  in  the  jungle.  I  found  my  house  down.  I  did  not  see 
my  boy  at  this  time,  nor  the  persons  who  lived  with  me.  My  boy  did  not  bring  me  any  paper 
in  the  jungle ;  he  heard  of  the  proclamation,  and  when  I  came  out  I  was  told  by  my  boy.  I 
heard  of  the  proclamation  when  1  was  in  the  junojle  and  came  out.  I  found  my  boy  accom- 
panying the  Korale  with  the  proclamation  when  1  came  out ;  my  wife  heard  the  proclamation 
also ;  slie  is  not  here  to-day. 

By  Jury. — The  men  went  with  pikes  and  other  arms.  I  also  saw  guns.  Each  man  had  his 
pike ;  I  saw  this.  The  distribution  took  place  at  Pupilakany,  the  1st  prisoner  distributed 
them. 

Arookwatte  Kaloowa, — 1  live  at  Arookwatte  and  know  the  first  prisoner;  he  is  the  ''king." 
I  saw  him  first  at  Arookwatte  at  the  house  of  a  Vidahn  there;  the  10th  and  12th  prisoners 
were  present.  I  went  for  a  cocoa-nut  and  saw  them ;  they  were  fixing  blades  on  sticks  to  make 
pikes;  the  attendants  were  doing  this.  The  Ist  prisoner  was  seated  in  the  same  place  where 
this  was  going  on.  1  had  not  seen  the  1st  prisoner  before,  but  I  was  told  he  was  "king."  I 
was  desired  to  pay  homage  to  him,  which  1  did;  the  10th  and  12th  prisoners  so  desired  me. 
I  never  did  the  like  before,  nor  see  any  person  do  it.  The  10th  and  12th  prisoners  said,  '*  Kneel 
down  and  pay  homage,'*  nothing  more.  They  did  not  show  me  the  act  of  homage.  I  imme- 
diately  knelt  down  and  paid  homage,  I  next  saw  the  1st  prisoner  at  the  house  of  the  last 
witness  the  day  following ;  my  house  is  separated  from  his  by  a  field.  I  saw  the  1st  prisoner 
afterwards,  he  was  about  five  days  in  the  house  of  the  last  witness ;  multitudes  came  there  to 
see  the  1st  prisoner;  among  others  the  6th  prisoner  and  the  4th  prisoner.  This  was  not  at 
Garoowa's  house.  The  4th  prisoner  did  not  come  the  same  day  the  6th  prisoner  paid  homage, 
I  mean  at  the  threshing  floor.  I  saw  the  6th  prisoner  pay  homage  in  the  same  way  as  I  had 
done;  others  did  the  like.  The  Ist  prisoner  distributed  swords  to  the  men  at  Pallagam  on 
a  Monday  to  keep  off  the  crowd  from  him  ;  when  the  1st  prisoner  was  at  Garrowa's  house  I 
saw  powder  pounded.  I  did  not  assist  in  pounding.  The  powder  was  dried  and  put  into 
three  bottles,  and  concealed  at  Garoowa's  house ;  some  of  the  powder  was  put  into  a  chattj 
and  concealed  there  also ;  buried  in  the  house;  in  the  centre  of  the  room  where  stood  a  sand- 
table.  There  [were  also  bullets  concealed  under  the  loft.  The  Ist  prisoner  said,  "  I  am 
collecting  these  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  purpose  of  driving  away  the  present  ruler,  and 
taking  the  country."  He  said  this  to  us  all ;  also,  **  Don't  you  be  afraid  of  this,  the  chiefs  and 
the  aratchies  and  all  the  people  are  agreed  to  this."  He  said  so  at  Garoowa's  house ;  no,  be 
said  nothing  at  Garoowa's  house.  He  said  this  at  the  threshing  floor  which  is  attached  to  my 
field,  about  three  fathoms  from  Garoowa's  house ;  it  is  my  threshing  floor,  but  it  is  used  by 
Garoowa.  I  went  with  the  people  to  Panella,  to  go  to  Newera  Ellia  to  wage  war  against  the 
Government.  Newera  Ellia  is  the  place  we  were  to  go  to  in  order  to  wage  war  against  the 
Grovernment.  The  1st  prisoner  had  a  sword;  I  carried  a  pike.  The  1st  prisoner  gave  it  to 
meat  Arookwatte;  the  aratchies  came  to  the  place  where  the  1st  prisoner  was,  at  Panella, 
but  they  refused  to  go,  making  various  excuses;  some  of  the  people  too  effected  their  escape 
from  Panella.  1  did  so  and  returned  to  my  village,  having  laid  down  my  pike  before  I  went 
off.  I  afterwards  saw  Major  Rogers  at  Walepenny,  and  1  was  arrested  iliere  and  taken  to 
Kandy  gaol.  I  was  confined  ;  the  day  of  my  examination  before  Major  Rogers  I  was  con- 
fined with  the  12th  prisoner  and  others,  and  afterwards  taken  to  Kandy.  Garoowa  effected 
his  escape  during  the  night  after  our  examination.  I  did  not  know  this  till  I  was  informed  by 
inquiries  after  him.     There  were  about  20  persons  taken  to  Kandy  gaol. 

By  Mr.  Wtlmot — Garoowa  is  my  wife*s  uncle.  I  had  two  children  there,  and  I  went  to 
see  them  when  I  saw  the  1st  prisoner.  There  is  a  field  between  my  house  and  Garoowa's  of 
two  ammonams'  extent,  and  I  had  to  pass  through  it  to  get  to  Garoowa's.  No  one  came  the 
day  1  went  to  the  house.  On  the  day  the  1st  prisoner  came  he  came  alone^  in  the  morning, 
about  three  hours  after  daylight.  The  1st  prisoner  said,.  *'  I  am  putting  you  to  great  expense 
and  remain  with  you  to  take  the  country,  which,  when  1  do,  I  will  bestow  favours  on  you. 
He  said  so  to  Garoowa ;  I  was  then  in  the  same  room  with  the  1st  prisoner  and  Garoowa 
This  was  the  first  time  the  1st  prisoner  came  to  Garoowa's  house ;  there  was  nobody  present 
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at  this  time  but  Menikralle  and  Garoowa,  and  myself.     ''  I  shall  give  you  part  of  a  royal  CBYLON. 

village  ;"  this  also  the  Ist  prisoner  said  to  Garoowa;  he  said  nothing  else.     The  Ist  prisoner  """" 

took  his  rice  and  curry,  and  I  joined  in  entirely  with  him ;  we  did  not  sit  down  together ;  we 

eat  separaEtely.     The  Ist  prisoner  afterwards  went  away ;  he  stopped  till  mid-day,  and  then  went 

away.    The  1st  prisoner  came  again  to  Garoowa*s  house,  and  tnence  he  proceeded  to  Panella. 

\  was  at  my  house  when  he  came  to  Garoowa's  house  on  that  occasion,  and  I  did  not  go  there 

at  this  time  to  see  him.     I  heard  he  had  been  to  Garoowa's  for  some  time.     I  have  seen  him 

several  times;  I  saw  him  at  Garoowa*s  house;  I  went  there  and  saw  him.     I  make  mistakes ; 

fright  and  other  things  make  me  afraid.     I  forgot  that  I  did  go  to  Garoowa*s  to  see  the  1st 

prisoner.     The  men  of  the  country  came  there  to  see  him  on  the  second  occasion  that  I  saw 

the  Ist  prisoner  at  Garoowa's  house ;  powder  was  made  there  :  I  went  there  as  soon  as  it  was 

light,  because  the  1st  prisoner  was  there,  as  I  was  informed.      The  1st,  the  10th,  and  the  12th 

prisoners  were  at  Garoowa's  house  at  the  pounding  of  the  powder ;  I  did  not  see  the  4th  and 

5th  prisoners  at  the  place  where  the  powcier  was  pounded.    Nothing  took  place  the  third  time 

I  saw  the  1st  prisoner  at  Garoowa's  house ;  and  the  fourth  time  was  wheu  he  proceeded  to 

Nuwera  Ellia. 

By  Jury, — Tlie  homage  at  the  threshing  place  began  about  midnight,  and  ended  a  little 
before  night-fall ;  and  that  night  the  1st  prisoner  and  others  passed  in  the  jungle. 

Pallegame  Gang  Etteralle. — I  live  at  Arookwatte.  I  have  seen  the  Ist  prisoner  at  Gra- 
roowa's  house.  1  went  to  desire  Garoowa  to  reap  corn  in  May  last,  and  saw  him  there ;  no 
one  else  but  Garoowa  was  present.  The  next  time  I  saw  him  was  at  my  house ;  I  did  not  see 
any  one  come  to  visit  him  at  my  house ;  I  do  not  know  where  he  went  when  he  left  my  house. 
I  was  at  Panella  about  15  days  aflter  the  1st  prisoner  was  at  my  house;  I  went  through  fear, 
because  men  to  join  in  the  rebellion;  about  10  persons  went  from  the  village;  they  were 
collected  by  several  persons.  Bullets  were  forced  into  my  hands  ;  Garoowa  forced  them  into 
my  hands  at  Garoowa's  house ;  nobody  was  then  present  but  Garoowa ;  I  was  taken  by 
force  to  Garoowa's  house  by  the  jaggery  man  :  he  put  the  bullets  on  my  shoulder.  I  went  to 
Panella :  10  persons  were  with  me  ;  they  were  men  of  our  village ;  I  do  not  know  who  they 
were.  On  the  day  I  was  taken  to  Panella  the  king  came  to  our  village.  By  the  king,  I  mean 
the  1st  prisoner.  He  went  to  Panella  the  same  night;  he  went  with  us  to  Panella;  there 
was  about  50  persons  at  Panella  when  I  was  there.  We  did  nothing  at  Panella ;  we  declined, 
and  came  back;  we  were  afraid,  and  said  we  would  not  join  in  a  rebellious  troop,  and  one  by 
one  we  deserted.  The  arms  belonging  to  the  Temple  were  fixed  upon  poles  and  carried. 
The  10th  prisoner  remained  with  the  1st  prisoner.  We  were  laid  hold  of  and  collected  toge- 
ther by  force ;  the  persons  attending  the  1st  prisoner  had  swords. 

By  Mr,  Wilmot, — I  know  Andrewewe  Korale.  He  spoke  to  me;  he  brought  me  to 
Nuwera  ElUa,  and  what  bespoke  he  said  there.  I  never  heard  the  Korale  threaten  that  the 
Rhodias  would         the  village. 

By  the  Court, — I  brought  back  the  bullets  to  Garoowa's  house,  and  gave  them  to  him. 
We  said  to  the  1st  prisoner  we  would  not  join  in  a  rebellious  troop ;  he  said  nothing,  but  went 
away.     I  knew  by  the  weight  it  was  bullets  in  the  bag  placed  on  my  shoulder.  , 

By  Jury* — No  one  but  Garoowa  was  present  when  he  gave  me  the  bag  of  bullets  in 
charge. 

PahaviOe  KeeraUe, — I  live  at  Passela  Kanda,  about  a  mile  from  Arookwatte.  I  know  the 
1st  prisoner ;  he  is  the  king ;  1  saw  him  at  the  threshing-floor.  Panella  is  12  miles  from  my 
house;  1  was  there  some  time  ago  with  a  company  of  rebels,  while  1  was  pressed ;  the  king 
pressed  me  at  Tassila  Kanda ;  there  were  about  200  persons  present.  I  carried  a  piece  of 
stick,  nothing  else ;  it  was  a  white  long  stick,  with  a  weapon  blade  fixed  to  the  top.  Others 
carried  the  same  kind  of  weapons.  The  1st  prisoner  called  the  people  to  go  and  make  war 
against  the  Government.  When  we  came  to  Sanella  we  did  not  make  war.  I  do  not  know 
why.  All  the  people  halted,  and  were  put  in  confinement  in  a  house,  at  Sanella.  I  gave 
Punchy  gunpowder,  which  I  had  got  from  the  1st  prisoner;  he  forced  me  to  take  it;  he  had 
a  weapon  in  his  hand — a  weapon  which  had  a  painted  handle  and  a  brass  blade.  The  powder 
was  in  a  chatty,  and  the  chatty  in  a  red  cloth.  1  knew  it  was  a  chatty  by  the  feel.  I  deserted 
because  all  the  others  deserted.  I  gave  the  powder  to  Punchy  before  I  deserted.  There  were 
many  people  with  the  1st  prisoner ;  the  10th  and  12th  prisoners  were  with  the  1st  prisoner, 
attending  him. 

By  Mr.  Wilmot. — ^The  1st  prisoner  forced  me  to  carry  the  chatty,  which  was  wrapped  up  in 
cloth ;  I  never  opened  the  cloth,  and  it  was  dark  when  I  got  it;  I  cannot  say  what  the  chatty 
contained.  It  was  the  10th  aud  12th  prisoners  who  forced  me  to  take  the  chatty.  There 
were  three  persons  and  myself,  and  we  were  forced  to  go  to  Panella  by  the  10th  and  12th 
prisoners.  We  were  forced  against  our  inclination ;  we  were  three  miles  from  Panella  when 
we  were  forced. 

Mootemale  Punchy, — I  live  at  Arookwatte,  and  know  the  1st  prisoner;  he  is  the  king.  I 
went  to  Panella  some  time  ago ;  many  others  went  also ;  about  100  men  with  the  1st  prisoner. 
I  saw  Keerale  there.  The  1st  prisoner  gave  me  gunpowder  to  carry  at  Panella ;  the  1st  pri- 
soner said  it  was  gunpowder ;  I  delivered  it  to  Garoowa ;  it  was  in  a  chatty.  The  men  that 
went  to  Panella  carried  weapons  which  belonged  to  the  Dewales.  We  went  to  Panella  to  the 
rebellion;  the  1st  prisoner  pressed  me ;  he  ordered  me  to  go.  He  said,  *'  Come  along ;"  and 
I  went.  Why  can  I  alone  make  an  exception?  The  1st  prisoner  said,  "  Proceed  to  the  re- 
bellion."    When  we  got  to  Panella  nothing  was  done ;  we  returned  to  our  villages. 

By  Mr.  Wilmot, — ^The  chatty  had  nothing  on  it;  there  was  a  rag  tied  over  the  mouth  of 
the  chatty^  and  I  gave  it  to  Garoowa  in  that  state ;  I  never  looked  into  it ;  I  did  not  examine 
what  it  contained. 
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CEYLON,  By  the  Jury. — It  was  said  to  contain  gunpowder;  the  Ist  prisoner  said  so. 

""^  Koombatgamoa  Aratchy. — Koombalgamoa  is  two  miles  from  Panella,  and  the  latter  is 

twelve  miles  from  Nuwera  EUia.  I  know  the  1st  prisoner;  I  saw  him  at  Panella  in  June 
last,  the  night  previous  to  Major  Rogers  being  at  Walpenny,  about  eight  o*olock.  I  was  at 
Koombalgamoa,  and  a  man  came  and  called  me;  this  was  the  10th  prisoner.  He  said, 
'*  Come  along."  He  was  with  several  others.  I  went  accordingly,  after  he  had  threatened 
me.  *'  If  you  don't  come,"  he  said  •'  come  along,  or  I  will  shoot  you  or  bind  you."  We 
went  to  Panella,  and  there  I  saw  the  1st  prisoner  sitting  on  a  stone  with  a  white  cloth  upon 
it.  There  was  a  multitude  of  people  with  him.  He  said,  ''  I  wish  to  know  if  you  are  faithful; 
and  if  you  are  faithful,  give  me  men,  and  you  will  get  a  hiffh  oflfice.*'  I  said,  '^  I  could  not; 
I  hold  office  under  Government."  We  were  afraid.  I  did  not  know  what  his  object  was  in 
asking  for  men,  and  for  men  to  go  to  Nuwera  EUia.  He  said,  *'  Give  me  the  men  to  proceed 
to  Nuwera  Ellia."  He  said  it  was  to  go  to  Nuwera  Ellia  for  war.  I  refused  to  give  him 
men.  He  asked,  '*  Why  would  you  not  agree?"  and  I  said  I  had  a  family  to  provide  for, 
and  was  afraid  of  the  Government.  He  then  said,  *•  Will  you  then  be  king  ?''  On  whidi  I 
got  afraid,  and  went  away.  I  saw  weapons — Dewale  weapons — offerings  made  to  the 
temples ;  they  are  weapons  made  for  such  offerings  to  the  temples. 

By  Mr,  fVilmot, — ITie  whole  multitude  ran.  I  heard  the  people  say,  "  The  Aratchies  are 
gone;  they  will  take  us."  On  which  the  whole  multitude  ran  off.  I  was  not  subpoenaed  as  a 
witness,  and  last  night  I  told  him  so ;  I  went  voluntarily  to  him  and  said  so.  I  was  once  in 
gaol  for  about  six  months.  My  wife  is  dead.  I  was  charged  with  murder — the  murder  of 
my  wife,  and  was  imprisoned  for  six  months  on  that.  In  June  I  was  appointed  Aratchy  on 
the  recommendation  of  Adrewewe  Korale  and  the  Dissave. 

By  Mr.  Selby. — I  was  tried  and  found  "  Not  guilty  "  of  the  charge  of  murder.  I  was 
examined  by  Major  Rogers  on  the  day  after  the  affair  at  Panella.  It  was  in  June  I  went  to 
Panella,  and  I  was  appointed  an  Aratchy  in  June  last  year ;  I  was  an  Aratchy  when  the 
affair  at  Panella  was. 

[Adjourned.] 

Friday,  8th  September. 

Megedere  Vtdahn. — 1  live  at  Pussila  Kanda.  I  know  the  1st  prisoner;  he  is  the  king.  I 
have  seen  him  three  or  four  times.  He  came  to  our  house  and  took  meals  there.  This  was 
the  first  time  I  saw  him.  The  last  time  was  at  the  Vidahn  at  Pallagama,  and  at  the  house  of 
Garoowa.  I  recollect  a  disturbance  at  Panella  last  year.  A  mob  came  from  the  direction 
of  Arookwalte  and  laid  hold  of  me  and  my  father,  10  hours  after  daylight.  The  10th  and  12th 
prisoners,  and  others,  came  to  our  house  at  that  time,  and  seized  us,  my  father  and  myself,  and 
took  us  to  join  the  mob.  They  took  us  to  the  rivulet,  where  there  were  about  60  persons 
assembled,  amon^  whom  was  tne  1st  prisoner.  The  people  had  sharp  bladed  instrunEWUts^ 
guns,  swords,  and  other  things.  From  thence  we  were  taken  to  Pallegamme,  and  thence  to  the 
house  of  the  1 1th  prisoner,  where  we  halted :  numbers  had  joined  us  in  the  way.  At  the  house 
of  the  11th  prisoner  arms  were  distributed  to  the  men,  and  the  llth  prisoner  said,  ''These  are 
all  the  men  under  the  Aratchyship,  except  four  who  are  not  here."  He  further  said,  *'  I  shall 
send  up  the  four,  and  your  majesty  may  proceed  to  Panella."  This  he  said  to  the  1st  prisoner, 
and  we  all  proceeded  to  Panella.  I  carried  nothincf,  but  I  had  two  guns  which  were  given  to 
other  men.  These  two  guns  were  taken  from  my  house.  When  we  arrived  at  Panella,  there 
were  about  60  persons  about  the  1st  prisoner,  and  about  10  or  15  persons  were  pressed  on  the 
way.  When  we  were  at  Panella,  we  were  put  into  an  enclosure,  and  the  10th  prisoner  went  off 
with  others,  but  returned  in  a  short  time  with  Koombalgamoa  Aratchy,  and  about  30  men 
from  that  part.  Two  other  Aratchies  also  came  to  that  place.  The  king  at  this  time,  I  mean 
the  1st  prisoner,  was  seated,  and  he  told  us  to  stand  round  his  person.  We  formed  ourselves 
into  a  circle,  and  the  Koombalgamoa  Aratchy  and  the  30  men  paid  the  1st  prisoner  homage. 
The  1st  prisoner  said,  "Are  these  all  your  men  ?"  and  the  Aratchy  answered,  "There  were 
more  in  the  village."  The  Ist  prisoner  then  said,  "  Can  you  give  me  these  men  to  proceed  to 
Nuwera  Ellia?"  The  Aratchy  then  said,  *'  I  am  a  servant  of  Government,  and  cannot  collect 
men  for  you.  I  shall  go  and  inform  the  Court  to-morrow  morning."  The  Aratchy  and  another 
Ararchy,  on  this,  set  off,  and  when  they  were  away>  the  1st  prisoner  struck  and  kicked  the  other 
Aratchy.  The  30  men  deserted  along  with  Koombalgamoa  Aratchy,  and  when  we  saw  the 
beating  I  and  others  ran  away.  I  took  the  guns  with  me.  The  arms  were  all  put  down  at 
Panella,  and  it  was  on  this  occasion  I  took  up  my  guns.  The  Ist  prisoner  said  that  the  object 
of  my  going  to  Nuwera  Ellia  was  to  make  war.  He  said  so  to  us  all  at  Panella,  about  the 
time  the  Aratchies  refused  to  join. 

By  Mr.  Wilmot, — I  live  a  mile  from  Arook watte.  I  know  the  Korale  there.  I  recollect 
of  his  interfering  about  a  bullock ;  my  father  went  and  informed  him,  and  the  Korale  said, 
"You  had  better  go  to  law  and  sue  for  your  damage."  The  llth  prisoner  was  referred  to, 
and  he  reported  against  us ;  on  which  we  appealed  to  the  Koralle,  not  being  satisfied  with  his 
decision,  and  the  Koralle  desired  us  to  go  to  law  on  the  subject  I  hold  an  interim  or  acting 
appointment  for  the  prisoners  under  the  Koralle.  I  don't  care  about  being  appointed  perma- 
nently, but  I  would  not  refuse  the  appointment.  I  was  pressed  into  the  service  about  10  hourd 
after  daylight.  I  was  then  sitting  at  home  doing  nothing,  having  just  returned  from  field-work. 
The  10th  and  12th  prisoners,  and  others,  came  to  me  at  this  time.  I  did  not  then  know  the 
10th  and  12th  prisoners,  but  some  of  the  others.  The  10th  and  12th  prisoners  spoke  to  me, 
and  said,  '*  We  shall  cut  you  down  if  you  don't  come,"  and  aimed  a  blow  at  my  breast.  *'  You 
went  and  gave  notice  to  Andrewewe  Koralle,  for  which  we  will  cut  you  or  hang  you  to-day.'* 
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The  prisoners  said  this  to  me  and  to  my  father,  who  was  also  in  tne  aouse  at  the  time,  and  CEYLON. 

thereupon  both  of  us  were  forced  to  join  and  follow  them.     My  father  gave  ftformation  to  " 

Andrewewe  Koralle  ;  I  sent  my  father  to  do  so.     And  to  the  10th  and  12th  prisoners  I  said, 

'^  for  my  folly  you  may  do  as  you  please."     Did  the  10th  and  12th  prisoners  take  you  away 

after  this  ? — They  did.     We  got  to  Panella  three  hours  before  dark.     The  distance  is  three 

miles  from  my  house.     It  was  10  hours  after  daylight  when  we  started  ;  I  think  it  was  before 

meridian,  the  sun  had  not  come  to  the  meridian.     We  halted  at  Palagame  a  long  time,  and  at 

Garrowa*s  house  we  halted  also,  and  there  was  a  shower  of  rain  which  detained  us  too.     We  at 

length  arrived  at  Panella.     I  had  got  nothing  to  eat  that  day.     I  did  not  ask  anything^  but  in 

the  enclosure  at  Panella  I  got  some  rice  from  Garrowa.     The  most  disobedient  were  put  in  the 

enclosure.     My  father,  Punchyralle  Vidabii,  was  some  time  in  the  enclosure,  but  he  went  and 

warmed  himself  in  the  Pansela ;  so  did  others,  but  I  did  not.    I  and  some  others  were  guarded, 

and  could  not  get  to  the  fire. 

By  Court. — ^The  distance  between  Arookwatte  and  Panella  was  about  four  miles.  I  took 
one  gun,  and  my  father  took  the  other.  We  were  told  to  take  our  arms  at  Panella,  and  we  did 
so.  I  did  not  know  who  carried  our  guns ;  I  think  my  father  carried  one  to  Panella,  and 
Punchy  carried  the  other.  1  know  my  guns;  they  were  posted  up  at  the  enclosure  at 
Panella. 

By  Jury. — ^When  we  went  oflF  at  Panella,  it  was  immediately  after  Koombalgamoa  Aratchy 
went.  The  cock  crew  when  we  reached  home.  There  was  a  small  place  like  a  preaching  hall 
where  the  1st  prisoner  eat  his  meals  at  Panella.  When  word  was  sent  to  Andrewewe  Koralle, 
it  was  many  days  before  I  was  forced  as  already  stated.  It  was  in  the  month  of  May  I  sent 
word,  after  I  saw  the  pretended  king.  On  that  occasion  the  king  said  he  was  going  through 
the  villages;  he  did  not  say  for  what,  but  it  was  to  create  a  rebellion,  and  I  sent  word  then. 
He  asked  me  to  join.  He  said  that  all  the  head  men  of  the  seven  countries  were  agreed,  and 
asked  us  to  join,  and  I  said,  "  If  so,  I  would  join ;  what  am  I  ?"  was  ray  answer. 

Panella  Aratchy. — I  was  at  Panella  in  June  last.  I  did  not  go,  but  I  was  led  thereby  men 
from  the  mob.  The  12th  prisoner  led  me  by  the  hand  to  join.  They  took  us  to  Panella, 
where  1  saw  a  large  mob  with  the  king,  I  mean  the  1st  prisoner.  The  1st  prisoner  said,  *' All 
the  provinces  are  agreed  to  this ;  give  me  to-day  the  men  and  fire-arms,  that  I  may  proceed 
to  other  villages.*'.  I  said,  "I  can  do  no  such  ttiiiig;  I  am  in  the  employ  of  Government.  If 
the  order  emanated  from  Government,  I  could  collect  men,  but  not  in  this  way ;  and  now  that 
I  am  before  you,  you  may  bind  me  or  do  as  you  like."  I  declined  ;  it  was  a  thing  against 
Gt)vernment.  A  rebellion  was  mentioned,  and  an  expedition  to  Nuwera  Ellia.  He  said  so  to 
me.  I  said,  "  Though  you  should  kill  me,  or  bind  me,  that  thing  shall  never  be  done  by  me." 
I  was  appointed  Aratchy  in  May  last.  The  1st  prisoner  said,  "  It  is  not  right  in  you  to  refuse, 
so  I  will  send  to  Koombalgamoa  for  the  Aratchy  and  his  men ;"  and  two  or  three  hours  after- 
wards Koombalgamoa  Aratchy  and  his  men  arrived.  When  they  arrived,  he  said  to  me,  '^Now 
why  can't  you  go?"  On  which  I  and  Koombalgamoa  Aratchy  consulted,  and  then  both  of  us 
said  we  could  not  join.  We  then  went  aside,  and  the  Koombalgamoa  Aratchy  and  myself 
went  off.  I  had  brought  my  neighbours  with  me  from  my  district.  At  Panella  there  were 
about  50  people  assembled.  I  saw  there  the  10th  prisoner.  When  we  got  to  Panella  it  was 
about  five  hours  after  nightfall. 

By  Mr.  Wilmot. — It  was  tlie  12th  prisoner  who  dragged  me  by  the  arm.  He  laid  hold  of 
me  by  the  arm,  and  took  me  away.  Had  I  understood  what  their  object  was  at  that  time  I 
would  not  have  gone.     He  said,  *' There  is  a  king  arrived,  and  you  must  go  and  see  him."     I 

fot  frightened  at  this ;  I  had  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  before.  Nobody  came  with  me  to 
^anella,  no  Aratchy  I  mean,  and  when  I  got  there,  the  only  Aratchy  present  was  Banketty 
Aratchy,  and  it  was  with  him  1  consulted  when  we  declined.  I  spoke  to  Koombalgamoa 
Aratchy,  and  said,  this  is  a  thing  we  can't  do,  let  us  leave  the  place ;  and  so  we  did. 

By  Court. — When  I  said  this  to  Koombalgamoa  Aratchy,  all  his  men  were  present.  Before 
the  arrival  of  Koombalgamoa,  I  consulted  with  Banketty  Aratchy  to  the  same  effect.  The 
12th  prisoner  had  a  sword  when  he  came  to  my  house.  He  came  five  hours  after  dark  to  my 
house,  and  it  was  then  I  went  with  him.  My  house  is  near  Panella,  and  we  got  there  imme- 
diately almost. 

By  Jury. — Passila  Kandy  is  two  miles  from  my  village*  I  had  not  previously  known  that 
the  1st  prisoner  was  walking  about  the  villages,  or  known  of  him  till  I  was  told  that  day.  There 
is  a  preaching  hall  at  Panella,  where  was  a  multitude  assembled  with  the  king,  or  1st  prisoner,, 
sitting  on  a  stone  which  was  covered  with  a  handkerchief.  The  king  was  by  himself'  on  the 
stone.  *'  Why  did  you  not  apprehend  him  and  his  followers  ?" — I  was  afraid,  as  they  were 
armed.  There  were  people  from  my  district.  I  do  not  know  how  many ;  about  eight,  I  believe. 
I  and  Koombalgamoa  Aratchy  separated  at  a  field  near  Panella,  on  our  respectively  going 
homewards,  about  eight  hours  after  nightfall. 

Banketty  Aratchy. — I  am  not  now  in  office,  but  was  formerly  Aratchy.  I  was  at  Panella  in 
June  last,  and  saw  there  some  men,  amongst  others  the  1st,  lOth,  and  12th  prisoners.  I  was 
pressed  to  go  there.  I  saw  the  Koombalgamoa  Aratchy  and  Panella  Aratchy.  There  was 
rice  eating  at  Panella.  There  were  about  20  or  25  persons  assembled ;  all  amounted  to  20  or 
25  persons.  From  Koombalgamoa  10  or  15  came,  from  Panella  6  or  7 ;  and  from  Arookwatte 
I  cannot  say  how  many,  as  it  was  night;  I  had  no  opportunity  of  counting  them.  All  the 
men  were  in  one  crowd  in  the  preaching  hall  at  Panella,  a  large  assembly  ;  there  were  more 
tha  30  altogether,  37  or  more.  I  cannot  say  whether  there  were  more  than  100  parsons; 
some  ran  away  into  the  jungle  on  account  of  the  noise,  and  1  was  afraid  myself;  I  was  afraid. 
There  was  no  law  on  the  spot ;  from  whom,  then,  could  we  get  satisfaction,  if  we  had  attempted 
to  seize  the  king  and  his  men?     The  10th  and  12th  prisoners  scolded  us.     I  said,  *^  For  what 
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CEYLON.  purpose  do  you  want  men  ?    The  Agent  and  Dessave  are  at  Nuwera  Ellia.'*     I  said  this  :  "  For 

—""  what  purpose  €o  you  collect  noen?     The  Korale,  the  Agent,  and  the  Dessave,  are  at  Nuwera 

EUia.  Why  do  you  this  ?"  He  answered,  "  To  go  to  Nuwera  Ellia  for  war."  1  do  not  know 
what  the  Dessave  and  Koralle  were  doing  at  Nuwera  EUia. 

By  Jury. — I  got  to  Panella  about  five  hours  after  dark.  It  was  one  hour  after  when  Panella 
Aratchy  came,  and  some  time  after  that  Koombalgamoa  Aratchy  came.  The  people  passed. 
This  mob  passed  my  house  on  their  way  to  Panella,  about  five  hours  after  dark,  and  it  was  on 
their  way  the  people  pressed  me  to  join.  Thejrpressed  me  before  my  coming  to  Panella.  I 
found  nobody  at  ranella  on  my  arrival  there.  Txie  10th  prisoner  forced  me.  It  was  seven  or 
eight  hours  after  dark  that  rice  was  prepared.  The  party  had  taken  the  meal  before  the 
Aratchies  arrived.  The  1st  prisoner  and  his  partv  were  inside  the  house,  and  I  was  outside. 
It  was  10  or  12  hours  aller  nightfall  when  I  left  the  place.  It  was  proposed  to  us  to  go,  on 
which  I  and  the  other  Aratchies  consulted,  and  came  off.  We  came  oflT  one  by  one,  and  sqpa* 
rated  each  to  his  house  ;  we  separated  at  Panella.  Koombalgamoa  Aratchy  and  his  men  went 
first,  and  myself  and  the  other  Aratchy  afterwards.  We  all  went  off  at  once.  We  waited  till 
the  rebels  went  away,  and  then  left  the  place  together.  I  afterwards  went  back  to  the  rebels 
for  a  gun  which  was  taken  from  my  boy,  and  on  my  going  up  to  them  for  my  gun  they  beat 
me.     The  gun  was  taken  by  the  1st  prisoner  by  force,  and  carried  off.     This  is  the  gun. 

Rasmiyolle  Ookoorale  Aratchy. — I  am  Aratchy,  one  mile  from  TippogoUe.  The  6th 
prisoner  lives  there;  he  is  my  brother-in-law.  I  know  the  1st  prisoner,  and  saw  him  at 
TippogoUe  in  June  last  at  the  house  of  the  6th  prisoner;  it  was  on  the  5th  June,  or  there- 
abouts, about  eight  or  nine  in  the  evening.  I  was  sent  for  by  the  Ist  prisoner,  and  when  I 
got  there  I  saw  the  1st  prisoner  in  the  middle  of  the  house  on  a  chair.  I  saw  nothing 
particular  about  the  room  in  which-  he  was.  The  7th  prisoner  ws^  present,  but  the  6th 
prisoner  was  not  there  when  I  arrived.  I  think  there  was  a  cloth  on  the  chair  where  the  1st 
prisoner  was  sitting.  When  I  got  into  the  room,  the  7th  prisoner  said,  "This  is  the  king;  pay 
homage;"  on  which  I  put  myself  into  a  kneeling  posture,  and  made  obeisance  to  the  Ist 
prisoner.  I  fell  upon  my  knees  as  soon  as  I  was  desired  to  pay  homage.  The  Ist  prisoner 
asked  the  7th  who  I  was,  and  he  answered,  giving  my  name.  The  1st  prisoner  then  said, 
*'  Is  this  the  man  who  intends  to  betray  me?"  On  which  I  said  *'  No,  I  am  not  such  a  traitor, 
I  shall  be  faithful."  The  1st  prisoner  then  proceeded  to  the  madoowa,  where  he  seated 
himself,  and  many  persons  came  to  him,  and  paid  him  homage  there.  The  chair  was 
removed  to  the  madoowa  for  the  1st  prisoner  to  seat  himself  on.  There  were  more  than  20 
people  come,  and  among  them  the  6th  prisoner.  They  prostrated  on  their  knees  as  I  did 
to  the  1st  prisoner,  who  had  a  cloth  over  his  head-dress,  and  a  flower  shawl  on  his  shoulders. 
After  the  men  paid  homage,  the  1st  prisoner  said,  "Let  us  go  and  lay  hold  of  Andrewewe 
Koralle."  I  assented,  and  said,  "Let  us  go,  but  what  shall  we  do  with  him ?"  Then  Ist 
prisoner  replied,  ''If  he  agrees  he  will  go  with  us,  and  if  not  we  will  take  him  by  force.**  He 
said,  '*  We  must  go  to  N.  Ellia.  I  have  50  men  from  such  a  place  (naming  it),  and  50 
men  from  another.  We  will  lay  hold  of"  Andrewewe  Koralle  to-night,  and  then  go  to  N. 
Ellia."  I  said.  "What  shall  we  do  at  N.  Ellia?"  The  1st  prisoner  said,  "We  have 
swords,  and  when  we  get  to  N.  EUia  we  shall  have  as  many  arms  more  as  we  wish."  I 
said,  "Can  the  Walepenny  people  alone  make  war,  though  you  have  all  this ?"  He  said, 
"  The  people  of  all  the  provinces  had  been  consulted,  and  were  agreed  with  him;  and  I  have 
spoken  to  all  the  Malay  soldiers  at  all  the  places,  and  they  were  agreed  also."  I  said, 
"  Andrewewe  Koralle  has  no  guards,  and  when  you  get  him  send  a  writing  to  me,  and  1  will 
come  with  men  wherever  you  appoint."  The  1st  prisoner  said,  "  You  have  counselled  well, 
and  when  I  have  taken  the  Koralle  I  will  write  to  you,  and  do  you  then  send  men."  He 
also  said  he  had  sent  men  to  guard  the  passages  on  the  way  to  N.  Ellia.  This  was  all  our 
conversation,  and  I  then  went  home  and  made  a  report  that  same  night  to  the  Government 
agent  at  N.  Ellia.  I  took  the  report,  and  proceeded  with  it  to  a  person  to  whom  I  promised 
money  to  carry  it  direct  to  Captain  Kelson  at  N.  EUia.  I  then  proceeded  home,  and  loaded 
two  guns,  in  order  to  show  the  Ist  prisoner  if  he  came  to  my  house  that  I  was  ready  to  join 
him.  I  afterwards  heard  the  Korsdle  was  not  apprehended,  and  the  following  day  I  set  off  to 
N.  Ellia  myself,  with  other  persons.  The  1st  prisoner  also  said,  "  When  we  get  N.  EilUa  and 
BaduUa  I  will  make  you  dessave.  I  have  other  friends  who  will  be  ready  against  the  same 
day." 

By  Mr.  Wilmol, — ^I  did  not  wish  to  be  dessave  of  the  provinces.  He  made  the  offer  of 
Wallepanne  as  my  dessavony.  He  said,  "  If  I  should  comply,  he  would  give  me  a  dessavony 
on  his  return  from  N.  Ellia  to  BaduUa."  He  did  not  mention  any  place  by  nan&e  as  the 
place  of  which  I  should  be  dessave.  The  6th  prisoner  said,  "  I  would  do  weU  to  noiention 
this  to  Government.*'  The  6th  prisoner  said  so  to  me.  He  did  not  desire  us  to  apprehend 
the  1st  prisoner.  I  did  not  expect  that  the  1st  prisoner  would  get  a  kingdom.  He  looked 
much  as  he  does  now.  I  did  not  think  he  was  a  king.  The  moment  I  arrived  I  was  desired 
to  pay  homage,  and  I  did  so,  as  the  Ist  prisoner  was  well  dressed  and  caUed  a  king.  I  never 
saw  a  Kandyan  king.  I  know  what  a  Cawilla  dance  is ;  it  was  not  such  at  the  madoowa.  I 
dare  say  there  was  a  priest  present  I  cannot  say  "  no  "  upon  my  oath.  It  is  usual  to  fit  up 
a  banna  preaching  place  as  the  madoowa  was  on  this  occasion.  The  10th  prisoner  is  a  priest. 
He  was  present  on  the  occasion.  About  30  days  previous  to  this  occurrence  I  had  mentioned 
to  Captain  Kelson  that  a  rumour  was  of  a  king,  or  person  in  that  character,  going  about  the 
vUlages,  and  after  the  occurrence  I  mention^  what  I  had  seen  in  my  report  to  Captain 
Kelson. 

By  Mr.  Selby. — The  10th  prisoner  was  in  robes  on  the  occasion  of  the  affair  at  the 
madoowa.     I  heard  no  banna  preaching  at  that  time,  but  the  1st  prisoner  seated  as  king. 
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The  6th  prisoner  said  to  me  to  mention  to  Government  that  a  person  was  gbing  about  as  CKYI/)N. 

king. 

By  Court. — The  6th  prisoner  said  so  after  I  paid  homage.  It  was  after  I  despatched  my 
report,  the  next  morning,  at  the  6th  prisoner's  house  to  which  I  returned.  I  said  "  Very  well, 
I  shall  communicate ;"  but  I  had  already  done  so.     I  did  not  tell  him  that  I  had  done  so. 

By  Jury, — ^The  affair  at  Panella  was  after  the  homage-paying  at  the  madoowa  which  I 
have  mentioned. 

Kehelwatte  Keerale. — I  live  a  mile  from  TippogoUe,  and  went  there  to  the  house  of  the  6th 
prisoner.  I  was  asked  to  go  there  by  the  7th  prisoner.  He  came  to  me^  and  called  nie, 
saying  that  the  king  was  arrived  at  TippogoUe,  and  that  we  must  all  go  thither.  I  went 
accordingly,  with  about  20  persons,  and  arrived  at  TippogoUe  about  five  hours  after  nightfaU. 
When  I  got  there  I  saw  the  king,  I  mean  the  1st  prisoner,  on  a  chair  in  the  middle  of  the 
madoowa.  There  was  a  white  doth  on  the  chair.  The  madoowa  was  decorated  with  white 
cloth.  I  did  nothing.  I  stood  all  the  time  I  was  there.  I  did  not  salute  any  one 
there.  I  did  not  salute  the  1st  prisoner.  I  was  desired  by  the  last  witness  to  get  lights  and 
shoy  the  way  to  Andrewewe  Koralle.  I  did  so,  and  showed  the  1st  prisoner  the  way.  The 
last  witness  and  the  6th  and  7th  prisoners  were  at  the  madoowa  when  I  went  there.  I  saw  no 
banna  preaching  that  night  at  the  madoowa,  nor  did  I  see  any  priest  there.  We  went  towards 
Andrewewe  KoraUe's  house,  and,  when  there,  the  Koralle*s  wife  placed  a  cloth  on  a  stone  for 
the  Ist  prisoner  ;  betel  was  also  presented  to  the  1st  prisoner ;  and  wlieu  they  were  beginning 
to  prepare  rice  I  and  some  others  were  sent  away.  I  came  away  accordingly.  The  KoraUe's 
wife  was  present  I  did  not  see  the  Koralle  himself  in  the  house.  I  was  desired  to  go  away 
by  the  1st  prisoner.  He  said,  '^  You  had  better  return  home ;  I  have  something  to  say  to  the 
Koralle  and  will  remain." 

Ehoatte  Hamy, — I  live  at  Ambangwelle,  and  know  the  last  witness,  who  also  lives  there. 
I  went  with  him  to  TippogoUe  six  hours  after  uightfaU.  I  went  up  at  the  call  of  the  7th 
prisoner,  who  said  tluit  the  king  was  there,  and  that  we  must  go.  The  7th  prisoner  went 
away,  desiring  us  to  follow.  We  went  to  the  house  of  the  6th  prisoner,  and  found  the  6th  and 
7th  prisoners  there  when  I  got  there.  I  saw  people  assembled,  and  the  Ist  prisoner  was 
pointed  out  by  the  witness  before  the  last,  saying,  ''This  is  the  king.*'  He  was  seated  on  a 
chair  in  the  madoowa.  The  madoowa  was  decorated  with  white  cloth,  ceiling,  and  curtains. 
The  same  person  desired  me  to  pay  homage,  and  the  1st  prisoner  said,  "  There  is  no  use  in 
paying  homage,  will  you  do  as  I  desire  you  ?  I  am  to  get  the  Kingdom  of  Ceylon,  will  you 
join  yourself  to  me?"  We  all  said,  •*  We  enjoy  our  liberties  very  well,  and  cannot  agree  to 
this.*'     The  1st  prisoner  was  sitting  in  the  chair  at  the  madoowa  when  this  conversation  took 

?lace.  There  were  about  50  persons  present  at  the  time.  Nothing  further  was  said,  but  the 
St  prisoner  asked  for  men  to  guide  him  to  Andrewewe  KoraUe's  house.  The  RasmigoUe 
Aratchy  desired  three  of  us  to  go  and  light  the  1st  prisoner  to  the  KoraUe's  house.  I  heard 
no  bauna  preaching  at  the  madoowa  on  this  occasion.  I  saw  the  10th  prisoner  there ;  he  had 
robes  on  ;  tney  were  white  robes;  what  else  can  I  call  them. 

By  Mr.  fVilmot. — ^The  madoowa  was  prepared  as  for  a  banna  preaching.  I  live  a  mile 
distant  from  the  madoowa.  I  went  to  Andrewewe  KoraUe's  along  with  the  1st  prisoner.  I 
went  to  show  the  king  thither.  The  Koralle  was  not  at  home;  his  uife  was.  She  spread  a 
cloth  on  a  stone  near  the  door  for  the  1st  prisoner  to  sit  on,  and  made  preparations  to  boil 
rice ;  and  whUe  rice  was  preparing  we  were  desired  to  go  by  the  1st  prisoner,  saying  he  would 
remain  to  see  the  Koralle.     I  never  went  to  Andrewewe  KoraUe's  house  afterwards. 

By  Jury. — I  left  the  house  of  the  6th  prisoner  about  20  hours  after  nightfall.  It  was 
eight  mUes  to  the  KoraUe's.  RasmigoUe  Aratchy  was  there  till  we  set  off  to  the  KoraUe's, 
and  went  with  us  part  of  the  way  to  the  KoraUe's.  Had  we  been  desired  to  seize  the  1st 
prisoner,  we  could  have  done  so,  but  nothing  of  the  kind  was  done. 

Wellecoombera  Bamalahamy. — I  was  at  the  house  of  the  6th  prisoner,  with  the  two  last  wit- 
nesses. The  7th  prisoner  called  us  saying,  *'  The  king  is  arrived ;  come  alonff."  He  said 
nothing  else.  I  was  examined  as  a  witness  at  N.  Ellia,  and  stated  the  truth  there.  I  said 
there  that  the  7th  prisoner  said  he  was  sent  by  some  one;  yes,  he  said,  he  was  sent  by  Has- 
migoUe  Aratchy.  The  6th  and  7th  prisoners  were  both  present  when  we  were  desired  to  come 
to  see  the  Ist  prisoner.  The  7th  prisoner  said  because  the  6th  prisoner  and  RasmigoUe 
Aratchy  had  sent  him.  The  madoowa  at  TippogoUe  was  decorated,  and  a  man  called  "  the 
king  "  was  seated  on  a  chair.  RasmigoUe  Aratchy  said  when  we  arrived,  "  This  is  the  king," 
and  he  desired  us  to  pay  homage.  I  did  not  pay  homage  or  any  of  the  men  with  us.  *'  Did 
you  say  in  the  District  Court  that  you  and  the  other  people  prostrated  before  the  king  ?"  I 
said  *'  others  did,**  but  it  was  aU  over  before  I  came.  "  Did  you  say  in  the  District  Court  that  you 
did  pay  homage  ?*'  I  did ;  I  said  so  through  fear,  being  frightened  by  the  agent  at  Nuwara 
Ellia  in  the  Court.  He  asked  me  if  I  paid  homage,  and  I  said  "  No,"  on  which  he  scolded,  and 
I  immediately  said  "Yes.*'  I  was  examined  by  Major  Rogers;  he  did  not  frighten  me.  I 
said  as  I  said  here,  that  I  went  to  TippogoUe  and  saw  the  king.  '^  Did  you  say  to  him  that 
you  prostrated  ?"  No,  I  did  not ;  it  was  through  fear  I  said  at  the  Nuwara  EUia  Court  I  had 
prostrated. 

By  Jury. — ^What  were  the  words  the  agent  uttered  at  the  Nuwera  EUia  Court?  I  do  not 
know.  The  modliar  explained  to  me,  t^t  he  said  "  Don't  tell  lies,  but  tell  the  truth."  It 
was  just  when  I  said,  *'  No,"  that  the  agei^  scolded,  and  the  modliar  said,  "  You  are  desired  to 
tell  the  truth,  and  not  to  say  so.*'  The  words  used  mean  the  same  thing.  He  said,  "You  are 
desired  to  tell  the  truth,  and  not  to  teU  such  lies."  This  was  said  but  once.  Nothing  else  was 
said  which  frightened  me. 

[Adjourned.] 
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Saturday,  9th  September. 

Andres  de  Soysa  Appoohamy.-^l  am  tutor  to  Andrewewe  Koralle's  son.  I  am  a  low 
countryman,  and  live  in  the  Koralle's  premises.  The  boy  is  about  12  or  13  years  of  age. 
I  went  one  night  to  the  Koralle*s  house,  having  heard  a  noise  there.  I  heard  his  wife  cry  oot, 
**  There  were  some  thieves  or  enemies  in  the  house."  This  was  about  8  or  9  in  the  evening. 
When  1  got  to  the  house, 'I  found  the  Koralle's  wife  in  the  street  in  front  of  the  house,  and  six 
other  men  were  there ;  none  but  these  six  persons  were  there  at  that  time.  I  remained  in  the 
house  till  morning,  because  the  Koralle's  wife  said,  "  The  master  is  not  at  home,  he  went  off, 
a  hostile  mob  having  come  to  take  him  away ;  do  you  remain  to  take  care  of  the  property." 
So  I  remained,  and  about  two  hours  before  daylight  a  number  of  men  came  to  the  house,  aad 
spoke,  calling  out,  *'  Mohattale^  Mohattale  !"  on  which  I  went  out  to  the  end  of  the  pila,  when 
I  was  called  by  some  people,  and  went  to  them.  A  priest  was  among  them,  so  I  saluted  him« 
and  one  of  the  company  said,  "There  stands  the  king,  pay  homage  ;"  on  which  I  looked  and 
saw  a  person  seated  on  a  stone,  and  I  saluted  him  accordingly :  I  did  not  kneel  to  him.  The 
king  was  dressed  and  seated.  The  1st  prisoner  is  the  person  I  mean  by  "  king,"  andthe 
1 0th  prisoner  is  the  priest.  I  was  addressed  in  Malabar,  which  was  interpreted  "  the  king 
wishes  to  know  where  Andrewewe  Koralle  is  .^"  The  I2th  prisoner  is  the  person  who  inter- 
preted between  the  1st  prisoner  and  myself  in  the  above  words.  I  answered,  *'The  Koralle  fe 
not  at  home."  On  which  I  was  asked,  "Who  then  reads  the  Banna?"  I  said  it  was  1 
myself,  the  Koralle  is  not  at  home.  The  king  then  said,  *'  You  low  countrymen  can  deceive. 
I  will  do  the  Koralle  no  harm ;  send  for  him  wherever  he  is.  I  have  letters  agauist  the 
Koralle,  but  I  do  not  believe  them,  and  must  have  a  personal  conference  with  him ;  by  any 
means  bring  him  to  me,  I  will  give  him  any  office  he  wishes,  and  to  you  also  I  will  give  a 
suitable  return  for  your  services."  I  replied  "  1  was  in  the  upper  house,  and  came  on  hearing 
a  noise ;  the  Koralle  was  not  in  the  house  when  I  came  here ;  he  is  not  at  home."  While  thus 
engaged  in  conversation,  the  Koralle's  wife  called  out  to  me,  and  I  asked  the  1st  prisoner's 
leave  to  go  to  her;  but  the  1st  prisoner  said,  I  must  answer  her  from  the  place  where  I  was. 
Upon  which  I  did  so,  and  she  came  with  one  of  her  daughters,  and  afterwards  the  Koralle's 
wife  advanced,  and  paid  homage,  the  priest  having  previouslj^  said,  "  Be  not  afraid,  but  come 
and  pay  homajje  to  the  king."  She  paid  homage  in  a  kneeling  posture.  The  form  of  homage 
was  not  presented  to  her  in  any  way.  The  1st  prisoner  asked,  *'  Where  is  the  Koralle?"  and 
she  answered  that  he  was  not  at  home;  a  mob  came  last  night,  and  wanted  to  take  him: 
whether  he  is  dead  or  alive  I  don't  know;  whether  he  is  put  to  death  by  the  rebellious  troop 
or  not.  The  1st  prisoner  said, ''  We  did  not  come  in  last  night  for  fear  of  injury  to  the  chil- 
dren. You  are  making  a  great  mountain  of  this  little  man ;  we  shall  do  him  no  harm,  so  bring 
him  to  me.  I  shall  bestow  favours  upon  him,  so  bring  him  to  me  wherever  he  is  to  be  found." 
She  then  went  and  called  out,  "  Koralle,"  and  returned,  saying,  *'  He  is  not  at  home."  The 
1st  prisoner  then  said,  "  He  must  be  gone  to  Nuwera  Ellia :  though  he  has  done  30,  use  him 
well ;  give  him  food  on  his  return,  and  send  him  to  me  at  a  place  named."  The  1st  prisoner 
then  went  away  with  his  men.  I  went  in  their  company  a  short  way,  and  then  I  took  leave, 
and  came  back  alone.  But  the  12th  prisoner,  and  another  person  of  the  king's  company,  said, 
"  Provisions  must  be  provided  for  the  king."  I  gave  notice  of  this  request  to  the  Koralle's 
wife,  who  was  at  hand,  and  she  set  about  preparing  victuals  accordingly;  and  the  12th  pri- 
soner and  the  other  went  back  with  me,  and  got  betel  in  the  Koralle's  house.  The  next  time 
I  saw  Andrewewe  Koralle  was  at  Nuwera  Ellia,  some  time  afterwards,  having  accompanied 
the  Koralle's  wife  to  Nuwera  Ellia  by  an  order  as  I  understood  from  Nuwera  Ellia  for  that 
purpose. 

By  Mr.  Wilmot, — I  have  been  18  months  in  the  Kandyan  provinces,  and  about  seven  or  eight 
months  in  the  employ  of  tlie  Koralle,  being  recommended  by  the  Dessave.  I  teach  the  Sin- 
ghalese. I  am  not  paid  by  the  month,  nor  have  I  received  any  money  wages  since  I  came  to 
his  employ.  I  get  my  food  and  lodging,  and  have  been  promised  money  or  other  remune- 
ration when  the  boy  is  taught.  It  was  on  a  Monday  evening  I  went  to  the  Koralle's  house  as 
above-mentioned,  about  three  months  ago ;  but  I  do  not  know  exactly  how  long  ago.  The 
house  where  I  was  when  I  heard  the  noise  is  upwards  of  100  yards  from  the  Koralle's  house, 
and  separated  by  a  stream.  The  noise  which  I  heard  was,  "  Here,  some  thieves  are  come,  and 
attempting  to  break  our  house !"  This  was  from  the  Koralle's  wife.  There  were  other  men 
who  came  to  the  cry  as  well  as  myself.  In  the  house  there  live  three  sous  and  four  daughters ; 
the  eldest  son  is  12  or  13Tyears  old.  One  of  the  sons  was  with  me  at  the  hill-hoiise  on  the 
night  in  question.  The  2nd  son,  he  was  sleeping  on  a  mat  near  me,  and  I  got  him  up  and 
took  him  with  me  to  the  Koralle's  house ;  he  is  about  10  or  11  years  old.  I  saw  the  Koralle's 
wife  first  when  1  got  to  the  house ;  she  was  on  the  road  opposite  to  the  house  where  her  chil- 
dren were,  Kaloonayde's  house;  a  field  divides  that  house  from  th^  Koralle's,  about  half 
the  distance  between  the  Koralle's  andthe  hill-house.  The  Koralle's  wife  asked  me  where 
the  Koralle  wa^,  and  if  he  had  gone  to  the  hill-house.  Kaloonayde's  house  is  nearer  to  my 
house  than  the  Koralle's  house,  and  when  I  went  out  I  found  the  Koralle's  wife  at  Kaloo- 
nayde's, which  is  nearer  than  the  Koralle's  house.  The  children  were  there,  and  theyand  the 
Koralle's  wife  were  in  alarm.  There  were  two  men  (neighbours)  standing  with  the  Koralle's 
wife,  and  at  her  direction  they  accompanied  me  to  the  Koralle's  house,  to  take  charge  of  it. 
I  found  no  thieves  in  the  house;  but  in  the  morning  I  heard  the  cry,  ''Mohattale,  Mohattale!" 
as  already  mentioned  ;  nobody  came  from  Arookwatte  with  chools  on  that  occasion.  I  do  not 
know  of  any  victuals  prepared  for  the  1st  prisoner,  except  on  this  occasion ;  but  I  understood 
persons  did  come  with  the  kins  from  Ambaugwelle.  The  Koralle's  wife  prepared  the  meals 
for  the  1st  prisoner,  inside  the  house,  and  the  blacksmith's  woman  got  the  rice  ready  for  the 
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men  in  the  hall.     The  Ist  prisoner  was  not  within  the  hearing  of  the  12th  prisoner  and  the  other         CEYLON, 
when  victuals  were  asked  for  by  them.     Neither  the  rice  nor  the  curry  which  were  prepared  in 
the  Koralle*s  house  were  taken  to  the  1st  prisoner.     It  was  eaten  by  us  in  the  evening.     The 
men  that  returned  toget  victuals  in  the  house  ran  off  on  the  Dessave  coming  to  the  place. 

By  Mr.  Selby, — ^The  above  occurrence  took  place  four  or  five  days  before  1  was  examined 
by  the  District  Court. 

By  Court, — I  never  saw  1st  prisoner  get  victuals  in  the  house  of  the  Koralle ;  and  when 
the  i  2th  prisoner  and  the  other  asked  for  provisions,  they  said,  *'  We  must,  at  least  to-day,  have 
rice  of  the  enemy ;  therefore,  get  victuals  prepared  for  the  king.'*  The  king  was  out  of 
sight  at  this  time,  and  at  a  distance.  I  left  the  12th  prisoner  and  the  other  when  I  took  leave 
of  the  king ;  but  they  came  after  me  and  were  close  to  me  when  they  asked  for  provisions. 

By  Jury. — There  were  12  men  with  the  king  ;  I  did  not  know  any  of  them.  The  1st  pri- 
soner went  away  about  two  English  hours  after  daybreak.  Keerale  and  Elwattehamy  were 
not  there,  I  think.  I  took  no  notice  of  them  nor  of  any  of  the  other  prisoners,  except  the 
,  to  my  knowledge.  I  do  not  think  any  efforts  were  made  to  take  the  king 
and  his  party;  if  any  efforts  had  been  made  they  might  have  been  taken.  I  think  the  men 
who  were  with  me  taking  charge  of  the  Koralle's  house  would  have  heard  the  request  made  to 
me  to  pay  homage  to  the  1st  prisoner. 

Pallooffame  Ookoorale. — ^I  five  at  Walepenny,  within  call  of  Andrewewe  Koralle's  house. 
I  went  there  one  night,  about  eight  hours  after  nightfall,  being  called.  Koralle's  wife  called 
out,  **  Some  thieves  are  pelting  stones  at  this  house,  come  all  of  you  who  are  near  !"  On  this 
cry  I  went  out,  and  on  getting  to  the  Koralle's  house  I  found  men  there;  among  others  the 
last  witness.  They  were  in  the  hall  of  the  Koralle's  house;  and  that  night  I  remained  at  the 
Koralle's  house  with  the  others.  The  Koralle's  wife  said,  "  The  king  and  his  party  are 
expected  to  take  the  Koralle.  I  and  the  children  have  escaped,  so  take  charge  of  the  house." 
She  was  near  Kaloonayde's  house  when  she  said  so»  and  she  accompanied  me  to  the  house, 
but  soon  went  away,  having  first  directed  us  to  take  charge  of  the  house,  and  not  allow  it  to  be 
robbed  ;  we  led  her  round  the  field  to  Kaloonayde's  house,  and  left  her  there.  We  returned  to 
the  Koralle's,  where  we  remained  all  night.  Near  morning  some  one  asked,  *'  Who  is  in  the 
house  ?"  we  answered,  *'  We  are."  This  was  said  by  last  witness,  who  then  opened  the  door 
and  went  out.  I  followed  him,  so  did  the  others  who  were  in  the  Koralle's.  When  I  got  out 
I  saw  a  priest  and  a  number  of  men  near  the  1st  prisoner,  who  was  sitting  on  a  stone.  The 
10th  prisoner  is  the  priest,  and  he  said  that  it  was  the  king  who  was  sitting  on  the  stone.  The 
12th  prisoner  was  there  and  spoke  to  last  witness.  **  The  Koralle  and  his  family  have  escaped 
because  the  king  and  his  party  were  coming.  He  is  not  in  the  house ;  the  ladies  are  in  yonder 
house  ;  shall  1  call  them?"  This  was  said  by  last  witness  to  1st  prisoner,  who  said,  *'  Well, 
call  them ;  "  and  the  last  witness  went  a  short  distance  and  called  tneni  out  of  the  field.  The 
Koralle's  wife  and  her  children,  five  or  six  in  number,  came  to  his  call,  and  went  to  the  place 
where  the  king  was,  and  the  10th  prisoner  said  to  her,  *'  Pay  homage  without  any  fear,"  on  which 
the  Koralle's  wife  and  all  her  children  paid  homage  to  the  1st  prisoner.  I  made  obeisance 
also  at  the  same  time ;  and  afterwards  the  1st  prisoner  said,  "  The  Koralle  is  a  clever  man ;  I 
came  to  find  him  but  am  disappointed.  All  the  people  are  with  me ;  when  he  comes,  tell  him  to 
come  to  me."  The  last  witness  and  the  Koralle's  wife  said  they  would  desire  him  to  come  to 
him.  The  1st  prisoner  and  his  party  then  went  away ;  but  afterwards  the  12th  prisoner  and 
another  said,  *'  The  king  wanted  provisions,"  and  I  saw  them  in  the  house  and  victuals  pre- 
paring, when  four  men  came  from  the  Dessave's  house  to  take  the  12th  prisoner  and  the  other 
person  to  the  Dessave,  on  which  the  12th  prisoner  and  the  other  made  off,  saying,  "  You  could 
not  ;take  us  yesterday,  why  should  you  to-day  ?  "  The  Dessave's  men  pursued  them,  but  did 
not  overtake  them,  so  the  Dessave's  men  returned. 

By  Mr.  Wilmot — ^The  Koralle's  wife  cried  out,  "  Some  thieves  are  come  here,  come  three 
or  four  of  you  of  the  village,  my  house  is  within  hearing,  some  thieves  are  pelting  stones,  come 
all  you  of  this  village !"  this  was  what  she  said.  There  are  but  three  or  four  in  the  village. 
She  said,  *'  Some  Aieves  are  pelting  stones  at  the  house,  you  of  the  village  come;"  she  said, 
"  Some  thieves  are  pelting  stones,  come  you  two  or  three  of  this  village."  1  went  alone,  but  on 
my  arrival  I  found  others ;  and  at  the  madoowa  she  said  she  could  not  have  called  out  that 
rebels  were  there ;  the  men  said,  if  rebels  are  here  we  cannot  remain,  they  will  kill  us ;  on 
which  she  said,  "If  you  refuse  to  take  care  of  the  house  this  must  be  a  trick  of  yours,  my 
husband  is  awaiy  and  my  property  left,  I  will  go  in  tears  to-morrow  morning  to  the  Govern- 
ment agent*'  She  afterwards  went  away,  and  we  agreed  to  remain  in  charge  of  the  house. 
.  Next  morning  some  one  called  and  asked,  '*  Who  is  at  home  V*  that  was  what  was  called  out. 
I  did  not  hear  '*  Mohattale,  Mohattale !"  the  last  witness  answered,  '*  Not  at  home."  This 
was  fi-om  inside  the  house.  The  question  was  put  when  it  was  quite  dark,  and  when  it  became 
light  the  door  was  opened.  The  question  was  repeated  in  the  same  words,  with  the  addition, 
**  If  he  is,  come  out."  This  was  when  it  was  light,  and  on  this  the  door  was  opened  and  the 
last  witness  went  out,  we  all  following ;  we  then  saw  10  or  12  attending  on  the  king.  The  1st 
prisoner  then  asked  the  last  witness,  **  Where  is  the  Koralle  ?"  he  replied  that  it  was  said 
"  The  king  and  his  party  with  the  people  of  the  villages  were  coming  up  to  take  the  Koralle  for 
not  having  sided  with  him,  and  therefore  he  has  run  away."  The  king  said,  "  Call  him — ^try ;" 
on  which  a  shout  was  made  by  last  witness,  and  at  this  shout  the  Koralle's  wife  and  children 
came ;  •*  Korallehemy,  if  you  are  (here  you  must  come  out !"  this  was  the  shout  made  by  last 
witness,  but  nobody  came  excepting  the  Koralle*s  wife  and  children.  The  1st  prisoner  said 
they  must  sendprovisions,  and  for  that  purpose  two  of  his  men  were  left. 

By  Jury. — ^The  Ist  prisoner  left  the  Koralle'  shouse ;  the  sun  had  risen  more  than  an  hour 
after  daylight,  and  when  his  men  left  it  was  three  hours  after  daylight.    Nobody  went  with  me 
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CEYWHs  from  Kaloonayde's  bonee.  It  was  at  the  KoraUe's  house  we  found  the  last  witneai.  The 
Dessave's  men  did  not  prmoee  to  us  to  sme  the  xnen ;  had  they  proposed  to  us  to  seize  then 
we  could  have  done  so.  Wiien  parting  with  the  king  and  his  par^  a  litUe  way  from  the  KoraUe*s» 
the  king  said  to  two  of  his  men,  ^  Do  you  stay  and  get  provisions.^ 

[Adjourned.] 

Monday,  Wth  September. 

Keree  Mantkerj  wife  of  Andrewewe  Koralh.^-^l  recollect  something  happening  last  June. 
The  king  (1st  prisoner)  came  to  our  house  that  month  in  the  morning  about  two  hours  before 
daybreak.  The  previous  evenings  while  I  was  at  home  in  bed,  about  eight  or  nine  hours  after 
nightfall  Kaloo  Naide  and  another  blacksmith  came  to  the  door  of  our  house  and  spoke ; 
they  said,  **  Is  master  at  homef  *  We  went  out^  my  husband  and  myself,  and  asked  who 
inquires?  They  answered,  "  Be  quick  and  open  the  door,  the  Singhalese  king  and  bis  rebel 
party  are  coming  to  lay  hold  of  master^  vou  had  better  get  out  of  the  way.'*  My  husband 
and  myself  got  out  accordingly  by  a  side  road,  and  went  as  far  as  the  granary,  when  my 
husband  said, ''  You  go  as  you  please,  and  I  will  go  this  way  ;'*  on  which  he  went  through  the 
Paddy  Fields,  and  I  and  my  children  went  to  Kaloonayde's  house.  We  brought  our  children 
with  us  out  of  the  house,  and  they  were  with  us,  as  did  also  Kaloonayde  and  Appoowa,  the 
other  blacksmith.  When  we  got  to  Kaloonayde*s  house  we  remained  there,  and  when  Kaloo* 
nayde  declined  going  to  our  house,  I  called  out  for  neighbours ;  the  neighbours  came  accord* 
ingly.  I  called  out,  '^  Some  thieves  are  come  and  pelted  stones  to  the  nouse,  come  you  who 
are  in  the  neighbourhood/*  these  were  my  words.  I  afterwards  returned  to  my  house,  and 
desired  my  neighbours  to  make  a  fire,  but  they  said,  *'  They  cannot  remain,  we  came  to  your 
cry  of  thieves,  but  as  the  Singhalese  king  and  his  party  are  expected  we  cannot  remain.'* 
Then  said  I,  *'  Hiis  must  be  a  trick  of  Kaloonayde  to  drive  us  from  our  home :  if  you  decline 
remaining,  I  will  go  and  complain  to  the  Government  agent;"  on  which  they  agreed  to  remain. 
I  then  went  back  with  my  children  to  Kaloonayde  s  nouse»  where  we  remained  all  night 
The  next  morning  I  saw  the  king,  the  1st  prisoner;  as  I  was  returning  to  my  home  next 
morning  I  saw  him  seated  with  10  or  15  persons  around  him.  The  1st  prisoner  is  the  king^ 
and  the  10th  prisoner  was  among  the  persons  round  him.  I  had  never  seen  the  king  beforcw 
When  I  was  returning  home  that  morning  I  asked,  '*  If  any  one  was  there  ;**  and  the  Goor« 
nause  said,  ''  No,  no  one  ;**  but  when  I  saw  the  people  assembled  I  refused  to  go,  when  thmr 
said,  "  The  king  is  there,  and  he  is  come  to  see  your  husband,  do  not  be  alarmed  ;*'  on  which 
I  went  forward ;  at  this  time  a  son  and  daughter  of  mine  accompanied  me,  and  when  we  got 
to  where  the  king  was  the  10th  prisoner  said,  '*  Here  is  the  king,  do  homage/'  on  which  I  put 
myself  in  a  kneeling  posture  and  saluted  the  1st  prisoner.  Tl:^  1st  prisoner  then  asked  me, 
'*  Where  is  the  Koralle  ?"  I  said  he  is  not  at  home,  because  there  was  intelligeuce  brought  last 
night  that  the  king  and  his  party  were  come  to  take  him,  he  had  got  himseR  out  of  the  way ;. 
the  king  and  his  attendants  said,  "  They  did  not  come  to  do  him  any  harm,  but  only  to  see  if 
be  will  join  our  party  or  not."  The  1st  prisoner  further  said,  "  It  was  my  intention  to  pro* 
mote  him  to  high  rank,  he  is  a  fool  to  have  run  away,  so  bring  him  to  me.''  I  then  eaUed  out 
for  my  husband,  but  got  no  answer^  on  which  the  1st  prisoner  said,  ''  Never  mind,  he  will 
return,  and  when  he  does,  send  him  to  me  at  the  place  named ;"  on  which  the  1st  prisoner  went 
away.  Afterwards  the  12th  prisoner  and  another  came  back  and  said,  ^  We  have  been  waiting 
the  whole  night  and  are  tired,  therefore  give  us  food  for  oursehres,  and  for  the  king  and  his 
attendants;*"  myself  and  the  wife  of  ICaloonaide  on  this  cooked  rice;  bvt  at  this  time 
messengers  belonging  to  the  Attepattor  came  to  seize  them,  on  which  they  ran,  the  12th 
prisoner  crying  out,  "  The  king  was  yesterday  conversing  with  the  Dessave,  what  fault  have 
we  done  that  you  are  come  to  seize  us  to-day  ?"  The  next  time  I  saw  my  husband  was  at 
Nuwera  Ellie  about  four  days  afterwards. 

By  Mr.  Wilmot, — I  saw  the  Goomause  yesterday,  I  mean  the  day  before  yesterday;  he  wa» 
in  the  witness's  room.  Appoowa  is  a  blacksmith  boy,  who  lives  in  Kaloonayde's  house ; 
there  are  three  or  four  houses  near  our  house ;  my  husband  did  not  send  for  aid  to  them :  it  waa 
I  who  called  out  after  he  was  away ;  he  did  not  call  out,  nor  did  he  say  we  should  go  to  Kaloor 
nayde's.  He  left  us  to  our  choice  where  to  go :  two  of  my  daughters  and  myself  carried  th^ 
children  to  Kaloonaydes.  The  distance  between  our  house  and  Kaloonayde's  house  is  as 
far  as  the  Constable's  Boutique,  and  between  the  upper  and  lower  house  of  the  Koralle's  th^re 
is  the  distance  of  a  call.  The  Goornause  came  with  others  to  my  cry  for  assistance.  I  called 
out  to  two  houses  by  name,  and  the  people  in  them  answered,  '^  What  do  you  say?"  I  said 
some  thieves  are  come,  they  are  pelting  stones,  for  I  was  afraid  to  make  any  other  cry  but  th^ 
of  thieves.  Kaloonayde  and  Appoowa  were  at  the  house  when  I  called,  and  Ookooralle  waa 
the  first  who  come  to  my  call.  I  was  then  at  Kaloonayde's  house,  no  one  came  next  The 
Ooomaute  was  at  the  house  of  the  Koralle  first;  I  saw  the  Goomause  first  when  I  vras  at 
Kaloonayde's  house;  he  came  after  Ookooralle  had  left  me  to  go  to  the  KoraUe's  house;  he 
was  just  then  gone,  he  was  the  length  of  the  next  Paddy  field  :  I  cried  out  to  him, ''  Ookooralle^ 
^  stay  to  go  with  me !"     Goornause  did  not  go  with  me  to  the  house  from  Kaloonayde's,  I  sent 

him  away.  Ookooralle  went  with  me  while  the  Goomause  went  another  way.  Ookooralle 
stopt  till  I  came  up  to  him.  When  I  got  to  the  house  the  Goomause  was  there,  no  one  else,, 
and  I  cried  out  after  my  return  to  the  house,  and  to  my  cry  neighbours  came  ;  it  was  then  I 
asked  them  to  light  a  fire ;  the  Goomause  was  among  them;  when  I  cried  the  second  time  it 
was  about  thieves,  "  Some  thieves  are  to  enter  the  house  to-night.'*  The  Goomause  declined 
to  call  out.  It  was  hardly  daylight  when  I  came  to  the  house  the  next  morning,  it  was  of 
my  own  accord  to  see  the  house ;  when  I  was  on  the  way  as  fieur  as  the  field  the  Goornause 
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oaied  out,  and  I  asked  bino^  ''  Whe  is  ia  tbe  bouse?"  be  SAid,  <*  There  is  no  one  in  the         CXTLOV. 
house,  yow  may  oome;'*  but  when  I  got  near  the  feneeand  saw  the  men,  I  refused  to  proceed  r^^' 

further.  That  was  the  first  time  I  ewr  saw  the  1st  prisoner,  asd  I  have  not  seen  him  again 
till  this  day.  It  was  tn  the  month  of  June  I  saw  him  first,  and  this  day ;  these  are  the  only 
oeeasioRs  on  whidi  I  saw  him.  I  never  fed  him  with  riee  aad  curry.  I  never  presoited  betel 
to  him  ;  the  12th  prisoner  asked  betel,  and  the  Goomause  gave  him  a  betel  leaf;  he  also  asked 
ibr  rice  and  curry  to  tbe  king,  and  for  themsdves  and  tbe  party.  The  king  said  of  my  husband^ 
^'  He  is  a  dever  fool,  I  came  to  see  him/* 

Bf  tir.  Seiby. — ^1  have  a  sen.  Ken  Bande,  and  he  followed  me  and  came  up  to  me  when  I 
was  with  the  king. 

By  Co4art^^Ai  that  time  there  was  with  me  my  daughter,  then  my  son  came,  and  after- 
wam  all  my  cUIdren^  except  tbe  infant  who  was  brought  after  the  kin^  departed. 

KehetuofOU  Keerale,  reea&d. — ^I  left  Tippogalle  Ratteralle's  house  with  others,  it  was  day- 
light, and  we  went  te  the  Ambulam,  and  then  to  the  house  of  Andrewewe  Koralie.  I  did  not 
Eto  my  hense ;  it  was  four  hours  after  daylight  when  I  got  to  the  Koralie's ;  the  1st  prisoner 
il  Tippogalle  Ratteralle's  house  with  others  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  before  simrise  three 
hours  1  had  lights  so  far  showing  him  the  way.  1  was  examined  in  the  District  Court,  and 
said, "  We  remained  all  ni^  at  the  Ratteralle  s  ;*'  the  1st  prisoner  said,  '*  We  would  go  away 
and  remain  at  a  pbee.  1  went  home  and  arrived  two  or  tturee  hoinrs  after  sunrise :  1  did  not 
•ay  so  in  the  District  Court  ;  seven  persons  all  went  to  tbe  Koralle's,  and  we  got  there  four 
hours  after  daylight.  I  saw  nothmg  forther  than  that  betel  was  presented^  and  they  proceeded 
tk)  cook  rice,  at  which  time  we  were  denred  to  go  away ;  the  betel  was  presented  to  the 
knig.  llie  7th  prisoner  did  not  go  to  the  house  of  the  Koralie,  he  lefl  us  on  the  way.  I 
fet  to  my  own  house  at  the  6th  hour  of  the  morning ;  the  Koralle's  wife  presented  betdi  to 
thekiD|. 

By  Jury. — I  had  a  red  doth  on,  nothing  on  my  head.  Ookooralle  was  there.  The  Goor^ 
itanse  was  there ;  only  the  daughter  of  the  Koralie  was  there ;  this  was  the  only  female  1  saw. 
I  was  not  inside  the  tioi»e. 

PaBeyedere  Dvnyere  Naide. — ^1  live  at  Kota  Kandera,  in  the  same  village  with  Andrewewe 
Koralie.  I  have  seen  the  Ist  prisoner  at  the  Koralle*s  house;  I  cannot  say  the  time  exactly, 
but  it  was  tbe  month  of  April  last.  Ookooralle  and  others  were  there;  the  1st  prisoner  was 
eitttag  on  a  stone  at  the  house  of  the  Koralie.  I  heard  a  noise  of  ^<  Ho  V  about  day-break,  on 
wfaidv  1  came  oot  of  my  house,  and  found  Ookooralle  and  the  Koralle*s  son  calling  out  to  me, 
^  Is  the  Koralie  in  your  house  f  On  winch  I  ran  to  the  spot,  and  was  informed  by  them 
Umt  the  king  had  been  there:  among  the  persons  present  were  several  that  I  knew;  the  8th 
and  9th  prisoners  were  there^  I  left  the  tiouse  three  or  four  hours  after  daylight,  the  king 
Imd  by  tUs  time  departed.  I  went  away  after  tbe  1st,  8th,  and  9tb  prisoners  were  gone.  I 
was  present  when  the  Attepattoo  messengers  came,  and  saw  the  men  who  ran  away.  I  did 
not  see  tbe  6lh  prboner  there ;  the  13th  prisoner  is  one  of  the  men  who  ran  away  from  the 
messengers.  Tbe  MHh  prisoner  was  with  the  king's  party,  and  went  off  with  the  1st,  8th,  and 
9th  prisoners. 

By  Mr,  Wilmclt. — ^Tbe  day  before  yesterday  I  bathed  with  Kaloo  Nayde.  Andrewewe 
Koralie's^soa  aad  various  others  were  bathiog  together.  I  had  no  coavevsatiou  with  them  on 
the  subject  of  this  case.  1  went  to  tbe  Koralle'e  on  hearing  the  Ookooralles  and  the  Koralle's 
smi  calling'  eat  for  the  Koralie  at  day-break.  The  Koralle's  son  now  ttientioned  is  the 
psvson  WM  bsftbed  with  me  and  olhers;  be  cried,  sftjine,  "  The  Koralie  has  run  away  becaiTse 
the  king  and  his  party  was  cominr  to  take  hinu"  This  was  at  the  field  named,  a  short  dis- 
tanee  firom  tbe  Koraue's  house.-  ft  was  Ookoemlle  whe  cried  out  as  above^  and  the  Koralle*s 
SOB  cried  out,  **  FsSb&t  I  Father !  **  Tbe  kine  and  his  party  went  away,  saying,  '*  You  come 
and  bring  rice  when  the  Koralie  relumsv^  He  sadd  this  to  the  12tb  prisoner  and  another.  I 
saw  prostration  te  tbe  king ;  the  Koralle's  wife  paid  homage  to  him  at  the  desire  of  the  10th 
prisoner.  Tbe  Koralle's  wife  was  present  when  the  1st  prisoner  desired  then  to  bring  rice^ 
and  she  said,  *'  Very  well;  should  you  bring  anybody  to  carry  away  the  rioe,  I  will  prepare 
it."  On  this  tbe  1st  prisoner  sak),  «*  Very  well,"  and  left  the  12th  prisoner  and  the  other  to 
get  tbe  rite. 

By  Jury. — I  ceald  bear  a  cry  from  Kaloe  Nayde's  house,  but  there  was  no  cry  that  night 
that  I  besffd.  I  came  to  tbe  cry  of  ^  Ho ! "  and  reached  the  Koralle's  house  just  at  morning ; 
the  KoraBc^s  wife  was  just  ceme  when  I  got  there.  It  was  daric  in  the  morning  at  that  peri^. 
I  cannot  say  wbetber  it  was  eiffbt  or  ten  days  before  the  Government  Agent  of  BaduUa  went 
to  Wallepenne.  The  Koralie^  wife  went  to  Nuwere  Ellie  three  or  four  days  after  the  dis* 
tarbaace  at  the  KomUe^Sw 

Liangastenne  Keriaxoante. — I  live  in  the  district  of  Nuwere  Ellie,  and  know  Galinde 
Koralie  the  drd  piisoner.  He  has  a  Pknella  at  his  property,  and  on  last  Singhalese  New 
Yeav's-day  in  the  evening  I  went  there  on  the  occasion  of  tbe  ^th  of  a  nephew  of  Gralrnde 
Koralie.  HeiMis  shot,  and  1  went  oo  that  occasion*  When  I  went  he  was  alive;  all  the 
village  was  th«*e^  The  Kovalle  wa»  not  there;  however,  we  brought  him  to  the  Koralle's 
Imuse,  and  two  daye  ater  the  Koralie  who  had  been  absent  returned  heme.  He  was  alive 
ii4ien  the  KoraUe  ntanied.  I  hve  in  tbe  bouse  of  the  wounded  man.  I  went  to  the  Pansella 
tbe  next  day  after  the  Koralle's  retam.  Tbe  KoraUe  asked  his  wifo,  Rene  Manika,  ''  Who 
baacoase?'^  and  sbs  said,  "There,  he  is  gone  lo  the  Pansella."    The  Koralie  and  others  ^ 

then  went  te  tbe  PanseUa»,  wbidi  is^  a  littts  way  bom  the  Kondle*s  house.  When  I  came  te 
the  RanseHa  1  saw  the  Ist  priesaer  and  others  whom  I  don't  know.  The  Koralie  desired 
people  there  te  ge  honse  and  bring  cloth  immechatdy.  Cloths  were  socn  brought  accordingly, 
and  the  Ptinstlfa  wa»  dcoovidisck  with  the  doduk    The  1st  prisoner  was  then  in  the  court  of 
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CETLOX.         the  Pansella,  and  when  the  Pansella  was  decorated,  he  went  in  and  sat  down  on  a  chair  pre- 

pared  for  him  in  the  hall  of  the  Pansella.     The  chair  came  from  the  bouse  of  the  Koralle. 

When  the  king  was  seated,  homage  was  paid  him  by  prostration  on  the  knees  and  inclination 
of  the  person.  The  1st  who  paid  homage  was  Galbde  Koralle,  the  3rd  prisoner,  myself,  and 
others,  and  among  them  the  4th  and  5th  prisoners.  After  the  ceremony  the  1st  prisoner  and 
his  attendants  went  into  the  room  of  the  Fansella,  which  was  also  decorated,  and  the  3rd 
prisoner  called  out,  *'  The  king  is  here ;  in  July  next  the  island  of  Ceylon  will  be  bis,  you  must 
come  together  again  when  I  give  you  notice.**  The  1st  prisoner  was  in  the  room  at  this  time. 
There  was  a  number  of  people  assembled  outside,  and  the  Koralle  said  so.  The  Aloogedere 
Mohottale  said,  **  There  was  a  disturbance  like  this  last  year ;  what  if  we  lose  our  property  ?  " 
The  Koralie  answered,  "  The  same  shall  not  happen ;  those  who  go  away  may  go  away,  and 
those  who  remain  shall  be  destroyed.  As  you  have  assembled  this  day,  assemble  again  when 
I  give  you  notice.*'  The  multitude  assembled  at  this  time  amounted  to  about  25  in  number, 
but  I  am  not  sure  of  the  number.  When  I  asked  the  reason  of  the  homage,  the  4th  prisoner 
said,  "  This  is  he  to  whom  Ceylon  is  to  become  subject  in  July  next.*'  This  was  sifter  the 
3rd  prisoner  had  made  use  of  similar  words.  No,  it  was  previous,  while  1st  prisoner  was  in 
the  hall. 

By  Mr.  WilmoL — I  know  the  3rd  prisoner ;  a  brother- in  law  of  his  had  a  law-suit  with  me, 
in  which  I  succeeded.  I  am  working  the  land  respecting  which  the  suit  was ;  it  is  eight  years 
since  I  got  a  decree  in  that  suit,  and  abdut  five  months  ago  a  bullock  belonging  to  a  nephew 
of  3rd  prisoner  trespassed  on  some  lands ;  I  gave  some  pilahs  of  paddy  land  to  the  brotl^r  in 
November  last.  About  15  years  ago  I  had  a  prosecution  against  the  Mohotale,  in  which  I 
succeeded.  I  went  to  the  Koralle's  Pansella  to  see  the  king,  who,  I  understood,  had  come 
there.  It  is  not  true  that  I  knew  till  I  went  there  that  the  king  was  there.  The  first  person 
who  said, "  This  is  the  king,**  was  noiGalinde  Koralle,  but  Galinde  Aratchy  was  the  person  who 
said  so.  Galinde  Koralle  did  not  tell  me  to  pay  homage  to  the  king,  nor  did  any  one  do  so. 
I  did  not  pay  homage  to  the  king.  I  did  not  go  near  to  the  person  of  the  1st  prisoner  on  this 
occasion.  I  saw  the  king  in  the  hall.  I  never  saw  him  but  in  the  hall ;  previous  to  my 
seeing  him  in  the  hall  I  saw  persons,  but  I  did  not  then  know  him.  It  was  on  the  outside  1 
saw  him  first,  but  I  did  not  know  who  he  was  till  I  was  informed.  I  was  examined  in  the 
District  Court  Andrewewe  Koralle  served  a  summons  upon  me  to  attend  the  District  Court, 
and  I  went  in  company  with  him  and  all  the  other  witnesses.  Andrewewe  Koralle  said, 
"'  Because  you  are  participators  in  high  treason  ;  you  have  been  summoned  as  witnesses,  tell 
what  you  know.**  He  also  said,  <'  It  is  stated  that  a  king  has  come  into  this  part  oC  the 
country ;  if  you  know  anything  of  it,  say  so,  and  if  not,  say  you  do  not.*'  Andrewewe  Koralle 
was  at  one  time  Mohottale,  but  his  distnct  was  divided  into  three  koraleships.  He  got  one  and 
Galinde  Koralle  got  another ;  this  was  about  six  years  ago.  There  was  a  priest  living  in  the 
Pansella  at  the  time  when  the  people  went  there. 

By  Jury. — *'  Somebody  has  come  to  the  house,  the  Koralle  is  required  immediately ;  '* 
this  was  the  message  that  came  to  the  Koralle  when  he  was  at  the  wounded  man*s  house.  I 
went  with  the  Koralle  as  well  as  many  others. 

Arumpitiye  OokooraHe. — I  know  Galinde  Koralle,  and  that  there  is  a  Pansella  on  his  pre- 
mises. I  was  there  on  New  Year*sday,  about  six  or  seven  hours  before  nightfall.  I  went 
there  on  my  way  to  ascertain  a  luckyhour  at  an  astrologer's  who  lives  beyond.  I  heard 
talking  at  the  Pansella,  and  went  there.  I  saw  people  there  then ;  about  30  people  in  the 
court  of  the  Pansella  and  otherwise.  I  asked  the  last  witness  the  matter,  and  he  said  a  king 
has  arrived,  and  we  are  come  to  see  him.  The  king  was  seated  in  the  hall  wh^  I  first  got 
to  the  place ;  the  1st  prisoner  is  the  person  I  mean.  The  Koralle,  Galinde  Koralle  said, 
"  None  of  you  shall  give  any  intimation  of  this,  you  must  be  faithfiil,  and  assemble  when  I 
give  you  notice ;  if  anybody  does  otherwise,  he  will  not  be  able  to  support  it."  The  Koralle 
was  standing  on  the  Pila  and  the  king  was  in  the  middle  of  the  hall  when  he  said  this. 

By  Mr.  fVilmot. — About  four  years  ago  I  was  imprisoned  on  a  charge,  at  the  instance  of 
Galinde  Koralle ;  he  had  a  civil  suit  against  me  and  my  brother;  and  while  this  suit  was  pend- 
ing, I  was  charged  by  him  with  an  assault,  and  on  this  I  was  sentenced  to  two  years'  imprison- 
ment, about  four  years  ago ;  and  he  succeeded  in  the  civil  suit  the  same  year ;  he  recovered 
costs  against  my  elder  brother.  I  did  not  make  obeisance  to  the  1st  prisoner.  I  heard  he 
was  king  and  would  have  believed  if  they  had  said  he  was  one  of  the  gods :  yes,  I  would.  I  am 
a  man  living  in  the  jungle,  and  not  acquainted  with  courts.  I  remained  at  the  Pansella  but  a 
short  time,  and  then  went  away.  Andrewewe  Koralle  went  with  me  to  the  District  Court,  and 
several  others  who  had  been  summoned  as  witnesses  in  this  case. 

By  Court. — ^Andrewewe  Koralle  said  nothing  to  me  on  the  way  to  the  District  Court  on 
that  occasion. 

Amunumvlle  Mohandiram. — I  live  at  Serep^ta ;  I  am  related  to  Andrewewe  Koralle ;  I  am 
his  son-in-law.  I  know  the  1st  prisoner,  and  saw  him  at  Galinde  Koralle's  pansella,  on  New 
Year's  day,  on  the  last  night  of  the  last  new  year.  My  elder  sister,  who  lives  at  the  KoraUe*s, 
said  the  party  was  gone  to  the  pansella ;,  it  was  on  this  the  Koralle  and  others  among  whom  I 
was  sent  thither,  and  saw  the  1st  prisoner  walking  about  the  court  of  the  pansalla.  The  Koralle 
desired  people  to  set  a  chair  and  fetch  cloths ;  when  the  cloths  were  brought  a  room  of  the 
pansella  was  fitted  up,  and  this  being  done  the  1st  prisoner  took  his  seat  on  the  chair  and  was 
•  saluted  by  the  people  around;  they  kneeled  round  and  did  salutation  to  the  1st  prisoner ;  the 

4th  and  5th  prisoners  were  among  those  who  did  salute  the  1st  prisoner  after  the  salutation 
which  was  in  the  hall,  the  1st  and  3rd  prisoners  entered  the  room  which  was  fitted  up ;  the 
3rd  prisoner  said  "  This  is  the  expected  King  of  Ceylon  ;  his  arrival  is  to  ascertain  whether 
you  are  to  support  him^  and  do  as  we  wish  you  to  do;"  the  people  said^  we  cannot  make  a 
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king  of  ourselves^  but  if  a  king  is  sent  (from  the  gods),  we  will  do  as  we  are  bid.    The  5th         CEYLON. 
IH*isoner  said,  ^'  It  would  be  a  great  thing  to  us  if  such  a  thing  take  place."    The  next  time  I 
saw  the  Ist  prisoner  was  the  second  or  third  day  after,  when  I  saw  him  at  the  5th  prisoner*s ; 
he  was  goine  down  towards  Osrookwatte.    The  4th  prisoner  said,  '*Will  you  lead  him  to 
Arookwatte.  * 

By  Mr.  Wilmot. — I  was  an  Aratchy  at  one  time,  and  dismissed  from  office  for  contempt  of 
Court,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  5th  prisoner,  13  or  15  months  ago.  I  hold  no  office  at  pre- 
sent. It  was  about  six  hours  before  nightfall  I  went  to  the  pansella  ;  on  our  way  there  we 
heard  of  a  king  having  come.  The  last  witness  was  in  our  company  when  this  was  said ;  seve- 
ral persons  spoke  to  that  effect.  I  did  not  make  any  obeisance  to  the  king.  I  thought  the  1st 
prisoner  was  a  king,  because  the  people  said  so ;  but  I  was  not  required  to  make  obeisance. 
Gallinde  Koralle  had  a  dark  cloth  on  several  folds.  The  witness  baited  at  my  father's  house 
on  the  way  to  the  District  Court  at  Nuwera  Ellie. 

By  Mr.  Sdby. — I  was  dismissed  by  the  district  judge. 

By  Court, — ^The  talk  about  a  king  was  at  the  wounded  man's  house  before  we  went  to  the 
Koralle's  or  the  pansella,  "The  king  is  come,  let  us  go  and  see."  Koralle  and  others  said 
so,  the  Koralle  could  not  hear.  He  had  not  gone  out  from  the  wounded  man's  house.  The 
3rd  prisoner  was  returned  from  the  room  to  the  hall.     He  said  so  in  the  hall. 

By  Jury, — It  was  on  Tuesday  we  went  to  the  pansella.  On  New  Year's  eve  Punchiralle 
was  the  person  who  brought  the  message  to  the  Koralle  in  the  wounded  man's  house ;  Keerale 
was  the  first  who  whispered  that  the  king  was  come.  Kiriwante  was  present  when  the  talk 
was  about  the  king  in  the  wounded  man's  house.  I  left  the  1st  prisoner  at  the  pansella  when 
I  left  the  place. 

[Adjourned.] 

Tuesday,  12th  September. 

Tennegedere  Ockoorale. — I  live  at  Terepaha,  and  know  the  1st  prisoner ;  I  saw  him  at  my  vil- 
lage at  the  house  of  the  5th  prisoner.  The  5th  prisoner  said  at  our  house,  *'The  king  comes  to 
Terepale  to-day ;  you  must  not  go  anywhere,"  so  I  remained  at  home  that  day,  and  in  the  even- 
ing the  Ist  prisoner  came  to  5th  prisoner's  house.  A  boy  of  mine  said  the  king  and  some  others 
have  come,  so  I  went  to  the  5th  prisoner's  house :  I  and  another  went  together ;  and  when  we 
got  to  the  5th  prisoner's  house,  I  found  the  1st  prisoner  seated  in  the  room,  which  was  deco- 
rated for  the  purpose.  The  5th  prisoner  and  others  said,  "  Homage  must  be  paid  to  the  king," 
8o  homage  was  paid.  The  5th  prisoner  first,  then  the  4th  prisoner  paid  homage,  and  after- 
wards others  and  myself.  I  paid  homage  by  kneeling,  which  was  what  the  5th  prisoner  and 
others  did  before  me.  I  did  not  know  how  to  pay  homage  to  a  king  before.  The  1st  prisoner 
asked  us  all,  *'  Do  you  prefer  my  government  or  the  English  government.'*  The  5th  prisoner 
said,  "  There  was  something  similar  before,  and  that  did  not  succeed,  so  we  are  afraid,  but  to 
the  English  government  we  have  no  attachment,  but  we  desire  a  king  wherever  we  may  be 
bom."  i.e.  in  our  transmigration.  The  1st  prisoner  said, ''  Since  such  is  your  desire,  will  you 
hsten  to  what  I  say  ?  Then  take  a  census  of  the  men  in  your  arachyship,  and  of  the  arms  of 
the  men,  and  be  in  readiness."     It  was  then  late  and  we  returned  to  our  houses. 

By  Court. — I  was  about  three  or  four  fathoms  from  1st  prisoner,  when  he  said  '^Take  a 
census  of  the  men."  I  was  standing  on  the  pila,  and  he  was  seated  on  the  bedstead.  He 
said  so  to  the  5th  prisoner,  to  him  only;  and  the  5th  prisoner  answered,  '^  Yes." 

By  Jury. — The  1st  prisoner  was  at  the  5th  prisoner's  when  I  went  there.  There  were 
about  10  or  15  persons  who  payed  homage  on  this  occasion.  This  was  on  the  2nd  day  after 
the  new  year  began. 

Wediyale  lagry  Menikrale. — I  live  at  Terepaha  and  saw  1st  prisoner  there  at  the  house  of 
the  5th  prisoner,  on  the  second  day  after  the  new  year  began,  in  the  evening.  The  last  wit- 
ness called  to  me  to  go  and  see  the  king  there,  so  I  went.  When  we  got  there  we  were  to  pay 
homage,  and  did  so;  they  paid  homage  two  at  a  time ;  the  5th  prisoner  1st  and  others  after- 
wards with  myself.  The  5th  prisoner  desired  the  people  to  pay  homage.  When  we  paid 
homage,  the  1st  prisoner  was  sitting  in  a  cot,  in  a  room  decorated  with  white  cloth.  After 
doing  homage  I  heard  the  5th  prisoner  say,  "  You  may  go  and  assemble  when  you  are  re- 
quire. This  was  after  the  1st  prisoner  had  said  the  same  thing.  And  when  we  heard  this 
we  went  away.  I  heard  nothing  more  said.  There  were  about  10  or  12  persons  present.  I 
was  at  the  place  about  two  or  three  Singhalese  hours.  I  saw  the  1st  prisoner  again  at  the  5th 
prisoners.  About  a  month  afterwards,  late  in  the  evening,  I  went  there,  being  told  the  1st 
prisoner  (the  king)  had  come  to  the  aratchy's  (the  5th  prisoner's).  I  went  alone,  and  when  I 
got  there  I  saw  the  1st  prisoner,  and  three  men  who  had  accompanied  him.  They  were  sit- 
ting in  the  madoowa,  and  the  king  slept  in  the  room,  and  the  attendants  in  the  granary.  I 
was  there  all  night  and  saw  the  king  and  his  attendants  go  away.  This  was  early  next  morn- 
ing, and  they  went  the  way  to  Arookwatte. 

Bv  Mr.  Wilmot. — ^The  3rd  prisoner  had  a  suit  against  my  father,  about  10  years  ago,  in 
which  he  succeeded.     The  suit  had  reference  to  a  Cbena. 

By  Jury. — ^I  saw  the  1st  prisoner  the  second  day  after  the  new  year.  TTie  3rd  prisoner  lives 
two  miles  from  the  5th  prisoner's.  I  heard  nothing  else  said  but  what  I  have  stated.  The 
king's  attendants  were  on  second  occasion;  I  did  not  know  he  had  attendants  on  first 
occasion. 

Godegamegedere  MenickaUe. — I  live  at  Godegamedere.  I  have  seen  the  1st  prisoner  before ;  I 
saw  him  at  the  house  of  the  Basuaike  Nileme ;  I  mean  the  2nd  prisoner ;  about  three  months 
ago,  as  I  thiuk ;  a  little  more  than  an  hour  after  nightfall.    I  had  heard  that  the  king  was  present 
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CETLON.  there,  and  I  went  to  see  him.  The  Shid  prisoner  said,  ^*  You  can  see  the  Idnf;  after  be  takes 
his  meals — not  now.**  The  place  was  filled  with  people.  The  aratcby  of  the  villaee  wu 
amon^  the  crowd.  About  two  hours  and  a  half  after  nightMl,  I  and  others  were  caUed  in, 
and  wnen  I  got  into  the  room  I  saw  1st  prisoner  and  another  person,  a  Malabar  who  was  intro- 
duced by  the  2ud  prisoner  as  the  ^'  Black  Prince  God.**  He  and  the  1st  prisoner  were  on  the 
bedstead  in  the  room.  We  paid  homage ;  those  who  did  not  know  how  to  do  homage,  aaluled ; 
but  the  2nd  prisoner  desired  them  to  prostrate  in  the  act  of  doing  homage ;  having  first  been 
desired  to  kneel  in  doing  homage,  which  when  we  did  the  2nd  prisoner  said  '^  ffot  sov  fiill 
prostrate.**  And  when  we  rose,  we  were  told  that  w^  had  received  grace  or  fiivour.  The  2Dd 
prisoner  then  said,  **  All  the  country  is  united  except  Andrewewe  Koralle,  and  a  portion  of  Hait 
Wanny.  All  these  people  will  assemble  at  the  new  moon,  to  go  to  fiadulla  on  a  Pinkhame^ 
Yon  must  be  ready  to  proceed."  We  declined,  saying,  our  barrests  were  at  hand,  and  could  not 
go.  When  2nd  prisoner  said,  "  Very  well,  we  shall  go,  and  when  we  have  done  with  the  Ba* 
dulla  Fort,  be  ready  to  accompany  us  to  Nuwera  Ellia  to  destroy  it.'*  After  this  we  were 
desired  to  go,  and  we  left  accordingly.  The  Koralle  of  my  division  is  the  Kohoke  Konde, 
and  Kohoke  Corle  is  Hewakette.  The  salutation,  kneeling,  and  prostration  were  done  to  the 
1st  prisoner  and  the  Black  Prince,  together  at  onetime.  The  salutation,  kneeling  and prostra* 
tion  being  in  succession  as  above  stated. 

By  Jury. — What  was  said  by  2nd  prisoner  as  to  Badulla  Fort  was  as  from  himself.  I  did 
not  hear  any  one  say  the  words  before  he  uttered  them ;  the  two  kings  were  at  this  time  seated 
on  the  bedstead. 

By  Court. — I  was  in  gaol  four  weeks,  and  escaped  from  confinement,  but  afterwards  delivered 
myself  up.  I  have  often  given  evidence  in  the  Nuwera  Ellia  Court.  I  was  sent  to  gaol  about 
six  or  seven  years  ago  for  not  performing  tappal  duty. 

Yatteremdegedere  Ockoorale. — I  live  in  Kohoke  Carle ;  I  know  the  2nd  prisoner,  and  went  to 
his  house  about  10  or  15  days  after  the  new  year.  There  was  long  a  report  of  a  king  goin^ 
about,  and  on  this  occasion  it  was  so  said,  and  I  got  to  the  place  about  two  hours  and  a  half 
before  nightfall.  I  saw  many  people  there ;  I  saw  1st  prisoner  sitting  on  a  bedstead,  mider  a 
canopy.  It  was  an  hour  or  more  after  nightfall  that  I  was  admitted,  and  when  I  got  into 
the  room  I  found  several  people,  among  others  the  2nd  prisoner,  who  was  near  the  t^dstead 
on  which  the  king  and  Kalmkumara  iSarya,  or  the  *' Black  Prince  God.'*  The  1st  prnoaef 
is  the  person  calfed  king.  The  Black  Prmce  was  like  to  a  Malabar.  The  2nd  prisoner  de- 
sired me  to  pay  homage,  on  ifi^ch  I  sahited,  and  on  that  he  said,  •*  You  hare  grace.*'  I 
sakited  with  folded  hands.  I  stood  still,  and  the  2ttd  prisoner  and  the  king,  white  I  was  hi 
the  room,  asked  me  if  I  eonld  attend  them  to  the  place  named,  and  I  went  according  with 
tile  king,  I  mean  the  **  Black  Prince  God.'*  We  set  out  two  or  three  hours  after  mfirhtfaO. 
There  were  several  persons  with  os  at  the  time,  among  others  the  8th  prisoner.  We  went 
toward  Podiapellella ;  but  rain  coming,  on  we  stopt  on  the  way,  and  were  met  by  many  of  the 
Matnratta  people,  some  bringing  rice.  There  were  about  50  or  100  of  the  Maturatta  people ; 
akogether  100,  not  less.  This  was  during  the  night ;  they  came  with  chnle  lights;  when 
they  came  up  they  offered  a  seat  to  the  king.  Black  Prince ;  this  was  in  a  hut  in  a  hatcherea 
field ;  and  when  he  came  thqr  also  present^  rice.  I  know  the  last  witness,  he  was  at  the 
place  before  me.     He  was  not  in  the  room  with  me. 

By  Mr.  Wthnoi. — I  was  not  carrying  anything  at  Podiapellella;  I  went  because  1  was 
desired. 

By  Jury. — ^The  Maturatta  people  presented  rice.  They  also  pwd  homage,  and  spoke  of 
going  to  mdulle  on  a  pinkame :  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  are  to  assemble  in  a 
pinkame ;  you  mast  also  assemble.  This  I  heard  said  on  the  occasion,  at  the  hut  in  the 
field.  He  did  not  say  when  the  pinkame  was  to  be,  nor  whose  pinkame  it  was;  but  that  notice 
of  the  pinkame  should  be  given.  I  did  not  state  in  the  District  Court  all  I  knew,  as  f  was 
afraid  I  would  inculpate  myself;  all  the  Maturatte  people  are  displeased  with  me  that  I  gave 
evidence.  Ammunition  was  carried  from  the  house  of  the  2nd  prisoner,  I  mean  swords,  lances^ 
guns,  and  saltpetre.  These  things  were  deposited  at  the  house  of  an  aratcby.  Tlas  tock 
place  after  the  affair,  at  PoAapelkila.  The  lances  were  painted  sticks  with  blades ;  tlffee  or 
feur  lances  and  three  or  four  swords.  The  gunpowder  was  carried  in  an  open  chatty,  and 
bullets  were  carried  in  a  bag.  The  two  kings  went  with  the  party  who  carried  these  things.  I 
carried  sulphur  and  saltpetre,  and  delivered  them  with  the  others  to  be  deposited  in  the  boose. 
The  people  of  the  house  presented  the  king  with  milk-rice,  whrch  he  gave  some  of  to  lo. 
When  I  deKvered  the  sulphur  and  saltpetre,  I  ran  away  to  my  own  house,  bring  afraid  to 
remain  longer  in  their  company.     This  affair  had  a  warlike  appearance,  and  I  was  afttud. 

JTatterawe  OehoortUe. — I  live  in  Kohokecoole,  and  know  the  3nd  prisoner,  and  went  to  h» 
house  in  company  with  three  others ;  we  got  there  when  it  was  just  dark,  and  on  arrrving  we 
saw  many  people  assembled.  This  was  after  the  New  Year's  day  in  April  (May).  There  was  a 
concourse  of  people,  and  we  went  into  the  house  to  see ;  on  going  inside  the  house,  the  2nd 
prisoner  said,  *'  There  is  the  king."  We  went  into  the  room  and  saw  the  king  under  a  white 
canopy.  The  1st  prisoner  is  the  person  I  mean  by  king.  He  was  sittings  on  a  bedstead  with 
another  black  person,  whose  face  only  I  could  see.  I  was  desired  by  the  2l9d  prisoner  to  pay 
homage,  on  which  I  was  going  to  salute.  When  he  said,  '*  Not  so,  kneel  down,  I  did  so^  and 
sahited;  knelt  down  and  saluted,  when  the  2nd  prisoner  desired  me  to  prostrate  upon  the 
ground,  but  there  was  not  room  enough,  and  I  only  knelt,  all  four  of  us  knelt  down.  Wo  did 
not  prostrate,  as  there  was  not  room.  Munkrale  did  so  as  well  as  myselfl  The  2nd  prisenei 
asked  us  to  join,  but  on  our  {heading  our  harvest,  he  sard  vre  were  excused,  wA  them  be  said 
you  may  go.  We  live  under  the  protection  of  Government,  we  cannot  go.  This  we  said  alsos 
•*  That  it  was  our  harvest.*^    I  never  saw  a  pinkame  with  a  king',  and  therefore  1  was  afndkL 
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The  black  person  with  the  king  was  called  by  the  2nd  prisoner  Kalukumare  Deivigo,  the  Black         CEYLON* 
Prince  God. 

By  Mr,  Wilmot. — I  have  been  married  10  years;  I  do  not  know  my  wife's  name  ;  I  never 
asked ;  we  are  now  separate. 

Ydttinindeffey  Appoo. — I  know  the  2nd  prisoner,  and  have  seen  the  Ist  prisoner  in  his  house. 
I  saw  him  about  12  or  15  days  after  the  new  year;  I  saw  him  at  the  2nd  prisoner's,  he  and 
another  person  called  Kalukumara  or  Black  Prince  were  there.  The  2nd  prisoner  was  present, 
and  others.  I  was  desired  to  salute^  on  which  I  raised  my  hands  to  salute^  when  the  2nd 
prisoner  said^  '^  Not  so,  kneel  down/'  which  I  then  did.  Ririe  Maniker  is  the  name  of  last 
witness's  wife. 

JBy  Mr.  Wilmot. — ^Tbe  Black  Prince  was  silent,  and  I  only  saw  his  face.  The  1st  prisoner 
was  not  so  much  covered  as  the  Black  Prince.  The  king  (1st  prisoner)  said,  ^*  Can  you  pro- 
ceed to  Badulle  on  a  pinkame  ?  "  I  did  not  hear  2nd  prisoner  say  so. 

Ongootela  Appoohamy  Aratckile. — I  am  Aratchy  of  Oogootela,  in  the  Maturatta  Korle. 
I  know  the  1st  pril^^mer,  I  saw  him  at  the  temple  in  March  (April)  last ;  the  temple  is  near  my 
village  in  Maturatta.  I  heard  a  report  of  a  king  being  in  that  neighbourhood,  a  man  of  great 
virtue.  I  went  to  the  Vidhan  to  ascertain ;  I  saw  there  the  2nd  prisoner  and  8th  prisoner,  and 
others.  The  2nd  prisoner  called  me  out  of  the  pansella  to  the  door  of  the  hall — ''  Are  you 
for  us  ?"  I  said,  '*  Yes."  '*  I  fear,''  said  the  2nd  prisoner ;  I  asked,  "  Why  ?  "  ''  We  expect  a 
king,"  answered  he ;  "you  are  the  only  person  we  have  not  won  yet,  all  the  rest  of  the  Corle 
are  agreed  together."  I  told  him  that  I  heard  of  a  king  whom  no  shots  could  hit ;  that  he  had 
a  half-moon  in  his  forehead,  and  two  of  his  fingers  of  equaJ  length.  The  2nd  prisoner  made 
me  swear  that  I  would  not  be  unfaithful  to  the  king,  or  divulge  the  matter  to  any  other  party. 
I  took  my  oath  accordingly,  after  which  I  was  led  by  2nd  prisoner  into  a  room  of  the  pansella, 
where  I  saw  1st  prisoner  seated  on  a  bedstead.  It  struck  me  that  no  prince  would  sit  thus  in 
a  pansella ;  there  were  five  persons  in  all  the  room  at  this  time.  The  king  asked  me,  "  Is  it 
excluding  you  ttiat  a  king  would  be  placed  over  the  kingdom  of  Ceylon  ?  would  you  be  the 
only  exception  ?  "  I  said,  ''  If  there  is  a  person  of  great  virtue  competent  to  be  made  king  of 
Ceylon,  no  one  will  be  excluded,  but  all  will  be  his  subjects."  The  1st  prisoner  on  this  said, 
'*  You  have  spoken  well."  I  afterwards  went  to  Bojahamore  with  the  1st,  2nd,  and  8th 
prisoners,  and  others ;  we  all  went  together  about  an  hour  before  nightfall,  and  crossed  a 
rivulet ;  we  had  a  conversation  together,  the  Ist  prisoner  and  myself,  in  which  he  said,  he  was 
the  eldest  son  of  Gampole  Noyeke  Dewirffo  (which  implies  royal  descent  by  the  mother's 
side)^  but  afterwards  we  met  some  Rhodias,  to  whom  he  represented  himself  by  another 
name  ;  this  was  a  lie,  to  which  he  got  us  to  subscribe.  He  save  one  of  the  Rhodias  a  piece 
of  cloth,  and  then  asked,  ''  What  force  he  had  ?  "  and  the  lUiodia  said  he  had  400  Rhodias, 
and  that  he  was  their  head  man.  The  1st  prisoner  then  asked  if  he  could  bring  them  on  an 
emergfency,  on  which  the  Bhodia  said,  "  he  could  bring  that  number  and  400  more."  I  left 
the  king  at  Bojahamore ;  I  saw  him  afterwards  at  the  same  temple.  The  1st  prisoner  having 
sent  for  me,  said,  "  You  must  go  to  Nuwera  EUia ; "  I  said,  "  Very  well,"  and  I  bore  him 
company  part  of  the  way.  He  asked  me  to  go  with  him,  as  a  person  of  experience,  to  show 
him  the  road  to  Nuwera  Ellia.  On  the  way  we  came  to  a  place  where  there  are  two  roads, 
one  to  Nuwera  Ellia  and  the  other  to  Ouvan ;  and  when  I  charged  him  with  telling  a  lie,  as 
he  said  he  was  going  to  Nuwera  Ellia,  he  said,  "  I  never  tell  the  road  I  am  to  go,  if  I  say 
I  am  going  to  the  north,  I  go  south."  Before  going  the  Ouvah  road  the  1st  prisoner  put  on  a 
mendicant's  dress,  and  put  up  his  turban,  and  said,  *'  Here  I  am  now,  a  mendicant ;  it  was 
after  this  I  charged  him  with  telling  a  lie. 

By  Mr.  JVilmot — There  was  no  sign  of  a  half-moon  on  his  forehead ;  I  examined,  and  saw 
that  he  had  not  the  marks  of  royalty,  and  that  he  had  his  fingers  of  unequal  length.  I  did 
not  see  his  forehead  at  the  pansella,  it  was  covered.  I  did  not  pay  obeisance  to  him.  There 
is  a  suit  in  which  my  mother-in-law  was  engaged ;  the  2nd  prisoner  was  cited  as  witness,  but 
not  examined :  this  was  in  March  last,  but  I  do  not  know  on  whose  side  he  was  called. 

By  Court. -^I  did  not  see  any  obeisance  paid  to  the  1st  prisoner  in  the  pansella. 

By  Jury. — Nobody  went  with  him  to  the  Ouvah  road.  The  journey  to  Ouvah  was  after 
the  new  year.  It  was  six  weeks  after  this  I  first  gave  information  to  Government ;  I  gave  the 
information  at  Nuwera  Ellia,  at  the  Agent's  house,  a  verbal  report ;  I  never  gave  any  written 
report.    The  1st  prisoner  had  been  apprehended  by  this  time. 

William  Bartholomeusz,  Deputy  Fiscal  at  Nuwera  Ellia. — The  2nd  prisoner  was  in  my 
custody  on  a  charge  of  treason  m  June  last.  In  the  Court-house,  before  the  Court  and  at,  he 
said,  **  If  Captain  Kelson  would  let  him  away,  and  as  others  had  given  information  against 
him,  that  he  would  admit  everything."  I  told  this  to  Captain  Kelson.  "  The  witnesses  who 
have  given  evidence  have  said  things  to  put  a  noose  round  my  neck ;  before  they  do,  I  wish 
to  go  before  the  gentlemen  and  state  what  occurred ;"  the  words  were  to  that  effect  which 
2nd  prisoner  used. 

Bq^'ep,  Lance  Corporal. — I  was  one  of  an  escort  to  Badulla,  and  recollect  halting  at  a  place 
on  the  road,  half  a  day's  journey  from  Badulla.  I  met  there  three  men,  Siugalese  men. 
Private  Cader  asked  them  if  they  had  any  rice  to  sell ;  one  of  them  said,  "  I  have  only  cooked 
food."  Cader  took  the  cooked  food,  and  took  it  to  the  corporal.  A  conversation  then  ensued 
as  to  the  wages  or  pay  and  wages  they  received,  and  on  hearing,  he  said  they  should  get  higher 
pay.  The  escort  consisted  of  a  corporal,  sergeant,  and  16  men,  all  of  the  Ceylon  Rifles. 
rTothinff  passed  between  the  men  and  me,  and  I  could  not  recognize  any  of  them  again.  There 
was  noming  wrong  in  what  the  men  said. 

Captain  Kelson,  Deputy  Judge  and  Government  Agent,  Nuwera  Ellia. — I  recollect  the 
investigation  into  this  matter;  it  was  conducted  before  me  as  Deputy  Judge.    The  1st  prisoner 
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CEYLON.         was  brought  up  under  a  warrant  charging  him  with  treason.     He  made  a  statement  to  me  in 

*~"~  my  private  house.     He  was  cautioned  that  it  would  be  taken  down  in  writing,  and  might  be 

used  against  him.     It  was  taken  down  in  writing,  and  signed  by  me  and  two  others,  and  by  the 

1st  pnsoner.     He  expressed  a  wish  to  communicate  with  me  in  private^  and  it  was  then 

I  took  the  statement  in  my  own  house. 

Statement. 

June  28th,  1843.  Before  Capt  C.  Kelson,  Deputy  Judge  of  N.  Ellia,  and  H.  C.  Selby, 
Esquire,  Acting  Deputy  Queen's  Advocate  for  the  central  province,  Chandragcty  Sedeuxmce 
Saranankare  Unanso,  but  who  now  calls  himself  Rajaroo,  who  says  he  wishes  to  make  a 
statement,  and  requests  it  may  be  written  down.  He  is  told  that  what  he  sap  may  be  used 
in  evidence  against  him;  and  says  he  knows  that,  but  that  he  thinks  it  his  duty  to  tell  the 
whole  of  the  truth  for  the  information  of  the  Government.  He  states : — When  I  was  released 
from  Kandy  gaol  in  January  last,  I  went  to  reside  in  Malay-street,  in  Kandy,  when  I  fell  in 
company  with  Ouvah  AUogodde  Punchiralle  and  Dowledenne  Dinguale,  of  Wallepenne,  who 
had  also  before  been  released  from  gaol,  and  proceeded,  accompanied  by  them,  to  Balappe  in 
Hewahette.  I  went  to  the  house  of  Baloppe  Wederale,  and  the  Aratchy  and  the  people  of 
the  village  assembled,  and  decorated  the  house,  and  did  homage  to  me  as  king,  presenting  me 
with  cloms.  Next  morning  the  people  went  to  Marasime,  and  had  the  house  of  Pehenerale 
decorated  for  my  reception,  and  then  conducted  me  thither;  the  Kandewelle  Korale,  accom- 
panied by  many  of  his  people,  came  out  to  meet  me,  and  on  arriving  there  food  was  prepared 
for  me,  and  the  Korale  presented  me  with  a  cloth.  Whilst  at  the  house  of  Pehenerale,  the 
people  came  and  prostrated  themselves  to  me,  and  I  took  down  the  names  of  those  persons 
who  promised  to  furnish  men  when  required;  they  are  Hewehinne  Korale  and  Gademone 
late  itorales.  Those  are  all  I  recollect  now.  I  then  went  to  a  hall  malpe  in  Eohoke  Korle,  and 
lodged  at  the  house  of  the  Aratchy,  which  was  decorated ;  all  the  people  wished  to  come,  but 
I  only  received  a  few.  From  thence  I  went  to  Mataratto,  where  I  staid  one  night.  I  then 
went  to  the  house  of  Badgellarale,  the  Gang  Arachy  of  Tallewille  in  Ouvah,  who  decorated 
his  house,  and  brought  all  his  people,  who  prostrated  to  me,  and  promised  me  their  support 
as  king.     From  thence  I  was  conducted  to  the  house  of  Agathcombere  Satamby,  where  the 

?3ople  came  to  me,  prostrated,  and  promised  their  assistance.  I  was  then  conducted  to 
op^^g^  to  the  house  of  Koocowe  Aratchy.  I  wished  to  go  from  there  to  Dimbalano 
Katerale,  but  the  Topittya  Aratchy  dissuaded  me,  saying  that  the  Katerale  was  in  Govern- 
ment employ,  and  that  I  had  better  not,  as  he  (the  Arat(£y)  would  bring  all  the  Oude  Kende 
people.  I  then  went  to  the  house  of  Pooagahamade  Katadea  in  Badulla,  to  whom  I  had  a 
letter  of  recommendation  from  his  brother,  who  had  been  a  fellow-prisoner  in  Kandy.  Katadea 
was  frightened,  but  brought  a  young  man  (whose  name  I  do  not  recollect),  who  lives  next 
door,  who  promised  to  bring^  the  people  of  Wehillava  to  take  Badulla,  when  I  required, 
through  the  influence  of  the  Durreya  of  Wehellooa,  who  was  his  relation.  The  next  day  I  left 
Badulla  for  Nuwera  Ellia;  I  stopped  on  my  road  at  the  house  of  Willemade  Madoogey 
Vidane  in  Ouvah,  who  promised  to  furnish  me   1000  men  'when  required,  of  which  I  was  to 

S've  him  five  days'  notice.  On  my  arrival  at  Nuwera  Ellia  I  went  into  an  empty  house  in 
e  bazaar.  There  the  constable  saw  me,  and  spoke  to  me.  Whilst  there  a  drunken  low 
countryman  came  and  said,  ^'  You  are  the  person  who  are  making  a  disturbance  in  the  country, 
calling  yourself  the  king."  Thereupon  I  immediately  went  away  to  Hewehette.  On  my  way 
I  met,  near  Fusilana,  a  prince  who  was  searching  for  me ;  1  knew  him  before ;  I  had  become 
acquainted  with  him  in  Kandy  before  I  was  confined  in  gaol ;  I  had  met  him  near  the  Katra- 

Sam  Dewale  at  Kandy ;  he  then  told  me, "  I  am  a  prince,  my  elder  brother  aspires  to  the 
irone  of  Kandy.'*  I  answered,  '*  How  can  you  do  this?*'  He  replied,  "  I  have  spoken  with 
all  the  people  of  the  Kandyan  provinces."  He  then  went  into  the  Dewale.  When  I  met  this 
prince  near  Pusilana  his  elder  brother  was  with  him.  The  elder  speaks  Telegoo  and  another 
language ;  the  younger  speaks  a  little  Singalese  also.  The  elder  Is  the  son  of  M edewahaal 
Deyo ;  the  younger,  the  son  of  Gampola  Wahala  Ramat  Chandere  Deyo,  and  said  they  were 
related  to  the  deposed  king  of  Kandy  as  brothers-in-law.  The  elder  was  born  in  Kandy,  and 
the  younger  on  the  coast,  but  they  both  came,  several  years  ago,  from  the  coast.  They  look 
like  Malabars,  but  disguise  their  dress,  sometimes  going  about  like  Coolies,  and  sometimes 
dressed  as  I  am  now  (with  turban,  and  a  cloth  over  the  shoulders,  and  one  rouBd  the  waist 
and  legs).  They  took  me  to  the  place  where  the  Coolies  live,  on  Mr.  Glenie's  estate  at 
Pusilawe.  I  stayed  two  days  with  them.  The  elder  brother  said  that  he  had  spoken  to 
many  of  the  Malay  soldiers,  and  most  of  the  Kandyans  throughout  the  country,  excepting  in 
the  Nuwera  Ellia  district,  who  bad  all  promised  him  their  assistance ;  and  he  recommended 
his  younger  brother  to  me  to  accompany  him  through  the  Nuwera  Ellia  district  to  the  dif- 
ferent villages.  I  promised  to  do  so.  From  thence  the  young  prince  and  I  went  to  Dellotte, 
to  the  house  of  Salamby  (the  title  of  persons  who  used  to  prepare  the  Kandian  king's  bath). 
He  decorated  his  house,  and  did  honour  due  to  a  prince,  and  conducted  us  to  the  village  of 
Happotile  in  Gandahaay,  Korle  in  Hewahatte.  We  lodged  at  the  Amblam,  which  was  deco- 
rated for  us  by  the  people.  Thence  we  went  to  the  house  of  Pehenerale,  where  I  had  been 
before.  The  house  was  prepared  for  us,  and  we  sat  upon  one  seat  to  receive  the  people  ;  but 
when  Kandewelle  Korale  came  he  said,  that  as  the  prince  was  come  more  respect  must  be 
shown  to  him,  and  a  separate  house  was  prepared  for  him.  A  relation  of  Gallegodde  Dessave, 
late  Ratemahatmeya  of  Maturatte,  came  there  and  said,  '^  This  prince  must  not  be  allowed  to 
be  exposed  to  the  people ;  you  must  go  through  the  country  as  you  have  been  directed,  but  he 
must  be  sent  for  security  into  Kandy."    The  prince  was  accordingly  sent,  accompanied  by 
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Kalutoongey  Appoohamy  into  Kandy.    The  young  prince  is  about  25  years  old,  and  has  a  CEVLON. 

little  beard ;  the  elder  is  37  or  38  years  old,  and  wears  no  beard,  but  is  shaved.     I  sent  a  ""^ 

message  by  Kalutoongey  Appoohamv  to  Gandahaay  Korale,  who  was  then  in  Kandy,  to  come 
immediately  to  me.     The  next  day  I  went  to  Bolappe ;  Bolappe  Aratchy  wanted  to  keep  me 
until  the  Korale  came,  but  in  the  mean  time  Medegama  Gang  Aratchy  came  with  bis  people, 
and  conducted  me  to  his  village ;  then  the  people  of  Gonnagamme  and  Medegamma  assem- 
bled, and  promised  that  they  would  take  one  fort,  viz.,  Badulla  fort.     Hence  I  went  to  the 
house  of  Gandahaay  Korale,  to  see  whether  he  was  come,  and  on  my  way  heard  that  he  was 
not  come,  and  remained  in  the  jungle  at  Happotelle  until  the  next  day,  when  the  Koralle  came 
to  me  in  the  jungle,  and  said  to  me,  '^  I  understand  a  prince  has  come  ;  if  you  bring  him  with 
you,  I  will  get  you  1000  men."     I  accordingly  went  back  to  the  Coolies  lines,  on  Mr.  GIenie*8 
estate,  where  the  young  prince,  when  he  left  me,  said  he  would  go,  and  returned  to  the  road 
near  the  house  of  Gandahaay  Korale  with  the  young  prince,  and  sent  word  to  the  Korale  that 
we  were  come.     He  came  with  about  10  people,  and  conducted  us  to  his  house,  which  he 
decorated.     About  two  hours  after  the  Koraie*s  wife  sent  us  word  that  the  Korale  hud  sent 
for  us  to  betray  us ;  which  I  told  the  prince  in  Telegoo,  who  went  away,  saying  to  me  he  would 
return  to  Pussilowe.     I  remained,  and  the  Korale  gave  me  every  assistance.     He  asked  me 
what  had  become  of  the  prince;  and  I  said  I  had  sent  him  away.     The  Korale  was  vexed  and 
very  sorry.     *^  Where  did  you  send  that  writing  to  ?*'  and  he  replied,  •*  To  Gallegodde  late 
Ratemahatmeya.**     I  then  sent  word  to  Mallodanda  Rattemahatmeya  to  ask  whether  he  was 
faithful  to  the  British,  by  Kandewelle  Koralle ;  and  I  then  went  to  the  house  of  Bogamowa 
Basnaike  Nileme,  and  tibere  Tellegonagedera  brought  me  a  message  from  the  Malagande 
Ratemahatmeya  to  say,  that  all  he  wanted  was  that  I  should  give  him  five  days*  notice  before 
the  attack  was  made  on  Kandy,  to  enable  him  to  remove  his  property,  and  to  communicate  with 
the  other  chiefs.     Korale  told  me  that  the  Ratemahatmeya  has  ordered  all  the  people  of 
Hewahette  not  to  molest  me,  and  had  ordered  all  the  head  men  to  prepare  ammunition,  and 
to  hold  themselves  in  readiness.     At  the  Pansella,  near  Bogammowa  Basnaike  Nilemes,  I  saw 
the  Kohoke  Korale  and  the  Aratchy,  who  promised  assistance.     The  next  day  I  went  to 
Maturatte  Pansella  (Bodeman  Kadde) ;  the  Koralle  of  Maturatte  came  there,  and  promised  to 
furnish  his  people ;  next  day  the  Koralle  brought  all  his  people  to  the  Panselle  to  prostrate, 
which  they  did.     Then  I  went  to  the  house  of  the  Koralle's  fiither,  Appoohamy  Loko  Koralle, 
accompanied  by  Happogey  Vidane  and  the  priest  of  that  Pansella.     The  old  Koralle  said, 
**  You  need  not  have  gone  to  my  son ;  though  I  am  not  in  office,  I  can  get  you  all  the  people ;" 
and  he  prostrated  to  me.     At  the  Pansella  all  the  Maturatte  head  men  attended,  and  promised 
me  their  assistance.    During  the  night  I  left  for  Pusilava,  in  company  with  Happogey  Vidane 
and  the  Maturatte  priest  who  wished   to  see  the  princes.     I  introduced  them,  and  then  went 
with  Happogey  Vidane  to  Oudenewyra  to  the  house  of  Gangodde  Gan^  Aratchy,  who  did  me 
the  usual  honours.     The  Aratchy  said,  "The  princes  have  spoken  witn  all  the  people,  and 
therefore  you  need  not  give  yourself  the  trouble  in  this  district;  and  he  wrote  a  letter  to 
Baganimowa  Basnaike  Nileme,  Meegaswatti  Koralle,  Appoohamy  Koralle,  Kohoke  Koralle, 
Msikarupe  Unanse,  and  Dimmeletotte  Unanse,  to  inform  that  they  were  ready  with  their 
people  to  join  them  at  any  time  with  five  days'  notice,  which  letter  was  given  to  Happogey 
Vidane  to  deliver   to  them.     It    was   said  in   the   letter  that  20,000   people  were  ready. 
Then  I  went  to  Yattenevere,  where  the  priest  Ereyagamme  advised  me  not  to  go   into 
Kandy.      I   sent  a   guide   with   me  by  another   route  into   Harispattoo.      Then  1    went 
into  seven  Korles,  where  I  saw  a  Koralle  (whose  name  I  have  forgotten).     [On  reading 
this  statement  over  to  the  party,  he  says :] — "  I  now   recollect  the  Koralle's  name ;    it  is 
Kolumbulla  MooUa  Korale,"  at  a  village  in  Pahaledolos  Pattoo,  to  whom  I  said,  "  You  have 
got  1000  men,  will  you  give  them  to  me?"  which  he  promised  to  do.     The  next  day  I  went 
to  four  Korles  and  sent  a  message  by  Kooroone  Vidahn  to  Molligodde,  to  ask  whether  he  was 
faithful  to  the  British  or  not?     I  then  received  no  answer.     From  the  four  Korles  I  returned 
through  the  seven  Korles  into  Harispattoo,  where  I  saw  the  Basnaike  Nileme,  who  is  at  the 
head  of  Morope  Dewale  in  Kotmale,  who  said  he  would  not  only  furnish  me  with  men  himself 
but  would  speak  to  Gereyagamma  Ratemahatmeya  to  do  so  also,  and  that  he  had  to  go  to 
Kotmale  to  settle  a  dispute  as  to  the  boundary  between  Temple  and  Government  lands. 
From  thence  I  returned  into  the  seven  Korles,  and  went  to  the  house  of  Wetowe  Koralle,  who 
told  me  he  was  ready  to  furnish  his  people  whenever  required.     I  returned  to  Happogodde 
Pansela  in  Harispattoo  ;  there  Tumpane  Katerale*s  son  came  to  me  and  promised  to  furnish 
men.     Then  I  went  again  to  the  Aratchy's  house  in  Oudenewera,  with  one  AUe  KoUeange 
Banda.    Thence  I  went  to  Paleagamma  Lekam,  promised  to  get  all  the  Moormen  of  that 
place.     From  there  I  went  to  Ounantone  Satamby's  house,  who,  with  the  rest  of  the  people 
there,  promised  to  assist     Next  day  1  went  to  Bogammowe,  Basnaike,  Nelimes,  and  thence 
into  Maturatte,  to  the  village  Welleyerea,  as  the  people  wished  to  see  me.    They  all  assembled 
at  the  Pansella  and  paid  me  homage.     Thence  I  was  conducted  to  the  Old  Koralle's  Pansella, 
where  I  was  protected  for  several  days.     I  was  then  conducted  to  Maturatte  Pansella,  where 
I  remained  until  Bogamowa  Basnaike  Nileme  returned  from  Nuwere  Ellia,  where  he  had 
been  as  a  witness.     I  went  with  him  to  Bogammowa,  and  there  made  acquaintance  with  a 
Rhodiah,  called  Girowe,  who  promised  to  get  all  the  Rhodiahs  of  Ouwah  and  Wallepene,  and 
to  whom  I  gave  a  Topote  cloth.     I  then  went  again  the  same  day  to  Bogamowa  Basnaike 
Nileme's  house,  and  the  Maturatte  and  Kohoke  people  wished  me  to  send  for  the  prince.     I 
went  and  brought  him.     Then  the  people  of  those  districts  began  to  make  gunpowder  and 
balls.     The  prince  and  myself  supenntended  the  making  of  the  gunpowder  at  the  Basnaike's 
house,  and  at  a  place  near  his  nouse  where  there  was  a  fiat  stone,  it  being  dry  weather. 
When  we  were  al»ent  the  work  was  superintended  by  the  Korale  and  Aratchy.     Two  parrabs 
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CKTLON.  of  gunpowder  were  made,  and  BOO  balls  -were  brought  lay  Hippoda  Puodfiralle,  and  fRie 

*""*  Bunda,  a  nephew  of  the  Basuaike^B.   This  ammnnition  wvs  althnately  taken  into  Aroekwottae^ 

and  j^ven  in  jcfaai^ge  to  Gallinde  Aratcfay.  At  this  thne,  Ledepttja  Muhotlate,  t>r  "KarUe,  af 
Keheledobloqpattoo  in  seven  Xnnrle^  canffi  there  and  said,  "*'  MoHigodde  ^ays  lie  lias  been 
appoiated  to  a  situation  which  is  not  worth  as  much  as  what  the  aitiratiou  df  Kalawitte 
Cangahn  was^wocfh  in  fhe  1dn^  iime^  and  he  -was^aitine  for,  or  expetHaog  a  Kan^an  1sing; 
and  that  he  (MoUigodde)  wotild  be  ready  to  asaist  me,  and  I  mast  theosefore  tdse  erarage,  and 
that  he  would  ampfoy  some  of  ins  peope  at  Wordcopp^e  so  as  not  to  jxrrmit  people  to  pass 
and  repass,  and  raathe  would  attack  and  destroy  '^K!aigaJle,'  and  come  witti  aUhispBopIe  to 
Kandy,  advising  me  to  take  care  of  myself  in  this  jmrt  of  the  countryr*  Then  the  prtnee  and 
1  were  conducted  to  Happawate.  Next  day  fhe  Bamsitke  Nileme  tnme'ftiere  witk  flie  WeHe- 
gerea  people.  Who  asked  what  1  wanted  them  to  do  besides  to  go  to  war?— Ihat  they  had  plenty 
of  guns  and  anmiunttion,  and  how  nraob  sboidd  they  bring?  I  ordered 'fliosepeople  to  brti^ 
each  man  his  gun,  two  bottles  of  powder,  and  Imlls :  Aey  said  they  would.  Then  we  went  to 
Banketty  Aratdiy's  elder  brother^s  bouse.  The  Bankecty  Aratchr  was  then  absent:  there  we 
made  about  half  a  parrah  of  gunpowder.  Then  the  Basnaike  Nibme  came  and  saSd,  some 
people  of  Doombra  expected  us  at  the  ferry.  The  powder  was  left  at  the  bouse.  On  our 
roaa  the  PaneTle  .people  crowded  to  us  for  ttie  purpose  df  prostrating.  At  the  ferry,  on  tKs 
side,  we  found  Wenderowe  Korale  and  many  of  ms  people  waiting  foriis.  He  said  bis  people 
could  not  assist  me  publicly,  but  would  privately;  that  all  the  people  of  the  Medeeei^iattoQ,  be 
could  employ  to  go  either  to  Badiilla  or  Kandy.  Then  I  sent  the  prinee  to  Kan^  with  the 
people  that  came  from  Ampitya.  The  prince  puts  up  at  the  Katbragam  Bewole  ro  Kandy. 
The  next  day  I  returned  to  Happaware,  and  some  of  the  people,  with  swords,  accompanied  me 
for  my  protection.  From  this,  after  waiting  .some  days,  I  went  to  WaOepeuny  with  Koode- 
vodane,  who  carried  a  man's  load  of  gunpowder ;  one  Wederale  carried  a  bundle  of  swonb, 
and  anotlier  bundle  of  powder  was  carried  bjr  Kunnardegolla  Mohandiram.  We  went  to 
'Koodavidahn'sliouse,  who  presented  me  with  a  sword,  a  white  Thnreva  cloth,  a  iilver-imountBd 
cbambo,  a  jacket,  and  another  cloth.  That  night  pvqpte  came  and  conducted  me  to  f^atbaa- 
£amma,  when,  on  jnv  arrival,  I  sent  for  Gallinde  AnSdiy,  and  delivered  the  anmmnitionlo 
him  as  I  have  ailreaiSy  stated,  who  gave  it  in  chaise  of  the  Arodkwatte*  people.  Thenl  went 
to  Arookwattee,  where  I  made  powder  at  the  house  of  Garroowa,  haviifg  received  sahpetre 
and  sah  for  that  purpose  from  Kudoo  Tidahne.  When  the  powder  was  mamrfactin^,  wcfaidh 
I  delivered  also  1o  Gallinde  Aratchy,  I  and  two  other  persons  then  weat  to  brii^  the  we^xins 
that  were  left  at  Happaware ;  we  took  the  weapons  and  bullets  and  hid  them  in  JUegoTle 
Kelle  jungle  in  Hewahette.  From  thence  I  went  to  Bogammowa,  and  people  from  Ouwah 
came  to  see  me  and  tell  me  that  all  the  Ouwah  people  were  ready  to  assist  me :  their  names 
are  PalleweUe  Pasingedere  Appoohamy  and  Pallewelle  Ekenaike  Koolatonga  Appoohamy ; 
I  promised  to  come  to  them.  "From  Boganomowa  I  went  to  Panella ;  and  on  coming  to  die 
water  course  I  sat  down,  and  sent  for  Banketty  Aratchy ;  they  came  with  several  oChoES, 
bringing  provisions;  they  asked  When  I  intended  to  goto  war?  I  did  not  answer  them  irtien 
they  asked,  "  What  shall  we  do  about  Andrewewe  Korale  V  I  said,  "  We  will  go  and  seize  him, 
and  then  we  can  see :  I  will  offer  him  a  situation  and  induce  him  to  join  us."^  Iminketty  Aratdiy 
said,  '*  If  you  call  him  to  the  place,  I  will  kill  him.^'  I  then  told  the  people  to  assemble  at 
Gomedely  to  go  to  Andrewewe's,  Paiielle  people  came  to  Gomedeley  with  several  guns,  and 
sent  for  me,  I  went  to  a  certain  field  at  Gomedeley  and  the  pople  prostrated.  They  then 
asked  me  if  I  would. go  to  Andrewewe's?  I  thought  the  people  would  kill  him,  and  therefore 
refused.  Then  Banketty  Aratchy  said,  ''Some  of  my  paddy  and  properly  is  at  Andrewewe's, 
and  if  you  kill  him  let  me  have  my  property,'*  and  he  gave  me  a  man,  cailled  Ensallarowe 
Appoo,  to  attend  upon  me.  That  night  I  staid  at  Gomedely.  Galinde  Aratchy  came  there  and 
said,  "  We  wish  to  ascertain  whether  the  Malay  soldiers  are  ready  to  join  us."  Then  I  and 
four  other  persons  went  to  BaduUa,  when  I  met  on  the  road  Arooma  Dureya,  who  promised 
to  furnish  me  60  able  young  men.  I  went  to  the  house  of  PoowakgoddeMooleBaanaike  Kale 
at  BaduUa,  and  told  him  to  come  with  dl  his  men  and  guns  when  required,  which  he  consented 
to  do.  I  went  to  the  Malay  lines  but  could  not  speak  to  the  soldiers,  as  I  had  no  opporlnnity 
of  speaking  to  the  Malay  officer.  I  went  to  the  village  Milegastenne,  intending  to  return  the 
next  day  to  the  lines :  on  my  way  there  I  met  Mr.  Layard  and  another  gentleman,  and  ailfhough 
I  covered  my  face  Mr.  Layard  recognized  and  spoke  to  me.  I  proceeded  to  Milegastenne  to 
the  house  of  Gammahay,  Which  was  decorated,  and  ihere  I  staid  that  night.  I  told  the 
Gammahay  to  tell  Rambepotte  Dessawe  that  I  woiild  let  him  know  the  exact  day  I  was 
coming  to  Badulla ;  and  to  be  prepared  with  his  people,  which  Gammahay  promised  to  do.  I 
never  received  any  answer  from  Rambepotte  Dessawe.  I  did  not  go  back  to  Badulla  to  speak  to 
the  soldiers,  as  toe  river  rose.  The  next  day  I  left  Milegastenne,  and  on  my  way  back  met 
Ballagolla  Satamby,  who  took  me  to  his  house,  where  I  remained  two  days.  He  p;*omised  me 
assistance  at  a  river  which  was  swollen ;  on  my  way  I  met  a  Malay  escort  wbich  was  ta*king  am- 
munition to  Badulla ;  1  spoke  with  them  in  "Malay,  sayii^  thatl^had  been  to  Badulla  on  purpose 
to  speak  to  them,  and  asked  them  where  their  corpocal  was  ?  who  was  pointed  out  to  me.  1  gave 
him  some  betel,  and  I  said,  ''It  is  my  intention  to  come  to  Badulla  to  war,  will  you  join  me?" 
Tthe  corporal  asked,  "  What  pay  will  you  give  us  ?*'  1  asked  one  of  the  soldiers  What  pay 
tney  got  now?  He  answered,  "  Some  get  15,  some  20  dollars,  out  of  which  we  have  to  pay 
for  our  clothing,  Ac,  leaving  us  about  eight  dollars,  which  is  insufficient.**  I  promised  to  pay 
each  soldier  51.  per  month,  and  the  officers  in  proportion.  The  soldiers  said,  ''There  is  only 
one  gun  in  Badulla,  and  that  we  can  overturn,  and  only  one  gentleman  in  the  fort  attached  to 
the  troop/*  There  were,  as  I  remember,  about  eight  Malays.  From  thence  I  proceeded  to 
the  house  of  Wellemoede  Vidane,  who  immediately  supplied  me  with  rice,  and  conducted  one 
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toL  the  river,  whidi  I  croBsed^  and  went  to  the  bouse  of  PoUervelle  Jaaingidere  Agpooham;.  CRTLOM. 

I  sent  for  Ekeneike  Ap^oobamy^  and  then^two  persons  decorated  tiie  house  and.  collected  about  """" 

3Q.:ftttfiB^  who  did  me  the  usual  honour.  The  next  Jiaj  I  arrived  at  GaUiride  Aratchy'ia,  and 
deiijrered  seven  cloths  to  him  to  take  charge  of  for  me.  Immediately  Wedderale*s  house  was 
provided  fbc  me,  and  the  granary  for  my  people.  Next  night  I  was  conducted  to  Palloe- 
gamma,  and  on  the  way  stopped  at  Arookwatte,  where  I  took  my  rice  and  proceeded  to  the 
houstt  of  Haby  Vidane^  at  Gontiedele^  From  this  time  the  people  of  Wellepenne  began  to 
come  to  me.  i  returned  to  Araokwalie,.and  ordered  the  head  men  of  Wallepenny  to  meet  there 
oaa  eertain  day.  About  two^thirds  o£  Andrewe  Korale's  people  came ;  most  of  the  people  of 
Amhaogy^elle,  in  all  about  500  people,  assenftbled  on  two  occasions.  Here  I  was  informed 
that  Andcewewe  ha(l  been  making,  an  attempt  to  seise  me ;  then  I  gjsure  10  swords  to  10  people^ 
and  X0ok  one  myself,,  and  said,.  I  was  ready  to  meet  him.  Several  of  the  peopla  said  An^- 
drewemra  must  be  seized,  and  some  ofiered  to  dioot  him ;.  but  I  told  them.not,  ana  said  if  thej 
killed  him.1  would  give  information.  Amhangwelle  people  said/'  Don!tgo  to  seize  hiaiwithout 
us/*  I  asked^  "  Why  ? '  They  said,  *'  Because  he  is  a  strong  man,  and  has  assistance.*'  L 
thought  if  I  took  any  of  these-  people  thev  would  Kill  Andrewewe,  and  therefore  I;  went  and 
teok  with,  me  Hewehette  people.  I  leh  the  Hewefaette  people  near  Andrewewe's,  and  went 
myself,  with  U^>aagev  Dingerale  at  a  guide,  to  Ambaogwelie.  On  my  road  I  called  at  the 
Deseave's,  and  when  1  entered  the  compound,  the  Dessave's  messenger  asked  who  T  was?  t 
anewered,.  '*  Don*t.ask  me  who  I.  am.;  I  am  a  servant  on.  the  coffee  estate."  Then  Ulpangey 
Dingecallesoidf  "  L  will  tell  the  Desaave  you  are  here,"  and  he  told  the  messenger  who  I  was 
who  went  into  the  house..  I  stood  in^  the  compound,  and  the  Dessave  came  as  far  as  the 
Pilah  and  looked  at  me,  and  a.mesiBenfl^r  came  to  me  and  said,, "  The  Dessave  says  wiiy  did 
yxui  come  alone?  AAdceweivre  is  a  Bad  man,  and  I  know  all  the  Wallepenny  people  will  join 
you,  but  if  jQu  seize  him,  seize  me  also ;''  meaning  that  when  I  went  to  war  I  should  make  a 
prisoner  of  liim,  as  if  he  was  againstme,  whilst  he  was  on  my  side..  Then  Isaid  to  the  Dessave^ 
''  You  will  see  what  I  will  do  to  Andrewewe  to-night."  I  theawent  to  'Bppogalle  Ratterale. 
Tippogolle  Rallerale  and  others  ware*  ready  to  receive  me.  The  Rattersde  aad  Bbrrogdle 
GangEtterale  eommunicati^  my  arrival  to  all  the  people;  Windewewe  Unnanse  was  also 
there.  la  about  an  hour  all  the  people  assembled.  Borro42^de  Keralle  did  not  come,,  but  his- 
son. came;  the  whole  of  the  house  was> decorated  Tippogolle  Ratteralle  presented  me  with 
two  cloths,  worth  together  6/.,  one  with  a  gold  border.  Borrogdle  gang  Etteralle  presented  me 
with  the  cloth  I  liave  on  now  (a  spotted  red  cloth).  I  gave  the  Ratterale  the  two  cloths  to 
take  caia  of  for  me.  Then  I.  said  ti>  Rasmigolle  Aratchy^  "  People  from:  seven  districts  have 
come  to  seize  Andrewew^  themfoKe  you  must  bring  some  Ambangu'elle  people  to  help  us." 
He  said  aa  Andrewewe  is  seized  or  killed,  let  me  know,  and  I  mU  bring  atl  my  people  ta 
Warellepattenna  to  ga  taN^iweraEUia,  and  if  you  cannot  seize  him^gorto  Warrdlepattena  and 
wait  for  me."  Thea  most  of  the  people  wished  ta  accompany  me  to  Andrewewe*s;  but  I 
selected  a  few,,  and  deared  the  others  to  remain.  I  only  tack  such  people  as  I  wanted  to  carry 
the  rice.  Tippogolle  Satterale  and  Rasmagolle  Aratcny  said,  **  We  are  brothers-in-law,  and 
WA  will  supply  you  with,  sufficient  ammunition  to  enable  you  tatake  Neura  Ellia  and  BaduUa.'* 
I  had  been  to  Galinde  KocaUe's  (m  the  Singalase  New  Year*s«>day  (11  April),  and  on  the 
occasion  of  which  I  am  now  speaking  Rasmagolle  said,  ''  I  have  informed  the  agent  that  you 
were  at  GaUinde  Korale's  on  New  x  ear*s-day,  and  the  Dessave  and  Andrewewe  have  also 
reported  tO'  him  the  same  circumstance."  He  added» ''  I  did  all  this  not  faithfully  to  the 
British  Government,  but  am  ready  to  accompany  you  wherever  you  require  rae.**  Tbere  were 
collected  at  the  Ratterale's  <»i  this  occasion  about  300  peq^e^  who  all  came.and  prostrated  to 
me,  and  wem  ready  to  go  to  war.  I  thea  went  with,  the  people  I  had  selected  to  the  Amblam, 
near  the  Korundasya,.  where  I  had  left  the  Hewette  })eople,  about  4SX  of  whom  I  had.  brought 
with  me,  and  the  remainder,  consisting  of  six  or  eight  people,  hadjoined  us  oat  he  raad.  About 
five  Singalase  bouG&  before  sunrise,  we  got  to  the  Amblam.  The  Ambangwelle  people  said, 
''  We  must  not  eat  cue  rice  till  Andrewewe  is  seized;'*  but  I  said,  *'  Take  your  rice, '  which  we 
did»  About  two  hours. befbra  sunrise  we  started  for  Andrewewe's.  I  had  sent  a  noan  the  day 
before  to  see  if  Aaidaewewe  was  at  home,,  who  never  returned.  When  we-got  to  Andrewewe*s 
it  was  about  one  hour  before  sunrise.  I  placed  some  people  round  the  house,  and  T  sat  down 
oa  a  flat  stone  in  the  compound  on  which  a  white  cloth  had  been  spread.  Aiter  day-break  I 
s|M>ke  to  the  people  who  were  in  the  house  ;  there  was  a.  low  countrymaa  (Grooronanse)  and 
soni0  Kandyans  in  the  house.  I  adced  Uxr  thft  Korale.  Gooronanse  answered  me«  *'  300  or 
400  people^  with  a. king,  were  coming,  to  seize  him,  and  he  ran  off."  I  inquired  for  his  family, 
and  diey  came  to  me  from  another  house,  bowing  to  me,  and  begging  me  not  to  kiE  them.  I 
called  them,  near,  and  adied  Aundrewewe's  wife  where  the  Ejorale  waa?  She  told  me  he 
had  run  away  vAien  he  got  intelligence  that  people  were  coming  to  kill  him  and  bum  his 
house.  I  said,  "  I  waa  told  Andcewewe  wanted  to  seise  me,  and  therefoie  I  came  to  see 
and  speak  to  him,  and  not  witli  any  intention  of  injuring  kim."  I  then  desired  the  people  to 
return  to  their  villages,  and  I  returned  to  Koorundoi-af  a,  taking  with  me  my  own  people. 
A  man  who  was  with  mcwhona  the  people  called  a  Malay,  but  who  is  an  active  smart 
man  from  Ouvah  (who  had  brought  me  a  letter  from  Halpe  Koralle,.  hia  brother  the  Mo- 
hottale,  EUewewe  Koralle^  Bibella  RatteraUe,,  and  Weleweya  KoraUe„  and  aome  other  head 
men,  ei^ht  in  number,  promising  me  assistance  for  the  war)^  remained  behind  with  U^;»ngey 
Dinsirtdle.  This  Ouvah  man  was  with  me  for  30  days,  and  is  still  in  my  service^  and  the 
day  I  was  appmhended  I  had  sent  him  rato  seven  korles.  Then  Andrewewe*s  wife  sent  a 
messaffe  to  me,  that  she  was  preparing  rice  for  me^but  I  sent  word  I  didnot  warn  it.  A  maa 
from  Andrewewe'a  came  and  told  me  that  messeoguFS  fronoi  the  Dessase  had  been  there  and 
frightened  these  two  people,  saying,  they  would  seiza  them^  and  anodier  maa  canoe  and  tcld 
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CBYLON.  me  that  the  Dessave  was  very  angry  that  I  staid  there  until  the  mornhig,  for  that  if  I  had 

done  my  business  properly  I  shoidd  have  done  it  in  the  night.     When  the  Ouvah  man  rejoined 

me,  we  proceeded  to  Hewehette  that  day ;  and  at  a  village  which,  I  think,  is  called  Pallewelle, 
I  desired  the  Aratchy  to  provide  rice  for  my  people,  about  30  in  number ;  which  he  did.  We 
then  crossed  a  river,  when  I  met  a  man  with  a  gun,  who  proved  to  be  the  Aratchy*s  broAer-in- 
law^  whom  I  seized,  for  coming  before  roe  with  a  gun,  but  at  the  river  I  dismissed  him  with 
his  gun,  and  all  the  people.  Then  I  went  to  Bogamowa  and  staid  there  one  night.  From 
thence  I  went  to  Oudewatte,  and  thence  to  Kimbolganlotte,  which  is  on  the  borders  of  Doom- 
bera,  on  this  side  of  the  river.  I  crossed  the  river,  and  Besat  off  one  of  the  people  to  tell  the 
Eorale  of  Wenderowe  and  Pitty  Godde  people  of  my  arrival,  that  they  should  come  and  meet 
me ;  next  morning  about  40  men  from  Pitty  Godde  came,  among;  others  the  brother  of  the 
Korale  of  Wenderowe,  and  brought  two  men,  with  a  load  of  provisions  each  for  me.  When  I 
had  seen  them  I  permitted  them  to  return  to  their  villages.  About  an  hour  after  dark  the 
people  of  Wedeaseapattoo  and  the  Gang  Aratchy  came  and  took  rice  across  the  river ;  I  then 
returned  to  this  side  of  the  river,  having  appointed  a  day  when  I  would  be  with  them.  The 
next  day  I  came  to  Arookwattee.  and  there  I  learnt  that  the  affair  at  Andreuewe's  had  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  agent ;  about  five  hours  after  a  person  came  to  me,  saying,  he  had 
a  message  from  the  Dessave,  that  Andrewewe  Korale  had  communicated  to  the  agent  what 
had  taken  place,  and  that  the  Dessave  had  told  the  agent  that  nothing  of  the  kind  could 
happen  without  his  knowledge,  and  that  it  was  ail  nonsense,  and  that  until  he  had  satisfied  the 
agent  of  that,  I  should  keep  quiet.  I  told  him,  thereupon,  to  tell  the  Dessave  that  I  would. 
I  then  ordered  all  the  people  of  that  Aratchv  Wassam  to  come  to  me  immediately  with  their 

Sms;  they  came,  and  with  them  I  went  to  Fanella,  through  Banketty  Aratchy.  I  sent  for  all 
e  people,  giving  him  a  painted  stick  to  show  to  the  people.  Banketty  Aratchy  prepared  rice 
for  me,  and  Megamuia  Aratchy  for  the  people.  There  were  assembled  about  260  people. 
Those  Aratchys,  said  '*  Koomalgamoa  Aratchy  is  a  friend  of  Andnwewe's,  and  you  must  send 
for  him  ;*'  which  I  did  by  Wendewewe  Unanse ;  he  came,  bringing  30  of  his  people,  and  all 
prostrated.  I  said  to  him,  *'you  must  get  ready  immediately  to  go  to  war."  The  people  said, 
*'  we  have  now  our  paddy  in  our  threshing-floors,  but  to-morrow  we  will  go  with  you."  Ban- 
katty  Aratchy  brought  me  his  two  guns,  and  one  of  them  he  wished  to  take  home,  which  I 
allowed ;  and  the  other  I  gave  to  one  of  my  people;  then  I  dismissed  all  the  people,  telling 
them  to  be  ready  the  next  evening.  I  then  desired  Bankatty  Aratchy  to  conduct  me  to  Tere- 
paha  village,  one  of  the  people  whom  I  wished  to  take  with  me,  said,  he  could  not  go,  as  his 
child  was  ill ;  I  told  him,  that  if  he  did  not  hold  his  tongue  I  would  hang  him.  On  our  way  to 
Terepaha,  Bankatty  Aratchy  ran  forward  and  brought  a  gun  belonging  to  Gomedeley  Hamy 
Vidane.  I  took  the  gun  from  him  and  gave  it  to  another,  and  gave  him  a  push,  saying,  •'  Go 
to  Terepaha ;  I  must  take  an  account  of  all  the  guns,  and  distribute  them  among  the  people." 
He  then  ran  towards  Terepaha,  but  never  came  back,  and  I  did  not  see  him  again  ;  then  1  did 
not  go  to  Terepaha,  thinking  the  Andrewewa's  affair  was  public,  but  returned  to  Arookwatte, 
where  I  gave  each  man  his  gun  and  dismissed  the  people.  I  thought  all  this  would  cause  a 
warrant  to  be  issued  for  my  apprehension,  and  therefore  crossed  into  Doombera.  The  next  day 
I  swam  across  the  river  into  Doombera,  it  being  swollen,  and  Wendewewe  Korale,  with  20  of 
his  people,  came  and  helped  my  people  to  cross.     That  night  I  lodged  at  the  house  of  Ambe- 

faspitty  Laham,  and  Wendewewe  Korale,  his  son,  and  the  Lakam  rendered  me  assistance, 
'rem  thence  I  went  to  Medeaspattoo ;  on  my  way  I  met  a  son  of  Katcheneyeke  Deyo,  called 
Newera  Kalawe  Mohattale,  who  was  searching  for  me;  Katcheneyeke  Deyo  is  a  brother-in-law 
of  the  deposed  king,  but  not  one  of  the  pretenders.  The  Mohattale  said  he  could  get  nie  a 
million  of  people,  and  all  he  wanted  was  one  of  my  people  to  accompany  him.  I  said,  "  I  will 
give  you  an  answer  to-morrow  morning,  I  am  now  going  to  Medeseapattoo."  I  went  there, 
and  about  30  people  came  to  meet  me,  and  there  I  lodged  that  night,  where  a  house  was 
decorated  for  me ;  then  Wedekanse  promised  to  get  the  people  of  32  villages,  of  Panea  people, 
to  join  me;  next  morning  I  sent  for  the  Korale  and  all  his  people,  whom  my  messenger  met 
on  the  road  coming  to  me  at  a  hut  at  Belewatte,  and  I  said,  ^'  Korale,  you  must  assemble  your 
people  immediately.*'  He  replied,  **  1  will  get  all  my  people  to-morrow  morning,  and  if  you 
want  to  make  war,  do  it  immediately,  as  there  is  a  warrant  out  against  me  for  30/.,  and  1  want 
the  thing  to  be  done  before  I  am  caught."  Next  day  I  went  to  Pitty  Godde,  and  lodged  there, 
sending  for  two  Nilemesof  Madoogalle  to  come  to  me ;  they  came  immediately.  1  asked  them 
whether  they  could  get  all  the  people  of  Doombera  and  Gampoh^  for  me ;  they  promised  to  do 
so,  and  said,  that  as  soon  as  I  commenced  the  war  they  would  cause  the  Ratterales  of  Doom- 
bera to  make  the  attack  on  Kandy.  Bamberebedde  Gang  Aratchy  also  came  to  me  there, 
and  told  me,  one  Bander,  a  constable,  with  some  Peons,  was  searching  for  me,  I  had  better 
conceal  myself.  I  said,  *'  I  don't  care  for  those  people  ;'*  he  went  away.  On  this  I  sent  a 
message  to  the  M edeseapattoo  Korale  not  to  bring  his  people  on  the  day  I  had  appointed ;  I 
also  dismissed  the  two  Nilemes.  Next  morning  I  went  to  Maddooualle  Nileme's  house,  but 
stopped  near  the  house,  and  sent  for  him.  The  two  Nilemes  came  and  took  me  to  their  house, 
and  prepared  for  me  an  up-stair  room,  decorating  it  and  spreading  cloths  for  me  to  walk  on ; 
from  there  I  despatched  the  Ouvah  man  and  a  priest,  with  one  Motieltalle,  to  the  seven  korles, 
to  bring  within  15  days  the  people  of  seven  korles,  Haripattoo,  and  Matele;  that  priest  had 
come  to  me  from  seven  korles  to  say,  that  all  the  people  there  were  ready  to  join  me.  From 
the  Nileme*s  house  I  returned  towards  Wallepanny  to  commence  again,  in  case  no  warrant  had 
been  issued  against  me.  On  coming  to  Kehelle,  I  saw  Gandahay  Koiale  and  some  Malays, 
who  were  drinking  coffee;  I  knew  they  were  waiting  to  seize  me.  After  some  conversation 
with  the  korale,  in  which  I  upbraided  him  for  his  treachery,  I  and  my  followers  were  seized. 
I  have  now  only  to  add  that  when  I  was  in  gaol  I  was  apprehended  for  no  cause  and  without  a 
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warrant,  and  I  then  told  Government  the  state  of  the  country,  but  they  would  not  believe  me,  but         CRYLON. 
believed  false  witnesses ;  therefore  as  soon  as  I  was  released,  I  determined  to  convince  them  "~~ 

that  I  was  right,  and  for  that  purpose  joined  myself  to  the  disaffected  parties,  that  by  assisting 
them  I  might  convince  the  Government  that  all  the  Kandyans  are  rebels.  My  purpose  was 
not  to  tell  anything  until  I  was  apprehended ;  for  if  I  had,  I  was  sure  the  Government  would 
not  have  believed  me :  my  apprehension  will  not  stop  the  rebellion  unless  the  two  princes  are 
seized.  If  the  Government  wish  to  keep  Kandy.  they  should  place  cannon  and  lights  at  the 
four  entrances,  with  a  guard  at  each  of  English  soldiers,  but  not  soldiers  of  any  other  nation, 
and  they  should  call  in  all  the  guns  which  the  Kandyans  possess,  and  prevent  tne  sale  of  gun- 
powder and  flints,  and  lastly,  not  to  trust  a  Kandyan  of  any  kind. 

Signed  (in  Singalese)  by  the  prisoner. 

The  foregoing  statement  was  freely  and  voluntarily  made  by  the  party  whose  name  is  above- 
written,  and  having  been  interpreted  and  read  over  to  him  was  signed  in  our  presence. 

(Signed)         C.  Kelson,  Deputy  Judge. 
Interpreted  by  me,  H.  C.  Selbt. 

(Signed)        W.  Perbra. 

1st  September,  1843. — In  the  District  Court  of  Nuwera  EUia. — Before  Captain  C.  Kelson, 

Deputy  Judge. 

The  Queen 
versus 

1.  Mettewelle  Aya  Basnaike  Nileme. 

2.  Polweatte  Aratchy. 

3.  Happogey  Vidahna. 

4.  Wendewewe  Henrale  (late  a  priest). 

5.  Garasamana,  or  Coppe  Watte  Banda. 

The  prisoners  are  warned  that  anything  they  may  wish  to  state  before  the  order  for  committal 
issues  will  be  taken  down ;  but  that  such  statement  must  be  voluntary^  and  that  it  will  be 
evidence  against  them. 

1st  prisoner,  Basnaike  Nileme,  says, ''  I  have  nothing  to  state ;  that  person  came  and  stayed 
and  ate  at  my  house.** 

2nd  prisoner,  Aratchy. —  *'  On  a  certain  day,  morning  of  the  5th  June,  in  coming  from 
my  chana  I  met  several  persons  on  the  road,  viz.  (seven  names),  and  others  with  the  person 
calling  himself  '  king,'  who  desired  me  to  accompany  him  to  Ambany welle.  I  went  as  far 
as  the  Koorunda  Oya,  there  I  remained.  The  Rajoora  and  some  others  went  towards  Walle- 
panny.  After  dark  we  went  to  Kalle  Komdere,  to  the  house  of  Goddeyedere  Vidahn  ;  I  said 
to  him,  *  We  are  going  to  the  house  of  Andrewewe  Koralle,  is  there  rice  or  anything  prepared 
for  us  there  ? '  Vidahny  said,  '  Don't  talk  so  loud,  the  Korale  does  not  know  that  you  are 
going  there ;  rice  is  prepared  for  you  here.'  I  said,  '  Your  rice  is  no  good,  and  so  1  cannot 
come.'  Before  I  went  away,  I  told  Happogey  Vidahn  to  tell  Andrewewe  Koralle  that  I  had 
done  so." 

(Signed)         W.  Pbrera,  Interpreter. 

3rd  prisoner. — ^''On  Monday  the  5th  of  June  I  went  to  my  uncle  Egoddegedere  Vidahn ; 
about  10  hours  after  some  people  came  there.  I  went  out  and  asked  who  they  were ;  they 
said,  *  We  came  to  Wallupany  for  a  certain  purpose.'  Amon^  them  was  a  man  they  called 
'  Java,'  with  a  sword.  Java  said  to  me,  '  Do  you  know  there  is  the  king  ?'  I  said,  *  I  have 
heard  so,  but  I  have  not  seen  him.'  Java  said,  '  He  is  come  here  now,  are  you  faithful  to 
him?'  I  said,  'Yes.'  He  said,  *  Is  this  your  relations*  house,  and  are  they  also  faithful?* 
I  said,  'Yes.'  The  Java  said  he  had  something  private  to  say.  'What  is  it,'  I  said  ;  he  said, 
*The  rebellion  is  come  to  seize  Andrewewe  Koralle,  don't  allow  any  one  to  tell  him.'  I,  how- 
evtr,  went  out,  and  told  one  Kaloo  Nayde,  and  then  returned  to  my  uncle's.  I  then  went  with 
those  people  to  Tippogodde  Amblam,  and  we  remained  there  two  or  three  hours,  when  the 
Rajoora  and  others  came  there.  They  took  rice,  and  then  went  as  far  as  the  Rattekandora 
Ova,  when  the  day  broke,  and  then  most  part  of  the  people  went  away.  The  king  and  a  few 
others,  of  whom  I  was  one,  went  to  the  house  of  Andrewewe  Koralle.  The  Rajaroo  asked  if 
the  Koraller  was  at  home,  the  people  there  said  he  was  not ;  he  desired  them  to  call  him,  but 
they  said  nobody  knew  where  he  was ;  then  we  went  to  Wattemoolle  Amblam,  thence  to  the 
Kooranda  Oya.  A  good  many  people  assembled  there.  Some  asked  *  where  the  Rajaroo 
was  goin^ ; '  he  replied,  '  We  came  to  seize  Andrewewe  Koralle,  but  we  failed,  and  so  we  are 
going.'  We  went  thence  to  Hewchette,  crossing  the  Belhoul  Oya,  and  then  the  Rajaroo 
went  on,  and  I  returned  home.*' 

(Signed)         W.  Perera,  Interpreter. 

4th  prisoner  (late  a  priest). — *'  I  have  nothing  to  say  against  the  charge." 

(Signed)        W.  Perbra,  Interpreter. 

In  the  District  Court  of  Nuwera  EUia,  June  16,  1843. — Before  Captain  C.  Kelson, 

Deputy  Judge,  and  Assessors. 
1st  TippojoUe  Ratterole,  and  12  others,  charged. 

The  1st  prisoner  {TippojoUe  Ratterole)  says,  ''The  person  calling  himself  a  king  came  to 
mc ;  I  put  up  the  cloths  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  time  to  detain  him." 
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OMBTUm,  Xbe  3rd  and  4lh  prianeiaf  sajf^  ''  They  did  not  saa  tlie  king,  or  attend  the  maating;,  the; 

'  laare  going,  when  t!iey  heard  ha  haoLgone  amiajE." 

AU  die  #thap  poiaantrs:  adnut  bak^  at  the  »Datmg».h8caMaa'tha2  nore  a&aid  ta  aJbaent  tfaem- 
aeliro8>aa  acaonnt  of  die  haadismi* 

CapltM  MSslswi^  assminatunkaaoftamed.. 

Various  articlea  produced  by  the  witnesBea  were  handed' over  to  the  Acting  Dbputy  Queen% 
Advocate,  who  gave  them  to  the  Secretary  of  the  EGstpibt  Court.  ^^ 

W.  Perera,  Mohondiran  Interpreter  of  the-Bi^ict  Court  of  Nuwera  Effia. — ^T  interpreteJ 
tlie  statements  made  by  the  prisoners  in  Court;  and  otherwise  witness  acknowledges  bis 
signature. 

[Adjaacned.] 

Wedn^d&^jr  13th.  September. — Mr-  Wiimot,  for  prisoners,  addresses  the  jury. 

Verdict, — ^The  M  prisoner  guilty  by  his  own  confession,  the  others  not  guilty; 
Sentence. — ^That  the  1st  prisoner  be  drawn  to  the  place  of  amasutioor  on  Wadneaday,  the 
15fh  November  next,  and  there  hanged  by  the  neck  till  dead. 

(True  Cbpies.) 

P.  Anstruther,  Colonial  Secretary. 


Despatch  from  the  Secretaiy  of  State. 


<No.  105.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Stanley  to  Governor  Sir  Cokk  Gabrpbell. 

S£B,  Dawmng-street,  Dec  17,.  1843. 

I  HAVE  iJie  honour  to  acknowie<^  tiie  receipt  of  your  D^espfitch  «if  liie 
2 1st  of  October  last,  No.  187,  reporting  tlie  discovery  of  seditious  proceedingsr 
on  the  part  of  some  of  the  native  population  of  Ceylon,  the  steps  which  you 
had  taken  for  their  suppression,  and  the  commutation,  for  14  years"  impnsoBr 
ment,  wiCh  hard  lAbomv  of  the  sentence  of  death  pronounced  against  one 
individual  convicted  of  high  treason. 

I  have  to  convey  to  you  my  approval  of  the  course  which  you  adopted  in 
this  matter,  and  of  your  commutation  of  the  sentence  pronounced  on  the 
convict 

X  KBTe,  he. 
Sir  Colin  Campbell,  (Signed)  STANLEY. 

&c.        &c. 
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Statement  of  Asms  and  Ammcniiton  imported  in  the  Ywire  W848, 1844,  and 
1845,  endosed  in  Sir  Coun  Caticpbbll's  DespcAda,  No.  1'9,  March  13, 
1846. 


No.  2. 


GiiflMseB«na  SwocOk 

Giroa  a»l  Pistole. 

Sfattt. 

.  ( 

1 

Qaantity. 

Value. 

Quanlity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value.      ' 

jQuautity. 

Value. 

1843 

157 

10    0    6 

6,075 

4,595  13    6 

Ibe. 
37,353 

£.       #.    s4f. 

1,867  13    0 

Ctrt.att.Jb8. 
.511     0  14 

JL     4.    d. 
851  16    6 

1844 

7     ' 

7  15    9 

3^163 

2,463    6  11 

16,033  ' 

801  13    0 

322    3    7^ 

396    5  ia 

1845 

•  • 

•  • 

3,720 

3,011  18    0 

31,868} 

1,593    8    6 

278    2  20 

316  13    0 

1846       ! 

)     •^     1 

•  '• 

583 

712   ^ 

».• 

• '         1 

•• 

Total.     . 

164 

17  16    3     13,521 . 

10,070  18    5 

85,9661 

4,662  14    6 

1,112    2  13 

1,264  15    4 

Custom  House,  Colombq^ 
January  3, 1846. 


(Signed)  F.  Saunder%  Collector. 

T.  A.  Napibr,  Comptroller. 
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No.  3.  No.  3. 

Extract  of  a  Report  from  C.  A.  Wood,  Esq.,  dated  5th  July,  1848. 

(Referred  to  at  page  107.) 

**  The  Ordinance,  No.  5,  for  registering  and  licensing  certain  traders  in 
Colombo,  Kandy,  and  Galle,  prohibits  persons  keeping  '  any  wholesale  or  retail 
store-shop,  or  boutique,  which  shall  be  of  the  annusd  value  of  5/.  sterling  or 
upwards,'  without  first  taking  out  a  license,  to  be  renewed  annually,  and  liable 
to  a  stamp  duty  of  1/.  The  value  of  the  premises  is  to  be  ascertained  by  a 
Committee,  consisting  of  not  more  than  five  nor  less  than  three  householders 
appointed  by  the  Governor,  and  remunerated  as  he  may  think  proper.  Lord 
Torrington  explains,  that  the  revenue  derived  from  these  licenses  is  to  be 
expended  in  the  towns  where  the  licensed  premises  are  situate ;  but,  notwith- 
standing, I  should  be  afraid  that  this  Ordinance  will  cause  dissatisfietction. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  tax  is  imposed  upon  one  class  of  traders  exclu- 
sively, and  of  these  many  may  seek  to  evade  it,  declaring  their  premises  imder 
the  value  of  51  The  question  of  value  the  Committee  will  determine,  and 
they  will,  in  fact,  exercise  the  power  of  taxing  the  inhabitants  of  these  towns. 
But  the  Committee,  who  are  to  be  paid,  are  irresponsible,  and  from  their 
decision  there  is  no  appeal.  It  would,  I  think,  have  been  better  to  have 
assigned  the  duties  which  they  will  have  to  perform,  either  to  an  unpaid  Com- 
mittee of  householders  or  to  a  paid  Government  oflBcer,  who  would  be  respon- 
sible. The  Governor,  however,  has  stated  strong  reasons  for  taxing  a  class  of 
merchants,  who,  he  describes  as  making  large  profits,  and  carrying  them  away 
without  fairly  contributing  to  the  public  institutions  of  the  island ;  and  while 
strongly  recommending  the  confirmation  of  this  Ordinance  he  has  also  stated, 
that  the  opinions  of  several  of  the  most  intelligent  native  residents  encourage 
him  to  make  that  recommendation.  I  am,  therefore,  reluctant  to  oppose  the 
confirmation  of  this  law  ;  but  upon  the  whole,  I  would  suggest,  that  no  inmie- 
diate  step  for  that  purpose  should  be  taken,  and  that  a  certain  time,  perhaps 
six  months  from  this  date,  should  be  allowed  to  intervene  before  the  Ordinance 
is  submitted  to  the  Queen,  in  order  not  to  preclude  the  consideration  of  any 
well-founded  complaint,  which  the  inhabitants  may  have  made  against  this 
measure  since  it  came  into  operation  in  April  last.  Meanwhile,  it  will  not,  I 
apprehend,  be  necessary  to  address  to  the  Governor  any  communication  on  the 
subject.** 


i 


"N^l^ 


J^ndon :  Printed  by  W.  Cmitss  and  Som,  8tamford«ili««t, 
For  Her  Majesty*!  SteUonery  OflSee. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Transmitted  witli  Lord    Ton-ingtx)n's    Dispatch . 

2f?  143      Axija'  Mth.iS48. 
W.RB. 
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Transmitted  with  T<ord   Torrington's    Dispatch. 

.V?  14-3.  Au^^  14-th.  1848. 
W.D.It. 
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CAPE    OF    GOOD   HOPE. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


WITH  THE 


GOVERNOK  OF  THE  CAPE  OE  GOOD  HOPE, 


RELATIVE  TO   THE   STATE  OF  THE 


KAFIR    TRIBES 


ON 


THE  EASTERN  FRONTIER  OF  THE  COLONY. 


(In  continuation  of  Papers  presented  July  1848.) 


SrfiEtoUti  to  botit)  l^ou^tf  of  parliament  bj^  CommauH  of  Ikn  ;0ta{e4t{. 
3rd  MAY,  1849. 
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FEINTED  BY  WILLIAM  CLOWES  AND  SONS,  STAMFORD  STREET, 
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DESPATCHES  FROM  GOVERNOR  SIR  H.  G.  SMITH.  G.C.B. 


No.  in 
Series. 


4 
5 


Number  and  Daite 
of  Deifpatch. 


1848. 
51     23  March 


87    22  May 
94     13  June 


99    24  June 
^105     20  July 


128    29  July 

131     29  July 
158     11  Sept. 


SUBJECT. 


FINANCE — Proposed  Arrangements  arising  out  of  proposed  Ap- 
pointment of  RESIDENT  MAGISTRATES  AND  CIVIL  COM 
MISSIONERS  in  various  Districts         .... 

SURVEY  OF  NEW  TERRITORY  of  Victoria  and  Albert 

CUSTOMS  DEPARTMENT— Arrangements  at  New  Ports 

KAF IR  POLICE — Arrangements  for  defraying  Cost  of  same 

Proposal  relative  to  the  APPRENTICESHIP  OF  KAFIR  YOUTHS 
to  Agricultural  and  other  Inhabitants  of  Districts  remote  from  the 
Eastern  Frontier,  and  Resident  Magistrate's  Superintendence  of 
them         ..•••.•••. 


REVENUE — Its  Increase  expected.  It  will  be  promoted  bv  the 
encouragement  offered  to  the  resort  of  Shipping  to  the  new  iPorts 
and. Harbours     •••..••. 


DISPOSAL  OF  LAND  — Proposed  Appropriation  of  Proceeds  to 
Emigration  and  Location  of  Settlers        •         .         •         • 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


BEULTIYE  TO 


THE    STATE   OF   THE    KAFIR   TRIBES. 


CAPE  OF  GOOD 
HOPE. 

(No.  51.)  No.  1.  ^,^ 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  to  Answered,  Con^- 

Earl  Grey.  f ^"^j^^^  •^«"/,6' 

1848,  page  42. 

Government  House.  Cape  of  Good  Hope,      ^,^J^^  ^"^-  ^' 
March  23,  1848.  P'^'''' 

My  Lord,  (Received  May  23,  1848.) 

Adverting  to  my  predecessor  Sir  Henry  Pottinger's  Despatch,  No.  135, 
of  the  20th  September,  1847,  transmitting,  for  your  Lordship's  information,  his 
Finance  Minute  of  the  3rd  July,  1847,  together  with  the  estimates  of  expenditure 
for  the  year  1848,  I  have  already  reported  to  your  Lordship  that  certain 
difficulties  have  arisen  relative  to  the  appointment  of  additional  resident  magis- 
trates in  the  country  districts,  with  increased  judicial  powers. 

Taking  into  consideration,  however,  the  absolute  necessity  which  exists  for 
some  magisterial  superintendence  in  the  districts  already  provided,  as  well  as 
the  importance  of  appointing  additional  Civil  Commissioners,  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  be  advisable,  pending  your  Lordship's  decision  on  the 
three  Ordinances*  transmitted  in  my  Despatch  No.  35,  of  the  13th  March,  to 
appoint  resident  magistrates  under  the  present  law  for  the  districts  in  question, 
and  Civil  Commissioners  of  those  divisions  in  which  the  urgency  of  the  business 
required  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  Schedule  of  the  appointments  which  have    End.  i,  paces. 
accordingly  been  made,  together  with  copies  of  two  proclamations  creating  jvos.  2  and  3,  pp. 
twelve  new  Courts  of  resident  magistrates  in  the  districts  specified  therein,  and  loamiii. 
forming  into  five  divisions  for  i!natters  connected  with  the  functions  of  Civil 
Commissioners,  certain  portions  of  the  colony  which  were  previously  attached 
for  these  purposes  to  other  divisions  ;  also  copies  of  two  Government  Notices,  No*^.  4  and  5.  p.  12. 
appointing  resident  magistrates  and  Civil  Commissioners  to  the  new  Courts  and 
divisions  respectively  so  created. 

In  my  Despatches  Nos.  If  and  12J  I  informed  your  Lordship  that  I  had 
allotted  and  proclaimed  portions  of  the  new  territory,  lately  included  within 
the  colonial  boundary,  into  two  new  divisions,  and  that  I  had  appointed  Mr. 
Calderwood  the  Civil  Commissioner  to  Victoria,  and  Mr.  Chase  to  Albert.  In 
Sir  Henry  Pottinger's  Despatch  already  referred  to,  he  informed  your  Lordship 
that  provision  had  been  made  in  the  estimates  of  1848  for  the  necessary  expen- 
diture for  eight  additional  seats  of  magistracy,  and  five  new  divisions  for  Civil 
Commissioners,  but,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  that  Despatch,  he  did  not  intend 
to  appoint  more  than  six  additional  resident  magistrates,  leaving  the  funds 
provided  for  the  other  two  to  meet  the  charges  of  the  British  resident  in 
Griqualand,.and  the  country  occupied  by  the  emigrant  Boers  beyond  the 
Orange  River  boundary  of  the  colony,  in  case  your  Lordship  should  decide 
that  those  charges  were  not  to  be  defrayed  from  the  Imperial  Treasury. 

I  have,  however,  found  it  necessary  for  the  public  good  to  take  upon  myself 

*  Viz.  1.  To  amend  the  Law  regarding  the  appointment  to  certain  offices  within  the  Supreme  Court. 

2.  To  amend  the  Law  relating  t3  the  Apprehension  and  Trial  of  Criminals,  and  the  Prosecution  of 

Crimes. 

3.  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Grand  and  Petit  Juries. 

t  Page  31,  Papers  relative  to  the  Kafir  Tribes,  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  by  Command, 
July,  1848. 
X  Page  55,  ib. 
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^^^  HOPB^^^^   *^^  responsibility  of  exceeding  the  proposals  made  to  your  Lordship  by  Sir 

'  H.  Pottinger,  which  course  has  been  rendered  necessary  by  the  arrangements 

consequent  upon  the  termination  of  the  Kafir  war,  and  the  annexation  of  large 
tracts  of  the  colony,  and  having,  by  my  Despatch  No.  31^,*  of  the  11th  instant, 
explained  to  your  Lordship  that  the  Colonial  Treasury  is  able  to  provide  the 
funds  necessary  for  defraying  all  the  expenses  incidental  to  my  policy  in  that 
country,  without  resorting  to  imperial  funds  for  any  portion  of  it,  your  Lordship 
will  readily  perceive  that  no  practical  inconvenience  will  arise  by  my  expending 
upon  new  colonial  establishments  the  money  which  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  had 
intended,  if  necessary,  to  apply  to  the  public  establishments  beyond  the  Orange 
River. 

Without  harassing  your  Lordship  with  a  recapitulation  of  the  details  of  my 
measure  in  respect  to  the  new  appointments  of  Civil  Commissioners  and  resident 
magistrates,  which  can  be  more  conveniently  gathered  from  the  accompanying 
Schedule,  the  result  is,  that  I  have,  pending  your  Lordship's  instructions, 
authorised  an  expenditure  of  about  4568/.  per  annum  beyond  the  amount 
provijded  for  these  services  by  the  Legislative  Council^  and  in  addition  to  that, 
sum,  a  further  expense  will  be  incurred  during  the  year  and  in  1849,  not 
short  of  4000/.,  in  the  employment  of  contract  surveyors  to  survey  the  new 
territories  of  Victoria  and  Albert 

My  Despatch  No.  50  of  this  date  will  also  coramimicate  to  your  Lordship 
that  the  addition  to  the  strength  of  the  Customs  Department  for  conducting  the 
public  business  at  the  new  ports  which  I  have  opened  for  shipping  and  mercan- 
tile purposes,  will  create  a  further  increase,  at  present  unsanctioned  by  your 
Lordship  or  by  the  vote  of  the  Legislative  Council,  to  the  amount  of  about 
1000/.  per  annum;  and  I  have  also  relieved  permanently,,  from  the  1st  of 
January  of  this  year,  by  a  transfer  to  colonial  funds,  the  British  Treasury  of  a 
charge  of  1 1,000/.  a-year  for  the  pay  and  maintenance  of  the  Kafir  police.  The 
present  charge  for  that  body  is  about  22,000/.  a-yeajr,  hut  your  Lordshq^  will 
learn  by  a  Despatch  which  I  shall  transmit  to  you  in  a  few  daysi^  that  I  am 
about  to  make  arrangements  to  relieve  the  imperial  chest  of  that  portion  of  it 
which  it  now  defrays. 

In  several  other  rejects  imexpected  charges  must  also  be  incurred  by  the 
Colonial  Treasury  upon  th€  close  of  the  Kafir  war,  which  I  am  forced  to  imder^ 
take  upon  my  own  responsibility,  being  imwilliiaig  to  allow  the  kynry  to  the 
public  service  which  must  inevitably  be  caused  by  a  previous  reference  to  your 
Lordship. 

Among  the  most  important  of  these  new  undi^rtakingS;.  which,  though,  I  trusty 
it  will  prove  perntianently  beneficial,  must  necessarily  be  attended  with  some 
present  expense  to  the  colony,  is  the  introduction  iato-  dastricts,  sufficiently 
removed  from  the  eastern  frontier,  of  Kafir  youths,  to  be  appren^ticed  to  the 
agricultural  and  other  inhabitants  of  those  districts.  The  general  advantages 
which  I  expect  to  result  from  this  arrangement^,  are  fully  stated  ia  the  procla- 
mation,  a  copy  of  which,  together  with  the  form  of  indenture  fixed  upon  as  the 
No,  G,  y/cfep.  12.    most  eligible,  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  for  youx  Lordship's  information. 

To  be  completely  successful  in  this  endeavour  it  is  obvious  that  the  number 
of  apprentices  thus  introduced  into  the  colony  must  be  considerable,,  and  I  am 
happy  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  there  is  at  present  every  appearance  of  its 
being  so» 

In  order,  however,  to  carry  out  these  views^  it  is  necessary  that  the  youths 
should  be  conveyed  to  considerable  distances  for  delivery  to  the  re^Ldent  magis- 
trates, whose  duty  it  will  be  to  apprentice  them  to  tlie  inhabitants  most  likely 
to  prove  kind  and  humane  employers. 

In  consequence  of  the  several  measures  thus  detailed,  and  others  to  which  I 
have  adverted,  an  expense  of  about  23,000/.  will  probably  be  incurred  in  the 
present  year  in  additioa  to  the  charge  of  179,620/.  voted  by  the  Council  for  the 
establishments  of  the  colony  during  the  year ;  but  your  Lordship  may  depend 
upon  my  assurance,  that  economy  shall  be  most  carefully  and  constantly 
studied  in  all  my  arrangements,  that  no  expense  shall  be  incurred  which  is  not 
absolutely  necessary  for  promoting  the  interests  of  the  colony,  and  that  every- 
thing shall  be  duly  reported  to  your  Lordship. 

*  Page  65,  Papers  relative  to  the  Kafir  Tribes,  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  by  Command, 
July,  1843. 
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1  shall  request  from  the  Legislative  Council,  at  their  meeting  in  May  next,    ^^^^^  ®^^ 

a  supplementary  vote  for  the  amount  required  for  1848,  whilst  that  for  1849,  T  ' 

rendered  necessary  by  the  same  causes,  will  of  course  be  included  in  the 
regular  estimate  for  that  year.  I  shall  feel  no  difficulty  in  asking  the  Council 
for  such  a  vote,  as  I  shall  not  only  be  able  to  show  that  this  additionsd  expen- 
diture is  proposed,  with  a  view  to  the  best  interests  of  the  colony,  and  for 
services  performed  within  its  boundary,  but  that  it  can  safely  be  undertaken 
without  any  fear  that  it  will  create  an  obstacle  in  meeting  other  wants,  which 
it  is  equally  necessary  for  the  Government  to  satisfy,  inasmuch  as  the  actual 
revenue  is  fully  sufficient  to  meet  all  these  demands  upon  it. 

I  should  have  felt  some  hesitation  in  proposing  so  large  an  additional  outlay, 
were  it  not  apparent  to  me  that  the  surplus  revenue  now  in  hand,  so  far  from 
being  a  fund  to  which  no  future  addition  can  be  expected  to  be  made,  is  in 
reality  steadily  increasing,  and  will  afford  the  means  for  undertaking  further 
improvements.  The  increase  of  trade  and  c^mmterce  which  has  taken  place 
for  some  few  years  past,  owing  to  the  facilities  which  have  from  time  to  time 
been  afforded,  and  which  will  be  still  further  promoted  by  the  opening  of  new 
ports  and  harbours  in  the  colony,  is  of  course  annually  adding  to  the  amount 
of  the  Customs*  collections,  and  which  are  still  further  increased  by  the  encou- 
ragement held  out  to  shipping  to  resort  to  the  Cape  by  that  judicious  measure, 
the  abolition  of  port  dues  in  1844,  which,  without  exaggerating  its  importance, 
may  safely  be  reckoned  equivalent  to  an  increase  of  our  exports  to  the  amount 
of  a  third  of  a  million  sterling  annually,  so  large  has  been  the  quantity  of 
produce  purchased,  aiui  of  expense  incurred  for  other  objects  by  the  additional 
shipping  calling  at  Table  Bay,  and  the  other  harbours  of  the  colony.  The 
facilities  now  afforded  to  internal  communication  (the  benefits  of  which  are 
daily  becoming  more  apparent  and  appreciated)  by  means  of  good  roads,  which 
are  rapidly  extending  in  every  part  of  the  colony,  cannot  be  without  their 
advantages  to  the  Colcmial  Treasury,  and  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  new  territory 
will  also  prove  a  very  fruitful  source  of  riches.  The  settlers  in  the  eastern 
districts  are  very  desirous  of  becoming  proprietors,  by  purchase,  of  a  con^der- 
able  portion  of  the  tracts  of  country  lately  added  to  the  colony,  and  having, 
generally  speaking,  acquired  large  fortunes  by  the  war  expenditure,  they  are 
prepared  to  pay  large  prices  for  these  lands.  The  surveys  of  them  are  pro- 
ceeding as  rapidly  as  the  very  insufficient  available  means  in  the  colony  will 
permit,  and  I  hope,  ere  long,  to  expose  some  tracts  to  public  competition. 

It  is  my  intention  to  propose  to  your  Lordship,  as  soon  as  I  see  how  they  sell, 
and  what  prices  they  realize,  to  deposit,  as  a  reserve  fund  in  the  Colonial 
Treasury,  a  certain  proportion  of  the  proceeds.  This  I  would  strongly  recom- 
mend^ as  a  measure  of  precaution,  which  is  very  necessary  under  the  peculiar 
cireumstances  of  the  case,  because,  in  consequence  of  the  strong  disposition  now 
manifested  to  purchase  lands  in  the  district  alluded  to,  it  is  probable  that  the 
whole  of  the  disposable  lands  will  be  sold  in  a  very  few  years ;  and,  as  the 
proceeds  of  these  sales  must,  for  a  time,  form  the  principal  revenue  derived 
from  these  districts,  great  inconvenience  might  arise  by  the  hasty  expenditure 
of  fimds,  the  disposal  of  which  ought  to  be  the  work  of  several  years.  The 
measure  is  also  to  be  reconmiended  as  a  means  of  promoting  emigration  on  a 
large  scale  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  very  spots  where  settlers  are  so 
much  required,  and  where  they  might  be  at  once  located  in  villages  to  be 
formed  for  that  purpose.  These  suggestions  I  now  venture  to  throw  out  for 
your  Lordship's  consideration,  but  I  propose  to  take  an  early  opportunity  of 
explaining  my  views  upon  them  more  in  detail  in  a  future  Despatch. 

All  the  advantages  above  enumerated  will  be  turned  to  the  best  account  by 
careful  and  prudent  managemeat,  which  your  Lordship  may  rely  upon  my 
employing  in  carrying  out  the  arrangements  I  have  now  the  honour  to  report. 

Taking  into  consideration,  therefore,  the  great  importance  of  these  appoint- 
ments and  expenditure,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  providing  for  the  due 
administration  of  justice  in  the  country  districts,  particularly  in  those  where 
the  late  war  has  given  rise  to  an  amount  of  crime,  vagrancy,  and  disorganiza- 
tion, which  it  is  desirable  immediately  to  suppress,  and  relying  upon  the  im- 
proved and  improving  resources  of  the  colony,  I  feel  great  satisfaction  in  being 
able  to  report  to  your  Lordship,  that  I  can  thus  provide  entirely  from  Colonial 
funds  for  the  exposes  of  the  various  arrangements  growing  out  of  the  Kafir 

B  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8         CORRESPONDENCE  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

^"^^^OPE^^^^   war.    Your  Lordship's  approbation  and  authority  for  the  expenditure  to  which 
— '  I  have  referred,  and  for  the  appointments  enumerated  in  the  accompanying 

Schedule,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  solicit. 

I  have,  &c., 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  H.  G.  SMITH. 

&c.  &c. 


End.  1  in  No.  1.  Enclosure  1  in  No.  1. 

Schedule  of  the  Appointments  referred  to  in  His  Excellency  Sir  H.  G.  W.  Smith's 
Despatch  to  the  Right  Honourable  Earl  Grey,  No.  51,  dated  March  23,  1848. 

The  following  offices  were  intended  to  have  been  made,  created,  and  filled  up  by  the 
Right  Honourable  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  viz.: — 

Civil  Commissioners  and  Clerks  to  Civil  Commissioners. 

K.  N.  van  Breda, — Appointed  resident  magistrate  at  the  Paarl,  on  the  15th  October,  1846, 
at  250/.  per  annum..  To  be  increased  to  300/.,  in  consideration  of  his  holding  both  the  offices 
of  Civil  Commissioner  and  resident  magistrate. 

J.  Z.  Tj^er. — Appointed  clerk  of  the  peace  at  the  Paarl,  on  the  15th  February,  1839, 
with  a  salary  of  100/.  per  annum.  That  situation  being  discontinued,  he  has  been  appointed 
clerk  to  the  Civil  Commissioner,  with  a  salary  of  125/.  per  annum. 

fF.  F.  Bergh. — Appointed  resident  magistrate  at  Malmesbury,  on  the  1st  September,  1846, 
with  a  salary  of  250/.  per  annum.  To  be  increased  to  300/.,  in  consideration  of  his  holding 
both  the  offices  of  Civil  Commissioner  and  resident  magistrate. 

P,  J.  TruteTy  P.  Son. — Was  appointed  clerk  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  in  Cape  Town,  on  the 
5th  of  September,  1838,  with  a  salary  of  100/.  per  annum.  That  office  having  been  abolished 
he  is  now  appointed  as  clerk  to  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  Malmesbury,  salary  125/.  per 
annum. 

fV.  M.  Machay. — Appointed  resident  magistrate  at  Caledon,  on  the  1st  September,  1846, 
with  a  salary  of  250/.,  and  50/.  from  his  pension  of  166/.  13*.  4rf.,  until  his  official  income  shall 
amount  to  400/.  His  salary  to  be  increased  to  300/.,  in  consideration  of  his  ^holding  both  the 
offices  of  Civil  Commissioner  and  resident  magistrate. 

/.  6r.  Borcherds. — Appointed  clerk  of  the  peace  at  Wynberg,  on  the  25th  February,  1839, 
with  a  salary  of  100/.  per  annum.  That  situation  being  discontinued,  he  has  been  appointed 
clerk  to  the  Civil  Commissioner  at  Caledon,  salary  125/.  per  annum. 

Captain  Lloyd. — Has  held  the  office  of  resident  magistrate  at  Port  Elizabeth  since  the  1st 
June,  1839,  at  a  salary  of  300/.  per  annum.  He  is  now  appointed  to  hold  also  the  office  of 
Civil  Commissioner,  but  without  any  increase  of  salary. 

E.  Philpott. — Appointed  clerk  to  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  Port  Elizabeth,  with  a  salary 
of  125/.  per  annum.  His  first  appointment  in  the  public  service  was  on  the  Ist  July,  1837,  as 
clerk  to  the  resident  magistrate  of  Port  Elizabeth,  which  he  retained  until  the  1st  of  April, 
1842.  He  is  the  son  of  the  ordnance  storekeeper  at  Port  Elizabeth,  and  has  been  well  recom- 
mended as  qualified. 

M.  J.  H,  Borcherds. — Has  held  the  office  of  resident  justice  of  the  peace  at  Fort  Beaufort 
since  the  15th  November,  1839,  at  a  salary  of  300/.  per  annum.  The  office  of  resident  justice 
of  the  peace  having  been  abolished  he  is  now  appointed  to  hold  also  the  office  of  Civil  Com- 
missioner and  resident  magistrate  of  Fort  Beaufort,  but  without  any  increase  of  salary. 

P.  I.  Beaurain. — ^Was  temporarily  employed  in  the  Customs  and  other  public  departments. 
He  is  now  appointed  clerk  to  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  Fort  Beaufort,  with  a  salary  of  125/. 
per  annum,  and  has  been  well  recommended  as  qualified. 

J.  Walker. — ^Was  appointed  clerk  to  the  resident  magistrate  at  Colesberg,  on  the  1st  Jan- 
uary, 1842,  with  a  salary  of  100/.  per  annum.  He  is  now  promoted  to  be  clerk  to  the  Civil 
Commissioner  of  that  place,  with  a  salary  of  125/. 

J.  Walker. — Appointed  teacher  in  the  Government  school  at  Cradock,  on  the  1st  June, 
1841,  with  a  salary  of  100/.  He  is  now  promoted  to  be  clerk  to  the  Civil  Commissioner  of 
that  place,  with  a  salary  of  125/.  per  annum. 

W.  Dely, — Was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  North  Convict  Stations  at  Cradock*s 
Klooof,  (Montagu  Pass,)  on  the  4th  January,  1844,  at  150/.  per  annum.  That  station  having 
been  broken  up,  at  the  completion  of  the  works  at  that  place,  his  services  were  no  longer 
required  in  that  capacity.  He  is  now  appointed  to  be  clerk  to  the  Civil  Commissioner  of 
Somerset,  at  a  salary  of  125/.  per  annum. 

Resident  Magistrates  and  Clerks  to  Resident  Magistrates. 

George  Dyason. — Held  the  office  of  resident  justice  of  the  peace  at  Bathurst  since  the  1st 
September,  1836,  with  a  salary  of  100/.  That  office  having  been  abolished,  he  is  now 
appointed  resident  magistrate  of  that  place,  at  a  salary  of  250/.  per  annum. 

George  Dyason,  Jun. — Was  appointed  clerk  to  the  resident  magistrate  at  Fort  Elizabeth, 
on  the  22nd  May,  1847,  salary  100/.  He  is  now  appointed  clerk  to  the  resident  magistrate  at 
Bathurst,  with  a  like  salary. 

Major  Longmore. — Is  one  of  the  late  special  justices,  appointed  under  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
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ment  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.     Upon  the  expiration  of  the  apprenticeship  of  the  slaves  in    ^^^^opr^^^^ 

this  colony,  he  was  retained  as  a  rrsident  magistrate  at  Winberg,  till  the  27th  April,  1846,  ' 

with  a  salary  and  allowances  paid  by  the  British  Treasury,  amounting  to  450/.  per  annum,  and 
from  that  aate  to  the  month  of  September,  1846,  with  a  salary  of  250/.,  paid  by  the  colony. 
He  is  now  appointed  resident  magbtrate  at  Mossel  Bay,  a  new  seat  of  magistracy,  with  a 
salary  of  250/.  per  anniun. 

A.  Watson. — Appointed  derk  to  the  resident  magistrate  at  Mossel  Bay,  with  a  salary  of 
100/.  per  annum.  He  has  acted  as  a  temporary  clerk  to  the  resident  magistrate  at  Caledon,  for 
about  eight  months,  but  this  is  the  first  permanent  office  he  has  held  under  the  Colonial 
Government. 

Captain  HilL — Was  retained  as  a  resident  magistrate  at  Malmesbury,  under  similar  circum- 
stances as  Major  Longmore.  He  is  now  appointed  with  a  salary  of  250/.  per  annum,  resident 
magistrate  at  riquetberg,  a  new  seat  of  magistracy. 

S.  Goldsburg — Late  a  teacher  in  the  Government  sdiool  at  Caledon,  at  a  salary  of  65/. 
a-year,  and  25/.  in  lieu  of  a  house.  He  has  now  been  appointed,  clerk  to  the  resident  magis* 
trate  at  Piquetberg,  with  a  salary  of  100/.  per  annum. 

Major  Piers, — Was  retained  as  a  resident  magistrate  at  the  Paarl,  under  similar  circum- 
stances as  Major  Longmore.  He  is  now  appointed  resident  magistrate  at  Tulbagh,  a  new 
seat  of  magistracy,  with  a  salary  of  250/.  per  annum. 

Samuel  Shaw, — ^The  son  of  a  Wesleyan  missionary,  appointed  clerk  to  the  resident  magis- 
trate at  Tulbagh,  with  a  salary  of  100/.  per  annum.  This  is  his  first  appointment  in  the 
pubiic  service.     He  has  been  well  recommended  as  qualified. 

Major  Barnes. — Was  retained  as  a  resident  magistrate  at  Caledon,  under  similar  circum- 
stances as  Major  Longmore.  He  is  now  appointed  magistrate  at  Riversdale,  a  new  seat  of 
magistracy,  with  a  salary  of  250/.  per  annum. 

H.  R.  Taylor — Was  temporarily  employed  in  the  colonial  and  audit  offices.  He  is  now 
appointed  clerk  to  the  resident  magistrate  at  Riversdale,  with  a  salary  of  100/.  per  annum. 

Captain  jffi:>pe.— Held  the  office  of  assistant  civil  engineer,  from  1838  till  the  1st  May, 
1845,  when  it  was  aboUshed.  Since  that,  he  acted  as  Civil  Commissioner  and  resident  magis- 
trate of  Swellendam,  for  Lieut.- Colonel  Dickson,  up  to  the  1st  March,  1847.  He  is  now 
appointed  resident  magistrate  at  Richmond,  a  new  seat  of  magistracy,  with  a  salary  of  250/. 
per  annum. 

E,  S.  Ford. — Was  for  about  18  months  acting  clerk  to  the  resident  magistrate  at  the 
Paarl.  He  is  now  appointed  clerk  to  the  resident  magistrate  at  Richmond,  for  which  office  he 
is  known  to  be  well  qualified. 

J.  van  Blommestein. — Appointed  clerk  to  the  resident  magistrate  at  Stellenbosch  in  1834,  with 
a  salary  of  80/.  per  annum.  He  is  now  appointed  clerk  to  the  resident  magistrate  at  Caledon, 
with  100/.  per  annum. 

L.  Lloyd, — ^Appointed  clerk  to  the  resident  magistrate  at  Port  Elizabeth,  with  a  salary  of 
100/.  per  annum,  lliis  is  his  first  appointment  in  the  public  service.  He  has  been  recom- 
mended as  qualified. 

J.  C  Truter, — Is  the  son  of  Mr.  H.  A.  Truter,  formerly  clerk  in  the  tax  office,  and  now  a 
civil  pensioner.  Mr.  Truter  is  appointed  clerk  to  the  resident  mas^istrate  at  Fort  Beaufort, 
with  a  salary  of  100/.  per  annum.     His  first  appointment  in  the  pubhc  service. 

F*  B.  Pinney. — Holds  the  office  of  sub-collector  of  customs.  Simon's  Town,  with  a  salary 
of  200/.  per  annum,  since  1S39.  He  is  now  also  appointed  resident  magistrate  of  that  place, 
with  an  addition  to  his  salary  of  50/.  yearly  ;  in  the  room  of  the  late  lesident  justice,  Lieut.- 
Colonel  M.  J.  Blake,  whose  office  having  been  abolished,  has  applied  for  a  pension.  Colonel 
Blake  drew  a  salary  of  150/.  per  annum,  and  50/.  in  lieu  of  a  house. 

fV.  Murray. — Son  of  the  Rev.  George  Murray,  minister  of  the  Dutch  reformed  church  at 
Graaff  Reinet.  Hj  is  appointed  clerk  to  the  resident  magistrate  of  Colesberg,  vice  J. 
Walker  promoted,  with  a  salary  of  100/.  per  annum.  This  is  his  first  appoinment  to  the 
public  service. 

Additional  charge  for  the  preceding  appointments        • 
Charges  for  constables,  gaolers,  scavengers,  lock-up  houses,  public 
offices,  &c.  &c.,  for  the  several  stations  above  alluded  to  . 


£. 
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0 
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£7151 

0 
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The  following  offices  have  been  created,  and  filled  up  by  his  Excellency  Sir  H.  G.  W. 
Smith,  beyond  those  intended  to  have  been  proposed  by  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger. 

Civil  Commissioners,  and  Clerks  to  Civil  Commissioners, 

Rev,  H.  Calderwood. — As  Civil  Conunissioner  and  resident  magistrate  of  the  division  of 
Victoria,  with  a  salary  of  500/.  per  annum,  and  forage  allowance  for  two  horses.  (Vide  Des- 
patch to  Earl  Grey,  No.  I,  of  1st  January,  1848.) 

S,  J,  AUngton, — Clerk  to  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  Victoria,  with  a  salary  of  150/.  per 
annum.     His  first  appoinment  in  the  public  service. 

T,  C.  Bird, — Clerk  to  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  Albert,  with  a  salary  of  150/.  per  annum. 
This  is  his  first  appointment  in  the  public  service.  His  fiither  is  a  pensioner  of  this  colony, 
and  was  for  many  years  the  secretary  to  Government  here. 
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CAPB  OFGOOD  Residemt  Magistral  and  Resident  Mgistrates  Clerks. 

*  T.  H.  Bawker. — ^Appointed  resident  magistrate  of  the  district  of  Stockeostrom,  (Kat  River) 

a  new  magistracy,  with  a  salary  of  250/.  per  annum.     His  first  appointment  in  the  public 
service. 

W.  Emett. — Is  the  son  of  Captain  E.  E.  Emett,  formerly  chief  clerk  to  the  Civil  Com- 
missioner of  Sweliendam,  and  now  a  civil  pensioner.  Mr.  W.  Emett  is  appointed  clerk  to  the 
resident  magistrate  at  Stockenstrom,  with  a  salary  of  100/.  per  annum.  This  is  his  first 
appointment  in  the  public  service. 

W.  M.  Edye, — Held  the  office  as  chief  clerk  to  the  Civil  Commissioner  and  resident  magis- 
trate of  Albany,  with  a  salary  of  200/.,  jtill  the  month  of  March,  1840.  He  then  retired  from 
the  public  service  on  account  of  ill  health,  with  an  allowance  of  50/.  per  annum.  He  is  now 
appomted  resident  magistrate  at  Fort  Peddie,  in  the  division  of  Victoria^  with  a  salary  of  250/., 
and  his  retired  allowance  has  in  consequence  terminated. 

A.  p.  de  ViUiers  — Is  appointed  clerk  to  the  resident  magistrate  at  Fort  Peddie,  with  a 
salary  of  100/.  per  annum.     This  is  his  first  appointn>ent  in  the  public  service. 

Hector  Lowen. — Held  the  office  of  clerk  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  Albany,  from  16th 
September,  1S36,  to  30th  June,  1838,  with  a  salary  of  100/.  per  annum.  He  is  now  appwited 
clerk  to  the  resident  magistrate  of  Victoria,  with  a  like  salary  of  100/.  a-vear. 

J.  Cr.  Woodward, — Is  appointed  clerk  to  the  resident  magistrate  of  Albert,  with  a  salary  of 
100/.  per  annum.     His  first  appointment  in  the  public  service. 

ClerhM  ffthe  Peace. 

J.  H.  B.  Wtenand. — ^Was  appointed  on  the  1st  July,  1884,  clerk  to  the  resident  maratrate 
at  Graham's  Town,  division  of  Albany,  with  a  salary  of  SO/.  He  b  now  appointed  to  cleric  of 
the  peaceship  for  the  division  of  Victoria,  with  a  salanr  of  200/.  a-year. 

John  Blake, — Is  a  justice  of  the  peace,  without  salary,  and  son  of  the  late  Captain  Blake, 
formerly  resident  of  Saldanha  Bay.  He  is  appointed  clerk  of  the  peace  at  Albert^  with  a 
sabry  of  200/.  per  annum.     His  first  appointment  in  the  public  service. 

£.  s.  d. 
Charges  for  the  preceding  appointments  .....  2550  0  0 
Charges  for  constables^  gaolers,  scavengers,  lock-up  houses,  public 

offices,  &c.  &c.  for  the  several  stations  above  alluded  to    •  .         2018    0    0 


£4568    0    0 


End.  2  in  No.  1.  Enclosure  2  in  No.  1. 

Proclamation 

By  His  Excellency  Lieutenant  Greneral  Sir  Hbnrt  Geo»ge  Wakeltn  Smith 
Baronet,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Honovrable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath, 
Colonel  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Rifle  Brigade,  Administrator  of  the 
Government  of  the  Settlement  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  Soath  Africa, 
and  of  theTerrkoriei  and  Dependeacies  thereof  and  Ordinary,  and  Vice- Admiral 
of  the  same;  and  Her  Maiesty*s  High  Conamissioner  for  the  settling  and  adju^- 
ment  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Territories  in  Southern  Africa  adjao^it  and  contiguous 
to  the  Eaatom  and  North-£a8tem  Frontier  of  the  said  Colony,  &e.  &c.  Sec. 

Whereas  by  an  Ordinance  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council  thereof,  dated  the  26th  day  of  June,  1847, 
and  intituled  an  **  Ordinance  for  enabling  the  Governor  of  the  Colony  to  create  Courts  of 
Resident  Magistrates,**  it  is  amongst  other  things  provided  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  Governor  of  this  Colony,  or  the  officer  for  the  time  being  lawfully  exercising  the  govern- 
ment thereof,  by  any  proclamation  to  be  by  him  from  time  to  time  issued  for  that  purpose  and 
published  in  the  '*  Government  Gazette,**  to  erect,  constitute,  and  establish  courts  to  be  called 
Courts  of  Resident  Magistrates,  and  to  be  held  for  and  within  such  districts  respectively  as 
the  said  Governor  shall  in  any  such  proclamation  from  time  to  time  specify,  define,  or 
describe : — 

Now,  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  provision  of  said  Ordinance,  I  do  hereby  pjoclaim 
and  make  known,  that  I  have  constituted,  and  established  Courts  of  Resident  Magistrates  within 
the  following  districts,  which  shall,  from  and  after  this  date,  be  within  and  subject  to  the  juris- 
diction and  authority  of  the  said  Courts  respectively,  and  shall  cease  to  be  within  and  subject  to 
the  jurisdiction  and  autboriy  of  the  Courts  of  Resident  Magistrates  under  which  they  have 
hitherto  been  placed,  that  is  to  say : — 

The  district  of  Tulbagh,  which  shall  comprehend  the  Pield-cometcies  of  Tulbagh,  Voorste 
Omtreh  of  Cold  Bokkevelcl,  Warm  Bokkeveld,  voor  Twenty-four  Rivers,  and  those  parts  of  the 
Field-cornetcies  of  Breede  River,  and  Ackterste  Omtrek  of  Cold  Bokkeveld  which  are  included 
in  the  parish  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  Tulbagh  : — 

The  district  of  Piquetberg,  which  shall  comprehend  the  two  Field-cornetcies  of  Piketbergen, 
and  the  Pield-cometcies  of  Great  Berg  River,  Verloren  Valley,  over  Twenty- four  Rivers,  and 
St,  Helena  Bay : — 

The  district  of  Simon's  Town,  which  shall  comprehend  the  Field-cornetcies  of  Simon*s  Town, 
Ncord  Hoek  and  Wildschuts  Brand: — 

The  district  of  Riversdale,  which  shall  comprehend  the  Field-cornetciies  of  Rtversdale,  Vette 
River,  Kaffir  Kuils  Kiver,  Valsche  River,  Groot  Zwartebergand  Langeberg  .— 

The  district  of  Mossel  Bay,  the  boundaries  of  which  shall  be  those  of  the  parish  of  the  Dutch 
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Reformed  Church  of  Mossel  Bay,  as  described  in  the  Government  Notice,  dated  6th  Febrtiary,    ^^\qZ^^^^ 
1845,  and  published  in  the  **  Goremmettt  Gazette,"  No.  2042:—  T 

The  district  of  Richmond,  the  boundaries  of  which  shall  be  those  of  the  Parish  of  the  Dutch 
Beformed  Church  of  Richmond,  as  defined  in  the  Government  Notice^  dated  the  20th  November, 
1844,  and  published  in  the  **  Government  Gazette,'*  No.  2031. 

The  district  of  Bathurst,  which  shall  consist  of  the  Field-Cometcy  of  Bathurst : — 

The  district  of  Fort  Beaufort,  the  boundaries  of  which  shall  be  on  the  south,  the  Great  Fish 
River,  from  its  junction  with  the  Kat  River  to  its  junction  with  the  Koonap,  thence  the  Koonap 
to  its  junction  with  the  Kaga;  on  the  west  and  north,  die  present  boundaries  of  the  Albany 
district;  on  the  east,  the  Kat  River  from  its  junction  with  the  Fish  River  to  its  confluence  with 
a  small  river  called  the  Umdala,  thence  the  right  bank  of  the  Umdala  to  the  Tyumie  Height^ 
and  thence  the  present  boundary  of  the  Albany  district  to  Gaika*9  Kop ; — excluding,  however, 
from  the  territory  thus  defined,  the  native  settlements  or  locations  constituting  the  district  of 
Stockenstrom : — 

The  district  of  Stockenstrom,  which  shall  consist  of  the  six  Field-cornetcies,  into  which  the 
locations  of  that  settlement  are  divided : — 

The  district  of  Victoria,  which  shall  comprehend  that  part  of  the  difimn  of  Victoria,  wUdi 
lies  north  of  the  main  road  mmiing  from  Commity's  Drift  on  the  Great  Fisk  River  to  Com* 
mity*s  Hill,  and  thence  to  the  drift  on  the  Kieskaonna: — 

The  district  of  Fort  Peddie,  which  shall  comprehend  that  part  of  the  diviuons  of  Victoria 
lying  south  of  the  above-mentioned  line  of  Road : — 

The  district  of  Albert,  which  shall  comprehend  the  division  of  Albert. 

I  further  proclaim  and  make  known  that  the  boundaries  of  the  division  of  Port  Elizabeth,  as 
described  in  my  Proclamation  of  this  day's  date,  shall  henceforth  be  those  of  the  district  of  Port 
Elizabeth : — that  the  two  Field-cometcies  of  Koeberg,  from  and  after  this  date,  shall  cease  to  be 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  the  Resident  Magistrate  of  the  district  of  Malmesbury^  and 
shall  be  subject  to  that  of  the  Court  of  the  Resident  Magistrate  of  Cape  Town : — and  that  the 
Upper  Field-cometcy  of  River  Zonder  End  belonging  to  the  district  of  the  PaarU  and  the  Field- 
cometcy  of  Bot  and  Palmiet  River  belonging  to  that  of  Stellenboseh,  shall  in  like  manner  be 
removed  from  the  jurisdiction  under  which  they  are  respectively  placed,  and  be  subject  to  that 
of  the  Court  of  Resident  Magistrate  of  the  district  of  Caledon.  'SI 

And  in  order  to  avoid  misunderstanding  in  regard  to  the  extent  of  jurisdiction  of  the  respec- 
tive Courts  of  Resident  Magistrates  now  constituted  throughout  the  Colony,  I  hereby  make  it 
known  that  in  all  cases  in  which  the  boundary  lines  of  the  several  districts  may  intersect  a  place, 
farm,  or  other  location,  such  place  or  farm  shall  be  deemed  to  belong  to  that  district  in  which 
the  residence  of  the  owner  or  occupier  is  situate. 

God  save  the  Queen  I 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Public  Seal  of  the  Settlement  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
this  8th  day  of  March,  1848. 

(Signed)  H.  G.  Smith. 

By  Command  of  His  Excellency  the  AdmiQistrator  of  the  Governmettt, 

(Signed)  John  Montagu,  Secretary  to  Governm;int 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  1.  End.  3  in  No.  1. 

Proclamation 
By  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Henry  George  Wakelyn  Smith 
Baronet,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Honourable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath, 
Colonel  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Rifle  Brigade,  Administrator  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Settlement  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  South  Africa,  and  of  the 
Territories  and  Dependencies  thereof,  and  Ordinary,  and  Vice- Admiral  of  the 
same ;  and  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner  for  the  settling  and  adjustment  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Territories  in  Southern  Africa,  adjacent  and  contiguous  to  the 
Eastern  and  North- Eastern  Frontier  of  the  said  Colony,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient,  for  the  better  administration  of  the  civil  government  of  this 
cobny,  that  certain  of  its  territories  should  be  formed  into  new  and  separate  divisions,  for  all 
matters  connected  with  functions  and  duties  of  Civil  Commissioners. 

I  do,  therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  wherewith  I  am  vested,  hereby  proclaim  and  make 
known,  that  the  following  territories  shall  form  and  constitute  distinct  and  separate  divisions, 
that  is  to  say : — 

The  division  of  Malmesbury,  which  shall  comprehend  the  districts  of  Malmesbury  and 
PIquetberg,  as  defined  by  my  Proclamation  of  this  day's  date. 

The  division  of  the  Paarl,  which  shall  comprehend  the  district  of  the  P^ari. 

The  division  of  Caledon,  which  shall  comprehend  the  district  of  Caledon. 

The  division  of  Port  Elizabeth,  of  which  the  following  shall  be  the  boundaries  landwards : — 
Prom  the  place  Sea  View,  situate  south-west  of  Algoa  Bay  to  Goedamoed  s  Fountain,  thence 
to  Kragra  Kamma,  thence  to  Kagga  (mcluding  the  abovementioned  farm?,  together  with 


those  of  Bushy  Park  and  Chelsea),  from  Kagga  down  the  right  bank  of  the  Little  Zwartkop^s 
river,  to  its  junction  with  the  Great  Zwartkop°s  river,  and  thence  down  the  right  bank  of  said 
river  to  its  confluience  with  the  sea. 
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^^\npv^^^^        ^^^  divisions  of  Fort  Beaufort,  which  shall  comprehend  the  districts  of  Fort  Beaufort  and 
■  Stockenstrom,  as  defined  in  my  Proclamation  of  this  day's  date. 

God  save  the  Queen  ! 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  Public  Seal  of  the  Settlement  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  this 
8th  of  March,  1848. 

(Signed)  H.  6.  Smith. 

By  Command  of  His  Excellency,  the  Administrator  of  the  Government. 

(Signed)  John  Montagu,  Secretary  to  Government. 


End.  4  in  No.  1.  Enclosure  4  in  No.  1. 

Government  Notice. 
Colonial  Office,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  March  8,  1848. 
With  reference  to  the  Proclamation  of  this  day*s  date,  constituting  certain  additional 
Courts  of  Resident  Magistrates  in  the  colony,  and  defining  the  districts  respectively  placed  under 
their  jurisdiction,  his  Excellency  the  Administrator  of  the  Grovemment,  has  been  pleased  to 
cause  the  following  appointments  in  connexion  therewith  to  be  duly  notified,  viz. : — 

1-  J.  C.  Chase,  Esq.,  to  be  resident  magistrate  of  the  district  of  Albert. 

2.  G.  Dyason,  Esq.,  ditto,  ditto,  Bathurst. 

3.  M.  J.  H.  Borcherds,  Esq.,  ditto,  ditto.  Fort  Beaufort. 

4.  W.  M.  Edye,  Esq.,  ditto,  ditto.  Fort  Peddie. 

5.  George  Longmore,  Esq.,  ditto,  ditto,  Mossel  Bay. 

6.  J.  M.  Hill,  Esq.,  ditto,  ditto,  Piquetberg. 

7.  F.  Hope,  Esq.,  ditto,  ditto,  Richmond. 

8.  J.  Barnes,  Esq.,  ditto,  ditto,  Riversdale. 

9.  T.  H.  Bowker,  Esq.,  ditto,  ditto,  Stockenstrom. 
10.  F.  B.  Pimiey,  Esq..  ditto,  ditto,  Simon  s  Town. 
1 1    H.  Piers,  Esq.,  ditto,  ditto.  Tulbagh. 

12.  H.  Calderwood,  Esq.,  ditto,  ditto,  Victoria. 

By  his  Excellency's  Command. 
(Signed)  John  Montagu,  Secretary  to  Government 


End.  5  in  No.  1.  Enclosure  5  in  No.  1. 

Government  Notice. 

Colonial  Office,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  March  8,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  Proclamation  of  this  day's  date,  declaring  certain  territories  to 
be  distinct  and  separate  divisions,  his  Excellency  the  Administrator  of  the  Government,  has 
been  pleased  to  cause  the  following  appointments  to  be  duly  notified^  viz. ; — 

W.  F.  Bergh,  Esq.,  to  be  Civil  Commissioner  of  the  division  of  Malmcsbury. 

W.  M.  Mackay,  Esq..  ditto,  ditto,  Caledon. 

K.  N.  Van  Breda,  Esq.,  ditto,  ditto,  Paarl. 

W.  Lloyd,  Esq.,  ditto,  ditto.  Port  Elizabeth. 

M.  J.  H.  Borcnerds,  Esq.,  ditto,  ditto.  Fort  Beaufort. 

By  Command  of  his  Excellency,  the  Administrator  of  the  Government. 

(Signed)  John  Montagu,  Secretary  to  Government. 


End.  6  in  No.  1.  Enclosure  6  in  No.  1. 

Proclamation 

By  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Henry  George  Wakelyn  Smith, 
Baronet,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  most  Honourable  Military  Order  of  the 
Bath,  Colonel  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Rifle  Brigade,  Administrator  of  the 
Government  of  the  Settlement  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  South  Africa,  and  of 
the  Territories  and  Dependencies  thereof,  and  Ordinary  and  Vice-Admiral  of  the 
same,  and  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner  for  the  settling  and  adjustment  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Territories  in  Southern  Africa,  adjacent  and  contiguous  to  the 
Eastern  and  North-Eastern  Frontier  of  the  said  Colony,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Whereas  the  introduction  into  this  colony  (or  such  districts  of  the  same  as  are  suf- 
ficiently removed  from  the  eastern  frontier  thereof)  of  Kafir  youths,  to  be  apprenticed  to 
farmers  or  others,  would  greatly  tend  to  the  promotion  amongst  them  of  Christianity,  civiliza- 
tion, and  industrious  habits,  and,  at  the  same  time,  tend  in  some  degree  to  supply  the  want  of 
field  and  other  labour  which  the  inhabitants  experience:  And  whereas  the  results  which  have 
attended  the  system  of  apprenticing,  with  care  and  attention,  captured  negroes  set  free  from 
slavery y  have  been  such  as  to  show  that  Kafir  youths  will  be  sure  of  finding  humane  and  kind 
treatment,  and  in  time  be  enabled  to  improve  themselves  and  benefit  the  colony  in  a  degree 
proportionate  to  their  known  natural  capacity:  And  whereas,  in  order  to  secure  the  social 
advantages  aforesaid,  I  have  made,  and  caused  to  be  made,  to  the  subjugated  chiefs  and 
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people,  strong  representations  in  regard  to  the  benefit  which  would  accrue  to  their  now  very    ^"^^^pu^^^ 
destitute  and  wholly  ignorant  and  helpless  youths,  were  they  placed  under  the  care  and  protec-  ' 

tion  of  the  colonial  Government^  in  order  to  be  apprenticed  to  carefully  selected  masters,  whose 
duty  it  bhould  be  to  feed,  clothe,  and  instruct  them  :  And  whereas  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
a  considerable  nuqnber  of  Kafir  youths  of  different  ages  will  be  voluntarily,  and  from  time  to 
time,  placed  in  my  hands  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  whom  it  is  my  intention  to  send  to  the 
several  districts  of  this  colony,  as  I  may,  from  time  to  time,  deem  suitable  :  And  whereas  it  is 
necessary  to  make  known  the  rules  and  regulations  under  which  the  said  youths  will  be  appren- 
ticed ;  now,  therefore,  I  do  hereby  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known  that  the  following  rules 
and  regulations  shall  be  strictly  observed : — 

1.  Every  apprentice  shall  be  apprenticed  by  an  indenture,  as  much  as  may  be  in  the  same 
form  as  the  blank  indenture  hereto  annexed. 

2.  Every  such  indenture  shall  be  executed  by  the  resident  magistrate  of  the  district,  acting 
for  the  apprentice  on  the  one  part,  and  by  the  master  on  the  other  part. 

3.  Every  apprentice  under  15  years  of  age  may  be  apprenticed  to  a  trade,  or  as  a  farm  or 
domestic  servant,  till  he  attain  the  age  of  18  years. 

4.  Every  apprentice  of  the  age  of  15  years  or  upwards  may  be  apprenticed  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  three  years. 

5.  Every  indenture  shall  be  executed  in  duplicate,  one  copy  to  be  delivered  to  the  master, 
and  the  otner  copy  to  be  preserved  of  record  in  the  office  of  me  resident  magistrate,  who  shall 
make  periodical  returns  of  the  contracts  of  every  such  indenture,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall 
hereafter  be  directed. 

And  I  do  further  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known,  that  all  resident  magistrates  who  shall 
or  may  be  called  upon  to  act  in  or  about  the  apprenticing  of  any  of  the  young  persons  aforesaid, 
are  enjoined  and  expected  to  exercise  their  best  and  most  anxious  discretion  in  selecting  from 
amongst  the  inhabitants  applying  for  such  apprentices,  fitting  masters  and  mistresses,  and  to 
take  steps,  from  time  to  time,  to  ascertain  that  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  indentures 
entered  into  are  duly  fulfilled,  and  generally  to  endeavour,  as  much  as  in  them  lies,  to  secure 
the  well-working  of  the  present  attempt  to  add  to  the  scanty  supply  of  colonial  labour,  and  at 
the  same  time,  by  reclaiming  from  a  life  of  idleness,  ignorance,  and  lawlessness,  a  number  of 
the  youth  of  British  Kafraria^  to  contribute,  together  with  the  other  measures  now  in  progress, 
to  the  peace,  good  order,  and  gradual  advancement  of  that  important  province. 

God  save  the  Queen. 

Given  under  the  Public  Seal  of  the  Settlement  of  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope,  this  27th  day  of 
January,  1848. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency  the  Administrator  of  the  Government, 

(Signed)  J.  A.  Le  Sueur. 

Pro  Secretary  to  Government,  absent  on  duty. 


District  of 


} 


This  Indenture,  made  the           day  of  ,  in  the            Year  of  Our  Lord  One  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  forty-            ,  between  ,  the  Resident  Magistrates  of  the 

district  of                        of  the  one  part,  and  of                           in  the  said 
district,  of  the  other  part, 

WITNESSETH,  That  the  said  hath  put  out  and  bound,  and  doth  hereby  put 

out  and  bind,  a  certain  male  Kafir,  named  ,  about  the  age  of        years,      feet 

inches  in  height,  or  b^  whatsoever  other  name,  age,  or  height  the  said  shall  be 

hereafter  known  or  distroguished.  apprentice  to  the  said  from  the  date  hereof,  for  and 

during  the  term  of        years  from  thence  next  ensuing,  if  the  said  apprentice  shall  so  long  live,  to  serve 
the  said  in  the  craft,  trade,  or  employment  of  in  the  colony 

of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

And  the  said  ,  in  consideration  of  such  apprenticeship,  doth  hereby  for 

self,       heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  covenant,  promise,  and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said 

acting  for  the  said  apprentice,  in  manner  and  form  following,  that  is  to  say :— that 
the  said  shall  and  will  diligently  and  faithfully  instruct  and  teach,  or  cause  to  be 

instructed  and  taught  the  said  apprentice  in  the  craft,  trade,  or  employment  of  ,  and  in 

all  things  whatever  relating,  incident,  or  belonging  thereto,  during  the  said  term.    And  also  that 
the  said  shall  and  will  provide  and  allow  to  the  said  apprentice  sufficient,  decent,  and 

comfortable  food  and  clothing,  lodging,  medical  assistance,  medicines,  and  other  necessaries  during  the 
said  term  of  service ;  and  also  shall  and  will  pay  and  allow  to  the  said  apprentice,  the  wages  or  remu- 
neration following,  that  is  to  say : — 

And  also  shall  and  will  cause  the  said  apprentice  to  be  carefully  instructed,  and  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible, in  the  Christian  religion,  and  to  be  taken,  when  sufficiently  instructed,  to  be  baptized;  and  also 
shall  and  will  permit,  and  suffer,  and  encourage  the  said^apprentice  to  attend  public  worship.  And  also 
shall  and  will,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  any  time  when  thereunto  reqeuested  by  the  resident  magistrate 
of  the  district  aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  or  by  any  other  person  by  the  said  resident  magistrate  there- 
unto authorized,  in  writing,  produce  the  said  apprentice  for  inspection  and  examination,  and  shall  not, 
nor  will,  alter  or  chance  the  name  of  the  said  apprentice,  and  when  the  said  apprentice  shall  have  been 
baptized,  that  then  and  in  such  case        ,  the  said  ,  shall  and  will  immediately  cause 

notice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  said  resident  magistrate  for  the  time  being,  in  order  that  the  identity  of 
such  apprentice  may  at  all  times  thereafter  be  known  and  distinguished. 

^*  And  the  said  doth  hereby  for        self,        heirs,  executors,  and  administrators, 

iurtber  covenant,  promise,  and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said  in  manner  and  form 

following,  that  is  to  say ;  that        the  said  ,  or  any  person  or  persons  by        direction 
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CAFl  t)F  W)OD    or  permistion,  ftball  not,  nor  willt  durkif  the  tena  aforeMid,  trest,  or  wUtingly  or  wiUingl^rcauie, 
^^^*  permit,  cmt  suffer  to  be  treated  with  hardship  or  seyerity,  the  said  ap|n:entice,  nor  will  assign  the  said 

""^  i^prentice  to  any  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  or  send,  or  permit^  or  svbSer,  or  cause,  or  procuxe 

to  be  sent,  the  said  apprentice  to  any  other  colony,  island,  or  place  than  the  said  colony  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  without  the  previous  license,  in  writing,  of  the  resident  magistrate  of  the  said  district  for 
the  time  being.  And  in  case  of  any  default  or  neglect  in  the  due  performance  of  all  or  any  of  the 
aforesaid  covenants,  which,  on  die  part  and  behalf  of  the  said  are  to  he  done,  Icept, 

and  petlbrmed,  ail  right  and  title  to  the  further  Mertice  of  die  said  apprentioe  shall,  at  the  election  af 
the  aaid  resident  tmaghtfate  of  the  said  district  for  the  time  being,  be  ferfeited,  aad  ihe  terms  of  ap- 
praiticeship^  iiereiDbefbse  mtnttoned,  shidl  dienoefbrth,  shfidd  he  tkaak  ptqpar,  ahtobitely  oeaae  aod 
determine. 

Provided  idways,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and  agneed,  tikBi  in  ease  4ie  aaid 
shall  happen  to  depart  this  life  before  the  expiration  of  the  said  tevm  hereinbefiira  mentionedt  then^  and 
iaihat  case,  ail  xsightand  title  of  theaaid  executors  and  administrators,  ia  uid  to 

the  services  of  the  said  apprentice  shall  thereafter  cease  and  determine  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
whatsoever,  as  if  this  indenture  had  not  been  made.  And  the  resident  magistrate  of  the  said  district 
for  the  time  being,  shall  and  may  be  at  free  liberty  again  to  put  out  and  apprentice  the  said  i^pprentioe 
to  such  or  other  person  or  persons  as  he,  in  his  discretion,  *Miall  deem  expedient  for  that  purpose,  for 
the  remainder  of  the  said  term  without  any  molestation  or  interruption  whatsoever  from  the  execators 
or  administrators  of  the  said 

And,  lastly,  for  the  due  and  faithful  performsiDce  of  all  and  «v«ry  the  several  cofenai^  dauaes,  and 

agreeanents  hereinbefore  mentioned  and  contained,  which,  by  and  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  aaid 

are  to  be  done,  loept,  aad  performed  ia  maaaer  and  foisn  seforemd,         the  aaid 

doth  hereby  bind        self,        heirs,  executors,  and  administators,  and       per- 

^aoa  and  property  according  to  law. 

And,  lastly,  it  is  hereby  furUier  agreed  and  declared,  that  it  shall  and  may  he  kwfiil  to  and  for  the 
resident  magistrate  of  the  said  district  for  the  time  being,  or  any  other  person  authorized  thereto  by  hia 
Excellency  the  Gouemor  of  this  colony  for  the  time  being,  to  commence  and  prosecute,  have,  sue  for, 
recover  arud  receive,  but  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty,  her  heirs  and  auccessors,  an^  action  or  actions,  suit 
or  suits,  or  other  proceeding  or  proceedings,  on  foot  of  this  indenture,  fi)r  obtaimng  redress,  and  for  the 
protection  of  the  said  apprentice,  or  otherwise,  according  to  llie  law  of  tfae^said  colony,  aad  to  imie 
execution  thweon. 

In  witness  whereof  ihe  said  parties  to  these  presents  have  hereimto  aet  their  hands  andaeak,  tiie  day 
and  year  test  abova  wrtttea. 


No.  2.  (No.  870  No,  2. 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart,  G.C.B^ 
to  Earl  Grey^  dated  Govemment  House;,  Gape  Town,  May  22,  1848. 

(Received  July  28,  1848.) 

**  With  reference  to  affairs  in  Kafirland,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  commu- 
nication which  I  have  received  from  the  Commissioner  attached  to  Sandilli ; 
and  I  rejoice  in  being  able  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  all  my  measures  in 
Bfdtish  Kalraria  pvogrees  under  the  zealous  command  of  Colonel  Mackinnoa; 
«nd  t^Atl^e  tmlitary  villages,  regarded  as  a  whole,  have  succeeded  thiw  far 
much  better  than  I  had  contemplated.  The  fiiendly  feeling  of  the  distant 
trans-Keian  chief  Faku,  is  sufficiently  shown  by  the  following  expression  of  his 
satis&ction  on  hearing  of  my  intention  to  send  him  a  Commissioner,  contained 
in  a  letter  written  by  his  request:  '  Faku  begs  to  state  that  he  feels  gfateful  to 

*  his  fother,  the  great  Governor,  for  liie  very  kind  inteiert  he  takes  in  Im 

*  behalf,  and  wishes  always  to  be  considered  as  a  child  of  the  English 
■*  Governor.' " 

■  «  iiifci     ii  II*.    ■■■  1^ 

£ncl.  in  No.  2.  Enclosure  in  .No.  2. 

Sir,  Fort  CJox,  May  2,  1848. 

I  HAVE  the  honourto  seiki  yom  SmdiUi's  BMirer  to  fattJlxoeUeBcy's. latter,  takca  dovti 
verbatim  from  his  own  lips,  as  follows  : — 

'^Thanks  to  my  fathir  for  his  goodness.  His  word  is  |;ood,  and  he  shows  me  it  is  true; 
I  can  do  nothing  against  it ;  I  am  under  fars  fset,  yrt  he  cdmme  ion;  I'soe,  diat  t&triith,  he 
has  adopted  me,  and  is  become  father  and  benefactor  of  the  Kafirs.  I  have  now  no  will  but 
his ;  he  is,  indeed,  the  Inkosi  Inkula. 

*'  I  rejoice  to  see  that  my  father,  ibouffh  far  faoot  me,  does  not  foi^et  me ;  aad  his  letter 
idlall  be  often  read  to  me.    I  am  satiflfiad,  and  can  eompkuA  of  nothing. 

*^  I  thank  for  the  plough,  thooxnn,  the  seed,  Mid  tools  givea  to  me.  I  am  now  poor,  and^ 
Mith  my  cSiildren  and  ser^irts,  sufffr  hunger ;  but  my  father  has  tow  pirt  food  and  property 
in  my  hand,  and  I  hope  soon  ugain  t?o  be  nch,** 

Whenever  the  plough  for  SatrfilHaTrireB  he  will  commence  breakii^  ground,  having  already 
cleared  a  considerable  piece  from  stones  und  roots  with  the  axes  and  picks  furnished  to  him  by 
Colonel  Mackinnon. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  Charles  Brownlg^ 

li.  Southey,  Esq.,  Aseistant  Gaika  Conunissioaec* 

Secretary  to  his  Excdlency  H.  JVI.'s  High  Commissioner. 
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(No.  94.)  No.  3.  ^^^^SIJ^^^^ 

^  ^  HOPS. 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart,  G.C.B.,  -^— 

to  Earl  Grey,  dated  Government  House,  Cape  Town,  June  13,  1848.  ^^  ^• 

(Received  September  2,  1848.)  f^sjt^s^^^^^ 

^  The  magistrates,  Messrs.  Biddulph  and  O'Reilly,  have  been  received  i«g«  43. 
at  Wiaberg  and  Cal^don  with  every  dcBoionstration  of  respect ;   and  thus,  I 
trust,  IS  established  that  nucleus  of  good  order  and  rule  which  I  have  had  in 
contemplation.    The  trusty  and  well-disposed  are  staunch  in  the  profession  of 
their  loyalty ;  the  wavering  will  be  gained,  and  the  adverse  party,  notwith- 
standing the  efforts  and  activity  of  individusds,  will  soon  feel  themselves  to  be 
greatly  in  the  minority,  will  observe  the  progressive  improvement  of  things 
around  them,  and  either  remain  sullenly  quiet  or  desire  to  be  again  receiv^ 
within  the  pale  of  social  and  Christian  order.     I  have  a  schoolmaster  already  ♦  y  ^    -      ^ 
en  route  to  Winberg ;  and  the  offer*  of  the  Messrs.  Halse  clearly  demonstrates  o'ReiUy,  c«Qv^ing 
the  faith  in  the  present  order  of  things ;  for  nothing  is  so  conclusive  as  when  a  Messrs.  kaise's 
money  question  is  involved.  offer  (annexed). 

"British  Kafraria  is  settling  down  in  every  respect  as  I  could  desire.    The  Extract  of  a  letter 
missionaries  are  all  at  their  stations ;  and  their  replies  to  queries  which  I  have  ^^e°Gov^^^^^^ 
submitted  to  them,  as  to  the  best  method  to  be  adopted  to  promote  Christianity  specting  the  erection 
and  civilization,  show  that  we  generally  agreq.    The  absence  of  inroad  into  the  ^g^g^"^^^^  ^*g ' 
colony  just  now,  during  the  long  winter  nights,  is  the  more  remarkable  from  — ^  *^*^ — — 
the  present  being  the  usual  season  for  depredation.     The  Kafir  police  is  most 
active  and  efficient    I  attribute  much  of  uie  prevention  of  theft  to  the  manner  .  «         rv  a 
in  which  it  is  posted ;  and  its  success  in  tracing  stolen  property  is  invariable.f     deprSSion8,page 

*'  The  military  villages!  continue  to  progress  better  than  I  dared  to  hope  for,  le. 
dischai^ed  soldiers  being,  by  no  means,  the  best  class  of  settlers.    The  Civil  {Return  of  military 
Commissioner,  Mr.  Calderwood,  in  his  last  report  upon  these  villages,  states,  villages  (Enclosure 
that  *for  the  last  four  weeks  there  has  been  a  decided  improvement.     At  ^)»  P^g^  ^^- 
'  Woburn  there  are  not  so  many  houses  in  a  state  of  forwardness  as  at  the  other 
*  villages,  but  the  houses  that  are  there  erected  are  substantial  stone  and  brick 
'  buildings.    At  the  other  villages  there  is  now  a  house  for  every  settler,  in  a 
'  state  of  more  or  less  forwardness.    The  best  of  the  men  remain,  and  they 
^  seem  in  earnest  about  getting  on.     In  the  course  of  this  and  next  montha 
'  large  quantity  of  land  will  be  laid  under  the  plough.* 

'*  So  soon  as  I  receive  the  confirmation  of  my  measures  from  your  Lordship, 
which  I  am  inclined  to  hope  for,  and  make  it  known  to  the  Kafir  chiefs  and  to 
the  colony,  I  shall  carry  into  effect  some  changes  in  British  Kafraria,  one  of 
which  will  be  the  withdrawal  of  a  regiment  of  the  line  from  the  eadtem  fron- 
tier. I  have  some  idea  of  forming  one  division  of  the  Kafir  police  into  a 
r^ular  corps,  the  half  being  mounted,  on  the  precedent  of  the  Cape  Rifles : 
this  requires,  however,  to  be  gradually,  not  precipitately,  effected." 

Enclosure  1  in  No.  8.  End.  1  in  No.  3. 

Sir,  Waterval,  Caledon  River  District,  May  18, 1848. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  your  infcMiiiation,  according  to  our  mutual  arrange- 
ment, that  I  have  found  this  ^ace  by  far  the  most  eligible  spot  for  my  station ;  it  is  within  45 
minutes'  ride  of  the  Caledon  RiYer,  and  in  a  central  position  of  the  district,  as  well  as  being 
surrounded  by  farmers.  There  is  a  beautiful  valley  on  it — a  most  desirable  situation  for  a 
village — with  two  fountain^  which  will  irrigate  a  number  of  erven  ;§  wood  in  abundance, 
whim  in  these  parts  is  no  small  recomnaendatton.  I  have  made  the  following  arrangement 
with  the  owners,  Messrs.  H.  and  F.  Halse  : — that  I  take  possession  of  all  the  buildings  on 
the  place;  which  will  enable  me  to  bftve  offices,  gaol,  &o.  &c.,  without  putting  Government 
to  any  expense  for  some  time  to  come;  at  all  events  not  uatil  the  fuods  of  the  district  \«dll 
admit  of  making  an  outlay  for  such  piuposes.  They  (Messrs.  H-  and  F«  Hal^e)  to  give 
500/,  towards  the  ereetion  of  a  Dutch  Reformed  Church;  to  nve  up  the  whole  place,  a^ut 
4000  morgen,  in  commonage,  retaining  to  themselves  the  right  of  the  sale  of  erven,  and  of 
course  the  proceeds ;  to  give  around  for  the  church  to  be  built  on;  as  also  an  erf  for  offices 
and  prison ;  and  all  rights  and  privileges  to  belong  to  Government  aif^er  the  sale  qf  the  «rven. 

This  arrangement  seems  to  me  to  be  so  liberal  on  their  part,  and  so  extremely  beneficial  tot  he 
public — a  village  being  form^  without  a  fraction  of  expense  to  Government,  in  the  district 
of  <^iledon — that  I  f<m  oonfideot  you  will  at  oaoe  coincide  with  me^  and  submit  it  for  his 
Excellency  the  Governor's  favourable  eontid^ratioo. 

J  have,  &c.. 
Major  Warden,  British  Resident.  (Signed^  J.  O'Reilly, 

Civil  Commissioner  for  Gidedon  District. 


§  Plots  of  Ground. 
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^^  TOPE^^^  Enclosure  2  in  No.  3. 

End,  aln^No.  3^^  Returns  of  Kafir  Depredatioks. 

Return  of  Colonial  Property  reported  Stolen  from  the  16th  to  the  30th  of  April,  1848. 


EncL  3  in  No.  3. 


Dales. 


Stolen. 


April  16 


Reported. 


April  26 


From  whom 
stolen. 


CommiMariat 
Department, 
Fort  Peddle. 


Stolen. 


Hones 


Cattle.  Sheep. 


Location 
traced  to. 


Umhala*s 


Thiet 


ReeoTered. 


Horses. 


Mayolo  and       2 
Umbalue. 


Cattle. 


Sheep. 


Fine. 


Horses, 


Cattle. 


RsMABK. — ^Apprebended  by  the  civil  police,  and  baring  no  means  of  paying  a  fine,  each  thief  received  a  corporal 

punishmeDt  of  50  laahes. 


(Signed) 


Gborge  Mackinkon, 

Colonel  and  Chief  Commissioner. 


Return  of  Colonial  Property  reported  Stolen  from  the  1st  to  the  15th  of  May,  1848. 


Dates. 

From  whom 
Stolen. 

Stol    . 

Location 
traced  to. 

Thief. 

Recovered. 

Fine. 

Stolen. 

Reported. 

Horses 

Cattle. 

Sheep. 

Horses  Cattle. 

1 

Sheep. 

HoiseeJ  Cattle. 

April  28 

April  29 

Mr.  Filmore, 
Kariega 
River, 

• . 

10 

•  • 

Seyolo's 

Klass 

•  • 

9 

•  • 

•• 

7 

RKMARK.~The  police  found  one  ox  slaughtered  near  Pict  Apple  Tower,  the  remainder  of  the  cattle  were  recovered  by 
them  and  returned  to  the  owner,  together  with  one  cow  in  compensation  for  the  slaughtered  ox.  The  thief  was  cap- 
tured by  the  police,  and  received  at  Xiug  William's  Town  25  lashes. 


(Signed) 


George  Mackinnon, 

Colonel  and  Chief  Commissioner. 


Return  of  Colonial  Property  reported  Stolen  from  the  16th  to  the  31st  of  May,  1848. 

None. 
(Signed)  George  Mackinnon, 

Colonel  and  Chief  Commissioner. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  3. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,G.C.B.,  to  Major 

Warden^  British  Resident,  &c.  &c. 

We  have  written  to  Holland  for  t.wo  clergymen :  in  the  meantime  turn  your  attention 
to  funds  for  the  construction  of  churches — one  at  Winberg ;  one  at  Bloem  Fontien ;  one  at 
Caledon  residency ;  and  set  on  foot  subscriptions.  Put  my  name  at  the  head  of  each  for  300 
rix  dollars;  and,  as  the  funds  aixumulate^  so  will  I,  from  the  treasury,  add  equal  sums,  as  the 
best  mode  to  ensure  a  commencement  to  build  immediately. 


Eocl.  4  in  No.  3. 


Enclosure  4  in 

No.  3 

. 

Return  of  Military  Villages  on  the  Frontier  of  the  Colony  of  the  < 

Cape  of  Good  Ho 

)e. 

Village. 

Commanded  by 

'   a 

1 

2 

1 

i 

1 

i 

• 

•i 

1  6 

1 

* 

I 

> 

6 

I 

Juanasburg  . 

Captain   Moultrie,  45th  Regi- 
ment, Superintendent. 

1 

•  . 

1 

4 

65 

2 

2 

75 

Woburn .     . 

Lieut.    Armylage,   6th    Regi- 
ment, Superintendent 

•  • 

1 

1 

3 

66 

Nil. 

Nil. 

71 

Auckland     . 

Sergeant  Thos.  Porter,  late  of 
9l8t  Regiment,  Superintendent. 

.  . 

5 

4 

54 

12 

42 

115 

Ely  .     •     . 

Corporal  F.  Jacob,  late  of  27th 
Regiment,  in  charge. 

Total        .     .      . 

.  • 

•• 

1 

43 

3 

11 

58 

1 

1 

7 

12 

22S 

17 

55 

319 

Mb3i. — A  large  Hottentot  village  in  progress  of  formation  on  the  ^*  Beka. 
Deputy  Quarter-Master  General's  Office,  John  Garvock,  Major, 


Cape  Town,  June  13,  1848. 


Private  Secretary. 
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(No.  99.)  No,  4.  ^^HOPR^^^ 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart,  G.C.B.,  to  ;;— 

Earl  Grey.  ^^•^• 

Government  House,  Cape  Town,  June  24,  1848. 
My  Lord,  {Received  September  12,  1848.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch  of  the  31st  March,  1848,  No.  108,*  in  which  is  conveyed  Her  Ma- 
jesty's confirmation  of  my  measure  in  extending  the  former  nominal  northern 
boimdary  of  this  colony  to  a  positive  and  well-defined  one,  viz.,  the  Orange 
River ;  although  some  apprehension  is  expressed  on  your  Lordship's  part  as  to 
the  consequences  which  at  some  future  period  may  ensue. 

The  exposition  of  the  circumstances  which,  as  it  appears  to  me,  rendered 
this  measure  advisable,  so  ably  afforded,  in  my  opinion,  by  Colonel  Michell, 
the  Surveyor-General,  was  transmitted  in  my  Despatch  to  your  Lordship  of 
the  18th  December,  1847;t  and  will,  I  hope,  upon  a  further  reference,  tend  to 
remove  this  apprehension,  and  to  show  the  improbability  of  the  occurrence  of 
any  of  the  evils  conceived  to  be  attached  to  my  proceeding. 

I  can  assure  your  Lordship  that  my  sole  aim  is  to  meet  your  wishes,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  colony,  and  that  every  act  of  my  administration  has  for  its  object 
peace,  harmony,  tranquillity,  and  economy ;  and  feeling  confident,  as  I  do,  of 
the  expediency  of  the  measure  in  question,  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing 
my  gratification,  that  while  some  regret  is  evinced  by  your  Lordship  at  its 
adoption,  it  has  not  been  deemed  requisite  to  withhold  Her  Majesty's 
sanction. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  H.  G.  SMITH. 

&c.        &c.        &. 

(No.  105.)  No.  5.  No.  5. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Government  House,  Cape  Town,  July  20,  1848. 
My  Lord,  {Received  October  9,  1848.)  Answered  No.  204, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state  to  your  Lordship,  that  as  no  subject  occupies  43.  '  ■  ^^^ 
more  of  my  attention  than  the  rule  and  civilization  of  the  Kafir  tribes,  I  some 
time  since  addressed  a  circular  letter  to  the  several  missionaries,  as  to  the  best 
method  to  pursue  for  effecting  so  desirable  an  object.  The  tenor  of  their 
replies  is  conflicting ;  some  recommending  very  extravagant  impossibilities, 
others  offering  very  reasonable  suggestions;  but  all  agreeing  on  one  point — 
viz.,  the  vast  utility  of  normal  schools.  I  directed  duplicates  of  these  opinions 
of  the  missionaries  to  be  sent  to  Colonel  Mackinnon,  conveying  at  the  same  ^Q-  ^' 

time  my  desire  that  he  should  report  thereon ;  and  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy 
of  his  report,  which  contains  very  able,  judicious,  and  practical  recom- 
mendations. 

Your  Lordship  will  observe,  that  a  species  of  tax  accrues  to  the  treasury  by 
the  fines  levied  upon  the  Kafirs  ;  and  the  fund  arising  from  the  traders*  licenses, 
which  is  of  course  derived  from  the  Kafirs,  is  very  considerable,  The  legi- 
timate object  of  this  fund,  however,  must  not  be  lost  sight  of,  viz.,  the  formation 
of  roads,  establishment  of  schools,  &c.  Colonel  Mackinnon  likewise  very  justly 
remarks,  that,  by  their  consumption  of  various  articles  of  British  manufacture, 
the  Kafirs  contribute  to  the  customs'  import  duties;  and  I  shall  consequently 
not  attempt  certainly  for  the  present  to  impose  any  direct  tax  upon  them. 
The  following  are  the  items  of  expense  in  British  Kafraria  :-- 

£. 

1  Chief  Commissioner 500 

1  Interpreter,  &c.      .         .        .        •        .        .      200 

1  Commissioner 500 

1  Clerk 150 

1  Assistant  Conmiissioner         ....      250 

1  Clerk 150 


1750 


*  Vide  page  29  of  Kafir  Papers,  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  Command,  July,  1848. 
t  Ditto  page  21. 
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^^^^^^nSi?^^  ^^^  *^^  whole  cost  of  ruling    it,  therefore, 

^^'  amounts  to    . 1730 

Add  to  this  the  salaries  of  the  Commissioners 
with  the  Chiefs  Faku  and  Kreili   .        •  500 


Total         .        .  £2250 


A  Commissioner  with  a  large  salary  was  appointed  to  the  Tambookies  during 
the  administration  of  my  predecessor ;  and  as  his  office  is  one  which  could  be 
readily  and  most  eflTectively  filled  at  less  expense  by  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Bonatz,  o{ 
the  well-regulated  Moravian  Mission  at  Shiloh,  I  propose  to  abolish  ttie 
appointment  so  soon  as  I  can  provide  for  Mr.  Cole,  who  was  taken  out  of  the 
colony  as  a  Civil  Commissioner ;  in  which  a^^intment  I  hope  speedily  to  be 
enabled  by  a  vacancy  to  replace  him. 

His  present  salary  with  the  Tambookies,  and  that  of  his  clerk,  amounts  to 
7501 ;  and  as  100/.  a-year  will  be  ample  remuneration  to  Mr.  Bonatz,  a  saving 
of  650/.  will  be  thus  effected. 

The  expenses  of  my  system  beyond  the  Orange  River  will  be  defrayed  by 
die  population ;  hence  there  will  be  a  saving  of  the  salary  of  the  British 
resident  and  his  establishment,  amounting  to  881 Z.  a-year. 

The  Treasury  is  no  longer  burdened  with  the  salary  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  the  Eastern  Province,  his  secretary,  and  establishment,  amounting 
altogether  to  27651 

Your  Lordship  will  thus  perceive  that,  exclusive  of  the  change  in  contem*- 
plation  as  regards  the  Tambookie  Commissioner,  and  the  salary  of  the  British 
resident  at  "  Bloem  Fontein,**  the  reduction  effected  exceeds  by  upwards  of 
500/.  the  amount  of  the  fresh  expenses  lately  entailed  upon  the  colony ;  and 
that  the  system  which  prevails  is  one  of  economy.  It  is  one  which  must  be 
supported  by  the  Colonial  Treasury ;  although,  as  I  have  not  yet  received  your 
Lordship's  confirmation  of  the  whole  of  my  measures,  I  have  not  made  the 
Accessary  provision  for  it  in  the  estimates  which  have  recently  passed  the 
Council.  These  charges  will  therefore,  for  this  year,  be  paid  through  the 
Commissariat,  and  be  ultimately  transferred  to  the  Colonial  Treasury. 

The  expense  of  the  &tst  division  of  the  Kafir  police  has  been  included  in  the 
estimates  for  the  ensuing  year ;  the  provision  for  the  second  division  is  under 
my  consideratiea,  and  my  views  on  tnis  sulgect  shall  be  hereafter  submitted  to 
your  Lordship.  The  cost  of  the  police  will  be  now  considerably  reduced^  in 
oMisequence  of  the  contract  for  provisions  being  upwards  of  50  per  cent,  lower 
than  during  the  war. 

The  sum  to  be  expended  on  Kafir  presents  on  the  7th  January  next,  the  day 
on  which  the  chiefs  bring  their  token  of  obedience,  may  amount  to  betweeiL 
5002.  and  6002. ;  but  this  item  will,  in  a  great  measure,  be  counterbalanced  by 
the  fines  for  depredations  levied  on  the  Kafirs  themselves. 

I  have  thus  given  your  Lordship  an  outline  of  the  eaqpirase  of  governing 
British  Kafraria>  and  of  maintaining  amity  with  the  tribes  beyond  it  There 
is  already  a  demand  for  British  manufeictures  among  the  natives ;  the  progre^ 
of  civilization  will,  I  trusty  before  long  increase  this  demand ;  and  the  revenue 
be  thus  generally  benefited. 
No.  2.  I  enclose  extract  copies  of  ray  recent  reports  from  British  Kafi*aria,  together 

No.  3.  with  a  letter  and  statement  from  Colonel  Mackinnon;  by  which  your  Lord- 

ship will  percdv«  the  maomer  in  which  the  License  Fund  has  hitherto  been 
applied,  and  the  progress  whidi  has  been  made  in  the  formation  of  roads,  &c» 
in  British  Kafraria. 

•  I  have,  &C., 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  H.  G.  SMITH. 

&C.  &)C  &c. 


End.  1  in  No.  &  ISnclosure  1  in  No.  5. 

Sir,  King  WUUam «  Towa,  July  2,  1848. 

Havin6  given  ^attenttve  consideration  to  the  replies  of  the  various  missionaries,  ia 
British  Kafraria,  to  a  circular  letter  which  your  Excellency  caused  to  be  addressed  to  them, 
calling  for  their  Opinions  respecting  the  best  measures  to  pursue  for  the  civilization  and  improve- 
ment of  the  Eanrs,  and  to  a  memorandum  which  your  Excellency  has  transmitted  to 
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directing  mr  attention  to  certain  points  in  these  replies,  I  now  beg  leave  to  offer  such  obser-    OAPB  OF  QQGP 
vations  on  this  subject  as  my  experience  in  this  country  suggests  to  me.  BOFJf. 

I  have  received  from  the  following  missionaries  copies  oftheir  replies  to  the  circular  written 
by  your  Excellency's  order :  Messrs.  M'Diarmid^  Bayser,  Warner,  Laing  and  Weir  (united), 
Scliisdtsheiss,  Kroft,  Ross,  and  Bonatz. 

The  principal  points  adverted  to  in  these  letters  appear  to  me  to  be  as  follows : — 

1st.  A  revenue  tobe  Obtained  from  the  Kafirs  by  means  of  a  capitation  tax. 

I  commence  with  this  subject,  as  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  ascertain  what  the 
pecuniary  resources  of  British  Elafiraria  are^  independent  of  the  aid  which  may  be  furnished 
from  other  quarters. 

Tour  ExceUency  has  suggested  a  capitation  tax  of  1^.  per  head  anaually  on  all  Kafirs  who 
.  can  pay  it    Mr*  Warner,  one  of  the  missionaries,  suggests  4^.  or  5^.  on  au  Kafirs  above  the 
Bge  of  circumcision. 

I  conceive  that  such  a  tax  would  be  most  difficult,  if  not  impossible  to  raise ;  and  that  the 
attempt  to  raise  it  would  render  the  Government  most  ui^)opuIar.  To  obtsun  the  payment  in 
money  generally  would  be  impossible,  as  few  of  the  Kafi^  except  those  in  the  immediate 
]ieifi[hbourhood  of  the  military  posts,  possess  money.  They  carry  on  their  traffic  with  the 
traders  by  means  of  an  ioterdiange  of  commodities.  It  would  therefore  be  necessary  to  look 
for  some  other  means  of  obtaining  this  contribution.  This  could  only  be  effected  by  requiring 
each  tribe  or  kraal  to  pay  a  certain  proportion  of  cattle,  according  to  their  numbers,  as  they 
will  appear  in  the  Census  returns,  and  to  sell  these  cattle  on  the  Government  account. 

We  might  perhfi^ps  obtain  this  eontribution  in  a  peaceable  manner  from  the  Kafirs,  who  are 
under  our  immediate  eye ;  but  from  the  more  distant  ones  we  should  have  great  difficulty  in 

£tting  it  paid,  and  should  be  involved  in  a  continued  petty  war  in  attempting  to  enforce  our 
nsands. 

I  would  also  observe^  that  at  the  great  meeting  on  the  7th  January  last,  wben  your  Excel- 
lency promulgated  the  laws  under  which  the  Kafirs  were  to  live,  and  placed  on  record  what  . 
may  be  termed  the  Magna  Charta  of  Kafrarim  no  mention  was  made  of  our  intention  to 
impose  any  tax  on  them. 

1  think  too  it  may  be  &irly  assumed  that  the  Kafirs  contribute  indirectly,  in  a  large  degree, 
to  the  colonial  revenue.  There  are  38  general  traders  in  the  country,  who  can  each  afford  U) 
pay  us  50/.  annually  for  a  license ;  they  must  consequently  carry  on  a  lucrative  and  extenaire 
trade  with  the  KISjts.  The  articles  which  the  Kafirs  obtain  from  the  traders  are  blanket*, 
clothes,  haiidkerchie&,  qpades,  axes,  hoes,  eo|^r  wire,  beads,  tobacco,  sugar,  ricei,  8x^  The 
greater  part  of  these  are  articles  of  British  manufactare ;  and,  if  I  mistake  not^  an  ad  valorem 
duty  of  5  per  cent  is  paid  for  them  to  the  Cobnial  Custom-house*  The  beads  are^  I  believe, 
of  foreign  manufacture^  and  pay  12  per  oent. ;  and  on  the  tobacco,  sugar,  and  rice,  theoe  is 
also  a  considerable  duty«  It  is  consequently  evident  that  the  coloiuar  revenue  must  benefit 
very  considerably  by  the  Kafir  trade. 

There  is  another  source  xjC  jevenue  derived  principally  from  the  Kafirs,  viz.,  the  money 
arising  from  the  sale  of  the  cattle  fines  which  we  impose  on  them  Ibr  theft,  and  from  unclaimed 
vcattle  and  horses  found  straying.  The  payments  which  have  been  made  by  the  Kafir  Con- 
missioneffs  arisii^  from  thii  source  during  the  expired  portion  of  the  present  years  are  as 
£>llows: — 

£.     i.   4L 
Jan.  24.  By  Captain  Maclean  to  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  Albany, 

and  paid  by  him  to  the  Treasiu^r- General 
March  16.  By  Captain  Maclean  to  the  Military  Chest 
March  27.  By  Mr.  Brownlee  to  the  Military  Cnest 
April  25.  By  Ca^ain  Maclean  to  the  Military  Chest 
May  8.  By  Mr.  ISrowidee  to  the  Military  Chest     • 
May  9.  By  Captain  Maclean  to  the  Military  Cheat 

Amounting  to  a  total  sum  of        •         •         •    419    8    0 

We  have  at  the  present  BEUMoeat  cattle  to  the  value  of  more  than  1007.  in  the  diffeceot 
Government  kraak,  which  will  be  sold  f<M*  the  benefit  of  the  publie.  I  may  therefore  sqr,, 
that  the  amount  arising  from  this  source  during  the  expired  portion  of  the  year  is  at  least  5001^ 
and  that  this  sum  will  be  considerably  increased  from  time  to  time,  thoi^gb  it  would  hb 
difficult  to  make  any  .estimate  of  what  it  will  amooat  to  yearly.  It  will,  however,  always  be 
yery  .connderable,  4»  we  exact  a  fine  for  Uie  Government,  m  cases  of  theft,'  of  double  tlie 
amount  of  the  cattle  stolen,  after  compensating  the  owner  for  his  loss;  the  chie£B  are,  on  some 
occasioBS,  obliged  to  pay  for  the  spoor  of  stolen  cattle  traced  into  their  locaiionSyand  all  horses 
and  cattle  fiwind  slipaying  hv  the  poUee  are  sold  for  the  public  benefit,  if  not  daimed  within  a 
reasonable  time,  i  broug^  this  subject  under  your  Excellency's  notice  in  my  letter  of  the 
28th  February  (N«u  8}»  and  your  JBxcellencT  dimcted  that  the  money  arising  from  this 
source  should  be  paid  into  the  military  chesty  which  has  accordingly  been  done. 

I  conceive  that  whatever  monies  are  obtained  from  this  source  in  each  year  should  be  laid 
out  for  the  benefit  of  ths  Kafirs  ;  the  encourajgement  of  agriculture,  the  furtherance  of  educatioD 
and  prom(^ioii  of  religion  forming  parts  of  this  object. 

I  will  in  the  suceeMlicg  observations  suggest  several  nodes  of  wplying  tins  fund.  I  would 
propose  that  tbe  money  dius  obtained  should  be  repaid  by  the  Treasurer-General  and  the 
military  chest,  for  the  purpose  of  being  appn^riated  under  your  Excellency's  instructions  .for 
the  benefit  of  the  Kafirs.    I  thmk  a  public  account,  in  the  name  of  the  Chief  Commissiooer, 
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CAPE  OP  GOOD    with  the  Eastern  Province  Bank,  would  be  the  most  convenient  form  of  deposit.     The  accounts 
HOPE.  ^f  ^jj^  receipts  and  expenditure  of  this  fund  could  then  be  transmitted  quarterly  to  your 

Excellency.  The  Kafir  Commissioners  should  for  the  future  be  directed  to  pay  all  money 
which  they  thus  obtain  to  this  account. 

On  the  other  hand>  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  money  derived  from  the  sale  of  licenses  to  trade 
should  be  laid  out  as  heretofore  in  the  improvement  of  roads,  the  construction  of  bridges,  the 
draining  and  cleansing  of  the  towns,  the  supplying  tliem  with  water,  and  in  various  other 
modes,  which  will  suggest  themselves  as  circumstances  arise,  for  the  benefit  of  the  European 
population.  I  transmitted  to  your  Excellency,  in  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  a  detailed 
account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  this  fund ;  there  are  plenty  of  modes  of  applying  it 
in  the  way  above  described,  and  I  do  not  conceive  that  it  would  be  just  to  apply  it  to  the 
improvement  of  the  Kafirs  as  long  as  we  can  obtain  money  for  this  improvement  from  the 
other  source  which  I  have  adverted  to, .  and  as  long  as  anything  remains  to  be  done  which 
shall  conduce  to  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  the  European  population. 

2nd.  The  encouragement  of  agriculture,  model  farms  to  be  established,  a  superintendent  of 
agriculture  appointed,  the  Commissariat  to  purchase  corn  raised  by  the  Kafirs. 

I  conceive  that  the  best  means  we  can  employ  to  encourage  agriculture  amongst  the  Kafirs 
is,  by  furnishing  the  missionaries  with  ploughs,  seed  com,  and  agricultural  implements,  siich 
as  spades,  hoes,  and  axes,  to  fell  the  trees  and  clear  the  bush ;  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Kafirs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  stations.  In  some  cases  too,  where  the  chief  shows  a 
desire  to  cultivate  the  soil  independent  of  the  missionaries,  ploughs  and  seed  should  be  given 
to  them,  the  Commissioner  of  the  tribe  being  directed  to  see  that  they  make  proper  use 
of  them. 

Your  Excellency  will  see  by  the  accompanying  schedule  that  a  very  liberal  supply  of  these 
articles  has  been  ordered  for  the  above-mentioned  purposes ;  ploughs  and  seed  for  all  the 
missionaries  who  have  applied  for  them,  and  for  the  chiefs  Umhala,  Sandilli,  Pato,  Siwani, 
Toise,  and  Soga. 

To  give  these  articles  indiscriminately  to  the  Kafirs  would  do  little  good.  It  is  an  unde- 
niable truth  that  where  much  is  done  for  people  they  will  do  little  for  themselves:  we  have 
seen  this  lately  illustrated  on  a  gigantic  scale  in  Ireland,  and  if  I  mistake  not  your  Excellency 
will  experience  the  truth  of  it  in  the  military  villages  which  have  been  formed  on  the  frontier. 
Mr.  Warner,  and  also  Bonatz,  two  of  the  missionaries,  advert  to  this :  the  former  observes 
that  the  Kafirs  value  the  agricultural  implements  which  their  own  industry  has  enabled  them 
to  purchase,  far  more  than  if  they  had  received  them  from  the  generosity  of  Government. 
The  latter  gentleman  says  that  the  Kafirs  imagine  that  they  get  presents  from  the  Grovem- 
ment  to  induce  them  to  keep  peace  vrith  the  colony.  I  think  it  desirable  that  the  prindple  of 
making  them  presents  of  agricultural  implements  should  not  be  carried  to  too  great  an  extent, 
and  that  we  should  content  ourselves  with  giving  to  those  who  will  set  an  example,  and  thus 
create  emulation. 

To  establish  model  farms  would  be  of  little  use.  The  individuals  appointed  to  conduct 
them  would  turn  them  to  a  source  of  profit  for  themselves,  and  care  little  about  the  Kafirs. 
I  consider  moreover  that  every  mission  station,  with  the  aid  which  we  give  it,  will  be  in  itself 
the  best  model  farm  we  can  have.  Neither  do  I  think  that  a  paid  superintendent  of  agricul- 
ture would  be  of  any  use.  His  attention  would  be  spread  over  too  large  a  space  to  render  it 
of  any  value. 

The  Kafir  Commissioners  and  the  missionaries  are  the  best  superintendents  we  can  have. 

Your  Excellency  has  already,  at  the  meeting  on  the  7th  January,  informed  the  Kafirs  that 
the  Commissariat  shall  purchase  the  corn  which  they  raise ;  and  when  the  time  comes  I  will 
see  that  your  wishes  are  attended  to,  and  that  preference  is  g^iven  to  the  Kafirs,  where  they 
are  content  with  the  average  price  of  the  colonial  market  for  their  produce. 
'  3rdly.  Aid  to  be  given  to  the  missionaries  for  the  construction  of  water-courses.     The 

construction  of  water-courses,  even  where  military  labour  is  available,  is  a  very  expensive 
matter.  We  are  now  re-constructing  one  at  this  place,  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  License 
Fund,  which  will  probably  cost  at  least  200/.,  besides  the  expense  of  keeping  it  in  repair. 
Mr.  McDiarmid,  the  missionary  stationed  at  Burn's  Hill,  asks  for  a  loan  of  200/.  <o  construct 
a  water-course ;  and  as  your  Excellency  desired,  I  have  directed  the  engineer  officer  stationed 
at  Fort  Cox  to  inspect  the  proposed  luie  and  report  fully  on  it.  I  enclose  his  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  sketch. 

Your  Excellency  will  see  that  he  calculates  the  expense  of  construction  at  162/.,  and  of 
keeping  it  in  repair  at  10/.  per  annum.  He,  however,  makes  this  calculation  on  the  suppo- 
sition tliat  military  labour  would  be  available.  This  it  would  be  impossible  now  to  furnish,  as 
the  public  works  give  ample  occupation  to  every  man.  If  the  work  were  done  by  civil  labour 
the  expense  would  far  exceed  this  estimate.  Your  Excellency  will  also  see  that  Captain 
Tyldon  considers  that  the  whole  work  would  be  liable  to  destruction  by  the  floods  to  which 
that  part  of  the  country  is  exposed.  Moreover,  I  must  observe  that  this  water-course  would 
not  approach  the  post  at  Fort  Cox,  and  would  consequently  be  of  no  benefit  to  the  garrison  or 
the  Europeans  located  there. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  cannot  recommend  that  the  pecuniary  end  asked  for  by 
Mr.  McDiarmid  should  be  given.  It  would  expose  us  to  demands  of  the  same  nature  from 
all  the  mission  stations  where  the  water  could  be  brought  out.  I  conceive  that  we  might 
afibrd  aid  for  such  works  in  taking  the  levels,  and  in  selecting  the  best  line  for  the  courses, 
also  that  we  might  furnish  the  missionaries  with  implements  for  their  construction;  but  the 
labour  should  be  performed  by  the  natives,  and  nothing  of  the  kind  which  involves  expense  or 
engineering  should  be  attempted. 
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There  have  been  several  of  thoBC  water-courses  constructed  at  the  mission  stations  in  former  .  CAPB  OF  GOOD 
days  without  the  aid  of  the  Government.     At  this  place  the  missionar^i  Mr.  Brownlee,  con-  HOPE. 

'  Btructed  one  more  than  three  miles  in  length.     Mr.  Rayser^  and  several  other  missionaries, 
have  also  constructed  them. 

4thly.  Pecuniary  aid  to  be  g^iven  to  the  seminary  at  Lovedale,  for  the  education  of  native 
schoolmasters.  Elementary  schools  established  at  the  mission  stations^  and  native  school- 
masters paid  by  Government. 

I  conceive  that  a  part  of  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  fines  above  adverted  to  could  not 
be  better  employed  than  in  furtherance  of  these  objects. 

Your  Excellency  desired  that  the  seminary  should  be  inspected  and  reported  on.  I 
requested  Lieut.-Colonel  Erskine,  who  commands  at  Fort  Hare,  to  undertake  this  task,  and  I 
now  enclose  a  copy  of  his  report 

Your  Excellency  will  see  that  the  sum  of  188/.  which  Sir  George  Berkeley  recommended 
the  Secretary-at-War  to  grant  the  missionaries,  in  compensation  for  the  damage  done  to  the 
seminary  by  the  occupation  of  it  by  the  troops  during  the  war,  has  not  yet  been  paid  to  them. 
If  this  sum  were  paid  it  appears  that  the  missionaries,  with  very  little  more  aid,  could  render 
their  buildiiig  fit  for  the  original  purposes.  It  appears  from  the  report  that  there  is  accommo- 
dation for  about  30  European  and  20  native  pupils. 

Several  of  the  missionaries  recommend  the  enlargement  of  this  establishment  as  the  best 
means  for  promoting  education  amongst  the  Kafirs.  I  must  observe,  however^,  that  the 
seminary  of  Lovedale  is  situated  in  the  colonial  district  of  Victoria,  that  it  appears  that  the 
colonists  send  pupils  to  be  educated  there,  and  that  some  of  these  pupils  are  now  employed  in 
the  service  of  Government  in  the  colony ;  (vide  letter  from  Messrs.  Laing  and  Weir),  it  would, 
therefore,  be  but  fair  that  the  colony  snould  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  seminary.  I  see 
by  the  estimates  for  this  year  that  grants  of  this  description  are  made  out  of  the  colonial  funds 
under  the  head  of  "  Gratuities  in  aid  of  Schools  conducted  by  the  Missionary  Societies  '*  to  the 
amount  of  1319/.,  but  I  am  not  aware  whether  the  seminary  at  Lovedale  receives  any  part  of 
the  sum  thus  appropriated. 

I  conceive  that  100/.  yearly  might  be  appropriated  out  of  the  fund  in  British  Kafraria 
arising  from  the  sale  of  fines  in  aid  of  the  seminary,  and  if  the  colony  would  contribute  another 
100/.,  it  would  make  up  a  handsome  .sum  in  furtherance  of  the  object,  and  would  enable  the 
missionaries  to  increase  their  establishment 

It  should,  however,  be  made  a  condition  that  the  native  pupils  instructed  at  this  seminary 
should  be  available  for  the  elementary  schools  at  all  the  mission  stations,  whatever  Society 
they  may  belong  to.  The  seminary  might  be  visited  and  reported  on  twice  a  year  by  the  Civil 
.  Commissioner  of  Victoria  and  myself  at  the  period  of  my  half-yearly  inspection  of  the  troops 
at  Port  Hare,  and  it  would  be  our  duty  to  see  that  the  money  thus  appropriated  by  the  colony, 
and  out  of  the  funds  of  British  Kafraria,  is  expended  with  advantage  and  for  the  purpose 
intended. 

I  conceive  that  a  small  salary  for  native  schoolmasters  educated  at  the  seminary,  and  est  a* 
blished  at  the  different  mission  stations  throughout  Kafraria,  say  12/.  yearly  (the  sum  specified 
by  Mr.  Kaser),  would  be  a  good  mode  of  applying  part  of  the  fund  arising  from  the  sale  of 
fines,  and  I  conceive  that  the  amount  of  this  fund  would  enable  us  to  give  a  salary  to  the 
native  schoolmasters. 

5thly.  The  Kafirs  to  be  encouraged  in  the  use  of  European  clothing.  The  articles  of 
clothing  sold  to  them  to  be  inspected. 

In  the  list  of  presents  which  I  forwarded  to  your  Excellency  to  be  procured  from  home  for 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  chiefs^  I  recommended  that  the  chiefs  and  their  counsellors 
should  each  receive  a  suit  of  clothing,  and  that  after  that  period  no  chief  or  counsellor  should 
-be  allowed  to  approach  me  or  any  other  of  the  Commissioners  unless  he  is  clothed. 

I  think  the  example  of  the  chiefs  in  this  respect  will  have  a  good  effect,  though  it  will  be 
many  years  before  the  Kafirs  generally  will  be  induced  to  wear  clothing.  Blankets  they  buy 
in  great  quantities,  and  the  sale  of  these  is  one  of  the  great  sources  of  profit  to  the  traders. 

An  inspection  of  the  articles  of  clothinff  sold  to  the  Kafirs  with  the  view  to  prevent  the 
trader  selling  them  worthless  articles  would  be  most  difficult  to  carry  out.  When  we  bear  in 
mind  that  there  are  38  general  traders  scattered  over  the  country,  and  that  the  Kafirs  come  at 
all  hours  of  the  day  to  make  purchases,  I  do  not  see  how  I  could  exercise  a  control  in  this 
matter.  The  trader  might  object  to  such  an  interference  as  inquisitorial  and  unfair  on  him 
when  he  pays  so  large  a  sum  yearly  for  his  licence.  I  have  always  seen  justice  done  when  a 
Kafir  has  complained  to  me  of  a  worthless  article  being  sold  to  him;  but  I  think  that  this 
evil  will  find  its  own  remedy :  the  Kafirs  are  very  ^6od  judges  of  blankets,  and  examine  them 
closely  before  they  make  their  bargain ;  they  will  doubtless  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  value 
of  the  different  articles  of  clothing  when  they  have  become  more  generally  in  use. 

6thly.  The  sale  of  red  clay,  beads  and  baubles  to  be  prohibited. 

In  order  to  put  a  stop  to  the  filthy  practice  which  the  Kafirs  have  of  bedaubing  themselves 
with  red  clay,  I  have  directed  the  officers  commanding  the  different  ports  to  stop  all  trade  at 
iliQ  shop  of  any  tradesman  who  shall  be  detected  selling  this  article.  I  have  also  directed  the 
subordinate  Commissioners  not  to  allow  any  Kafirs  to  approach  them  who  has  been  using  it 
on  his  person. 

The  sale  of  beads  and  baubles  amongst  a  savage  people  who  have  so  strong  a  love  of  them 
it  would  not  be  easy  to  prevent.  They  are  a  source  of  considerable  profit  to  the  trader,  and 
we  must  be  careful  not  to  put  too  many  restrictions  on  him.  Moreover  the  practice  which  the 
Kafirs  have  of  ornamenting  themselves  with  such  articles  is  perfectly  iimocent  and  hurts  no 
one.  As  civilization  progresses  amongst  them,  they  will  doubtless  purchase  articles  of  greater 
utility  in  preference  to  these. 
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CAPE  OF  GOOD        I  have,  as  your  Excellency  will  have  obsenred,  not  induded  articles  of  this  descriplion  in 
HOPE.  ^j^g  jjgj  Qf  presents  which  I  forwarded  to  you  on  the  19th  April,  and  on  a  recent  occasion  when 

Mr.  Fynn  suggested  that  such  articles  should  be  included  in  the  presents  to  be  sent  to  the 
Chief  Faku,  I  struck  them  out  of  the  list  and  substituted  articles  of  utility. 

7thly.  Kafir  youths  to  be  sent  into  the  colony  with  a  view  to  their  obtaining  instruction  in 
agriculture,  and  kamingcivilized  habits. 

In  obedience  to  your  JBxcellency's  instructions,  the  Kafir  Commiflstoners  have  forwarded  a 
great  number  of  Kafirs  to  the  colony^  for  colonial  service,  as  my  reports  on  this  subject  will 
show. 

Whether  this  S3rstem  will  be  productive  of  good,  or  etberwise,  is  a  question  which  I  profess 
myself  wholly  unable  to  determine.  Those  who  are  sent  into  the  colony  for  service  when 
young,  will  doubtless^  if  they  ever  return,  bring  back  some  useful  knowledge ;  but  there  is  a 
disinclination  on  the  part  of  the  parents,  to  part  with  their  offspring  for  this  purpose^  particu- 
larly for  the  pinpose  of  proceeding  to  the  districts  remote  from  the  border.  I  do  not  think  it 
advisabla  to  allow  the  Kafirs  to  enter  colonial  service  in  the  districts  adjacent  to  the  border  of 
Kafraria.  There  are  at  this  moment  far  too  many  of  them  there,  and  I  bdieve  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  robberies  of  cattle  which  take  place,  are  to  be  ascribed  to  this  cause.  Tl^  will 
rarely  fulfil  the  term  of  service  or  apprenticeship  for  which  they  engage,  and  on  leaving  their 
master,  they  will  probably  carry  off  some  of  his  property  with  them,  or  having  acquued  a 
knowledge  of  his  premises,  will  return  at  a  future  time  and  take  it. 

I  believe  I  have  now  touched  on  the  principal  points  adverted  to  by  the  various  nussionaries 
in  their  replies,  though  there  are  doubtless  many  other  subjects  mentioned  by  them^  on  which 
I  might  comment,  not,  however,  in  my  opinion  of  such  importance  as  thio«e  which  I  have 
selected. 

I  would  observe  in  conclusion,  that  I  conceive  too  great  importance  is  attached  generally  by 
the  missionaries,  to  what  I  may  term  attempting  to  civilize  tiie  Kafir  by  bringing  him  into 
contact  vrith  the  European.  I  have  great  douMs  whether  a  savage  is  improved  by  this  contact. 
He  is  quick  to  acquire  our  vices,  but  can  rarely  be  brought  to  iiuitate  our  virtues.  I  would 
instance,  in  this  country^  those  Kafir  chiefs  who  have  associated  the  most  with  the  colonists ; 
they  are  nearly  all  of  them  given  to  drink  when  they  can  obtain  it.  My  experience  in  North 
America  led  me  to  the  same  conclusion  when  there.  I  have  there  seen  the  savage  in  his 
primitive  state  possessing  many  valuable  and  noble  qualities,  but  I  found  invariably,  that 
whenever  be  came  in  contact  with  the  Europeans,  he  became  a  drunkard  and  a  vagabond. 

I  have>  &c. 
(Signed)  George  Maceinnon, 

His  Excellency  the  High  Commissioner,  Colonial  Chief  Comraissi^nier. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


£ncl.  2  in  No.  5.  Enclosure  2  in  No.  5. 

Extract  of  a  Lettrr  from   Colonel   MacKinnon,  Chief  Commissioner^  Ac,  in  British 

Kafraria,  dated  17th  July,  1848. 

The  Depredation  Returns  which  your  Elxcellency  will  receive  with  this,  furnish  the  best 
possible  proof  tnat  the  chiefs  work  cordially  with  us.  They  have  themselves  paid  or  collected 
the  fine  in  all  cases  in  which  spoor  has  been  traced  to  tlieir  locations,  and  the  thieves  not 
discovered. 

(True  extract.)  John  Garvock,  Major, 

Private  Secretary^ 
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CORRESPONDENCE  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


CAPE  OF  GOOD 
HOPE. 

End.  3  in  No.  5. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  5. 

Sir,  King  William's  Town,  July  1,  1848. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting  herewith  a  statement  of  moneys  received  and 
expended  by  the  Board  for  roads  of  British  Kafraria  for  the  six  months  ending  the  30th 
June. 

Your  Excellency  will  observe  that  the  disbursements  have  hitherto,  in  comparison  with  the 
receipts,  been  small.  I  must,  however,  observe  that  the  amount  received  is  for  the  whole 
year,  and  that  probably  there  will  not  be  any  considerable  addition  to  it  in  the  remaining  half- 
year.  The  improvement  of  the  roads,  mending  the  drifts,  and  the  construction  of  bridges,  has 
been  much  impeded,  and,  I  may  say,  impossible  to  undertake,  during  the  continued  wet 
season.  Moreover,  a  large  proportion  of  the  moneys  received,  viz.,  427/.  10*.,  is  for  licenses 
taken  out  at  East  London,  which,  bein^  now  a  part  of  the  colony,  will  not  in  future  form  part 
of  the  receipts,  on  account  of  the  License  Fund  for  British  Kafraria.  As  the  season  is  now 
become  more  favourable,  I  will  eive  directions  for  the  recommencement  of  a  number  of  works 
of  public  utility  which  the  Board  has  sanctioned. 

I  think  it  desirable,  however,  not  to  exhaust  the  whole  of  our  funds  during  the  present  year, 
as  my  impression  is  that  the  number  of  licenses  for  general  trade  will  diminish,  from  arrange- 
ments which  the  traders  will  probably  make  amongst  themselves  for  entering  into  partner- 
ship; and  several  establishments  being  thus  thrown  into  one,  paying  for  only  one  license. 

I  have,  &c., 

Geo.  Mackkinom, 
His  Excellency  the  High  Commissioner,  Colonel  and  Chief  Commissioner. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Dr. 


Board  of  Eoads  for  British  Kafraria  (1st  January  to  SOtJi  June,  1848). 


1848 
•June  30 


June  30 


To  amount  paid  Lieut.  Stokei,  Royal  Engineere, 

for  general  iuperiotendance  of  works  ordered 

by  Board  of  Roads  in  neiirhbourhood  of  Kinjr 

William's  Town.         .         ,         ,         .         . 
To  amount  paid  for  repairs  of  road  near  Kine 

William's  Town.         .         .         .         ,        T 
To  amount  paid  for  tracinir  and  lavinir  out  Town 

of  King  William's  Town       ... 
To  amount  paid  for  re-constructing  water  canal, 

King  WiUiam's  Town 

To  amount  paid  for  repairs  of  road  from  King 

William's  Town  to  Fort  Waterkk). 
To  amount  paid  for  repairs  of  middle  drift  ov*fr 

Kieskamma  River,  oti  road  to  Fort  Hare . 
To  amount  paid  for  repairs  of  drift  over  Debe 

River 

To  amoimt  paid  for  [repairs  of  road  from  Need's 

Camp  to  East  London.         •         .         •         » 
To  amount  paid  for  drainage  and  improvement  at 

East  London 

To  amount _paid  for  making  bridire  over  Chumie 

River  at  Fort  Hare      ... 
To  amount  paid  for  repairs  of  road  near  Fort 

Murray     •        • 

Total  Expended  . 
Balance  Credit 


Total. 


£.   «.   d. 

34  16  0 
4  4  2 
7  16 

104  10 
3    6 

64  16 
1     1 

105  15 
40  0 
30  0 
15    4 


413  10 

1G92  14 


2106    5    0 


1848 
June  30 


King  WiUianCs  Tbtra.— By  13  general  tradern' 
licenses,  at  50/.  each  .         •         . 

By  2  hotel  licenses,  at  20/.     . 

By  31  working  trades-people's  licenses,  at 
3|*  15#.     .•••.. 

East  London. — By  8  general  traders'  licenses, 

atSO/.      .         . 
By  1  hotel-keeper's  license    •     .... 
By  2  working  trades-people')»  licenses,  at 

3/.  15#/  .         .         .       '.     '  . 

Fort  Grey, — By  5  general  traders*  licenses,  at 
507. 

Fort  Hare, — By  2  general  traders*  licenses,  at 

501, 

By  1  working  trades-people's  license      • 

Fort  Cox. — By  3  general  traders'  licenses,  at 

50/. 

By  2  workbg  trades-people's  licenses,  at 
3/.15S.     •        .        •       .. 

Fort  Murray, — By  1  general  trader's  license  • 
Fort  Waterloo, — By  3  general  traders*  licenses, 

at50/.      .         .         .        . 
Fort  White, — By  1  general  trader's  license     • 
Perie  (Forest)  —By  3  licenses  to  cut  timber, 

at3/.  15«. 

East  of  the  Kei, — By  2  general  traders'  Ucenses, 

at  50/ 

Total  • 


«.    d, 

G50    0    0 
40    0    0 


116  5 

0 

400  0 
20  0 

7  10 

0 
0 

0 

250  0 

0 

100  0 
3  15 

0 
0 

150  0 
7  10 

0 
0 

50  0  0 

150  0  0 

50  0  0 

11  5  0 

100  0  0 


Cr, 


£.  f.  rf. 

806    5    0 

427  10  0 
250  0  0 
103  15    0 


157  10  0 

50    0  9 

150    0  0 

50    U  0 

11     5  0 

100    0 


2106    5    9 


British  Kafraria,  King  William's  Town, 
30th  June,  1848. 


(Signed)  Geo.  Mackinnon, 

Colonel,  and  Chief  Commisaioner. 
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(No.  128.) .  No.  6.  ^^^  TOPE^^^ 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.   G.  Smith,  Bart,  G.C.B.,  to  j^. 

Earl  Grey.  Answered  Nov.  8, 

1848,  No.  214, 

Government  House,  Cape  Town,  July  29,  1848.  page  44. 
My  Lord,  {Received  October  9,  1848.) 

In  my  Despatch,  No.  1,  of  the  1st  January  last,*  I  alluded  to  the  in- 
ducements which  had  been  held  out  to  the  Hottentots  who  had  enlisted  in  the 
Hottentot  levies  during  the  Kafir  war,  to  remain  in  British  Kafirland^  to  be 
located  there  with  their  families,  or  to  return  thither  with  them,  after  they 
should  be  discharged. 

Among  these,  as  sanctioned  by  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  on  the  15th  of  March, 
1847,  was  the  promise  of  a  salary  of  200/.  a- year  to  a  missionary,  who  should 
accompany  the  Hottentot  families,  and  locate  among  them,  as  also  rations  for 
himself  and  family  for  a  few  years,  and  further,  the  appropriation  for  the  use 
of  the  Moravian  brethren  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  land  for  an  institution  to 
enable  them  to  locate  upon  it  under  their  own  regulations,  any  other  persons, 
as  well  as  Hottentots,  who  might  wish,  and  they  might  be  willing  to  receive  as 
members  of  the  institution. 

On  the  10th  March,  1848,  however,  previously  to  any  of  the  Hottentot 
families  having  proceeded  to  the  frontier,  I  caused  a  commimication  to  be 
addressed  to  the  Rev.  C.  L.  Teutsch,  superintending  missionary  of  the  Moravian 
institutions  in  this  colony,  and  who  afterwards  accompanied  the  Hottentot 
families  to  the  place  of  their  location,  acquainting  him  with  the  terms,  as 
modified  by  me,  upon  which  these  persons  were  to  proceed  to  British  Kafraria, 
and  be  located  there  on  the  Beka  River,  namely  :— 

That  a  Moravian  missionary  should  accompany  them,  whose  time  will  be 
devoted  to  'their  religious  and  secular  instruction ;  that  his  expenses  to  the 
location  would  be  borne  by  the  Government,  and  that  he  would  be  allowed 
100/.  for  the  first  year. 

And  with  regard  to  the  establishment  of  a  Moravian  missionary  institution, 
by  means  of  which  the  settlers  would  have  the  additional  benefit  of  a  good 
example  continually  before  their  eyes,  and  further  religious  instruction  at  their 
command,  Mr.  Teutsch  was  informed  at  the  same  time,  that  for  such  a  purpose 
I  would  be  prepared  to  make  a  location  of  3000  morgen  of  land  to  be  held, 
built  on,  and  cultivated  so  long  as  it  should  continue  in  that  character,  but  if 
abandoned  by  the  mission,  the  land  would  revert  to  the  Government,  and  Mr. 
Teutsch  was  subsequently  informed,  with  reference  to  a  proposal  made  by  him 
to  establish  a  missionary  institution  among  the  heathen  Kafirs  in  British 
Kafraria,  if  land  would  be  granted  to  him  for  that  purpose,  that  I  could  not 
accede  to  it. 

These  terms,  in  addition  to  the  grant,  in  freehold,  of  from  three  to  six 
morgen  of  land  to  each  Hottentot  family,  and  their  being  supplied  with 
rations  until  they  could  raise  a  crop  for  themselves,  as  also  seed  for  their  first 
year's  crop,  were  subsequently  accepted  by  the  Moravian  brethren,  and  several 
Hottentot  families  with  their  pastor,  are,  I  am  glad  to  inform  your  Lordship, 
now  comfortably  settled  and  busily  employed  in  ploughing  on  the  Beka 
River,  thus  forming  another  sort  of  military  village  on  the  immediate  Kafir 
frontier. 

I  have  accordingly  to  request  your  Lordship  may  be  pleased  to  sanction  the 
above-mentioned  arrangements,  including  the  allowance  of  100/.  which  I  have 
authorized  to  be  granted  for  one  year  only,  for  the  Moravian  missionary, 
established  among  these  Hottentots,  and  wWch,  I  beg  leave  at  the  same  time 
to  reconmiend  I  may  be  empowered  to  continue  to  him  if  I  should  find  it 
expedient  so  to  do. 

I  have  &c 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  'h.  G.  SMITH. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 

*  Vide  page  31  of  Kafir  Papers,  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  Command,  July,  1848. 
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CAPE  OF  GOOD     ,^-      ,„,  . 
HOPE.  (No.  131.) 

NoTr. 

Answered  Jan.  30, 
1849,  No.  259,  page 
44. 


No.  7. 


Ordinance  No.  3, 
1848. 

*  Page  5  of  this 
paper. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Government  House,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
My  Lokd,  July  29,  1848. 

(Received  October  24,  1848.) 
I  HAVE  the  hcmour  to  submit  for  Her  Majesty's  gracious  aUowance  the 
accompanying  Ordinance,  No.  3  of  1848,  **  To  amend  the  Ordinance  No.  49/* 
enacted  by  me  with  the  consent  and  advice  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

With  my  Despatch,  No.  51*  of  the  23rd  of  March  last,  I  transmitted  to  your 
Lordship  a  Proclamation  under  my  haod,  dated  the  8th  of  March,  1848,  con^ 
tainmg  the  conditions  upon  which  Kafir  youths  were  to  be  introduced  into  the 
colony  for  the  purpose  of  being  indentured  to  agriculturists  and  oth^  persons 
resident  in  it.  It  was,  however,  subsequently  discovered  that  the  provisions  of 
the  Proclamation  above  referred  to  were,  in  some  respects,  repugnaat  to  the 
provisions  of  Ordinance  49  of  1828,  intituled  '*  Ordinance  for  the  adnussion 
into  the  colony,  under  certain  restrictions,  of  persons  belonging  to  tribes  beyond 
the  frontier  thereof,  and  for  regulating  the  manner  of  their  employment  as  free 
labourers  in  the  service  of  the  colonists,"  and  h^ice  has  originated  the  necessity 
of  enacting  the  Ordinance  which  I  now  have  the  honour  to  transmit  for  the 
sanction  and  approval  of  Her  Majesty. 

I  have,  &c.. 


The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey, 
&c.  &c. 


(Signed) 


H.  G.  SMITH. 


Enclosure  in  No.  7. 


Preamble. 


So  much  of  Ordinance 
No,  49,  as  is  repugnant 
to  or  inconsistent  with 
this  Ordinance, 
repealed. 

The  Proclamation  of 
the  27th  Jan.,  1848, 
and  all  mdentures 
executed  under  its  pro- 
visions, declared  legal. 
Ordinance,  when  to 
commence. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  7. 

Ordinance  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council  thereof, 

To  amend  the  Ordinance  No.  49. 

Whereas  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  George  Wakelyn  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  &c.,  &c., 
administrator  of  the  Government  of  the  settlement  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  Her 
Majesty's  High  Commissioner  for  settling  and  adjusting  the  affairs  of  th^  territories  in  Southern 
Africa,  adjacent  or  contiguous  to  the  said  settlement,  d'^,  bv  his  Proclamation  bearing  date  the 
27th  of  January,  1848,  refer  to  the  introduction  into  this  colony  of  Kafir  youths  to  be  appreo- 
tioed  to  formers  and  others,  and  provide  rules  and  regulations  to  be  observed  in  the  apprenticing 
of  the  said  youths,  together  with  a  form  of  indenture  to  be  used  in  such  cases :  And,  whereas 
the  provisions  of  the  said  Proclamation  are  in  certain  respects  repugnant  to  or  inconsistent  witii 
the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance  No.  49,  bearing  date  the  14th  of  July,  1828,  intituled  **  Ordi- 
nance for  the  admission  into  the  colony,  under  certain  restrictions,  of  persons  belonging  to 
tribes  beyond  the  frontier  thereof,  and  for  regiilating  the  manner  of  their  employment,  as  free 
labourers,  in  the  service  of  the  colonists :"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council  thereof,  that  so  much  of  the  said 
Ordinance  No.  49  as  is  repugnant  to,  or  inconsistent  with^  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  said 
Proclamation  shall  be  repealed,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealea  accordingly. 

2.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  all  resident  magistrates,  and  all 
others,  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  said  Proclamation,  of  which  a  copy  is  hereunto 
annexed,  and  that  every  indenture  executed,  or  to  be  executed,  under  or  in  pursuance  of  the 
said  provisions,  shall  be  binding  and  effectual  to  all  intents  and  purposes* 

3.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  this  Ordinance  shall  commence  and  take  effect  from  and  after 
the  promulgation  thereof. 


SCHEDULE. 

Proclamation. 

Whereas  the  introduction  into  this  colony  (or  such  districts  of  the  same  as  are  sufficiently  removed 
from  the  eastern  frontier  thereoO  of  Kafir  youths,  to  be  apprenticed  to  fanners  or  others,  would  greatly 
tend  to  the  promotion  amongst  them  of  Christianity,  civilization,  and  industrious  habits,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  tend  in  some  degree  to  supply  the  want  of  field  and  other  labour,  which  the  inhabitants 
experience :  And  whereas  the  results  which  have  attended  the  system  of  apprenticing,  with  care  and 
attention,  captured  negroes  set  free  from  slavery,  have  been  such  as  to  show  that  Kafir  youths  will  be 
sure  of  finding  humane  and  kind  treatment,  and  in  time  be  enabled  to  improve  themselves  and  benefit 
the  colony,  in  a  degree  proportionate  to  their  known  natural  capacity  :  And  whereas,  in  order  to  secure 
the  social  advantages  aforesaid,  I  have  made,  and  caused  to  be  made,  to  the  subjugated  chiefs  and 
people,  strong  representations  in  regard  to  the  benefit  which  would  accrue  to  their  now  very  destitute, 
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and  wholly  ignorant  and  helpless  yomhs,  were  tbey  placed  under  the  care  and  protection  of  the  colonial    CAPE  OF  QOOD 
government,  in  order  to  be  apprenticed  to  carefiilly  selected  masters,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  feed,  HOPE, 

clothe,  and  instruct  them :  And  whereas,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  considerable  number  of  Kafir 
youths  of  difl^rent  ages  will  be  voluntarily,  and  from  time  to  time,  pkced  in  my  hands  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid,  whom  it  is  my  intention  to  send  to  the  several  districts  of  this  colony,  as  I  may,  from  time  to 
time,  deem  suitable :  And  whereas  it  is  necessary  to  make  known  the  rules  and  regulations  under 
which  the  said  youths  will  be  apprenticed.  Now,  therefore,  I  do  hereby  proclaim,  declare,  and  make 
known,  that  the  following  rules  and  regulations  shall  be  strictly  observed  :-— 

1.  Every  apprentice  shall  be  apprenticed  by  an  indenture,  as  much  as  may  be  in  the  same  form  as 
the  blank  indenture  hereto  annexed. 

2.  Every  such  indenture  shall  be  executed  by  the  resident  magistrate  of  the  district,  acting  for  the 
apprentice  on  the  one  part,  and  by  the  master  on  the  other  part. 

3.  Every  apprentice  under  fifteen  years  of  age  may  be  apprenticed  to  a  trade,  or  at  a  farm  or  domestic 
servant,  till  he  attain  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 

4.  Every  apprentice  of  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  or  upwards,  may  be  apprenticed  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding three  years. 

5.  Every  indenture  shall  be  executed  in  duplicate,  one  copy  to  be  delivered  to  the  master,  and  the 
other  copy  to  be  preserved  of  record  in  the  office  of  the  resident  magistrate,  who  shall  make  periodical 
returns  of  the  contracts  of  every  such  indenture,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  hereafter  be  directed. 

And  I  do  further  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known,  that  all  resident  magistrates,  who  shall,  or  may, 
be  called  upon  to  act  in  or  about  the  apprenticing  of  any  of  the  young  persons  aforesaid,  are  enjoined 
and  expected  to  exercise  their  best  and  most  anxious  discretion  in  selecting  from  amongst  the  inhabitants 
applying  for  such  apprentices,  fitting  masters  or  mistresses ;  and  to  take  steps,  from  time  to  time,  to 
ascertain  that  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  indentures  entered  into  are  duly  fulfilled,  and  generally 
to  endeavour,  as  much  as  in  them  lies,  to  secure  the  well- working  of  the  present  attempt  to  add  to  the 
scanty  supply  of  colonial  labour ;  and  at  the  same  time  by  reclaiming  from  a  life  of  idleness,  ignorance, 
and  lawlessness,  a  number  of  the  youths  of  British  Rafraria,  to  contribute,  together  with  the  other 
measures  now  in  progress,  to  the  peace,  good  order»  and  gradual  advancement  of  that  important 
province. 


District  of 

} 

9 

part, 

said 
ned 

This  iNnENTURE,  made  the 
eight  hundred  and  forty- 
of                         of  the  one 
part, 

WITNESSETH,  that  the 
bind,  a  certain  male  Kafir,  nai 

lay  of 
between 
,  and 

,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  One  thousand 

,  the  resident  magistrate  of  the  district 

of  in  the  said  district  of  the  other 

hath  put  out,  and  bound,  and  doth  hereby  put  out,  and 
,  about  the  age  of  years,        feet        inches 

in  height ;  or  by  whatsoever  other  name,  age,  or  height,  the  said  shall  hereafter  be 

known  or  distinguished,  apprentice  to  the  said  from  the  date  hereof,  for  and  during  the 

term  of       years  from  thence  next  ensuing,  if  the  said  apprentice  shall  so  long  live,  to  serve      the  said 
in  the  craft,  trade,  or  employment  of  ,  in  the  colony  of  the  Cape  of 

Good  Hope. 

And  the  said  in  consideration  of  such  apprenticeship,  doth  hereby  for  self, 

heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  covenant,  promise,  and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said 

acting  for  the  said  apprentice,  in  manner  and  form  following,  that  is  to  say,  that 

the  said  shall  and  will  diligently  and  faithfully  instruct  and  teach,  or  cause  to  be  instructed 

and  taught,  the  said  apprentice,  in  the  craft,  trade,  or  employment  of  ,  and  in  all  things 

whatever  relating,  incideDt,  or  belonging  thereto,  during  the  said  term.     And  idso,  that        the  said 

shall  and  will  provide  and  allow  to  the  said  apprentice,  sufficient  decaiit,  and  comfortable 
food  and  clothing,  lodging,  medical  assistance,  medicines,  and  other  necessaries,  during  the  said  term  of 
service.  And  dso  shall  and  will  pay  and  allow  to  the  said  apprentice,  the  wages  or  remuneration  fol- 
lowing, that  is  to  say.  And  also  shall  and  will  cause  the  said 
apprentice  to  be  carefully  ittstmcted,  and  as  speedily  as  possible,  in  the  Christian  religion,  and  to  be 
taken,  when  sufficiently  instructed,  to  be  baptized ;  and  also  shall  and  will  permit,  and  sufibr  and  en- 
courage, the  said  apprentice  to  attend  public  worKhip.  And  also  shall  and  will  from  time  to  time,  and 
at  any  time  when  thereunto  requested  by  the  resident  magistrate  of  the  district  aforesaid,  for  the  time 
being,  or  by  any  other  person  by  the  said  remdent  magistrate  thereunto  authoriied  in  writing,  produce 
the  said  apprentice  for  inspeetion  and  examination,  and  shall  not,  nor  will,  alter  or  change  the  name 
of  the  said  apprentice,  and  when  the  said  apprentice  shall  have  been  baptized,  that  then  and  in  such 
case  the  said  shall  and  will  immediately  cause  notice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  said 
resident  magistrate  for  the  time  being,  in  order  that  the  identity  of  such  apprentice  may  at  all  times 
thereafter  be  known  and  distinguished. 

And  the  said  doth  hereby  for  self,  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators, 

further  covenant,  promise,  and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said  in  manner  and  form 

following,  that  is  to  say,  that  the  said  ,  or  any  person  or  persons,  by 

direction  or  permission,  shall  not,  nor  will,  during  the  term  aforesaid,  treat,  or  wittingly  or  willingly 
cause,  permit,  or  suffer  to  be  treated  with  hardship  or  severity,  the  said  apprentice,  nor  will  assign  the 
said  apprentice  to  any  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  or  send,  or  permit,  or  suffer,  or  cause,  or 
procure  to  be  sent,  the  said  apprentice  to  any  other  colony,  island,  or  place,  than  the  said  colony  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  without  the  previous  license,  in  writing,  of  the  resident  magistrate  of  the  said 
district  for  the  time  being.  And  in  case  of  any  default  or  neglect  in  the  due  performance  of  all  or  any 
of  the  aforesaid  covenants,  which,  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  said  are  to  be  done,  kept, 

and  performed,  all  right  and  title  to  the  further  service  of  the  said  apprentice  shall,  at  the  election  of  the 
resident  magistrate  of  the  said  district  for  the  time  being,  be  forfeited,  and  the  terms  of  apprenticeship, 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  shall  thenceforth,  should  he  think  proper,  absolutely  cease  and  determine. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and  agreed,  that  in  case  the  said  shall  happen  to 

depart  this  life  before  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  hereinbefore  mentioned,  then,  and  in  that  case, 
all  right  and  title  of  the  said  executors  and  administrators,  in  and  to  the  services  of 
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HOPE. 


the  said  apprentice  shall  thereafter  cease  and  determine  to  all  intents  and  porposes  whatsoever,  as  if  this 
indenture  had  not  been  made*  And  the  resident  magistrate  of  the  said  district  for  the  time  being  shall 
and  may  be  at  free  liberty  again  to  put  out  and  apprentice  the  said  apprentice  to  such  or  other  person  or 
persons  as  he,  in  his  discretion,  shall  deem  expedient  for  that  purpose,  for  the  remainder  of  the  said 
term,  without  any  molestation  or  interruption  whatsoerer  from  the  executors  or  administrators  of  the 
said 

And,  lastly,  for  the  due  and  £Biithful  performance  of  all  and  every  the  several  covenants,  clauses,  and 
agreements  hereinbefore  mentioned  and  contained,  which,  by  and  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  said 

are  to  be  done,  kept,  and  performed  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid,        the  said  doth  hereby 

bind        self,  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  and        person  and  property  according  to 

law. 

And,  lastly,  it  is  hereby  further  agreed  and  declared,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
resident  magistrate  of  the  said  distnct  for  the  time  being,  or  any  other  person  authorized  thereto  by  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  of  this  colony,  for  the  time  being,  to  commence  and  prosecute,  have,  sue  for, 
recover  and  receive,  but  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  any  action  or  actions,  suit 
or  suits,  or  other  proceeding  or  proceedings,  on  foot  of  this  indenture,  for  obtaining  redress,  and  for  the 
protection  of  the  said  apprentice,  or  otherwise,  according  to  the  law  of  the  said  colony,  and  to  issue 
execution  thereon* 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  to  those  presents  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals,  the  day 
and  year  first  above  written. 

Gon  SAVE  THE  Queen  ! 

Given  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  this  27th  day  of  June,  1847. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 

John  Montagu, 

Secretary  to  Government. 

By  Order  of  the  L^islative  Council, 

William  Hope, 
Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council. 


No.  8.  (No.  158.) 


No.  8. 


*  Page  42  of  this 
paper. 
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Amwered  Jan.  30,    CoPY  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Govemor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  to 

1849,  No.  259,  page  E^j^l  Q^^^ 

44. 

Camp,  Winberg,  September  11,  1848. 

My  Lord,  {Received  December  14,  1848.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Confidential  Despatch  of  the  6th  June*  last,  commimicating  your  Lordship's 
doubts  as  to  the  complete  legality  and  the  constitutional  character  of  a  measure 
announced  in  my  Despatch  No.  51,f  of  the  23rd  March  last,  for  removing  Kafir 
youths  from  their  country,  and  binding  them  as  apprentices  to  masters  withm 
the  colony.  Your  Lordship's  Despatch  further  points  out  the  distinction 
between  the  case  of  these  youths  and  the  liberated  Africans  apprenticed  in  this 
colony,  and  suggests  that  some  legislative  provision  may  be  necessary  for 
carrying  out  the  proposed  measure. 

In  reply,  I  beg  to  refer  your  Lordship  to  my  Despatch  No.  131,  J  of  the 
29th  July  last,  transmittting  the  Ordinance  No.  3,  of  1848,  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lative Council  with  a  view  to  obviate  the  difficulties  pointed  out  by  your 
Lordship ;  and  in  now  expressing  my  hope  that  all  obstacles  to  what  I  trust 
will  prove  a  beneficial  measure,  have  been  removed,  I  beg  to  thank  your 
Lordship  for  the  considerate  manner  in  which  your  doubts  upon  this  subject 
have  been  communicated,  and  to  add  my  assurance  that  no  care  or  diligence  on 
my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  render  all  my  future  measures  perfectly  in 
accordance  with  those  soimd  legal  and  constitutional  principles,  upon  the 
observance  of  which,  the  prosperity  of  the  community  must  always  mainly 
depend. 

I  have,  &c., 


t  Pa^o  26  of  this 
paper. 


The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey, 
&c.        &c.        &c. 


H.  G.  SMITH. 
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(No.  171.)  No.  9.  ^^\wi^^ 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart,  G.C.B., 
to  Earl  Grey,  dated  Government  House,  Cape  Town,  October  21,  1848. 

{Received  December  28,  1848.) 

"  1.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  my  return  this  day  to  the  seat  of 
Government 

**  2.  Subsequently  to  the  date  of  my  Despatch  of  the  18th*  ultimo,  I  have  made 
an  extended  tour  through  the  eastern  districts  of  the  colony.  On  leaving 
Smithfield  I  crossed  the  Orange  River  at  BuflTel's  Bley,  in  the  district  of 
Albert,  where  I  propose  to  establish  a  town,  to  be  called,  at  the  request  of 
many  of  the  neighbouring  inhabitants,  Aliwal.  This  place,  situated  as  it  is 
on  the  direct  line  from  Port  Elizabeth  as  well  as  East  London,  will,  ere  Icmg, 
become  an  important  resort  for  traders,  seeking  to  supply  the  natives  of  Moshesh 
and  the  Boers  of  the  Caledon  River.  From  Baffels'  Bley  I  proceeded  to  Burgher's 
Dorp,  the  present  seat  of  magistracy,  the  removal  of  which  to  Aliwal,  at  some 
future  period,  I  have  in  contemplation ;  thence  to  Cradock,  Graaff  Reinet,  So- 
merset, and  Fort  Beaufort.  At  all  these  places  I  was  happy  to  find,  that  the 
most  loyal  feelings  prevail  towards  Her  Majesty ;  as  well  as  gratitude  to  myself 
for  the  prompt  measures  I  have  adopted,  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion 
beyond  the  Orange  River  and  the  protection  of  the  well-disposed  inhabitants, 
who  had  so  earnestly  prayed  for  a  regular  form  of  government.  These  feelings 
are  so  well  expressed  in  the  addresses,  copies  of  which  I  enclose,  numbered 
1  to  7,  that  no  farther  comment  is  required.  All  these  districts  are  in  a  most  e„^^  j^^  ^ 
flourishing  and  improving  condition.     I  then  visited  the  military  villages  of  xhese  addresses 


are 


Ely,  Juannasberg,  Woburn,  and  Auckland.  Those  of  Ely  and  Wobum  are  in  printed  with  the 
a  most  prosperous  and  flourishing  state;  their  gardens  are  already  quite  i^atai  Papers, pre- 
luxuriant,  and  their  crops  very  promising.  The  land  in  the  vicinity  of  May,  i849.  "*™*" 
Juannasberg  and  Auckland  being  of  a  colder  quality ;  the  appearance  of  these 
two  villages  is  not  so  good;  they  are  however  doing  well.  Many  of  the 
original  settlers  have  abandoned  their  grant,  but  the  industrious  and  well 
disposed  remain,  and  are  cheerful  and  satisfied  with  their  prospects.  I  then 
proceeded,  via  Fort  Hare,  Fort  Cox,  and  Fort  White,  to  King  William's 
Town.  The  military  buildings  at  Fort  Cox  are  on  the  eve.  of  completion. 
Fort  White  is  a  perfect  little  village  of  temporary,  but  good  huts ;  and  every 
soldier  has  a  garden  of  his  own.  I  do  not  now  propose  to  construct  any  . 
permanent  buildings  at  this  post,  which  I  had  previously  stated  it  was  my 
intention  to  do ;  the  present  answer  every  purpose,  and  expense  will  thus  be 
avoided.  I  reached  King  William's  Town  on  the  6th  October ;  it  has  already 
grown  into  a  pretty  town  composed  of  military  and  numerous  traders,*  and,  under  *  Vide  No.  7  of  the 
the  able  rule  of  Colonel  Mackinnon,  will  form  a  most  important  nucleus  for  *^^^®  addresses. 
civilization.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  an  address  from  the  traders,  praying  that 
English  law  may  be  extended  to  this  town ;  this,  however,  it  is  expedient  for 
many  reasons  to  delay.  It  gratified  me  to  perceive  between  200  and  300  Kafirs 
of  both  sexes  hard  at  work  in  building  houses,  and  aiding  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  gardens,  which,  irrigated  from  the  waters  of  the  Buffalo,  are  in  a  thriving 
and  luxuriant  condition.  The  employment  in  this  manner  of  so  many  Kafirs  at 
the  great  post,  is  important ;  teaching  at  once  habits  of  industry  and  the  use  of 
money ;  many  of  them  are  likewise  employed  at  the  other  posts.  On  the  day 
following  I  held  a  great  meeting  of  the  chiefs,  all  of  whom,  whose  villages  lay 
near  my  route,  had  come  out  to  meet  and  welcome  me  on  my  way.  Nothing 
could  be  more  generally  satisfactory  than  this  meeting,  of  the  proceedings  of 
which  I  enclose  a  sort  of  Minute,  which  will  show  all  that  was  done  upon  the 
occasion.  I  shall  only  here  mention,  that,  perceiving  a  doubt  still  existed  in 
the  minds  of  the  Kafirs  as  to  the  permanency  of  the  present  happy  order  of 
things,  which  they  were  evidently  apprehensive  might,  as  heretofore,  be  re- 
linquished, I  threw  emblematically  upon  the  ground  Her  Majesty's  commands 
conveyed  by  your  Lordship,  confirming  the  system  of  rule  established  in 
Kafraria ;  following  up  this  assertion  by  the  display  of  the  great  magic  staff. 
A  buzz  of  general  contentment  and  satisfaction  was  immediately  elicited,  show- 
the  confidence  which  is  reposed  in  the  present  order  of  things.  The  Lord 
Bishop  of  Cape  Town  was  present,  and  the  emphatic  manner  in  which  he 
explained  to  the  Kafir  chiefs  his  desire  to  benefit  them,  appeared  to  be  fully 
felt  and  appreciated.  The  Kafirs  are  now  another  people,  regarding  us  as 
their  friends,  not  their  enemies,  and  their  loss  in  cattle  has  been  so  great,  that 

•  Page  56  of  Papers  relative  to  Natal,  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  April.  1 849.  f^  r^r^r^\r> 
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^^"^**^g<3*^^^  their  exertions  now  necessarily  tend  to  cultivation.  The  Lord  Bishop  laidthe 
^— '  foundation  stone  of  a  military  chapel  at  .King  William's  Town,  towards  the 

erection  of  which  140/.  were  subsoribed  on  tibe  4spot;  I  also  laid  the  comer 
stone  of  a  Wesleywi  place  of  worship ;  and  trust,  at  some  future  day,  to 
perform  this  ceremony  for  a  Kafir  chapel.  We  must  however  progress  gra- 
dually, and  not  attempt  to  force  on,  or  jump  into,  that,  which  time  and  Divine 
influence  can  alone  accomplish. 

**3.  The  Kafir  police  is  in  excellent  order,  and  is  most  efficient,  and  so 
popular  is  it,  that  the  greatest  punishment  which  can  be  inflicted  on  a  police- 
man, i5  dismissal.  It  has  never,  except  upon  one  occasion,  been  foiled  in 
tracing  theft  and  apprehending  the  delinquents;  but  the  ordinary  course  of  law 
within  British  Kafraria  is  carried  on  by  means  of  civil  messengers  bearing  the 
stick  of  office. 

**  4.  The  paramount  chief  *  Kreili/  arrived  too  late  for  the  meeting.  I 
waited  for  some  time,  in  order  to  see  him,  and  set  out  only  half  an  hour  before 
he  reached  King  William's  Town.  He  galloped  after  me,  overtook  me,  Aid 
nothing  could  be  more  interesting  than  our  meeting,  of  which  I  enclose  a  sort 

— ^oc^'No.  3. Qf  record,  marked  No.  3.    I  attach  importance  to  his  confidence  in  me,  and  to 

the  cheerful  and  really  affectionate  manner  in  which  he  continually  kissed  my 
hand,  and  greeted  me  as  *  great  chief;'  the  chiefs  of  British  Kafraria  looking 
on  with  delight  I  would  fain  describe,  frequently  mentioning  some  anecdote 
connected  with  their  present  happy  condition.  The  cattle  sent  in  by  Kreili  to 
indemnify  the  Wesleyan  Mission  for  the  burning  of  their  tstation,  have  realized 
upwards  of  400/. 

"5.  The  whole  of  the  Kafirs  were  delighted  to  see  me,  report  having  de- 
clared me  killed  by  the  Boers.  I  dwelt  much  at  the  meeting  upon  the  Trans- 
Orange  River  affair ;  far  more  than  I  should  have  done,  had  I  not  considered 
it  expedient  to  exemplify  the  rapidity  with  which  Her  Majesty's  troops  can 
suppress  disorder.  The  Kafirs  have  a  high  opinion  of  the  military  prowess  of 
a  Boer,  and  the  result  of  my  expedition  made  therefore  the  greater  impression. 

**6.  I  visited  Fort  Murray,  where  the  few  military  buildings  required  are 
rapidly  progressing.  I  shall  not  erect  any  permanent  buildings  at  Fort  Grey 
or  Fort  Waterloo,  and  another  great  saving  will  thus  be  effected.  The  men 
are  comfortably  hutted,  have  good  gardens,  and  nothing  more  is  required. 
Thus  at  three  posts,  at  which,  previously  to  the  happy  development  of  the 
success  of  the  present  system,  I  had  contemplated  an  expenditure  in  the  con- 
struction of  buildings,  no  outlay  is  now  necessary ;  which  affords  me  the  greater 
satisfaction,  my  first  object  being,  in  conformity  with  your  Lordship's  marked 
instructions,  to  avoid  expense  whenever  practicable  to  do  «o.  At  Fort  Gla- 
morgan, which,  being  so  near  East  London,  must  be  a  permanent  station,  the 
public  buildings  are  far  advanced. 

**  7.  From  King  William's  Town  I  proceeded  to  Fort  Peddie,  in  the  district 
of  Victoria,  where  a  neat  village  is  rapidly  rising.  With  the  able  assistance  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Calderwood,  the  Civil  Commissioner,  and  under  his  immediate 
direction,  I  have  located  in  what  was  formerly  termed  the  'Neutral  Territory,* 
a  considerable  number  of  Fingoes.  For  their  rule  I  have  adopted  a  plan  sug- 
gested by  him,  for  dividing  them  into  four  townships,  under  the  charge  of  a 
British  superintendent,  with  a  salary  of  lOOl.  a-year,  and  one  of  their  own 
people.  Each  head  of  a  family  ^ill  pay  an  annual  rent  of  IZ.,  and  their  rural 
organization  will  thus  be  provided  for,  together  with  schoolnaasters,  through 
the  medium  alone  of  their  own  contribution.  This  is  a  measure  fraught  with 
good ;  for  one  of  the  greatest  evils  to  contend  with  upon  this  frontier,  is  the 
existence  of  a  vagrant  set  of  the  coloured  classes,  having  no  fixed  resid«ioe, 
and  knowing  no  rule  or  self-control.  I  have  also  established  two  military 
villages  of  Hottentots  on  this  line,  which  are  progressing  fevourably.  Much 
assistance  in  carrying  out  these  arrangements  is  derived  from  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Dugmore,  a  W^leyan  missionary  in  this  neighbourhood,  who  aids  in  the 
zealous  endeavours  of  Mr.  Calderwood  to  establish  rule  and  order.  Under  the 
able  auspices  of  the  latter,  the  seat  of  magistracy  of  Victoria,  *  Alice  Town,* 
near  Fort  Hare,  has  become  already  flourishing,  and  is  rapidly  increasing. 

**8.  On  leaving  Fort  Peddie,  I  proceeded  to  Waterloo  Bay,  from  which  I 
have  withdrawn  the  detachment  of  troops.  Although  of  irast  importance,  I 
understand,  during  the  late  war,  for  landing  Commissariat  supplies,  it  will 
never  be  a  port,  the  nature  of  the  bay  renders  this  impossible.  I  then  went  to 
Bathurst  and  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kowie  River,  on  the  very  important  subject 
of  which  I  shall  hereafter  separately  address  your  Lordship.    I  was  astonished 
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at  the  extent  and  beauty  of  the  cultivation  in  this  part  of  Albany ;  but  in  the    ^^^'"hSSJ*^^^ 
absence  of  a  port  for  shipment  to  Cape  Town  and  the  Mauritius,  the  value  of  _^  *. 

tJje  produce  is  nearly  lost  I  hope  to  remedy  this  deficiency  by  the  construction 
of  a  harbour  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kowie,  so  soon  as  the  engineer  arrives^  whom 
I  have  requested  to  be  seat  out 

^'9.  From  this  part  of  the  coast  I  proceeded  to  Graham*s  Town,  where  I  was 
received  with  every  demonstration  of  respect.  I  enclose  a  sort  of  progranmie 
of  my  visit  with  copies  of  addresses,  &c.  The  subject  of  a  separate  and 
distinct  Government  has  been  again  agitated ;  and  which  I  hope  I  have  success- 
fully combated  by  an  endeavour  to  prove  not  only  its  inutility,  but  that  at 
present  it  would  militate  against  the  general  interests  of  the  colony/'* 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  9.  Eacl.  1  in  No.  9. 

Mbbtihg  of  Kafir  Chiefs^ 
By  express  we  have  received  this  morning  a  report  of  the  meeting  held  on  Saturday,  7th 
October,  beJween  his  Excellency  Sir  Harry  Smith,  Her  Majesty  Commissioner,  and  the  several 
chiefs  of  British  Kafraria.  Tliese  proceedings  are,  in  every  point  of  view,  most  satisfactory. 
They  prove  that  the  system  adopted  by  his  Excellency  is  working  admirably,  not  only  m 
securing  property  and  maintaining  peace,  but  also  in  imj>roving  the  social  condition  and  ad- 
vancing civiftzation  among  the  people  of  that  country.  It  is  a  subject  of  congratulation  that  a 
prelate  of  the  English  Church  should  have  been  present  on  the  occasion,  enlisted  in  the  high 
and  holy  task,  so  worthy  of  his  dignified  station,  of  raising  these  wretched  ignorant  people 
from  that  moral  and  social  degradation  to  which  tliey  are  reduced.  The  unanimous  testimony 
of  the  British  Resident  Commissioners  shows  that,  on  the  whole,  the  conduct  of  the  several 
chiefs  has  been  most  exemplary,  giving  the  fairest  promise  that  the  present  system,  so  auspi- 
ciously commenced,  has  only  to  be  carried  out  with  firmness  and  vigour,  supported  by  justice 
and  humanity,  and  by  the  steady  countenance  and  help  of  the  Home  Government,  to  secure 
effectually  the  future  peace  of  the  frontier,  and  to  coofer  inestia^ble  blessings,  both  upon  tbe 
colony  and  upon  the  naJive  tribes  beyond  its  borders : — 

[  Froai  our  ova  Ri>p«rter.} 

Saturday,  7th  October,  was  the  day  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  n>eet  the  chiefs  of  the 
H'lambie  and  Gaika  tribes.  The  morning  was  fine,  ami  until  noon  the  Kafirs  kept  coming 
into  Kinff  William's  Town  from  various  directions.  'ITie  hoar  appointed  by  his  Excellency 
for  the  Kafirs  to  congregate  was  12  o'clock,  and  precisely  at  that  hour  thq^  assembled  on  the 
parade  ground.  The  number  of  Kafirs  present  was  computed  at  1000  men.  The  following 
chiefs  were  present : — ► 

Gaika  C/uefs: — SandilK,  Macomo,  Kono,  Botman,  Tola,  Hanta,  Tzat2foe.  IThnMe 
Chiefs: — Umhala,  Pato,  Toice,  Geyolo,  Nonebi,  Sewane,  Kosani,  and  a  few  councillors. 

They  formed  a  large  circle,  all  the  chiefs  sitting  in  the  centre.  The  band  of  the  Rifle 
Brigade  struck  up  ^'  God  save  the  Queen,'*  when  the  Governor  and  suite  walked  up  in  the 
following  order : — 

Three  civil  f  Kafir  police,  the  centre  one  bearing  the  staff  of  oJSBee ;  W.  Shepstone,  Esq., 
interpreter  to  the  High  Commissioner ;  the  Lord  Bishop;  the  Governor;  Col.  Mackinnon; 
Maior  Garvock ;  Brigade- Major  Bisset:  Lieut.  Holditch;  four  mounted  orderlies. 

The  Governor  was  received  by  the  chiefs  and  people,  all  stainiii^.  After  a  moment's  pause 
he  desired  them  to  sit  down,  and  the  meeting  commenced  by  the  Governor  addressing  them  in 
substance  in  the  following  words  : — 

TTie  Governor. — Chiefe  and  my  children!  Right  glad  am  I  to  meet  you  this  day,  and  to 
hear  that  there  are  no  complaints  against  you  since  I  was  here  before,  Kreli  would  have  been 
here  to-day,  but  he  was  so  far  off  that  he  could  not  get  here  in  time.  As  I  told  you  before,  when 
I  last  met  you,  the  Queen  of  England  sent  me,  as  your  old  friend,  to  bring  you  out  of  "the 
busb.^  You  were  then  naked,  and  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  destitution,  living  on  roots,  and  in 
a  state  of  starvation.  All  that  I  said  at  that  meeting  has  been  confirmed  by  the  Queen  of 
England,  and  will  for  ever  stand  unaltereil.     The  Queen  has  sent  me  this  paper. 

[His  Excellency  here  held  up  a  scroll  of  paper  which  he  had  in  his  band,  and  then  threw  it 
on  the  ground.]  "  There,"  exclaimed  his  Excellency,  **lies  the  law  of  the  land — never  to  be 
altered — no  change."  [The  Governor  here  took  hold  of  the  staff  of  oflSce,  or  *'  Umseli.'*] 
"  Here  is  the  stick  which  will  carry  it  out;  I  have  soldiers  to  enforce  it.  I  have  never  used 
soldiers  yet,  but  I  will  if  it  be  necessary."  My  brother,  Colonel  Mackinnon,  are  you  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  Commissioners? 

Colonel  Mackinnon, — I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  Commissioners ;  every 
one  of  them  has  done  his  duty  in  the  most  efficient  manner,  in  carrying  out  my  views  and 
the  instructions  of  your  Exceltency. 

[The  Governor  here  called  upon  the  Commissioners,  and  inquired  whether  they  had  any 
complaints  to  make  against  the  cliiefs.  that  he  might  know  whom  he  was  to  censure  and  whom 
he  was  to  applaud.     He  called  upon  W.  M.  D.  Fynn,  Commissioner  for  Kreh.] 

TF.  M,  jD.  Fynn. — Chiefs,  I  have  no  complaints  to  make  against  Kreli ;  he  has  rendered 

*  The  remainder  of  thiii  Despatch  will  be  found  printed  with  the  Papers  relative  to  Natal,  page  6),  pre- 
sect«d  to  both  Hoaaes  of  Parliaaient  by  Command,  May,  1849. 

t  The  words  **  civii  Kafir  poUte"  apply  exclusively  to  tha«»e  Kafirs  who  are  sent  by  the  chiefs  to  remain 
with  the  Commissioners  as  messengers,  and  who  are  not  paid  by  the  Guvernmeut. 
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CAPE  OF  GOOD    me  eyjpry  assistance  to  support  my  authority.     Four  days  ago  I  informed  Kreli  that  his  Excel- 

^21^*  lenpy  invited  Kreli  to  meet  him  at  King  William's  Town.     Kreli  replied,  "  Well,  I  have  often 

been  called  by  governors,  and  always  been  afraid  to  go ;  but  I  am  not  afraid  to  go  to  Smith. 

Smith  calls  me ;  I  go  ;  and  day  and  night  will  I  travel,  lame  as  I  am,  to  see  him  ;  and  this 

will  be  the  first  time  in  my  life  that  I  met  a  great  governor.** 

The  Governor  then  called  upon  Mr.  Charles  Brownlee,  Commissioner  for  the  Gaikas,  to 
know  whether  he  had  any  complaints  to  make. 

Mr.  Brawnke, — I  beg  to  express  my  thanks  to  Sonto  for  his  good  conduct,  in  having  so  • 
promptly  delivered  up  to  justice  a  Ka^r  concerned  in  the  murder  of  the  late  Ingram.  I  wish 
also  to  express  my  entire  satisfaction  at  Sonto's  conduct,  as  I  have  never  been  under  the 
necessity  of  ever  calling  upon  Sonto  to  make  any  compensation  for  horse  err  cattle,  none  ever 
having  been  traced  to  his  location  since  the  time  of  my  appointment.  I  beg  to  bring  to  your 
Excellency's  notice  the  praiseworthy  conduct  of  the  widows  of  Tyalie ;  in  the  readiness  they 
have  ever  manifested  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  Government,  and  in  having,  on  two  occa- 
sions, without  any  directions  from  the  authorities,  followed  the  traces  of  cattle  stolen  from  the 
colony,  apprehending  the  thieves,  and  rendering  compensation  for  the  theft.  Cases  of  theft 
have  been  repeatedly  traced  to  Mocomo*s  and  Botman's  tribes ;  compensation  has  been  ob- 
tained in  all,  and  in  three  cases  the  thieves  have  been  given  up  to  the  colonial  authorities  to  be 
punished.  Altogether  the  conduct  of  the  chiefs  have  been  satisfactory  in  the  highest  degree, 
and  they  exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost  in  the  suppression  of  theft;.  In  3ie  month  of 
August,  when  your  Excellency  was  across  the  Orange  River,  I  called  a  meeting  of  the  cliiefs 
of  my  district,  and  informed  them  that  this  was  the  time  to  show  their  loyalty  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  pointed  out  to  them  the  necessity  of  vigilance  in  the  suppression  of  depredations ; 
and  it  has  been  clearly  proved,  by  the  reduction  of  depredations  during  the  last  month,  that 
the  Kafirs  have  taken  no  advantage  either  of  the  High  Commissioners  absence,  or  the  re- 
duction of  the  force  on  the  frontier. 

His  Excellency  then  called  upon  Captain  Maclean,  Commissioner  for  the  Hlambie  tribes : — 

CaptainMaclean. — I  have  every  reason  to  be  well  satisfied  with  the  chiefs  of  the  H'lambie 
district.     The 

[Copy  imperfect] 

have  been  committed  on  this  flank  of  Albany.  I  have  to  thank  the  chiefs  for  the  support  they 
have  given  me.  They  have  rendered  me  every  assistance  in  support  of  my  authority,  and 
have  done  justice  to  claimants  without  reference  to  me.  I  beg  particularly  to  bring  to  your 
Excellency's  notice  the  conduct  of  the  chiefs  Umhala,  Toyce,  and  Seyolo.  They  apprehended 
many  thieves,  and  gave  them  up  to  justice.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  advert  to  particular 
cases,  but  they  have  recovered  many  horses  and  cattle  stolen  from  the  colony,  the  loss  of  which 
was  never  reported,  or  any  spoor  traced.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  other  chiefs 
would  not  have  acted  in  the  same  manner,  as  1  feel  confident  that  nothing  has  occurred  in  the 
Hlambie  location  which  has  not  been  noticed.  I  beg  also  to  bring  to  your  Excellency's 
notice  that  I  have  conducted  and  carried  out  the  Government  measures  solely  by  the  aid  of  the 
Umsela,  your  Excellency's  stick,  and  in  no  instance  have  I  been  obliged  to  call  for  a  military 
force. 

The  Governor. — What  have  you  to  say,  Sandilh? 

SandiUi  then  called  upon  Macomo. 

Hie  Governor. — I  called  upon  you,  Sandilli,  and  not  upon  Macomo. 

[SandiUi  being  seated  in  the  centre  of  the  circle  at  this  time,  quietly  enjoying  his  pipe,  with 
the  greatest  coolness  possible,  handed  it  over  his  shoulder  to  one  of  his  counsellors,  and  then 
rose  to  address  his  Excellency.] 

Sandilli. — I  have  nothing  to  say.  We  rejoice  to  see  your  Excellency  safe  back  again. 
We  congratulate  you  on  your  success:  we  all  rejoice.  I  am  sorry  that  our  congratulation  is 
not  complete.  Kreli  is  not  here,  and  I  should  like,  as  with  one  voice,  that  the  whole  of  Kafir- 
land  should  congratulate  your  Excellency. 

Umhala  then  rose. — I  beg  that  your  Excellency  will  wait  for  Kreli,  as  we  wish  to  wait  for 
Kreli.  Kreli  has  been  before  to  King  William's  Town,  and  only  found  the  spoor  of  your 
Excellency.  Shall  he  again  come  and  find  the  Great  Chief  gone,  and  shall  nis  heart  once 
more  be  made  sad  by  disappointment  ? 

,  The  Governor. — 1  should  like  to  see  Kreli ;  I  will  wait  as  long  as  I  can,  but  I  must  leave 
to-be  present  at  a  Council  in  Cape  Town.  Here  is  Kreli's  mouth  [pointing  to  Mr.  Fynn], 
and  you  have  already  heard  what  he  has  said.  Kreli  knew  that  he  had  done  wrong  during 
the  war.  He  sent  to  all  the  missionaries  to  pray  that  he  might  receive  forgiveness.  He  has 
already  given  many  cattle  to  make  restitution  for  the  property  destroyed  at  Butterworth,  and 
he  stilf  intends  to  send  more.  He  is  a  man,  who  has  only  now  to  listen  to  the  missionaries,  to 
know  the  way  to  become  a  true  Christian. 

Botman  and  Nonebi  then  rose  and  addressed  his  Excellency,  congratulating  him  on  his 
safe  return.     ITiey  had  nothing  to  say,  but  wished  to  hear  the  news  from  him. 

Pato. — Speak  out,  if  you  have  anything  to  say  !  Why  do  you  not  speak?  You  say  you 
wish  to  congratulate  the  Great  Chief,  and  yet  you  wish  to  wait  for  Kreli.  Where  will  you  find 
him  ?  When  he  comes,  the  Great  Chief  will  be  gone,  and  how  can  you  speak  when  he  is  on 
the  water? 

The  Governor. — Last  February  I  went  across  the  Orange  River  :  there  is  a  large  country 
there,  which  is  filled  with  black  people,  rich  in  cattle.  The  Boers  got  amongst  them.  The 
Boers  and  black  people  could  not  live  without  fighting.  .  I  then  established  laws,  that  the  black 
man  should  not  kill  the  white,  nor  the  white  man  the  black.  The  Boers  thanked  me,  as  did 
also  the  black  man.  But  one  bad  man  got  amongst  them,  and  caused  the  Boers  to  rebel. 
Moshesh  would  have  come  down  upon  them,  but  I  would  not  allow  him.     I  took  the  Queen's 
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Foldiers,  and  the  Boers  got  amongst  the  rocks  and  bushes^  and  tried  particularly  to  kill  me.    CAPE  OF  GOOD 

B»it  all  those  that  try  to  do  good>  God  preserves  them,  but  the  devil  will  have  those  that  do  ^OP^* 

eviL     I  marched  the  troops  forward,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  and  a-half  there  were  55  dead 

in  the  field,  and  170  wounded,  besides  capturing  nearly  one-half  tlieir  horses.     You  know  the 

Boers  dismount  to  fij^ht,  and  1  was  amongst  them  before  they  had  time  to  mount  their  horses. 

You  all  know  how  i  fight.     You  know  how  far  the  Orange  River  is.     I  was  over  ^ere  the 

other  day,  and  you  all  see  I  am  now  here ;  and  I  am  ready  to  fight  there  [pointing  in  the 

direction  of  the  Kye]  to  morrow,  if  necessary.     Here  b  the  Lord  Bishop  from  Cape  Town, 

who  rode  90  miles  yesterday  on  purpose  to  be  at  lhismeeting«     If  Kreli  had  done  the  same,  he 

would  have  been  here  to-day.     He  has  been  sent  out  by  the  good  people  of  England  to  teach 

you  the  religion  of  the  Queen  of  England.     This  is  the  man  that  teaches  me  the  way  to 

salvation,   and  has  come  to  see  what  he  can  do  for  you  in  teaching  you  the  way  to  be 

Christians.     This  is  the  great  chief  of  teachers,  yei  still  regards  the  smallest  child  and  the 

meanest  man,  who  is  good,  and  is  a  Christian,  with  the  same  regard  as  the  ^*  Inkosi  Inkulu.'* 

He  wishes  to  establish  schools  for  the  education  of  your  chiidren.     Can  none  of  you  assist  in 

any  way  ?    Can  none  give  a  calf,  or  a  little  corn  ?     Shall  your  daughters  go  about  naked,  and 

lie  about  in  idleness  in  the  bushes  like  calves  ? 

STie  Governor  here  addressed  himself  to  Jan  Tzatzoe]  : — 
ave  you  nothing  to  say  ?     You,  who  have  been  in  England,  seen  the  great  world  there, 
and  you  saw  that  no  man  there  eats  the  bread  of  idleness?  and  yet,  fool !  you  dared  join  with 
the  Kafirs  against  the  power  of  the  Queen.     Have  you  anything  to  say  1o  the  Lord  Bishop  for 
the  furtherance  of  education  among  your  countrymen? 

Jan  Tzaizoe, — ^The  Lord  Bishop  is  a  great  and  wise  man,  and  the  Great  Chief  has  already 
remarked  that  I  am  a  fool.  How,  therefore,  can  I  give  any  advice  upon  this  subject?  But 
we  certainly  require  teaching  to  remove  our  ignorance.  The  Lord  Bishop  will  best  know  how 
to  accomplish  this. 

The  Governor, — ^The  Lord  Bishop  wishes  to  speak  a  few  words. 

The  Lord  Bishop. — Chieftains  I  I  am  glad  to  meet  you  all  here  this  day.  As  the  Great 
Chief  has  ju<t  told  you,  I  rode  yesterday  all  the  way  from  Graham's  Town,  that  I  might  be 
present  at  this  meeting,  of  which  I  only  beard  the  day  before.  I  am,  as  you  have  been  told, 
the  Bishop  of  the  English  Church  in  this  part  of  the  world ;  of  that  Church  to  which  our 
Queen  belongs,  and  I  wish  now  to  assure  you  of  the  interest — the  deep  interest — which  £  take 
in  you  and  your  condition,  and  to  tell  you  of  my  earnest  desire  to  do  you  any  good  in  my 
power.  The  Great  Chief  has  talked  to  you  about  the  education  of  your  children.  I  am  ready 
to  assist  you  in  this  good  work,  for  I  feel  that  by  education  your  own  peace  and  happiness  will 
be  greatly  promoted.  I  am  also  most  anxious  to  send  amongst  you  ministers  of  God,  who  may 
teadi  you  the  way  of  life,  and  bring  you  to  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God  and  Jesus  Christ, 
whom  He  hath  sent.  Be  assured  that  the  best  way  to  promote  your  own  happiness  in  this 
world,  and  in  that  which  is  to  come,  is  by  becoming  Christians ;  by  receiving  as  your  Lord 
and  your  God  that  blessed  Saviour  in  whom  we,  who  are  Christians,  place  all  our  trust  and  all 
our  hope.  And  now  I  will  not  keep  you  any  longer ;  but,  I  repeat,  I  shall  be  glad  to  do 
you  any  good,  and  I  hope  you  will  tell  me  how  I  can  do  it. 

The  Governor. — I  now  take  my  leave  of  you.  Before  leaving,  I  again  give  over  my  staff 
of  oflSce  to  my  brother.  Colonel  Mackinnon.  There  will  be  another  meeting  on  the  7th 
January.  I  will  come  if  I  can.  Each  chief  must  then  bring  an  ox  as  a  token  of  submission, 
and  an  acknowledgment  for  the  lands  you  hold  from  the  Queen,  and  Colonel  Mackinnon  shall 
give  presents  to  the  chiefs  according  to  their  merits. 

The  Governor  here  handed  his  staff  of  office  to  Colonel  Mackinnon,  and  bade  them  farewell. 

The  whole  of  the  chiefs  and  their  people  then  rose,  uncovered  their  heads,  and,  as  with  one 
voice,  shouted,  '^  Farewell,  Great  Chief!"  The  band  of  the  Bifle  Brigade  struck  up  the 
national  anthem^  and  the  Kafirs  dispersed; 


Enclosure  3,  referred  to  at  page  30.  „    ,  ^  .    ^, 

^  ^  End.  3  m  No.  9»- 

Me£TINO  between  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Kreli,  the  paramount  Chief 

of  Kafirland. 

The  Chief  Kreli  had  been  expected  at  King  William's  Town  the  whole  of  Sunday,  and 
at  three  o'clock  his  Excellency  took  his  departure  for  Line  Drift,  on  his  way  to  Waterloo  Bay, 
without  the  expected  interview  with  him. 

About  half-past  three  o'clock  a  number  of  Kafirs  were  seen  approaching  from  the  direction 
of  Kreli's  country,  whom  Mr.  Fynn  pronounced  to  be  the  Chief  and  his  followers.  It  was 
raining  at  the  time,  but  so  anxious  was  the  Chief  for  an  interview,  that  without  even  stopping 
his  horse,  he  shot  past  in  quest  of  the  Governor,  having  expressed  himself,  in  an  emphatic 
manner,  that  he  would  not  return  until  he  met  him.  The  Chief  was  accompanied  by  Macomo, 
Umhala,  and  Toyce.  Mr.  Shepstone,  interpreter  to  the  High  Commissioner,  and  Mr.  Fynn 
immediately  followed ;  but  when  they  came  up  with  the  Governor,  ho  and  the  Chief  were 
already  in  personal  conversation;  his  Excellency  interpreting  for  himself. 

The  Governor  expressed  himself  delighted  to  see  Kreli,  as  he  was  his  child,  and  when  he 
saw  him  last,  Kreli  was  a  little  boy.  When  his  (Kreli's)  father  expressed  great  anger  with 
him,  he  (the  Governor)  begged  him  off,  because  he  told  his  father  we  was  but  a  child.  He 
inquired  of  Kreli  whether  he  recollected  that  circumstance?     Kreli  replied,  *'  He  did." 

Kreli  then  asked  for  the  Governor's  hand,  which  he  kissed,  expressing  his  heartfelt  satisfac- 
tion at  once  more  being  in  the  presence  of  the  Inkosi  Inkulu.  He  said  that  had  he  not  over- 
taken him  here,  he  would  have  gone  on  until  he  had  done  so,  wherever  he  might  be. 
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CAPKOT GOOD        The  Governor  said  be  was  entirely  satisfied  with  Kreli's  conduct.,  as  he  bad  been  informed 

*  by  Mr.  Fynn  that  he  (Mr.  F.)  bad  no  complaints  against  bun;  for  he  liad  met  with  every 

cheerful  support  in  carrying  out  the  Governor  s  measures* 

Kreli  replied,  "  My  heart  is  now  at  rest,  ha:iMng  ftund  and  shaken  hands- with  my  father.** 
On  parting,  the  Governor  desired  Kreli  to  go  home  and  live  in  peace.  '•'There  is  Fyroi," 
said  bis  Excellency,  ''  who  is  my  mouth.  When  you  wish  to  speak  to  your  fi&tber,  tell  Fynn, 
and  he  will  write  me  all  you  have  to  say;  Remember  me  to  your  mother,  Nuraso;  natsd 
you  don't  forget."  The  Governor  asked  Kreli  whether  he  went  to  chapel?  He  said  he  was 
not  near  enough.  The  Governor  advised  him  to  go  and  hear  God^  word.  *'  You  will  never 
be  right,"  said  his  Excellency,  "  until  you  do,  aiid  become  a  good  Christian.'* 

Mr.  Fynn,  the  Commissioner  for  Kreli's  tribe,  then  stated,  that  he-  had  now  resided  12 

J  cars  with  Exeli,  and  had  always  found  him  a  well-disposed  nran.    Had  he  not  been  led  away 
y  bad  advisers  (his  councillors)  he  would  not  have  been  mixed  up  in  the  late  troubles,  and 
he  was  glad  to  inform  his  Excellency  that  Kreli  was  now  standing  up  and  acting  for  himself. 

His  Exc^ency  said,  <*  I  am  glad  to  hear  it ;  you  must  not  be  guided  by  the  coonsel  of  bad 
men.  I  will  lell  you  how  I  do ;  I  listen  to  all,  I  then  judge,  and  make  my  own  decision*,  and 
nothing  will  divert  me  from  it  after  having  done  it.  When  I  say  yes !  it  i»  yes ;  when  I  say 
no !  it  is  no ;  and  not  to  be  altered.  This  is  what  has  made  me  so  great  to  day,  and  yoci  must 
do  the  same,  and  you  will  also  be  great  among  your  people.  lam  sorry  my  time  is  so  short ; 
there  is  a  Council  waiting  fop  me  in  Cape  Town,  or  I  would  have  waited  a  week  to  see  you. 
Now  go,  my  son,  and  God  bless  you ;  mind  yotr  go  to  chapel,  and  listen  to  what  the  mis- 
sionaries telL  you,  and  become  a  Christiau." 

On  his  Elxcelleiicy  leaving,  he  presented  Kreli  with  a  horse,  saddle,  and  bridle,  and  also 
one  of  his  own  coats,  and  desired  Mr.  Shepstone  to  give  him  a  full  suit,  remarking,  that  he  did 
not  like  to  see  his  children  naked ;  but  that  in  future  he  (Kreli)  was  to  purchase  clothes. 

Kreli>  on  parting  with  the  Governor^  kissed  his  hand,  and  wished  his  father,  the  Grreat  Cluef, 
a  peaceful  journey. 

On  the  Governor  getting  into  his  waggon,  the  whole  of  the  chiefs,  covneiUors  and  po^le 
shouted — *'  Farewell !  Go  in  peace.  Great  Chief!" 

Kreli  was  accompanied  by  about  30  of  his  followers,  and  started  for  his  own  residence  the 
day  after  his  Excellency  left.  He  is  a  fine  looking  man,  standing  full  ^x  feet,  well  ma(fe» 
and  having  the  dignified  carriage  of  a  Chief.    His  general  appearance  is  miM  and  frank. 

Another  hand  furnishes  us  with  the  following  account  of  the  meeting  between  bis  Excellency 
and  the  paramount  Chief  Kreli: — 

It  had  been  the  Governor*s  intention  to  have  left  King  WiHiam's  Town  at  about  12 
o^cIock  on  the  8th  instant,  but  on  receiving  a  report,  that  the  Chief  Kreli,  who  had  been  unable^ 
in  consequence  of  the  distance,  to  reach  it  in  time  fbr  the  meeting  on  the  day  prenous  was 
approaching,  his  Excellency  at  once  resolved  to  await  his  arrival.  He  accordingly  remained 
for  upwards  of  three  hours^  starting  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  all  prospect  of  seeing  Kreli 
appeared  to  be  at  an  end.  The  waggon  had,  however,  hardly  proceeded  five  or  six  mSes, 
when  it  was  overtaken  by  the  Tranis-Keion  Chief,  who,  with  his  followers,  and  accompanied  by 
nearly  all  the  Chiefs  who  had  been  present  at  the  meeting  on  the  7lh,  had  galloped  after  it  at 
full  spaed  from  King  William's  Town ;  and  the  Governor's  satisfaction  was  so  great  at  this 
proof  of  bis  anxiety  to  see  him,  that  he  remained  in  conversation  with  him  for  nearly  an  hour. 
The  Chief,  whose  personal  appearance  for  a  Kafir  is  unusually  pleasing  and  prepoasessiary 
evinced  real  pleasure  at  seeing  his  Excellency,  whom  be  positively  appeared  to  regard  wim 
great  personal  affection,  and  it  may  be  remarked  as  peculiarly  striking,  coming  as  it  did  from 
the  man  taught  to  consider  himself  the  great  paramount  sovereign  of  Kafirland,  that  he 
addressed  the  Giovomor  at  once,  and  invariably  during  the  interview,  as  "  lukosi  Inkuhi." 
Mr.  Fynn,  the  British  resident,  and  Mr.  Shepstone,  the  interpreter,  ^^ere  present,  bavmg  left 
Khig  William's  Town  with  Kreli,  who  however  ha^  far  outstripped  them  in  his  haste  to  over- 
take the  Governor;  and  their  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  language  enabled  the  conversation 
to  be  carried  on  with  ease.  His  Excellency  adverted  in  strong  terms  to  the  praiseworthy  con- 
duct of  the  chief  in  his  having  made  restitution  for  burning  the  missionary  station  of  Butter- 
worth  (which  be  has  done  to  the  extent  of  about  400/.),  upon  whieh  Mr.  Fynn  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  saying,  "  that  he  had  been  for  years  ta  Kreli's  country,  that  he  knew  him  to  be  a 
naturally  good  and  well-disposed  man,  and  that  his  desire  had  always  been,  when  not  interfeied 
with  by  bad  advisers,  to  act  justly  and  to  do  right."  The  Governor  upon  this  expressed  his 
great  satisfaction  ;  and  impressed  upon  Kreli  the  necessity  of  his  always  acting  for  himself;  and 
that  when  he  felt  a  thing  to  be  right,  he  should  do  it,  and  not  allow  himself  to  be  influenced 
by  evil-disposed  "  Pakati."  On  l^ing  asked  by  his  Excellency  if  he  had  forgotten  an  instance, 
when  his  father  Hintza  was  very  angry  with  him,  as  a  boy,  and  he  was  pardoned  at  his  inter- 
cession, Kreli  replied  that  he  remembered  it  perfectly. 

His  dress  consisted  merely  of  a  blanket,  at  which  his  Excellency  expressed  much  regret, 
and  gave  him  a  great  coat  of  his  own,  which  was  lying  in  the  waggon,  saying  that  he  trusted 
when  he  next  saw  him,  he  would  be  completely  clothed ;  he  likewise  presented  him  with  a  horse, 
saddle,  and  bridle. 

After  a  very  lengthened  conversation  the  Chief  took  his  leave  and  returned  to  King  William's 
Town,  evidently  delighted  with  the  interview,  which  when  Kreli's  high  rank  among  the  Kafirs, 
and  friendly  disposition,  which  was  too  cordial  to  be  mistaken,  are  taken  into  consideration, 
must  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest  interest  and  importance. 

The  interest  and  happiness  evinced  by  the  minor  Chiefs  during  the  interview  is  not  to  be 
described. 

On  Sunday  evening  the  Chief  Kreli  had  a  long  and  interesting  interview  with  the  bishop 
upon  the  subject  of  establishing  schools  in  Kreli's  country. 
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(No.  16.)  No.  10.  ^^"hS&~® 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.R,  to  1^77^. 

Earl  Grbt. 

Government  House,  Cape  Town,  Jan.  12,  1849.  Answ^ed  April  2a, 
My  Lobd,  {Received  AprU  2,  1849.)  J^2*44.'''     ' 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  hei^wilii  a  Copy  of  the  Report  of  No.  1. 

Colonel  Mackinnon,  the  Commandant  and  Civil  Commissioner,   as  to  the 

improving  state  of  *'  British  Kafraria/*  and  of  my  reply  thereto.     In  this ^^'  ^'      - 

document  the  successful  working  of  the  present  system  is  so  clearly  set  forth, 
that  I  have  only  to  remark  every  confidence  nuty  be  placed  in  the  gradual 
improvement  of  the  barbarians,  and  the  continued  protection  of  the  eastern 
Golcnnal  frontier.  Little  lias  as  yet  been  done  in  the  establishment  of  schools ; 
but  it  is  impossible  to  attain  at  once  every  important  step  leading  to  civilization 
and  Christianity.  The  missions  have  all  been  re-established;  cultivation  is 
acquiring  a  desirable  ascendancy ;  the  miuds  of  all  are  bent  upon  peace  and  all 
the  blessings  it  induces ;  and  a  system  for  education  and  schools  is  in  con- 
templation. 

2.  It  is  to  me  a  most  gratifying  duty  to  draw  your  Lordship's  attention  to 
the  able  manner  in  which  the  administration  of  affairs  in  "  British  Kafraria  " 
is  conducted  by  Colonel  Mackinnon.  He  diq)lays,  in  an  eminent  degree,  a 
depth  of  judgment  and  a  solidity  of  action,  which  have  acquired  for  him  the 
confidence,  respect,  and  admiration  of  all  classes  :  hence  the  happy  result  now 
reported.  And  it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  if  so  much  has  been  achieved  in  the 
short  space  of  not  quite  one  year,  the  same  judgment  and  energy  will  continue 
to  meet  with  like  success,  and  a  most  heterogeneous  mass  of  mankind  be 
impelled  gradually  onward  to  the  desired  haven. 

3.  Colonel  Mackinnon  s  Report  is  confined  to  "  British  Kafraria ;  '*  but 
I  must  here  again  comment  upon  the  most  excellent  conduct  of  the  heretofore 
paramount  chief  Kreili,  who  has  faithfully  completed  his  voluntary  offer,  to 
reimburse  the  Wesleyan  Mission  for  the  damage  occasioned  to  the  station  of 
Buttervvorth,  wantonly  and  wickedly  burned  in  the  course  of  the  last  war,  and 
to  indemnify  the  Resident,  Mr.  Fynn,  for  the  loss  of  property  he  sustained  imder 
similar  circumstances.  The  cattle  sent  in  realized  the  sum  of  4331  17^.  8rf., 
and  all  parties  are  satisfied.  I  regard  this  procedure  on  the  part  of  Kreili,  as 
I  have  stated  in  a  foraner  Despatch,  as  the  work  of  Divine  mtervention  rather 
than  the  result  of  the  influence  of  any  human  ^tgency.  The  effect  it  has  ^ad 
throughout  Kafirland  cements  an  order  of  things  heretofore  disunited. 

4.  I  have  also  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  Report  received  from  No.  3. 
Colonel  Mackinnon,  upon  his  transmission  of  the  records  of  the  census  of  the 

native  population  in  British  Kafraria,  and  of  my  reply  thereto.     These  records  No.  4. 

are  compiled  with  much  research  and  consequ^it  accuracy ;  and  the  moral 
influence  upon  the  Kafir,  from  the  fact  of  his  name  wad  property  being  written 
in  a  book,  is  as  peculiar  as  it  is  notorious. 

5.  I  cannot  so  well  conclude  this  Despatch  as  by  assuring  your  Lordship 
that  Her  Majesty's  troops  in  British  Kafraria  are  well  quartered,  and  in  a  most 
economical  manner.  They  have  good  gardens,  and  are  all  in  a  estate  of  perfect 
health  and  exemplary  discipline. 

I  have  &C. 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)        H.  G.  SMITH. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


Endosure  1  ;iii  No.  10.  Bnd.  1  in  No.  10. 

Sir,  King  William's  Town,  January  1,  1849. 

More  than  a  year  having  elapsed  since  Her  Majes^'s  autb(Mrity  was  proclaimed  in 
British  Kafraria,  this  may  not  be  an  unfit  time  for  me4o  five  your  Excellency  some  account 
of  the  manner  in  which  our  system  has  wioi^ed.  In  my  letter  of  the  23rd*  of  March  last,  a 
quarter  of  a  year  aft^  the  establishment  of  British  nue  in  Kafraria,  I  had  the  honour  qt 
giving  your  Excellency  a  general  account  of  the  progress  of  events  up  to  that  period ;  and  it 

"^  See  page  74  of  Kafir  Papers,  preaenled  to  both  Honses  of  Parliament  by  Command^  July,  1646. 
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C^®^|L^(JOD  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  say,  that  the  favourable  anticipations  vhich  I  then  indulged  in 
^^Z'  1^*^®  b^^  *^'y  realized. 

I  may  confidently  say,  and  your  Excellency,  from  your  personal  observation  during  your 
late  visit  to  this  district  will,  I  am  convinced,  fully  bear  me  out  in  the  assertion,  that  the  KaBrs 
generally,  the  chiefs  as  well  as  their  followers,  regard  with  satisfaction  the  transition  from 
anarchy  and  self  rule,  to  the  protection,  even-handed  j ustice,  and  security  which  ihey  now 
enjoy  under  the  British  Government.  The  chiefs  are  contented  because  we  support  their  just 
authority ;  and  their  followers  are  so  because  we  protect  them  from  the  oppression  formerly 
exercised  over  them  by  the  chiefs,  and  because  we  maintain  every  man  in  the  possession  of 
^ his  own. 

I  may  also  say  that  it  is  generally  acknowledged,  that  at  no  former  period  have  the  frontier 
colonists  enjoyed  such  security  from  marauding  as  during  the  past  year.  Whenever  a  theft 
has  been  fairly  traced,  either  the  stolen  property  has  been  recovered  or  compensation  for  the 
loss  obtained. 

The  missionaries  have  nearly  all  returned  to  the  stations  which  they  occupied  before  the  late 
war,  and  several  new  stations  have  been  fornied.  I  have  caused,  accoraing  to  your  Excel- 
lency's instructions,  ploughs,  other  agricultural  implements,  and  seed,  to  be  furnished  to  all  the 
mission  stations  for  the  benefit  of  the  Kafirs  in  their  neighbourhood.  This  has  given  a  great 
impulse  to  industry  and  agriculture,  and  already  has  a  great  deal  of  corn  and  other  produce 
been  raised.  At  two  of  the  mission  stations,  Barn's  Hill  and  Kayser's,  I  understand  that 
about  12,000  lbs.  of  oat-hay  are  ready  for  sale  to  the  Commissariat.  I  consider  that  in  a  few 
years  time  each  mission  station  will  serve  as  a  model  farm,  and  that  the  general  well-being  of 
the  Kafirs  who  are  attached  to  the  missions  will  have  the  effect  of  attracting  a  large  population 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  each  station  ;  and  thus  serve  the  double  purpose  of  encouraging  the 
spread  of  Christianity  and  the  promotion  of  industry  amongst  the  natives.  A  very  considerable 
Kafir  trade  has  sprung  up,  and  is  daily  on  the  increase.  The  effect  of  this  will  be  to  benefit 
materially  the  colonial  revenue ;  and  I  apprehend  that  even  now  British  Kafraria  is  no  burden 
to  the  colony  in  a  financial  point  of  view. 

We  have  43  general  traders  in  Kafraria,  each  of  whom  has  paid  50/.  for  his  licence  to  trade 
during  the  year.  These  traders  must  sell  largely,  or  they  could  not  pay  so  high  a  rate  of 
licence.  The  Kafirs  purchase  principally  blankets,  ready-made  clothes,  handkerchiefe,  spades, 
axes,  hoes,  copper  wire,  articles  of  British  manufacture,  which  are  subject  to  an  ad  valorem 
duty  of  5  per  cent. ;  they  also  purchase  beads  in  great  quantities,  which,  being  of  foreign 
manufacture,  pay  12  per  cent,  duty  ;  and  tobacco,  sugar,  and  rice,  which  also  pay  a  consideraUe 
duty.     It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  colonial  revenue  benefits  largely  by  the  Kafir  trade. 

Your  Excellency  will  see,  by  a  statement  which  I  shall  shortly  have  the  honour  of  trans- 
mitting to  you,  that  the  fund  arising  from  the  sale  of  licences  to  trade,  has  produced  during 
the  year  about  2500/. ;  of  which  the  Board  of  Roads,  appointed  by  your  Excellency  to  appro- 
priate this  fund,  has  expended  about  12201.  in  roads,  bridges,  causeways,  water-courses,  and 
other  works  of  general  utility.  The  Board  has  already  paid  into  the  Colonial  Treasury  about 
360/.  for  licences  collected  in  East  London,  and  a  fiuther  sum  of  about  920/.  will  be  paid  in 
when  the  accounts  of  the  Board  are  wound  up;  making  altogether  about  1280/.  paid  in.  I 
have  been  enabled  to  avail  myself  of  military  labour  to  carry  out  the  works  which  the  Board 
of  roads  sanctioned;  consequently  much  has  been  done  at  a  trifling  expense.  The  roads 
throughout  Kafraria  have  been  put  into  thorough  repair,  and  a  small  outlay  yearly  will  suffice 
to  keep  tliem  so.  The  proceeds  of  the  Licence  Fund  will,  with  all  other  revenue  obtained  in 
Kafraria,  be  paid  in  future  into  the  Civil  Chest ;  and  will  thus,  at  the  expense  of  a  very  trifling 
outlay  to  keep  up  what  has  already  been  done,  become  a  clear  gain  to  the  colonial  revenue. 

Your  Excellency  will  have  seen  by  my  various  Reports,  that  750/.  in  all  has  been  paid  into 
the  public  chest  from  the  sales  of  cattle  taken  during  the  year  from  Kafir  deUnquents,  as  fines 
for  depredations,  and  for  various  offences. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  three  above  described  sources  of  revenue,  viz.,  the  duties  paid 
on  imported  articles  which  are  sold  to  the  natives,  the  licence  fund,  and  the  sales  of  cattle  taken 
from  delinquents,  I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  the  revenue  which  is  derived  directly  or 
indirectly  from  British  Kafraria  will  fully  cover  the  expense  attendant  on  the  extension  of 
British  rule  to  that  country. 

I  will  now  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the  British  population  in  Kafraria.  It  is  rapidly 
on,  the  increase ;  and  this  place  and  all  the  other  military  posts  afford  a  fair  field  for  the  indus- 
trious labourer  and  artisan.  King  William's  Town,  which,  at  the  commencement  of  the  year, 
con^sted  only  of  a  few  Kafir  huts,  is  now  a  larg?  and  populous  town. 

I  have  maintained  order  amongst  the  British  and  Hottentot  population  by  means  of  a  few 
simple  but  stringent  regulations,  enforced  in  a  firm  but  conciliatory  manner.  On  very  few 
occasions  have  I  found  it  necessary  to  exert  the  powers  given  me  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  under 
the  6th  and  7th  Will  IV.  cap.  5/,  of  committing  culprits  to  a  colonial  prison  for  criminal 
acts.  The  administration  of  justice  in  this  district  has  therefore  been  inexpensive  to  the  colony  ; 
and,  I  trust,  that  for  some  time  to  come,  the  cumbrous  and  expensive  machinery  of  circuit 
courts  and  civil  prisons  may  be  dispensed  ^ith. 

I  will  content  myself  with  thus  briefly  adverting  to  the  adove-mentioned  subjects  as  being  of 
the  most  prominent  interest,  and  those  to  which  I  have  principally  directed  my  attention  in 
carrying  on  the  functions  which  have  been  intrusted  to  me.  I  have  endeavoured  to  show  that 
the  Kafirs  are  contented ;  that  the  colonists  enjoy  security ;  that  agriculture  and  industry  are 
making  pro^ss  amongst  the  natives ;  that  the  British  population  is  on  the  increase,  and  that 
order  is  maintained  among  them  at  little  cost ;  and,  finally,  that  Kafraria  is  no  burthen  to  the 
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colony  in  a  financial  point  of  view.    These  are  the  results  of  our  first  year's  occupation  of  the    CAPR  OP  GOOD 
country.  HOPR. 


His  Excellency  the  High  Commissioner, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  Geo.  Mackinnok, 

i 


Colonel  Commanding  and  Chief  Commissioner. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  10. 


SlR« 


Government  House,  Cape  Town, 
January  11,  1849. 


I  HAD  the  honour  yesterday  to  receive  your  Report,  under  date  1st  instant,  of  tlie 
working  of  the  system  established  for  the  rule  of  British  Kafraria,  and  the  protection  of  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  colony.  This  Report  I  shall  of  course  submit  to  Earl  Grey,  for  not 
only  will  it  afford  me  a  very  favourable  opportunity  to  comment  upon  the  steadiness  with 
which  this  system  works,  and  how  its  utility  daily  developes  itself,  but  also  enable  me  to 
represent  to  his  Lordship  the  zeal,  judgment,  and  ability  displayed  by  you  upon  all  occasions, 
in  the  exercise  of  power  in  a  position  of  great  responsibility.  It  will  be  also  gratifying  to  me 
to  be  able  to  assure  his  Lordship  that  you  have  been  zealously  and  ably  supported  by  the 
officers  I  have  placed  under  you,  and  of  the  great  utility  of  the  Kafir  police. 

When  we  call  to  mind  the  chaos  of  confusion  British  Kafrarfa  was  this  time  last  year,  and 
compare  its  present  state — ^its  growing  and  cultivated  fields — its  rising  towns — then  may  we 
attach  credit  to  a  system,  by  which,  while  it  thus  promotes  the  welfare  and  tends  to  the  civili- 
zation of  the  conquered  barbarians,  peace,  confidence,  and  protection  are  afforded  to  the 
colonists. 

Your  next  Report  will,  I  know,  from  arrangements  now  in  progress,  enable  you  to  report 
favourably  upon  schools  and  education,  upon  which  so  much  depends  all  future  improvement ; 
and  the  great  end — ^the  blessings  of  Christianity. 

I  have,  &c.. 


Col.  Mackinnon,  C.B.,  Chief  Commissioner, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(Signed) 


H.  G.  Smith. 


End.  2  in  No.  10/ 


Sir, 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  10. 

King  William*s  Town,  December  20,  1848. 


I  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting  the  Census  Returns  of  the  natives  located  in  the 
TSlambie  and  Gaika  districts  of  "  British  Kafraria." 

The  numbers  living  under  each  chief  in  the  T*Slambie  district  are  as  follows  : —   [ 


Umhala  ... 

.     10,018 

Pato  and  Cobus 

.      8,527 

Toise       . 

.      7,481 

Siwani      .         .         « 

.      2,773 

Stock       . 

.      3,342 

Seyolo      ... 

.      2,161 

Tabai       . 

877 

Total  T'Slambies 

.     35,179 

,t  as  follows : — 

SandiUi    . 

,     14,915 

Tebe 

.        .      4,867 

Macomo  ... 

.      2,066 

Botman  . 

.      1,455 

Tola        .         .         . 

.        .      1,487; 

Son*© 

672 

Tatzoe     . 

.      1,717 

Total  Gaikas      •         .         •     27,179 
Making  a  total  of  62,358  souls. 


End.  3  in  No.  10. 


Mr.  Brownlee,  the  Assistant  Gaika  Commissioner,  calculates  that  from  20,000  to  25,000  of 
the  Gaikas  are  absent,  this  beinff  principaUy  occasioned  by  the  scarcity  of  fo(xl  in  that  country. 
Large  tracts  of  it  were  depopulated  when  it  was  overrun  by  the  troops  during  the  sowing 
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CAPS  OF  GOOD    season  of  1847>  and  the  natiTes  have  not  yet  reiurnecU    Tfie  greater  part  of  these  Bxm  in 
HOPB*  Kreil'fs  country,  some  in  Tambookie  Land^  some  in  the  T'Slambie  district,  and  a  good  i 


wandering  about  the  colony  withqut  passes. 

The  return  of  cattle,  your  Excellency  will  observe,  does  not  average  one  head  for  every 
soul ;  but  the  numbers  falave  doubtless  been  much  understated  by  the  Kafirs. 

I  haw,  &e.) 

(Signed)         '   Geo,  Mxckinnon,' 
His  Excellency  the  High  Commissioner,  Colonel  and  Chief  Commissioner. 

&C.  &C.  &Ci 


End  4  in  No.  10.  Enclosure  4  in  No.  10. 

Sir,  Government  House,  Cape  Town,.  Dec.  28^  1848. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  20th  instafnt, 
transmittinc;  therewith  the  census  of  the  population  of  the  Kafir  tribes  in  British  Kafraria.. 
These  returns  are  prepared,  I  observe,  with  ffreat  care,  research,  and  ability ;  the  informatiaa 
therein  contained  is  of  vast  importance ;  andl  request  you  would  convey  to  the  CommissioBers 
ot  these  tribes  my  just  sense  of  their  meritorious  exertions. 

I  have,  &C., 

Colonel  Mackinnon^  C.B.,  Chief  Commissioner.  (Signed)  H.  G.  Smith* 


No.  11.  (No.  37.)  No.  11. 

Copr  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart,  G.CR, 

to  Earl  Grey. 

Government  House,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
February  8,  1849. 
My  Lord,  (Received  April  216,  1849.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  your  Lordship's  information,  copy 

No.  1. of  a  letter  from  Colonel  M ackinnon,  dated  the  25th  ultimo,  enclosing  the  First 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Roads  for  British  Kafraria,  and  copy  of  my  reply 
No.  2.  thereto,  dated  the  1st  instant. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Board,  your  Lordship  will  observe  that  their  exer- 
tions have  not  t>een  confined  to  the  formation  of  roads ;  several  bridges  and 
causeways  have  been  erected,  and  a  water-course,  affording  a  plentiful  supply 
of  water  to  the  garrison  and  inhabitants  of  King  William's  Town,  has  sdso 
been  constructed. 

The  amount  expended  by  the  Board  in  these  works,  during  the  year  1848, 
has  been  758/. ;  but  as  military  labour  has  been  almost  exclusively  employed, 
at  a  moderate  remimeration,  viz.,  4d.  per  diem,  much  more  has  been  effected 
with  this  sum  than  might,  at  first  sight,  appear  probable.  The  funds  expended 
,  by  the  Board  have  been  derived  exclusively  from  the  sale  of  licences  to 
traders,  hotel-keepers,  and  working  people  in  British  Kafraria,  and  that  the 
Kafirs  contribute  (as  it  is  they  who  pay  indirectly)  to  their  own  Government 

On  the  31st  December,  1848,  the  Board  had  in  hand  a  balance  of 
957^.  145.  lOd.  I  will  not  needlessly  occupy  your  Lordship's  time  by  dilating 
on  the  obvious  advantages  of  this  application  of  a  revenue  derived  from  a 
judicious  association  of  traders  and  other  Europeans  with  the  Kafir  tribes.  I 
am  certainly  of  opinion  that  this  Report,  taken  in  conjunction  with  CJolonel 
Mackinnon's  more  detailed  statement,  which  was  transmitted  in  my  Despatch, 
*  Pag©  35.  No.  16,*  of  the  12th  ultimo,  affords  a  most  gratifying  proof  of  the  present 
efficiency  of  the  new  Kafir  system,  and  very  strong  pounds  for  anticipating 
its  continued  success. 

I  have,  &c.. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  H.  G.  SMITH. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 
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(No.  95.)  Enclosure  1  in  No.  11. 

Sir,  King  William'B  Town,  January  25,  1849. 

I  HAVK  the  honour  of  transmitting  herewith  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure 
of  the  Board  of  Roads  of  British  Kafrana  for  the  year  1848. 

Your  Excellency  will  observe  that  the  sum  expended  by  the  Board  amounts  to 
1185/.  I9s.  2id. ;  that  the  Board  has  paid  into  the  colonial  chest  427/.  10^.  for  licences 
taken  out  at  East  London  ((hat  place  having  become  part  of  the  colony),  that  67/*  2«.  Id. 
have  been  repaid  by  the  Colonial  Government  to  the  Board  for  improvements  at  and  near 
East  London,  and  that  a  further  sum  of  957/.  14^.  lOld.  will  now  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer- 
General,  making  a  clear  gain  to  the  colonial  revenue,  after  deducting  all  expenditure^  of 
1318/.  2s.  9id. 

A  great  number  of  useful  works  have  been  carried  out,  and  as  military  labour  has  been 
exclusively  employed,  at  a  trifling  expense.  The  roads  throughout  Kafraria  have  been  put 
into  thorough  repair ;  a  bridge  has  been  constructed  over  the  Chumie,  between  Alice  and  Fort 
Hare ;  causeways  have  been  constructed  over  the  Buffalo,  at  King  William's  Town,  and  Fort 
Murray.  A  water-course  of  more  than  three  miles  in  length  has  been  reconstructed  at  King 
William's  Town,  thereby  furnishing  the  garrison  and  inhabitants  with  an  abundant  supply  of 
water,  and  a  number  of  other  expenses  nave  been  defrayed  which  would  otherwise  have  fallen 
upon  the  colonial  revenue.  I  shall  forward  to  the  Treasurer-General  by  this  post  a  duplicate 
of  the  account  herewith  transmitted,  and  a  draft  for  the  unexpended  balance  in  the  hands  of 
the  Board. 

1  have  &c., 
(Signed)  Geo.  Mackinnon, 

His  Excellency  the  High  Commissioner,  Colonel  and  Chief  Commissioner. 

&c.  &o.  &C. 


CAPE  OF  GOOD 
HOPS. 

End.  1  in  No.  II. 


Dr.         Board  of  Boads  for  British  Kafraria^  (from  1st  January  to  3lst  December,  1848).  Cr. 


To  cash  paid  for  laying  out  allotments  at  King 

William't  Town 

To  cash  for  repairing  and  making  road  from  Klug 

William's  Town  to  Fort  Waterloo  , 
To  cash  for   repairing   Middledrift,    Keiskamma 

River,  on  road  to  Fort  Hare  .         •         .         • 
To  cash  for  repairing  toad  from  Needskamp  to 

Fort  Grey 

To  cash  for  repairing  roads  near  King  Wdliam*s 

Town 

To  cash  for  reconstructing  and  repairing  Water 

Canal,  King  William*8  Town  .... 
To  cash  paid  Engineer  Officers  for  superintending 

works  ordered  by  the  Board    .... 
To  cash  for  drainage  and  improvements  at  East 

London  (repaid  by  Colonial  Government^ 
To  cash  for  making  bridge  over  Chumie  River  at 

Fort  Hare  .        •         .         . 
To  cash  for  making  and  rep:uring  road  near  Fort 

Murray 

To  cash  for  stationery  for  Gaika  Commissioner  • 
To  cash  for  stationery  for  PSlambie  Commisioner 
To  cash  for  stationery  fur  Mr.  Fynu,  resident  with 

Kreili • 

To  cash  for  stationery  for  Tambookie  Commissioner 
To  cash  for  statiuueiy  for  Board  of  Roads  .  • 
To  cash  for  stationery  for  Ist  Division  of  Kafir 

Police 

To  cash  for  stationery  for  2nd  Division  of  Kafir 

Police 

To  cash  for  stationery  for  Mr.  Fynn,  Resident  vrith 

Faku 

To  cash  for  miscellaneous  purposes  (12  pairs  of 

handcufik,  and  painting  boards  to  indicate  public 

offices,  &c.)  .         .         • 

To  cash  for  making  and  repairing  road  from  Fort 

Grey  to  East  London  (repaid  by  Colonial  Go- 

vemmentj    ....... 

To  canh  for  clothing  for  Civil  Kafir  Police  attached 

to  T'Slambie  Commissioner    .         •         •         . 
To  cash  for  building  stables  and  huts  for  1st  Divi- 
sion of  Kafir  Pulice  •  ... 
To  cash  for  building  stables  and  huts  for  2nd  Divi- 
sion of  Kafir  Police        ..... 
To  cash  for  sinking  well  at  East  London  (repaid  by 

Colonial  Government)    .         .         .         •         . 
To  cash  for  making  causeway  over  Buffalo  River 

at  King  William's  Town         .... 
To  cash  for  ploughing  and  repairing  plough  for 

Chief  Umhala 

To  cash  for  printing  and  advertisements  connected 

with  British  Kairaria 

To  cash  for  making  and  repairing  road  near  Fort 

White.         ...  ... 

To  cash  for  Kafir  Commissioner  for  destitute  Kafirs 

of  the  Gaika  District 


Carried  fonvard    • 


£.  a. 

d. 

8  16 

H 

3  6 

0 

64  16 

6 

105  15 

2 

14  9 

9 

141  10 

9J 

70  16 

0 

30  7 

6 

169  1 

Oi 

31  17 

14  19 

2  5 

8 
6 
0 

10  9 
7  16 
3  18 

6 
6 
0 

18  0 

6 

5  14 

0 

2  14 

9 

4  10  6 

32  15  10 

14  16  e 

41     1  4 

14  3  4 
3  18  9 

45  10  6^ 

3    4  2 

31    5  3 

74  14  9^ 

15  0  0 


988    5     1} 


King  fViUiam*s  Town, — By  14  general  traders* 
licenses,  at  50/.  each  •         . 

By  3  hotel  licenses,  at  20/.  . 
By  49  working  people*s  licenses,  at  3/.  15«. 

East  London. — By  8  general  traders'  licenses, 

at  50/. 

By  1  hotel  licenst*,  at  20/.     . 

By  2  working  people*i  license,  at  3/.  15a. 

Fort  Grey, — By  5  general  traders'  licences,  at 
50/ 


50A 


Fort  Hare,-^Bj  2  general  traders*  licenses,  at 

50/. 

By  1  workman's  license  at  3/.  I5s.  • 

Fort  Cox, — By  3  general  trader's  licenses,  at 

50/ 

By  2  working  people's  licenses^  at  3/.  15«. 

Fort  Murray. — By  2  general  traders'  licenses, 
at  50/ 


Fort  Waterloo, — By  3  general  traders'  licenses, 
at  50/. 


Fort  White,— By  1  general  trader's  license    . 

Perie  Post  (^Forest), — By  9  working  people's 
licenses,  at  3/.  15s.  each  •         •         • 

East  o/Kei  River. — By  4  general  traders'  li- 
censes, at  50/.  .         •         •         . 


Doorrie'sMissionary  Station, — By  I  workman's 
license,  at  &  15f 


Iquibeha*s  Missionary  Station. — By  I  general 
trader's  license  at  50/.    '  •         •         • 


King  WiUiam*s  Thewn. — By  smount  of  fines 
for  breaches  of  regulations        •         • 

Colonial  Government, ^-By  amount  repaid  by 
Colonial  Government  for  expenses  in- 
curred by  Board  at  East  London  .     • 

East  Province  Bank.— By  interest  on  fixed 
de))osit  in  Eastern  Province  Bank,  and 
700/.  from  1st  February,  1848    . 


Carried  forward 


U 


700  0 

60  0 

183  15 


400  0  0 

20  0  0 

7  10  0 


100  0  0 
3  15  0 


150  0  0 
7  10  0 


G 


£.    s.  d. 

943  15  0 

427  10  0 

250  0  0 

103  13  0 

157  10  0 

100  0  0 

150  0  0 

50  0  0 

33  15  0 

200  0  0 

3  15  0 

50  0  0 

11  15  0 

67  2  1 

22  7  0 


2,571  4  I 
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Dr. 


Correspondence  relative  to  the 

Board  of  Roads  for  Britfeh  Kafraria — continued. 


€r. 


Brouj^bt  forward  •         .         .         • 
To  cash  for  scales  and  weights  for  market  at  King 

William's  Town 

To  cash  for  two  police  constables  employed  at  King 

William's  Town,  \o  31st  December,  1848 
To  cash  for  repairing  and  making  road  from  Fort 

Hare  to  Fort  Cox 

To  cash  for  building  Civil  Kafir  Poliee  and  Kafir 

Chiefs  hut  at  Fort  Murray     •         .         •         • 
To  cash  for  Kafir  messengern  attache^  to  Resident 

with  Kreili,  to  Slst  December,  1846 

Amount  expended  by  Board  (including  amount 

expended  at  East  London) 
Amount   paid   to    Colonial  Government  for 

licenses  at  East  London  .         .         •         • 


Amount  paid  to  Colonial  Government,  being 
balance  unexpended  on  the  3Ut  Dec.,  1848 


Total 


£. 

988 

17 

9 

148 

16 
5 


«.  d. 

6  1} 

12  0 

14  0] 

9  \\i 

18  1 

0  0 


1,185 
427 


19    2i 
18    0 


1,613 
937 


9    2} 
14  lOi 


2,571    4    1 


Brought  forward 


Total 


£.    «.    d. 


£.     $.    d. 
2,571    4     I 


2,571    4    I 


Dr. 


Recapitulation,  1848. 


Cfr. 


Amount  expended  by  Board,  including  amount 

expended  at  East  London 
Amount  paid  to  Colonial  Government  for  bcenses 

at  East  London 

Amount    paid    to  Colonial    Goremmeot,    being 

balance  unexpended  on  Slst  December,  1848    • 


Total 


£.    «.    d. 
1,185  19    2| 
427  10    0 
957  14  10} 


2,571    4     I 


43  general  licenses  at  50/.      • 

4  hotel  licenses,  at  20/. .         .         . 

64  working  licenses,  at  3L  15#. 

Fines  for  breaches  of  regulations      •         • 

Re-credit  from  Colonial  Gknremment 

Sastem  Provincial  Bank,  interest  on  700/. 


ToUl 


£. 

e. 

i. 

2,150 

0 

0 

80 

0 

0 

240 

0 

0 

11 

15 

0 

67 

2 

I 

22 

7 

0 

2,571    4    1 


(Signed)  Geo.  Mackinnon,  Colonel  and  President. 

John  A  Bissbt,  Major,  Brigade-Major. 
M.  Dill,  Captain,  Royal  Engineers. 


End.  2  in  No.  11. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  11. 


Sir, 


Government  House,  Cape  Town, 
February  1,  1849. 

The  Report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Roads  m  British  Kafraria,  composed  of 
Colonel  Mackinnon,  Major  Bisset,  and  Captain  Dill,  is  most  satisfactory,  and  those  officers 
deserve  richly,  and  are  requested  to  receive,  my  unqualified  approbation  of  their  exertions  in 
the  construction  of  roads,  drifits,  water-courses,  and  a  bridge  in  jBritish  Kafraria,  thereby  &ci- 
litating  the  communication  throughout  the  district 

This  Board  will  continue  its  services  as  now  constituted,  and  will  draw  for  such  sums  as  will 
be  necessary  to  keep  in  good  repair  the  roads  so  ably  constructed  imder  the  direction  of  this 
Board. 

I  have,  &c.. 
Colonel  Mackinnon,  C.B.,  (Signed)  H.  6.  Smith. 

&e.       &c       See. 
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Despatches  from  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey, 
Secretary  of  State. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  RELA^nVE  TO  THE 


CAPK  OF  GOOD 
HOPE. 

Answered  Sept.  1 1» 
1848,  No.  158, 
page  28. 

•  Page  5. 

t  Vide  No.  163, 
August  3,  below. 


(Confidential.) 


No.  1. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart., 

G.C.B. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  June  6,  1848. 

In  a  passage  of  your  Despatch,  No.  51,*  of  23rd  March  last,  which  will  be 
answered  more  at  lengthf  when  it  has  been  made  the  subject  of  communication 
with  the  Treasury,  you  mention  the  removal  of  Kafir  youths  from  the  eastern 
frontier  of  the  colony,  to  be  apprenticed  to  the  inhabitants  of  distant  districts ;  and 
you  enclose  a  proclamation  of  January  27  last,  containing  certain  rules  made  by 
yourself,  for  the  furtherance  of  the  measure.  But  your  report  is  not  sufficiently 
full  to  enable  me  to  imderstand  under  what  legal  authority  this  is  done.  The 
mere  consent  of  youths  of  this  description,  or  of  their  chiefs,  and  those  who  assume 
to  be  their  protectors,  seems  a  precarious  foundation  of  any  right  to  bind  them 
as  servants  for  long  terms,  at  a  distance  from  their  homes.  And  the  instances 
to  which  you  allnde,  of  the  apprenticeship  of  liberated  Africans  do  not  appear 
in  point ;  because,  if  I  understand  your  reference  rightly,  it  is  to  a  class  of 
apprenticeships  regulated  by  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  treaties,  which  of  course 
give  the  necessary  authority.  I  observe,  moreover,  that  although  your  regu- 
lations seem  distinct  and  judicious  as  to  the  safeguards  with  which  you 
surround  the  contract  in  the  districts  in  which  the  youth  is  to  be  apprenticed, 
they  contain  no  provision  subjecting  his  removal  from  his  own  country  to  any 
supervision  or  control;  which,  if  the  measure  is  intended  to  be  permanent,  and 
not  to  apply  merely  to  the  case  of  some  particular  youths  already  entrusted  to 
your  protection,  would  seem  to  be  necessary. 

2.  I  wish,  therefore,  for  more  information  as  to  the  particulai-s  of  your 
measure,  and  should  suggest  to  yourself  to  consider  whether  some  legislative 
provision  is  or  is  not  necessary  for  carrying  it  out,  I  am  the  more  anxious  to 
recommend  this  to  your  attention,  because  I  am  fully  disposed  to  agree  with 
you  in  believing  the  measure  itself  to  be  judicious  and  humane,  and  calculated 
to  benefit  both  colonists  and  borderers,  and  should,  therefore,  the  more  regret 
its  failure  through  any  unforseen  difficulties  of  a  legal  or  constitutional  kmd. 
And  I  have  made  this  a  confidential  Despatch,  from  the  desire  not  to  raise 
unnecessary  doubts  which  might  prejudice  its  efficiency. 

I  have,  &c.. 


Lieut-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


i(Signed) 


GREY. 


No.  2.  (No.  168.) 


No.  2. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smfth,  Bart., 

G.C.B. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  August  3,  1848. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Despatch  of  23rd  March 
♦  Page  5.  last,*  No.  51,  transmitting  a  schedule  of  various  appointments,  which  you  had 
made  with  a  view  to  exercise  some  magisterial  superintendence  over  the  country 
districts  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  pending  the  signification  of  Her  Majesty's 
pleasure  as  to  the  Ordinances  forwarded  in  your  Despatch  of  the  13th  March 
last.  No.  35,  together  with  copies  of  two  Proclamations  creating  twelve 
liew  Courts  of  Resident  Magistrates,  and  forming  into  five  divisions  for  matters 
connected  with  the  functions  of  the  Civil  Commissioners,  certain  portions  of  the 
colony  which  were  previously  attached  to  other  divisions, — and  copies  of  the 
Government  Notices  which  you  had  accordingly  issued,  relative  to  their 
appointments. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state,  that  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  the  necessity  of  the 
increased  expenditure,  which  will  be  incurred  by  carrying  into  effect  the  various 
objects  contemplated  in  your  Despatch,  inasmuch  as  the  purposes  of  such 
expenditure,  are  all  of  a  kind  very  material  to  the  improvement  of  the  colony. 
Although,  therefore,  the  whole  amount  of  the  additional  burden,  which  will  be 
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thereby  thrown  on  the  finances  of  the  colony,  is  very  considerable,  yet  my    ^*^^^Qpj^^^^ 
reliance  upon  your  continued  assurance,  that  it  can  be  provided  for  without  — 

diflBculty  from  colonial  resources,  and  my  confidence  in  your  judgment,  and  in 
the  desire  which  you  express  to  observe  the  strictest  economy  in  eflfecting  these 
improvements,  will  induce  me  to  ofier  no  objection  to  any  item  of  these  new 
charges,  which  the  legislature  of  the  Cape  may  be  willing  to  vote. 

Whenever  the  salaries  attached  to  the  several  appointments  comprised  in 
the  schedule  which  accompanies  your  Despatch,  shall  have  been  voted  by  the 
Council,  as  well  as  the  salaries  of  all  appointments  made  in  the  new  territories 
.  annexed  to  the  colony,  or  in  British  Kafraria,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 
furnish  me  with  a  schedule  of  the  names,  &c.,  of  the  functionaries  whose 
salaries  exceed  200/.  per  annum>  in  order  that  the  necessary  warrants  may  be 
prepared  and  transmitted  to  you  for  their  appointment. 

I  have,  &c., 

Lieut-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  8. 


(No.  190.)  No.  3. 

Copy- of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart., 

G.C.B. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  September  17,  1848, 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  13th  of  June  last,  No.  94,*  reporting        ♦  Page  is. 
the  measures  which  you  have  adopted  on  the  north  and  north-eastern  frontier 
of  the  colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  for  the  encouragement  of  industry 
and  the  preservation  of  peace  and  tranquillity. 

I  congratulate  you  upon  the  apparent  success  of  these  measures. 

You  report  the  Kafir  police  to  have  been  most  active  and  efficient  in  arresting 
the  predatory  habits  of  the  Kafirs,  and  I  therefore  approve  of  your  intention  to 
form  one  division  of  this  police  into  a  regular  corps,  upon  the  principle  of  the 
Cape  Rifle  Corps,  whenever  you  may  consider  the  proper  time  to  have  arrived 
for  such  a  measure. 

In  the  return  of  men,  women,  and  children  located  in  the  villages  of  the 
discharged  soldiers,  I  regret  to  observe  the  very  small  proportion  of  women  ; 
this  is  a  subject  that  deserves  your  attention,  and  I  should  wish  you  to  consider 
by  what  means  you  can  best  secure  a  greater  equality  of  the  sexes. 

I  have,  &c , 

Lieut-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  (Signed)  GREY. . 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  204.)  No.  4.  No.  4. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart., 

G.C.B- 

Sib,  Downing-street,  October  24,  1848. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  20th  July  last,  No.  105,  reporting 
the  arrangements  you  have  made  for  the  government  of  British  Kafraria,  and 
the  progress  in  the  formation  of  roads  and  in  the  civilization  of  the  inhabitants 
of  that  territory,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  expenses  attending  these 
measures. 

I  have  also  read  with  much  interest  the  report  which  you  directed  Colonel 
M ackinnon  to  prepare,  with  a  view  to  reconcile  the  conflicting  opinions  of  the 
missionaries  in  regard  to  the  best  mode  of  improving  the  moral  condition  of  the 
Kafirs ;  and  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  measures  which  you  propose  to 
adopt  are  judicious. 

I  have,  &c., 

Lieut-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c«  &c.  &c. 
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CAPB  OF  GOOD    (No.  214.)  No.  5. 

,7—  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart, 

G.C.B. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  November  8^  1848. 

•Fdige  25.  I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  29th  July  last,*  No.  128,  reporting 

the  terms  on  which  an  institution  of  Moravian  brethren,  together  with  several 
Hottentot  families,  had  been  permitted  to  settle  in  the  vicinity  of  die  Beka 
River  in  Kafraria ;  and  stating  that  you  had  authorized  the  temporary  grant  of 
an  allowance  at  the  rate  of  lOOl.  per  annum  to  the  Rev.  C.  L.  Teutsch,  as 
Moravian  minister  at  that  settlement. 

The  terms  of  this  arrangement  do  not  appear  to  me  to  be  objectionable,  and 
I  have  accordingly  to  coftvev  to  you  my  sanction  for  the  expense  already 
incurred,  and  for  continuing  the  payment  from  colonial  funds  of  the  allowance 
in  question,  provided  it  should  hereafter  be  found  necessary. 

I  have  &c. 
Lieut-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart,  (Signed)     '       GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  6.  (No.  259.)  No.  6. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Geey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart, 

G.C.B. 

Sir,  Downing*8treet,  January  30,  1849. 

I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  Queen  your  Despatch  of  the  29th* 
Page  26.        of  July  last.  No.  131,  enclosing  an  Ordinance,  No.  3,  of  1848,  passed  by  your- 
self with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  intituled,  "  An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Ordinance,  No.  49." 

I  have  received  the  Queen's  commands  to  acquaint  you  that  Her  Majesty  has 
been  pleased  to  confirm  and  allow  this  Ordinance. 

You  will  communicate  Her  Majesty's  decision  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  by  a  proclamation,  to  be  published  in  the 
usual  and  most  authentic  manner. 

You  will,  of  course,  take  care  that  the  provisions  made  by  the  Ordinance 
No.  49,  of  1828,  for  superintending  and  controlling  the  removal  of  Kafirs  and 
other  natives  from  their  own  country,  are  duly  enforced,  and  for  this  purpose, 
it  would  seem  necessary  to  make  those  provisions  generally  known  throughout 
the  colony,  together  with  any  further  rules  and  regulations  which  you  may 
think  it  right  to  establish  in  pursuance  of  the  power  vested  in  you  for  that 
purpose  by  the  2nd  Clause  of  the  Ordinance  of  1 828. 

I  have,  &c., 

Lieut.-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  7.  (No.  299.)  No.  7. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart, 

G.C3. 

Sir,  ,Downing-street,  April  14,  1849. 

•  Page  35.  I  HAVE  laid  before  the  Queen  your  Despatch,  No.   16,*  of  the  12th 

January  last,  transmitting  Colonel  Mackinnon's  report  of  the  state  of  British 
Kafraria,  and  your  reply.  And  I  have  to  inform  you,  that  Her  Mijest^r 
has  commanded  me  to  express  to  you  her  satisfstction  at  the  account  which 
it  contains  of  the  improving  state  of  the  new  province,  and  her  full  ap- 
probation of  the  judicious  measures,  which,  under  your  directions,  Colonel 
Mackinnon  has  so  ably  carried  into  execution,  for  the  'establishment  of  peace 
and  good  order  within  its  limits — measures,  as  yet  forming  the  outlines  only  of 
a  system  which,  under  the  blessing  of  Providence,  appears  to  afford  a  fair 
promise  of  the  extension  of  dvilization  and  Christianity  among  the  hitherto 
barbarous  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  Africa. 
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2.  The  account  of  the  financial  condition  pf  the  district  is  highly  satisfactory,    ^^^\2pe^^^^^ 
and  the  available  revenue  cannot  be  better  applied  than  it  appears  to  have  been  — ' 

on  the  primary  object  of  improving  the  means  of  communication — the  essential 
preliminary  of  all  civilizing  eflForts. 

3.  With  respect  to  the  establishment  of  schools,  I  am  fully  aware,  in  common 
with  yourself  and  Colonel  M ackinnon,  that  this  must  necessarily  be  a  work  of 
time.  Yet  I  cannot  avoid  impressing  on  you  my  own  sense  of  the  great  im- 
portance of  this  portion  of  the  duties  of  Government  in  a  newly  acquired 
region,  and  among  imcivilized  inhabitants.  You  are,  I  make  no  doubt,  as 
thoroughly  persuaded  as  myself,  that  whatever  of  good  British  dominion  is 
destined  to  effect  in  this  portion  of  Africa,  must  be  mainly  derived  from  the 
care  and  instruction  of  the  rising  generation  of  its  people. 

4.  I  also  think  that  a  very  judicious  step  has  been  taken  in  countenancing 
and  supporting  the  exercise  of  their  customary  authority  by  the  chiefs,  so  far 
as  this  can  be  done  without  infringing  the  necessary  principles  of  civilized 
polity ;  and  thus  making  them  assist  in  the  Government  of  the  people,  and 
co-operate  in  the  advance  of  civilization. 

I  have,  &c., 
Lieut-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 
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Despatch. 


1848. 
81     May  22 


132    July   29 
145     Aug.  10 


146    Aug.  23 


147    Aug.  23 


151    Aug.  30 


SUBJECT. 


EMIGRANT  BOERS:— 

Effect  of  Manifesto  of  Her  Majesty's  Commissioner  (dated  28th 
March  1848) 

Mb.  PRETORIUS— DoubU  respecting  .... 

Proclamation  for  LEGALIZATION  OF  MARRIAGES  con- 
tracted beyond  the  Orange  River  enclosed    .         •         •         . 

MAGISTRATES  for  Winberg  and  Caledon— Their  Reception,  and 
Addresses  from  the  Inhabitants 

THE  CHIEF  PANDA  of  the  ZOOLAH  NATION:— 

His  intentions  ;  and  as  to  appointment  of  a  Resident  with  him    . 
Sir  H.  Smith's  Reply  to  Lieut.-Govemor  West's  representation 
as  to  inadequacy  of  Military  Force  at  Natal 

Interposition  with  that  Chief  in  fator  of  certain  Tribes-^Recent 
passage  of  his  Army  through  our,€'crritory— ^nestion  of. Inter- 
ference  

REVOLT  OF  THE  BOERS  reported,  by  Major  Warden,  British 

.  Resident     • 

Proclamations  for  Apprehension  of  Pretorius  and  William  Jacobs 

Military  Movements 

Correspondence  with  Lieut-Governor  West  thereon  % 

ORDINANCE  No.  4,  1848  :— 

For  rendering  legal  certain  Marriages  supposed  to  be  invalid 

REVOLT  OF  THE  BOERS:— 

Military  Movement  in  connection  with ;.  Governor  arrives  a^  Coles- 
berg    

Major  Warden,  the  British  Resident,  compelled  to  relinquish  the 
post  at  Bloem  Fontein — ^His  Report  enclosed 

Co-operation  of  the  friendly-disposed     .         •         •         •         . 

Continuation  of  Report  of  Military  Operations 
Passage  of  the  Orange  River        ••.... 
Efficacy  of  the  PONTOON  FLOATS  brought  from  Chatham    . 
Rebels  have  fallen  back  on  Winberg — their  excesses. 
Communications  with  the  Insurgents  enclosed 

The  Chiefs  j  JJj^^^^^t  }  ^^^^^^  '^^  ^«'  Alliance 
Government  Notice  and  Warning  to  the  Boers  enclosed     • 

MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL  for  the  half  year  ending  31  June,  1848, 
enclosed,    containing   Lieut.-Govemor    West's    Despatch    No.  1, 
17  Jan.,  1848,  and  refers  to— 

Proceedings  of  the  Klip  Farmers  in  carrying  off  Native  Children 
The  CHIEF  PANDA  soUctted  to  join  against  the  British  Govern- 
ment ........•• 

PRETORIUS  endeavours  to  induce  Native  Tribes  to  join  also     . 
The  EMIGRANT  BOERS  collect  in  numbers  on  the  frontier     . 

Lieut.-Govemor  West's  Despatch  No.  5,  24  Feb.,  1848,  refers  to — 
PROCEEDINGS  WITH  CHIEF  PANDA— Mr.  Toohey  re- 

ports  his  proceedings  in  representing  the  Government     • 
PRETORIUS  arrives— His  interview  with  the  Chief,  who  refuses 

to  co-operate  ..*...... 

LETTER  FROM  PRETORIUS,   26    Jan.,    1848,    detaiUng 

grievances    ......,•• 

Native  Reports  of  his  proceedings 

AGGRESSIONS  OF  THE  BOERS  on  the  Native  Tribes  of 

Langa,  Umsilikasi,  &c.    Their  Massacre  of  the  Natives  and 

CAPTURE  OF  THE  CHILDREN  FOR  SLAVES  . 
SLAVERY— The  Boers  traffic  with  the  Portuguese 

Report  of  ACTION  WITH  THE  BOERS  at  Bocm  Plaats       . 
Defeat  of  the  Rebels— Retum  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  &c. 
Govemment  Gazette  enclosed  containing  the  particulars  of  the 
Action  •.••••••• 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


BELATITE  TO 


THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  SETTLEMENT  OF  NATAL. 


NATAL. 

(No.  87,)  No.  1.  nTT. 

Extract    of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor    Sir  H.   G.  Smith,   G.C.B., 

to  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  dated  Government  House,  Cape  Town, 

May  22,  1848. 

{Received  July  28,  1848.)  Angered  Kyyfr.  5, 

*'  With  reference  to  my  letter  to  your  Lordship  of  the  30th*  March  last,  ^^^^'g^""'  '^^' 
transmitting  the  manifesto  addressed  to  the  emigrant  burghers,  1  have  now  ^^ 
the  honour  to  forward  copies  of  the  most  particular  of  a  number  of  communi- 
cations which  I  have  received,  marked  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  which  so  fully 
demonstrate  the  effect  which  that  document  has  produced  upon  these  people, 
that  no  comments  of  mine  are  required.  The  magistrates  for  the  divisions  of 
Winberg  and  Caledon  will,  ere  this,  have  arrived  at  their  destinations,  and  will 
have  been  received,  I  confidently  assert,  with  every  respect.  I  very  much 
regret  to  state  that  1  am  far  from  being  satisfied  with  the  course  pursued  by- 
Mr.  Pretorius,  from  whom,  after  my  frank  conduct  towards  him,  I  candidly 
admit  I  expected  assistance  in  establishing  a  government  I  am  however 
always  loth  to  impute  evil  to  any  man  without  the  most  indubitable  proof;  and 
as  I  have  written  to  himself,  I  await  his  own  statement  ere  I  condemn  him, 
which  I  very  probably  shall  have  reason  to  do,  and  which  I  will  do  if  necessary ; 
for  it  is  obvious  that  had  he  pursued  the  course  I  expected,  the  whole  of  the 
*  treking '  population  of  Natal  would  have  at  once  returned ;  but  he  has  never 
joined,  and  cannot  now  be  permitted  to  do  so,  the  Land  Commission  to  which  I 
appointed  him;  and  the  suspicious  burgher  has  consequently  kept  aloof. 
Whether  Mr.  Pretorius  has  thus  acted  for  the  purpose  of  retaining  his  influence 
among  his  countrymen,  rather  than  in  opposition  to  my  measures,  or  from  a 
positive  want  of  loyalty  to  Her  Majesty,  remains  to  be  proved.        ' 

"  A  legal  exposition  of  the  manifesto  made  by  the  Chief  Justice  when  on 
circuit  near  the  Orange  River,  has,  I  am  confidently  informed,  had  great  weight 
with  all  the  emigrant  farmers— and  thus,  as  I  ventured  to  predict  in  my 
Despatch  to  your  Lordship  of  the  3rd  f  of  February  last,  a  form  of  government 
conduces  to  order,  regularity,  and  consequent  happiness. 

"  My  next  accounts  from  Natal  will  be,  I  hope,  more  satisfactory  as  regards 
the  return  of  more  of  the  *  treking '  boers,  who  have  evidently  been  awaiting 
the  appearance  of  Pretorius. 

"  I  also  transmit  to  your  Lordship,  marked  No.  8,  a  Proclamation  which  I 
have  issued  for  the  legalization  of  marriages  contracted  beyond  the  Orange 
River.  The  subject  is  one  which  was  much  discussed  among  the  farmers  when 
I  was  with  them ;  and  one  which,  as  I  observe  by  your  Lordship's  Despatch 
to  me  of  the  24th  January,  1848,  had  been  brpught  to  your  previous  consi- 
deration." 

Enclosure  1  in  No.  1.  End.  I  in  No.  I. 

Extracts  of  Letters  from  Mr.  John  C.  Chasb,  Civil  Cpmmissioner  of  the 

District  of ''  Albert." 

Burghersdorp,  April  8,  1848. 

"  The  manifesto  was  read  at  a  meeting  of  about  64  of  the  townspeople,  of  course  in 
Dutch,  under  deep  and  niarked  attention  and  silence  ;  and  after  a  parting  commentary,  the 
meeting  separated,  with  three  cheers  for  Her  Majesty  and  the  Governor." 


*  See  paga  76,  Kafir  Papers,  tMresented  to  both  Houses  by  command,  July,  1848. 
t  Ditto  ditto,  page  59. 
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2        CORRESPONDENCE  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

NATAL.  Burghersdorfe,  April  18,  1848. 

""~  "  The  *  Nachtmaal/  or  sacramental  services,  which  commenced  here  last  Saturday, 

affording  a  favourable  opportunity,  by  the  large  assemblage  of  the  population,  for  a  more 
general  diffusion  of  the  views  and  intentions  of  Government  regarding  its  policy  across  the 
Orange  River,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Taylor,  the  mimster  of  the  Dutcn  Reformed  Church, 
officiating,  and  myself,  embraced  the  occasion  to  conrerse  with  many  of  the  visitants,  especially 
the  most  influential  and  intelligent,  and  explain  the  meaning  of  the  manifesto  and  previous 
proclamations.  The  former  gentleman  also,  at  the  close  of  the  ceremony  of  laying  the  corper 
stone  of  the  church,  addres^  the  multitude  collected  there  in  terms  both  feeling  and  firm, 
remindmg  them  of  the  duties  they  owed  to  themselves,  their  deluded  countrymen,  their  Sove- 
reign, and  their  God ;  and  conjured  them,  as  their  pastor  and  friend,  especially  such  as  had 
connexions  over  the  river,  at  once  to  use  their  best  endeavours  to  recal  them  to  a  sense  of  their 
folly  and  wickedness,  and  to  receive  with  deep  gratitude  the  boon  and  blessings  which  his 
Excellency's  Proclamations  had  conferred  upon  them. 

"  The  crowd  collected  on  this  occasion  could  not  have  mustered  less  than  700  persons, 
several  of  whom  were  from  beyond  the  Orange  River;  and  I  have  reason  to  know  that 
Mr.  Taylor's  address  had  a  most  salutary  impression  upon  it ;  for  besides  being  called  upon 
by  numbers  after  the  ceremony  for  copies  of  the  manifesto,  I  was  made  acquainted  with  th^ 
prevailing  sentiment ;  and  I  can  assure  his  Excellency  it  was  that  of  the  most  loyal  kind, 
mingled  with  deep  regret  at  the  blind  obstinacy  of  their  misguided  relatives  and  friends." 


End.  2  in  No.  1.  Enclosure  2  in  No.  1. 

Sir,  Caledon,  North  of  Orange  River,  April  15,  1848. 

Having  lately  received  a  package  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor's  Manifestos  and 
Proclamations,  we  held  yesterday  a  public  meeting,  which  was  largely  attended,  when  I  read 
and  explained  the  same,  distributing  to  many  sensible  and  influential  persons. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  I  am  convinced  it  has  been  of  infinite  service ;  no  document 
could  have  been  published  more  suitable  to  the  people  for  whom  it  was  intended,  than  the 
manifesto ;  it  has  in  our  part  alarmed  the  rebellious  and  wavering,  and  confirmed  the  well- 
disposed,  and  the  consequence  is,  a  public  meeting  is  called  for  next  week,  at  which  they 
propose  to  address  a  letter  of  thanks  to  Sir  H.  G.  Smith  for  his  lenity  and  excellent  measures, 
and  an  expression  of  their  loyalty  and  attachment  for  the  future.  They  are  highly  pleased 
with  the  appointment  of  Mr.  O'Reilly  as  their  future  magistrate. 

Another  meeting  is  also  appointed  for  Monday,  the  18th  April,  between  Orange  River  and 
Caledon,  for  the  purpose  of  reading  the  manifesto  and  proclamations. 

I  understand  the  rebels  have  prevented  the  two  ministers,  (Albertyn  and  Murray)  from 
proceeding  further  on  their  journey  than  Winberg. 

I  have,  &c, 
J.  C.  Chase,  Esq.,  (Signed)  H.  J.  Halse. 

Civil  Commissioner,  Albert. 


End.  3  in  No.  1.    (Translation.)  Enclosure  3  in  No.  1. 

To  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-General  Sir  H.  G.  W.  Smith,  Bart,  &c.  &c.  &c.,  and 
Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner. 
Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  29th 
March  last,  with  its  enclosed  manifestoes  and  communications  addressed  to  Mr.  A.  Smith. 
I  have  delivered  the  letter  and  circulated  the  manifestoes  for  perusal;  and  as  Major  Warden 
has  caused  the  manifestos  to  be  distributed  with  much  expedition,  we  have  the  best  hope  that 
they  will  have  the  most  beneficial  effect. 

I  can  assure  your  Excellency  that  many  hundreds  of  inhabitants  of  this  country  are  heartily 
glad  of  your  Excellency's  measures,  as  contained  in  the  Proclamations  of  the  3rd  February 
and  8th  March  last,  and  are  lavish  in  the  expres^on  of  their  praise  of,  and  thanks  to,  your 
Excellency ;  but  they  dare  not  declare  themselves  openly,  for  fear  of  the  evil  and  warlike 
disposed. 

Lately  a  manifesto  was  sent  by  William  Jacobs  to  Major  Warden,  addressed  to  your 
Excellency,  signed  (as  is  said)  by  more  than  500  persons,  and  which  was  prepared  by 
A.  Pretorius  and  William  Jacobs  on  the  8th  February  last.  I  have  spoken  to  several  persons 
who  had  signed  that  document :  they  declared  they  had  signed  it  against  their  conviction,  and 
with  aversion,  but  were  obliged  so  to  do  on  account  of  the  numerous  evil  reports  which  were 
abroad.  It  is  thei^fore  unfortunate  that  there  is  no  one  in  this  part  of  the  country  in  an  ofiSdal 
capacity  to  do  something  for  the  general  cause — if  it  should  be  a  justice  of  the  peace  merely, 
who  might,  by  mild  measures,  reclaim  those  who  have  gone  astray,  for  a  private  person  dare 
not  do  anything  without  being  threatened  by  the  evil-disposed,  and  characterized  as  traitors  of 
their  country ;  but  they,  have  great  respect  for  any  one  who  is  appointed  by  the  Government. 

All  well-disposed  people  of  this  country  were  very  glad  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Biddulph 
as  Civil  Commissioner  and  magistrate  for  Winberg,  and  still  anxiously  look  forward  for  his 
arrival 

I  have,  Ac., 
Bloem  Hof,  near  Winberg,  (Signed)        G.  H.  Meter. 

14th  April,  1848. 
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Enclosure  4  in  No.  1.  NATAL.: 

Government  House,  Cape  Town,  May  15,  1848.         ^ncL  4  in  No.  I. 

With  reference  to  the  manifesto  issued  by  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner  on  the 
29th  of  Marchf  1848,  addressed  to  those  of  the  emigrant  burghers  who  had  been  represented 
to  his  Excellency  to  be  wavering  in  th^r  allegiance,  from  the  efforts  of  evil-disposed  persons 
engaged  in  perverting  and  misrepresenting  to  them  the  Proclamations  of  the  3rd  and  10th 
of  r  ebruary  and  8th  March,  his  Excellency  considers  it  an  act  of  justice  to  those  emigrants 
to  publish  the  following  extracts  and  documents  (from  amongst  several  others  of  the  same  scope 
and  tendency),  which,  while  they  have  afforded  him  the  highest  personal  satisfaction  as  proofs 
that  a  paternal  Government  is  appreciated  by  those  who,  from  unhappy  circumstances,  have 
been  so  Ions  left  to  struggle  for  themselves  in  the  midst  of  anarchy  and  confusion,  at  the  same 
time  completely  vindicate  the  characters  and  loyalty  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the 
emigrant  farmers  from  the  misrepresentations  of  interested  and  unprincipled  agitators. 

His  Excellency  has  heartfelt  gratification  in  now  publicly  relieving  the  burghers  as  a  body 
from  the  aspersions  attempted  to  be  cast  upon  them,  and  in  showing  that  the  trust  andco  n->  - 
fidence  frankly  and  unhesitatingly  reposed  in  them,  upon  their  own  assurances  to  himself 
in  person,  were  not  misplaced ;  and  thus  do  loyalty  and  the  true  feelings  of  a  Christian  triumph 
over  wicked  endeavours  to  mislead  good  men. 

By  conmiand  of  his  Excellency,  the  High  Commissioner, 

(Signed)         Richard  Sodthey,  Secretary. 


District  of  Caledon,  AprU  21,  1848. 

To  his  Excellency  Lieut.-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  Governor  of  the  Colony  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner  for  settling  the 
Affairs  in  the  Territory  on  the  N.  and  N.E.  boundary  of  the  Colony,  &c.  &c. 

We,  the  undersigned  emigrants,  residing  in  the  district  of  Caledon,  beg  leave  hereby  to 
present  to  your  Excellency  our  sincere  congratulation  on  your  safe  arrival  at  Cape  Town,  the 
seat  of  your  Government,  after  the  great  diflBculties  and  privations  which  your  Excellency  has 
endured  for  us.  We  also  beg  to  tender  to  your  Excellency  our  gratitude  for  the  wise  and  lenient 
measures  you  have  adopted,  whilst  we  are  obliged  to  confess  our  un worthiness. 

We  assure  your  Excellency  of  our  hearty  thankfulness,  and  our  unfeigned  allegiance  and 
attachment  to  Her  Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen. 

In  your  Excellency's  Proclamation  we  find  no  part  which,  in  our  opinion,  can  be  improved 
upon. 

That  a  merciful  Providence  may  long  spare  your  Excellency  to  reap  the  fruits  of  your  wise 
and  just  Government  is  the  prayer  of 

Your  Excellency's  most  humble  and  grateful  servants, 

(Signed  by  J.  T.  Snyman,  Commandant,  and  181  others, 
for  which  see  the  Dutch.) 


Enclosure  5  in  No.  1. 

Sir,  Nooit  Gedacht,  April  24,  1848. 

I  HAVE  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  lately  held  six  meetings  in  the  district  of  Caledon, 
by  order  of  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  reading  certain  proclamations,  and  to  ascertain  the 
feelings  of  the  people.  I  am  directed  by  about  200  persons  residing  in  this  district  to  acquaint 
you,  that  they  are  very  well  satisfied,  and  grateful  for  the  lenient  measures  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  they  will  henceforth  evince  imfeigned  allegiance  and  attachm^t  to  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen. 

And  those  who  have  been  among  jour  community,  let  you  know,  that  they  have  been  misled 
and  deceived,  and  totally  withdraw  Uiemselves  from  your  community. 

I  have,  &c», 
Mr.  A.  W.  J.  Pretorius,  (Signed)  Jacs.  Thbods.  Sntman. 

&c  &c. 


This  was  also  the  expression  of  all  in  this  part,  that  they  are  fully  convinced  that  the 
Grovernor,  H.  W.  Smith,  had  delivered  them  from  all  nations,  and  from  being  driven  away, 
or  taxes  put  upon  their  dwellings,  in  this  part  of  the  country  which  they  now  inhabit,  called 
Boven  Riet  River  and  Slik  Spruit,  and  a  branch  on  and  over  Caledon's  Kiver,  both,  notwith- 
standing to  the  Government,  never  to  meddle  with  the  community^  but  to  live  quiet  and 
peaceably  under  a  civilized  Government. 

This  was  the  expression  of  the  people  in  this  territory  made  to  me. 

I  remain,  &c., 
(Signed)  J.  T.  Snymait. 


BndL  5  in  No.  U 
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End.  6  in  No.  1.     Sir, 


Spits  Kop,  April  28,  1848. 

I  HAVE  to  inform  you  that,  since  I  last  wrote  to  you,  I  have  held  three  meetings,  and 
all  the  burghers  as  far  as  Lower  Riet  River,  and  thence  over  towards  the  Orange  River,  are 
all  of  one  mind,  further  to  confirm  their  adherence  to  the  Government  and  their  obedience  to 
the  laws,  as  our  Governor  has  been  so  merciful  as  to  release  us  from  oppression;  and  we  are 
grateful,  and  confide  in  his  fatherly  assistance,  as  we  are  already  convinced  of  his  fatherly  help. 
We  also  pray  for  our  Governor  that  he  may  continue  to  be  strengthened  in  wisdom  by  our 
God,  through  Jesus  Christ. 

Sir,  do  have  the  goodness  to  send  me  more  of  the  proclamations  of  the  8th  March,  and  also 
of  tlie  29th  March.  I  am  greatly  in  want  of  them,  so  pray  send  them  by  the  bearer.  And 
we  also  request  you  will  write  us  back  how  Mr.  Rex  found  matters  with  Pretorius  and  the 
people  in  that  part  of  the  country.  We  remain,  your  obedient  servants,  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  of  my  field-comet cy  and  all  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

Major  Warden,  Bloem  Fontein,  (Signed)  Jan  Hendk.  Cloete, 

&c.  &c.  Field-comet. 

(A  tru3  Travislation.) 
F.  Rex,  Sworn  Translator. 


£qc1.  7  in  No.  1. 


*  Out  of  500. 
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Enclosure  7  in  No.  1. 


Extracts  of  a  Letter  from  Major  Warden,  British  Resident  at  Bloem  Fontein,  to  His 
Excellency  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner,  dated 
Bloem  Fontein,  April  24,  1848. 

''The  emigrants  beyond  Mbdder  River,  in  larger  numbers,  now  appear  to  be  more  alive  to 
their  own  interests,  and  your  Excellency's  manifesto  has  done  much  towards  cooling  the  zeal 
of  the  turbulent  party  in  the  bad  cause  they  were  bent  upon." 

•'  1  learn  that  the  mehiorial  lately  forwarded  to  your  Excellency  by  Mr.  W.  Jacobs  con- 
tained the  names  of  71*  emigrants,  who  were  desirous  to  withdraw  their  signatures  immediately 
the  fraud  practised  on  them  by  Mr.  Pretorius  and  others  was  discovered,  but  the  memorial  was 
then  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Jacobs,  and  any  retraction  could  not  be  allowed." 

**  I  now  beg  to  convey  to  your  Excellency  my  firm  belief  that,  on  the  arrival  of  the  magis^ 
trates  for  Winberg  and  the  Caledon  River,  everything  will  go  on  well." 


Enclosure  8  in  No.  1. 
ProclamatioK 


By  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Henry  George  Wakelyn  Smith,  Baronet, 
Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Honourable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath,  Colonel 
of  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Rifle  Brigade,  Administrator  of  the  Government  of 
the  Settlement  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  South  Africa,  and  of  the  Territories  and 
Dependencies  thereof,  and  Ordinary,  and  Vice-Admiral  of  the  same ;  and  Her  Ma- 
jesty's High  Commissioner  for  the  settling  and  adjustment  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Territories  in  Southern  Africa,  adjacent  and  contiguous  to  the  Eastern  and  North- 
Eastern  Frontier  of  the  said  Colony,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Whereas  I  did,  by  a  Proclamation,  bearing  date  the  3rd  of  February,  1848,  issued 
by  me,  in  my  capacity  as  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner  for  settling  and  adjusting  the 
affairs  of  certain  territories  adjacent  to  the  colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  proclaim,  declare, 
and  make  known  the  Sovereignty  of  her  said  Majesty  over  certain  territories  north  of  the  Great 
Orange  River,  in  the  said  Proclamation  mentioned  and  described :  And  whereas,  at  various 
times  during  the  period  for  which  Her  Majesty's  emigrant  subjects  have  occupied  parts  or  por- 
tions of  the  said  territories,  many  marriages  have  taken  place  amongst  them,  which,  owing  to 
the  impossibility  of  obtaining  the  presence  or  aid  of  any  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  of  conforming 
to  divers  requirements  of  law,  have  not,  as  it  is  supposed,  been  solemnized  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  render  the  same  valid  and  effectual :  And  whereas  the  said  marriages  were  so  irregularly 
contracted  by  reason  solely  of  the  necessity  under  which  the  parties  lay,  while  deprived  alike  of 
Teligious  teachers  and  of  regular  and  established  laws,  and  arose  from  no  want  of  due  reverence 
for  the  holy  ordinance  in  question,  or  for  the  spiritual  sanctions  with  which,  amongst  Christians, 
it  is  customarily  and  fitly  solemnized :  And  whereas,  taking  these  things  into  my  consideration, 
and  being  desirous  tocohfer  upon  Her  Majesty's  said  subjects  the  important  advantage  of  having 
their  children's  legitimacy  established,  and  their  said  marriages  legalized  for  all  purposes  of 
law,  I  have  determined  to  exercise  for  that  end  the  powers  and  authorities  in  me  vested :  Now 
therefore,  1  do,  as  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  hereby  proclaim,  declare, 
and  make  known  the  several  following  provisions  and  regulations,  touching  and  concerning  the 
marriages  aforesaid ;  that  is  to  say — 

1st  The  British  resident  in  the  territories  aforesaid  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
frame  and  preserve  a  general  ne^ster  of  all  such  marriages  as  shall,  under  any  of  the  provisions 
hereinafter  contained,  be  transmitted  or  reported  to  him  for  registration. 

2ud.  Such  general  register  shall  set  forth  or  show  the  names  and  residence  of  the  husband 
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and  of  the  wife;  their  respective  ages  and  condition  in  life;  the  date  of  the  marriage,  and  NATAL. 

any  other  particulars  which  the  said  British  resident  may  be  instructed  by  the  High  Commis-  

sioner  to  record. 

3rd.  Every  couple  (except  as  hereinafter  excepted)  united  together  within  the  said  territories 
as  man  and  wife,  in  the  presence  of  witnesses,  by  any  form  of  words  expressive  of  their  mutual 
and  solemn  consent  to  become  and  be,  then  and  there,  and  from  thenceforth,  married  people, 
married  together,  may  have  their  said  marriage  registered.  But  no  marriage,  or  pretended 
marriage,  shall  be  registered,  in  which  the  parties  are  connected  with  each  other  by  consan- 
guinity or  affinity  in  such  a  degree  that  tlie  Governor  of  the  colony  of  the  Cape  could  not  by 
law  have  granted  to  them,  if  resident  in  the  said  colony,  a  valid  dispensation  or  authority  to 
marry,  and  that  no  valid  marriage  could,  by  the  laws  of  the  said  colony,  be  therein  solemnized 
between  them,  if  domiciled  in  the  said  colony ;  and  if  any  marriage,  or  pretended  marriage 
hereby  declared  incapable  of  registration,  shall  yet  be  registered,  such  registration  shall  have 
or  possess  no  force  or  eflFect.  But  no  ground  of  objection  arising  from  consanguinity  or  affinity 
which  could  in  the  said  colony  have  been  dispensed  with,  by  the  authority  of  the  said  Governor, 
shall  prevent  registration,  or  its  consequences,  as  hereinafter  declared. 

4th.  Whenever  any  two  spouses,  married  as  aforesaid,  shall  together  come  before  the  British 
resident,  or  any  magistrate  resident  in  the  said  territories,  and  shall  declare  the  fact  of  such 
marriage,  the  resident  or  magistrate  (as  the  case  may  be)  shall  ascertain  and  record  in  writing 
the  names  of  the  said  spouses.,  their  residence,  the  date  and  place  of  their  said  marriage,  and 
their  respective  conditions  in  life  at  the  time  of  such  marriage,  whether  they  were  previously 
married  or  not ;  and  such  record  shall  be  signed  or  acknowledged  by  the  said  spouses  in  pre- 
sence of  the  resident  or  magistrate.  When  any  doubt  shall  appear  to  rest  upon  the  fact  or 
date  of  the  alleged  marriage,  the  resident  or  magistrate  may  call  for  the  certificate  in  writing, 
or  the  solemn  (feclaration  before  himself  of  such  credible  witness  or  witnesses  as  were  present  at 
or  cognizant  of  the  said  marriage ;  but  when  and  as  often  as  any  such  marriage  shall  have 
been  contracted  before  and  attested  by  any  person  or  persoas  recognized  at  the  time  amongst 
Her  Majesty's  emigrant  subjects,  as  holding  a  public  office  or  authority,  entitling  him  or  them 
to  attest  marriage,  any  such  attestation  or  a  copy  thereof  shall,  \ipon  the  identity  of  the  married 
people  being  ascertained,  be  conclusive  proof  of  the  fact  and  date  of  the  said  marriage. 

5th.  In  case  it  shall  be  inconvenient  for  both  spouses  to  repair  to  the  said  resident,  or  to  any 
magistrate,  the  latter  may  ascertain  from  the  husband  alone  the  circumstances  aforesaid,  and 
from  them  prepare  the  record.  But  when  the  husband  shall  appear  alone  he  will  provide 
himself  with  a  written  certificate  or  statement,  signed  by  the  wife,  or  acknowledged  by  her  in 
the  presence  of  two  neighbours,  who  shall  witness  the  same,  in  which  certificate  or  statement 
the  wife  shall  set  forth  the  date  of  the  marriage  between  herself  and  her  husband.  And  this 
certificate  or  statement  shall  be  preserved,  together  with  the  record  signed  by  the  husband.  In 
case  of  any  doubt  as  to  the  fact  or  date  of  the  marriage,  the  resident  or  magistrate  shall  pro- 
ceed as  before  in  order  to  remove  the  same. 

6th.  Should  either  of  the  spouses  have  departed  this  life  since  contracting  any  such  marriage 
as  aforesaid,  leaving  the  other  of  them  still  surviving,  such  survivor  may  appear  before  the 
British  resident  or  any  magistrate  as  aforesaid,  and  thereupon  the  record  shall  be  prepared  as 
if  both  spouses  were  living  and  present,  except  that  the  signature  of  the  survivor  alone  shall  be 
sufficient,  and  that  the  record  shall  set  forth  the  death  of  the  deceased.  In  every  such  case, 
moreover,  the  resident  or  magistrate  shall  require  clear  evidence,  whether  oral  or  by  certificate 
or  affidavit,  as  he  shall  judge  necessary,  of  the  fact  and  date  of  the  marriage,  and  shall,  when  it 
is  practicable,  ascertain  that  the  relatives  or  friends  of  the  deceased  concur  in  recognizing  the 
said  marriage. 

7th.  Should  it  happen,  in  any  instance  in  which  any  such  marriage  shall  have  been  contracted 
before  and  attested  by  any  such  persons  in  office  or  authority  as  are  hereinbefore  referred  to, 
that  either  of  the  spouses  shall  refuse  to  join  the  other  of  them  in  obtaining  the  registration  of 
the  said  marriage,  then  the  spouse  desiring  such  registration  shall  be  at  liberty  to  appear  before 
the  resident  or  magistrate,  who  shall,  upon  proof  of  such  refusal  and  production  of  such  attesta- 
tion as  aforesaid,  or  an  authentic  copy  thereof,  and  upon  such  further  inquiry  or  proof,  if  any, 
as  the  said  resident  or  magistrate  shall  judge  necessary,  prepare  the  necessary  record,  to  which 
the  signature  of  the  spouse  applying  shall  be  sufficient,  and  which  shall  set  forth  the  refusal  of 
the  other  spouse. 

8th.  It  shall  not  be  any  ground  for  refusing  to  prepare  a  record  of,  or  to  register  any  mar- 
riage, that  both  or  either  of  the  parties  to  the  same,  at  the  time  of  contracting  the  same,  were 
under  age. 

9th.  When  and  as  often  as  any  such  magistrate  as  aforesaid  shall  have  prepared  any  such 
record  as  aforesaid,  he  shall,  with  all  convenient  speedy  transmit  the  same,  with  all  other 
writings  or  papers  connected  therewith,  to  the  British  resident,  who  shall  register  every  such 
marriage ;  and  in  all  cases  in  which  the  necessary  records  shall  be  prepared  by  such  resident 
himself,  he  shall  from  or  by  means  of  them  register  the  marriage  therein  mentioned. 

10th.  Every  such  marriage  as  aforesaid,  when  registered  by  the  British  resident,  shall,  from 
and  after  such  registration,  be  a  marriage  as  lawful  for  all  objects  and  purposes  as  a  lawful 
marriage  within  the  colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  shall  for  all  purposes  and  objects 
of  a  civil  nature  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  been  a  lawful  marriage  from  and  after  the  date 
of  the  contracting  of  the  same;  but  whether  the  same  shall,  from  the  date  last  mentioned,  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  have  been  a  lawful  marriage  for  the  purpose  of  a  prosecution  for  bigamy 
or  polygamy,  in  case  either  parly  shall  afterwards  during  the  life-time  of  the  other  party  have 
contracted  another  marriage,  shall  be  judged  of  and  determined  by  the  general  principles  of  law, 
and  independently  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Proclamation. 
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NATAU  1 1th.  And  whereas  some  ministers  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church'of  the  Cape  Colony,  ha^e 

heretofore  proceeded  to  the  said  territories  for  the  purpose  of  performing  therein,  as  generally 
as  circumstances  would  permit,  the  rites  and  services  of  religion ;  and  whereas  certam  of  the 
emigrant  subjects  aforesaid  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  married  by  such  ministers,  as  also 
by  me  oflSciating  minister  in  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  at  Pietermaritzburg,  in  the  district 
of  Natal;  and  whereas  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  in  all  cases  in  which  any  such  minister 
as  aforesaid  shall  have  solemnized  any  marriage  between  parties  who  had  previously  lived 
together  as  man  and  wife,  by  virtue  of  any  such  irregular  marriage  as  is  hereinbefore  mentioned, 
the  said  minister  has  recorded  as  well  the  fact  and  date  of  such  previous  marriage  as  the  mar- 
riage solemnized  by  himself;  and  whereas  it  is  fit  that  full  credit  be  given  to  all  matters  so 
vouched,  it  is  hereby  declaired  and  directed  that  the  British  resident  shall  receive  all  ori^al 
maiTiage  records  made  by  any  such  minister,  or  authentic  copies  thereof,  as  evidence  of  the 
facts  therein  contained,  and  shall  from  or  by  means  of  them  register  the  marriages  therein 
mentioned,  without  requiring  the  presence  of  either  spouse,  or  any  further  proof;  and  that 
from  and  after  such  registration  every  such  marriage  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  been  a 
lawful  marriage,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  from  the  date  of  the  solemnization  thereof  by 
such  minister,  and  to  have  been  for  all  purposes  of  a  civil  nature  a  lawful  marriage,  from  the 
date  mentioned  in  the  marriage  record  made  by  such  minister,  as  that  on  whicn  the  first  or 
previous  marriage  (if  any)  was  contracted.  But  if,  in  any  case,  the  fact  or  date  of  such  pre- 
vious marriage  snail  not  appear  in  or  by  such  marriage  record,  then  the  spouses  or  spouse 
desiring  the  registration  of  such  first  or  previous  marriage  shall  proceed  in  the  same  manner  as 
is  in  that  or  the  like  behalf  hereinbefore  provided ;  but  in  every  case  the  marriage  solemnized 
by  such  minister  shall,  after  the  registration  thereof,  be  deemed  to  be  a  lawful  marriage,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  from  the  date  of  such  solemnization. 

12tli.  And  whereas  it  is  necessary  to  make  temporary  provision  for  the  contracting  of  mar- 
riages within  the  territory  aforesaid,  pending  the  opening  of  churches  and  the  settlement  of 
fixed  ministers  within  the  same,  it  is  hereby  declared  and  directed  that  all  persons  who  shall 
hereafter  be  married  by  any  minister  belonging  to  the  Dutch  Refornied  Church  of  the  Cape 
Colony,  or  person  commissioned  by  the  same  to  solemnize  marriages  within  the  said  territories, 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  lawfully  married,  and  such  marriage  shall  be  registered  by 
the  British  resident  aforesaid,  from  or  by  means  of  the  marriage  records  of  such  minister  or 
person,  and  no  publication  of  banns  shall  be  necessary. 

13th.  If  it  shall  so  happen  that  any  person  desirous  to  marry  shall  be  unable  to  obtain  the 
services  of  a  minister,  from  whom  their  marriage  might  receive  the  solemn  and  beconciing  sanc- 
tions of  religion,  such  persons  may  apply  te,  and  come  before  the  said  British  resident,  or  to 
the  nearest  magistrate,  and  each  of  them  shall,  in  his  presence,  solemnly  declare  that  they  know 
of  no  impediment  to  their  marriage,  and  that  they  desire  him  to  witness  that  they  take  ead^ 
other  respectively  to  be  husband  and  wife ;  and  thereupon  a  record  of  the  said  marriage  shall 
be  prepared,  and  the  same  shall  be  duly  registered ;  and  every  such  marriage  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  as  valid  and  effectual,  and  of  the  same  force  and  obligation,  as  a  lawful  marriage  solem- 
nized within  the  Cape  colony. 

14th.  If  both  or  either  of  the  intended  spouses  be  under  age,  the  resident  or  magistrate  (as 
the  case  may  be)  shall,  before  permitting  the  marriage  (unless  in  the  case  of  a  widow  or  widower), 
require  proof  of  the  consent  of  the  parents  or  guardians,  unless  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to 
him  that  there  are  none  such  living,  or  that  they,  without  sufficient  reason,  refuse  consent,  or 
that,  owing  to  distance  or  other  causes,  such  consent  could  not  possibly,  or  without  much  incon- 
venience, be  obtained.  But  no  marriage,  once  permitted  and  recorded,  shall  be  impeached  upon 
the  ground  that  both  or  either  of  the  spouses,  being  under  age,  were  or  was  married  without 
consent  of  parents  or  guardians. 

15th.  A  certificate,  signed  by  tlie  British  resident,  or  officer  acting  as  such,  steting  the  regis* 
tered  particulars  of  any  marriage  registered  by  him  or  in  his  office,  in  pursuance  of  this  Procla* 
mation,  shall  be  good  evidence  of  such  marriage  before  all  courts  and  magistrates. 

And,  lastly,  I  do  hereby  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known,  that  while,  in  my  earnest  desire 
to  consult,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  the  interests  and  feelings  of  all  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the 
territories  aforesaid,  and  those  of  their  wives  asd  children,  I  have  determined  to  take  all  mea- 
sures necessary  for  establishing  their  marriages  aforesaid  beyond  dispute  or  controversy;  nothing 
in  this  Proclamation  contained  is  to  be  construed  so  as  to  render  invalid  any  marriage  contracted 
in  the  said  territories,  and  not  registered  under  this  Proclamation,  which  marriage  would  other- 
wise by  law  be  regarded  as  valid ; — it  being  my  wish  and  intention  not  now  to  decide  that  any 
sort  or  description  of  marriage  is  illegal,  but  to  furnish  an  easy  and  convenient  mode  by  which 
certain  marriages  now  supposed  to  he  illegal,  may  have  their  legaUty  placed  beyond  doubt. 

God  84VB  THE  Queen  ! 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  public  seal  of  the  settlement  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  this  17th  day  of  May,  1848. 

(Signed)         H.  G.  Smith. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency  the  High  Commissioner, 

RiCBARp  SouTHBY,  Secretary. 
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Enclosure  10  in  No.  1. 

Extract  from  the  "  Zuid  Afrikaan  "  Newspaper,  dated  Cape  Town,  May  22,  1848. 

The  course  adopted  by  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner,  with  reference  to  the 
emigrant  farmers,  has  been  crowned  with  singular  success.  That  ttiis  would  be  the  case  was 
our  firm  belief,  and  happy  indeed  are  we  now  to  find  those  predictions  realized,  and  those 
hopes  confirmed,  which  we  had  throughout  expressed  and  entertained. 

it  may  be,  and  is,  no  doubt,  a  source  of  vexation  and  chagrin  to  those  evil-disposed  persons 
amon^  the  emigrants,  who  are  ever  disposed  to  ignite  the  torch  of  discord,  if  not  of  rebellion, 
to  find  their  machinations  thus  confounded;  the  well  disposed,  on  the  contrary,  rejoice  at  the 
return  of  peace,  security,  and  good  government.  Long  enough  have  they  been  kept  in  leading 
strings  by  those  bold  characters,  with  whose  mandates  weakness  and  mutual  distrust  alone 
(K)mpelled  them  to  comply,  and  gladly  and  gratefully  do  they  hail  the  moment  which  enables 
them  to  return  to  their  duty — ^to  escape  from  tyranny  and  oppression — and  to  seek  shelter  and 
protection  under  the  paternal  wings  of  a  government  whose  sole  aim  is  to  make  them  happy 
and  contented.  : 

The  emigrants,  generally  speaking,  are  good  men,  possessed  of  true  Christian  feelings ;  but 
having  been  wronged  and  forced  to  abandon  the  land  of  their  birth,  it  was  but  natural  to 
conclude  that  they  would  be  open  to  the  overtures  of  unprincipled  men  who,  whilst  they  pre- 
tended to  espouse  their  cause,  incited  them  to  the  commission  of  those  foolish  acts  which  might 
have  ended  m  their  destruction. 

Even  latterly,  it  would  seem,  endeavours  were  being  made  to  give  an  erroneous  interpreta- 
tion to  the  acts  of  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner,  in  order  to  mislead  the  people,  and  to 
strengthen  disaffection.  But  we  rejoice  to  find  that  the  emigrants,  undeceived  by  tne  prompt 
and  prudent  measures  of  his  Excellency,  have  fully  retrieved  their  former  character ; — they 
have  been  thoroughly  convinced  of  their  wisdom  and  leniency,  and  hence  vow  unfeigned 
allegiance  and  attauchment  to  Her  Majesty. 

Henceforth  a  better  state  of  things  may  therefore  be  anticipated.  Religion  and  morality 
will  make  rapid  strides — diurches  and  schools  and  civil  institutions  will  succeed  each  other, 
and  diffuse  knowledge  and  the  blessings  enjoyed  by  civilized  society.  Every  privilege  claimed 
by  the  citizens  in  the  parent  state  will  be  conferred  on  men  who  were  but  lately  mere  wan- 
derers in  the  desert,  deprived  of  everything — exposed  to  everything — subject  to  the  whims  and 
controlled  by  the  will  of  the  most  desperate  characters. 

It  is  no  wonder  then  that  the  emigrants  should  invoke  Heaven's  best  blessings  on  the  head 
of  him  whose  sympathy,  compassion,  and  energy  brought  about  such  a  state  of  things.  Their 
affection  towards  him  will  receive  a  fresh  impulse  when  they  shall  learn  that  he  is  stui  engaged 
in  endeavours  to  ameliorate  their  condition.  By  a  proclamation  in  last  "  Gazette  "  instruc- 
tions have  been  given  to  the  British  resident  at  iBloem-fontein  to  register  all  marriages  which 
have  taken  place  in  the  country  inhabited  by  the  emigrants  without  the  spiritual  sanctions  with 
which,  amongst  Christians,  they  are  customarily  and  fitly  solemnized.  In  the  eye  of  the  law 
all  such  marriages  are  invalid,  but  lest  there  should  be  any  dispute  hereafter  about  their 
legality,  his  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  proclaim  that  all  marriages  registered  as 
desired  by  him  shall  be  good  and  lawful  marriages. 

Thus  has  another  stumbling  block  been  removed,  and  the  emigrants  convinced  that,  what- 
ever wicked  souls  may  say  to  the  contrary,  their  temporal  and  eternal  welfare  will  ever  form 
subjects  of  the  most  profound  consideration  in  the  mind  of  him  who  calls  himself  ^^  their 
friend."  If  then  they  value  friendship — they  will  show  it  by  lasting  gratitude,  by  proper 
conduct,  by  unfeigned  and  undivided  loyalty  and  attachment.  More  is  not  required — ^less 
cannot  be  accepted. 


KATAL. 

End.  10  in  No.  1 


(No.  94.)  No.   2.  No.  2. 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.B,  to 
Earl  Grey,  dated  Government  House,  Cape  Town,  June  13,  1848. 

*  1.  Extract  of  a  letter 

{Received  September  2,  1848.)  ^iSSZZ^^&J^ 

''  With  the  desire  to  keep  your  Lordship  in  full  possession  of  the  sue-  /^^tterftom mJ:,!^'*' 
sess  which  attends  the  measures  I  have  adopted  upon  the  northern  and  north-    ^tmaJ^^l^, 
eastern  frontier  of  this  colony,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit*  herewith,  copies  \f^^^j^^^^^^^ 
and  extracts  of  Reports  connected  therewith.*'  \ 5»«8ir a sw^ 

»•  respecting  erection  of 

ehoiches. 

6.  Retomof  themiliUry 
villaget. 

t  Enclosure*  Nos.  3,''4,  5, 
and  6,  are  printed  with 

Enclosure  1  in  No.  2.  iS^iiater" 

Extract  of  Letter  from  Major  Warden,  British  Resident,  North-Easteru  Frontier,  dated    p    ,  i  ;«  Nn  o 

May  27,  1848.  j:.nci.  i  mi^o.  z. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  Your  Excellency  that  I  left  Mr.  Biddulph  at  Winberg, 
on  the  23rd  instant.  This  officer  was  well  received  by  the  inhabitants  residing  in  that  vicinity ; 
the  16th  instant  was  the  day  named  for  our  reaching  Winberg,  and  it  was  the  intention  of  about 
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NATAL.  120  of  the  farmers  to  have  met  us  on  the  road,  but  their  plans  were  frustrated  by  the  very  in- 

clement  weather  and  impassable  state  of  the  rivers ;  a  party  however  of  25  farmers  were  deputed 

by  their  brethren  to  await  our  arrival,  and  these  expressed  their  loyalty  and  attachment  to 
the  British  Government,  and  joy  at  having  a  magistrate  at  Winberg. 

I  have  to  day  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Biddulph,  which  reports  that  all  goes  on  well. 


End.  2  in  No.  2. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  2. 


Sir,  Caledon  River,  May  5,  1848. 

We,  tRe  undersigned  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Caledon,  beg  to  offer  to  you  our 
sincere  congratulations  upon  your  appointment,  as  our  Civil  Commissioner  and  resident  magis- 
trate, and  your  safe  arrival  amongst  us. 

We  hail  the  appointment  of  an  officer  of  your  well  known  ability  and  justice,  the  tried  and 
valued  friend  of  the  farmers,  not  only  as  another  proof  of  the  wisdom  and  kindness  of  our 
excellent  Governor,  but  as  an  event  of  the  deepest  importance  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  district. 

We  trust  that  you  never  may  have  occasion  to  regret  your  appointment. 

We  would  beg  to  suggest  to  you,  in  the  proposed  site  for  the  magistracy  and  village,  that 
Quagga  Fontein,  now  occupied  by  a  French  Missionary,  as  an  agricultural  farm,  is  the  only 
really  eligible  farm  for  that  purpose. 

We  would  also  request  your  confirmation  of  our  appointment  of  our  esteemed  Commandant, 
Jacobus  J.  Snyman, 

In  conclusion  we  beg  to  assure  you  of  our  loyalty  to  our  Most  Gracious  Sovereign  the  Queen, 
and  as  in  duty  bound,  tender  to  you  our  services  in  any  manner  you  may  require,  for  the  public 
good. 

We  have,  &c. 

(Signed  by  135  inhabitants;  20  English,  115  Dutch.) 

James  O'Reilly,  Esq., 
Civil  Commissioner. 


No.  3.  (No.  100.) 


No.  3. 


Answered Se^\,  26.  ExTRAcT  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Govemor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  to 
1848,  No.  20,  p.  84.  j.^j.1  Qj^^Y,  dated  Government  House,  Cape  Town,  June  26,  1848. 

{Received  September  12,  1848.) 

May  9. 1848.  «*  WiTH  reference  to  my  Despatch  to  your  Lordship  of  the  6th  May  last, 

June  20,  :848.      I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  a  letter  dated  9th  May,  1848, 

addressed  to  me  by  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Natal,  and  of  my 

reply  thereto ;  which  I  submit  for  your  Lordship's  information,  and  I  trust, 

approval. 

"  My  opinion  as  to  the  Zoolah  Chief's  aggression  your  Lordship  will  observe, 
is  expressed  in  my  reply  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor." 


End.  1  in  No.  3. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  3. 


Sir,  Government  House,  Pieter  Maritzberg,  May  9,  1848. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  of  the  23rd  of  March  last.  No.  8,  I  have  the  honour 
to  transmit  enclosed  copy  of  the  reply  made  by  the  Chief  Panda  to  the  message  sent  by  me  on 
the  date  ('iSrd  March)  stated,  and  of  which  a  copy  was  enclosed. 

I  have  also  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Report  of  the  Diplomatic  Agent,  of  his  journey  to  the 
Klip  River  country,  for  the  purpose  of  warning  the  natives  that  they  might  be  required  to 
remove ;  and  of  inquiring  into  the  allegation,  that  the  Zoolah  army  had  crossed  our  boundary. 

From  this  Report  your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  that  allegation  appears  to  be  correct, 
indeed  it  was  admitted  by  some  of  Panda's  messengers^  who  were  sent  hither  with  those  1  had 
employed. 

As  these  people  were  not  charged  with  any  message  to  me,  I  satisfied  myself  with  informing 
them  that  I  would  expect  a  communication  I'rom  Panda  on  the  subject. 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive,  with  pleasure,  from  Mr.  Shepstone's  Report,  that  he  was  well 
satisfied  with  the  efficiency  of  the  detachment  of  the  native  police  which  accompanied  him,  and 
that  he  made  a  march  with  this  force  through  a  country  impervious  to  whed-carriages,  and 
consequently  without  any  additional  expense. 

I  have  felt  it  my  duty  from  time  to  time,  during  the  last  two  years,  urgently  to  represent 
the  inadequacy  of  our  military  force,  and  it  appears  by  Earl  Grey's  Despatches  of  the  4th 
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December,  1846,*  and  10th  December,  1847,1  as  well  as  by  a  Despatch  written  by  directioa  NATAL 

of  Sir  Henry  Pottioger  to  the  Secretary  of  this  Government,  on  the  1st  November,  1847, 

No.  107*  that,  independent  of  any  native  force  that  may  be  raised,  and  even  for  their  efficient 

control,  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  always  contemplated  the  increase  of  the  military  force 

here,  especially  in  cavalry,  as  soon  as  the  termination  of  hostilities  on  the  eastern  frontier  would 

permit  it. 

I  beg  to  solicit  your  Excellency's  attention  to  my  letter  on  this  subject,  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  dat^  5th  February,  1847,  No.  3,  and  to  state  that  the  necessity  for  the  proposed 
increase  of  military  does  not  appear  to  me  to  have  diminished  since  the  date  of  my  said 


I  have,  &c. 

His  Excellency  the  Administrator  of  the  Government,  (Signed)  M.  West. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  3.  End.  2  in  No. 

Sir,  Government  House,  Cape  Town,  June  20,  1848. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter.  No.  20,  Political,  of  the  9th  May  last. 
The  reply  made  by  the  Cliief  Panda  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  natural  one ;  were  the  subjects 
of  a  civilized  state  to  flee  in  bodies  from  the  laws  of  their  country,  their  rulers  would  be 
jealous,  and  germs  of  animosity  be  created  ;  this  reception,  therefore,  of  the  flying  subjects  of 
Panda,  requires,  as  it  appears  to  me,  the  exercise  of  great  delicacy  and  vast  discretion.  In 
a  previous  communication  you  considered  it  expedient  to  place  with  Panda  a  British  resident 
I  am  much  inclined  to  regard  such  a  procedure  as  judicious,  provided  a  discreet  and  com- 
petent person  can  be  found  for  the  purpose,  and  that  the  chief  is  not  only  willing,  but  rather 
desirous,  to  receive  him.  You  are  aware  that  Panda  is  opposed  to  any  mission ;  hence  it 
must  be  obvious,  that  to  place  a  resident  with  him  requires  great  tact  and  consideration.  If 
you  see  that  such  an  arrangement  can  be  affected,  I  would  readily  recommend  to  Earl  Grey 
that  the  resident  should  be  allowed  the  same  salary  as  those  in  British  Kafraria,  viz.  250/. 
a-year. 

Adverting  to  the  following  extract  of  your  letter  under  reply,  "  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  from 
time  to  time  during  the  last  two  years,  urgently  to  represent  the  inadequacy  of  our  military 
force,  and  it  appears  by  Earl  Grey's  Despatches  of  the  4th  December,  1846,  and  10th 
December,  1847,  as  well  as  by  a  Despatch  written,  by  direction  of  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  to 
the  Secretary  of  this  Government  on  tne  Ist  November,  1847,  No.  107,  that,  independent  of 
any  native  force  that  may  be  raised,  and  even  for  their  efficient  control.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  has  always  contemplated  the  increase  of  the  military  force  here,  especially  in 
cavalry,  as  soon  as  the  termination  of  hostilities  on  the  eastern  frontier  would  permit  it,"  I 
regret  to  be  opposed  in  opinion.  For  two  years  the  district  under  your  Government  has 
advanced  rather  than  receded  with  a  less  efficient  military  force  than  is  now  at  your  disposal ; 
and  in  your  letter  of  the  6th  October,  1847,  addressed  to  my  predecesfior,  you  are  so  confident 
in  your  own  strength,  that  you  state  that  you  ''  would  have  no  difficulty  in  collecting,  in  a  few 
days,  a  force  of  10,000  natives  residing  in  the  district,  armed  with  shield  and  assagai  in  the 
Zoolah  manner,"  and  that  it  is  "  probable  that  200  natives,  accustomed  to  the  use  of  fire- 
arms, could  also  be  found,"  with  wtiom  you  proposed  to  aid  Sir  Henry  Pottinger's  measures 
against  the  Chief  Sandilli.  Your  present  force  consists  of,  two  guns  horsed,  thirty  of  tjie 
Cape  corps,  fifty  of  the  45th  regiment  mounted,  with  the  remainder  of  the  45th  regiment,  a 
most  efficient  corps.  There  is  a  fort  at  D* Urban;  and  a  very  respectable  and  tenable  Place 
d'Annes  in  Fort  Napier,  which  could  be  maintained  by  the  levy  which  I  shall  now  propose, 
viz.,  a  corps  of  volunteers  at  Pieter  Maritzberg,  and  a  second  one  at  D' Urban,  which  could 
be  armed  without  difficulty,  as  there  are  upwards  of  600  muskets  in  store  at  Natal.  You  have 
a  corps  of  100  Kafir  police ;  and  I  also  recommend  that  the  whole  of  the  efficient  natives  be 
organized  into  bodies,  similar  to  the  Zoolah  armies  themselves. 

With  the  regular  troops,  and  by  energetically  carrying  out  the  measures  I  propose,  you 
may  venture  to  set  at  defiance  any  inroad  contemplated  by  the  chief  Panda ;  the  probability 
of  which,  however,  I  regard  rather  as  an  imputation  against  that  chief,  than  founded  upon  any 
reality.  If  he  be  treated  fairly,  his  interest  is  to  maintain  an  amicable  relationship;  but  if  he 
decidedly  meditate  a  contrary  course,  and  any  overt  act  on  his  part  give  you  just  cause  for  so  ^ 
doing,  send  emissaries  among  his  people,  and  induce  them  to  flee  from  the  tyranny,  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  his  subjects,  apparently  stamps  his  rule. 

The  desire  you  express  for  an  increase  of  force  can  have  reference  only  to  an  inroad  from 
the  chief  Panda;  for  depend  upon  it  the  Burghers  are  far  more  fearful  of  that  chief  than 
inclined  to  join  in  any  of  the  wild  projects  invention  has  attempted  to  dissiminate,  in  my  mind 
romantic  and  groundless. 

I  shall,  however,  submit  your  letter  with  this  reply  to  the  Secretary  of  State ;  but  I  cannot 
at  the  same  time  entertain  any  expectation  that  Earl  Grey  would  authorize  any  military 
addition  to  Natal ;  on  the  contrary,  such  is  the  present  state  of  Europe,  that  I  am  prepared  to 
make  further  reduction  in  the  troops  in  British  Kafraria,  and  to  hold  them  in  readiness  to 
obey  whatever  orders  I  may  receive. 

It  most  certainly  does,  as  I  have  anticipated,  give  me  grcftt  satisfaction  to  receive  so 
favourable  a  report  of  the  efficiency  of  the  Kafir  police.     This,  however,  only  meets  my 


*  Page  93,  Papers  relative  to  Natal,  presented  by  command,  July,  1848,  t  P>M?e  137,  ditto. 

c     . 

Digitized  by 


Google 


K) 


CORRESPONDENCE  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


NATAL. 


No.  4. 


Answered  Oct.  23* 

1648.  No.  199,  p.  86. 


Encl  1  in  No.  4. 


expectation,  and  affords  an  additional  proof  that  energetic  measures,  and  an  appeal  to  your 
own  resources,  will  ever  render  you  powerful  within  your  districts,  and  capable  of  repelltng 
encroachments  firom  without. 

I  haTe^  &c. 
His  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Goremor,  (Signed)  H.  G.  Smith. 

P.S.  I  have  omitted  in  the  body  of  this  letter  to  remark  that  a  smaU  work  tlu*own  up  at 
Bushman's  River  might  be  useful. 


(No.  104.) 
Copy  of  a 


My  Lord, 


No.  4. 

DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.B.  to 

Earl  Grey. 

# 

Government  House,  Cape  Town,  July  5,  1848. 
{Received^  September  26,  1848.) 

In  continuation  of  my  correspondence  with  his  honour  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Natal,  with  especial  reference  to  the  Chief  Panda,  I  have  the 
honour  herewith  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  copies  enclosed. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  H.  G.  SMITH. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


Euelosure  1  in  No.  4. 


Government  House,  Keter  Maritzberg, 
Sib,  May  19,  1848. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  enclosed,  for  your  Excellency's  information,  copies  of 
tvo  messages  just  received  from  the  tribes  in  whose  favour  I  recently  endeavoured  to  interfere 
with  the  Zoolah  chief. 

In  Panda's  reply  to  mv  messaffe^  forwarded  with  ray  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  vour  Excel* 
lency  will  observe  that  while  he  threatened  to  leave  the  tribe  of  Putile  ''  whitening/*  as  he  had 
sustained  injury  from  them*  he  engaged  to  leave  these  tribes,  against  whom  he  luid  nothing  to 
allege,  unmolested 

It  appears,  notwithstanding^  that  they  have  reason  to  apprehend  entire  destpuctlon*  unleas^ 
they  can  obtain  such  intervention  from  diis  district  as  will  secure  their  retreat  into  it. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  attach  much  importance  to  the  statements  of  these  people  that  Panda 
intends  to  attack  this  district,  but  I  must  beg  your  Excellency's  attention  to  the  fact  that  his 
army  has  lately  passed  through  a  part  of  our  territOfy>and  that  his  last  message  intimates  that 
be  would  not  hesitate  to  pursue  the  tribes  whom  he  avows  his  intention  to  destroy,  wherever 
thqr  may  go. 

On  a  former  reference  to  Sir  Pere^ine  Maitland,  his  Excellency  sent  me,  on  the  21st  Sep* 
tember,  1846,  the  following  extract  &om  a  Despatch  from  the  Secretary  of  State:—"  Under 
any  circumstances,  however,  I  trust  that  LieuU-Govemor  West  will  use  ms  best  endeavours  so 
to  shape  his  proceedings  as  to  avoid  having  recourse  to  hostilities  with  the  Zoolahs,  or  to  inter- 
ference with  the  Kafir  chief  Panda  and  his  subjects^  or  between  Panda  and  the  adjoining 
tribes;"  and  at  the  same  time  intimates,  through  the  secretaries  to  Government,  His  Excel* 
lency's  "  recommendation  to  abstain  from  any  armed  interference  beyond  the  district  of  NataL 
should  the  native  tribes  go  to  war  with  ea^h  other^  unless  the  safety  of  our  own  people  or 
territory  should  absolutely  demand  it." 

Though  I  admit  that  if  at  liberty  to  consult  my  personal  feeHngs  in  this  matter,  I  should  try 
to  secure  the  retreat  of  these  people  into  the  district,  I  shall»  under  the  instructions  I  have 
cited,  content  myself  with  reporting  the  circumstances  to  your  Excellency,  and  by  stating  that 
I  have  informed  the  messengers  that  I  cannot  send  any  force  across  ^  boundary.. 

I  shall  not  feel  myself  justified  in  holding  out  any  encouragement  to  these  people  to  enter 
the  district,  having  before  me  the  sentiments  of  Sir  Henry  Pottmger^  as  expressed  to  me  in  his 
Despatch  of  the  l5th  July,  1847,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract : — *'  My  convictioQ 
daily  becomes  stronger  that  it  is  desirable  to  check,  as  far  as  possible,  the  influx,  of  petty 
chiefs  and  their  tribes  into  Natal^  both  because  they  occupy  land  that  may  hereafter  be  turned 
to  better  accouat  for  European  settlers,  and»  more  particularly,  because  (mr  affording  protection 
to  such  refngees  seems  sura  to  involve  us  in  angry  and  unsadsfoctory  discussions  with  their 
paramount  chiefs,  over  whose  conduct  and  proceedings  we  can  hardly  be  said  to  hold  th& 
soaallest  conlroL  I  am.  sensible^  however,  how  extremely  diflScult  it  b  to  draw  the  proper  line 
in  the  case  of  such  applicatioa^  as  jeu  have  lately  had  to  decide  on»  and  I  state  the  above  imr 
pres^ons  more  for  your  Hoao«tr*s  consideration  than  guidance.  Copies  of  your  Despatch  and 
Its  enclosiures,  and  of  this  replv,.  will  be  transmitted  for  the  infonnation  uid  commaada  of  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  State." 

I  have^  &9^ 
His  Excellency  the  Governor^  (Signed)  M.  Wfisi. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
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Enclosure  2  io  No.  4-  NATAL. 

Statemekt  of  a  Messbngbr  sent  by  the  Chief  "  Langulabkle  "  to  hb  Honour  the  Kncl.  2  in  No.  4. 

Lieut. -Governor  of  Natal,  15th  May,  1848. 

Six  days  ago  I  left  '*  Langulabele/'  and  have  travelled  with  all  my  mi^ht  to  readi 
this  place.  My  chief  has  sent  me  to  report  that  he  found  himself  surrounded  at  daybreak  by 
a  Zoolah  army,  consisting  of  eight  divisions.  The  principal  part  of  this  army  crossed  into  thie 
district  of  NataU  and  succeeded  in  taking  him  by  surprise,  becauHe  it  traversed  territory  which 
he  did  not  expect  it  might  travel  over,  being  British  territory.  When  he  found  himself 
attacked,  he  determined  to  resist  to  the  last,  and  did  so.  The  result  was  that  he  slaved  a 
number  of  his  own  catde^  but  those  of  the  people  were  taken.  In  the  fighting  that  took  place 
only  four  of  my  chiefs  men  were  killed,  while  the  number  that  fell  on  the  Zoolah  side  was 
118  men.  This  arose  from  our  attacking  them  at  night,  when  they  fancied  themselves  secure, 
after  they  had  taken  the  cattle.  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  the  greatest  loss  was  inflicted  on 
them. 

I  am  ftirther  sent  because^  a  few  days  before  I  left,  four  messengers  from  Panda  arrived  at 
my  chiefs  Kraal.  They  said  they  were  sent  to  ^^  Langulabele**  to  give  him  notice  that  Panda 
would  revenge  himself  for  the  loss  inflicted  upon  his  army ;  that  he  would  destroy  him  and  hts 
tribe  utterly ;  that  he  must  plait  for  himself  a  rope  that  will  raise  him  from  the  earth  to  avoid 
his  vengeance,  but  that  so  long  as  he  remains  on  its  surface  he  cannot  avoid  it.  He  might 
think  of  assistance  from  the  "  Frogs"  (meaning  the  English),  but  that  this  hope  was  also  a 
vain  one^  as  he  would  find  to  his  cost. 

^^  Langulabele**. replied  that  he  had  done  nothing  to  provoke  the  attack  that  had  been  so 
treacherously  made  upon  him,  and  that  he  had  merely  defended  himself;  that  the  chief  of  the 
Zoolahs  did  not  know  how  to  conciliate  the  afiections  or  to  secure  the  confidence  of  his 
neighbours  or  his  subjects;  his  service  is  a  heavy  one.  *'  Langulabele*'  confessed  that  his  con* 
fidence  and  affections  all  leaned  towards  those  whom  Panda  calls  '^  Frogs,*'  and  said  he  knew 
this  was  die  cause  of  his  offience  towards  Panda.  He  said  that  he  shoukl  plait  no  rope ;  that 
he  should  die,  if  such  must  be,  possessed  of  these  feelings ;  that  his  destruction  will  come  upon 
him  on  account  of  his  respect  for  the  British  Government. 

The  messengers  left  saying,  **  Your  destruction  is  inevitable ;  your  rocks  and  caves  will  not 
save  you;  your  cattle  which  you  have  sent  away  for  safety  shall  become  the  inheritance  of 
those  to  whose  care  they  are  entrusted,  when  you  shall  be  no  more." 

My  chief  wishes  me  to  say  that  he  treated  these  messengers  with  respect,  and  allowed  them 
to  depart  in  peace.  He  is  fully  aware  that  Panda  hoped  he  would  have  acted  otherwise,  but 
he  would  not  give  him  cause  for  wlnt  he  may  do. 

He  now  begs  to  inform  the  Lieut-Governor  of  Natal  that  his  destruction  is  decreed ;  that 
he  has  had  formal  notice  of  it;  and  that  it  is  certain  unless  the  Grovernment,  for  whose  sake 
he  dies,  interferes  in  his  behalf.  He  has  done  nothing  to  offend  Panda  beyond  admiring  the 
justice  and  mercy  of  the  British  Government,  and  this  to  his  own  people  over  whom  he  was  • 
born  chief;  he  earnestly  prays  the  Lieut.- Governor  to  save  him,  as  no  other  power  can ;  he 
entreats  the  Lieut-Oovemor  will  allow  him  to  take  refuge  within  his  district,  and  that  he  will 
send  a  few  horsemen  to  aflbrd  him  a  safe  conduct.  He  hereby  tenders  himself,  his  tribe,  and 
his  all  to  the  British  Government ;  be  will  for  ever  serve  it  faithfully  and  cealouslj.  He  and 
his  women  and  children  are  living  in  caves  and  rocks,  and  these  are  but  a  frail  protectioa 
against  so  powerful  an  enemy,  whose  spies  already  fill  the  country,  and  to  whom  every  corner 
is  known«  Without  a  safe  conduct  of  a  few  men  his  moving  will  be  but  the  signal  of  bis 
destruction,  seeing  that  the  moment  he  leaves  his  fastnesses  it  wul  be  known. 

**  Langulabele  trusts  hirf  prayer  on  this  occasion  may  not  be  rejected ;  he  has  no  other 
hope  or  confidence  except  in  that  Government,  his  respect  for  which  has  brought  destruction 
upon  him. 

his 

(Signed)  "  Umgigimi.*'         X 

mark. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  4.  £ncl.  3  in  No.  4. 

Statement  of  the  Mbsssnobrs  sent  by  die  Chief  "  Magonondo*'  to  his  Honour  the  Lieut.- 

Govemor  of  Natal,  16th  May,  1848. 

We  are  sent  by  our  chief  to  thank  the  Lieut.-Govemor  for  the  message  he  promised  to 
send  to  Panda  on  his  behalf  and  that  of  his  tribe ;  whatever  Panda  mav  promise  he  will  not 
perform ;  he  destroyed  our  tribe,  telling  us  his  cause  of  quarrel  was  with  **  Potile,"  and  not 
with  us;  but  we  found  to  our  cost  that  he  was  merely  deceiving  us,  the  more  effectually  ti> 
destroy  us.  We  thank  the  Lieut.-Govemor  for  his  word  to  Panda,  and  hit  disposition  to 
assist  us.  Panda  intends  our  destruction,  and  he  will  not  perform  any  proaiiaes  he  nay  nake; 
Our  chief  and  tribe  earnestly  estreat  the  Lieut  .-Governor  of  Natal  to  assist  us,  by  pointing 
out  to  us  where  we  might  take  refuge. 

We  are  Uving  in  roc^s  and  caves,  and  our  women  and  children  are  dying  from  disease  and 
starvation,  and  we  have  no  hc^e  of  escape,  unless  the  Lieut.-Gk>vemor  assist  us.  These  are 
our  chiefs  and  people's  words,  which  they  have  sent  us  to  lay  before  the  Britkh  Government, 
the  only  hope  of  black  people. 

Our  chief  has  also  directed  us  to  warn  the  Lieut.-Grovemor  that  the  Zoolah  army  will  make 
an  attack  upon  the  tribes  witbm  the  district    This  information  has  been  brought  to  bim  by 
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NATAL,  some  of  his  own  people  who  were  living  in  the  service  of  the  Zoolahs,  and  others  who  had  been 

taken  prisoners  and  escaped,  who  further  stated,  that  messengers  had  been  sent  by  Panda  to 
return  with  those  of  the  Government,  in  order  to  procure  what  information  was  necessary ;  and 
that  Panda  had  given  an  order  to  his  people  on  this  side  to  reap  their  corn  and  store  it  forthwith 
to  prevent  its  plunder  by  the  army. 

Our  chief  and  his  people  believe  it  will  soon  come  to  pass,  and  therefore  give  the  Lieut- 
Governor  this  warning. 

hit 
(Signed)  Mantantana.        x 

mark. 


End.  4  in  No.  4,  Enclosure  4  in  No.  4. 

Message  of  the  Zoolah  Chief  Panda  to  his  Honour  the  Lieut,-Governor  of  Natal. 

*'  I  THANK  for  your  message ;  I  thank  for  the  notice  of  difference  between  us ;  we  shall 
differ  if  *  Futile'  is  placed  between  my  people  and  those  of  the  British  Government  I  have 
no  cause  of  complaint  against  *  Magonondo/  '  Langulabele/  and  *  Manglankampser  ;*  they  may 
re-occupy  their  country ;  but  with  *  Putile '  I  have  a  difference ;  he  killed  my  people  while 
sleeping  at  his  kraals.  My  great  men  have  only  gone  to  avenge  themselves  as  yet,  but  when 
I  go,  I  shall  leave  all '  whitening.' 

'*  I  wish  to  live  in  peace  with  the  British  Government,  and  to  follow  the  steps  of  my  brother, 
'  Chaka,'  in  this  respect" 


No.  5.  (No.  106.)  No.  5. 

Answered  Oct.  23,    ^^  ^^  ^  DESPATCH  from  Govemor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,to 
i848,No.202,*p.87.  Earl  Grey. 

Government  House,  Cape  Town,  July  26, 1848. 
My  Lord,  {Received  October  5,  1848. 

Although  happily  I  have  been  heretofore  enabled  to  report  how 
satisfactorily  the  measures  I  had  adopted  for  the  rule  of  the  emigrant  Boers 
beyond  the  Orange  River  had  progressed,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  state  to 
your  Lordship  that  this  progressive  system  has  been  interrupted  by  the  so- 
called  patriots  and  the  arch  agitator  Pretorius.  Scarcely  was  the  latter  in 
possession  of  the  current  of  events  in  Europe,  than  he  exerted  himself  to  the 
utmost  to  agitate  the  evil-disposed,  to  intimidate  the  imdecided,  and  to  over- 
whelm with  apprehension  the  loyal ;  stating  that  I  should  be  obliged  to  send 
home  all  the  troops  to  the  aid  of  England,  and  that  the  time  had  arrived  to 
proclaim  themselves  a  republic,  he,  himself,  being  of  course  the  First  Consul 

^Q*^'  On  the  22nd  instant  I  received  the  enclosed  Report,  marked  No.  I,  from  Major 

Warden,  the  British  resident  at  Bloem  Fontein ;  and  I  immediately  issued  the 

^^'2-  Proclamation,  marked  No.  2,  offering  lOOOZ.  reward  for  the  apprehension  of 

this  treacherous  rebel  Pretorius,  and  lOOOZ.  for  any  information  which  might 
lead  to  his  apprehension.  This  will  make  the  villain  aware  of  his  rebellious 
position,  and  in  a  divided  society  create  that  mutual  distrust  which  it  is  my 
object  to  establish.     I  have  besides  directed 

4  companies  of  the  Cape  Corps, 
2  guns, 

2  companies  45th  Reserve  Battalion, 
2  companies  91st  Reserve  Battalion, 
2  companies  Rifle  Brigade, 

To  march  from  the  eastern  frontier  on  Colesberg,  there  to  await  my  arrival. 
The  73rd  Regiment  was  in  the  act  of  moving  to  Cape  Town;  half  had 
embarked  in  Her  Majesty's  steamer  "  Dee  ;**  the  other  half  I  have  for  the 
moment  halted  in  British  Kafraria.  Two  companies  of  the  Cape  Mounted 
Rifles  and  one  gun  will  reach  Colesberg  on  the  29th  instant,  and  be  available 
to  reinforce  Major  Warden,  and  I  shall  arrive  at  Colesberg  on  the  7th  or  8th 
proximo.  I  could  not  sooner  procure  relays  of  horses;  and  the  troops  will  be 
in  readiness  to  cross  the  Orange  River,  if  I  find  it  requisite,  about  the  15th  of 
August 

This,  my  Lord,  sounds  very  warlike ;  but  I  apprehend  that  this  outbreak 
will  fall  of  itself  to  the  ground  so  soon  as  Pretorius  hears  of  his  own  value  in 
my  estimation,  and  of  my  approach  with  troops.  I  have  so  drawn  these  com- 
panies from  the  different  posts  in  Albany  and  British  Kafraria^  that  each  is 
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maintained  as  before;  and  the  expense,  which  ever  startles  the  general  in         natal. 

military  arrangements,  will  consist  only  in  some  extra  transport.    The  troops 

cost  the  same  wherever  they  may  be.    Economy  shall  be  truly  observed,  and 

the  insurgents  shall  be  made  to  pay,  for  the  well  affected  ought  to  have  rallied 

round  Major  Warden,  and  resisted  Pretorius's  threats  and  falehoods.     But  it  is 

a  most  extraordinary  fact  that  these  people  tremble  at  his  name,  and  obey  his 

call,  while  inwardly  groaning  under  what  they  deem  his  oppression.    It  shall 

very  soon  be  shown  whose  authority  is  paramount,  that  of  Her  Majesty  of 

England,  or  of  this  rebel. 

I  enclose  a  variety  of  documents,  marked  from  No.  3  to  No.  7,  to  show  the  Noi.  3to7.<' 
line  of  conduct  pursued  by  Pretorius ;  and  that  I  have  not  been  precipitate  in 
the  decided  step  I  have  taken  to  proclaim  him  a  rebel  and  endeavour  to 
apprehend  him.  My  personal  kindness  to  this  arch  agitator  could  not  be 
exceeded.  In  talking  over  his  imaginary  grievances,  when  I  met  him  on  the 
River  Tugela,  I  said,  "  ah !  admit  there  are  faults  on  both  sides,  we  are  taught 
"  to  forgive.*'  He  exclaimed,  the  tears  rolling  down  his  cheeks,  *'  if  your 
"  brother  offend  you  seventy  times  seven,  forgive  him."  Although  I  could 
perceive  to  what  his  ambition  tended,  from  that  moment  I  was  induced  to 
place  confidence  in  his  promises.  He  may  depend  upon  it  the  day  of  reckoning 
approaches :  but,  my  Lord,  although  I  write  to  show  that  I  entertain  a  just 
sense  of  my  imperative  duty,  your  Lordship  may  rest  assured  that  as  I  hate 
war,  or  any  appeal  to  arms,  so  shall  every  vigorous  act  of  mine  contribute  to 
its  legitimate  objects,  peace  and  tranquillity.  I  attach  no  great  importance  to 
this  outbreak,  which  I  well  know  will  vanish  at  my  approach. 

I  have  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Lieut.-Governor  of  Natal,  of  which  the 
enclosed  is  a  copy,  putting  him  on  his  guard ;  but  more  especially  for  the  No,  8. 

purpose  of  disseminating  the  Proclamation  for  the  apprehension  of  Pretorius. 

I  close  this  Despatch,  my  Lord,  by  again  assuring  you  that  this  outbreak 
is  of  little  moment,  and  will  be  immediately  at  an  end.  It  will,  moreover, 
enable  me  to  establish  rigid  in  lieu  of  conciliatory  measures,  until  a  society,  so 
long  unaccustomed  to  restraint,  can  rule  itself.  It  is,  in  fact,  probably  a  matter 
for  congratulation  that  it  has  occurred;  for  unless  these  turbulent  Boers  be 
brought  now  under  full  subjection  and  rule,  a  mass  of  white  barbarians  would 
be  engendered  on  our  northern  frontier,  who  hereafter  would  be  a  curse  to  the  . 
colony. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  H,  G.  SMITH. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 

P.S. — I  have  this  day,  27th  July,  received  some  additional  information  from 
"  Bloem  Fontein."  Pretorius  is  much  on  the  alert,  forcing,  by  intimidation, 
well-disposed  men  to  join  him.  To  show,  therefore,  the  power  I  possess,  I 
have  directed  the  head-quarters  and  right  wing  of  the  73rd  Regiment  not  to 
disembark  in  Table  Bay,  but  to  proceed  to  Natal,  after  landing  their  women 
and  heavy  baggage,  for  the  purpose  pointed  out  in  my  second  letter  to  the  No.  9. 

Lieut-Governor. 

I  have  also  issued  a  second  Proclamation,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose,  pro-  No.  lo. 

scribing  another  rebel. 

H.  G.  Smith. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  5.  End.  1  in  No.  5. 

Sir,  Bloem  Fontein,  7  o'clock  p.m.,  July  13,  1848. 

I  HWB,  within  the  last  hour  and  a-half,  been  stopped  within  six  miles  of  Bloem 
Fontein,  by  a  patrol  of  25  armed  boers.  Had  I  not  fortunately  had  12  Cape  Corps  men  with 
me  I  should  now  have  been  a  prisoner. 

I  was  employed  in  giving  out  land  certificates  between  Modder  River  and  Winberg,  when 
Mr.  Biddulph  joined  me,  and  reported  that  his  district  was  in  a  state  of  open  rebellion.  Early 
this  morning  a  messenger  reached  me  from  Winberg,  stating  that  Pretorius  had  entered  that 
village  with  500  men. 

I  heard  also  from  various  sources  that  patroles  were  moving  about  the  country  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Bloem  Fontein,  which  induced  me  to  send  there  for  a  party  of  12  men  to  escort 
me  back.  This  party  had  reached  me ;  and  having  recrossed  the  Modder  River,  I  was  riding 
a  couple  of  miles  a-head  of  my  party  and  waggons,  in  company  with  Mr.  Biddulph,  when  the 
above-mentioned  body  of  armed  boers  were  seen  galloping  across  the  country,  to  intercept  us 
at  the  drift  on  Rhinoster  Spruit.   We  galloped  back  to  the  Cape  Corps,  the  farmers  in  pursuit ; 
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IKATAL.  but  the  soldiers  showed  a  bold  front.     The  boers  called  out  not  to  fire;  that  they  wished  a 

parW.  On  advancinjg  towards  them  with  Mr.  Rex,  the  head  of  the  party,  Mr.  Andries 
Standers  produced  an  imperative  order,  in  Mr.  Pretorius's  hand-writing,  to  take  me  prisoner 
and  brin£  me  to  the  rebel  camp.  I  told  them,  ere  they  should  do  that»  I  and  my  party  would 
shed  the  last  drop  of  our  blood.  They  said  Pretorius*  wish  was,  that  I  should  come  to  his 
camp  and  see  witn  my  own  eyes  the  overwhelming  numbers  he  conunaaded,  as  be  imagined 
it  might  prevent  unnecessary  bloodshed*  I  pledged  my  word  that  Rex  should  be  at  Modder 
Kiver  in  two  days,  to  meet  Mr.  Pretorius,  ana  receive  any  communication  be  might  wish  to 
make  to  me.  I  should  be  wanting  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  add  that  the  whole  country  beyond 
Modder  River  seems  to  have  jomed  tnis  man.  Even  Mr.  Erwe,  whom  I  left  to-day  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  said  that  for  the  protection  of  his  family  he  must  succumb  to  so  overwhelniing 
a  force. 

I  have  sent  letters  to-day  to  Moahesh,  Moroko,  and  M<detsane,  reqnestmg  them  to  occupy 
the  upper  part  of  the  Modder  River ;  but  I  fear,  since  my  personal  rencontre  with  the  rebels^ 
that  me  native  force  will  be  prevented  reaching  that  point  I  am  i)ow  engaged  in  strengthen- 
ing my  position  at  Bloem  Fonteiu,  which  I  snail  do  my  best  to  hold ;  how  long  I  shall  be 
able  to  do  so  it  is  impossible  to  say.  Your  Excellency  being  aware  what  a  very  small  force  I 
have  to  depend  on,  while  that  of  the  rebels  hourly  increases. 

Mr.  Bain  has  volunteered  to  carry  this  letter  to  Colesberg,  and  will  start  at  midnight. 

I  have,  &c^ 
(Signed)  H«  D.  Warden,  British  Resident. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor^ 
&c.         &c.        &c 

I  send  a  duplicate  of  this  letter  to  Cdonel  Somenet,  to  give  thai  active  olber  tamely  notice 
of  my  position  here,  and  to  enable  him  to  prepare  an  adequate  force. 

H.  D.  W. 


End.  2  in  No.  5.  Enclosure  2  m  No.  5. 

Proclamation 

By  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Hemy  George  Wakehm  Smith,  Baronet, 
Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Honourable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath,  Colonel 
of  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Rifle  Brigade,  Governor  of  "the  Colony  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  in  South  Africa,  and  of  the  Territories  and  Dependencies  thereof,  and 
Ordinary  and  Vice-Admiral  of  the  same;  and  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner 
for  the  settling  and  adjustment  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Territories  in  Southern  Africa, 
adjacent  and  contiguous  to  the  Eastern  and  North^Uastem  Frontiers  of  the  said 
Colony,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Whereas  I  have  this  day  received  information  that  certain  subjects  of  Her  Majesty, 
resident  to  the  north  of  the  Great  Orange  River,  in  the  territories  over  which,  by  my  Procla- 
mation bearmg  date  the  3rd  of  February,  1848,  I  did  proclaim  and  declare  Her  Majesty's 
sovereignty,  are  in  open  rebellion  against  Her  Royal  authority ;  and  whereas  such  rebellion 
has  been  most  wantonly  and  wickedly  fostered  and  excited  by  one  Andreas  Wilhelmus  Jacobus 
Pretorius,  late  of  the  district  of  Natal,  who  has  thus  committed  the  crime  of  high  treason ;  and 
whereas,  pending  the  issue  of  the  other  measures  already  in  progress  for  the  swift  suppression 
of  the  said  rebellion,  it  is  6]q)edient  that  the  said  Andreas  Wilhelmus  Jacobus  Pretorius  diould^ 
if  possible,  be  secured  and  brought  to  punishment : — Now,  therefore,  I  do  hereby  proclsdm  and 
offer  a  reward  of  One  Thousand  Pounds  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  apprehend  the 
said  Andreas  Wilhelmus  Jacobus  Pretorius,  and  lodge  him  in  any  of  Her  Majesty's  prisons, 
or  with  any  officer  in  command  of  any  of  Her  Maies^*8  forces ; — and  further,  a  reward  of  One 
Thousand  Pounds  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  give  such  information  as  shall  lead  to 
the  apprehension  of  the  said  Andreas  Wilhelmus  Jaoobus  Pretorius. 

God  save  the  Queen  ! 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  public  seal  of  the  settlement  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
this  22nd  day  of  July,  1848. 

(Signed)  H.  G.  Smith. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  High  Commissioner, 
(Signed)  John  Montagu, 

Secretary  to  Government. 
Richard  Southey, 

Secretary  to  the  High  CommissiiHier. 


End.  3  in  No.  5.  Enclosure  3  in  No.  5. 

Statement  by  Mr.  Biddulph  in  explanation  of  the  annexed  Letter  from  Andreas  Pretorius 

to  Mr.  Thomas  Theron. 

About  eight  months  back  a  boer  of  the  name  of  Commering  (or  Combrink)  was  mur- 
dered by  a  party  of  Corannas  residing  in  his  neighbourhood.  It  is  said  they  were  instigated  to 
commit  the  murder  by  certain  boers  with  whom  he  was  at  enmity  on  account  of  his  acmerence 
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to  ihe  British  Government.     Some  investigation  took  place  at  the  time  ;  but  none  of  the  NATAL. 

parties  were  brought  to  justice.  Captain  Warden  took  steps  for  the  removal  of  the  natives 
from  that  locality ;  but  they  have,  since  his  Excellency's  proclamation,  been  invited  to  return  by 
John  Vermenlen,  and  to  live  upon  a  farm  of  his  adjoining  that  of  Mr.  Thomas  Theron,  who  is  a 
respectable  farmer^  and  lately  chosen  by  the  Church  Commission  an  elder  of  the  church  at 
Winberg.  Vermenlen  is  the  person  at  whose  place  the  public  meeting  was  held  two  days 
after  the  magistrate  arrived  at  Winberg,  and  one  of  the  number,  apprehended  by  Major 
Warden  some  time  back,  confined  in  Uolesberg  Prison,  and  afterwards  pardoned  by  his 
Excellency  Sir  P.  Maitland. 

About  a  fortnight  after  the  arrival  of  the  magistrate.  Acting  Field-comet  Greyling  and  several 
farmers  waited  upon  him  to  complain  that  Vermenlen  was  harbouring  for  evil  purposes  upon 
his  place  natives  of  all  tribes  to  the  number  of  200,  who  acknowledge  na  chief,  out  who  were, 
in  fact,  people  that  had  ran  away  from  Molitsani,  Sinkonyala,  Jan  Bloem,  and  other  chie6, 
and  that  Vermenlen  defied  the  power  of  the  magistrate  to  remove  them.  Whilst  the  magis- 
trate was  in  communication  with  the  chiefs  for  the  withdrawal  of  these  people,  two  of  Mr. 
Tbecon's  sons  suddenly  came  upon  six  of  them  in  the  act  of  committing  a  theft,  and  in  endea- 
vouring to  apprehend  them  took  from  them  a  gun  and  an  assagai  (the  shaft  of  which  was 
broken  in  the  struggle).  Next  day  a  complaint  was  lodged  with  the  magistrate  in  the  usual 
manner,  and  the  e;un  and  assagai  left  in  his  office.  The  Chief  Molitzam  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Damnas  were  at  Winberg,  and  in  conversation  with  the  magistrate  on  the  subject,  the  very  day 
the  Coranna  preferred  his  complaint  to  Pretorius,  which  he  no  doubt  did  at  the  instance  of 
Vermenlen,  as  he  was  seen  going  to  the  meeting  on  the  20th  in  company  with  15  armed 
Corannas. 

Infmiedialely  on  the  receipt  of  the  annexed  letter,  Mr.  Theron,  conceiving  his  life  in  danger, 
came  to  advise  with  the  magistrate^  and  it  was  thought  prudent  to  restore  the  gun  and  assagai 
to  their  owners. 

In  the  absence  of  direct  proof  of  Pretorius  being  at  the  meeting  on  the  20th  (which  the 
magistrate  may  not  be  able  to  procure),  this  letter  goes  to  show  that  he  was  at  Zand  River  on 
the  21  St,  and,  in  his  assumed  capacity  of  commandant-general,  held  what  he  presumes  to  call 
a  council  of  war  (virygs  road). 

That  the  letter  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  Pretorius  the  magistrate  has  abundant  proof,  should 
it  be  required. 

(Signetl)  T.  J.  BiDOULPH. 

Magistrate's  Oflice,  Winberg,  June  27,  1848. 


(Translation.)  Enclosure  4  in  No.  5.  ^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^  ^^ 

Sir  and  Friend,  Zand  River,  June  21,  1848. 

I  TAKB  the  liberty  to  infomai  you  that  to-day  certain  bushman  or  coloured  chief,  named 
Jonas,  came  to  complain  at  the  councU-of-war  that  you  took  from  him  a  gun  and  an  assagia. 
Sir,  I  advise  you,  under  the  present  circumstances,  to  give  back  his  property,  before  you  get 
the  same  fate  as  Commering. 

Regard  the  time  in  which  we  live.  ^ 

With  respect,  I  remain  your  Friend,  &c^ 
To  M.  Th.  Theron,  (Signed)  A-  W.  J.  Pretorius, 

Down  Springht  Coovm. -General. 


Enclosure  5  in  No.  5.  ,,    ,       .  End.  5  in  No.  5. 

Sir,  Maasstrom,  July  10,  1848. 

I  CONSIDBR  it  my  duty  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  enclosed  letter,,  dated.  Dis- 
trict Winberg,  June  20,  1848,  and  signed  A.  W.  J.  Pretorius,  Comm.-General,  which  was 
deUvered  to  nie  yesterdsgr  by  a  man  calling  himself  Lewis  van  der  Linde,  who  stated  that  he 
was  sent  with  it  express  by  certain  Louiv  Pretorius. 

Besides  tUa  mcme  of  imperative  duty,  I  deem  it  necessary  that  the  Government  should  be 
in  possession  of  so  clear  a  proof  of  the  pitiful  state  of  ignorance  into  which  the  emigrant 
farmers  are  sunk,  and  how  much  they  deserve  compassion  when  their  leader  can  be  the  dupe 
of  such  palpable  imposture. 

I  am  not  sujficiently  acquainted  with  Pretorius's  writing  to  be  certain  that  the  enclosed  is 
not  a  forgery,  but,  at  any  rate,  it  affords  a  melancholy  specimen  of  the  fruit  of  many  years' 
agitation,  deception,  and  mistake,  operating  upon  the  minds  of  rude  men,  whom  I  was  able      ^ 
more  than  once  to  designate  zs  the  best  disposed  and  easiest  managed  in  Her  Majesty's 
dominiois,  and  ibr  whom  I  cannot  help  feeling  the  deepest  conraiiseration. 

I  have,  &e., 
(Signed)  A.  Stockbnstrow. 

His  Exceffeney  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.B., 
Grovemor,  ftc; 
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NATAL.  Enclosure  6  in  No.  5. 

End.  6  in  No.  6.  District  Winberg,  June  20,  1848. 

The  Baronet  Sir  A.  Stockenstrom. 
Sir, 

To  ray  great  dissatisfaction  I  have  this  moment  received  a  communication  through 
the  Commandant,  L.  Preforius,  that  you  have  sent  a  post  to  me,  and  that  the  valuable  life  of 
the  bearer  has  been  taken  away,  and  their  h^ad  stunberg  and  horses  cast  into  the  Great 
River. 

Sir  Andreas,  I  am  continually  on  the  move,  and  had  called  a  public  meeting  on  the  ]  5th 
May,  and  I  had  the  people  on  the  move  from  Origstad  to  the  Great  River ;  but  by  evil-minded 
persons  a  hindrance  occurred,  and  now  it  is  postponed  until  we  hear  from  you.  I  have  been 
myself  to  Panda,  and  he  stood  ready  with  his  force  to  go  with  us,  and  sweep  Natal  clean.  All 
other  chiefs  who  are  still  living  with  the  British  are  with  us ;  Moshesh  and  Moroko  were  the 
last,  but  now  that  their  land  is  measured,  and  Panda  is  threatening  them,  they  are  also 
wavering,  and  if  they  do  not  soon  submit  to  us  I  will  set  Panda  upon  them.  I  hear  that  you 
have  made  a  contract  with  them,  and  that  the  same  has  also  been  lost,  for  which  I  am 
veiy  sorry. 

I  do  not  say  that  all  the  people  here  are  united  (of  one  mind)  ;  there  are  small  differences, 
but  a  very  large  body  has  again  chosen  me  as  Commandant-General.  Now,  if  they  remained 
faithful  to  me,  I  shall,  until  my  death,  do  everything  tor  their  liberty,  what,  by  the  help  of 
God,  I  have  in  my  power. 

I  should  have  sent  a  post  to  you  on  the  15th  May,  when  we  were  together,  and  I  have  now- 
come  here  to  see  how  things  are  going  on.  I  am  quite  ignorant  with  the  movements  over  the 
world,  and  found  your  unfortunate  tidings  (apparently  alluding  to  the  last  post),  by  which  I 
have  lost  much;  but  I  send  you  this,  and  hope  that  1  shall  soon  hear  from  you.  I  trust  that 
you  will  inform  me  whether  there  be  any  danger  that  other  powers  will  take  our  country,  if  we 
can  deliver  it  from  the  English. 

I  shall  also  declare  to  the  world  that  we  have  a  claim  to  the  Natal  territory.  As  soon  as 
we  have  done  here  we  shall  go  to  Natal.  Almost  all  the  boers  had  lef\  that  district ;  some 
had  returned  with  their  cattle  for  the  winter  ;  still  they  adhere  to  our  community. 

It  would  have  given  me  much  light  had  I  received  your  post.  The  emigrants  never  will 
submit ;  they  will  fight  or  move  further  off.  There  is  a  general  scarcity  of  powder  and  lead. 
Whatever  you  may  wish  to  send  to  me  you  must  forward  to  L.  Pretorius.  We  had  fixed  a 
move,  day  of  attack,  but  now  we  shall  wait  for  tidings  from  you,  and  keep  everything  in 
readiness. 

There  are  still  traitors  among  us ;  many  of  them  are  constantly  for  us ;  and  so  soon  as  I 
have  the  force  assembled  I  will  treat  the  others  as  traitors. 

We  have  done  nothing  yet  to  the  magistrates ;  when  we  commence  we  will  do  all.  The 
Commandant,  H.  Potgeiter,  is  with  a  few  people  far  from  us;  he  does  not  like  fighting.  I 
have  heard  from  L.  rretorius  that  you  have  sent  a  messenger  to  him  for  search  for  your  post, 
and  he  has  heard  the  news  from  him  that  you  are  on  the  move.  I  do  not  hope  that  there  was 
any  misunderstanding. 

You  can  rest  assured  that  no  Black  on  this  side  will  attack  a  White,  for  although  they  will 
not  all  go  with  us,  they  will  neither  go  with  the  British.  The  most  difiicult  work  here  is 
among  ourselves,  because  all  the  Africkanders  don't  see  what  we  see. 

I  have  been  to  Origstad  to  unite  the  people,  but  I  could  not  get  them  all  to  the  same  thing 
(mind),  but  when  they  shall  see  the  operations,  and  the  stream,  they  will  all^flow  into  it. 

I  have  tidings  from  Natal  that  the  English  Kafirs  are  suing  for  peace  with  us,  and  that  they 
also  withdraw  themselves  from  the  British. 

It  is  a  pity  you  could  not  have  brought  the  post  in  a  concealed  place ;  now  the  river  is  low, 
and  they  can  cross  it  anywhere. 

I  hope  that  you  will  receive  this  hasty  and  short  accoimt,  and  rest  assured  that  I  will  sacrifice 
my  life  for  liberty. 

I  have,  &c„ 
(Signed)  A.  W.  J.  Prktorius, 

Sir  A.  Stockenstrom,  Bart.  Commandant-General. 


End.  7  in  No.  5.  Enclosure  7  in  No.  5. 

SiB,  Government  House,  Cape  Town,  July  19,  1848. 

I  HAVE  this  day  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  transmitting 
me  one  from  A.  W.  J.  Pretorius;  and  I  beg  to  thank  you  individually  and  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  for  having  done  so.  As  you  so  justly  observe,  it  is  melancholy  to  see  really  good 
men  so  deluded.  Their  improving  condition,  I  admit,  is  next  to  my  heart,  as  I  hope  all  my 
acts  towards  them  have  demonstrated ;  and,  notwithstanding  Pretorius*s  opposition,  I  am  of 
opinion  order  advances  rapidly,  and  agitation  is  on  the  wane.  I  very  much  re^t  the  part 
Pretorius  has  taken^  after  the  manner  I  treated  him,  and  the  appointment  I  placed  him  in,  when 
he  might  have  done  his  friends  good ;  but  I  would  freely  forgive  him  were  he  to  wish  it. 

I  have,  &c.. 
Sir  A.  Stockenstrom,  Bart.,  (Signed)  H.  G.  Smith. 

&c.  &c. 
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Enclosure  8  in  No.  5.  NATAL. 

Sir,  Government  House,  Cape  Town,  July  24,  1848.         End.  8  m  No.  6. 

That  treacherous  rebel,  A.  J.  W.  Pretorius,  having  at  last  most  fully  developed  bis 
ambitious  designs,  and  heading  a  party  in  open  rebellion  north  of  the  Orange  River,  I  have 
the  honour  to  transmit  some  copies  of  a  Proclamation  I  have  issued,  offering  1000/.  reward  for 
his  apprehension,  and  which  I  request  you  would  cause  to  be  reprinted,  and  to  give  it  a  most 
general  circulation. 

A  force  is  now  en  route  on  Colesberg,  and  I  hope  to  cross  the  Orange  River  by  the  15th 

{>roximo,  and  most  speedily  and  effectually  to  put  down  this  revolt,  am  to  punish  the  ring- 
eaders.     In  the  meanwhile  I  request  you  would  organize  the  resources  under  your  controlj,  as 
pointed  out  in  my  letter  to  your  Honour  of  the  20th  June  last. 

I  have  transmitted  this  ^Despatch  by  a  man-of-war  in  order  to  put  you  on  your  guard,  and 
to  show  you  that  I  am  in  earnest  to  quell  this  revolt.  The  man-of-war  will  not  await  any 
reply,  H.M.  ships  being  averse  to  anchor  off  Natal. 

So  soon  as  I  have  crossed  the  Orange  River  with  the  troops,  I  shall  endeavour  to  commu- 
nicate with  you  by  the  Draakberg. 

I  have,  &c., 
His  Honour  the  Lieut.-Grovemor,                                            (Signed)  H.  G.  Smith. 

Natal.  

Enclosure  9  in  No.  5.  End  9  in  No.  5. 

Sir,  Government  House,  Cape  Town,  July  26,  1848. 

The  rebel  Pretorius  is  most  active  over  the  Orange  River.  I  have  therefore  the 
honour  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  sent  to  Natal,  as  a  temporary  re-inforcement  to  your  troops, 
the  head  quarters  and  right  wing  of  the  73rd  Regiment ;  a  detachment  of  soldiers  which  will 
so  add  to  your  force  as,  with  the  resources  at  your  disposal,  will  not  only  render  you  strong 
and  well  protected,  but  it  will  also  show  the  disaffected  boers  that  we  have  the  means  of 
coercion ;  and  hereafter,  as  I  may  move  towards  the  Draakberg  Mountains  from  the  Winberg 
side,  I  may  call  upon  you  to  make  a  demonstration  in  that  direction,  to  intercept  fugitives  and 
disaffected. 

I  send  a  duplicate  of  this  letter  to  the  officer  in  command  of  the  troops,  and  I  recommend 
you  and  him  to  march  from  D*Urban  the  detachment  45th  Regiment,  and  to  leave  the  73rd 
as  a  reserve  at  the  fort  at  D'Urban  until  I  settle  matters  on  the  northern  frontier,  when  I  shall 
immediately  order  to  Cape  Town  this  corps. 

1  herewith  enclose  additional  Proclamations,  proscribincr  William  Jacobs,  of  Winberg,  as 
act  and  part  in  the  rebellion,  which  I  pray  you  to  reprint  and  give  general  circulation. 

I  have,  &c.. 
His  Honour  the  Lieut.-Governor,  H.  G.  Smith. 

Natal.  

Enclosure  10  m  No.  5.  End.  10  in  No.  5 

Proclamation 

By  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Henry  George  Wakelyn  Smith,  Baronet, 
Baronet,  Knignt  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Honourable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath, 
Colonel  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Rifle  Brigade,  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  South  Africa,  and  of  the  Territories  and  Dependencies 
thereof,  and  Ordinary,  and  Vice- Admiral  of  the  same ;  and  Her  Majesty's  High 
Commissioner  for  the  settling  and  adjustment  of  the  affairs  of  the  Territories  in 
Southern  Africa,  adjacent  and  contiguous  to  the  Easteni  and  North  Eastern 
Frontier  of  the  said  Colony,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Whereas,  in  reference  to  the  rebellion  of  certain  subjects  of  Her  Majesty,  resident  to 
the  north  of  the  Great  Orange  River,  announced  in  my  Proclamation  of  the  22nd  instant,  it 
has  been  made  to  appear  to  me  that  one  Willem  Jacobs,  of  the  district  of  Winberg,  in  the 
territories  aforesaid,  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  misleading  the  ignorant,  and  terrifying  the 
timid,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  join  in  the  present  most  wanton  and  wicked  insurrection : 
And  whereas  the  said  Willem  Jacobs  has  thus  subjected  himself  to  a  charge  of  high  treason, 
and  it  is  expedient  that  he  should,  if  possible,  be  brought  to  punishment ; 

Now,  therefore,  I  do  hereby  proclaim  and  offer  a  reward  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds  to  any 

Srson  or  persons  who  shall  apprehend  the  said  Willem  Jacobs,  and  lodge  him  in  any  of  Her 
ajesty's  prisons,  or  with  any  oflBcer  in  command  of  any  of  Her  Majesty*s  forces ;  and  further, 
a  reward  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  give  such  information 
as  shall  lead  to  the  apprehension  of  the  said  Willem  Jacobs. 

God  savb  the  Qubbn  ! 

Givn  under  my  hand  and  the  public  seal  of  the  Settlement  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
this  27th  day  of  July,  1848. 

(Signed)  H.  G.  Smith. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  High  Commissioner, 
(Signed)  John  Montagu, 

Secretary  to  Government. 
Richard  Soutuet, 

Secretary  to  the  High  Commissioner. 
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(No.  132.)  No. «. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart,,  G.C.B.,  to 

EsaA  Grey. 


Answered  NoY,  17, 
1848,  No.  224,  p.  89. 


Gtovenimeat  House,  Cape  Town,  July  29,  1848. 
My  Lord,  (Received  October  24,  1848.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit,  for  the  gracious  allowance  of  Her  Majesty, 
Ord. No. 4. 1848,  the  accompanying  Ordinance,  No.  4,  of  1848,  "For  rendering  legal  certain 
Marriages  supposed  to  be  invalid ;"  enacted  by  me  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  tiiat  the  object  of  iMs  enactment  is  to  extend 
the  provisions  of  the  Proclamation  of  the  17th  of  May  last,  which  formed  an 
enclosure  to  my  Despatch,  No.  87,*  of  the  22nd  May,  1«48,  to  territories 
situated  within  the  colonial  boundary. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  H.  G.  SMITH. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


'^nd.  I  in  No.  6. 


Preamble. 


Proclamation  of 
May  17,  1848»  re- 
garding marriages, 
to  have,  within  this 
colony,  the  force  of 
law. 

Certificate  to  be 
evidence  of  any  such 
marriage,  as  in 
proclamation 
mentioned. 

Ordinance,  when  to 
commence. 


H.  G.  Smith. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.B. 


Ordinance  enacted  by  the  Govcmor  of  the  Colony  of  ther  Cape  of  Gh>od  Hope,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Cocmeil  thereof,  for  rendering  legal -certain  Marriages  supposed 
to  be  invalid. 

WuBRBAB  bis  £zc^ieaey  Sir  Haory  Geowe  Wakelyn  Smilli,  Baronet,  G.CB., 
&c.,  ^.,  &c.>  Her  M^est/s  High  Commisaioner  for  tbesettliog  and  adjustment  of  the  afiEurs  of 
the  territorie&of  Sauthem  Africa,  adjacent -and  contiffuaus  to  the  eastern  and  nortfa-eastem  frontier 
of  the  colony  of  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope,  did,  by  his  Proclamation,  bearing  date  the  17th  of 
May,  1848,  of  which  a  copy  is  set  forth  in  the  sdiedule  herewnto  annexed,  make  provision  for 
rendering  valid  and  effectual  certain  marriitges  or  reputed  marriages  in  the  said  Proclanaation 
descnibed  ;  and  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  marriages  so  legalized  by  the  said  High  Com- 
missioner in  and  for  the  certain  territories  in  the  said  Proclamation  mentioned  (being  part  and 
parcel  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions,  but  no  part  or  parcel  of  this  colony),  should  likewise  be 
rendered  valid  and  effectual  within  this  colony  :  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  the  Capex>f 
Good  Hope,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council  thereof,  that  all  and  sin- 
giilar  the  provisions  of  the  Proclamation  aforesaid,  and  hereunto  annexed, .  shall,  within  this 
colony,  have  the  force  and  effect  of  law,  and  that  the  registration  of  marriages  in  and  by  the 
said  Proclamation  provided  shall,  for  purposes  civil  or  criminal,  have  the  same  effect  and 
none  other,  within  this  colony,  which,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  said  Proclamation,  if  is 
declared  or  intended  to  have  within  the  territories  aforesaid. 

2.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  certificate  in  the  FSth  section  of  the  said  Proclamation  men- 
tioned shall  be  good  evidence  of  every  such  marriage  ^is  aforesaid,  before  all  courts  and  magis- 
trates in  this  colony. 

3.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  this  Ordinance  shall  commence  and  take  effect  irom  and  after 
the  promulgation  thereof. 


SCHEDULE. 
Proclamatiom. 


Whbreas  I  did,  by  a  Proclamation,  bearing  date  the  3rd  of  February,  1848,  issued  by  me,  in  my 
capacity  as  Her  Majesty's  Hi^h  Commissioner  for  settling  and  adjusting  the  affairs  of  certain  terri- 
tories adjacent  to  the  colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known  the 
Sovereignty  of  her  said  Majesty  over  certain  territories  north  of  the  Great  Orange  River,  in  the  said 
Proclamation  mentioned  and  described :  And  whereas,  at  various  times  during  the  period  for  which 
Her  Majesty's  emigrant  subjects  have  occnpied  parts  or  portions  of  the  said  territories,  many  mar- 
riafts  have  taken  place  amongst  then,  which,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  the  presence  or 
aid  of  any  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  of  conforming  to  divers  requirements  of  law,  have  not,  as  it  is 
supposed,  been  solemnized  in  such  a  maniier  as  to  render  the  same  valid  and  effectual :  And  whereas 
the  said  marriages  were  so  irregularly  contracted  by  reason  solely  of  the  jnecesaity  under  which  the 
paities  lay,  while  deprived  alike  of  religi4Ui8  teachers,  and  of  regular  and  established  laws,  and  arose 
from  no  want  of  due  reverence  for  the  Holy  Ordinance  in  question,  or  for  the  spiritual  sanctions  with 
which,  amongst  Christians,  it  is  customarily  and  fitly  solemnized :  And  whereas,  taking  these  things 
into  my  consideration,  and  being  desirous  to  confer  upon  Her  Majesty's  said  subjects  the  important 
advantage  of  having  their  children's  legitimacy -established,  and  their  said  marriages  legalized  for 
all  purposes  of  law,  I  have  determined  to  eiercise,  for  that  end,  the  powers  and  authorities  in  me 
vested :  Now,  therefore,  I  do,  as  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  hereby  proclaim, 
declare,  and  make  known,  the  several  following  provisions  and  regulations,  touching  and  concerning 
the  marriages  aforesaid ;  that  is  to  say — 

1st.  The  British  resident  in  the  territories  aforesaid  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  frame  and 
preserve  a  general  register  of  dl  such  marriages  as  shall,  under  any  of  the  piovisions  hereinafter  con- 
tained, be  transmitted  or  reported  to  htm  for  registration. 
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2&d.  Snch  general  register  shall  set  forlhr  or  skowtke  names  and  residenoe  of  the  husband  and  Ni&AlN. 

of  the  wife ;  their  respeeti  ve  ages  and  condition  in  life ;  the  date  of  the  marriage,  and  any  other  par*  """^ 

ticttiars  which  the  said  British  resident  may  be  iostjnicted  by  the  High  Commissioner  to  record. 

8rd.  Bvery  couple  (except  as  bereinafler  excefittd)  united  together  within  the  said  territories  as 
man  and  wife,  in  the  presence  of  witnesses,  bv  any  form  of  words  eipressiTe  of  their  mutual  and 
solemn  consent  to  become  and  be,  them  and  these,  and  from  thenceforth,  married  people,  married 
together,  may  have  their  said  marriage  registered.  Bui  no  marriage,  or  pretended  marriage,  shall  be 
registered,  in  whidi  the  parties  are  connected  with  each  other  by  coosaaguinicy  or  affinity  in  such  a. 
degree  that  the  Qovemor  of  the  colony  of  the  CSape  could  not  by  law  have  granted  to  them,  if  resident 
in  the  said  colony,  a  valid  dispensation  or  authority  to  marry,  and  that  no  valid  marriage  could,  by 
the  laws  of  the  sahi  colony,  be  therein  solemnised  between  them,  if  domiciled  in  the  said  colony ;  and 
if  any  marriage,  or  pretended  marriage,  hereby  declared  incapable  of  registration^  shall  yet  be  regis- 
tered, such  registvatioa  shall  have  or  possess  no  force  or  effisct.  But  no  ground  of  objection  arising 
from  eonaangiiinttf  or  affinity  which  could  in  the  said  colony  have  been  dispensed  with,  by  the 
attthority  of  the  said  Governor,  shall  prevent  registration,  or  ita  consequences,  aa  hereinafter  declared. 

4th.  Whenever  any  two  spouses,  married  as  aforesaid,  shall  togettier  come  before  the  British, 
resident,  or  any  magistrate  resident  in  the  said  territories,  and  shall  declare  the  fact  of  such  marriage,, 
the  resident  or  magistrate  (as  the  case  may  be)  shall  asceriain,  and  record  in  writing,  the  nsmes  of 
the  said  spouses,  their  residence,  the  date  and  plaee  of  their  said  marriage,  and  their  respective  con- 
ditions in  life  at  the  timex>f  sudt  marrisge,  whether  they  were  previously  married  or  not ;  and  such 
record  shall  be  signed  or  acknowledged  by  the  said  spouses,  in  presence  of  the  resident  or  magistrate. 
T¥ben  any  doubt  shall  appear  to  rest  npcm  the  fact  or  date  of  the  alleged  marriage,  the  resident  or 
msgistrate  may  call  for  the  certificate  in  writing,  or  the  solemn  declaration  before  himself  of  such 
credible  witness  or  witnesses  as  were  present  at,  or  cognizant  of,  the  said  marriage.  But  when,  and 
aroflen  as,  any  such  marriage  shall  have  been  contracted  before,  and  attested  by  any  person  or  per^ 
sons  recognised  at  the  time  amongst  Her  Miyesty's  emigrant  subjects,  as  holding  a  public  office*  or 
avthority,  entitling  him  or  them  to  attest  marriage,  any  such  attestation  or  a  copy  thereof  shall,  upon 
the  identity  of  the  married  people  being  ascertained,  be  conclusive  proof  of  the  fact  and  date  of  the 
said  marriage. 

5th.  In  case  it  shall  be  inconvenient  for  both  spouses  to  repair  to  the  said  resident,  or  to  any 
mngistnrte,  the  latter  may  ascertain  from  the  husband  alone  the  ciroumatances  aforesaid,  and  from 
them  prepare  the  record.  But  when  the  hudnuid  shall  appear  abne,  he  will  provide  himself  with  a 
written  certificate  or  statement,  signed  by  the. wife,  or  acknowledged  by  her  in  the  presence  of  two 
neighbours,  who  shall  witness  the  same,  in  which  certificate  or  statement  the  wife  shall  set  forth  the 
date  of  the  marriage  between  herself  and  her  husband.  And  this  certificate  or  statement  shall  be 
preserved,  together  with  the  record  signed  by  the  husband.  In  case  of  any  doubt  as  to  the  &ct  or 
date  of  the  marriage,  the  resident  or  magistrate  shall  proceed  as  before,  in  order  to  remove  the  same. 

6di.  Should  either  of  the  spouses  have  departed  this  life,  since  contracting  any  such  marriasre  as 
aforesaid,  leaving  the  other  of  them  still  surviving,  such  survivor  may  appear  before  the  British 
resident  or  any  magistrate  as  aforesaid,  and  thereupon  the  record  shall  be  prepared  as  if  both  spouses 
were  living  and  present ;  except  that  the  signature  of  the  survivor  alone  shall  be  sufficient,  and  that 
the  record  shall  set  forth  the  death  of  the  deceased.  In  every  such  case,  moreover,  the  resident  or 
magistrate  shall  require-dear  evidence,  whether  oral  or  by  certificate  or  affidavit,  aa  he  shall  judge 
necessary,  of  the  faet  and  date  of  the  marriage,  and  shall,  when  it  is  pmoticahle,  ascertain  that  the 
relatives  or  friends  of  the  deceased  concur  in  recognising  the  said  marriage. 

7th.  Should  it  happen  in  any  instance  in  which  any  such  marriage  shall  have  been  contracted  before, 
and  attested  by  any  such  persons  in  office  or  authority  as  are  hereinbefore  referred  to,  that  either  of  the 
spouses  shall  refuse  to  join  the  other  of  them  in  obtaining  the  reglstratton  of  the  said  marriage,  then 
the  spouse  desiring  such  registration  shall  be  at  liberty  to  appear  before  the  resident  or  magistrate, 
who  shall,  upon  proof  of  such  refusal,  and  production  of  such  attestation  as  aforesaid,  or  an  authentic 
copy  thereof,  and  upon  such  further  inquiry  or  proof,  if  any,  as  the  said  resident  or  msgifttrate  shall 
judge  necessary,  prepare  the  necessary  record,  to  which  the  signatnrerof  the  spouse  applying  shall  be 
sufficient,  and  which  shall  set  forth  the  refusal  of  the  other  sfmne. 

8th.  It  shall  not  he  any  ground  for  refusing  to  prepare  a  record  of,  or  to  register  any  marriage, 
that  both  or  either  of  the  parties  to  the  same,  at  the  time  of  contracting  the  same,  were  under  age. 

9th.  When,  and  as  of)en  as,  any  such  magistrate  as  aforesaid  shall  have  prepared  any  such  record 
as  aforesaid,  he  shall,  with  all  convenient  speed,  transmit  the  same,  with  all  other  writings  or  papen 
connected  therewith,  to  the  British  resident,  who  shall  register  every  such  marriage;  and  in  all  cases 
in  which  the  necessary  records  shall  be  prepared  by  such  resident  himself,  he  shall,  from  or  by  means 
of  them,  register  the  marriage  therein  mentionad. 

10th.  Every  such  marriage  as  aforesaid,  when  registered  by  the  British  resident,  shall,  from  and 
after  such  registraticm,  be  a  marriage  as  lawful  for  all  objects  and  purposes  as  a  lawful  manriage 
within  the  colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  shall  for  all  purposes  and  objects  of  a  civil  nature 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  been  a  lawful  marriage  from  and  after  the  date  of  the  contracting  of  the 
same;  but  whether  the  same  shall,  from  the  date  last  mentioned,  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  been 
a  lawful  marriage  for  the  purpose  of  a  prosecution  for  bigamy  or  polygamy,  in  case  either  party  shall 
afterwards,  during  the  life*time  of  the  other  party,  have  contracted  another  marriage,  shall  be  judged 
of  and  determined  by  the  general  principles  of  law,  and  independently  of  any  of  the  pravisious  of  this 
Proclamation. 

11th.  And  whereas  some  ministers  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  the  Cape  colony  have  hereto- 
fore proceeded  to  the  said  territories,,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  therein,  as  generally  as  circum— 
stances  would  permit,  the  rites  and  services  of  religion  :  And  whereas,  certain  of  the  emigrant  subjects 
afereiaid  have,  fram  time  to  time,  been  marmd  by  smdi  ministers,,  as  also,  by  the  officiating  minister 
in  the  Dutch  Reformed  Chureh  at  Pieter  Masitaberg^  in  the  distaict  of  "Natal :  And  whereas  thera  is 
reason  to  propose  that  in  all  cases  in  which  any  such  minister  as  aforesaid  shall  have  solemniaed  any 
nrarriage  between  parties  who  had  previously  lived  together  as  man  and  wife,  by  virtue  of  any  such  irre- 
gular marriage  as  is  hereinbefore  mentioned,  the  said  minister  has  recorded  as  well  the  fact  and  date-of 
sndi  previous  marriage  as  the  manriage  sokmnixed  by  himself:  And  whereas  it  is  fit  that  full  credit!  be 
given  to  all  mattere  so  vouched,  it  is  hereby  declared  and  directed  that  the  British  resident  shaU 
receive  all  original  marriage  records  made  by  any  such  minister,  or  authentic  copies  thereof,  as 
evidence  of  the  facta  therein  contained,  and  shall  from  or  by  means  of  them  register  the  marriages 
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NATAL.  therein  mentioned,  withoat  requiring  the  presence  of  either  spouse,  or  any  further  proof;  mud  that 

from  and  after  such  registration  every  such  marriage  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  been  alawfu 
marriage,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  from  the  date  of  the  solemnisation  thereof  by  such  minister,  and 
to  have  been  for  all  purposes  of  a  civil  nature  a  lawful  marriage,  from  the  date  mentioned  in  the 
marriage  record  made  by  such  minister,  as  that  on  which  the  6rst  or  previous  marriage  (if  any)  waa 
contracted.  But  if,  in  any  case,  the  fact  or  date  of  such  previous  marriage  ^all  not  appear  in  or  by 
such  marriage  record,  dien  the  spouses  or  spouse  desiring  the  registration  of  such  first  or  previooa 
marriage  »hall  proceed  in  the  same  manner  as  is  in  that  or  the  like  behalf  hereinbefore  provided ;  but 
in  every  case,  the  marriage  solemnized  by  such  minister  shall,  af^er  the  registration  thereof,  be 
deemed  to  be  a  lawful  marriage,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  from  the  date  of  such  solemnization. 

12th.  And  whereas  it  is  necessary  to  make  temporary  provision  for  the  contracting  of  marriages 
within  the  territory  aforesaid,  pending  the  opening  of  churches  and  the  settlement  of  fixed  ministers 
within  the  same,  it  is  hereby  declared  and  directed  that  all  persons  who  shall  hereafter  be  married  by 
any  minister  belonging  to  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  the  Cape  colony,  or  person  commissioned 
by  the  same  to  solemnize  marriages  within  the  said  territories,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  law- 
fully married ;  and  such  marriage  shall  be  registered  by  the  British  resident  aforesaid,  from  or  by 
means  of  the  marriage  records  of  such  minister  or  person,  and  no  publication  of  banns  shall  be 
necessary. 

13th.  If  it  shall  so  happen  that  any  persons  desirous  to  marry  shall  be  unable  to  obtain  the 
services  of  a  minister,  from  whom  their  marriage  might  receive  the  solemn  and  becoming  sanctionaof. 
religion,  such  persons  may  apply  to,  and  come  before,  the  said  British  resident,  or  to  the  nearest 
magistrate,  and  each  of  them  shall,  in  his  presence,  solemnly  declare  that  they  know  of  no  impedi- 
ment to  their  marriage,  and  that  they  desire  him  to  witness  that  they  take  each  other  respectively  to 
be  husband  and  urife ;  and  thereupon  a  record  of  the  said  marriage  shall  be  prepared,  and  the  same 
shall  be  duly  registered;  and  every  such  marriage  shall  be  deemed  to  be  as  valid  and  effectual,  and 
of  the  same  force  and  obligation  as  a  lawful  marriage  solemnized  within  the  Cape  colony. 

14th.  If  both  or  either  of  the  intended  spouse»be  under  age,  the  resident  or  magistrate  (as  the 
case  may  be)  shall,  before  permitting  the  marriage  (unless  in  the  case  of  a  widow  or  widower), 
require  proof  of  the  consent  of  the  parents  or  guardians,  unless  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  him  that 
there  are  none  such  living,  or  that  they,  without  sufficient  reason,  refuse  consent,  or  that,  owing  to 
distance  or  other  causes,  such  consent  could  not  possibly,  or  without  much  inconvenience,  be  obtained. 
But  no  marriage,  once  permitted  and  recorded,  shall  be  impeached  upon  Uie  g^und  that  both 
or  either  of  the  spouses,  being  under  age,  were  or  was  married  without  consent  of  parents  or 
guardians. 

15th.  A  certificate,  signed  by  the  British  resident,  or  officer  acting  as  such,  stating  the  registered 
particulars  of  any  marriage  registered  by  him  or  in  his  office,  in  pursuance  of  this  Proclamation,  shall 
be  good  evidence  of  such  marriage  before  all  courts  and  magistrates. 

And,  lastly,  I  do  hereby  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known,  that  while,  in  my  earnest  desire  to 
consult,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  the  interests  and  feelings  of  all  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  territories 
aforesaid,  and  those  of  their  wives  and  children,  I  have  determined  to  take  all  measures  necessary  for 
establishing  their  marriages  aforesaid  beyond  dispute  or  controversy ;  nothing  in  this  Proclamation 
contained  is  to  be  construed  so  as  to  render  invalid  any  marriage  contracted  in  the  said  territories, 
and  not  registered  under  this  Proclamation,  which  marriage  would  otherwise,  by  law,  be  regarded  aa 
valid ;  it  being  my  wish  and  intention  not  now  to  decide  that  any  sort  or  description  of  marriage  is 
illegal,  but  to  furnish  an  easy  and  convenient  mode  by  which  certain  marriages,  now  supposed  to'i>e 
illegal,  may  have  their  legality  placed  beyond  doubt 

God  savb  the  Quebn  ! 
Given  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  this  27th  day  of  June,  1848. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 

(Signed)  John  Montagu,  Secretary  to  Government. 

By  order  of  the  Legislative  Council, 

(Signed)         William  Hope,  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council. 


No.  7.  (No.  146.) 


No.  7. 


Answered  Dec.  27, 
1848,  No.  240,  p.  90. 
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G.  Smith,  Bart,  G.C.B.,  to 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H. 

Earl  Grey. 

Colesberg,  August  10,  1848. 
My  Lord,  {Received  October  26,  1848.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  I  reached  this  yesterday,  and  that 
upon  my  arrival  I  found  that  the  British  resident,  M^jor  Warden,  had  been 
compelled  by  the  emigrant  Boers,  under  the  rebel  Pretorius,  to  relinquish  his 
post  at  Bloem  Fontein.  Under  the  circumstances  described  in  the  report  of 
M^*or  Warden,  marked  No.  1,  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  officer  has  acted  with 
prudence  and  discretion,  and  I  am  now  left  totally  unshackled  in  the  measures 
which  I  shall  pursue  effectually  to  suppress  this  rebellion. 

I  also  enclose,  marked  No.  2,  a  second  report  from  Major  Warden,  with  a 
document  drawn  up  by  Pretorius,  and  signed  by  his  adherents,  containing  a 
wicked  mis-statement  of  his  and  their  position.  The  adherents  of  this  rebel 
are  all  men  of  ruined  circumstances,  restless  and  turbulent ;  while  the  majority 
of  the  people  over  the  Orange  River  are  well-disposed,  loyal,  and  desirous  of 
the  Government  they  indeed  sought. 

The  troops  which  I  stated  in  my  Despatch  to  your  Lordship  of  the  26th* 
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ultimo  it  was  my  intention  to  employ  have,  in  part,  arrived  at  Colesberg^  and  natai*. 
the  remainder  will  be  here  in  a  few  days.  In  the  suppression  of  rebellion  too 
much  promptitude  cannot  be  used ;  but,  in  carrying  troops  beyond  our  imme- 
diate frontier,  which  of  itself  is  distant,  care  must  be  taken  that  they  be  well 
provided,  and  a  proper  season  of  the  year  chosen.  As  regards  the  latter, 
nothing  can  be  more  fortunate ;  for,  by  the  time  I  am  ready,  the  spring  will 
be  fast  approaching;  the  grass  will  be  good  for  the  cattle,  and  I  shall  be 
enabled  to  move  with  rigidity.  The  weather  is  at  present  very  cold ;  but, 
owing  to  the  elevation  of  this  part  of  the  country  above  the  sea,  exceedingly 
healthy. 

The  well-disposed  Boers  are  collected  in  camps  awaiting  my  arrival,  and 
the  native  chiefs  are  all  ready  at  my  beck  if  I  desire  their  services.  On  my 
arrival  yesterday,  I  received  a  deputation  from  about  200  Boers  on  the  Caledon 
River,  stating  that  they  were  ready  to  join  me  so  soon  as  I  advanced ;  but  I 
desire  on  this  occasion  neither  to  employ  natives  against  the  Boers,  nor  the 
Boers  against  one  another  ;  but,  by  a  display  of  Her  Majesty's  exclusive  power, 
to  show  that  it  is  able  at  once  to  enforce  obedience  to  its  will  without  having 
recourse  to  any  foreign  assistance. 

This  rebel  Pretorius  is  a  shrewd  fellow  ;  his  conduct  now,  as  upon  a  recent 
occasion  in  Natal,  aims  at  moderation  and  the  display  of  his  imaginary 
grievances ;  but  he  is  an  arch  rebel.  He  it  was  who  excited  the  Boers,  and 
induced  them  to  "trek"  from  Natal  when  I  met  them;  for  the  express 
purpose,  as  I  now  learn,  of  adding  to  his  numbers  those  whom  his  machinations 
rendered  dissatisfied.  By  rather  a  curious  coincidence,  I  last  night  received 
reports  from  Natal,  to  the  effect  that  a  great  number  of  families,  35,  had 
returned  in  one  party,  under  a  leading  man,  lately  a  staunch  adherent  of 
Pretorius. 

The  Proclamations  offering  such  enormous  rewards  for  his  apprehension, 
and  that  of  Jacobs,  and  the  arrival  of  additional  troops  in  the  district  of  Natal, 
secure  me  from  any  chance  of  disturbance  in  that  quarter,  while  they  show  our 
power  and  determination. 

I  candidly  admit  that,  after  the  labour  I  had  bestowed  on  these  emigrant 
Boers,  after  the  rapid  progression  of  my  measures  for  their  exclusive  benefit,  I 
feel  disappointed  at  an  interruption  of  them ;  while,  upon  the  whole,  I  may 
congratulate  myself  on  the  good  feeling  which  prevails  among  the  Dutch 
population  throughout  the  colony.  During  my  journey  to  Colesberg  I  was 
thrown  much  among  them,  and  the  execration  in  which  they  universally  hold 
Pretorius  is  a  proof  of  their  loyalty. 

I  may  be  detained  beyond  the  Orange  River  for  a  few  weeks,  in  order 
effectually  to  settle  this  district  on  our  borders.  I  see  my  way  perfectly ;  and 
by  establishing  a  military  post  at  Winberg,  ai^d  re-establishing  the  one  at 
Bloem  Fontien,  which  was  occupied  previously  to  my  assumption  of  the 
Government,  the  well-disposed  will  be  protected,  rule,  good  order,  the  clergy- 
man, and  the  schoolmaster,  will  rapidly  aid  my  exertions,  and,  in  a  short  time, 
I  shall  be  enabled  to  withdraw  the  troops  altogether.  Distant  outposts  are 
invariably  attended  with  inconvenience ;  these,  however,  though  remote  from 
the  seat  of  Government,  are  not  so  from  our  frontier;  and  now  that  our 
possessions  embrace  the  district  of  Natal,  reference  must  be  always  had  to  it. 
I  will  very  shortly  s6nd  your  Lordship  a  rough  sketch  of  the  country,  which 
will  fully  explain  to  what  I  allude. 

I^must  strongly  draw  your  Lordship's  attrition  to  the  fact,  that  this  outbreak 
has,  from  what  I  now  ascertain,  been  long  contemplated  by  Pretorius,  and  is 
not  the  result  of  my  exertions  to  benefit  the  emigrants.  He  desires  to  establish 
himself  as  the  chief  of  a  republic,  and  then  drive  us  from  Natal ;  and  his 
observance  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe,  and  supposition  that  I  was  too 
weak  in  troops  to  overpower  him,  have  induced  him  to  seize  the  present 
occasion. 

I  conclude,  my  Lord,  with  an  assurance  that  no  one  can  be  more  adverse  to 
any  extension  of  Her  Migesty's  possessions  in  South  Africa  than  myself;  but 
the  peculiarity  of  circumstances  and  position  force  upon  me  a  measure  which  I 
would  not  otherwise  adopt ;  and  I  venture  to  assert  that  the  result  will  prove 
its  necessity. 

My  reports  from  British  Kafraria  are  in  every  way  satisfactory,  and,  so  soon 
as  this  service  is  completed,  the  troops  drawn  from  thence  will  return ;  and  the 
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NATAL*  73|f^  Regiment,  as  I  hare  already  reported  ta  your  Lordship  waa  my  intentioii^ 
shall  be  brought  to  Cape  Town.  One  wing  of  this  corps  is  detached  to  Natal, 
the  other  remaims  in  British  Kafraria ;  both  being  temporary  arrangements. 

I  ha¥e,  &c., 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  H.  G.  SMITH. 

Stc.        &c.        &c. 


Snel.  1  in  No.  7.  Enclosure  1  in  No.  7.* 

Touir  Pdntein,  Jbly  24,  1M8, 
Sir,  10  o*clocky  p.m. 

Ok  the  13th  instant  I  wrote  to  your  Excellency,  stating  that  the  Boers  had  assembled 
in  force  beyond  the  Modder  River,  and  had  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  take  me  prisonar 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bioem  Fontsin.  I  have  the  honour,  farther,  to  acquaint  your  Excel- 
lency that,  on  the  17th  instant,  Mr.  Pretorius,  at  the  head  of  about  400  mounted  men,  made 
his  appearance  in  front  of  Bloem  Foutein,  having  formed  his  camp  within  two  miles  of  the 
village.  For  the  previous  three  days  I  had  been  employed  uight  and  day  in  attemptiug  to 
make  my  position  defensible;  the  arrangements  for  which  were  not  half  completed  when 
Mr.  Pretorius,  escorted  by  half  his  force,  moved  to  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  our  position. 
He  thence  despatched  a  messenger  with  the  letter  marked  No.  1,  but,  not  being^ableto 
interpret  it,  I  sent  back  the  bearer,  requesting  Mr.  Pretorius  to  meet  me  halfway  between  his 
foDce  and  mine.  Mr.  Bex  having  been  drained  a  prisoner  ia  Mr.  Pretorius*  camp,  I  insiated*. 
as  a  preliminary,  that  he  should  be  sent  for,  which,  a&er  a  little  deU^,  was  done..  Mr.  Pre- 
torius, accompanied  by  his  commandants,  then  came  forward  and  made  proposals,  as  contained 
in  document  marked  No.  2,  which  I  deemed  it  unavoidably  necessary  to  accede  to.  My 
reasons  for  acting  so  contrary  to  what  my  feelings  as  a  British  officer  would  hare  dictated  were 
as  follows: — 

1st.  That  my  foree  consisted  of  only  57  men^  including  16  recruits,  and  43^  others,  composed 
of  civilians  reading  in  the  village,  leaders,  drivers,  and  eight  deserters,  while  the  force  of  the 
Boers,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Rex,  who  had  been  several  days  in  their  camp,  amounted  to  1000. 

2iidly.  That  my  camp  was  encumbered  by  upwards  of  200  women  and  children  from  the 
village  and  neighbourhood,  who  had  fled  to  me  for  protection,  and  this  (as  I  made  distinctly 
known  to  Mr.  Pretorius)  was  the  chief  cause  of  my  acceding  to  the  terms  proposed. 

Srdly.  That  no  reply  had  been  received  from  any  of  the  chiefs  to  whom  I  had  wrHlen  for  aid 
some  days  before,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  men  from  Moroka^  who  informed,  mo  that  there 
w«r6  three  separate  rebel  camps  (in  addition  to  Pretorius'  own  camp),  so*  disposed  as  to  cut  oflT 
all  communication  in  support  from  the  several  chiefs ;  there  was  also  a  camp  low  down,  on 
the  Modder  River,  to  prevent  ai^*  succour  from  Jan  Bloem,  the  Corana  chief.  This  dispositicm 
of  his  forces  was  intimated  to  me  by  Pretorius  at  the  interview,  and  by  information  previously 
received  from  native  spies,  I  was  aware  that  he  was  not  deceiving  me  on  this  subject. 

Painful  to  my  feelings  as  it  was  to  accept  terms  from,  rather  than  dictate  them  to,  a  rebet, 
and  seemr  that  my  position  could  not  be  maintained  until  support  arrived  from  the  eolooy 
(for  I  had  no  hope  of  any  others),  I  believed  that  I  should  much,  better  aid  your  ExceUsncy 
by  marching  out  with  my  men,  arms,  &c,  fresh  and  fit  for  service,  than  by  commencing  a 
contest  which  must  have  involved  the  slaughter  of  women  and  children,  and  the  result  of  which 
aaainst  such  odds  could  hardly  have  been  doubtful.  I  am  now  on  my  march  to  the  Orange 
nWer,  and  shall  encamp  on  its  lefl  bank,  and  there  await  your  Excellency's  orders. 

I  have,  Sec, 
Hie  Excellency  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bert.,  G.C.B.,  (Sgned)         H.  D.  WARtmr, 

&c  &e.  &e.  Mi^er,  C.M.R. 


No.  1. 

To  Majob  Wari>bN|  British  Resident 

Bloem  Fontein,  Jnly  17,  1848; 
As  we  have  been  true  and  sworn  friends  to  each  other,  and  that  for  five  years ;  ami 
whereas  Sir  H.  Smith  is  obs^at?e  as  remrds  the  majority  being  on*  our  side,  I  consider  it  my 
duty  to  shed,  as  little  blood  as  posnUe ;  I  shall  therefore  give  you  one  hour  to  consider  w^e'ther 
you  will  give  up  this  country,  or  whether  I  am  to  take  it  from,  you  by  force.  Many  parts  of 
the  country  have  been  purchased  by  the  emigrant  farmers  from  natives,  and  which  natives  do 
not  feel  at  all  disppsed  to  come  under  British  rule.  I  have,  for  the  accomplishment  of  this 
object,  brought  with  me  into  the  field  only  1000  of  the  many  thousands  of  my  ready  and 
willing  people. 

(Signed)  A.  W.  Pretorius,  Comm.-GenesaL 


No.  2: 

Bk>em  Fontein,  Jidy  17^  1848. 
At  the  conference  held  this  day  in  front  of  the  village  of  Bloem  Fontein  with  Mr.  Prt- 
tortus,  Commandant-General  of  the  emigrant  fairmers,  the  British  Resident  and  Coomiandant- 
Greneral  entered  bto  the  following  en^^ement,  viz.  :— 
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1st  Thni  the  troops  and  inhabitants  of  Blo«m  F^ntein  shall  evacuate  the  village  in  two  NATAL, 

days  from  this  date,  viz.,  on  the  20th  instant,  taking  with  them  all  movable  public  and  private 
property  of  every  description,  and  proceed  to  Colesberg,  five  or  six  waggons  (or  as  many  more 
as  Biav  be  procarable)  being  furnished  for  that  purpose  by  Mr.  Pretorius. 

2nd.  That  the  British  Resident  will  inform  the  native  tribes  of  the  arranffenient  entered 
into  between  himself  and  emigrant  farmers,  with  the  hope  of  preventing  a  collision  between 
them. 

3rd.  That  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  Caledon,  Mr.  CReilly,  is  guaranteed  a  free  exit  to 
the  colony,  on  the  same  terms  as  the  British  Resident. 

4th.  lliat  Mr.  Pretorius  will,  in  the  meantime,  withdraw  his  force  from  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  Bloem  Fontein. 

5th.  That  in  the  event  of  sufficient  transport  not  being  obtainable  for  the  removal  of  all  the 
property  of  storekeepers,  or  others,  within  the  time  above  specified,  Mr.  Pretorius  will  gua- 
rantee their  being  allowed  to  remove  it  at  their  convenience,  and  without  molestation. 

6th.  That  such  coloured  people  as  are  now  at  Bloem  Fonteiu,  although  not  soldiers,  are  at 
liberty  to  return  to  their  homes. 

(Signed)  A.  W.  Pretorius,  Commandant-General. 

Witnesses, 

(Signed)  L.  R.  Botha,  Commandant. 

P.  M.  Bestbr,  Commandant. 

(Signed)  H.  D.  Wardbv, 

C.  M.  Rifles,  and  British  Reudent 

Witnesses, 
(Signed)  A.  J.  Frasbr,  M.  B.,  Ass.  Staff  Surgeon, 

T.  J.  Biii«)(ilph,  Magistvate. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  7-  End.  2  in  Na  7^ 

Botha's  Drift,  on  tfie  Orange  River, 
Sir,  August  2,  1848. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  I  crossed  the  Orange  River  with 
my  detachment,  &c.,  on  the  27th  ultimo,  and  am  now  encamped  on  its  left  bank.  I  learn 
that  Mr.  A.  Pretorius  and  the  rebel  Boers  continue  at  Bloem  Fontein,  save  about  100  of  them, 
sent  off  a  few  days  ago  to  strengthen  Mr.  Louw  Pretorius'  command  on  the  Caledon.  The 
object  of  the  farmers  there,  is  said  to  be  to  attack  Moshesh,  who  had  twice  refused  to  attend 
the  summons  of  the  Commandant-General  to  meet  him  at  Bloem  Fontein.  Moshesh,  how- 
ever, is  too  strongly  posted  in  the  mountain  to  suffer  much  from  the  Boers.  I  addressed  a  note 
to  Moshesh  on  the  20th  ultimo,  desiring  him  to  collect  his  people  and  be  in  readiness  to  co- 
operate with  the  British  force  about  to  assemble  under  your  Excellency's  immediate  com- 
mand :  a  like  note  1  sent  to  Mowko,  Sekongela,  Gert  Taaibush,  Carolus  Batju,  and  Jan 
Bloem ;  and  I  have  messengers  with  me  to  convey  your  Excellency's  order  to  the  chiefs.  I 
passed  through  Philippolis  with  a  couple  of  men  to  see  Adam  Kok,  and  found  him  and  his 
people  in  great  consternation.  Adam  Kok  had  two  days  before  been  ordered  by  Pretorius  to 
repair  to  Bloem  Fontein  ;  the  Griqua  Chief  sent  back  an  evasive  answer,  and  he  now  expects 
that  Pretorius  will  bring  all  his  force  against  him.  I  promised  to  support  the  Griquas  im- 
mediately I  received  a  reinforcement;  but  your  Excellency's  commands,  through  Colonel 
Somerset,  for  the  troops  to  repair  to  Colesberg,  and  there  await  your  Exeellency,  will  of 
course  prevent  my  moving  from  this.  In  order,  however  to  give  the  Griquas  confidence,  I 
could  not  avoid  telling  Adam  Kok,  in  my  letter  of  this  mornings  that  should  the  Boers 
threaten  Philippolis,  I  ^ould  march  to  his  support.  I  am  in  hopes  that  Pretorius  will  not  be 
able  to  bring  any  numbers  against  the  Griquas,  and  that  he  will  be  fully  occupied  for  a  time 
in  watching  the  movements  of  Moshesh  and  the  other  native  tribes. 

A  great  number  of  farmers  from  Griqualand  have  retired  to  the  colony  with  their  property, 
and  many  more  are  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  ready  to  cross  over :  very  few  of  them, 
however,  will  take  up  arms  against  their  rebel  countrymen.     I  beg  to  enclose  a  translation  of       jyjy  |g  1343^ 

a  document  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  A.  Pretorius,  and  addressed  to  your  Excellency;  also  a  trans-  — ' -— 

lation  of  Mr.  Pretorius'  notice  to  the  farmers.  I  yesterday  received  from  the  Boers  residing  July  12, 1848. 
on  the  lower  Reit  River,  a  paper  stating  their  readiness  to  assist  the  British  Government  in 
every  way,  save  that  of  taking  arms  against  their  couutrvmen,  I  told  the  party  presenting  this 
paper,  which  was  signed  by  100  farmers,  that  your  Excellency  could  not  reckon  such  cha- 
racters as  loyal  subiects;  and  if  they  valued  their  lands,  I  would  recommend  them  to  tender 
more  substantial  aid  to  your  Excellency.  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that 
three  troops  of  the  Cape  Corps,  with  a  6-pounder  gun,  joined  me  yesterday. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)  H.  D.  Warden,  Major. 

His  Excellency  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  Cape  Mounted  Rifles. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 
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NATAL.  f^  ujg  Excellency  the  Governor  High  Commissioner  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope(, 

Sir  Harrt  Smith,  &c.  &c. 

Right  Honourable  Sir,  Bloem  Fontein,  July  18^  1848. 

Wb  all,  the  undersigned  Commandants  and  Field  Comets  of  different  districfts  here 
assembled,  hereby  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  we  perceive,  in  a  manifesto,  that  you 
threaten  us  with  a  war  of  military  power;  which  appears  to  us  very  unjust  to  constrain  us  on 
lands  which  we  have  justly  bartered  from  the  natives — ^to  them  naving  been  allow^  self- 
government  and  all  privileges  of  liberty ;  and  we  whites  must  be  governed  by  laws  which 
come  from  another  place  (or  country). 

One  might  ask,  are  we  then  worse,  are  we  more  contemptible  than  the  coloured  population  ? 
To  them  are  acknowledged  and  secured  the  lands  they  have  inherited; — ^to  them  are  allowed 
the  privileges  of  self-government  and  their  own  laws ;  but  as  soon  as  we  whites  are  on  the 
same  lands,  which  we  have  justly  obtained  from  them,  these  privileges  are  immediately  taken 
from  us,  so  that  we  may  justly  say  that  we  do  not  even  share  equally  with  the  coloured  tribes; 
but  that  now^  though  all  other  creatures  enjoy  rights  and  liberties,  we  are  constantly  constrained 
to  be  in  fetters. 

Your  Excellency  plainly  stated  that  if  the  majority  objected  to  British  rule,  you  would 
leave  us  unmolested  and  without  further  interference.  Now,  we  state  to  your  Excellency,  and 
we  state  it  to  the  world, — ^yes,  we  state  it  as  men  with  clear  hearts  and  much  experience,  that 
we  white  cattle  farmers  cannot,  with  any  feeling  of  security,  under  Her  Majesty'^s  jurisdiction, 
reside  in  a  country  inhabited  by  so  many  coloured  people,  especially  as  they  are  left  to  their 
own  laws,  and  we  are  placed  under  other  laws.  We  repeat  again,  as  well  to  your  Excellency 
as  to  the  world,  that  hsid  we  perchance  been  coloured,  it  might  perhaps  be  possible,  but  now 
we  find  it  impossible,  because  we  are  white  African  Boers.  We  speak  not  loosely ;  we  speak 
not  in  hatred ;  because  we  were  oppressed  by  the  British  authority  (of  which  oppressions  we 
will  not  even  make  mention,  for  these  no  newspaper  could  contain,  it  would  certainty  com- 
prise a  whole  volume)  :  but  we  will  briefly  make  mention  of  only  two  instances  by  way  of  sup- 
porting our  complaints. 

How  many  years  have  not  the  inhabitants  of  the  old  colony  (where  blacks  are^  remained  in 
a  state  of  insecurity,  and  how  many  irrecoverable  losses  and  hardships  have  they  not  suffered 
under  British  rule.  When  we  were  all  youths  and  children  then  there  was  Kafir  war;  now  we 
are  men  with  gray  hairs,  and  there  is  still  Kafir  war;  and  we  ask  whether  the  inhabitants 
there  have  recovered  their  losses  sustained  through  a  war  caused  under  British  rule,  as  well  in 
the  year  1835,  as  in  1847  and  1848  ?  This  answer  we  leave  to  your  Excellency,  and  even  to 
the  world.  Will  that  portion  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  be  enabled  to  reside  in  security  and 
contentment  ?  Have  the  houses  that  were  burnt^  down  been  rebuilt  ?  And  now  do  we  arrive 
at  the  great  Mirror  of  Natal,  which  perhaps  gave  birth  to  the  manifesto.  How  did  we  obtab 
possession  of  that  country — unjustly  or  easily  ?  No ;  we  obtained  it  justly  from  a  Sovereign 
power ;  and  subsequently  it  cost  us  the  blood  of  dearest  wives  and  childrenr  and  we  will  never 
refrain  from  exclaiming  it  before  the  great  Creator  and  the  world — and  where  is  the  country 
DOW  ? — still  in  possession  of  the  owners? — Have  these  same  proprietors  been  enabled  to  reside 
there  in  greater  security  since  the  British  power  has  taken  possession  of  it  7 

And  now  comes  the  great  and  weighty  question !  Did  Government  take  possession  of  the 
country  upon  the  majority  and  at  the  desire  of  the  proprietors  of  the  said  country,  or  because  it 
was  right  to  do  so  ?  Oh,  no !  Oh,  no !  The  world  was  then  Ukewise  misled,  but,  never- 
theless, far  from  right;  it  took  place  with  power  alone.  But  where  is  the  word  of  right? 
Can  any  one  call  that  right  which  first  deprived  us  of  our  liberty  and  country  whilst  we  weie 
living  in  peace  and  quietness ;  and,  afterwards,  through  insecurity,  not  only  our  places  but  also 
our  com  and  our  sheavea  and  houses  full  of  property  ?  with  teariiil  eyes  are  we  obliged  to  look 
back  on  our  churches,  and  dearly-bought  land. 

For  when  I,  Pretorius,  returned  from  my  long  tour  to  Graham*s  Town,  where  the  great 
Governor  would  not  even  allow  himself  to  be  seen  or  even  spoken  to,  were  not  my  countrymen 
all  fleeing?  amongst  whom  was  my  own  family;  and  was  that  country  (after  the  taking 
possession)  improved?  Where  are  then  the  former  proprietors  of  the  land?  Here  they  are 
wandering  in  the  wilderness  of  South  Africa.  Your  Excellency  asks  me  if  we  were  richer  or 
better?  No,  we  have  sacrificed  all  for  the  country  which  the  British  authority  has  taken,  from 
us,  and  if  you  still,  after  all  this,  endeavour  to  take  from  us  our  land  and  places, — ^yes,  even 
our  lives  as  your  manifesto  threatens  us-— which  life,  we  have  obtained  from  a  just  God,  from 
Him  who  hath  hitherto  preserved  us;  shall  we  then  become  better  by  your  Excellency's 
visiting  us  at  Natal.  If  you  continue  to  oppress  and  drive  us  away,  how  shall  we  then  be 
enabled  to  establish  a  church  and  house  of  God  amongst  us?  Behold!  our  church  standing 
at  Natal  as  a  testimony  to  the  world  that  we  have  not  so  far  forsaken  God  and  become  so 
unbridled  as  we  have  been  represented.  Have  we  better  able  to  use  it  since  the  taking  pos- 
session? No,  we  were  immediately  deprived  of  our  good  clergyman  and  afterwards  obliged 
to  flee  and  desert  our  church  which  we  had  built  vrith  our  own  hands  in  our  poverty.     Thus 

Jour  Excellency's  question  whether  we  had  become  better  ?  Who  can  -  expect  it  after  all  the 
ardships  whidi  we  have  been  obliged  to  undergo ;  but  we  are  justified  in  sayin&^that  after 
all  this,  and  previous  to  the  taking  possession,  we  enjoyed  seciu*ity.  But  shoiud  you  now 
drive  us  deeper  into  the  wilderness,  will  you  thereby  make  us  better  ?  As  we  have  undei^one 
so  many  examples  and  such  experience,  who  would  be  so  very  perverse  as  to  speak  of  security 
of  life  and  property  and  churdies  and  schools  in  a  country  of  so  many  coloured  tribes  under 
British  sovereignty,  especially  since  such  inequality  is  decided  upon — that  the  barbarians  may 
exercise  their  own,  and  we  whites  to  be  brought  under  the  laws  of  the  Cape.     If  we  may  make 
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so  free  as  to  ask,  in  allusion  to  that  part  of  the  old  colony,  where  the  coloured  are,  whether  Her  NATAL, 

Majesty's  subjects  residing  there  are  rich  and  contented,  or  are  they  plundered  by  the  coloured 

or  barbarians?     And  what  hope  is  there  for  us  who  now  reside  on  the  boundary?     Will  not 

the  thousands  of  coloured  people  in  the  midst  of  whom  we  are  living  immediately  become  our 

enemies,  as  is  well  known  to  the  whole  world,  wherever  Her  Majesty^s  authority  may  be,  and 

in  the  midst  of  whom  (namely,  the  coloured  people),  we  have  always  considered  ourselves 

secure.     Oh,  these  hardships  you  will  never  eradicate  from  the  heart  of  an  African  Boer 

neither  with  promises  nor  with  threats;  you  will  cause  a  further  flight  and  dissatisfaction,  but 

never  a  silent  submission.     And  thus  we  have  severely  suflered;  we  have  silently  left  our 

motherland  under  all  these  hardships  ;  for  liberty  we  sacrificed  all !     We  will  not  say  that  all 

the  people  who  are  with  us  have  left  for  liberty  ;  we  see  every  day  that  fortune  hunters  and  all 

roisleaders  who  are  treacherous  towards  us  likewise  constantly  remain  with  us,  and  cause  much 

strife  amongst  us ;  and  it  is  greatly  owing  to  your  Excellency's  interference  that  such  evade 

the  wejl-deserved  punishment  amongst  us  ;  so  that  when  we  can  only  obtain  the  privileges  of  the 

coloured  people,  we  will  soon  convince  th^  world  that  crime  will  be  punished  by  us,  and  that 

we  will  then  use  our  best  endeavours  to  introduce  churches  and  schools ;  yes,  even  the  Holy 

Sacrament  amongst  us. 

Oh,  we  could  mention  a  volume  of  hardships  and  support  them  with  many  testimonies  of 
truth,  however,  we  will  pass  it  all  by.  But  we  wish  to  entreat  your  Excellency  to  leave  us 
unmolested  and  without  further  interference,  on  those  grounds  which  we  have  justly  obtained 
.from  the  legal  proprietors,  and  thus  we  shall  exclaim  to  the  world  and  our  Creator,  (who  we 
.know  looks  down  upon  us  from  on  high,  and  to  Him  alone  we  owe  all  gratitude  and  reverence), 
that  we  have  not  yet  been  totally  extirpated. 

We  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  A.  W.  J.  Pretorius,  Comm. -General. 

A  true  translation,  (Signed  by  about  900  others.) 

(Signed)  F.  Rex,  Sworn  Translator. 

General  Notice. 

Winberg,  July  12,  1848. 
As  the  emigrant  Boers,  who  crossed  the  Orange  River  for  their  liberty,  have  deserted 
their  motherland,  and  as  we  perceive  that  the  British  Government  grant  privileges  and  liberty 
to  all  other  creatures,  and  we  are  constrained  in  fettei*s,  so  this,  therefore,  is  to  notify  to  all  and 
every  one  who  does  not  wish  to  take  part  in  this  just  cause  of  freedom,  that  he  must,  on  receipt 
of  this  or  before  the  30th  instant,  cross  the  stream  of  the  Orange  River,  without  selling  any 
ground  or  places,  for  all  sales  of  places  will,  after  this  date,  be  considered  illegal,  to  prevent 
the  court-martial  (Krygsraad)  from  visiting  with  further  punishment  their  person  and  property. 
No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  keep  himself  neutral,  those  who  are  not  with  us  will  be  looked 
upon  as  enemies ;  every  pei-son  who  opposes  this  Maatschappy  (association),  whether  with 
words  or  deeds,  will  be  treated  as  an  insurgent,  and  will  foithwith  be  punished  by  the  court- 
martial. 

(Signed)  A.  W.  J.  Pretorius,  Comm. -General. 

A  true  Copy, 
(Signed)  P.  J.  Kammes,  Clerk. 

A  true  Translation, 
(Signed)  F.  Rex,  Sworn  Translator. 


(No.  146.)  No;  8.  No.  8. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  to     Answered  Dec.  27, 

Earl  Grey.  1  ms. No.  240,  p.  uu. 

Camp,  Right  Bank  of  the  Orange  River, 
August  23,  1848. 
My  Lord,  {Received  October  26,  1848.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  the  troops,  specified  in  my  Despatch 
to  your  Lordship  of  the  26th  ultimo,*  with  the  exception  of  two  companies  of  •  Page  12. 
the  91st  Regiment,  detained  by  the  swelling  of  the  rivers  in  Albany,  reached 
this  in  detachments  on  the  22nd  instant.  I  inomediately  proceeded  to  pass  the 
Orange  River,  which  is  now  full,  200  yards  across,  and  extremely  rapid,  by 
means  of  the  pontoon  float  which  I  brought  out  to  the  Cape  from  Chatham  ; 
and  which,  of  all  the  useful  inventions  ever  attached  to  an  army,  is  the  most 
efficient.  There  are  now  across  the  river  four  companies  of  the  Cape  Corps, 
three  guns,  two  companies  of  the  Rifle  Brigade,  and  two  companies  of  the 
45th  Regiment.  The  two  companies  of  the  91st  Regiment  will  reach  this  on 
the  25th  instant.  I  hope  to  get  the  train  of  Comnodssariat  and  baggage 
waggons  across  in  two  or  three  days,  by  means  of  a  raft  which  I  have  con- 
structed with  casks ;  and  so  soon  as  I  am  established,  I  shall  move  on  at  once 
to  Bloem  Fontein,  where  abundant  supplies  of  forage  com  and  grain  are 
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NATAL.         attainable.     I  take  the  field  well  fumislied  with  every  requisite ;  and  I  hope 
to  accomplish  most  speedily  the  object  of  the  service. 

The  information  I  have  received  states,  that  the  rebels  are  falling  back  on 
Winberg ;  they  began  to  do  so  the  moment  the  infantry  advanced,  their  outposts 
flying  from  the  banks  of  the  river,  leaving  their  meat  half  cooked  upon  the 
fires.  They  have  committed  such  excesses  upon  the  isolated  farm  houses,  that 
the  hostile  feeling  which  previously  existed  between  "patriots"  and  loyalists 
has  been  greatly  increased ;  and  the  eflTect  produced  by  my  having  moved 
across  the  river  is  most  apparent  throughout  Griqua  Land,  many  of  the  heads 
of  families  stating,  that,  now  they  are  confident  of  support,  they  are  ready  to 
join  my  troops  and  act  against  the  rebels.  The  distress  occasioned  by  this 
outbreak  to  all  men  of  property  is  very  considerable.  In  one  district,  that  of 
Caledon,  500  families  fled  in  dismay,  the  irruption  of  Pretorius  being  so  sudden 
that  they  had  not  time  to  gather  themselves  together  for  their  defence.  Their 
fleld  conmiandant,  '*  Sueyman,"  has  been  with  me,  and  is  ready  with  his  party 
to  turn  out  if  I  require  them  ;  while  another  field  commandant,  "  Erasmus,** 
is  now  here  with  many  of  his  men ;  and  I  well  know,  that  as  I  advance,  I  shall 
receive  the  same  support  from  all  men  of  property.  Adam  Kok,  the  Grriqna 
captain,  is  also  in  my  camp,  his  conduct  and  that  of  his  people  has  been  ex- 
emplary. Pretorius,  when  at  Philippolis,  endeavoured  to  make  a  treaty  with 
his  coimcillors,  who  very  cunningly  entered  into  a  pacific  arrangement,  stating^ 
that  so  soon  as  their  chief  ratified  it,  it  would  be  binding  The  men  of 
Waterboer,  Adam  Kok,  and  of  all  the  native  chiefs,  are  ready  to  turn  out  were 
I  to  call  upon  them.  The  chief  Moshesh  has  been  staunch  in  his  alliance,  and 
most  peremptorily  refused  to  see  Pretorius,  who  used  every  effort  to  obtain  an 
interview  with  him.  I  shall  move  forward  so  soon  as  possible,  and  the  unme- 
diate  effect  of  my  doing  so  will  be  the  return  to  their  homes  of  all  the  loyal 
population.  If  these  rebels  dare  to  make  a  stand,  I  will  give  a  very  good 
account  of  them. 

I  herewith  enclose  copies  of  all  the  communications  which  I  have  had  wilii 
the  insurgents.  That  of  the  17th  instant,  I  sent  to  their  camp  by  a  trusty 
messenger,  addressing  copies  to  several  of  their  commandants  said  to  be  wa- 
vering in  their  adherence  to  the  rebel  cause.  On  his  presenting  them  a  coundl 
of  war  was  held  to  determine  whether  these  commandants  should  receive  them 
or  not,  as  they  were  not  addressed  to  their  *' general ;"  and  the  result  was,  that 
although  the  conmiandants  desired  to  do  so,  they  were  prevented  by  these  men, 
who  declared  that  it  was  an  affront  offered  to  their  chief;  and  the  papers  were 
returned  to  me  unopened.  This  warning  is  now  printed,  and  shall  be  generally 
circulated. 

I  can  only  repeat  the  mortification  which  I  feel  at  this  outbreak.  The  ruin 
it  entails  upon  many  is  distressing,  but  it  is  far  better  that  it  should  have 
occurred  now  than  hereafter,  which  the  machinations  of  a  few  turbulent  spirits 
whom  I  hope  now  effectusdly  to  crush,  rendered  certain.  Pretorious  boasts 
that,  very  shortly,  he  will  march  to  Natal,  and  clear  it  of  all  British  rule  and 
authority. 

I  have  &c 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  'h.  *G.  SMITH. 

&c.        &c.         &c. 


End.  1  in  No.  8.  Enclosure  1  in  No.  8. 

Sir,  Middel  Valley,  August  10,  1848. 

We  have  come  to  this  place  to  move  out  of  the  way  three  more  points  of  oppression. 

Ist.  It  is  not  alone  the  majority  here  in  person  to  make  known  their  wish,  but  all  people, 
also  those  of  Commandant  H.  Potgieter;  and  the  Commandant-General  Kruger  is  in  person 
with  us,  with  their  people  sent  by  Mr.  H.  Potgieter  on  his  behalf;  and  as  Commandant 
H.  Potgieter  is  expected,  so  that  there  remains  no  other  feeling  but  that  the  Government  will 
leave  us  here  at  rest  without  further  interference. 

2nd.  Is  to  establish  lasting  peace  and  understanding  between  the  natives  and  the  emigrants, 
so  that  all  parties  may  be  satisfied  without  one  drop  of  human  blood  being  spilt  on  our  side. 
We  do  not  know  the  reason  why  our  Boers  are  flying  so.  We  hear  that  the  Gk>vernment  will 
set  all  the  Blacks  upon  us,  to  a  total  extermination :  if  this  is  the  cause  of  their  flight,  the 
responsibility  does  not  lay  with  us,  for  we  have  prepared  ourselves  for  it  if  such  is  to  come 
on  us. 

3rd.  It  is  this  month  a  year  that  I  have  been  wrestling  against  oppression  for  myself  and 
countrymen;  still  it  matters  not  if  we  beseech  and  pray  to  Sir  Harry,  he  takes  possession  of  us 
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by  force,  and  in  consequence  drives  us  to  the  wiMcrnees.     And  the  Boers  at  Winberg,  as  the  NATAL. 

British  authorities  can  testify,  were  so  embittered,  and  on  the  point  of  destroying  each  other 
since  the  arrival  of  Sir  Harry,  wherefore  they  sent  for  me, — when  I  thought  of  living  beyond 
the  line  of  British  dominion, — again  to  fetch  me  to  see  what  still  could  be  done.  Now,  I  have 
heard  that  money  is  offered  for  my  person,  and  have  received  the  Proclamation  myself;  still  I  am 
happy  to  be  able  to  say,  that  I  am  now  the  chief  of  the  whole  United  Emigrant  Force,  who 
have  now  sworn  to  be  for  ever  faithful  to  me  and  to  each  other ;  so  that  I  and  others,  atler  all 
our  heavy  oppressions  and  sufferings,  must  undergo  such  a  lot.  We  will  rather  await  the 
merciful  settlement  of  the  Great  Creator  than  longer  to  wrestle  under  the  feet  of  every  petty- 
coloured  people. 

We  wish  to  know  whether  the  Governor  is  here,  and  if  we  can  see  and  speak  to  him,  for  we 
are  here  for  no  other  cause.     Awaiting  a  speedy  answer  from  you. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)         A.  W.  J.  Pretorius,  Commandant-General. 

G.  H.  Kruger,  Commandant. 

A.  J.  Spies,  Commandant. 

L.  B.  Botha,  Commandant. 

P.  M.  Bestrr,  Commandant. 

J.  A.  Enslin,  Commandant. 

J.  Jacs.  Jacobs,  Commandant. 

Johannes  Koekemoer,  Commandant. 

Isaac  J.  Joubert,  in  the  place  of  Com- 
mandant Otto. 

Commandant  Staander  and  Commandant  Steyne  are  on  patrole. 

To  Major  Warden. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  8.  End.  2  in  No.  8. 

Answer. 

The  Governor  is  at  Colesberg,  to  protect  from  insult  Her  Majesty's  loyal  emigrant 
sul)jects. 

Major  Warden  has  forwarded  to  the  Governor  a  letter  from  "  Middel  Valley,"  signed  by 
several  men  in  open  rebellion,  who  have  dared  to  usurp  an  authority  in  opposition  to  Her 
Majesty. 

The  Governor  can  treat  with  nor  see  no  rebels  in  arms ;  he  has  neither  desire  nor  intention 
to  fall  upon  white  men  with  black  men,  though  ready  at  his  beck,  but  will  suppress  rebellion 
by  force  of  Her  Majesty*s  cannon  and  soldiers ;  and  he  will  establish  that  rule  all  good  men 
desire. 

The  loyal  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  are  flying  from  their  homes  in  fear  of  the  rebels,— ;-their 
own  countrymen^  many  men  now  in  the  camp  of  the  rebels  are  there  from  fear  or  force. 

Peace  shall  be  established  by  force  of  Her  Majesty's  arms,  and  the  good  protected  against 
the  evil-disposed. 

Colesberg,  10th  June,  1848.  (Signed)         H.  G.  Smith„  Governor. 

To  the  Rebel  Camp. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  8.  End.  3  in  No.  8. 

Middel  Valley,  August  11,  1848. 
To  his  Excellency  Sir  H.  G.  W.  Smith. 

Under  the  crying  injustice  which  we  have  already  suffered,  we  cannot  hide  our  human 
feelings  since  we  have  received  the  letter  from  the  Governor,  wherein  he  threatens  to  shoot  us 
all  dead,  unheard,  if  it  be  in  his  power.  Where  then,  and  how,  shall  we  expect  justice  ?  When 
the  Governor  rode  through  this  country  he  went  so  quick  that  but  few  of  the  real  owners  of  the 
country  could  see  him ;  and  he  then  said,  that,  if  the  majority  would  not  submit,  he  would 
leave  us  alone  at  rest.  NotwithstaRdin|^,  and  contrary  to  the  wish  of  the  majority,  he  sent 
public  servants,  now  the  whole  people  are  assembled  together  of  their  own  free  will,  except  only 
a  few  whom  we  could  mention  by  name ;  and  now  the  Governor  says,  he  will  neither  see  nor 
speak  to  us  rebels,  but  will  treat  us  as  Pharaoh  treated  the  children  of  Israel,  so  that  we  have 
no  chance  with  your  Ebccellency  but  to  be  destroyed  by  your  cannon  and  great  force,  as  we  have 
no  father  or  representative.  We  will  await  our  fate  manfully.  Does  your  Excellency  suppose 
you  will  do  no  injury  to  jrour  colony  f  our  own  relatives^  who,  we  are  certain,  will  never  allow 
such  injustice  to  be  done  us. 

We  are  obliged  positively  to  state,  because  we  did  not  come  for  war,  or  to  shed  human 
blood,  as  we  have  to  this  time  shown  to  the  world,  we  heul  Major  Ward^i  in  our  hands,  but 
tr^ted  him  in  such  a  manner  as  we  can  allow  the  world  to  judge. 

We  have  also  thousands  of  blacks  who  are  prepared  to  assist  us ;  birt  as  we  came  here  alone 
to  prove  to  your  Excellraey  and  the  world  which  side  the  majority  was,  we  are  here.  We  are 
ourselves  apprdiensive  of  a  general  warlike  noiove,  and  therefore  we  consider  it  our  duty  once 
more  to  request  your  Excellency  to  come  on  this  side  of  the  river  to  speak  to  us,  and  every 
oeeessapy  assurance  for  the  safety  of  your  Excellency's  person  shall  be  given;  but  for  the  crossing 
of  troops  we  shall  be  obliged  to  oppose  with  our  lives. 

E  2 
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NATAL.  The  assembled  force,  willingly  come  together,  if  joined  by  those  coming  from  Origstadt  and 

the  wilderness,  are  determined  on  meeting  your  Excellency. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
(Signed)        A.  W.  J.  Pretorius,  Commandant-General. 
6.  H.  Kruoer,  Commandant. 
P.  M.  Bester,  Commandant. 
J.  P.  Otto,  Commandant. 
L.  R.  Botha,  Commandant. 
H.  Stetne,  Commandant. 


End.  4  in  No.  8.  Enclosure  4  in  No.  8. 

Answer. 

Colesberg,  August  14,  1848. 

The  Governor  has  recdved  the  communication  from  the  rebel  camp  of  the  11th  instant. 

Yesterday  was  Sunday, — a  day  of  resr,  the  letter  was  therefore  not  replied  to. 

The  Governor  will  be  in  Major  Warden's  camp  on  Tuesday,  the  15th  instant,  at  12  o'clock, 

and  if  Mynheer  Kruger  and  Paul  Bester  desire  to  speak  to  him  a  boat  will  be  sent  to  the  opposite 

bank  to  bring  them  over,  and  the  Governor  will  meet  these  Mynheers  and  hear  what  they  have 

to  say. 

The  Governor  knows  what  all  good  men  who  possess  property  have  to  say, — they  desire  the 
mild  and  paternal  Government  given  them  to  rule  themselves. 

(Signed)         H.  G.  Smith. 


End.  5  in  No.  8.  Enclosure  5  in  No.  8. 

Middel  Valley,  August  14,  1848. 

As  up  to  this  time  we  have  proved  to  the  world  that  we  have  not  come  tx)  shed  human 
blood,  or  to  lay  waste  any  portion  of  country  by  war,  so  by  this  notice  is  given  to  every  one 
that  all  inhabitants  of  the  country  on  this  side  of  the  Orange  River,  who  without  any  cause 
against  us  have  left  their  dwellings  through  false  reports,  can  live  on  their  farms  unmolested ; 
wnich  country  we  maintain  to  have  an  earlier  claim  to  than  the  British  authorities,  whom  we 
earnestly  desire  to  leave  us  at  rest  on  the  ground  which  it  is  our  own  wish  to  inhabit  with 
justice,  without  being  further  molested.  We  have  also  made  peace  with  the  Griqua  People, 
and  trust  again  to  come  to  a  just  and  peaceable  understanding  with  all  coloured  people ;  and 
wherever  anyone  disturbs  this  peace,  the  responsibility  of  all  the  misery  from  it  will  be  for  their 
account.  We  wish  also  to  remain  in  quiet  arrangements  with  the  British  Government,  if  he 
does  not  use  any  force  to  us,  either  by  sending  Commissioners  or  anything  else  against  the  will 
of  the  majority. 

We  have  sought  all  opportunity  to  obtain  all  communication  with  Sir  Harry  Smith,  but  all 
letters  that  we  have  received  his  Excellency  abuses  us  for  rebels.  We  wished  to  have  spoken 
to  his  Excellency  on  this  side  of  the  river,  for  we  will  not  go  over  it. 

We  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        A.  W.  J.  Pretorius,  Commandant- General. 
G.  H.  Kruger,  Commandant. 
L.  R.  Botha,  Commandant. 
P.  M.  Bester,  Commandant. 
J.  A.  Ens  LIN,  Commandant. 
A.  Staander,  Commandant. 
J.  F.  Otto,  Commandant. 
J.  KoEKBMOER,  Commandant. 
H.  Steyne,  Commandant. 

To  this  I  will  loudly  reply  when  my  troops  are  up. 

(Signed)  H.  G.  S. 


End.  6  in  Na  8.  Enclosure  6  in  No.  8. 

(Translation.) 

To  his  Excellency  Sir  H.  G.  W.  Smith,  Governor  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Sir,  Middel  Valley,  August  16,  1848. 

We  consider  it  absolutely  necessary  to  make  known  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
our  uttermost  and  last  desire,  particularly  as  up  to  this  time  we  have  not  received  any  receivable 
or  satisfactory  answer  from  his  Excellency. 

We  therefore  still  earnestly  request,  for  the  last  time,  that  your  Excellency  will  withdraw  the 
Proclamation,  which  has  brought  the  country  on  this  side  the  Orange  River  into  such  great 
commotion ;  for  we  will  never  acknowledge  the  same.  For  we  have  sworn  to  be  willingly 
faithful  to  each  other,  because  we  shall  then  be  in  a  state  to  live  quietly  and  at  rest  on  our 
ground. 

If  your  Excellency  will  not,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  join  our  friends  over  the  Orange  River^ 
and  by  that  means  get  relieved  from  our  oppression. 
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We  will  not  retire  from  this  our  boundary  before  we  have  a  satisfactory  answer  from  your  J«JATAI*. 

Excellency.  .^"^ 

We  have,  &c., 
(Signed)         A.  W.  J.  Pretorius,  Commandant-General. 
G.  H.  Kruger,  Commandant 
L.  R.  Botha,  Commandant. 
J.  KuHENDER,  Commandant. 
A.  Staander^  Commandant. 
T.  J.  Bester,  Commandant. 
J.  A.  Enslin,  Commandant 
H.  Stetnb,  Commandant. 
J.  J.  Joubert,  Commandant 
G.  J.  Jahbr^  Commandant 

To  which  I  will  reply  in  person  with  my  body  guard. 

(Signed)  H.  G.  Smith. 

After  yesterday  gomg  down  to  meet  two  I  have  done  enough. 


Enclosure  7  in  No.  8.  End.  7  in  No.  8. 

Government  Notice. 

Colonial  Office,  August  30,  1848. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  has  directed  the  following  notification  of  his  proceeding, 
and  the  movements  of  the  troops  in  the  country  beyond  the  Orange  River,  to  be  published  for 
general  information. 

On  the  22nd  instant  nearly  all  the  troops  required  for  the  military  operations  having  then 
reached  Colesberg,  his  Excellency  commenced  the  passage  of  that  river :  and  had  on  the  23rd 
conveyed  the  greater  portion  across  to  the  right  bank. 

His  Excellency's  passage  of  the  river  has  been  followed  by  the  happiest  effects.  The  loyal 
portion  of  the  population  beyond  the  Orange  River  have  been  uispired  with  confidence,  and 
have  expressed  their  readiness  to  join  the  Queen's  troops  and  act  against  the  rebels.  Two  of 
the  field-commandants — Snyman  and  Erasmus — ^were  with  his  Excellency,  and  had  offered 
him  the  assistance  and.  support  of  their  parties,  should  they  be  required. 

The  chief,  Adam  Kok,  was  also  in  his  Excellency's  camp ;  and  both  he  and  the  chiefs, 
Waterboer  and  Mosheshy  had  displayed  the  most  exemplary  fidelity  to  their  engagements  of 
alliance  with  Her  Majesty,  notwithstanding  the  attempts  of  the  rebels  to  undermine  their 
loyalty. 

On  the  other  hand  his  Excellency's  proceedings  have  filled  the  rebels  with  consternation  and 
dismay.  They  have  fallen  back  to  Winberg,  leaving  the  passage  of  the  river  uncontested. 
They  commenced  their  backward  movemeqt  the  moment  the  infantry  advanced,  their  outposts 
flying  from  the  banks  of  the  river,  leaving  the  meat  half-cooked  upon  the  fires ;  and,  although 
they  still  boast  of  their  intentions,  it  appears  at  present  probable  that  they  will  not  venture  to 
make  a  stand  at  all. 

His  Excellency  regrets  that  the  present  movement  has  been  attended  with  serious  loss  and 
destruction  of  property  to  many  of  Her  Majesty's  loyal  subjects  beyond  the  Orange  River.  In 
the  Caledou  cUstrict  500  families  have  been  forced  from  their  homes,  and  the  excesses  com- 
mitted by  the  rebel  Pretorius  upon  isolated  fartas  and  houses  have  caused  his  Excellency 
severe  mortification.  His  Excellency,  however,  rejoices  that  there  is  now  a  certain  prospect 
of  destroying,  once  and  for  ever,  the  influence  of  these  desigrning  men  amon^  Her  Majesty's 
faithful  emigrant  subjects,  and  has  directed  the  publication  of  the  following  "Warning." 

By  his  Excellency's  command, 

(Signed)  John  Montagu, 

Secretary  to  Government. 


Warning  to  the  Rebel  Boers. 

Know  all  ye  assembled  in  arms  under  one  Pretorius,  whom  I  have  proscribed,  that  ye 
are  British  subjects,  and  that  the  act  of  your  thus  assembling  in  this  reckless  manner  is  illegal, 
and  in  opposition  to  Her  Majesty^s  sovereign  will.     You  are  guilty  of  rebellion. 

Remember,  before  you  force  me  to  fire  upon  you,  that  I  have  sJready  given  you  fair  warn- 
ing in  my  Manifesto  on  the  29th  March  last.  I  now  again  warn  you  to  pause,  ere  you  compel 
me  to  use  the  force  now  assembled  at  my  disposal,  and  close  at  hand. 

What  is  it  that  you  seek?  To  be  slaves  to  black  men,  and  to  hold  your  lands  from  them, 
and  not  from  Her  Majesty  ?  I  went  among  you  last  January  with  a  heart  full  of  aflectionate 
feelings  towards  the  Boer.  I  have  done  for  you  all  that  you  asked  me  to  do.  Each  Boer  now 
holds  his  land  in  perpetuity,  not  on  an  expiring  lease  of  40  years,  and  you  have  the  privilege 
of  almost  entirely  governing  yourselves.  I  have  rendered  the  districts  of  Bloem  Fontein  and 
Caledon  happy — most  happy  and  grateful  to  me.  Ask  every  man  of  any  property  in  either 
of  them  if  this  is  not  the  case.  Now  all  possess  their  lands  in  security.  I  have  legalized  all 
marriages.     I  have  two  ministers  coming  from  Holland,  and  schoolmasters  on  the  road. 
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HATAL.  Your  rebellious  conduct  has  driven  many  from  their  homesy  with  their  wiires  aad  their 

*"""  children ;  plunging  them  into  misery  in  this  inclement  weather,  and  destroying  their  flocks 

and  herds.     Is  this  the  good  that  you  seek  for  your  countrymen  ? 

Beyond  Winberg  there  are  many  violent  men  who  are  opposed  to  rule  and  government  in 
any  shape ;  but  many  whom  I  met  in  that  neighbourhood,  although  they  told  me  in  public, 
when  overawed  by  the  turbulent^  that  they  would  rather  remain  as  they  were,  in  private  sought 
me  and  assured  me  that  they  were  miserable,  and  prayed  me  to  send  them  a  magistrate.  I 
was  met  at  Winberg  by  a  large  body  of  loyal  men  who  presented  an  address  to  me — the  chi^ 
Moshesh,  Malitsanie,  Sikonyella,  and  others,  were  present.  AH  agreed  to  what  I  proposed^ 
for  the  general  benefit  and  welfare  of  Bloem  Pontein,  Caledon,  and  Winberg,  not  for  mine  or 
the  government  of  the  colony.  I  then  prosecuted  my  journey  to  Natal,  where  I  met  hundreds 
of  families  '*  trekking  "  in  misery  in  the  rainy  season,  excited  to  discontent  by  this  Pretorius 
(who  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  district  of  Natal,  who  is  now  dwelling  beyond  the  limits  of  our 
sovereignty,  over  the  Orange  River,  and  has  no  right  to  interfere  here),  who  has  then  and 
since  imposed  both  upon  me  and  you.  I  hastened  to  the  seat  of  government:  you  all  well 
know  that  I  did  everything  man  could  do  for  the  benefit  of  these  unfortunate  and  misguided 
people  trekking  from  Natal.  Many,  very  many,  I  rejoice  to  say,  have  apprecmted  my  desire 
to  serve  them,  and  have  returned  to  their  homes.  Thirty- five  families  with  Hermanns 
Lombard,  besides  several  smaller  parties,  have  lately  done  so.  To  those  who  have  no  farms  I 
have  given,  and  will  continue  to  give,  3000  morgen  of  land  on  the  Klip  and  Tugela  rivers ; 
and  I  appointed  Pretorius  to  a  land  commission, — as  a  member  of  which  he  might  have 
rendered  the  greatest  benefit  to  his  countrymen.  I  gave  him  my  Proclamation  of  the  * 
3rd  February  last,  to  take  among  you,  especially  requesting  him  to  explain  to  Jacobs  that  I 
had  issued  it  before  the  meeting  proposed,  because  he  (Pretorius)  recommended  me  to  do  so, — 
saying  that  he  would  point  out  to  all  of  you  how  its  contents  were  calculated  for  your  good. 
In  place  of  doing  tliis  he  perverted  its  meaning,^ — misled  you  and  dec^ved  me. 

He  requested  me  not  to  extend  the  sovereignty  beyond  the  Vaal  River,  and  to  leave  the 
Mooi  River  for  those  who  might  disapprove  of  the  order  of  things  proposed.  I  did  so.  I  have 
always  said  that  unless  the  majority  of  the  biu'ghers  were  in  favour  of  the  government  which  I 
had  in  friendship  framed  for  them  I  would  not  press  it.  To  show  that  such  was  not  the  case* 
Pretorius  and  Jacobs  got  470  signatures  to  an  address  by  every  imaginable  fraud,  deceit,  and 
lie.  Subsequently  Soeyman  wrote  to  Pretorius,  to  say  that  her  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
him, — ihat  he  had  deceived  him  and  his  people,  who  had  added  their  names  to  this  list,  and 
who  all  withdrew  them.  I  receive  addresses^  numerously  signed^  from  every  part  of  the 
country  except  beyond  Winberg.  Erasmus,  the  field- command  ant,  has  left  Pretorius;  and 
Potgieter  declares  for  quiet.  But  Pretorius,  who  loves  to  excite  and  render  others  miserable* 
aiming  at  his  own  ambitious  ends,  gets  together  a  body  of  from  700  to  1000  men,  not  heads 
of  families,  but  persons  for  the  most  part  ruined  in  circumstances, — frightens  from  their  homes 
all  families  throughout  the  land,  and  talks  of  war,  and  blood  being  shed.  If  blood  be  shed,  be 
it  on  his  own  ambitious  rebel's  head  !  He  boasts  of  his  moderation  to  Major  Warden ; — if  he 
bad  shed  a  drop  of  blood  at  that  post,  he  would  have  added  the  crime  of  murder  to  that  of 
rebellion. 

Trusting,  in  confidence,  to  the  general  good  feeling,  I  weakened  the  detachment  of  troops 
at  Bloem  Fontein,  because  I  desired  that  you  yourselves  should  govern  yourselves,  and  was 
anxious  not  to  interfere  with  you  by  means  of  soldiers.  Taking  advantage  of  this,  Pretorius, 
with  his  lawless  followers,  dai'es  to  remove  officers  placed  at  Bloem  Fontein  and  the  Caledoa 
River, — styling  himself  commandant-general,  and  bringing  these  followers  to  prove  to  me  that 
the  majority  are  in  favour  of  no  rule.  I  tell  him  that  his  present  adherents  are  either  brought 
from  beyond  the  sovereignty,  or  are  forced  by  intimidation  to  join  him ; — and  I  tell  him,  that 
I  know  that  four-fiflhs^  of  the  people  of  property  are  in  favour  of  the  liberal  government  I  have 
established  for  the  benefit  of  all, — for  Christ's  church,  and  for  peace. 

He  talks  of  bringing  down  black  men  and  more  followers  ameng  the  Boers^  Does  he 
think  to  impose  upon  me  in  this  way  ? 

If  the  men  beyond  Winberg  desired  to  have  their  own  government,  why  did  they  molest 
those  of  Caledon  Kiver  and  Bloem  Fontein  ?  This  insult  shall  be  avenged  by  force  of  arms. 
Then  may  you  trust  to  me,  who  have  shown  myself  a  true  friend  to  you,  to  establish  the  best 
order  of  things.  But  no  armed  party  shall  presume  to  seek  what  I  cannot  listen  to.  Blood 
shall  not  cease  to  flow  until  peace  and  tranquillity  be  established,  and  rebels  driven  out  of  the 
land ;— and  when  women  weep,  you,  rebels,  will  be  the  murderers  of  their  husbands,  sons,  and 
brothers. 

Choose,  therefore,  war  or  peace.  The  one  I  will  vigorously  prosecute ;  the  other  I  will 
secure  for  the  benefit  of  good  men  and  God's  church ; — and  I  will  establish  such  military  posts 
as  shall  not  be  subject  to  insult  in  future. 

Pretorius  is  an  outlaw — a  proscribed  man — and  I  will  never  comnmuicate  with  him ;  the 
proclamation  offering  2000/.  for  his  apprehension  remains  in  full  force. 

Some  of  you  rebels,  I  know,  have  large  sums  of  money  in  the  colony, — beware,  if  you  fire  a 
shot,  lest  I  seize  them  to  assist  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  this  outbreak^  which  you  have  so 
treacherously  and  traitorously  brought  about,  and  in  re-imbursing,  where  possible,  the  good 
men  for  the  losses  they  have  suffered  by  your  invasion,  your  threats,  and  your  robberies. 

The  native  chiefs  are  under  the  sovereignty  of  Her  Majesty,  and  can  make  no  treaty  that  is 
binding  till  ratified  by  Her  Majesty's  representative.  Any  treaties,  therefore,  that  they  may 
have  been  forced  into  by  the  rebels  are  null  and  void. 

As  I  advance  whatever  armed  party  awaits  me  I  shall  regard  as  having  fired  the  first  shot,-* 
and  the  blood  be  on  their  heads ;  thus  murder  and  rebellion  become  united* 
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So  soon  as  I  reach  Winberg  I  will  hear  what  Mjoiheer  Potgeiter  and  all  peaceable  men  RATAL. 

and  loyal  subjects  have  to  represent  to  me  for  the  general  benefit.  

.Colesberg,  dated  17th  August,  1848. 

(Signed)  H.  G.  Smith,  Governor. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner, 

(Signed)  Richard  Southey,  Secretary. 


(No.  147.)  No.  9.  No.  9. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Orange  River,  August  23,  1848. 
My  Lord,  {Received  October  26,  1848.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Executive  Council  at  Natal,  for  the  half  year  ended  30th  June  last. 

I  have,  &c., 
I'he  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grev,  H.  G.  SMITH. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  9.  Encl.  1  in  No.  9. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the   Executive  Council  of  Natal,  for  the  half  year  ending 

30th  June,  1848. 

'*  The  Lieutenant-Governor  lays  on  the  table,  for  the  information  of  the  members,  Meeting  25. 
copies  of  Despatches*  to   and  from  his   Excellency    the    Governor,    with    their   several 
enclosures.*' 


(No.  1.)  Enclosure  2  in  No.  9.  End.  2  in  No.  9. 

Government  House,  Pieter  Maritzberg, 
Sm,  January  17,  1848. 

As  the  last  communication  which  I  have  been  able  to  transmit  by  sea  is  dated  the 
10th  December,  and  my  last,  sent  overland,  the  15th  December,  and  as  there  is  no  certainty 
when  an  opportunity  by  sea  may  be  oflfered,  I  avail  myself  of  the  chance  of  this  Despatch 
reaching  your  Excellency  through  Fakee's  country  by  «ome  return  messengers  from  a 
missionary  station. 

In  my  Despatch  No.  38,  of  the  1st  December,  1  reported  that  a  portion  of  the  force  pro- 
posed to  be  stationed  at  Bushman  s  River  had  marched  to  that  place.  Oo  the  21st  December 
I  received  information  that  some  of  the  Klip  River  farmers  had  forcibly  carried  oflF  four 
children  (three  of  whom  have  been  since  restored)  from  a  native  kraal.  On  this  information, 
I  directed  the  residue  of  the  force,  which  had  been  held  in  readiness,  to  be  advanced  to  the 
same  place,  in  the  hope  that  a  repetition  of  such  outrages  might  be  thus  prevented,  as  also  to 
endeavour,  if  possible,  to  apprehend  the  offenders. 

On  the  3rd  instant  I  received  a  formal  communication  from  Panda,  that  he  had  been 
recently  repeatedly  urged  by  the  leaders  of  the  Klip  River  party  to  join  them  in  an  attack 
upon  the  district,  which  information  has  been  subsequently  confirmed  by  the  Chief  Assegar 
(now  a  prisoner  here),  and  who  states  that  Panda  had  excused  himself  from  sending  an  army 
to  join  the  disaffected,  by  pretending  that  his  army  would  enter  the  lower  part  of  the  dis- 
trict. ' 

The  continued  circulation  of  the  most  alarming  reports  having  succeeded  in  inducing  the 
greater  part  of  the  few  remaining  Dutch  inhabitants  in  the  upper  pkrt  of  the  district  to  croes 
the  boundary,  and  the  intelligence  received  from  the  camp  of  the  disaffected,  as  well  as  the 
lukewarmness  of  the  Dutch  here,  and  their  implicit  belief  in  the  alleged  intention  of  their 
countrymen  to  endeavour  to  reconquer  the  district  by  compelling  Panda  to  assist  them,  toge- 
ther with  renewed  attempts  to  tamper  with  the  fidelity  of  the  natives  within  our  boundary, 
satisfied  me  of  the  expediency  of  recalling  the  detachment,  which  included  all  our  cavalry  and 
field  artillery,  from  Bushman*s  River;  and  the  troops  rejoined  head- quarters  on  the  15th 
instant. 

As  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  might  have  an  unfavourable  effect  upon  Panda's  mind,  I 
have  informed  him,  with  reference  to  his  pretended  intention  of  entering  the  district,  that  they 
were  withdrawn  in  order  to  be  ready  to  move  on  any  point  where  required ;  that  I  believed 
my  proclamation  would  deter  the  Boers  from  attacking  him ;  but  warning  him,  at  the  same 
time,  of  the  position  in  which  he  would  place  himself  by  becoming  an  enemy  to  the  British 
Government. 

The  enclosed  proclamations  and  notices  will  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  further  measures 
resorted  to  by  me,  with  a  view  to  provide  for  the  pubUc  safety. 

*  Two  of  these  Despatches  (Nos.  1,  Jan.  17,  1848;  and  5,  Feb.  24,  from  Lieut-Governor  West  to  Sir  H. 
Smith),  referring  to  tne  proceedings  of  Pretorins  and  the  emigrant  farmers,  are  printed  in  this  Paper. 
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NATAL.  With  my  Despatch  No.  39,  of  the  7th  December,  I  forwarded  a  statement  from  the  Chief 

Zikali,  that  some  ^ise  had  been  made  of  the  name  of  Mr.  A.  W.  J.  Pretorius,  then  on  the  way 
hither  from  Graham's  Town ;  a  second  message  from  the  same  chief,  on  the  24th  December, 
states  that  Pretorius  had  called  on  him  on  his  way,  and  asked  him  whether  he  would  take  part 
with  the  Dutch  or  with  the  Government ;  and  a  third  message,  just  received,  states  that 
Mr.  Pretorius  (who  after  a  short  visit  to  this  place  has  removed  his  family  from  the  district 
and  has  been  recently  followed  by  his  brothers,  who,  Uke  him,  resided  close  to  this  placed  had 
sent  him  a  message  to  declare  against  the  English,  on  pain  of  his  tribe  being  destroyea  and 
their  children  made  slaves.  The  chief  added  that  he  had  received  information  that  Fretorius 
had  personally  proceeded  to  Panda,  in  order  to  secure  his  assistance.  Although  this  informa- 
tion is  not  conclusive  against  Mr.  Pretorius,  I  must  point  out  to  your  Excellency  that  he  has 
placed  himself  in  a  very  suspicious  position;  that  his  influence  over  the  Boers  as  well  as  over 
Panda  is  very  considerable,  and  that  he  is  a  person  of  too  much  judgment  to  commit  himself 
with  the  British  Government,  unless  he  sees  before  him  the  means  of  at  least  a  temporary 
success. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  emigrant  Boers,  if  united  among  themselves,  and  especially 
if  assisted  by  the  Zulus,  have  the  means  of  overunnin^  the  district,  and  of  reducing  the 
European  inhabitants  of  this  place  and  at  the  port  to  considerable  straits,  and  ultimately,  unless 
relieved  by  a  superior  force,  of  reducing  them  by  famine. 

Whether  the  attempt  will  be  actually  made,  I  am  as  yet  unable  to  determine,  but  there 
seems  to  be  no  doubt  on  the  subject  in  me  minds  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that  the  emigrants 
are  collecting  in  considerable  numbers  on  the  frontier,  and  have  identified  themselves  with 
the  cause  of  A.  Spies  and  others,  who  have  avowed  this  intention,  is  certain. 

Should  your  Excellency,  under  these  circumstances,  see  cause  to  direct  reinforcements  of  the 
garrison  here,  I  would  only  beg  to  suggest  that  an  important  effect  might  be  produced  by  the 
advance  of  a  sufficient  force  upon  the  Drankenberg  vid  Colesberg,  and  by  e£fectually  securing 
the  port,  and  especially  the  point  at  Natal,  by  sending  troops  thither  by  sea. 

I  have,  &c., 
His  Excellency  the  Eight  Hon.  the  Grovemor,  (Signed)  M.  West.   , 

Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Enclosure  1  in  Lieut. -Governor  West's  Despatch  No.  1,  of  January  17,  1848. 

Proclamation 

By  his  Honour  Martin  West,  Esq.,  Lieut.-Governor,  administering  the  Government 
of  the  District  of  Natal. 

Whereas  a  message  was  received  by  me  on  the  3rd  day  of  this  month,  from  the 
Zoolah  king  Panda,  communicating  to  me  the  particulars,  supported  by  the  oral  evidence  of 
witnesses,  of  sundry  applications  which  had  been  recently  made  to  him,  by  or  on  the  part  of 
certain  of  the  late  inhabitants  of  the  Klip  River  division  in  this  district,  to  assist  them  and 
others  of  Her  Majestv's  emigrant  subjects  in  a  proposed  attack  upon  this  district,  and  stating 
that  upon  his  positively  refusing  to  assist  in  any  such  attack,  or  to  commit  any  act  contrary  to 
his  engagements  with  the  British  Government,  these  persons  had  used  certain  expressions  from 
which  he  was  led  to  infer  that  some  act  of  hostility  was  contemplated  against  nim,  and  that 
after  his  said  refusal,  these  persons  had  endeavoured  to  excite  disaffection  among  a  portion  of 
his  people,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  take  part  in  their  said  hostile  proceedings. 

And  whereas  the  said  Zoolah  king  has,  in  reporting  these  proceedings  to  me,  claimed  the 
interposition  of  the  British  Government  against  any  sucn  hostile  attempts  on  the  part  of  any  of 
Her  Majesty's  subjects : 

And  whereas  the  said  Zoolah  king  Panda  is  entitled  to  demand  from  me  the  interposition 
which  he  has  claimed  against  the  aggressions  of  any  British  subjects : 

Now,  therefore,  i  do  hereby  warn  all  British  subjects,  whether  residing  in  this  district  or 
beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  same,  against  the  consequences  of  injuring,  or  in  any  way  nno- 
lesting  the  said  Zoolah  king  Panda  or  any  of  his  subjects ;  and  I  hereby  declare  thai  any  of 
Her  Majesty's  subjects  who  may  lend  any  assistance  or  support,  to  the  endeavours  of  these 
persons  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  terntories  of  the  said  Zoolah  king  Panda,  will  thereby 
render  themselves  equally  guilty  with  the  chief  instigators  of  such  proceedings,  and  will,  like 
them,  be  held  to  have  placed  themselves  in  an  attitude  of  resistance  to  Her  Majesty's 
authority. 

God  save  the  Queen  ! 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Public  Seal  of  the  District,  this  4th  dav  of  January, 

1848..  >  J  ^ 

(L.S.)  (Signed)  M.  West. 

By  command  of  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor, 
(Signed)  D.  Moodie, 

Secretary  to  Government 
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Enclosure  2  in  Lieut-Gorernor  West's  Despatdi  No.  1,  of  January  17,  1848. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  directs  the  publication  of  the  following  documents. 
By  command  of  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor, 
(Signed)  D.  Moodik, 

Secretary  to  Government. 
Colonial  Office,  Natal,  January  4,  1848. 

Sir,  Doornkop,  December  23,  1847. 

As  we  feel  ourselves  compelled  to  inform  your  Honour,  that  we  cannot  conceal  from 
your  Honour,  our  request,  if  it  be  possible,  to  withdraw  the  proclamation  published  by  your 
Honour  at  the  Klip  River ;  because  we  hold  ourselves  too  unsafe  in  case  your  Honour  does  not 
do  so.  We  also  think  that  if  your  Honour  withdraws  the  proclamation,  the  greater  part  of  the 
Klip  River  people  will  return,  and  a  great  portion  from  beyond  the  Drakensberg,  who  were 
already  prepared  to  come  in,  who  are  however  by  this  circumstance  again  kept  back. 

And  in  case  your  Honour  does  not  withdraw  the  same,  your  Honour  will  see  a  great  portion 
from  this  side  the  Tugela,  also  compelled  to  leave  the  country. 

Your  Honour  is  also  certain,  as  well  as  all  of  us,  that  it  was  our  breast-work,  as  well  as  for 
the  whole  district. 

Believe  us  that  it  is  of  great  importance  for  our  country  and  people.    Herewith  we  will  con- 
clude, remaining  in  favourable  expectations  and  a  speedy  reply. 

Your  Honour's  obedient  servants, 

(Signed)  Jan  du  Plessis, 

F.  Ferreira, 
To  his  Honour  Martin  West,  Lieutenant-Governor.  and  44  others. 


NATAL. 


Gentlemen,  Colonial  Office,  Natal>  January  4,  1848. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  1st 
instant,  of  your  letter  to  him,  dated  Doornkop,  23rd  December,  1847,  in  which  you  request 
his  Honour,  if  possible,  to  withdraw  the  Proclamation  relative  to  Klip  River,  alleging  that,  if 
this  is  not  done,  you  will  consider  youi  selves  too  unsafe,  and  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  who 
live  on  this  side  of  the  Tugela  will  also  be  compelled  to  leave  the  country,  and  conveying  your 
opinion  that,  if  your  request  is  acceded  to,  and  the  Proclamation  withdrawn,  the  greater  part 
of  the  Klip  River  people  will  return,  as  well  as  others  from  beyond  the  Drakensbei^,  who 
were  preparing  to  return  but  have  been  deterred. 

I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  entirely  agrees  with  you  in 
deeming  the  occupation  of  the  Klip  River  division  an  object  of  great  importance  to  the  welfare 
and  general  security  of  this  district,  and  that  the  advance  of  a  strong  military  force  to  your 
neighbourhood,  as  well  as  the  Government  notices  of  the  I6th  and  30th  ultimo,  announcing 
the  measures  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  occupy  and  secure  that  portion  of  the  district,  will  he 
trusts  satisfy  you  that  he  deeply  sympathises  with  the  situation  of  the  well-disposed  inhabitants, 
since  the  recent  abandonment  of  the  Klip  River  country,  and  the  mischievous  alarms  which 
havebeen  circulated  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  inducing  them  to  quit  their  farms  and  abandon 
the  district ;  and  I  am  further  to  inform  you,  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  will  be  prepared  to 
give  favourable  consideration  to  any  reasonable  proposition  that  may  be  made  to  him  for 
affording  confidence  and  a  sense  of  security  to  the  inhabitants,  and  thus  removing  any  supposed 
necessity  for  their  abandoning  the  district. 

I  am  now  to  explain  to  you,  that  the  Proclamation  to  which  it  is  presumed  that  you  allude, 
offered  to  certain  British  subjects  who  had  endeavoured  to  procure  the  aid  of  a  foreign  power  in 
establishing  themselves  within  British  territory  in  opposition  to  Her  Majesty's  authority,  a  full 

Srdon  for  their  offences,  upon  the  necessary  and  reasonable  condition  of  their  recognizing  Her 
ajesty's  authority,  by  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

This  offer,  as  you  are  well  aware,  was  met  by  a  rejection  of  the  condition,  by  a  new  appli- 
cation to  the  same  foreign  power  for  support  and  assistance,  by  abandonment  of  the  district, 
and  by  the  circulation  of  reports  that  the  same  parties  who  had  desired  pardon  for  their  former 
offences  had  succeeded  in  their  attempts  to  induce  this  foreign  power  to  invade  the  district,  and 
that  they  had  actually  made  this  attempt  is  further  confirmed  by  a  message  just  received  from 
the  Zulu  chief  Panda,  in  which  he  states  that  he  has  positively  and  repeatedly  refused  to 
comply  with  the  urgent  requests  of  these  persons  that  he  should  invade  the  district,  and  that  he 
will  continue  faithful  to  his  engagements  with  the  British  Government. 

Were  it  within  the  power  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  recall  these  acts  of  certain  of  the 
late  inhabitants  of  Klip  River,  whom  he  has  been  for  many  months  vainly  endeavouring  to 
awaken  to  a  just  sense  of  their  duties  and  interests,  as  well  as  to  those  of  their  fellow  colonists, 
roost  gladly  would  he  avail  himself  of  that  power,  but  he  trusts  that  it  will,  upon  consideration, 
be  obvious  to  you,  that  to  recal  the  Proclamation  in  which  forgiveness  was  offered  for  some  of 
those  acts  could  have  no  useful  effect  under  the  circumstances,  as  the  conduct  of  such  of  the 
parties  as  have  not  complied  with  the  condition  of  the  Proclamation  has  already  nullified  it, 
and  given'to  it  the  same  effect  as  if  it  were  withdrawn. 

To  recal,  on  the  other  hand,  the  condition  of  that  Proclamation,  and  to  invite  persons  to 
return  to  the  district  who  have  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Her  Majesty,  and  who 
have  followed  up  their  refusal  by  such  acts  as  have  been  stated,  is  a  course  which  his  Honour 
cannot  believe  woidd  be  proposed  to  him  by  any  one  who  had  duly  reflected  upon  the  conse- 
quences of  such  a  proceeding. 

F 
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NATAL.  The  Lieut  eoont-Governor  would  therefore  desire  to  direei  die  attention   of  all  who  are 

interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  district,  to  the  necessity  of  rallying  round  their  lawful  Govern- 
ment, in  order  to  give  full  efficiency  to  such  means  of  restoringthe  confidence  of  the  inhabitants 
as  may  still  be  available  to  bis  HotKHtr,  consistently  with  his  public  duty. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  D.  Moodie,  Secretary  to  Government. 

Messrs.  Jan  du  Plessis,  F.  Ferreira, 
and  44  others. 


Enclosure  3  in  Lieut. -Governor  West's  Despatch,  No.  1,  of  January  17,  1848. 

PROCLMfA.TION 

By  his  Honour  Martin  West,  Esq.,  Lieut.-Governor,  administering  the  Government 

of  the  District  of  Natal. 

Whereas  divers  aggressions  have  been  recently  connnitted  by  British  sid)jec(s  against 
natives  peaceably  residing  within  this  district,  and  whereas  it  has  been  reported  to  me,  upoD 
credible  information,  that  sundry  ill-disposed  British  subjects  have  for-  some  tinie  past  l^en 
endeavouring  to  incite  others  to  assist  them  in  a  general  attack  upon  the  said  natives,  for  the 
purpose  of  e£fecting  their  total  expulsion  or  destruction: 

And  whereas  the  said  natives  are  by  their  residence  within  the  Briti^  territory^  as  well  as 
by  their  general  fidelity  to  the  Government,  and  their  peaceable  demeanor  towards  the  other 
inhabitants,  especially  entitled  to  all  the  protection  that  can  be  afforded  to  them : 

Now,  therefore,  I  do  hereby  proclaim  and  make  known  that  all  British  subjects  who  may 
proceed  to  any  actual  attack  upon  the  said  natives  will  be  regarded  and  treated  as  rebels* 

And  I  do  further  declare  and  make  known,  that  though  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  possible 
consequences  of  arming  the  said  natives  for  their  own  defence,  and  though  it  will  be  with  the 
utmost  reluctance  that  I  shall  yield  to  ttie  necessity,  should  that  necessity  unfortunately  arise^ 
of  directing  the  hostility  of  the  natives  against  any  portion  of  the  white  inhabitants,  I  shall, 
notwithstanding,  not  hesitate,  upon  the  first  certain  intsAligence  that  any  actual  attack  has  beoa 
made  upon  the  said  natives,  to  put  into  their  hands  such  a  supply  of  fire-arms  and  amHuiBitioii 
as,  with  such  assistance,  and  Under  such  directions  as  it  may  be  practicable  to  give  them,  vnlh 
I  trust,  enable  them  to  repel  all  such  attacks. 

And  I  do  hereby  further  declare,  that  in  the  event  of  its  becoming  necessary  so  to  arm  the 
said  natives,  I  shall  use  my  utmost  endeavours  to  confine  their  operations  to  self-defence,  and 
to  the  pursuit  and  punishment  of  the  actual  aggressors,  but  that,  as  I  am  well  aware  that  it 
will  not  be  possible,  in  all  cases,  to  chedc  the  animosity  which  such  attacks  may  create,  or  to 
limit  the  vengeance  of  the  natives  to  its  legitimate  objects,  I  do  hereby  warn  all  peaceably^ 
disposed  persons,  whether  within  or  beyond  the  boundaries  of  this  district,  to  separate  them:* 
selves  as  widely  as  possible  from  the  encampments  of  such  persons  as  nuiy,  notwithstandiai^ 
this  Proclamation,  continue  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  making  any  attack  upon  the  naltves^ 
or  otherwise  disturbing  the  peace  of  this  district. 

And  I  do  hereby  further  warn  all  other  persons,  assembled  together  merely  for  mutual  pro* 
tection,  and  not  for  any  unlawful  purpose,  and  whether  within  or  beyond  the  boundaries  of  this 
district,  to  inform  me  without  delay  of  the  precise  situation  of  every  such  en(»mipment,  and  ^ 
the  numbers  and  names  of  the  persona  so  assembled,  in  order  that  I  may,  as  far  aa  passible^ 
cause  the  natives  to  be  instructed  to  discriminate  betweai  suofa  peaeeably-dispeatd  persoaft  aad 
the  actual  aggressors. 

God  save  thb  QjtJBEN ! 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  public  seal  of  the  district,  at  Pieter  Maritzbergv  this 
ISth  day  of  January,  1848. 

(L.S.)  (Signed)  M.  West. 

By  command  of  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor, 

(Signed)  D.  Moodie,  Secretary  to  Government. 


Enclosure  4  in  Lieut.-Governor  West's  Despatch,  No.  1,  of  January  17,  1848^ 

Government  Notice. 

At  the  request  of  the  inhabitants  who  have  expressed  their  willingness  and  desire  to 
co-operate  with  the  Government  in  the  defence  of  their  families  and  property,  in  the  event  of 
any  attack  upon  this  place,  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor  has  been  pleased  to  sanction 
and  direct  the  following  meeisures : — 

1.  The  resident  magistrate,  as  chief  commandant,  mth  the  assistance  of  the  commandants, 
will  oi^anize  a  burgher  force,  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  this  town. 

2.  The  resident  magistrate  will  recommend  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  for  the  appoint- 
ment  of  commandants,  such  persons  as  may  be  elected  by  the  burghers  when  enrolled* 

3.  The  commandants  so  appointed  will  consult  with  the  resident  ma^strate  as  to  the  spots 
to  be  selected  for  concentration,  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  detence  of  the  town. 

4.  The  resident  magistrate  will  report  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  upon  such  place  or 
places  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commandants,  are  most  suitable  for  securing  the  cattle  of  the 
inhabitants. 

5.  The  resident  magistrate  will  report  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  the  names  of  sudi  persons 
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as  may  not  enrd  themselves  for  the  defence  of  .the  town,  and  he  will  not  permit  any  assem-  NATAL, 

blages  of  persons  who  have  not  duly  enrolled  themselves. 

By  command  of  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor, 

(Signed)  D.  Moodib,  Secretary  to  Government. 

Colonial  Office,  Natal,  January  14,  1S48. 


NoTicc 


All  persons  residing  in,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  this  town,  are  required  to  enrol  them- 
selves at  this  office  in  the  burgher  force  now  organizing  for  the  protection  of  the  town.  The 
names  of  such  persons  as  may  not  so  enrol  themselves  will  be  submitted  to  Government. 

(Signed)  Waltee  Haedino, 

Resident  Magistrate's  Office,  Besident  Magistrate,  Chief  Commandant. 

Pieter  Mantzberg,  January  14,  1848. 


(No.  5.)  Encbsure  3  in  No.  1 1.  End.  3  in  No.  9. 

Government  House,  Pieter  Maritzburg, 
Sia,  February  24,  1848. 

In  order  to  continue  the  history  of  events  since  my  Despatch  of  the  7th  December, 
No.  39,  I  beg  to  enclose  two  messages  sent  by  the  chief  Zikali  to  the  officers  in  command  of 
the  party  lat^y  stationed  at  Bushman  s  River,  two  messages  sent  to  the  Diplomatic  Agent 
(one  from  Zikali,  and  the  other  from  the  chief  Nodada),  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  A. 
W.  J.  Pretorius,  and  a  letter  addressed  by  Mr.  D.  C.  Tochey  to  the  Secretary  to  Government, 
relative  to  the  intercourse  between  some  of  the  emigrant  Boers  with  Panda,  as  well  as  with 
natives  residing  in  the  district, 

I  also  ^u^lose  three  declarations,*  obtained  by  the  Crown  Prosecutor  and  Diplomatic  Agent,  *  Pages  39, 40,41. 
relative  to  recent  aggressions  of  the  most  serious  character,  alleged  to  have  been  conunitted 
upon  native  tribes  by  some  of  the  emigrant  farmers  beyond  the  boundary. 

As  a  Despatch  forwarded  overland  in  duplicate  on  ihe  17th  January  (No.  1*)  may  have  *  See  pages  31, 32, 
miscarried,  I  now  transmit  a  triplicate,  as  also  of  the  enclosures  referred  to  in  that  Despatch,  ^^* 
being — Ist.  My  Proclamation  of  the  4th  January,  consequent  upon  the  threats  of  the  emigrant 
Boers  to  attack  Panda  unless  he  would  attack  this  district.  2nd.  A  Government  Notice  of  the 
same  date,  publishing  a  correspondence  explanatory  of  my  reasons  for  declininc  to  withdraw  my 
Proclamation  of  the  25th  October.  3ra.  A  Government  Notice  of  the  30th  December, 
announcing  the  measures  recommended  by  my  Executive  Council,  though  contrary  to  my  own 
opinion,  for  the  occupation  of  the  Klip  River  country;  and  4th.  My  Proclamation  of  the  13th 
Jasuary,  iatimating  ray  intention  to  arm  the  natives  in  their  own  defenee,  should  that  measure 
be  found  neeessary. 

I  feel  it  due  to  myself  to  forward  these  documents,  in  order  to  continue  the  history  of  events, 
and  that  the  grounds  of  the  course  of  policy  pursued  by  me  up  to  the  date  of  your  Excellency's 
arrival  in  the  district  may  be  sufficiently  understood. 

Ihave,  &c. 
His  Excellency  the  Administrator  of  the  Government,  (Signed)  M.  West. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope. 


Enclosure  1  in  Lieut.-Governor  West's  Despatch,  No.  5,  of  February  24,  1848. 

Statbm BKT  made  by  Usikali  to  Capt.  F.  Campbbll,  C.  M.  K.,  through  his  messengers, 
named  Umhayane  and  Manrone,  on  the  24th  December,  1847>  at  Gamp,  Bushmaa's  River, 
for  the  information  of  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Natal. 

Akdries  Pretorius,  the  Boer  commandant,  called  at  my  kraal  on  or  about  the  I7th 
of  the  present  month,  and  asked  me  if  I  wanted  to  stay  on  the  ground  I  now  occupy.  He  then 
told  me  the  Zoolus  were  coming  into  the  colony.  I  then  asked  what  the  Zoolus  would  come 
to  me  for,  as  I  had  no  cattle. 

Pretorius  then  said  that  Panda  was  seiding  for  deserters  from  his  tiibe  and  cattle. 

A.  Pretorius  then  asked  why  I  did  not  drive  the  missionary  out  of  my  country.  My  answer 
was,  because  the. ground  belongs  to  the  English  Government,  and  the  missionary  is  sent  by 
them. 

Pretorius  then  asked  Umsikali  on  which  ude  he  intended  to  stand,  whether  on  the  English 
or  Boer  side.     I  said  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  either  Dutch  or  Zoolu. 
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Enclosure  2  in  Lieut.-Goveraor  West's  Despatch^  No.  5,  February  24,  1848. 

Statement  ofSAiCALrs  messenger,  made  to  Major  Cooper,  at  Bushman's  Rirer^  11th  Ja- 
nuary, 1848,  interpretai  by  G.  Rudolph. 

The  undersigned,  Paswau  and  Amswendili,  messengers  from  Osekali,  stale  that 
A.  W.J.  Pretorius  has  caused  him  to  be  asked  for  whom  he  is  for,  the  Boors  or  the  English, 
and  that  if  for  the  English,  he  must  change,  or  he  will  destroy  him  and  his  people,  and  make 
slaves  of  their  children,  for  there  will  soon  be  much  bloodshed  here.  We  have  aUo  heard  from 
the  Kafir  Tynelaan,  from  the  river  Omlambelu,  over  the  Tugela,  that  A.  Pretorius  has  gone  to 
Panda  to  ask  him  in  what  relations  he  now  stands  to  the  Boers,  for  he  roust  know  th^  they 
placed  him  upon  the  throne,  and  therefore  he  also  must  be  faithful  to  them  in  this  war  against 
the  English  Government. 

thrir 

(Signed)  Paswau,         x 

Amswende,    X 

mmrki. 


Enclosure  3  in  Lieut-Govenior  West's  Despatch,  No.  5,  of  February  24,  1848. 

Statement  on  oath  made  before  Theophilus  Shbpstone,  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
Diplomatic  Agent  for  the  District  of  Natal,  by  Macniowane,  brother  to  the  chief  Zikali, 
residing  in  this  district. 

About  three  months  back  I  was  at  home,  and  saw  what  I  thought  was  a  waggon  going 
in  the  direction  of  my  garden.     I  ran  to  meet  it  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  driver  the 

))roper  waggon-road,  and  to  prevent  it  from  going  through  my  garden.  When  I  got  to  it  I 
bund  it  was  Andries  Pretorius'  cart,  drawn  by  four  white  oxen.  Pretorius  asked  me  the  news. 
I  replied  I  did  not  know  the  news.  He  replied,  ''I  find  all  my  people  removing ;  how  is  it  you 
do  not  know  the  news  ?''  I  said  I  did  not  know  it.  He  then  asked  me  where  Zikali  was.  I 
told  him  I  did  not  know,  as  I  came  from  my  own  kraal.  I  then  left  him,  and  went  and  told 
Zikali  who  it  was,  and  what  had  passed.  Zikali  said,  "  The  Diplomatic  Agent  has  given  me 
instructions  to  use  every  means  to  gain  information ;  this  is  a  good  opportunity  of  obtaining  it, 
I  will  go  and  meet  him."  He  did  so.  Zikali  saluted  Pretorius,  who  returned  it,  and  said,  **  Do 
you  still  know  me?*'  Pretorius  asked  Zikali  the  same  questions  he  had  put  to  me,  and  received 
the  same  answers.  He  used  the  terra  "  my  people,"  in  allusion  to  the  Boers,  to  Zikali  also. 
He  then  said,  '^  As  Panda  is  coming  to  take  all  his  cattle  away  this  year,  what  do  you  intend 
to  do?"  Zikali  replied  he  had  no  cattle  that  belonged  to  Panda;  he  lived  upon  his  mealies 
and  corn.  Pretorius  said,  "  You  know  the  English  get  into  their  holes  when  they  isee  an 
enemy,"  Zikali  replied,  *'  I  have  never  fought  with  them,  so  do  not  know."  Pretorius  said, 
''  But  what  will  you  do  when  we  fight  with  them  ?'*  ZikaU  replied,  ''  I  do  not  understand 
fighting  with  white  men ;  I  shall  stay  where  I  am."  Pretorius  said  he  must  declare  on  which 
side  he  would  be,  whether  on  that  of  the  English  or  the  Boers.  ZikaU  evaded  this  question. 
Pretorius  then  said,  •*  Who  gave  you  this  country  ?"  Zikali  replied,  '*  The  chief  did."  Pre- 
torius said,  '*  What  chief  ?"  Zikali  replied,  *^  You  know  as  well  as  I  do.*'  Pretorius  made 
no  reply  to  this,  but  said,  ^*  I  have  been  away  three  months.  I  have  seen  the  principal  Boers 
over  the  mountains,  and  they  are  coming  down  to  fight  the  English."  Zikali  made  no  remark 
to  this.  Pretorius  then  asked  what  house  that  was,  i)ointing  to  a  chapel  Zikali's  people  were 
building,  for  Mr.  Posselt  to  hold  service  in.  Zikali  told  him  what  it  was.  He  rephed,  *' Why 
do  you  not  drive  them  away?"  Zikali  said  he  was  his  teacher,  and  a  white  man;  he  did  not 
know  how  to  drive  away  a  white  man;  he  was  also  given  him  by  the  chief.  Pretorius  might 
drive  him  away,  but  he,  Zikali,  dare  not.  Pretorius  made  no  reply  to  this,  but  asked  Zikali 
for  men  to  assist  him  to  drive  his  cattle  from  the  Bushman's  River  over  the  Draakensberg,  as  he 
intended  to  remove  his  family  and  all  he  had  immediately.  Zikali  said  he  had  no  people  to 
spare  for  that  purpose.  Pretorius  pressed  him  for  men,  but  Zikali  excused  himself,  and  returned 
home,  leaving  Pretorius  to  go  on  his  way.  This  occurred  when  Pretorius  was  returning  from 
over  the  mountains,  and  before  he  had  removed  his  family  and  cattle  across  the  Tugela,  where 
he  is  now. 

A  Hottentot  interpreted  for  me,  but  when  Zikali  spoke  to  Pretorius,  a  young  Boer  who  spoke 
Kafir  interpreted.     1  was  present,  and  heard  the  conversation  with  Zikali. 

bis 
(Signed)  Macnigwanb,       x 

mark. 

Before  me,  at  Pieter  Maritzberg,  January  28,  1848. 

(Signed)  J.  Shepstone,  J.  P., 

Diplomatic  Agent. 


Enclosure  4  in  Lieut.-Governor  West's  Despatch,  No.  5,  of  February  24,  1848. 

Statemknt  of  Jupana,  messenger  from  Zikali,  to  the  Diplomatic  Agent,  January  28,  1848. 

I  AM  sent  by  Zikali,  to  accompany  his  brother  Macnigwane,  to  represent  the  circum- 
stances in  which  he  is  placed.     He  had  made  every  arrangement  to  send  his  women  and 
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children,  and  catile,  out  of  that  part  of  the  country,  and  was  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  NATAL. 

the  return  of  the  Diplomatic  Agent's  messenger  for  this  purpo^,  when  the  evening  before  a 

message  arrived  from  Pretorius  by  Ishotsha>  one  of  Zikali*s.  own  men  in  the  service  of  a  Boer, 

named  Hans.     The  Tugela  was  very  full.     Pretorius  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and 

Hans  on  this.     Pretorius  called  across  the  river  to  Hans,  to  tell  him  to  send  a  message  to 

Zikali  to  tell  him  to  declare  himself  immediately,  and  that  if  they  dared  to  remove  to  go 

nearer  Pieter  Maritzberg ;  the  valleys  through  which  he  might  attempt  to  pass  should  stream 

with  blood,  as  all  communication  was  now  closed.     This  prevented  Zikali  from  coming  away 

with  his  families  and  property  as  he  intended.     Zikali  does  not  fear  for  himself,  if  he  could 

but  place  his  wives,  children,  and  cattle  in  a  safe  place,  he  would  occupy  his  country  with  his 

men.    On  our  way  down  to  this  we  are  obliged  to  use  all  sorts  of  deception  to  come  through. 

We  passed  seven  waggons  of  Pretorius*s  brothers.     Umhiaba  one  of  our  number,  Zikaii^s 

nephew,  went  to  the  waggons.     One  of  the  Pretorius*8  asked  him  where  he  was  going  to ;  he 

told  him  he  was  going  to  another  Kafir  kraal  to  fetch  his  wife  and  cattle  ;  he  told  him  not  to 

^o^  as  all  communication  was  stopped.     Umhiaba  thanked  him  for  the  information,  and  said 

he  should  benefit  by  it ;  the  Boer  then  said,  Zikali  must  not  dare  to  send  messengers  to  Pieter 

Maritzberg,  even  one,  two^  or  three  would  be  found  out. 

hii 
(Signed)  Jupana  x 

mark. 
In  my  presence, 

(Signed)  T.  Shepstone,  J.P.,  Diplomatic  Agent. 


Enclosure  5  in  Lieut-Governor  West's  Despatch,  No.  5,  of  February  24,  1848. 

Statement  of  Umbokirana>  messenger  sent  by  the  Chief  Nodada,  of  this  District,  to  the 

Diplomatic  Agent,  January  19, 1848. 

I  AM  sent  by  my  chief,  Nodada,  to  report  the  following  circumstances.  Eight  days 
back  Galonkulu  (A.  W.  Pretorius)  passed  the  place  of  Andries  Spies  from  Panda  to  the 
Plaatberg;  he  had  with  him  Girt  Niekirk,  and  Stuurman  as  interpreter.  He  there  met  a 
Kafir  formerly  of  Job's  tribe,  but  latterly  in  the  service  of  the  Klip  River  Boers,  and  now 
residing  on  one  of  their  forsaken  farms — this  man's  name  is  Umfetu.  Pretorius  told  him  to 
eo  to  Nodada,  and  desire  him  to  prepare  his  place  of  refuge  with  the  English ;  that  he  must 
dig  a  hole  large  enough  to  put  himself,  his  wives^  and  children  in.  Umfetu  asked  whether  it 
was  really  Pretorius  who  was  speaking.  Stuui*man,  the  interpreter,  opened  his  (Pretorius's) 
hand  and  said,  "  Do  you  not  see  the  wound  he  received  from  the  Hlambehlu  Zulu  regiment?" 
Umfetu  said,  "  Am  I  to  say  I  am  sent  by  Galonkulu  (Pretorius)?"  Stuurman  said,  "  Yes, 
he  is  known  by  his  wound." 

This  was  all  the  message  or  information  Umfetu  received  and  brought.  Hans  De  Lange 
returned  before  Pretorius  to  the  Plaatberg ;  this  is  all  the  message  I  am  charged  with  from 
Nodada. 

The  reports  current  in  our  part  of  the  country  relative  to  Hans  de  Lange  are,  that  he  went 
to  Panda's  kraal  and  slept  there  two  nights ;  that  he  then  got  permission  to  go  and  fetch  his 
establishment  that  was  in  the  Zulu  country,  and  take  it  away  with  him ;  he  was,  however,  de- 
sired to  retimi  by  way  of  Panda's  kraal.  In  the  mean  time  he  received  a  private  warning  from 
some  person  that  he  had  better  not  go  again  to  Panda,  as  it  was  intended  to  kill  him,  because 
Panda  said  he  always  deceived  him.  In  consequence  of  this  warning,  Hans  De  Lange  got 
away  as  soon  as  he  could  out  of  the  Zulu  country,  without  again  going  to  Panda. 

It  is  also  said  that  his  house  on  the  Klip  River  is  being  prepared  for  him  to  come  and  re- 
occupy  it.     These  are,  however,  reports  that  I  cannot  vouch  for. 
Delivered  to  me, 

(Signed)  T.  Shepstone,  Diplomatic  Agent. 


Enclosure  6  in  Lieut.-Govcmor  West's  Despatch,  No.  5,  of  February  24,  1848. 
(Copy  of  Translation.) 
Sir,  ^  Dongela,  January  26,  1848. 

I  HAVE  vainly,  during  almost  two  years,  by  words  as  well  as  by  letters,  tried  to 
dissuade  you  from  the  irrevocable  evil  which  now  threatens  this  land ;  when  I  saw  that  you 
gave  no  hearing,  and  that  the  evil  was  unavoidable,  I  have  not  spared  my  body  for  a  long 
journey,  leaving  my  family  behind  unprotected,  in  order  to  get  better  redress,  but  alas  !  alas ! 
here  we  are  oppressed  and  hunted  away. 

Sir  Henry  Pottinger  would  neither  see  nor  hear  us,  I  came  back  again  with  an  equally 
oppressed  mind ;  but  when  I  was  still  50  or  60  hours  on  horseback  from  my  relations,  I 
received  a  report  from  my  family  that  they  were  all  flying.  When  I  came  nearer  the  village 
where  my  children  were  busy  harvesting,  1  found  there  was  a  great  body  of  Kafirs  assembled 
together,  who  were  to  remain  in  readiness  to  afford  quick  assistance.  When  I  heard  of  this 
and  considered  it ;  when  I  look  back  at  the  treaty  of  which  there  is  now  so  much  spoken,  that 
we  were  to  be  protected  by  savage  murderers,  by  furious  Kafirs,  whom  we  evidently  see,  and 
who  were  our  enemies ;  are  we  then  to  be  protected  by  them,  who  have  driven  us  from  our 
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NATAL.  valuable  dwellings,  and  oppressed  and  hunted  us ;  if  this  is  to  be  the  gracious  protection  which 

"■^  was  promised  to  us,  no,  rather  the  wilderness  of  South  Africa. 

Sir,  I  cannot  describe  to  your  Honour,  or  to  the  world,  all  the  miseries  and  privations  in 
which  you  plunge  us. 

I  am  only  so  free  as  to  send  to  your  Honour  these  couple  of  lines,  to  inform  you  that  way 
farms  and  properties,  upon  which  you  will  not  or  cannot  protect  me,  and  for  which  I  have 
sacrificed  property  and  blood  for  myself  or  for  my  posterity,  will  remain  lying  without  fortiier 
expense,  or  until  better  days  shall  eon»  for  us  poor  African  fanners  than  the  present,  which 
ar6  much  too  haid  or  too  gloomy  (br  as;  but  we  can  now  wash  our  hands  fraety,  fior  what  can 
we  do  more. 

I  have,  ftc*, 
(Signed)  A.  W.  J.  pRBTOBnjs. 

To  his  Honour  the  Lieut.-Govemor/M.  West. 


Enclosure  7  in  Lieut.-Governor  West's  Despatch,  Na  5,  of  February  24, 1848. 
Dear  Sin,  luyatikazi,  February  2,  1848. 

I  neo  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of  his  Honour  the  Lieut.-Governor,  that  I 
arrived  on  the  banks  east  of  the  Tugela,  on  Friday,  the  21st  ultimo,  aad  found  the  river  full; 
but  after  being  kept  until  the  80th,  I  then  succeeded  in  crossing  by  the  mouth,  all  the  drifts 
being  impassable,  and  even  at  the  mouth  the  passage  being  difficult  and  dangerous  in  the 
extreme.  I  arrived  at  Mahleki*s  kraals  on  the  1st  January,  1848,  when  I  heard  that  J.  de 
Lange,  and  his  man,  Umkonto,  were  at  Schleppen,  endeavouring  to  negociate  for  the  farmers. 
I  proceeded  forward,  and  on  the  6th  day  of  January,  early  p.m.,  I  arrived  at  Schleppen,  when 
I  immediately  had  an  audience  of  Panda,  in  the  presence  of  some  of  his  principal  chieflains. 

Panda  thanked  me  before  his  induonas  (councillors),  for  having  sent  to  him  the  message  you 
wrote  of.  He  said  it  had  saved  him  from  an  egregious  mistake,  and  had  prevented  him  from 
comine  in  collision  with  the  English,  for  he  was  preparing  his  "  amabootoo'  (soldiers)  to  s^xl 
to  the  Urazinyati. 

He  complained  that  the  farmers  were  sending  continually,  uegiog  him  to  invade  Natal ;  but 
he  says  that  be  ''koozas''  (acknowledges  fealty)  to  Cheka*s  bouse, — the  Amazwazi  "  konza*" 
to  the  Boers! 

He,  Panda,  is  Englishman's  friend,  and  thev  are  his  friends.  He  will  never  do  anything 
against  the  English,  out  always  will  be  their  allies. 

Panda  then  thanked  me  for  keeping  his  messengers,  who  were  detained  by  the  Tugela,  and 
said  he  had  sent  for  me  to  consult,  ai^  also  to  give  me  his  thanks  for  what  I  had  done  for  his 
messengers  when  at  the  Tugela,  and  saying,  '•  there  were  his  thanks,"  pointing  to  13 
elephants'  tusks,  withall  250  lbs. ;  for  which  1  thanked  him,  and  presented  him  with  three 
pieces  of  red  baize,  costing,  in  all,  30/. 

Panda  then  introduced  me  to  Malamboola,  Sapoosa's  son,  (the  one  who  has  separated  him- 
self from  Muswazi,  and  now  acknowledges  feaJty  to  Panda.)  Panda  states  that  he  has 
returned  to  him  and  his  people  all  the  cattle  taken  from  the  Amazwazi.  On  the  7th,  at  mid- 
day, T  had  another  interview  with  Panda,  when  he  desired  me  to  tell  his  Honour  that  his  heart 
was  white  towards  the  English ;  also  that  Pretorius  and  two  people  are  now  close  by  and 
coming  to  see  him,  therefore  that  I  was  to  proceed  upon  my  path,  and  sleep  at  the  ^'  mus- 
sango  "  (gate)  of  Schleppen,  Maku's,  close  by ;  to  which  place  be  would  send  to  tell  me>  for 
the  information  of  his  Honour,  all  that  Pretorius  might  have  to  say,  and  he  begged  me  to 
write  it  down,  and  forward  it  to  his  Honour,  and  to  assure  him  of  his  continued  constancy 
towards  the  English. 

He  then,  and  all  his  chiefs,  enjoined  my  speedy  return  for  Natal.  They  say  my  presence  is 
of  the  greatest  use,  keeping  away  all  thoughts  of  danger  from  the  people,  and  all  fear  of  the 
farmers.  I  promised  to  return  as  soon  as  possible,  and  then  took  my  leave,  and  went  with  my 
waggon  to  *'  Maku's,"  about  400  yards  from  the  kraal  of  Schleppen,  where  I  waited  the  result 
of  Panda's  interview  with  Pretorius.  He  arrived  at  Schleppen  soon  after  I  left,  and  had  an 
interview  with  Panda  early  on  the  8th  instant.  I  heard  one  of  the  people  with  Pretorius  was 
Umkonto.  1  therefore  inquired  among  my  people  for  one  who  was  unknown  to  Umkonto, 
and  found  one,  a  very  keen  man,  for  my  purpose,  and  I  sent  him  to  sit  amongst  the  king's 
servants  and  chiefs  at  the  audience,  that  he  might  hear  what  passed.  The  interpreter  was 
Tander,  and  not  Umkonto,  and  he  happened  to  know  my  man  well  of  old  time  in  the  Zoolah 
country,  and  did  not  know  him  as  a  "  Natalaist;"  therefore  he  was  entirely  unreserved  to  him 
in  his  communications,  which  confirmed  the  following  message  ex  Tamboosa,  at  3  p.m.  Panda 
requests  me  to  write  down  and  forward  to  his  Honour  the  following ;  viz..  That  Pretorius  and 
one  other  farmer,  and  Tander  as  interpreter,  had  arrived.  Pretorius  said  he  was  killed ;  the 
farmers  were  all  killed  by  Englishmen.  Panda  was  too  late !  Englishmen  had  sent  an  army 
to  Unyoyes  (Amanzinyati).     [^r.  T.  must  mean  Bushman's  River.] 

Pretorius  then  asked,  or  complained  rather,  that  Panda  had  given  the  Boers  farms  or 
places  o  :  s:  (other  side)  Buffalo  river  to  the  English,  after  having  sold  or  granted  it  to  the 
farmers.  Pretorius  then  demanded  an  explicit  answer  from  Panda  to  the  followiug  query : — 
'^  Did  Panda  eonsider  himself  under  the  English,  or  in  alliance  with  the  farmers  r'  as  by  his 
Panda's  answer,  the  farmers  would  guide  themselves.  Panda  answered,  that  he  acknowledged 
fealty,  as  Chaka  did,  to  the  English,  and  how  could  he  grant  land  to  the  farmers,  which  he  had 
granted  long  before,  through  Mr.  Cloete,  to  the  English. 

Pretorius  then  took  his  leave  in  anger,  and  immediately  left  Schleppen,  but  first  tried  to 
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find  out  whose  waggon  it  was  which  was  outspanwed  by  Maku*s.     About  one  week  after,  two  NATAI*. 

other  Tanners  arrived  at  Schleppen  upon  the  same  errand  as  Pretorius,  and  fared  the  same. 
My  information  is  from  a  man  who  was  working  at  the  king's  house  during  the  interview. 

The  substance  of  the  information  obtained  by  ray  man  from  Tander,  the  interpreter  of  Pre- 
torius is,  that  the  Origstad  farmers  have  taken  the  Swazles  under  their  protection ;  that  the 
farmers  are  determined  to  drive  Englishmen  into  the  se^  (his  house),  and  if  Panda  joins  the 
Boers,  the  Swazies  and  the  Zoolaha  will  have  ne  trouble  in  doing  so,  being  much  too  strong 
for  the  Englishmen,,  but  if  Panda  will  not  join  the  Boors,  then  they  and  the  Swazies  will  invade 
Panda,  and  retake  all  the  Swazies*  cattle,  and  also  punish  him. 

Throughout  the  Zoolah  country  I  have  heard  the  above  confirmed  ;  also^  that  two  farmers, 
accompanied  by  one  of  the  Swazies,  have  been  spying  the  paths,  looking  out  where  fit  for 
horses,  and  where  waggons  can  ride  between  the  Swazies'  country  and  Panda's  principal  kraals. 
The  Zookhs,  and  especially  the  Fetwas,  are  lying  upon  their  assegais,  anxiously  watching  the 
course  of  events.  All  the  principal  cattle  are  sent  seaward,  with  the  intention  (should  an 
attack  be  made)  of  trekking  to  Natal  with  their  wives  and  children,  whilst  the  warriors  wiU 
stand  a  brush  with  the  Boers  and  Swazies,  and  if  successful,  recal  the  people  and  property ;  if 
not,  they  will  also  fall  back  upon  us.  Such  is  the  substance  of  the  information  which  I  have 
been  enabled  to  collect,  and  his  Honour  may  rest  assured,  that  amount  the  Zoolahs,  and  espe- 
cially the  Fetwas  and  all  die  small  tribes,  there  is  but  one  feeling — that  of  wishing  and  hoping 
for  alliance  and  friendship  with  the  English.  They  would  ^'  konza  "  under  the  Government  if 
they  could,  and  they  have  a  detestation  of  the  farmers.  They  say  Englishmen  pays  for  every- 
thing.    Boers  take  their  children  and  food  away,  and  abuse  them  besides. 

Should  Panda  himself  wish  to  join  the  farmers,  and  his  wish  transpire,  it  would  be  the 
signal  for  a  general  rebellion^  and  for  Panda's  death ;  and  Panda  himself  is  aware  that  it  would 
be  so. 

Shoidd  his  Honour  wish  to  see  me  at  Pieter  Maritzberg,  I  will  attend^  if  not,  I  will  purchase 
a  few  trading  goods^  and  return  to  watch  events. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Honourable  the  Secretary  to  Government,  (Signed)  D.  Toohey. 

Natal. 

P.S. — I  have  just  received  a  message  s«it  after  me^  anddeUvered  to  my  principal  man,  who 
came  the  footpath,  that  Panda  wishes  me  to  inform  his  Honour,  that  Pretorius  went  away  in 
anger ;  also,  to  tell  of  the  arrival  of  two  other  farmers,  and  that  they  left  P&nda,  threatening 
him ;  Panda  also  requests  me  to  let  him  know  what  his  Honour  says  he  must  do. 


Enclosure  8  in  Lieut.-General  West's  Despatch,  No.  5,  of  February  24, 1848. 

Before  T.  Sbepstone,  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  district  of  Natal,  appeared  Ma- 
BALENi,  a  Bechuana  of  the  tribe  of  the  Amantebele,  under  the  chief  Maboko,  residing  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Origstad,  who  being  duly  sworn,  deposes — 

I  WAS  eight  months  in  the  service  of  a  Boer,  named  Hans,  belonging  to  the  party  of 
Hendridc  Potgieter.  I  accompanied  the  expedition,  headed  by  Potgieter,  against  UmstHkasi. 
I  led  my  master^s  waggon.  It  occupied  three  months.  At  Origstad  there  are  two  parties ; 
one  headed  by  a  Boer,  named  Hans,  (not  my  master)  ;  the  other  by  Hendrich  Potgieter. 
They  are  at  enmity  one  with  the  other,  and  wear  different  coloured  clothes.  They  never  walk 
about  Origstad  without  their  guns  on  their  shoulders,  so  great  is  their  enmity.  They  meet  in 
separate  houses,  and  are,  in  every  respect,  distinct.  Potgieter's  followers  are  very  numerous ; 
those  of  Hans  form  a  much  smaller  number ;  they  are,  however,  brave  men,  and  have  a  cannon 
whidi  belongs  to  Gert  Rudolph,  who  adheres  to  Hans.  This  alsd  firtves  them  the  superiority, 
far  the  others  fear  the  cannon.  Hans*s  party  did  not  join  the  expedition  against  the  tribe  of 
Umsilikaai. 

After  travelling  a  conmderable  distance,  which  occupied  very  many  days,  the  expedition 
arrived  at  the  outskirts  of  Umsilikasi*s  people.  The  attack  was  made  at  daylight  and  lasted 
until  sunset.  Great  numbers  of  people  were  shot  during  the  day,  men,  women,  and  children. 
The  Boers  said  they  shot  the  children  because  Umsilikasi  also  had  taken  prisoners  some 
Boers*  children,  and  still  retained  them  as  such.  In  the  evening  some  of  Umsilikasi's  regi- 
ments came  up.  The  Boers  had  then  in  their  possession  an  immense  amount  of  cattle.  These 
came  on  to  the  attack.  The  Boers  asked  them,  as  they  were  advancing,  why  they  would  not 
give  up  their  children  to  them  ?  Umsilikasi's  people  replied,  *'  If  you  asked  us  for  them  instead 
of  surprising  and  shooting  us  in  the  night  you  should  have  had  them,  now  you  must  take  the 
consequences ;"  and  they  forthwith  attacked.  The  Boers  were  mounted.  Their  waggons  were 
a  considerable  distance  off.  They  tried  to  defend  themselves,  but  soon  fled,  and  with  difficulty 
got  through.  Pour  horses  and  guns  were  captured  by  the  attacking  party.  The  owners 
escaped  by  running  between  the  horses,  as  I  also  did.  Almost  all  the  Bechuanas,  who,  like 
me,  were  with  the  Boers,  were  killed.  A  very  few  of  them  escaped.  All  the  cattle  was  im- 
mediately captured  by  the  owners. 

After  the  Boers  had  got  to  the  waggons,  which  had  heexi  arranged  for  defence,  another 
regiment  came  up  to  attack  them.      It  was  now  daylight.     This  regiment  was  entirely  cut  up 
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NATAL.  by  the  Boers,  very  few  of  them  escaping.    The  Boers  then  made  the  best  of  their  way  home- 

wards.     On  their  arrival  opposite  the  tribe  under  the  Bechiiana  chief  Langa,  most  of  whose 
men  had  accompanied  the  Boers  against  UmsiUkasi,  and  got  killed,  we  observed  that  the 
course  of  the  waggons  was  changed  and  took  towards  Langa*s  people.    There  were  63  wagons 
in  all.     We  did  not  know  the  object  of  this>iiiovement,  as  we  were  but  three  days  walk  m)m 
Origstad,  and  Lan^  was  the  Boers'  friend  and  ally.     In  the  afternoon  they  sent  for  the  chief 
Langa  to  come  to  the  camp ;  but  one  of  the  Bechuanas,  in  the  service  of  one  of  the  Boers,  heard 
that  they  intended  to  kill  him,  and  told  the  messengers,  who  were  his  own  (Langa's)  people,  not 
to  come,  as  such  was  the  case.      This  tribe  is  very  large  and  rich,  and  lives  in  one  town,  which 
covers  much  more  ground  than  Pieter  Marirzburg.    The  chief  did  not  come,  but  sent  a  depu- 
tation to  the  Boers'  camp.     The  deputation  consisted  of  about  20  men,  some  of  their  great  men. 
When  they  arrived  the  Boers  expressed  great  indignation  at  the  chief  not  coming  when  he  was 
sent  for.     The  deputation  offered  to  despatch  another  messenger  to  fetch  him.     The  Boers 
refused  this.      I  then  saw  them  seized  and  put  to  death  on  the  spot.     Those  that  attempted  to 
run  were  shot  down;  those  who  were  caught  were  stabbed  to  death  by  a  murderous  tribe 
called  the  Amanhlwenga,  in  the  service  of  the  Boers.     Every  one  was  killed.     Immediately 
upon  this  the  Boers  got  upon  their  horses  and  went  very  fast  to  the  town  in  the  night.     I  was 
also  with  them  on  horseback,  and  carried  my  master's  gun.     During  the  night  the  Boers  took 
up  different  positions  around  the  town,  so  as  to  prevent  any  escape.     At  daylight  the  party  in 
*rear  commenced  firing  upon  the  town,  and  when  the  inhabitants  attempted  to  fly  they  were  shot 
down  by  the  different  parties  stationed  for  that  purpose.     Immense  numbers  were  killed,  both 
of  men  and  women.     All  the  children  were  taken  prisoners.     This  slaughter  lasted  four  days, 
and  each  day  immense  numbers  were  killed,  both  of  men  and  women ;  and  immense  numbers 
of  cattle  and  sheep  captured.     The  town  however  is  so  large  that  they  could  not  kill  or  capture 
all.     A  very  large  number  of  children  were  captured  and  taken  to  the  waggons.     On  the  fifth 
day,  not  having  been  able  to  find  the  chief  Langa,  they  made  his  wives  and  children  show 
where  he  had  concealed  himself.      They  did  so  through  fear.      He  had  got  into  a  cave  in  the 
rock.     They  could  not  get  him  out,  so  most  of  the  fifth  day  was  employed  in  keeping  up  a 
large  fire  at  the  mouth  of  it,  so  as  to  smother  him.     This  tire  was  made  of  his  own  houses. 
ITiey  made  the  chiefs  own  family  carry  the  materials,  and  took  their  skin  carosses  from  their 
persons  to  throw  into  the  fire,  in  order  to  make  the  smoke  thicker  and  more  suffocating.     Hie 
cave  is  very  large,  and  many  people  were  in  it  with  the  chief.     I  observed,  however,  that  the 
smoke  would  not  go  very  deep  into  the  cape,  and  I  afterwards  found  they  were  not  killed. 
After  this,  we  all  returned  to  the  waggons,  which  were  drawn  together  in  a  circle  for  the  night, 
and  the  next  morning  the  women  and  children  were  driven  inside  for  the  purpose  of  being  sepa- 
rated, as  in  the  capture  sometimes  women  were  taken  prisoners  along  with  the  children. 
'     When  they  were  separate'cl,  Hendrik  Potgieter  ordered  the  Amanhlwenga  to  put  them  to 
death.     They  fell  upon  them  with  their  assegais,  and  stabbed  them  all  to  death  in  the  enclo- 
sure.    The  screaming  of  the  mothers  and  children  was  dreadful  to  hear.     I  was  one  of  those 
who  had  charge  of  the  children.     Several  mothers  had  infants  at  the  breast ;  the  mothers  were 
killed  and  the  infants  left  by  them  alive.     Some  hundreds  of  women  were  slaughtered  ou  this 
occasion.     After  this  the  waggons  were  inspanned,  and  another  encampment  was  formed  at 
some  distance  off,  where  Hendrich  Potgieter  divided  the  children  into  threes  and  fours  to  each 
man.     Then  the  cattle  were  divided  into  large  droves  to  each.     The  sheep  were  too  numerous 
to  manage,  many  of  them  were  therefore  abandoned.     Many  of  the  Boers  were  disgusted  at 
these  proceedings,  and,  refusing  both  cattle  and  children,  went  home.    My  master  was  among 
these ;  he,  with  several  others,  killed  no  one. 

The  morning  after  their  arrival  at  Origstad,  Hans  called  them  to  account  for  their  conduct, 
and  took  a  large  lot  of  oxen  from  tliem.  They  fired  at  each  other,  but  killed  no  one ;  we, 
therefore,  thought  they  were  only  playing,  they  called  it  fighting.  Some  days  after  this,  a 
native  belonging  to  a  tribe,  at  enmity  with  the  Umlitzy  tribe,  came  and  told  Hendrich 
Potgieter,  that  the  Umlitzy  tribe,  which  uses  battle-axes,  had  heard  of  his  (Potgieter's) 
threat  to  attack  them,  and  that  they  said  he  might  come,  that  they  would  fight  Another 
commando  was  then  made  by  Potgieter  against  this  tribe.  It  consisted  of  30  waggons  only, 
but  many  more  men  than  the  other  one.  When  they  arrived  near  the  large  town,  they  sent  a 
messenger  for  the  chief  Somanyiba,  who,  being  sick,  could  not  come,  but  sent  10  large 
elephant's  teeth  carried  by  men.  Allien  these  teeth  were  brought,  the  instant  they  were  set 
down,  the  Boers  seized  the  carriers  before  they  spoke  a  word,  and  put  them  to  death.  Those 
who  attempted  to  escape  were  ridden  down  and  shot.  The  others  were  killed  by  their  execu- 
tioners, the  Amanhlwenga.  The  next  morning,  the  Boer  force  attacked  the  town.  The  tribe 
attempted  to  resist,  but  to  no  purpose,  as  they  could  not  get  near  the  Boers,  who  were  mounted. 
Immense  numbers  of  them  were  shot,  both  men  and  women,  and  immense  numbers  of  women 
were  killed  by  the  Amanhlwenga  after  the  army  was  defeated  and  dispersed.  A  large  number 
of  children  were  captured,  as  also  cattle ;  more  than  they  could  manage.  The  captured 
women  were  allowed  to  go  away  leaving  their  children,  which  were  distributed  like  the  cattle 
as  before.  There  was  such  an  immense  number  of  cattle,  that  part  of  them  were  stolen  back 
by  their  former  owners  during  the  night.  The  Boers  then  returned  to  Origstad,  and  went  to 
their  homes. 

I  then  went  home  to  my  tribe,  and  stayed  for  a  short  time.  I  then  deternained  to  come  to 
this  district  to  earn  something,  where  murder  is  not  practised.  I  told  my  chief,  Maboko,  and 
asked  his  permission.  He  immediately  gave  it,  and  desired  me  to  find  out  Somtsew  (the 
Diplomatic  Agent),  and  tell  him  their  position  with  the  Boers;  how  their  chiefs  are  tied  up 
and  flogged  for  nothing  at  all,  and  how  their  children  are  constantly  taken  away  from  them 
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and  made  slaves  of  by  the  Boers,  and  the  parents  dare  not  ask  why,  and  ask  whether  the  NATAL. 

British  Government  cannot  do  anything  for  them. 

After  the  attacks  upon  Umslikasi*  Juanga,  and  the  Umlitzy  tribe,  they  all  sent  a  large 
tribute  in  ivory,  asking  for  quiet  and  rest.  Hlangwana,  who  was  in  Tredoux's  service,  saw 
the  ivory  in  the  assembly-room  at  Origslad. 

It  is  about  three  months  ago  since  these  attacks  took  place. 

Children  taken  in  this  manner  are  soli  by  one  Boer  to  another*  The  price  varies  from 
three  to  five  cattle.  The  Portuguese  bring  their  slaves  from  Delagoa,  and  sell  them  to  the 
Boers. 

I  have  travelled  with  Hlangwaaa  from  tribe  to  tribe  to  reach  this  district.  A  black  man 
dare  not  travel  along  the  main  road  in  this  direction.    He  would  be  killed  by  the  Boers.    They  * 

will  riot  allow  any  of  the  people  from  that  part  to  come  to  this  district. 

(Signed)  Mabal£ni>       X 

ittark. 

Before  me  at  Pieter  Maritzberg,  December  31,  1847. 

(Signed)  T.  Shepstone,  Diplomatic  Agent,  J.  P. 


Enclosure  9  in  Lieut.-Govemor  West's  Despatch,  No,  5,  of  February  24,  1848. 

Before  Thbophilus  Shbpstone,   Esq.,  J.  P.,  and  Diplomatic  Agent  for  the  District  of 
Natal,  appeared  Hf«ANowANA,  a  Native  belonging  to  this  District,  who  being  duly  sworn. 


I  LEFT  this  district  in  the  service  of  Tredoux,  who  went  on  a  trading  expedition  to 
Origstad  about  five  months  back.  We  arrived  at  that  place  about  the  end  of  the  second 
month.  After  trading  there  for  a  short  time,  my  master  went  still  further,  and  I,  of  course, 
accompanied  him.  On  my  return  to  Origstad,  I  found  myself  accused  of  being  an  English 
spy.  I  unfortunately  had  with  me  a  soldier's  old  jacket.  I  was  sent  for  to  the  assembly 
room  and  questioned  very  closely  by  the  Boers,  as  to  what  instructions  I  had  received,  and 
what  force  was  to  follow  me.  I  denied  having  been  sent,  but  my  jacket  was  adduced  as  proof. 
I  explained  that  I  had  bought  it  from  a  Kafir,  who  had  been  in  tlie  service  of  the  soldiers.  I 
was  then  accused  of  having  said  that  the  Boers  were  "  banya  sclecht "  to  another  Kafir  at 
Origstad,  and  that  the  English  were  "  mooi."  I  then  recollected  that  I  had  a  lar^e  scar  on  my 
head  and  replied,  "  How  could  I  say  the  English  were  mooi,  when  they  smashed  my  head  as 
you  see  ?"  (I  found  my  master  favoured  the  idea  of  my  being  a  spy,  because  he  wanted  to  get 
another  man  in  my  place).  I  said  this>  because  I  (eared  I  should  be  killed,  as  I  heard  they 
killed  people  for  very  little  cause.  They,  however,  laughed  at  my  head,  and  let  me  go 
Whilst  at  Origstad,  1  saw  numbers  of  Bechuana  children  at  the  Boers*  houses.  They  were 
sitting  in  groups  round  the  fires  of  the  Boers*  kitchen  huts,  looking  cHsconsolate  and  sleepy,  and 
naked.  From  seeing  such  numbers  in  such  a  state,  I  asked  some  Kafirs  where  they  had  come 
from.  They  told  me  that  those  were  the  children  that  the  Boers  had  taken  prisoners  belonging 
to  the  Bechuanas  on  their  return  from  the  expedition  against  Umzilikazi.  I  saw  also  a 
number  of  native  sheep,  which,  they  also  told  me,  had  been  taken  on  the  same  occasion. 
Every  Boer  there  owns  immense  herds  of  cattle.  I  heard  from  other  Kafirs  of  the  attack  of 
the  Boers  upon  the  Bechuana  tribes,  but  I  did  not  hear  the  particulars  until  I  had  left 
Origstad  on  my  way  back  with  my  master,  when  I  fell  in  with  Mabaleni  the  last  deponent, 
three  days'  walk  this  side  Origstad.  He  was  trying  to  get  to  this  district,  and  wanted  to  come 
with  my  master,  but  seeing  Tredoux's  bad  treatment  of  me,  we  agreed  to  leave  him  and  come 
through  the  tribes,  as  we  have  done. 

his 
(Signed)  Hlanowana,       X 

mark. 
Before  me  at  Pieter  Maritxberg,  December  31,  1847. 

(Signed)  T.  ShbpsTonb^  Diplomatic  Agent,  J.  P. 


Enclosure  10  in  Lieut.-Governor  West's  Despatch,  No.  5,  of  February  24,  1848. 

Statement  made  to  Walter  Harding,  Crown  Prosecutor  at  Natal,  by  Johannes  Brrwbr, 

residing  at  the  Umgani  River. 

I  HAVE  lately  returned  from  a  trading  expedition  beyond  the  boundaries.  The 
Boers  there  are  in  a  very  unsettled  state;  Potgieter  and  his  men  have  abandoned  Origstad, 
and  have  returned  to  Potcaptrum,  where  they  formerly  lived.  I  heard  that  it  was  now  ascer- 
tained that  Origstad  is  not  adapted  for  a  settlement.  I  heard  from  some  of  the  Boers  behind 
the  mountain  that,  about  a  year  ago,  Potgieter  and  his  men  attacked  a  Mantatee  chief,  named 
Marisee,  and  a^ler  killing  most  of  the  men,  brought  the  women  into  their  camp,  and  took 
away  all  the  children,  which  were  distributed  amongst  the  Boers,  and  then  drove  the  women 
away,  beating  and  otherwise  maltreating  them.  I  did  not  hear  this  from  any  of  the  Boers  who 
were  present  at  these  proceedings,  but  from  others.     The  Boers  generally  were  very  violent 
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NATAL.  against  Potgieter  for  these  proceedings.     I  also  heard  that,  not  long  since,  Potgieter  af  tacked 

""^  Masselckatzi,  and  captured  and  carried  off  a  great  number  of  cattle,  whidi  were,  however, 

retaken  from  them  by  Masselckatzi.     I  did  not  hear  of  any  attack  on  Langa. 

January  17, 1848.  (Signed)  Walter  HABonra, 

Enclosure  11  in  Lieutenant-Goremor  West's  Despatch^  No.  6,  of  February  24,  1848. 

At  Pieter  Maritzberg,  January  19.  1848. 

■  Before  Walter  Harding,  resident  Magistrate. 

Johannes  Frederick  Tredoux,  residing  at  the  Umgani>  who  being  duly  sworn, 
deposes : — 

I  LEFT  this  town  on  the  3rd  September  last,  on  a  trading  expedition.  I  proceeded  to 
Origstad,  and  went  two  days' journey  bqrond  it,  and  turned  back  on  reaching  the  high  land 
before  descending  towards  Delagoa  Bay..  .1  was  about  a  month  at  Origstad.  The  village 
does  not  contain  more  than  40  families,  but  there  are  a  good  manv  people  residing  along  ttie 
Oliphant's  River.  The  country  about  Origstad  is  bushy  and  unhealthy  for  cattle,  and  it  continues 
so  until  one  reaches  the  high  land  on  the  other  side  of  it;  there  it  is  open  and  grassy,  like 
this.  Potgieter  was  not  at  Origstad  when  1  was  there ;  the  people  had  divided  into  two  par- 
ties ;  and  Potgieter  with  his  had  gone  to  Movy  Biver. 

I  know  Hlangwana^  a  Kafir;  he  went  from  this  in  my  service,  and  deserted  from  me  on 
this  side  of  Origstad,  on  my  return  home.     He  went  with  me  to  Origstad  and  beyond  it 

On  my  way  to  Origstad  I  met  a  Portuguese  trader,  named  Albazini,  who  resides  at  Delao  a 
Bay.  He  had  two  waggons  with  merchandize,  powder,  and  lead.  1  could  not  speak  to  bim, 
or  understand  him  at  ail.  He  has  a  black  interpreter,  and  a  few  slaves, — ^young  boys^ — ^but  I 
cannot  say  how  many. 

It  is  true  that  Hlangwana  was  accused  of  being  an  Endish  spy  at  Origstad.  It  arose  thus : 
after  I  had  been  about  three  weeks  at  Oriffstad,  the  Portuguese  trader,  Albazini,  arrived 
there.  The  day  after  this  the  Landdrost  of  Origstad,  Joachim  Prinslos,  sent  for  me.  I  went, 
and  he  told  me  that  there  was  a  complaint  against  me  of  having  disgraced  the  Volksraad^  by 
having  said  that  their  proceedings  were  unlawful,  and  that  they  were  traitors.  He  then  also 
told  me  that  I  would  not  be  allowed  to  go  away  until  I  was  tried  for  this.  They  then  told  me 
to  wait.  Hlangwana  was  then  sent  for.  The  field-cornel,  Hans  St eyn,  was  then  directed  to 
go  to  Albazini  tor  his  slave,  and  to  bring  him  and  H  langwana  and  myself  to  be  present  at  the 
field-cornef  s  house.  Albazini*s  slave  then,  in  presence  of  Hlangwana,  said  that  the  latter  had 
told  him,  when  I  had  met  Albazini,  that  I  paid  him  four  cows  for  going  on  the  journey  with 
me,  and  that  the  Government  here  paid  him  four  more  cows  to  act  as  a  spy.  Hlangwana  then 
denied  this.  The  slave  also  said  that  Hlangwana  had  told  him  that  the  red  jacket  he  had 
with  him  was  given  him  by  the  Government.  The  matter  ended  by  the  slave  being  unable  to 
prove  his  assertions,  and  Hlangwana  was  set  at  liberty.  I  was  told  the  next  day  that  1  might 
go.  They  afterwards  sent  a  letter  to  me,  which  I  have  got,  and  I  then  stopped.  Two  days 
afterwards  I  was  sent  for  by  the  Landdrost  again,  and  was  then  told  that  as  the  persons  who 
had  made  their  charges  against  me  had  refused  to  come,  that  I  could  go,  more  particularly  as 
thev  belonged  to  Potgieter*s  party. 

1  heard  at  Origstad,  from  several  persons  who  had  been  present,  that  Potgieter  had  made 
an  attack  upon  Mesolekatsi,  in  which  he  took  a  large  number  of  cattle,  but  which  were 
retaken.  I  also  heard  from  the  same  persons  that  after  this  Potgieter  had  attacked  another 
native  chief,  whose  name  I  do  not  know,  and  conquered  him  and  his  tribe.  I  did  not  hear 
anything  about  any  children  having  been  taken  from  this  tribe,  but  I  saw  a  great  many  Kafir 
children  with  the  people  at  Origstad,  but  I  did  not  hear  where  they  came  from ;  they  appeared 
to  be  in  the  service  of  the  people.  I  heard  from  several  of  the  Boers  at  Origstad  that  they 
dealt  in  slaves  with  the  Portuguese.  Albazini,  the  trader  I  have  mentioned,  oflered  me  a  slave 
boy  for  sale  for  15/. ;  he  pointed  the  boy  out  to  me ;  he  resembled  a  Kafir  boy.  I  saw  a 
great  number  of  native  cattle  at  Origstad,  which  are  peculiar,  as  having  very  large  horns ;  and. 
indeed,  I  was  told  that  they  were  cattle  belonging  to  the  natives  under  Maritzer.  1  also  heard 
that  this  man  Maritzer  had  been  attacked  by  Potgieter  and  his  party. 

On  mv  return  home^  on  this  side  of  the  Vaal  River,  1  met  two  men  of  the  name  of  Nickirk. 
One  of  them  was  son-in-law  to  Andries  Spies.  They  told  me  that  they  came  from  Plaatberg. 
They  asked  me  if  I  had  not  heard  anything  about  whether  Kok  was  going  to  help  them.  I 
told  them  all  1  knew  about  him,  which  was  that  he  and  his  people  had  gone  to  Movy  River. 
They  told  me  I  had  better  leave  this,  as  this  place  would  soon  be  on  fire.  They  said  they 
were  going  to  Kok.  I  did  not  see  any  of  the  Klip  River  people,  nor  did  I  come  over  the 
Draakberg  by  the  Plaatberg. 

I  did  not  understand  in  what  manner  Kdk  was  to  help  them. 

I  heard  that  Potgieter  would  not  take  up  arms  against  the  Grovemment,  and  this  was  what  { 
heard  from  the  Boers  generally. 

I  also  heard  that  Panda  had  sent  a  message  to  the  Boers  at  Origstad,  offering  the^i  his 
co-operation  against  the  English  Government. 

(Signed)  J.  P.  Tekdohx. 

Before  me.  / 

(Signed)        Walter  Harding,  R.  M. 
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iii^^  NATAL. 

(No.  151.)  No.  10.  nZIo. 

Ik 

Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart,  G.C.B,  to  ^*JMw«*rfDee.  27, 

Earl  Grey.  i848.No.240.p.9«, 

tif  ^  Camp  '*  Bethany,**  two  Marches  from  "  Bloem  Fontein/* 

August  30,  1848. 

My  Lord,  {Received  November  24,  1848.) 

'  •'  In  continuance  of  my  Despatch  to  your  Lordship  of  the  23rd  instant, 

reporting  that,  by  means  of  that  most  perfect  and  inimitable  invention,  the 

F«t         caoutchouc  pontoon  float,  I  had  established  myself  on  the  right  bank  of  the 

,J?  deep  and  rapid  Orange  River,  2&0  yards  in  width,  with  four  companies  of 

the  Cape  Mounted  Rifles,  three  six-pounders,  two  companies  of  the  Rifle 


r^i 


1^  Brigade,  and  two  companies  of  the  45th  Regiment    I  have  now  the  honour 

i^  to  state,  that  the  detachment  of  the  91st  Regiment,  having  arrived  on  the 

0  5i  25th  instant,  was  immediately  carried  over,  with  the  exception  of  40  men. 

These,  with  20  of  the  Cape  Corps,  were  posted  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  in 
^s!  charge  of  a  boat  and  a  hawser,  which,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  my  commu- 

^  nication,  I  had  succeeded  in  passing  across  the  stream. 

■^  I  marched  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  instant,  provided  with  30  days'  Com- 

missariat supplies,  to  Philippolis;  and  on  the  following  day  to  a  bivouac  at  a 
^'^  stream  near  "  Vister  s  Hoek. '    Up  to  this  period  no  positive  information  had 

^.  reached  me  as  to  the  spot  at  which  the  rebels  proposed  to  make  a  stand, 

i-  although  rumour  represented  that  they  would  probably  do  so  at  a  place  called 

II  "  Boem  Plaats,"  on  the  Kroom  Alem  Boh  River,  a  celebrated  position  for  the 

^  interruption  of  a  march.     Early  yesterday  morning  I  received  intelligence 

^  much  to  be  relied  on  that  such  was  their  positive  intention ;  and  on  my  march 

on  this  position  in  order  of  battle,  a  shepherd  informed  me  that  he  had  seen 
^  many  fires  during  the  night,  and  that  he  believed  the  whole  rebel  force  was 

there  strongly  posted,  numbering  about  1000  men.  I  was  soon  sufficiently 
near  to  reconnoitre  their  position,  of  which,  from  my  previous  journey  through 
the  country,  I  had  some  knowledge.  My  troops  were  prepared  for  the  attack, 
and  scarcely  had  the  advanced  party  of  reconnoissance,  accompanied  by  myself, 
t  arrived  within  shot,  when  the  rebels  sprang  up,  like  the  "  men  of  Roderick 

^  "  Dhu,"  from  behind  bushes  and  rocks ;  every  height  was  in  an  instant  covered 

with  them,  and  they  opened  a  well-directed  and  very  destructive  fire. 

The  position  chosen  was  a  succession  of  ridges  of  hills  on  either  side  of  a 
stream  called  the  '*  Kroom  Alem  Boh,"  strongly  undulating,  and  covered  with 
large  stones  and  bush,  most  favourable  for  defence.  Its  advance  was  formed 
by  a  lower  range,  the  hills  on  the  opposite  bank  pf  the  river  being  much  higher 
and,  consequently,  "  en  potome,"  and  in  support 

The  Cape  Rifles  in  advance,  being  by  no  means  calculated,  from  being 
mounted,  to  stem  this  torrent  of  musketry,  were  ordered  back ;  the  three  guns 
opened  a  rapid  and  well-directed  fire  upon  the  points  where  the  rebels  appeared 
to  be  the  most  numerous;  the  Rifle  Brigade,  supported  by  the  two  companies 
of  the  45th  Regiment,  were  directed  to  attack  their  left  flank,  so  as  to  turn  it ; 
and  the  detachment  91st  Regiment  were  held  in  reserve  in  rear  of  the  guns. 
A  more  rapid,  fierce,  and  well-directed  fire  than  that  kept  up  by  the  rebels,  I 
have  never  seen  maintained,  and  for  some  time  they  manfully  held  their 
ground,  when  a  rush  of  the  Rifle  Brigade  upon  their  left  flank,  of  the  45th 
upon  their  left  centime,  and  of  the  91st,  whom  I  now  brought  into  action,  upon 
their  right  centre,  carried  everything  before  it,  and  gallantly  dislodged  the 
rebels. 

Meanwhile,  a  fierce  and  determined  conflict  was  going  on  between  the  Cape 
Mounted  Rifles  and  the  right  of  the  rebels,  who  descended  the  hills  far  in  that 
direction,  for  the  double  purpose  of  turning  my  left  flank  and  of  insulting  our 
baggage  and  Commissariat  stores,  which  were  collected  on  the  plain  below.  I 
have  seldom  seen  a  sharper  skirmish ;  the  rebels  advancing  most  rapidly  and 
successfully  into  the  plain,  until  their  impetuosity  exposed  their  left  to  the  fire 
of  olie  of  the  guns,  by  which  they  were  checked ;  and  the  gallant  Hottentots, 
nobly  headed  by  their  officers,  then  drove  them  back  pell-mell  into  the  hills. 
During  this  time,  the  victory  on  our  right  had  rapidly  progressed,  the  rebels 
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NATAL.         in  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  having  been  driven  from  their  position  on 
.  our  side  of  the  river,  the  higher  ground  upon  the  opposite  bank  of  which  they 

most  obstinately  endeavoured  to  hold.  The  gallant  efforts  of  our  infantiy 
along  their  centre  and  on  their  left  were,  however,  soon  crowned  with  success, 
and  at  the  same  moment  their  right  was  driven,  by  the  Cape  Corps,  across  our 
if  ont»  by  passing  wliich  they  alone  could  gain  tiie  road  leading  over  the  neck 
of  a  range  of  hills  by  which  they  must  retire.  They  were  thus  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  two  of  our  gUns,  posted  on  the  hill  first  carried  by  the  Rifle  Brigade  and 
45th  Regiment,  and  from  which  they  suffered  greatly. 

At  this  time,  Lieut.-Colonel  Buller,  of  the  Rifle  Brigade,  who,  with  much 
judgment,  gallantry,  and  ability,,  showed  great  knowledge  of  his  professicm  m 
the  commencement  of  the  attack,  and,  by  vigorously  endea^oiinng  to  intepe^ 
the  retreat  of  the  rebels,  was,  I  deeply  regret  to  say,  very  severely,  though  I 
hope  not  dangerously,  wounded  above  the  knee,  the  same  shot  killing  his 
horse ;  and  I  was>  thus  deprived  of  his  services  at  a  moment  when  th^  were 
much  required. 

The  rebels,  thus  driven,  at  every  point  from  their  pofidtion^  endeavoured  to 
make  a  final  stand  at  the  neck  in  the  high  ridge  of  hills  behind  it  previously 
alluded  to^  and  which  they  successfully  maintained  against  the  Cape  Mounted 
Rifles,  and  a  body  of  about  250  Griquas,  who  this  morning  joined  me,  und^ 
their  faith&il  chiefe  Waterboer  and  Adam  Kok.  The  guns  and  infantry  were, 
however,  advancing  as  rapidly  as  the  heat  of  the  day  would  permit ;  and  the 
neck,  the  last  hold  of  the  rebds,  was  wrested  from  them. 

One  of  the  most  severe  skirmishes  ever,  I  believe,  witnessed,  thus  terminated 
in  the  complete  success  of  Her  Majesty's  troops,  aided  by  the  best  intentions  on 
the  part  of  the  Griqua  chie&,  whose  conduct  merits  my  perfect  approbation. 

A  conflict  of  this  nature,  in  a  position  so  formidable,  cannot  be  attended  wiA 
'  complete  success  without  considerable  loss.     The  rebels  left  dead  upon  the 

field  49  men,  12  having  been  killed  by  our  cannon  shot;  and  their  wounded  is 
of  course  in  proportion.  A  great  number  of  arms  were  thrown  away,  and 
many  horses  taken*  The  Boer  never  fights  without  his  horse,  from  which  he 
usually  dimnounts  to  fire  over  the  saddle ;  and,  consequently,  wh^i  vigorously 
pressed,  he  has  not  time  to  remount  The  loss  on  our  side  has,  I  truly  regret 
to  say,  been  also  considerable,  viz.,  1  oflBcer  mortally  and  6  severely  wounded, 
and  eight  men  killed  and  39  wounded. 

The  gallant  conduct  of  every  officer  and  soldier  calls  for  my  warmest 
encomium^  and  renders  it  my  imperative  duty  to  impress  upon  your  Lordship 
the  merits  of  the  troops,  as  deserving  Her  Majesty's  gracious  consideration. 
In  doing  so,  I  beg  Leave  to  point  out  to  your  Lordship  the  difficulties  of  the 
service  in  which  I  have  been  engaged,  owing  to  the  necessity  of  passing  the 
Orange  River,  and  the  immense  distance  in  this  wild  country  of  one  point  from 
another ;  and  likewise  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  the  nature  of  the  rebel 
position  was  such  as  to  call  forth,  not  only  judgment,  but  personal  gallantry,  on 
the  part  of  the  different  officers,  who  I  therefore  venture  to  hope  may  be 
deemed  to  merit  Her  Majesty's  gracious  favour. 

Lieut-Colonel  Buller  has  very  fully  evinced  his  talent  for  command  and  his 
gallantry  in  the  performance  of  his  duty.  This  officer's  exertion,  and  that  of 
Major  Beckwith,  in  superintending  and  effecting  the  passage  of  the  Orange 
River,  was  as  laborious  as  instrumental  in  its  important  object.  M^jor  Sidney 
Beckwith,  of  the  Rifle  Brigade,  a  nephew  of  the  late  veteran  of  that  name,  and 
of  such  Rifle  renown,  greatly  distinguished  himself  in  conmiand  of  the  infantry, 
and  has  succeeded  Colonel  Buller  in  the  command  of  the  troops.  To  Captain 
Blenkinsopp,  commanding  the  detachment  45th  Regiment;  to  Lieutenant 
Pennington,  commanding  the  detachment  91st  Regiment;  and  to  Lieutenant 
Dyneley,  commanding  the  Royal  Artillery,  an  officer  of  great  promise,  the 
service  is  greatly  indebted ;  and  of  C^^tain  Armstrong,  in  conmiand  of  the 
Cape  Mounted  Rifles,  I  cannot  speak  in  terms  of  too  great  praise.  In  fact, 
every  officer  and  soldier  performed  the  arduous  and  gallaiit  duty  demanded  of 
him,  in  avenging  the  insult  and  indignity  thrust  upon  Her  Majesty's  authority, 
as  previously  reported  to  your  Lordship  in  detail.  Major  Warden,  the  British 
resident,  was  with  me,  and  by  his  exertions  was  most  useful  in  his  civil  as  well 
as  his  military  capacity. 

The  only  officers  of  my  personal  staff  with  me  are  my  private  secretary. 
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Major  Garvock,  and  my  aide-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Holdich.  The  former,  who  natal. 
also  acted  as  my  Adjutant-General  and  Quartermaster-General,  is  an  officer 
who  was  severely  wounded  under  my  command  upon  the  Sutlej ;  and  I  should 
feel  it  a  favour  personally  conferred  upon  myself  if  some  mark  of  Her 
Majesty's  gracious  approbation  was  conferred  upon  him.  The  latter  was  my 
aide-de-camp  on  the  Sutlej,  and  severely  wounded  at  Sobraon.  Both  these 
officers  were  of  the  greatest  use  to  me,  I  do  assure  your  Lordship,  in  most 
difficult  and  hazardous  duty,  as  was  Lieutenant  Glyn,  of  the  Rifle  Brigade, 
Field  Adjutant  of  the  Force. 

Dr.  Hall,  Deputy  Inspector-General  of  Hospitals,  fortunately  came  up  with 
me  from  Cape  Town,  for  I  did  not  imagine  T  should  have  such  occasion  for 
his  services ;  and  the  wounded,  under  his  able  care,  have  been  provided  for  as 
I  could  desire.  I  have  been  obliged,  however,  to  leave  some  of  them  at  a 
farm-house  near  the  field  of  action.  In  other  countries,  where  distances  are 
moderate,  communications  are  generally  simple ;  here  nothing  can  be  accom- 
plished under  a  ride  of  from  20  to  30  miles,  through  a  country  abandoned  by 
its  inhabitants ;  and  the  difficulty  attending  the  prosecution  of  war  under  such 
circumstances  exceeds  belief,  requiring  all  the  energy  of  experience. 

As  everything  must  be  carried  with  the  army,  a  train  of  150  Commissariat 
waggons  has  been  necessary;  and  for  the  arrangements  connected  with  this 
department  the  service  and  the  troops  are  much  indebted  to  Deputy  Assistant 
Commissary-General  Green. 

I  must  not  omit  to  bring  to  your  Lordship's  notice  Mr.  Richard  Southey, 
my  secretary  as  Her  Majesty's  High  Conmiissioner.  This  gentleman's  activity 
in  his  direct  position  is  most  meritorious,  but  his  exertions  in  assisting  in  the 
passage  of  the  Orange  River,  and  his  endeavours  to  obtain  information  respect- 
ing the  rebels,  have  been  of  the  greatest  utility.  His  courage  was  conspicuous 
also  in  the  field. 

No  prisoners  were  taken,  for  none  of  the  rebels  would  yield.  Captain 
Armstrong  was  treacherously  wounded  by  a  man  to  whom  he  offered  quarter, 
and  this  was  not  the  only  instance  of  its  being  refused. 

I  followed  up  the  success  obtained  until  dark,  and  again  marched,  two  hours 
before  daylight  this  morning,  with  the  efficient  portion  of  my  troops,  in  the 
hope  of  overtaking  the  rebels  and  capturing  their  train  of  waggons,  said  to  be 
95  in  number.  After,  however,  a  long  march  to  this  abandoned  missionary 
station,  destroyed  and  gutted  by  the  rebels,  I  have  seen  nothing  but  tired  and 
wounded  horses  left  upon  the  road,  the  spoor  or  track  of  the  insurgents  being 
visible  in  every  direction,  as  if  they  had  fled  in  dismay. .  A  Boer  has  just  been 
brought  into  my  camp,  who  describes  them  as  having  hurried  off  in  two's  and 
three's,  and  that  their  cause  is  regarded  as  hopeless. 

I  shall  reach  Bloem  Fontein  on  the  2nd  proximo,  by  which  time  I  shall 
have  been  joined,  if  my  anticipations  be  correct,  by  a  great  many  loyal  inha- 
bitants ;  and  when  my  procedure  shall  take  a  legal  and  most  determined  turn. 

I  have,  &C., 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  H.  G.  SMITH. 

&C.  &C.  &C. 

A  rough  sketch  of  the  field  of  action  is  enclosed,  together  with  a  list  of 
killed  and  wounded. 

N.B.  Since  I  closed  this  Despatch,  two  rebels  have  been  brought  in,  taken 
near  the  field  of  battle.  If  found  to  have  taken  a  prominent  part,  I  shall  try 
them  by  a  general  court-martial  on  arrival  at  Bloem  Fontein;  and  the  sentence 
shall  determine  their  fate. 

The  friendly  Boers  are  gathering  thickly  around  me,  in  great  delight  at 
their  future  prospects.  I  am  framing  a  Proclamation  to  be  published  at 
Bloem  Fontein,  a  copy  of  which  shall  be  transmitted  to  your  Lordship  after  it 
is  issued. 

H.  G.  S. 
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NATAL.  Enclosure  in  No.  10. 

End  in  No.  10.  Govern  mbitt  NoMCH. 

Colonial  Office,  Cape  Town,  September  9,  1848. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor,  has  directed  the  publication  of  the  following  account 
of  an  action  which  took  place  on  the  29th  ultimo,  at  Bloem  Plaatz,  between  the  troops  under 
his  command  and  the  rebel  Boers  beyond  the  Oratige  Kifer ;  and  which  endM  in  die  ttkil  nml> 
and  subsequent  flight  of  the  rebels. 

The  notice  published  on  the  30th  ultimo  g^ve  informalioB  of  the  passage  of  the  Orango 
River  by  nearly  all  the  troops,  on  the  23rd  of  that  month,  whereupon  Pretorius,  the  reM 
diiefy  together  with  those  under  his  command,  in  number  exeeedine  1000  Boen^  had  fallen 
back  towards  Winburg,  with  a  degree  of  precipitation  which  rendered  the  prospect  of  an  action 
improbable.  All  the  troops  had  arrived  on  the  23ih,  when  his  Excellency  crossed  the  rivet 
and  by  incredible  exertions  the  passage  was  completed  by  them  on  the  26th  ultimo.  His 
Excellency  then  moved  the  troops  with  the  greatest  rapidity,  in  the  dinsction  of  Bloem  Pontein, 
in  pursuit  of  the  rebels,  whom  on  the  29th  ultimo,  he  found  posted  in  a  very  strong  positron  at 
"  Bloem  Plaatz,"  on  the  Krom  Elim  Bok  River,  where  i«  a  sucoesatoa  of  ridges  of  low  hills> 
backed  by  a  higher  range,  through  a  pass  in  which  the  road  runs« 

On  a  reconnoitering  party,  accompanied  by  his  Excellency,  approaching  the  first  ridge^  thd 
rebels  suddenly  sprung  up,  and  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  tnem.  The  left  of  their  position 
was,  however,  quickly  carried  by  the  rifie  bngftde,  4Dth  and  91st  Regiments,  the  artillery 
(six-pounders)  opening  at  the  same  time  a  very  effective  fire.  The  rebels'  right  having  been 
considerably  thrown  forward,  was  gallantly  attacked  by  the  Cape  Mounted  Rifles,  under  dm 
orders  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  BuUer ;  and  driven  back  towards  the  Pass,  in  the  direction  of 
which,  the  enemy  were  now  at  every  point  hurrying,  pursued  from  ridge  to  ridge  of  the  low 
,  hills,  by  Her  Majesty's  troops,  and  sufiering  great  loss  as  they  retired,  from  the  guns  which 

opened  upon  them  wherever  they  could  be  Drought  to  bear.  It  was  afterwards  found  that 
12  men  had  been  killed  by  one  well-directed  round  sbot.  On  reaching  the  sttmmit  of  the 
Pass,  the  enemy  made  a  bold,  though  fruitless  efibrt  to  maintain  their  position,  but  by  a 
combined  attack  of  the  Cape  Mounted  Rifles^  with  a  body  of  the  Qriqua  Auxiliarfes,  tiwy 
were  at  length  driven  from  this,  their  last  position ;  on  abandoaing  which  they  fled  in  the 
utmost  disorder,  in  all  directions  over  the  plain  beyond,  leaving  behind  them  mat^  horses, 
arms,  and  various  articles  of  dress,  &c.  His  Excellency  contihued  the  pursuit  for  several 
miles,  and  until  daik;  but  it  being  evident  that  the  rebels  were  completely  broken,  halted  for 
the  night  at  "  Calver  Fontein."  In  the  hope  of  overtaking,  ana  capturing  the  traitt  of 
wagons,  he  marched  next  mommg,  the  30f h  ultimo  at  2  o'clock,  for  •'  Bethany/'  which  he 
reached  early  in  the  day,  and  then  ascertained  that  the  enemy's  oauip  no  longer  existed ;  they 
having  fled  in  parties  of  two  and  three  with  their  waggons  in  all  directions.  On  the  marofai 
evidence,  was  everywhere  afforded  of  the  precipitate  retreat  of  the  rebels,  numbers  of  horsey 
&c.  having  been  left  on  the  road.  Forty-nine  of  the  enemy  were  counted  dead  upon  the  field ; 
their  wounded  may  be  considered  upwards  of  15D.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  which 
afforded  great  advantage  to  the  rebels,  the  loss  on  the  side  of  Her  Majesty *s  troops  is  unfor- 
tunately rather  heavy,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  fdlldwing  return. 

By  bis  Exicellemty's  eommtiid, 
(Signed)  JoRN'MoHTjkov,  Seonrtnry  m  GofemoMOti 


Return  of  Killed  and  Wounded,  in  Action  with  the  Rebel  BoeM  at   ''  Bloem  Plaatsy'* 

29th  August,  184& 


CORPS 

Officer!. 

Men. 

Hortet. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

'    Killed. 

Wounded. 

KiUed. 

Wodndwl. 

Grencral  Staff 

i 

2 
4 

i 

3 

4 

19 
2 

12 
6 

.  « 

2 
9 

2 

*  45lh  Regiment  (reserve  battalion) 
91st  Regiment  (reserve  battalion). 
Rifle  Brimde   •«.... 

.. 

Cape  Mounted  Rifles  .... 

•• 

11 

Total  .... 

•• 

7 

8 

39 

U 

13 

Cffic^s  Wfrnniid. 

Lieut^Cokmel  Bitller;  Rifle  Brigade,  severely. 
Captain  Murray,  ditto,  mortally — (since  dead.) 
Captain  Armstrong,  Cape  Mounted  Rifles,  severely. 
Lieutenant  Salis,  ditto  dangerously. 

Lieutenant  Mill,  ditto  severely. 

Ensign  Steele,  ditto  dangerously. 

Ensign  Crampton,  91st  Regiment,  dangerously. 

(Signed)  John  Gartock,  Major. 
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(No.  152.) 


No.  n. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Gevemor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.R  to 

Earl  Grey. 

Camp>  right  bank  of  the  Orange  River, 
August  30,  1848. 

My  Lord,  {Received  November  27,  1848.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  Lordship  copies  of  a 
correspondeoce  between  his  honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Natal  and 
myself.  I  caimoit  oon^eive  that  the  chief  Panda  contemplates  any  inroad  into 
the  district  of  Natal,  as  it  is  his  intent  to  refrain  frcmi  so  doing.  I  have, 
however,  sent  to  this  district  the  half  of  the  73rd  Regiment,  being  all  the 
available  force  at  my  disposal.  With  reference  to  the  reinforcement  of  cavalry, 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  has  fifty  of  the  45th  Regiment  mounted,  with  thirty 
men  of  the  Cape  corps,  and  two  guns  well  horsed. 

The  Right  Hon.  E*rl  Grey,  (Signed)  '  H.  G.  SMITH. 

&C.  &C.  &C. 


NATAL. 

No.  11. 

Answered  Dec.  4, 
1S48,  No.  228» 
page  89. 


(No.  81.)  Enctesure  1  in  No.  11. 

Government  House,  Pieter  Maritzberg, 
Sir,  July  5,  1848. 

I  HAP  tbe  honour  of  veportiug  to  your  EixceUenoy,  on  the  9th  June^  a  second  violation 
of  our  boundarie«  \ig  the  Zulua^  and  the  inslruclioB  wbieh  I  had  consequently  issued  to  the 
DiDloKuatic  Ag^nt. 

I  have  now  tbe  bonoqr  to  enclose  ibr  the  information  of  his  Excellency,  that  officer's  report 
of  the  inquiry  he  had  instituted  oa  the  9pot>  and  from  which  it  wiU  appear  that  Mr.  Shepetone 
saw  cause  to  forward  the  message  with  which  he  had  been  furnished,  and  to  which  no  reply 
has  yet  been  recnved. 

On  the  30th  June  the  message,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  was  received  from  Panda,  to 
which  I  made  the  enclosed  reply. 

Under  all  the  circumstances,  I  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  cause  these  last  documents  to 
be  published. 

1  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  M.  West. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Ac  &e.  Ac. 


Sir, 


No.1. 


End.  1  in  No.  11. 


June  22, 1846. 


No.  1. 


Nos.  2  and  3. 


Pieter  Maritzberg,  June  22,  1848. 

In  obedience  tei  inalniotieni  eenreyed  f  o  me  by  your  letter  of  the  8th  inetaat,  I  pro^ 
ccteied  to  thai  pert  of  the  fimikier  on  the  Tngela,  occupied  by  tbe  ehief  Magadama,  and 
forthwith  instituted  an  tnvestisaticm  into  the  eireumstanoes  connected  with  the  recent  entrance 
of  aft  armed  party  of  Zvlua  mto  the  district,  when  they  took  forcible  possession  of  a  number 
of  cattle,  brought  aeroes  by  the  aone  of  an  unfortunate  re&gee  frooi  the  Zulu  country. 

The  eneloee^l  depeeitiom  contain  tbe  particulars  which  I  forward  for  the  information  oF 
Us  Honour  the  Iieut.-Gonemor. 

In  addition  to  theee  statemeoto,  I  caanot  omit  reporting  that  tlie  idea  of  a  rupture  with  thk 
Government,  or  some  other  aerious  political  movemeut  m  the  Zuhi  country  l^ing  at  band, 
miiversaJily  prevails  amoor  tbe  beat  informed  of  the  natives.  Many  circumstances  appear  to 
justify  the  inference,  awl  the  language  held  by  most  of  the  principal  men  in  the  Zulu  country, 
wb«n  they  have  a  safe  opfiortunity  of  q)eaking  their  sentunents,  show  the  impatience  with 
wbieh  they  bear  tbe  jfieke  of  their  tyraaniod  niter. 

All  parties,  whether  Eunopean  or  nativo,  riaitora  in  tbe  Zulu  country,  as  well  as  the  Zulu 
oeCngees  thensdvea,  repaeeent  the  nation  ae  being  in  a  very  restless  and  excitable  condition^ 
eafperly  watdiing  for  any  eircnmstanoes  that  m'ght  give  rise  to  a  general  disturbance. 

PaiKJa  hiuMcli  wra|^d  up  in  his  own  vanity  and  eonoeit  of  his  poorer,  and  hurried  for^  ard 
by  the  constant  oscitement  produced  by  the  war  dances  of  his  yeun^  regiments,  performed 
daily  before  him  for  his  axnuaemenT,  and  confident  in  the  complete  mihtary  organi»U;ion  of  the 
whole  nation,  appears  recklesa  of  the  eoneequeaces  of  n^efa  overt  aett  as  the  one  it  baa  been  my 
duty  to  LDfvestigate  on  this  oeeasioa. 

The  young  reginie«lB^  iniamed  by  similar  sentim^iAs,  and  anAitioMS  to  distinguish  them- 
sel?es»  even  agwnst  ^  ^  fiee,'^  as  they  express  it>  are  even  less  appreheasivse  of  consequencea 
than  their  commander. 

While  the  body  of  the  nation,  wearied  out  by  the  insecurity  of  their  lives  and  property, 
terriied  by  the  eonstaat  executions  and  astassinationa  of  their  number  caused  by  the  king, 
disappointed  in  the  lon|^  cherished  hope  of  interference  by  the  British  Gorernment  in  their 
behalf,  and  still  further  mflamed  by  the  degree  of  happiness  and  protection  they  see  enjoyed 
Iqr  natives  residing  under  British  rule,  separated  from  them  only  by  a  stream  of  water  which 
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NATAL.  it  is  death  to  be  found  crossing,  are  impatient  under  the  pressure  of  their  circumstances,  and 

are  ready  at  the  smallest  signal  to  raise  a  storm  that  shall  result  in  altering  them  in  any  degree. 

The  result  of  such  sentiments  as  these  is  to  some  extent  shown  by  the  numerous  arrivals 
from  the  Zulu  country  of  men  of  influence  and  considerable  property  abandoning  their  families 
and  cattle  to  live  in  security  within  the  district.  This  sacrifice  has  been  frequently  and  readily- 
made  to  secure  escape  from  Panda's  tyranny  ;  and  the  order  that  was  issued  by  me  to  the 
different  frontier  chiefs,  in  obedience  to  his  Honour's  commands,  two  years  ago,  to  prevent  ail 
Ztilu  cattle  from  entering  the  district,  has  been,  and  still  remains  the  chief,  if  not  the  sole,  prop  to 
Panda's  power,  as  it  is  now  beyond  doubt  that  a  contrary  policy  would  have  transferred  almost 
the  entire  Zulu  population  to  this  district. 

Another  remarkable  result  of  this  feeling  is  to  be  found  in  the  different  private  messages  I 
have  flt>m  time  to  time  received  from  influential  and  powerful  men  in  the  Zulu  country, 
entreating  the  Government  to  interfere  in  their  behalf,  and  accusing  it  of  sanctioning  Panda's 
cruelties,  because  it  supported  his  power  as  separate  and  independent.  These  messages  were 
of  course  sent  at  the  hazard  of  the  lives  of  the  authors;  and  as  his  Honour  is  well  aware,  in 
spite*  of  the  very  decided  discouragement  they  met  with  here,  and  in  two  instances,  (one  a 
brother  to  the  King  and  the  other  a  chief  councillor  of  the  nation,)  their  executions  followed 
shortly  after. 

Lately  I  have  also  received  communications  from  influential  men  in  the  Zulu  country,  one  a 
councillor,  having  about  2000  men  under  him,  beseeching  me  to  interest  myself  with  the 
Government  in  his  behalf  and  that  of  his  people,  in  order  that  they  might  be  received  into  the 
district  with  their  personal  property.  Mr.  King,  an  Englishman,  lately  returned  from  the 
Zulu  country,  was  entrusted  with  tliis  message. 

To  entertain,  however,  such  applications  would  be  to  decree  Panda's  downfall,  and  inundate 
the  district  with  Zulu's,  while  at  the  same  time  the  fact  of  such  communications  being  made  to 
the  Government  involves  considerations  of  an  equal  serious  character. 

I  lay  these  circumstances  before  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  not  from  any  appre- 
hension that  the  safety  of  the  district  would  be  materially  compromised  by  whatever  may 
result  from  this  state  of  political  feeling  in  the  Zulu  country,  but  because  they  have  come  under 
my  notice  as  Diplomatic  Agent,  and  because  serious  inconvenience  and  embarrassment  may 
occur  to  the  measures  of  his  Honour's  Government  within  the  district,  should  the  results,  to 
which  circumstances  at  present  seem  to  point,  actually  take  place. 

I  have^  &c., 
The  Honourable  the  Secretary  (Signed)  T.  Shkpstone,  Diplomatic  Agent, 

to  Government,  Natal. 


Statement  of  Sita,  Subject  of  the  Chief  Magadama. 

I  RESIDE  on  the  bank  of  the  Tugela,  and  my  kraal  is  the  nearest  to  the  river  of  any 
of  M agadama's  people.  The  day  that  the  Zulu  armed  force  crossed  the  river  and  took  from 
my  kraal  the  cattle  that  had  been  driven  to  it  by  some  Zulu  fugitives,  I  was  away  at  the 
kraal  of  Kubulo^  Magadama's  principal  men.  One  of  my  women  came  running  to  tell  me 
what  had  happened  that  morning  during  my  absence ;  that  four  young  Zulu  men  had  brought 
across  about  30  head  of  cattle  belonging  to  their  father,  Umtshunga,  who  intended  to  follow ; 
but  shortly  after  their  arrival,  and  just  as  the  young  men  had  finished  hanging  out  their  things 
to  dry,  which  had  got  wet  in  crossing  the  river,  an  armed  Zulu  force  appeared  before  the 
kraal.  The  young  men  instantly  betook  themselves  to  flight,  leaving  the  cattle  they  had 
brought  with  them  at  the  kraal  gate.  The  women  and  children  also  ran  into  the  bushes  and 
rocks  for  safety.  The  Zulu  party  then  took  the  cattle  and  recrossed  the  Tugela.  The  woman 
that  related  this  was  under  the  impression  that  all  my  cattle  had  also  been  taken,  as  they  were 
that  day  feeding  along  the  river.  Magadama's  chief  man  then  told  me  to  go  instantly  and 
inquire  into  what  had  happened,  apd  that  he  would  follow.  I  ran  off  to  the  ford  and  found 
the  cattle  just  across,  and  part  of  the  Zulu  force  still  on  this  side.  I  stood  at  a  little  distance 
and  called  to  them  for  an  explanation  of  their  conduct.  They  replied  sharply  "  We  have  a 
right  to  cross  the  river  after  our  cattle,"  I  replied,  "  Do  you  not  know  that  the  Tugela  is  the 
boundary;  and  that  you  have  no  right  to  cross  it  with  an  armed  force  for  any  purpose  ?"  He 
replied,  **  We  know  the  White  Chief  ourselves,  we  do  not  care  for  him.  We  did  not  take  your 
cattle,  although  we  could  have  done  so,  and  you  have  no  cause  to  complain."  I  said  "  You 
have  taken  our  cattle,  inasmuch  as  you  have  taken  cattle  from  our  kraal  by  force,  and  without 
their  being  given  over  to  your  han(k."  They  rejoined,  "  And  had  they  passed  you  and  gone 
to  the  White  Chief,  we  would  have  taken  them  there  also,"  Kubulo  arrived  at  this  moment, 
and  I  told  him  what  had  passed  between  us.  By  this  tini^e  they  had  all  crossed  the  river. 
Kubulo  told  me  to  go  across  to  them  with  a  message  ft*om  him,  as  the  chief  Magadama's 
principal  man,  to  the  following  effect,  viz.,  *'  That  what  they  had  done,  they  had  done ;  but 
that  it  must  be  the  last  time,  for  if  ever  they  attempted  to  cross  the  river  again  in  an  armed 
body,  he  would  attack  them  without  asking  any  questions ;  that  if  they  were  in  pursuit  of 
cattle,  the  armed  force  ought  to  have  staid  across  the  river,  and  sent  a  couple  of  men  through 
to  the  chief,  who  would  have  given  up  the  cattle  peaceably."  I  went  across  and  came  up  with 
them.  The  two  heads  of  the  party  were  sent  for,  one  of  whose  name  is  Uraela,  and  the  other 
Umgonela.  I  delivered  this  message  to  them.  They  laughed  at  me  and  said, ''  If  these 
cattle  had  got  to  the  White  Chief,  we  should  have  taken  them.  What  are  you  or  your  chief? 
We  should  have  passed  by  you  and  gone  after  them,  and  if  you  kill  even  all  of  us,  that  would 
not  have  affected  the  strength  of  the  Zulus.  If  our  cattle  cross  the  river  we  shall  aross  after 
ihsm,  and  follow  them  wherever  they  go."     I  remonstrated  with  them,  but  they  only  laughed  at 
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the  idea  of  resistance  from  us.    While  I  was  standing  talking  to  them,  the  unfortunate  owner  NATAL, 

of  the  cattle  and  father  of  the  four  young  men  appeared  in  sight,  with  a  little  boy.      The  Zulus  "" 

instantly  recognized  him  and  dashed  after  him.  I  begged  of  them  to  spare  his  life  as  they 
had  his  cattle,  but  to  no  purpose.  He  was  pursued  so  closely,  that  he  jumped  into  the  river 
to  escape  them^  and  was  soon  drowned.  His  little  boy  crept  into  the  reeds,  but  they  found 
him  and  took  him  back  with  them.  I  then  returned  across  the  river  to  my  kraal,  when  I 
found  my  wives  and  children,  some  of  them  having  received  serious  injuries  and  bruises  in  their 
precipitate  flight. 

%  hit 

(Signed)  Zita  X 

mark. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  Nodi  River,  right  bank  of  the  Tugela,  June  17,  1848. 

(Signed)  T.  Shepstone^  Diplomatic  Agent 

Statement  of  Zita  corroborated  by  Kubulo,  Magadama's  principal  man. 

his 

(Signed)  Kubulo  X 

mark. 

(Signed)  T.  Shepstonb,  J.P.,  Diplomatic  Agent. 


Statement  of  Sobryasb,  one  of  Magadama*s  principal  men. 

June  17,  1848. 
I  HAPt»BNED  to  be  at  Panda's  kraal  when  the  report  of  these  proceedings  were  made  to 
him.  I  was  not  however  present  at  the  moment.  Panda  himself  told  me  of  it,  saying,  '*  My 
people  went  away  and  fetched  the  catde  from  your  kraals  and  you  did  not  resist,  and  your 
people  behaved  wisely  in  not  resisting,  for  they  would  have  been  destroyed,  my  men  were  only 
waiting  to  see  them  commence.** 

I  said  they  did  wrong  crossing  the  river  in  an  armed  body ;  the  party  ought  to  have  staid  on 
this  side  and  sent  across.  Magadama  will  most  certainly  attack  any  armed  force  he  sees  in 
his  country  without  knowing  its  intention.  Panda  replied,  ''If  you  do,  I  will  order  your 
instant  destruction,  the  White  Chief  will  talk  about  it  after  you  are  dead.*'  I  told  him  there 
was  no  necessity  for  an  armed  force  to  enter  after  cattle ;  there  were  already  orders  about  it, 
that  the  cattle  should  be  given  up  on  demand.  Panda  said,  ''  He  could  not  stop  the  Zulus 
in  pursuit  of  cattle;  and  had  these  even  gone  to  the  White  Chief  they  would  have  followed  and 
taken  them."  I  replied,  '*  I  thought  your  last  messengers  denied  to  the  English  Government 
that  your  army  had  crossed  into  its  territory  with  your  knowledge,  and  now  you  sanction  its 
doing  so  at  every  opportunity."  He  answered,  "  Ves,  I  did  not  know  of  its  crossing,  nor  of 
this;  but  the  Zulus  will  never  be  stopped  from  following  cattle — they  would  have  followed 
them  to  the  White  Chief  himself."  I  said,  "  You  did  not  use  force  formerly  ;  Mawa*s  cattle 
were  not  restored  to  you  by  your  using  force,  and  others  which  have  been  returned^  have  not 
been  restored  by  the  intervention  of  force."  He  made  the  same  reply,  viz.,  ^'  That  Zulus 
would  notbe  stopped  in  the  pursuit  of  cattle."  I  asked  him,  "  If  we  were  to  follow  one  of  our 
fugitives  in  the  same  way  what  he  would  do  ?*'    He,  however,  msde  no  reply. 

Panda  has  upwards  of  100  youn£  men  armed  with  guns.  They  have  plenty  of  powder 
and  balls,  and  frequently  exercise ;  they  did  so  while  I  was  there. 

All  the  Zulus  are  inclined  to  an  attack  upon  this  district — ^Panda's  young  regiments  because 
they  think  they  can  conquer ;  the  older^  because  they  think  a  war  is  the  only  chance  they  have 
of  an  emancipation. 

I  told  Panda  that  if  an  armed  force  entered  our  part  of  the  district,  we  should  resist  it.  He 
said,  "  Then  you  will  be  destroyed.  You  black  people  dare  not  fight  with  me,  and  if  the 
Government  procured  the  assistance  of  Faku  and  all  his  army,  you  dare  not.'* 

hii 
(Signed)  Sobrtase  X 

mark. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  Nodi  River,  right  bank  of  the  Tugela,  the  17th  day  of  June,.  1848. 

(Signed)  T.  Shepstone,  J. P.,  Diplomatic  Agent. 


(No.  62 — 1848.)  Government  Notice.  * 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  has  been  pleased  to  direct  the  publication  of  the  following 
documents. 

By  command  of  his  honour  the  Lieut.-Govemor. 

(Signed)  D.  Moodie,  Secretary  to  Government. 

Colonial  Office,  Natal,  4th  July,  1848. 


No.  2. 


Statement  of  Gebula  and  Umpiko,  Messengers  sent  by  PanDa,  King  of  the  Zulus,  to  the 
Lieut.-Governor  of  Natal. —  June  29th,  1848. 

Seven  days  ago  we  yuere  sent  by  Panda  to  the  Lieut-Govemor  of  Natal.  Panda 
wishes  to  be  inmrmed  of  any  political  neWd  the  Lieut.-Govemor  may  have  to  impart,  and 
especially  as  to  the  news  from  over  the  mountain. 
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KATAii.  Panda  aokiKiwl&dg^  tbat  hi»  army  did  violatd  the  boundapy  of  its  dUtriot  on  its  oiaieli  to 

*"^  l^upgiilibalele ;  but  it  was  neaessary,  ^b  order  to  out  off  eome  eattle  that  veve  runnuig  away 

oyer  the  mouDtain.     It  is  an  exeinplification  of  the  ineonv^nience  atteadiog  the  houndaiy  licNe 

that  Paiyia  at  fint  poinled  out*     raedai  however,  Ihaidis  the  Lieutenant *&overnor  for  si^ify- 

ing  bis  disappvoyal  of  ihe  step.    Thia  is  the  way  to  pe^^uate  a  good  undeistandiag. 

PfilHia  alsa  desired  us  to  voenitioa  a  cireumstanoe  that  oeeurred  lately,  in  whioh  a  pm^p  ran 
a^oaa  ihe  Tugela  with  hja  eattle,  aud  wtbs  fpUewed  by  some  of  hie  people,  who,  on  the  spur 
of  the  moment,  retook  the  cattle  from  one  of  the  native  kraals  within  this  digttiot.  ThifS 
occurred  without  Panda*s  knowledge,  and  he  was  angry  with  the  men  who  did  it  when  it 
was  reported  to  him,  and  they  narrowly  escaped  puniSiment.  Panda  says  that  they  knew 
that  the  cattle  would  have  been  restored  upon  their  being  peaceably  demanded  by  messengers, 
as  on  former  occasions. 

We  piet  Zateha^e  and  his  attendants,  messengers  sent  to  Panda,  in  reference  to  this  case, 
near  the  king's  kraal,  and  requested  him  to  return  with  us,  but  be  refused,  and  said  he  would 
not  return  until  he  had  delivered  his  message. 

Panda  wish^  to  bring  to  his  Uooour's  notice  the  conduct  of  an  Englishman  named  Sing- 

cungee  (Mr.  D.  C.  Toohey).     On  a  former  visit,  Panda  gave  him  three  large  elephant  tusks, 

on  consideration  that  he  would  briaf  him  a  correspcmdiag  present  in  return  on  his  next  visit. 

•  Vide  Mr.Toohey'g  The  last  time  Mr.  Toohey*  came,  randa  expected  he  had  brought  the  present,  but  found   he 

18*48^*1)^^   *iV^'        ^^^  "^**     Panda  declined  bargaining  with  him.      Toohey  used  strong  language,  saying  he 

'  P^^®  saw  he  was  dead,  aiod  so  forth.     Paodft  told  bim  he  could  tc^  with  otaers,  b«t  not  with  him. 

Toohey  asked  permission  to  hunt ;  Panda  gave  it :    he  did  not,  however,  go  to  hunt,  but  sent 

Zegwana  to  Mapita,  a  man  of  rank  in  the  Zulu  country,  to  tell  him  that  he  was  now  created 

king  of  the  Zulus  in  place  of  Panda,  aceompanying  this  aiiDouneament  with  piesents  to 

Capita,  who  happened  to  be  visiting  at<>ne  of  Panda's  own  kraab.    Mapita  took  these  present 

to  Pfinda,  and  communioated  to  him  the  poessage  be  had  received  from  Tbob^  through 

Zegwana. 

Panda  replied  he  knew  of  no  cause  for  such  a  measure,  but  that  he  would  in^ire  if  Toohey 
had  any  authority  to  take  such  a  step. 

Panda  has  sent  us  to  iyMei>tafn  whether  Toohey  had  the  aiitt^erky  of -Oo^moienl^  and,  if  9^, 
what  he  has  done  lo  merit  tbo  use  of  such  aa  extreme  measure. 

hM 

15 
Umfiko,  X 

m«yk. 
In  my  p^esenca^ 

(Signed)  T.  Sh«p6ton«,  Bipiewiaitic  Afoot. 


(L.S.)  N^.  3. 

j^BseAM  f/m^  ^W  Qano^r  Iba  Lieuit^^GoKemor  of  JN atal  to  Pasu)A>  KiQg  oi  the  !&4u9^ 

(Signed)  M.  Wkst, 

The  LieutenantGovemftr  bas  received  Panda's  message,  by  Gebula,  and  ipfonas  him 
in  reply,  that  the  iw^ws  from  ovier  tj^e  nvowtain  is  gof^  and  that  it  is  said  that  meny  Boers 
are  about  to  returu. 

The  unsatisfactory  rumours  in  circulation,  when  the  last  messengers  were  here,  have  ceased. 

Panda  adonis  that  his  army  did  cross  the  Umsiagatej  and  that  this  was  a  violation  of  the 
boundary.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  therefore  expects  from  Panda  aa  assurance  tba^  tbia 
offence  will  not  be  repeated. 

The  alleged  inconvenience  of  the  boundary-line  is  no  sufficient  excuse. 

The  Lieuten«^l*jQoYerBor  has  sent  Tatsbuki  to  receive  Panda's  explanation  of  a  more  recent 
violation  of  the  boundary,  and  must  await  his  return  before  replying  to  this  part  of  the 
messikge. 

Mr.  Togbpy  is  not  an  ag^t  of  tb^e  C^ver^ment,  and  bad  no  authority  from  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  for  anything  he  may  have  said  or  done. 

Panda  lias  been  already  informed  that  this  Govemmetit  fully  recogni^^s  his  right  to  allow  or 
refuse  leave  to  British  subjects  to  enter  his  couotry  for  the  purpose  of  tradjog,  hjtuitiAg»  or 
otherwise ;  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor  now  informs  Panda  that  he  has  full  right  to  remove 
fro«i  his  country  any  British  subject  who  misbehaves  himself. 

By  command  of  hi^  Honour  the  Uieut.-Governor, 

(Sigijed)  D.  MooDiE,  Secretary  to  Government. 

Colonial  Office,  Natal.  July  3,  1848. 


End.  2  in  No.  1 1.    (No.  32.)  Enclosure  2  in  No.  11. 

Govemmenfc  Hoijse,  Pieter  Mari^sberg, 
Sir,  J«ly  31, 1848. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  taackaowledge  tJie  r,eceipt,  pet  **  Douglas,"  oa  the  24th  iq^tant,  of 
your  Excellency's  Despatch,  No.  4,  of  t£e  20th  J  me  la^. 

With  reference  to  your  Excellency's  remark  upon  my  appliofli^iona  fpr  «wi  incpease  of  mijiitary 
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force,  especially  cavalry,  I  beg  to  explain  that  my  application  was  limited  to  that  increase 
which  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  m  his  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  10th*  December,  1847,  trusted 
that  your  Excellency  would  be  enabled  to  provide  after  the  termination  of  the  Kafir  war;  and 
I  beg  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  I  expect  to  be  provided  with  nothing  more  thiin  a  due 
proportion  with  reference  to  the  position  of  this  district,  of  the  force,  great  pr  small,  which 
Her  Majesty's  Govemmetit  may  assign  for  the  general  defease  of  the  British  dominbns  in 
South  Africa. 

I  would  submit>  with  reference  to  your  Excellency's  remarks^  that  I  have  at  my  disposal, 
among  other  troops,  30  of  the  Cape  Cofps>  that,  oonsidering  that  thilt  regiment  has  13  com^ 
panies)  this  mimber  would  appear  to  be  less  than  a  due  proportion  of  cavalry,  the  kind  of  force 
more  espedally  required. 

The  suggestions  thrown  out  by  your  Excellency,  as  to  the  levies  of  two  corps  of  volunteers, 
and  the  organisation  of  the  natives  into  bodies  similar  to  the  Zoolah  arhiies,  shall  have  my 
best  and  immediate  attention. 

I  have  already  communicated  with  the  Diplomatic  Agent  upon  the  latter  subject,  as  also 
with  Colonel  Boys  upon  the  subject  of  the  small  work  which  your  Excellency  deems  it  desirable 
to  throw  up  at  Bushman's  River. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  M.  West. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


NATAL. 


Er closure  3  in  No.  11. 


End.  3  in  No.  11. 


Campi  right  bank  of  the  Orange  River, 
Sir,  August  24,  1848. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Honour  s  letter  of  the  31st 
ultimo,  which  reached  me  yesterday.  I  must  say  that  I  do  not  attach  any  degree  of  impor- 
tance to  the  supposition  of  Mr.  Shepstone,  that  the  chief  Panda  meditates  war,  because  it  is 
not  his  interest  to  make  it.  Pending  the  outbreak  of  the  Boers  in  this  territory^  I  have  sent 
half  of  the  73rd  R^ment  to  your  aid,  being  the  whole  of  the  troops  that  I  have  available. 
With  regard  to  cavalry,  you  are  wrong  in  supposing  that  the  Cape  Corps  is  of  the  strength 
you  mention,  as  it  has  been  unfortunate  in  its  recruiting.  You  have  50  well-mounted  men  of 
the  45th  Regiment,  who  are  most  eflBcient,  with  30  of  the  Cape  Corps ;  and  these  are  all  that  I 
can,  for  the  present,  place  at  your  disposal.     You  have  also  two  guns,  well  horsed. 

In  consequence  of  the  Orange  River  being  full,  I  have  been  prevented  marciung  up  the 
country  so  soon  as  I  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  do  ;  but  this  outbreak^  headed  by  Pretorius>  will 
soon  be  terminated ;  the  feeling  of  the  Boers  w'ho  are  householders  being  generally  favourable 
to  Government,  the  rebels  consisting,  for  the  most  part^  of  me^  ruined  in  mind  and  cir- 
cumstances. 

I  ha^ie,  &6., 
(Signed)  Hi  G.  Smith. 

His  Honour  the  Lieutenant^Grotemor,  NataK 


(No.  168.)  No.  12. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H*  G.  Smith,  Bart^  G;C.B.,  to 

Earl  GrSy. 

Camp,  right  bank  of  the  Orange  River. 
Augast  30,  1646. 
My  Lord,  {Received  Nomnber  27,  1846.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  herewith  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  copies  of 
a  communication,  and  of  my  reply  thereto,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  to 
Government,  Cape  Town,  by  direction  of  hi»  Honoar  the  Lieutianant-Govemor 
of  Natal,  stating  that  the  chief  Panda  was  endeavouring  to  defend  the  inrbad 
of  his  people  over  the  border  in  search  of  stolen  cattle  ^  aiid  that  Mr.  West 
had,  in  consequence,  by  the  advice  of  the  majority  of  his  Honour's  Council, 
augmented  the  native  police  force  by  100  men.  I  have  sanctioned  this  measure 
paiding  your  Lordship's  decision. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Right  Hbn.  Earl  Grey,  (Sighed)        H.  G;  SMITH. 

»c.        &c.        »c. 


No.  1^ 

Answered  Dec.  4, 
1848,  No.  228. 
page  89. 


*  Page  137,  Papers  relative  to  Natal,  presented  bj  ComiDand,  July,  1848. 
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NATAL.  (No.  51.)  Enclosure  1  in  No.  12. 

End.  1  in  No.  12.    SiR,  '  Colonial  Office,  Natal,  July  13,  1848.  . 

With  reference  to  my  letter,  No.  41,  of  the  9th  June  last,  1  am  directed  by  the  Lieu- 
No.  1.  tenant-Oovernqr  to  transmit  enclosed,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  a 
"  copy  of  the  statement  of  the  native  messenger  employed  to  convey  to  Panda  the  message  of 
No.  2.  which  a  copy  accompanied  my  said  letter. 

I  am  also  to  enclose  copies  of  a  message  which,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Executive 

'  ^^'  ^* Council,  the  Lieutenant-Grovemor  is  about  to  send  to  Panda,  and  of  the  minutes  of  the  Council 

^  on  that  subject,  as  well  as  upon  the  increase  of  the  native  police,  a  measure  which  his  Honour, 
2l-J. by  the  advice  of  the  majority  of  the  Council,  has  decided  upon,  to  the  extent  of  lOO  addi- 
tional men. 

I  am  directed  to  add,  that  should  the  additional  expense  thus  incurred  fall  ultimately  upon 
the  funds  of  this  Government,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  still  apprehends  that,  as  a  temporaiy 
measure,  it  is  fully  warranted  by  the  present  circumstances  of  the  district 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Honourable  the  Secretary  to  Government,  (Signed)  D.  Moodie. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

No.  1. 

Pieter  Maritzberg,  July  5,  1848. 

Statement  of  Zatshuki,  Messenger  sent  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Natal  to   Panda, 

King  of  the  Zulus. 

I  FOUND  Panda  at  one  of  his  military  kraals,  called  Umlumvongweneya ;  I  was  two 
days  at  his  residence  before  I  saw  him  ;  on  the  third  day  I  was  called  to  an  interview  with  him 
in  the  morning ;  I  then  delivered  my  message  concei^ning  the  armed  party  that  had  crossed 
into  this  district  at  the  point  inhabited  by  Ma^dama.     The   moment  I  had   finished   be 
exclaimed,  "Whose  cattle  were  they  then?    Were  they  not  mine?     No  one  in  the  Zulu 
country  owns  cattle  but  me;  they  are  all  mine,  and  I  shall  follow  them  wherever  they  go.   My 
people  did  right  in  following  them,  and  they  shall  do  so  again.*'     He  said  this  very  positively, 
and  in  an  indignant  manner  added,  "  What  business  has  any  one  to  insist  upon  a  let  of  talk 
about  the  return  of  my  own  property  ?"     I*  replied,  "  The  Government  do  not  wish  to  question 
your  individual  right  to  any  Zulu  cattle  brought  into  the  district;  so  far  from  this,  it  has  long 
since  made  arrangements  for  their  seizure  the  moment  they  may  enter  the  district,  and  for  their 
restoration  upon  peaceable  demand.     This  you  are  also  aware  of.     The  Government  thought 
you  knew  nothing  of  this  act,  and  sent  me  to  acquaint  you  of  it."     Panda  replied,  "I  did  it. 
I  wished  to  kill  that  fugitive,  because  he  was  a  wizard.'*     I  replied,  "It  is  well  you  avow  it; 
it  shortens  my  business ;  but  you  must  remember  this  is  the  second  time  you  have  violated  the 
boundary  of  the  district     Your  army  crossed  the  Umsinyati  on  its  march  to  the  tribe  of  Lan- 
gulabele.**     Panda  replied,  "  It  was  necessary  my  army  should  cross  the  Umsinyati ;  I  wished 
to  destroy  a  man  that  does  a  great  deal  of  mischief.**     I  repeated  what  I  had  before  said  of 
the  arrangements  that  had  been  made  for  the  restoration  of  any  cattle  that  may  be  taken  across 
the  boundary  by  fugitives  into  the  district.    He  repeated  his  former  declaration,  that  whenever 
they  shall  have  crossed  the  boundary,  he  would  have  them  followed,  but  that  he  would  give 
his  people  orders  not  to  stab  or  use  the  assegai  until  they  were  resisted,  "and  then,**  added  he, 
"  you  will  see  a  blaze.**     I  again  drew  his  attention  to  the  wish  the  Government  evinced  to 
comply  with  his  demands  by  the  arrangements  it  had  made  for  the  return  of  Zulu  catde,  but 
that  it  would  not  allow  any  armed  parties  to  enter  the  district.     He  replied,  '*  Yes,  I  know ;  I 
am  quite  aware  of  those  orders,  but  I  shall  follow  my  cattle ;  that  is  the  shortest  way.     I 
should  have  disapproved  of  my  people's  conduct  if  they  had  taken  cattle  from  among  cattle 
belonging  to  the  district,  but  they  were  so  quick  after  them  that  they  caught  them  before  they 
became  mixed;  therefore  no  harm  was  done.     I  shall  do  so  again;  it  is  the  best  and  shortest 
plan.     The  English  Government  is  my  friend,  and  you  are  a  good  messenger,  because  I  recog- 
nise every  word  you  say  as  having  been  said  by  the  Government,  and  if  they  want  to  send  you 
again  don't  refuse.     I  shall  Uve  to  a  good  old  age  if  the  Government  perseveres  in  asking  me 
(calling  me  to  account)  when  I  do  wrong.*'  He  then  said,  "Go  home,  and  tell  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  that  I  shall  always  follow  my  cattle.     He  has  admitted  that  they  are  mine,  and  I 
shall  follow  my  own.**     I  again  repeated  the  difference  between  following  with  an  armed  force 
and  by  a  peaceable  demand  ;  and  said,  that  if  Magadama's  men  had  been  on  tlie  spot,  blood 
would  have  been  spilled.     He  replied  as  before,  and  added,  "  If  Magadama*s  men  been  there, 
my  men  would  not  have  fought  until  Magadama*s  men  had  struck  the  first  blow,  and  then  you 
would  have  seen  a  blaze.'* 

Seeing  my  explanations  were  useless,  and  that  he  had  already  ordered  me  to  return  to  the 
district,  I  was  an  the  point  of  taking  niy  leave,  when  I  offered  him  the  paper  containing  the 
written  message  I  had  just  deliverecL  He  refused  to  receive  it,  and  said,  "  What  do  I  know 
of  writing  ?  I  know  noming  of  paper,  take  it  back  with  you.*'  I  replied,  "  It  is  customery  to 
send  you  the  message  written,  as  well  as  verbally.  What  have  you  done  wdth  the  written  ones 
on  other  occasions  ?'  He  said,  *'  I  never  receive  them,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  them,  I  do 
not  understand  them.  He  persisted  in  ordering  me  to  take  it  back,  and  I  have  returned 
with  it. 

During  the  night  previous  to  my  interview  with  Panda,  a  disdiarge  of  musketry  took  place, 
the  people  said  tnere  were  100  stand. 

Panda  told  me  that  he  had  told  Gebula  to  say  all  that  he  had  said  to  me  on  the  subject  of 
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pursuing  cattle  driven  into  the  district^  and  his  determination  to  put  all  offenders  Tin  the  prac-  NATAL, 

tice  of  witchcraft)  to  death.     He  concluded  his  declarations  on  the  subject,  by  saying  **  llie  """~ 

English  are  my  friends,  and  I  shall  live  to  an  old  age,  if  they  always  question  me,  when  I  do 
wrong." 

(Signed)  ,  Zatshuki,      X 

In  my  presence,  mark. 

(Signed)  T.  Suepstonk,  Diplomatic  Agent. 


Memorandum  of  conversation  between  21atshuki^  messenger  from  this  Government  to  Panda, 
and  Grebula,  messenger  from  Panda  to  the  Lieut. -Governor  of  Natal,  on  the  discrepancy  of 
their  several  statements,  the  attendants  of  both  messengers  being  present. 

Gebula  admits  the  words  spoken  by  Zatshuki,  to  express  Panda*s  sentiments,  explains  that 
Panda  was  at  first  angry  with  the  people  who  followed  armed,  after  the  refugees'  cattle,  but 
wlken  explained  to  him  that  no  harm  had  been  done,  he  approved. 

Zatshuki  mentions  an  additional  reason  that  Panda  mentioned  for  following  up  and  cap- 
turing cattle,  taken  away  by  refugees,  that  as  soon  as  they  enter  the  boundary,  they  are  stolen 
by  the  natives  in  the  district,  and  never  can  be  brought  back  the  same  in  number  as  when 
they  were  taken  away. 

Gebula  admits  this  to  be  a  very  powerful  reason  for  the  following  up  of  such  cattle,  but  can- 
not explain  the  cause  of  the  expressions  attributed  to  Panda  by  Zatshuki,  but  he  does  not,  for 
a  moment,  question  that  he  used  them.  Ho  wishes  the  Lieut. -Governor  to  send  a  strong 
message  in  reference  to  them,  and  which  they  will  undertake  to  deliver. 

July  6, 1848. 

No.  2. 

Reply  of  His  Honour  the  Lieut.-Governor  of  Natal,  to  Panda^  King  of  the  Zulus. 

(L.  S.) 

(Signed)  M.  West. 

Panda  in  his  last  message  by  Zatshuki,  informs  the  Lieutenant-Governor  that  when- 
ever any  Zulu  cattle  may  be  brought  into  this  district,  he  will  cause  them  to  be  pursued  and 
brought  back  by  parties  of  armed  Zulus,  although  Panda  knows  that  such  cattle  have  always 
been  given  up  to  him  on  peaceful  demand. 

The  course  proposed  by  Panda,  must  inevitably  tend  to  disturb  those  friendly  relations  with 
this  Government,  which  Panda  has  always  stated  it  to  be  his  wish  to  maintain,  and  therefore 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  now  informs  Panda  that  it  will  not  be  allowed. 

Colonial  Office,  Natal,  July  14,  1848. 

By  command  of  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor. 

(Signed)  D.  Moodie,  Secretary  to  Government. 


Nos.  3  and  4. 
Meetinff  27.— July  10,  1848. 
Executive  Council,  Natal. 

Pieter  Maritzberg,  July  10,  1848. 

The  Council  being  assembled  this  day,  in  pursuance  of  adjournment. 

Present  all  the  members  except  the  Collector  of  Customs,  absent  on  duty. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting,  held  on  the  7th  July,  are  read  and  confirmed. 

After  deliberation  upon  the  tenor  of  the  proposed  message  to  Panda,  and  upon  the  propriety 
of  recommending  to  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  an  immediate  increase  of  the  native 
police  force,  the  Council  is  further  adjourned  until  Wednesday  the  12th  instant,  at  II  a.m. 

(Signed)  D.  Moodie, 

Member  and  Secretary. 

Meetinff  28.— July  12,  1848. 
Executive  Council,  Natal. 

Pieter  Maritzberg,  July  12,  1848. 

The  Council  being  assembled  this  day  in  pursuance  of  adjournment. 

Present  all  the  members  except  the  Collector  of  Customs,  absent  on  duty. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting,  held  on  the  10th  July,  are  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  lays  before  the  Council  a  draft  of  a  message  to  Panda. 

The  Council  unanimously  approves  of  the  proposed  message. 

The  oflScer  commanding  the  troops,  the  Secretary  to  Government,  and  the  Surveyor-General, 
concur  in  recommending  to  the  Lieutenant-Governoran  immediate  increase  of  the  native  police 
force,  by  at  least  100  men. 

The  Crown  Prosecutor  states  that  he  dissents  from  this  recommendation. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  requests  that  the  members  will  give  in  their  reasons  for  the  advice 
they  have  given  at  the  next  meeting,  and  for  this  purpose,  the  Council  adjourns  till  Monday 
the  17th  instant,  at  11  a.m. 

I 
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NATAX. 
EncL  2  in  No.  12. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  12. 
(No.  62—1848.) 

Sir,  Colonial  Office^  Natal,  July  31,  1848. 

With  reference  to  my  letter.  No.  51,  of  the  13th  instant,  1  am  directed  by  the 
Lieutenamt-Grovernof  to  state,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  the  Diplo- 
matic A^ent  reports  that  he  has  found  it  impossible  to  induce  any  of  the  native  chiefs  within 
the  distnct  who  have  been  usually  employed  in  conveying  messages  to  Panda,  to  proceed  to 
the  residence  of  that  chief,  in  order  to  deliver  to  him  the  message  of  which  a  copy  was  enclosed 
with  my  said  letter ;  and  that  as  the  Lieutenant-Giovemor  does  not  deem  it  expedient  to  send 
any  European  to  that  country  at  present,  he  has  directed  the  message  in  questbn  to  be 
delivered  at  the  nearest  Zoolah  kraal. 

Mr.  Shepstone,  who  has  frequently  received  through  the  natives,  intimatiooB  that  a  eone- 
spondence  ts  constantly  kept  up  between  Pretorius  and  Panda,  attributes  their  reluctanee  to 
convey  this  message  to  an  impression  which  has  consequently  been  produced  on  their  minds 
generally,  that  fear  for  this  Government  will  no  longer  be  a  sufficient  protection. 

With  reference  to  the  statement  of  Panda,  that  I^  will  in  future  .send  armed  men  into  this 
district  in  pursuit  of  cattle,  1  am  to  r^K>rt  Urnt  the  Lieutenant-Governor  has  deemed  it  ezpe> 
dient  to  keep  the  native  police  together  for  the  present,  in  order  that  they  may  be  ready  to  act 
upon  any  point  where  their  services  may  be  required;  and  consequently  it  has  been  H^i^^ififJ 
necessary  to  countermand  for  the  present  the  instruction  for  the  establishment  of  posts  to  pro- 
tect the  mhabitants  from  the  bushmen,  which  were  reported  m  my  letter.  No.  47»  of  the  Gth 
instant. 

1  have,  &c. 
The  Hon.  the  Secretary  to  Government,  (Signed)  D.  MoODiB. 

Cape  Town. 


End.  3  in  No.  12. 


Sir, 


Enclosure  S  in  No.  12. 

Camp,  right  bank  of  the  Orange  Rivw; 
August  30, 1848. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  admowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Moodie*s  letter  of  the  ISdi 
ultimo,  addressed  to  the  Hommrable  the  Secretary  to  Gevemment,  Tor  my  information,  wi& 
its  enclosures,  stating  that  your  Honour  had,  by  the  advice  of  the  majority  of  your  CoiUMsil, 
increased  the  native  police  force  at  Natal,  by  100  men. 

I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  have  written  to  Earl  Grey,  stating  that  I  have  sanctionod  this 
increase,  pending  his  Lordship^s  decision. 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  Natal,  (Signed)  H.  G.  Smith. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  13.  (No.  154.) 


No.  13. 


Antwered  ^0.245.   CoPY  of  a  DESPATCH  from  GoveTOor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith^  Bart.,  G-C.B.,  to 

Jan.  10, 1849,  p.  91.  Ea^l  GbCY. 

Camp^  right  bank  of  the  Orange  River, 
August  30,  184& 
My  Lord,  {Received  November  27,  184a) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  herewith  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship,  copy  of  a 
conmninication  Tnitten  by  direction  of  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Natal,  by  which  it  appears,  that,  in  conformity  with  the  instructions  contained 
in  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  No.  51,*  of  the  10th  March,  1847,  he  has  graoted 
an  annual  sum  of  50/.  to  our  noissionary  in  each  of  the  native  locations ;  as 
well  as  50/.  per  annum  in  aid  of  an  industrial  school  for  natives. 

The  state  of  the  Natal  Treasury,  at  present  admitting  of  little  extra  expea- 
ture,  I  beg  to  submit  the  arrangement  for  your  Lordship's  consideration. 


diturcj 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  H. 


G.  SMITH. 


End.  1  in  No.  13. 


£aelosuie  1  laNo^  13^ 
Sir,  Colonial  Office,  Natal,  July  20, 184& 

With  refewnce  to  your  letter  of  the  23d  Jtrly,  184S^,  No.  65,  stating  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Lieutemmt-Oovemer,  that  a  Despetth  had  been  received  from  the  Secretaiy  of 
State,  dated  10th  March,  1847,  in  which  his  Lordship  signifies  his  approval  of  his  Hoixmr^ 
proposal  that  an  allowance  of  SfX.  per  annmn  shall  be  paid  to  a  missionary  in  each  luttive 
location,  until  swperintendentis  can  be  appointed,  I  am  directed  by  the  Lietrtenanl^iovenior  to 

*  Page  101.    Papers  relative  to  Natal;  presented  by  Command,Jo]^,  1848* 
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transmit  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  copy  of  an  application  made  on  NATAL, 

the  subject  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Wesleyan  Missions^  together  with  his  Honour's  reply, 
fflgnifyin^  his  intention  to  assign  the  said  allowance  to  one  misrionary  within  each  location,  as 
soon  as  the  native  locations  have  been  finally  fixed. 

I  am  also  directed  to  state,  with  reference  to  Earl  Grey's  Despatch  of  the  10th  December,* 
184{r,  No.  46,  in  which  his  Lordship  states  *'  it  is  highly  important,  therefore,  that  die  schools 
should  be  encouraged  as  much  as  possible,  and  that  the  schools  should  be  of  an  industrial 
character,  &c.,  tfiat  his  Honour  has  alt'eady  assigned  from  the  1st  July  next,  the  said  allowance 
of  50/.  per  annum  to  the  Rev,  Mr.  Allison,  under  the  circumstsmces  more  fully  detailed  in  the 
enclosed  letters  from  Mr.  Allison,  dated  the  29th  May,  and  from  Mr.  Shaw,  dated  the  27th 
June,  together  with  his  Honour's  replies  to  both  the  said  letters,  dated  the  30th  May  and  27th 
June  last. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Honourable  the  Secretary  to  Government,  (Signed)  D.  M(X)Dre. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope. 


June  27,  184S. 

1. 
June  27, 1848. 

2. 
3. 

4. 

5  and  6. 

Enclosure  2  in  No.  13.  Encl,  2  in  No.  13. 

Sir,  Pieter  Maritzberg,  June  27,  1848. 

Refebring  to  your  letter  addressed  to  Rev.  W.  J.  Davies,  dated  December  21,  1846, 
wherein  you  communicate  the  fact  that  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor  had  recommended 
to  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  that  the  sum  of  502.  per  annum  should 
be  appropnated  from  the  Government  Revenue  in  aid  of  each  mission  on  the  native  locations, 
for  the  object  and  reasons  therein  assigned,  I  beg  leave  to  inquire,  whether  there  is  now  any 
probability  that  his  Honour*s  considerate  proposal  will  be  carried  into  effect. 

I  avail  myself  also  of  the  opportunity  of  requesting  you  to  bring  under  his  Honour's  notice, 
that  an  annual  grant  of  the  same  amount  for  similar  purposes  might  with  advantage  and  pro- 
priety be  made  to  those  missionaries  residing  in  any  of  the  towns  of  the  colony,  who  collect 
congregations  and  establish  schools  for  the  religious  instruction  of  the  native  tribes. 

Before  any  regulations  are  made  with  regard  to  the  annual  grant  of  money  from  the  public 
Treasury  of  the  district  of  Natal^  in  aid  of  any  ecclesiastical  establishments  whatever,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  just  claims  of  the  several  religious  denominations,  now  existing  in  the  colony, 
will  be  considered ;  for  as  any  provisi(Hi  made  by  the  Government  for  ecclesiastical  purposes 
must  be  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury  towards  which  all  contribute,  it  would  seem  reason- 
able that  all  should  participate  on  fair  and  equal  terms.  I  am  not  desirous  of  intruding  upon 
his  Honour's  attention,  a  discussion  of  the  subject  of  the  propriety,  or  otherwise  of  a  Govern- 
ment provision  for  religious  purposes,  in  this  colony,  but  I  trust  it  will  not  be  deemed  indecorous  ^ 
for  me  at  this  juncture  to  express  an  earnest  hope,  that  in  arranging  this  matter  in  this  new 
colony,  all  may  be  alike  favoured  on  some  just  and  equitable  principle,  or  otherwise,  that  none 
may  receive  any  assistance  at  all,  in  either  case,  I  should  for  myself  be  perfectly  satisfied. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  W.  Shaw. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  13.  End.  3  in  No.  13. 

Sir  Colonial  Office,  Natal,  June  27,  1848. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  LientenaBt-^Govemor  to  inform  you  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  this 
dat^  that  ae  soon  as  the  several  native  locations  have  been  finally  fixed,  he  will  be  prepared  to  • 

aangn  to  one  misttonary  in  each  native  location  in  this  district,  until  superintendents  can  be 
appointed,  the  sum  of  50/.  annually,,  in  the  hope  of  thereby  securing  the  assistance  indicated 

fenerally  in  the  last  paragraph  of  my  letter  to  the  Bev.  Mr.  Davies,  of  the  21st  December, 
8^,  and  to  which  you  have  referred ;  but  that  he  is  not  prepared  to  make  annual  grants  to 
missionaries  residinc  within  any  of  the  townir  of  the  district. 

With  regard  to  the  general  views  contained  in  your  letter,  as  to  public  provision  in  this 
diirtrict  for  eeclesiastieal  |mrpo8es>  bis  Honour  is  inclined  individually  to  subscribe  to  your 
<^inion  that  such  pnmsion  should  be  made  without  any  distinction  of  denomination,  but 
directs  nae  to  remark,  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  finances  of  the  district,  it  would  be  pre* 
mature  to  d^ermine  what  course  may  be  pursued,  should  the  Government  be  hereafter  called 
up<»i  to  grant  aid  for  purposes  purely  ecclesiastical. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Rev.  William  Sfaaw^  Pieter  Maritzberg,  (Signed)  D.  MoODiu. 

&c  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  4  in  Nt>.  13. 

To  his  Honour  Martin  West,  Esq.,  Lieut-Governor  of  Natal,  May  29,  1848.  End.  4  in  No.  13. 

Sis, 

I  HAVE  presumed  to  address  this  letter  to  your  Honour  on  the  civilization  of  the 

numerous  native  population  in  this  country,  a  subject  I  know  your  Honour  is  deeply  interested 

in,  as  well  as  every  intelligent  individual  in  the  colony  of  Natal. 

I  beg  leave  to  state,  for  the  information  of  your  Honour,  that  I 


your  Honour,  that  I  have  been  engaged  16  years 


*  Page  137.    Natal  Papers,  July,  1S4S. 


12 

Digitized  by 


Google 


56  CORRESPONDENCE  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

NATAL.  in  the  important  work  of  evangelizing  and  civilizing  the  heathens  of  South  Africa,  viz.^  in  the 

Griqua  tribes,  four  years;  with  the  Mantalee  nation,  eight  years;  with  the  Bechuanas>  one 

year ;  with  the  Acorazevasi  nation,  two  years ;  at  Natal,  one  year  and  eight  months.  In  each 
of  the  above-named  tribes  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  crown  my  labours  with  considerable 
success. 

The  means  I  have  used  have  been,  first,  the  preaching  and  enforcing  of  the  great  principles 
of  the  Bible  without  any  dogmas  whatever ;  secondly,  I  have  endeavoured  to  supply,  as  far  as 
my  private  means  have  enabled  me  to  do,  what  I  may  term  the  defective  part  of  modem 
missionary  enterprise,  viz.,  teaching  the  mechanical  arts  to  the  natives,  who  nave  embraced 
Christianity  in  order  to  their  complete  civilization. 

In  prosecuting  this  plan  I  have  taken  native  youths  into  my  family,  and  by  thus  entirely 
detaching  them  from  the  blighting  and  counteracting  influences  of  their  heathen  relatives,  the 
results  have  been  most  grati^ing.  Civilized  habits  have  proved  to  be  to  those  Christianized 
what  the  strong  enclosure  is  to  the  cultivated  garden. 

The  fruits  of  my  labours  are,  to  a  great  extent,  scattered  over  the  various  scenes  of  my 
missionary  operations  in  interior  Africa.  I  shall,  therefore,  confine  myself  to  stating  facts 
connected  with  the  Natal  mission  in  which  I  am  now  labouring,  and  which  is  within  the  sphere 
of  your  Honour's  observation. 

I  have,  your  Honour,  on  the  River  LoOn,  30  miles  south  of  Pieter  Maritzberff,  a  village 
built  after  the  manner  of  Europeans  by  the  natives  under  my  pastoral  care;  I  have  also  a 
Christian  church  there  consisting  of  103  members;  I  have  23  native  youths  residing  in  my 
family,  to  whom  I  devote  my  special  attention,  giving  them  daily  instruction  in  religion,  the  arts, 
agriculture,  &c.  Mrs.  Allison  conducts  a  girls'  school  of  industry,  consisting  of  32  native  girls, 
who  are  taught  with  a  view  to  their  becoming  suitable  wives  to  the  youths  above-named. 
Youths  instructed  by  myself  in  the  far  interior  have  just  completed  the  erection  of  one  of  the 
last  dwelling-houses  in  rieter  Maritzber^;  there  are,  moreover,  10  native  teachers  of  religion 
now  labouring  in  various  parts  of  the  Natal  colony,  who  were  formerly  boys  trained  in  my 
family,  and  whose  labours  have  been  already  blessed  to  their  fellow-countrymen.  Now,  your 
Honour,  this  very  success  has  led  me  into  difficulties.  My  establishment  has  become  too 
large  for  the  means  at  my  disposal.  I  know  the  Cape  colony  abounds  with  benevolent  indivi- 
duals, and  1  intend  making  an  application  to  them  for  aid  to  enable  me  to  carry  out  my  plans 
in  the  extension  of  this  godly  undertaking ;  and  I  write  this  letter  to  your  Honour,  humbly  to 
solicit  an  expression  of  your  Honour's  sentiments,  as  to  the  correctness  of  my  statements,  that 
such  individuals  may  be  assured  the  object  proposed  is  in  every  way  worthy  of  this  philanthropic 
support. 

I  am,  &c., 
(Signed)  J.  Allison,  Wesleyan  Missionary. 


End.  5  in  No.  13.  Enclosure  5  in  No.  13. 

Sir,  Pieter  Maritzberg,  June  27,  1848. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  his 
Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor  the  circumstances  of  diflSculty  in  which  the  Wesleyan  missioa 
among  the  natives  residing  at  the  Indaleni  is  placed,  in  consequence  of  the  mission  buildings 
having  been  erected  upon  land,  to  which,  it  appears,  Mr.  Grert  Rudolph  has  some  pretension 
or  title. 

I  believe  you  are  aware  that  Mr.  Allison  has  commenced,  and  is  desirous  of  continuing  a 
"  Manual  Labour  School,**  for  training  young  people  of  both  sexes  belonging  to  the  native 
tribes,  at  the  place  referred  to;  his  plans  and  proposals  having  been  submitted  to  us,  he  has 
received  the  official  sanction  of  the  Society  to  the  continuance  of  the  school,  on  certain  condi- 
tions, which  have  been  agreed  upon. 

One  of  the  necessary  conditions  is,  that  not  less  than  50/.  per  annum  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Natal  Government,  in  aid  of  an  object  so  important  in  its  bearing  on  the  general  education 
and  welfare  of  the  natives  within  this  settlement. 

It  will,  however,  be  obvious  to  you,  that  unless  some  arrangement  can  be  made  by  a  mnt 
of  land  to  Mr.  Rudolph^  or  otherwise,  so  as  that  he  may  be  induced  to  relinquish  his  claim  in 
favour  of  the  Society,  it  will  be  impossible  for  us  to  expend  any  more  money  in  the  erection  of 
the  requisite  buildings  on  the  place,  or  even  to  continue  Mr.  Allison  on  that  station,  since  it  can 
hardly  be  expected  that  the  Society  should  erect  buildings  on  lands  to  which  it  possesses  no 
title.  If  the  form  in  question  can,  by  any  arrangement  which  may  occur  to  his  Honour,  be 
secured  for  this  object,  together  with  a  moderate  extension  on  the  adjacent  Government  and 
unappropriated  lands,  so  that  a  native  population  of  1500  or  2000  people  may  be  located 
thereon,  we  think,  in  this  case,  that  our  Society  will  be  favourable  to  the  continuance  of  that 
mission,  including  the  Manual  Labour  School,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Allison. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  having  been  pleased  to^  communicate  to  Mr.  Allison  the  favourable 
opinion  entertained  by  his  Honour  of  the  projected  institution,  I  trust  you  will  excuse  my 
urging  as  early  a  settlement  of  this  business  as  circumstances  will  allow,  should  his  Honour 
deem  it  practicable  to  effect  any  arrangement  of  the  nature  referred  to  above;  as  until  the 
Lieutenant-Governor*s  decision  hereupon  is  made  known  to  us,  Mr.  Allison's  labours  will  be 
much  checked  and  hindered,  and  the  buildings  must  of  necessity  be  delayed. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Hon.  D.  Moodie,  Esq.,  (Signed)  W.  Shaw.  -. 

Secretary  to  Government 
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Enclosure  6  in  No.  13.  NATAL. 

Sir,  Colonial  Office,  Natal,  May  30,  1848.        End.  6  in  No.  13. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday's  date,  detailing  your  proceedings  in  evangelizing  and  civilizing  the  heathen  in 
various  parts  of  South  Africa  during  the  last  16  years ;  the  success  which  nas  attended  your 
labours,  the  consequent  increase  of  your  establishment  beyond  the  means  at  your  disposal, 
your  intention  to  apply  to  benevolent  individuals  for  the  necessary  aid,  and  your  request  that 
jriis  Honour  would  express  his  sentiments  as  to  the  correctness  of  your  statements,  in  order, 
'*  that  such  individuals  may  be  assured  the  object  proposed  is  in  every  way  worthy  of  their 
philanthropic  support." 

I  am  to  inform,  in  reply,  that  from  the  very  striking  results  of  your  labours  in  this  district, 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  has  no  doubt  they  have  been  equally  successful  elsewhere,  and  that  the 
most  beneficial  results  will  continue  to  attend  exertions  so  well  directed  as  yours  and  those  of 
Mrs.  Allison  in  the  instruction  of  youth,  both  in  religion  and  in  the  industrious  arts,  and  more 
especially  in  your  system  of  seltlinor  the  natives  whom  you  have  instructed,  after  they  are 
married,  in  civilized  villages,  where  their  subsistence  depends  upon  the  industry  you  have  so 
well  directed,  and  where  there  is  every  prospect  that  they  are  not  likely  to  relapse,  as  is  too 
frequently  the  case,  into  the  barbarous  habits  from  which  they  have  been  weaned. 

With  these  sentiments,  upon  the  merits  of  your  exertions,  I  need  hardly  add,  that  his 
Honour  has  much  pleasure  in  thus  expressing  them,  in  further  informing  you,  that  he  will  be 
prepared  to  give  the  most  favourable  consideration  to  any  appUcation  you  may  deem  it 
expedient  to  make,  for  aid  from  the  public  revenues,  towards  the  furtherance  of  a  system  of 
instruction  from  which  practical  results  of  the  highest  public  importance  may  be  reasonably 
anticipated. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Rev.  J.  Allison,  Wesleyan  Missionary.  (Signed)  D.  Moodtb. 


Enclosure  7  in  No.  13.  Encl.  7  in  No.  13. 

Sib,  Colonial  Office,  Natal,  June  27,  1848. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  inform  you,  with  reference  to  your  letter 
of  this  date,  upon  the  subject  of  the  institution  established  by  Mr.  Allison,  that  as  his  Honour 
is  fully  satisfied  of  the  importance  of  such  institutions,  and  especially  of  schools  of  an  industrial 
character,  he  will  be  prepared  to  assign  to  Mr.  Allison,  in  support  of  his  school,  the  sum  of 
50/.  per  annum  from  the  1st  day  of  July  next,  being  the  lowest  sum  which  you  state  to  be 
necessary  for  the  purpose^  and  the  sum  also  which  his  Honour  had  proposed  to  assign  for  the 
encouragement  of  missions  with  native  locations  until  superintendents  could  be  appointed. 

With  regard  to  the  claim  which  is  stated  to  have  been  advanced  to  the  land  upon  which 
Mr.  Allison's  establishment  has  been  placed,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  this  question 
will  be  referred  to  the  Commission  appointed  under  the  Proclamation  of  the  10th  February, 
1848,  to  investigate  all  claims  to  land,  and  to  suggest  sites  of  native  locations. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  D.  Moodie. 

The  Rev.  William  Shaw,  Pieter  Maritzberg. 


(No.  155.)  No.  14.  N^-  *^- 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  to  AnswaredDectr. 

Earl  Grey.  i84s,No.240.p.90. 

Camp,  Winberg,  North  of  the  Great  Orange  River, 
September  10,  1848. 
My  Lord,  (Received  December  14,  1848.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  and  gratification  to  report,  that  the  rebellion  in  this 
sovereignty,  which  had  attained,  I  admit,  to  a  greater  height  than  was  at  first 
anticipated,  has  been  most  completely  and  thoroughly  suppressed  by  the  afiair 
of  "  Boom  Plaats ;'  in  which  I  have  subsequently  ascertained  the  loss  of  the 
insurgents  in  killed  and  wounded,  in  the  total  rout  of  these  misguided  men, 
was  far  greater  than  previously  reported  to  your  Lordship.  The  example 
afforded  to  the  rebellious  by  the  execution  of  two  of  their  number  at  Bloem 
Fontien  on  the  4th  instant,  has  also  done  much  to  put  an  end  to  this  disturb- 
ance. Tliese  men  were  tried  by  a  general  court-martial,  with  every  legal 
formality  ;  the  sentence  awarded  was  inflicted  within  a  few  hours ;  and  it  has 
struck  terror  into  the  hearts  of  the  disaffected,  and  has  shown  to  the  well- 
disposed  the  power  of  the  law. 

2.  Without  troubling  your  Lordship  with  any  voluminous  detail,  I  enclose 
the  documents  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  which  so  clearly  set  forth  con- 
current events,  and  the  measures  I  have  adopted,  that  I  hope  you  will  thus  be 
put  in  possession  of  the  whole. 
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tr^TAL.  3^  I  j^j^  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that  the  number  of  the  well-disposed 

exceeds  that  of  the  disaffected  in  the  proportion  of  nine  in  ten.  It  may  be 
asked,  Why  then  did  they  not  resist  the  rebels?  The  reply  is,  the  traitor 
Pretorius,  who  possesses  ability,  great  cunning,  and  the  tact  to  assume  aulJiorily 
over  a  scattered  population,  unusual  in  a  man  of  his  limited  education,  brought 
with  him  from  beyond  the  Vaal  River,  about  200  persons  of  ruined  character, 
as  a  nucleus;  and  by  sending  parties  to  the  scattered  farm-houses,  compelled 
the  young  and  the  able  to  join  him,  keeping  them  afterwards  with  him  under  a 
constant  and  peculiar  surveillance.  The  manner  in  which  they  fled  from  a 
disaster,  shows  their  readiness  to  abandon  a  cause  which  they  were  unwillingly 
brought  to  espouse.  Of  this  I  have  had  so  many  assurances  since  my  arrival 
at  this  camp,  from  young  men,  accompanied  by  their  parents,  coming  to  lay 
down  their  arrns^  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  that  the  fact  becomes  indis- 
putable. 

4.  Au  outbreak  of  this  kind  will  not  again  occur,  as  I  shall  construct  a  small, 
but  tenable  redoubt  at  "Bloem  Fontien,"  armed  with  four  iron  9-pound^ 
guns ;  which  will  not  only  serve  as  a  defence,  but  will  have  the  moral  effect  of 
deterring  the  Boers  from  any  attempt  to  interrupt  in  future  the  British  resident. 
I  shall  leave  also  for  the  present  two  companies  of  the  45th  Regiment,  one 
company  of  the  Cape  Corps,  and  a  detachment  of  Sappers  and  Miners,  and 
artillery,  with  three  field  guns ;  and  this  military  post,  one  which  was  pre- 
viously established  by  Sir  Peregrine  Maitland,  and  which  I  had  reduced  in 
numbers  as  it  now  appears  very  imprudently,  is  the  only  one  throughout  the 
territory,  or  in  support  upon  the  immediate  frontier  of  the  colony,  which  I 
consider  it  necessary  to  maintain.  It  will  be  supplied  with  provisions  at  a 
reasonable  rate.  All  other  detachments  of  corps  will  march  back  to  the 
eastern  fVontier,  under  the  able  command  of  that  valuable  officer,  Lieut.- 
Colonel  BuUer,  who  is  fast  recovering  from  his  wound 

5. 1  shall  lose  no  time  in  repairing  to  the  seat  of  Government,  vid  the  district 
of  "  Albert,"  the  military  villages,  British  Kafraria,  and  Graham*s  Town. 

6.  The  expense  attending  this  movement  of  about  1000  men  of  all  de- 
scriptions, will  consist  in  transport  alone.  Everything,  I  do  assure  your  liord- 
ship,  has  been  conducted  upon  principles  of  the  strictest  economy ;  and  I  hope 
not  only  to  be  able  to  make  the  rel:^ls  pay  the  full  amount,  but  that  some 
surplus  may  remain,  to  indemnify  for  their  losses  many  suflerers  by  Hiis 
scourge  and  curse  of  war. 

7.  All  the  great  native  chiefs  were  present  at  the  meeting  of  yesterday,  the 
♦  See  page  62.         proceedings  of  which  are  enclosed  ;*  and  I  beg  again  to  draw  your  Lordship's 

marked  attention  to  their  late  faithful  conduct,  during  a  period  of  some  weeks; 
when  they  were  apparently  abandoned  to  their  fate  by  the  temporary  though 
sweeping  success  of  Pretorius ;  who,  by  every  kind  of  duplicity  and  intimi* 
dation,  endeavoured  to  lead  them  from  their  faith  towards,  and  reliance  upon 
the  protection  of.  Her  Majesty.  The  Chief  M oshesh  is  really  a  wonderful 
man ;  but  I  cannot  induce  him  to  embrace  Christianity.  The  conduct  of  Ae 
great  Chief  M arokko,  and  of  the  Griqua  Chiefs,  Adam  Kok  and  Waterboer, 
has  been  most  exemplary. 

8.  By  the  quelling  of  this  rebellion,  a  large  community  of  British  subjects, 
instead  of  being  permitted  to  fall  into  barbarism,  and  thus  become  fearful 
enemies  upon  our  frontier,  will  now  be  brought  under  the  influence  of  religion 
luid  law — ^the  natives^  of  whose  territory  the  emigrants  have  become  posseted 
by  means  which  will  not  bear  too  minute  an  inquiry,  will  be  protected,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  colony  generally,  will  regard  the  exertions  made  to  preserve 
order  and  tranquillity  as  having  been  as  decided,  as  the  means  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Executive  have  shown  themselves  to  be  irreastible. 

9*  TMs  event  will  moreover  tend  to  tranquillize  the  well  disposed,  and  pat 
down  the  disaffected,  in  the  district  of  Natcd,  and  restore  to  it  its  emigrant 
population ;  for  I  have  sent,  as  set  forth  in  my  public  proceedings,  perenqitory 
orders  for  the  return  of  these  unfortunate  men,  whom  the  arch-rebel  Pretorius 
induced  to  abandon  their  homes  under  imaginary  grievances,  solely  to  aid  him 
in  the  ambitious  views  which  he  entertained,  of  making  himself  paramount  in 
tins  territory. 

IOj  It  will  also  prove  to  the  disaffected  in  that  district  as  well  as  to  the 
Chief  Panda,  that  when  the  exercise  of  power  was  called  for,  I  had  disposable 
troops  to  send  into  their  vicinity. 
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1 1.  I  cannot  conclude  this  Dospotch  without  once  more  attracting  your         nat ai^ 
Lordship's  favorable  regard  and  attention  to  the  services  rendered  hj  the  '"""^ 

detachments  of  Her  Migesty's  soldiers^  who  were  brought  from  so  great  a 
distance.  Their  marches  have  been  long ;  they  have  encountered  storms ;  and 
frequently  had  unfordable  rivers  to  contend  with ;  and  they  have  beaten  an 
enemy,  ported  in  a  position  almost  inaccessible.  All  are  at  this  moment  in 
high  spirits ;  and  so  excellent  is  this  climate,  they  have  not  a  sick  man  among 
them.  Both  officers  and  men  have  been  as  zealous  in  the  perfonm^ce  of  aU 
duties,  whether  of  honour  or  of  fatigue,  as  acquires  for  them  the  already  esfca?- 
Uished  renown  of  a  British  soldier. 

T  jiavfi    &C 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Gf?y.  (Signed)  H.  G.  SMITH. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 

1  heg  to  draw  your  JLordship  s  particular  attention  to  the  enclosed  copies  of 
letters  from  Fretorius,  showing  as  they  do  so  clearly  the  ambitious  motives 
which  actuated  the  rebel. 
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Enclosure  1  in  No.  14. 

Proclamation 

By  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-Genera]  Sir  Henry  George  Wakelyn  Smith,  Baronet, 
Knight  Grand  Gross  of  the  Most  Honourable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath,  Colonel  of 
the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Rifle  Brigade,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Settlement  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  South  Africa,  and  of  the  Territories  and 
Dependencies  thereof,  and  Ordinary  and  Vice- Admiral  of  the  same;  and  Her 
Majesty's  High  Commissioner  for  the  settling  and  adjustment  of  the  Aflairs  6(  the 
Territories  in  Southern  Africa,  adjacent  and  contiguous  to  the  Eastern  and  Notth- 
Eastem  Frontier  of  the  said  Colony,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Whbrkas  the  wieked  rebellion,  excited  and  fomented  by  one  Andciee  Wilhelmus 
Jacobus  PretoriuB,  has  been  efiBctually  put  down  by  force  of  Her  Majesty *s  aroM  at  '^  BeoM 
Plaats,"  where  the  rebek  dared  to  dispute  the  passage  of  Her  Majesty  s  troops,  thereby  eaustoff 
a  coafliot  in  which  49  burghers  were  left  dead  upon  the  field,  upwards  of  150  woanded,  and 
the  remainder,  many  of  them  leaving  behind  their  horses,  arms,  ana  clothing,  dispersed  and  put 
to  flight  in  every  direction ;  and  the  insult  oflfered  to  Her  Majesty's  authority  himng  been  thus 
avenged,  as  was  declared  in  my  Manifesto  of  the  29th  of  March  last  such  act  should  be;, 
and  whereas  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law — Death— was  carried  into  execution  at  Bloem 
Fontein,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  September,  upon  the  bodies  of  certain  rebels,  vis., 
Thomas  Dreyer,  burgher,  and  Michael  Quigling,.a  deserter  from  Her  Majesty's  service;  an4 
whereas  I  have  this  day  arrived  at  Winberg  with  a  body  of  troops,  to  enforce  rule  and  obedi- 
ence to  the  commands  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  England;  and  whereas,  on  the 
3rd  February  last,  I  did  proclaim  the  sovereignty  of  Her  Majesty  over  the  territory  from  tka 
Orange  River  north  to  the  Vaal  River,  which  a  band  of  rebels  has  ventured  to  oppose;  I  now 
se-proclaim  that  sovereignty,  under  a  royal  salute  of  21  guns,  having  by  foree  of  arms  dis- 
persed these  rebels. 

And  for  the  better  and  more  efieient  government  of  the  territory  to  the  east  and  north  of  the* 
Great  Orange  River,  over  which  Her  Majesty's  authority  has  been  extended,  I  do  hereby 
proclaini  and  declare  that  tract  of  country  situated  between  the  Sand  River  and  the  Vasd 
Kiver,  and  bounded  towards  the  south  by  the  Draakberg  Mountains,  to  be  constituted  a  fourth 
district  of  the  Sovereignty  aforesaid. 

Thus  there  will  be — 

1.  The  district  of  Bloem  Fontein,  under  the  British  Resident,  Major  Warden. 

2.  The  district  of  Caledon,  to  which  I  have  appointed  Thomas  Vowe,  Esq.,  Civil  Commis- 
sioner and  Magistrate. 

3.  The  district  of  Winberg,  coniprising  the  territory  extending  from  the  Bloem  Fontein  dis- 
trict to  the  Sand  River,  and  up  to  the  Draakberg  Mountains,  to  which  I  appoint,  pending  my 
further  decision,  Frederick  Rex,  Esq.,  Civil  Commissioner  and  Magistrate. 
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NATAL.  4.  The  district  of  Vaal  River,  to  which  I  appoint  as  landdrost  that  peace-loving  and  wdl- 

"^^  disposed  burgher,  Hendrik  Potgieter,  who  will  select  and  nominate  his  neld  contimfiLndants  and 

field  comets,  and  will  be  held  responsible  to  me  duly  to  observe  obedience  and  good  faith 
towards  Her  Majesty  and  the  authority  in  me  vested.  And  the  salary  of  the , landdrost,  and 
the  amount  of  quit  rents,  which  will  be  trifling,  shall  be  hereafter  determined,  when  I  see 
Mjmheer  Potgieter  and  other  influential  men. 

And  whereas  these  rebels  did  commit  various  wanton  acts,  and  did  also  wickedly  pillage 
many  houses,  the  property  of  well-disposed  persons  at  Winburg,  I  hereby  proclaim  that  I  shall 
appoint  a  Commissioner,  to  levy  such  fines  upon  those  who  took  part  in  the  rebellion^  as  shall 
not  only  aid  in  defraying  the  expenses  entailed  upon  Government  by  this  wicked  war,  but 
indemnify  the  ^ood  men  for  their  losses,  who  sufTered  by  the  acts  of  the  evil ;  and  I  will  banish 
from  the  distnct  of  Winberg  all  rebels  and  disturbers  of  the  peace,  and  will  confiscate  their 
property,  with  the  exception  of  Mynheer  Paul  B ester,  of  the  Winberg  district^  and  Mynheer 
Gert  Kreiger,  of  the  district  of  Vaal  River,  to  whom  I  extend  Her  Majesty's  gracious  {^irdoiL 
These  men,  although  they  wickedly  turned  out,  did  endeavour  to  restrain  the  acts  of  violence 
and  bloodshed  of  that  arch-rebel  Pretorius. 

And  I  hereby  make  known,  that  all  marriages  heretofore  contracted  in  the  district  of  Win- 
burg, and  not  recorded  as  set  forth  in  my  Proclamation,  are  illegal ;  and  the  offspring  thereof 
can  inherit  no  property  within  the  colony. 

And  I  hereby  prohibit  all  public  meetings,  and  I  hold  any  one  guilty  of  felony  who  shall 
endeavour  to  convene  any;  and,  if  they  attempt  to  do  so,  I  have  posted*  at  Bloem  Fontein  a 
large  force  of  guns,  cavalry,  and  infantry,  to  suppress  the  same  by  force  of  arms ;  and  I  will 
construct  such  a  fortification  at  Bloem  Fontein,  well  defended  by  cannon,  as  shall  ensure  its 
safely  during  the  absence  of  the  troops  in  the  field. 

And  whereas  it  appears  that  the  post,  established  for  public  convenience  and  utility,  between 
Winberg  and  Natal,  has  been  interfered  with,  and  letters  opened,  I  do  hereby  make  known, 
that  any  person  who  shall  interrupt  the  same  shall  be  guilty  of  felony. 

And  I  do  likewise  make  known, .  that  any  person  who  shall  disseminate  any  papers  or 
documents  of  a  treasonable  nature,  or  shall  connive  at  their  dissemination^  or  smdl  hold  any 
intercourse  with  Pretorius,  Jacobs,  and  others  prdscribed,  shall  be  guilty  of  felony. 

And  having,  in  my  Proclamation  of  the  2nd  Sept.,  offered  the  sum  of  500/.  for  the  appre- 
hension of  one  WiLLEM  Jacobs,  I  now  double  that  sum;  and  I  hereby  offer  the  like  sum  for 
the  apprehension  of  one  Andries  Spies,  a  notorious  rebel;  and  500/.  for  Frederick 
Bezuidenhout. 

And  I  do  hereby  offer  a  reward  of  500/.  for  Adrian  Standers,  and  do  now  make  known 
his  conduct  to  the  world,  affording  as  it  does  an  ample  example  of  the  state  of  society  beyond 
the  Orange  River.  This  man  was  living  in  intimacy  with,  and  close  to,  Mr.  Erwee,  a  most 
respectable  farmer ;  he  was  even  very  lately  at  the  funeral  of  one  of  Mr.  Er wee's  sons.  Scarcely 
had  the  outbreak  commenced,  when  he  seized  his  neighbour's  property  as  his  own ;  another 
rebel,  of  the  name  of  Jacobus  Meyer,  at  the  same  time  taking  possession  of  Bloem  Fontein, 
and  actually  ploughing  Major  Warden's  field.  Such  instances  of  a  total  ignorance  of  the 
rights  of  naan  must  be  blazoned  forth.  The  desire  of  plunder,  not  a  feeling  of  patriotism, 
actuates  the  rebel,  by  whom  private  property  is  neither  respected  nor  regarded. 
.  And  I  hereby  proclaim,  that  the  information  which  led  me  to  impute  to  Mynheer  Krynauw 
the  heinous  crime  of  having  been  one  of  the  first  to  order  the  rebels  to  fire,  proving  to  be  fake, 
he  having  left  the  rebel  camp,  I  do  absolve  him  of  the  same. 

And  I  hereby  proclaim  my  marked  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  Mynheer  Gert  Hendrik 
Meyer,  Wessels,  and  their  party  at  Winberg,  who  manfully  and  gallantly  formed  themselves 
into  a  camp  near  Winberg,  and  did  resist  and  repel  any  attempt  made  by  the  rebels  upon'them ; 
and  also  of  that  of  Field-Commandant  Sneyman,  of  the  Caledon  River,  who,  with  upwards  of 
500  families,  did  the  same,  as  likewise  of  that  of  Mr.  Erwee,  Field-Commandant  Erasmus, 
and  Field-Comet  Cloete,  and  Field-Cornet  M.  Overalster  and  their  people,  all  of  whom  have, 
by  thus  uniting  themselves,  preserved  the  greater  part  of  their  flocks  and  herds  from  robbers ; 
and  I  will  not  omit  to  make  such  meritorious  conduct  towards  rebels  against  Her  Majesty's 
authority,  and  oppressors  of  their  fellow-subjects,  known  to  the  Queen.  I  also  highly  applaud 
the  conduct  of  Mynheer  Potgieter.  in  consideration  of  which  I  have  appointed  him  Landdrost. 

My  Manifesto  is  now  verified,  and  I  hereby  desire  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Natal  district 
to  return  to  their  homes.  If  they  neglect  this  warning,  and  do  not  do  so,  they  had  better  look 
after  their  herds  and  cattle,  lest  I  sweep  them  off*. 

These  are  the  outlines  of  my  proceedings  pending  further  information ;  and  I  annex  here- 
under my  Proclamation  of  the  2nd  Septeriaber  at  Bloem  Fontein;  that  all  may  know  that, 
however  desirous  I  am  and  have  always  proved  myself  to  be,  for  the  welfare  of  the  Dutch 
community,  insult  to  Her  Majesty's  authority  is,  and  ever  shall  be,  avenged. 

God  save  the  Queen  ! 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Winberg,  this  7th  day  of  September,  1848. 

(Signed)  H.  G.  Smith. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency,  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner, 

(Signed)  Richard  Southey,  Secretaty. 
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Euclosure  2  in  No.  14.  NATAL. 

Pboclamation  End.  2  in  No.  14. 

By  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Henry  George  Wakelyn  Smith,  Baronet, 
Knight!  Grand  Cross  of  the  most  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Colonel  of  the 
Second  Battalion  of  the  Rifle  Bri^^e^  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
>  Settlement  of  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope  in  South  Africa^  and  of  the  Territories  and 
Dependencies  thereof,  and  Ordinary;  and  Vice* Admiral  of  the  same;  and  Her 
Majesty's  High  Commissioner  for^e  settling  and  adjustment  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Territories  in  Southern  Africa,  adjacent  bm  contiguous  to  the  Efiistem  and  North- 
Eastem  Frontier  of  the  said  Colony,  &c.  be. 

Whereas  a  wicked  rebellion  was  created  and  fomented  by  one  Andries  Wilhelmus 
Jacobus  Prktorius,  now  proscribed  as  a  rebel,  and  for  whose  apprehension  a  reward  of 
1000/.  has  been  offered,  and  the  sum  of  500^.  for  that  of  one  Willem  Jacobs,  the  afore- 
said Pretorius  proclaiming  to  the  country  at  lar^e  that  now  was  the  time  to  be  what  he  terms 
"free,"  viz.,  the  permitted  oppressors  of  their  fellow-countrymen,  as  well  as  of  the  natives; 
and  that  he  would  deliver  this  sovereignty  of  that  British  rule  which  the  good  men  had 
sought,  and  for  which  they  had  petitioned  Government,  and  then  proceeded  to  do  the  same  at 
Natal ;  through  which  rebellion  the  British  Resident  was  compelled  by  an  armed  force  to 
abandon  his  position  at  Bloem  Fontein,  where  he  was  posted  to  carry  out  the  commands  and 
obey  the  oraers  of  Her  Majesty,  or  of  Her  representative:  And  whereas,  when  I  was 
marching  a  body  of  Her  Majesty's  troops  to  avenge  this  insult,  and  to  quell  this  wicked 
rebellion,  which  had  rendered  this  land,  previously  flourishing  and  happy,  a  scene  of  devas- 
tation and  abandonment — driving  well  disposed  men,  their  wives,  children,  and  herds,  into 
mountain  fastnesses,  &c.,  to  seek  protection  and  safety — I  was  opposed  by  nearly  1000  rebels 
under  the  command  of  this  arch-traitor  Pretorius,  endeavouring  by  an  ambuscade  to  interrupt 
mv  passage,  but  of  which  I  was  in  good  time  aware;  by  which  opposition  several  of  Her 
Aiajesty's  officers  and  soldiers  were  kilkd  and  wounded,  49  of  the  rebels  having  been,  however, 
counted  dead  upon  the  field,  12  killed  in  one  place  by  a  round  shot^  and  their  loss  in  wounded, 
in  arms^  and  horses,  &c.,  being  also  considerable ;  it  now  remains,  the  insult  to  Her  Majesty *s 
authority  having  been  thus  fully  avenged  by  force  of  arms,  for  the  full  vigour  of  the  law  to  have 
its  effect :  and  having  this  day  arrived  at  Bloem  Fontein,  with  a  body  of  Her  Majesty's  troops 
for  this  purpose,  I  hereby,  in  virtue  of  the  authority  in  me  vested,  do  make  known  to  all  Her 
Majesty  s  subjects  who  shall  be  proved  to  be  guilty  of  rebellion  by  having  joined  the  rebels  in 
arms  under  this  Pretorius,  that  their  property  is  confiscated  ;  and  1  further  make  known  to  all 
those  Her  Majesty's  subjects  who  have  aided  or  abetted  these  rebels  by  furnishing  them  with 
horses,  provisions,  or  transport,  that  they  are  and  shall  be  subject  to  such  fine  as  shall  be 
imposed  upon  them,  after  the  investigation  of  a  Commission  which  shall  be  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  information  and  awarding  such  fine. 

And  I  hereby  proclaim  to  every  rebel,  and  aider  in  rebellion,  that  I  have  directed  the 
seizure  of  all  monies  and  properties  which  he  may  possess  within  the  colony,  pending  a  legal 
process,  or  the  receipt  of  Her  Majesty's  commands. 

And  I  hereby  proclaim  and  make  known  the  satisfaction  which  I  derive,  and  which  I  will 
truly  and  faithfully  represent  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  England,  from  the  conduct  of  the 
majority  of  the  householders  of  the  Dutch  Christian  inhabitants,  whose  welfare  I  have  so  much 
at  heart,  as  well  as  of  all  the  native  tribes  within  the  Sovereignty  aforesaid,  viz.,  Moshesh, 
Moroko,  Molitsani,  Sikonyela,  Lepuis ;  and  the  Griqua  chiefs  Waterboer,  Kaptyn  Adam  Kok, 
Cornelius  Kok,  Jan  Bloem,  &c.,  who,  although  tampered  with  by  the  arch-rebel  Pretorius, 
who,  by  means  of  falsehood  and  fraud,  endeavoured  to  convince  them  that  their  cause  was 
abandoned  by  Her  Majesty,  nevertheless  remained  unshaken  in  their  faith  and  firm  reliance 
on  the  resolve  of  Her  Majesty's  representative  to  march  immediately  to  their  protection. 

And  I  hereby  proclaim  and  make  known  the  abhorrence  with  which  I  regard  the  acts  of 
these  rebels,  who  have  driven  by  intimidation  from  their  homes  the  honest  and  industrious 
householders,  burned  their  doors  and  windows,  and  seized  their  horses,  cattle,  meal,  and  other 
property. 

And  I  hereby  make  known,  that  so  soon  as  sums  shall  have  been  raised  to  defray  the 
expenses  incurred  by  Government  in  putting  down  this  wicked  rebellion,  1  will  endeavour  so  to 
manage  the  funds  of  the  Sovereignty  in  question,  that  those  who  have  been  great  losers  by  the 
acts  of  the  rebels,  and  have  remained  faithful  in  their  allegiance  to  Her  Majesty,  shall  at  some 
future  time  receive  all  the  indemnification  such  funds  can  afford. 

And  I  do  now  proclaim  and  offer  a  reward  of  lOOOZ.,  in  addition  to  the  1000/.  already 
offered,  for  the  apprehension  of  the  rebel  Andries  Wilhelmus  Jacobus  Pretorius,  and 
the  1000/.  for  any  information  which  may  lead  to  his  apprehension.  And  I  hereby  confiscate 
any  property  he  may  have  title  to  within  the  rule  of  Her  Majesty.  And,  as  it  appears  that 
one  Andries  Spies,  and  one  Jan  Krymaan,  (the  latter  of  whom  did  within  the  last  fe^v 
weeks  petition  me  to  absolve  him  from  a  previous  outlawry,)  are  the  persons  among  the  rebels 
who,  on  the  29th  August,  at  "  Boem  Plaats."  ordered  them  first  to  fire,  and  were  thereby  the 
immediate  cause  of  sliedding  the  blood  of  Her  Majesty's  troops,  who  had  my  positive  orders 
not  to  fire  until  fired  upon,  which  order  they  strictly  obeyed ;  I  do  hereby  offer  a  reward  of 
500/.  sterling  for  the  apprehension  and  delivering  into  tlie  hands  of  any  of  Her  Majesty's 
officers,  civil  or  military,  of  each  of  these  offenders,  and  a  like  sum  of  500/.  for  that  of  Louw 
Pretorius,  of  the  Caledon  River,  the  great  disturber  of  the  quiet  of  that  district. 

And  1  hereby  proclaim  and  make  known,  that  the  crime  of  rebellion,  and  bearing  arms 
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NATAL.  against  Her  Majesty's  authority^  hating  been  fully  proved  to  me  against  the  under- mentioned 

persons,  I  hereby  confiscate  their  property,  viz.,  Jan  knTMAAN,  Louw  Pretorios,  Frederic^ 

Otto,  Jan  Jacobs,  Philip  Van  Collar,  Jan  Viljobn,  Adriaan  Standbrs,  and  their 
farms  shall  be  offered  for  sale. 

And  whereas  it  has  been  fully  prored  to  me  Uiat  the  under-mentioned  individuals  have 
aided^  abetted,  and  asmted  the  re^l  cause,  I  hereby  award  the  following  fines  to  be  levied  oo 
them  (or  their  persons  apprehended),  to  aid  m  defraying  the  expenses  of  this  widbed  rebelUon, 
and  the  indenmifioation  of  individual  suffereis  thereby  :— 
Okkbr  Jacobus  Van  ScHALKvrf k,  200/.  (two  hundred). 
Pipt  Louw,  160/.  (one  hundred  aad  fifty). 
Roblof  Grobbrlaar^  50/.  (fifty). 
Chrtstoffel  Snyman,  100/.  (one  hundred). 
Jan  Botkr,  150/.  (one  hundred  and  fifty). 

And  I  hereby  desire  all  families  to  return  to  their  houses,  and  all  fathers,  whose  sons  (or 
relatives)  being  minors  were  in  the  field  with  the  rebels,  to  bring  me  their  arms ;  or  the  said 
parents  shall  be  held  responsible.     Many  have  already  brought  them. 

These  are  the  first  arrangements  for  the  districts  of  Bloem  Pontein  and  Caledon.  ^  I  shall 
proceed  without  delay  to  Winburg,  to  carry  out  the  declarations  contained  in  my  Manifesto  of 
the  29th  day  of  March  last. 

God  save  the  Queen  ! 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Bloem  Pontein,  this  2nd  day  of  September,  1848. 
(Signed)  H.  G.  Smith,  Governor,  and  High  Commissioner. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner^ 

(Signed)  Richard  Southey,  Secretary . 


End.  3  in  No.  14.  Enclosure  3  in  No.  14. 

Camp,  Winberg,  September  8,  1848. 

Richard  Southey,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner,  will 
remain  in  the  sovereignty  north  of  the  Orange  River^  on  private  and  confidential  duty,  con- 
nected with  the  Commissioners,  of  which  he  will  be  President* in- Chief,  herein  .appointed  tor 
the  purpose  of  selling  confiscated  property,  and  levying  fines,  to.be  imposed  on  those  who  fired 
upon  Her  Majesty's  soldiers  on  the  29ih  ultimo,  at  Boem  Plaats,  or  who  were  embodied  with 
the  rebels,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  this  wicked  war ;  and,  ultimately,  if  the 
funds  prove  equal  to  it,  of  indemnifying  for  their  losses  the  sufierers  who  have  been  driven  from 
their  homes. 

The  sums  awarded  are  to  be  forthwith  levied,  or  the  person  secured,  and  the  fire-arms  deli* 
vered  up. 

The  most  accurate  and  detailed  accounts,  with  receipts  and  vouchers,  are  to  be  transmitted 
to  his  Excellency  the  High  Commissioner ;  and  all  monies  are  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
the  chief  commissariat  officer  at  head  quarters,  the  Commander-in-Chief  issuing  a  warrant  for 
the  same. 

Mr.  Southey  will  also  see  the  basis  of  every  system,  directed  by  the  High  Commissioner  to 
be  carried  out  for  the  future  rule  of  the  sovereignty,  well  laid  down  and  understood. 

Commission  for  the  Bloem  Fontein  District. 
Major  Warden,  Mr.  Alison,  Field-Commandant  Erasmus,  and  Mr.  Erwee. 

For  the  Caledon  District. 

Thomas  Vowe,  Esq.,  Mr.  Anthony  O'Reilly,  Field-Conunandant  Snyman,  and  Mr.  Her- 
manus  Wessels. 

For  the  Winberg  District. 
Frederick  Rex,  Esq.,  Mr.  Dyason,  Mr.  Wesseb,  and  Mr.  Meyer. 

(Signed)  H.  G.  Smith,  Governor  and  High  Commissioner. 

Winberg,  September  9,  1848. 
Minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  convened  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of 
the  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  High  Commissioner,  at  which  were  present  the 
Governor,  the  Chiefs  Moshesh,  Morokko,  Molitsani,  and  Carolus  Batju ;  also  the  leading  and 
influential  bui^hers,  or  their  representatives,  of  the  Caledon  and  Bloem  Fontein  Districts,  and 
the  burghers  of  the  district  of  Winberg,  viz.,  that  tract  of  territory  extending  from  the  Bloem 
Fontein  District  to  the  westward,  north  of  the  Vaal  River,  eastward  to  the  high  ground  between 
the  Sand  and  Vaalsch  Rivers,  and  to  the  Draakberg  Mountains  to  the  south.  Fresent  of  the 
burghers  of  the  Winburg  District,  upwards  of  150;  and  Mr.  Paul  Bester  was  deputed  to 
answer  for  some  hundreds  of  the  Vaal  River,  the  distance  preventing  them  from  attending. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  the  Governor. 

His  Excellency  said :  "  Gentlemen,  in  January  last  you  invited  me  among  you,  and  proposed 
that  I  should  establish  a  government  for  you,  as  you  regarded  yourselves  as  British  subjects. 
It  was  impossible  for  me  to  do  so,  this  territory  not  being  annexed  as  part  of  the  colony,  without 
proclaiming  it  to  be  under  the  sovereignty  of  Her  Majesty.  I  consulted  your  leading  men, 
with  the  chiefs  Moshesh,  Morokko,  Molitsani,  Sinkonyella,  Jan  Bloem,  Adam  Kok,  Carolus 
Batju,  and  several  others ;  all  prayed  me  to  do  what  you  know  I  liave  done,  as  set  forth  in  my 
Proclamations  of  the  3rd  February  and  8th  March  last;  after  which,  wicked  agitators 
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attempted  to  interrupt  the  progressing  harmony ;  and  I  issued  my  Maniresto  of  the  29th  Mtirch  NATAL, 

last ;  notwithstanding  which  a  wicked  rebellion  was  excited,  and  which  has  been  put  down  by 
force  of  arms,  as  you  well  know,  and  as  is  set  forth  in  my  Proclamations  of  the  2ud  September, 
issued  at  Bloem  Fontein,  and  of  the  7th  September*  issued  at  Winburg,  under  a  royal  salute  of 
21  guns  at  each  place. 

"  The  wicked  agitator  of  this  rebellion  daring  to  conceive  that  he  could  wage  war  against  all- 
powerful  England,  tampered  with  the  great  chiefs  now  present  to  induce  them  to  join  him — 
affainst  whom  ?•  Yourselves !  To  rob  you  of  your  flocks  and  herds ;  take  away  the  doors  and 
windows  from  your  houses,  as  he  has  done^  aud  drive  your  wives  and  families  into  the  fields. 
They  condemned  the  acts  of  this  villain  Pretorius,  and  firmly  adhered  to  their  alliance  with 
Her  Majesty,  and  obedience  to  the  sovereignty  proclaimed.  These  chiefs  are  in  full  amity  and 
friendship  with  the  remote  chief  Panda,  but  if  they  were  not  so,  they  defy  his  power.  Is  it  not 
SO)  Mosheshy  Morokko,  Molitsani,  and  you  other  chiefs  ? 

[Moshesh  here  replied,  that  Panda  and  he  were  as  brothers;  that  everything  they  had  was 
at  each  others  service,'\ 

''Now,  gentlemen,  this  insult  to  Her  Majesty *s  authority  has  been  most  fully  avenge<l  by  me 
and  Her  Majesty's  soldiers,  of  whom  you  see  I  have  plenty,  and  can  bring  them  in  a  few  days 
here,  as  set  forth  in  my  Manifesto ;  and  by  the  ignomiiuous  death  of  two  rebels  at  Bloem 
Fontein,  on  the  very  spot  where  the  rebel  Pretorius  insulted  Her  Majesty's  authority.  I  only 
regret  that  he  himself  was  not  one  of  them ;  on  whose  head  is  all  the  blood  and  misery  he  has 
caused. 

"The  districts  of  Bloem  Fontein  and  Caledon  were  flourishing  aud  most  happy,  repeatedly 
assuring  me  I  could  do  no  more  than  I  had  done  for  their  welfare.  They  themselves  could 
propose  nothing  to  improve  rtiy  measures. 

"  In  Winberg  disunion  existed ;  and  the  district  being  in  my  opinion  too  large,  I  have  now 
formed  a  portion  of  it  into  a  fourth  division,  or  the  Vaal  River  district,  under  a  landdrost,  a 
highly  respected  man  among  yourselves. 

'*  As  you  called  me  in  January  to  form  a  Government  for  you,  which  I  did,  and  which  was 
insulted ;  which  insult  I  have  avenged ;  I  call  you  together  to  declare  your  sentiments,  and 
whether  you  are  prepared  to  protect  your  magistrate  from  insult  if  I  leave  him  at  your  desire 
with  you ;  always  bearing  in  mind  that  a  strong  post  is  now  established  at  Bloem  Fontein,  of 
cannon,  cavalry,  and  infantry,  ready  to  move  to  your  support. 

**  Let  me  have  your  well-considered  opinion ;  take  your  time,  and  let  those  who  wish  for  the 
magistrate  hold  up  their  hands. 

\The  whole  meeting  here  held  up  their  handsJ] 

**No  power  but  Her  Majesty  shall  induce  me  to  make  any  alterations  in  the  Bloem  Fontein 
and  Caledon  districts,  because  the  arrangements  there  are  what  9  persons  in  10  desire.  I  have 
been  even  told  that  19  in  20  wish  for  them. 

"  You  wish,  then,  for  a  magistrate,  and  will  protect  him.  I  will,  therefore,  leave  you  one. 
Mr.  Biddulph  having  been  wounded,  Mr.  Uex  shall  perform  his  duties  until  he  is  well. 

"  Gentlemen  of  Winberg, — always  bearing  in  mind  that  you  have  promised  to  protect  your 
magistrate,  you  will  understand  that  there  is  not  to  be  a  post  left  at  Winberg,  but  that  there 
will* be  a  strong  one  at  Bloem  Fontein;  strong  enough  to  resist  even  French  soldiers — to 
support  you ;  and,  in  case  of  need,  if  a  man  is  sent  off  for  assistance,  the  troops  will  be  with 
you  in  three  days. 

'^  I  now  wish  to  know  how  many  men  there  are  to  be  depended  on  in  each  district. 

[In  the  Bloem  Fontein  district.  Field  Commandant  Erasmus  answered  for  400  men^ 
Field  Comet  Cloete  for  300;  Field  Comet  Overaister  for  250;  and  Mr.  Erwee 
anstoered,  in  the  name  of  Field- Commandant  Sneyman,  for  450  m  the  Caledon  dis' 
trict ;  total  1400  men^  all  armed  and  able-bodied.] 

"Thus  there  are  1400  men  well  disposed  to  Government  in  these  two  districts  alone;  and  yet 
Pretorius  dared  to  come  with  800  or  1000  men,  most  of  them  boys,  or  brought  from  a  great 
distance,  having  nothing  to  do  with  this  part  of  the  country,  and  to  tell  me  that  the  whole  laud 
was  against  Government. 

*'  1  nese  1400  m«i  are  ready  to  support  the  people  of  Winberg,  aided  by  the  post  at  Bloem 
Fontein.  It  must  look  to  them  for  their  assistance ;  and  they  must  look  to  it  when  they  want 
help. 

''Are  you  satisfied  with  your  land  being  measured  out  to  you  as  at  present  laid  down  in  my 
Proclamation  of  the  8th  March  ?  I  desire  no  strict  measurement ;  all  I  wish  is,  that  each  man 
should  know  his  own,  get  a  land  certificate,  and  be  thus  enabled  to  bequeath  his  property  to 
his  children. 

[  TTie  whole  meeting  here  expressed  their  satisfaction,] 

**  Remember  that  no  man  is  to  take  any  land  from  any  native  chief  without  permission  from 
the  said  chief,  as  well  as  from  the  Governor. 

'*  Do  you  desire  to  have  churches  and  schools  ?  or  do  you  desire  to  be  renegade  Christians,  and 
that  your  children  should  be  as  ignorant  as  the  untutored  wild  man  ? 

[All  expressed  their  anxiety  for  churcJieSy  Sfc] 

"Are  you  satisfied  with  my  Marriage  Act,  which  relieves  your  children  and  grandchildren  from 
bastaidy,  and  enables  them  to  inherit  any  property  you  may  have  within  the  colony.- 

[All  expressed  their  satisfaction.] 
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NATAL.  €i  Have  you  anything  to  say  on  the  subject  of  quit-rents?     I  have  before  spoken  of  hem  as 

intended  to  vary  from  \L  to  8/.;  but  I  hare  already  often  said,  that  it  does  not  follow  that  you 
are  all  to  pay  8/.  That  is  the  sum  which  is  not  to  be  exeeded ;  and  many  of  you  will  have 
probably  to  pay  very  little ;  but  this  will  depend  on  yourselves. 

l^The  meetwff  replied  that  they  had  nothing  to  remark  on  this  subject.'] 

*'  These  are  the  leading  points  of  consideration.  I  am  now  ready  to  hear  what  you  may 
propose  in  every  way ;  but  remember,  1  leave  you  to  your  own  resources,  supported  by  the  law 
and  by  the  post  at  Bloem  Fontein.  In  the  colony  the  half  of  you  served  under  me  when 
Kafirs  invaded  the  land ;  and  here  you  must  defend  yourselves  from  the  robbers  from  whom  I 
have  recently  rescued  you.  What  is  the  difference  between  a  white  robber  and  a  black  one? 
Both  equally  deserve  the  sentence  and  the  power  of  the  law,  and  must  abide  by  it. 

"  Look  how  manfully  have  Wesseb,  Meyer,  and  their  loyal  party  defended  themselves  against 
Pretorius  before  I  smashed  his  band. 

"  How  many  of  these  misguided  men's  bones  are  bleaching  on  the  field  of  blood  and  war ! 
How  many  of  them  are  groaning  under  the  pain  of  severe  wounds !  How  many,  now  seeing 
their  error,  have  brought  me  their  arms,  and  voluntarily,  heart  and  soul,  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  Her  Majesty ;  stating  their  willingness  to  contribute  towards  the  expense  of  the 
war,  as  I  desire !  the  brightest  example  of  whom  is  Field  Commandant  Hester.  He  has  this 
day  paid  300  rix-dollars  to  aid  in  the  expenses  of  the  war ;  he  has  erred,  but  is  repeutant ;  we 
have  all  shaken  hands  with  him,  and  he  shall  ever  find  a  faithful  friend  in  me.  Kreiger  and 
Krynauw  are  other  instances,  and  I  will  bestow  watchful  care  upon  them. 

**  What  object  have  I  to  form  a  government  for  you  but  your  own  peace  andhapfMness  amoi^ 
yourselves  and  among  the  natives,  who  have,  I  say,  behaved  to  you  most  kindly  ? 

"  I  shall  march  in  two  or  three  days ;  but  I  leave  behind  me  my  secretary^  Mr.  Southey,. 
with  a  body  of  cavalry,  to  collect  the  war  tribute;  and  I  now  read  to  you  my  instructions 
thereon. 

[nie  Instructions  were  here  read,] 

**Now,  select  a  field  commandant  and  three  or  four  field  comets,  that  I  may  confirm  their 
appointments,  and  issue  their  commissions,  and  that  they  may  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

l_Mr.  Marthinus  Wesseb  was  here  chosen  as  field  commandant,  and  Mr.  Jury  WesseU^ 
i.  Badenhorst,  Jan  Shutte,  William  Ventner,  and  R,  Van  Rooyen,  as  field  cornets  J\ 

"  As  regards  the  Vaal  River  District,  under  the  lapddrost  Potgieter,  I  daily  expect  him, 
when  I  shall  have  much  upon  which  to  confer  with  him,  as  I  have  had  with  you.  In  tlie 
meantime,  until  his  arrival,  I  appoint  a  commission  to  act  for  him,  as  landdrost  for  the  Vaal 
River  District,  consisting  of  Piet  Venter,  Paul  Bester. 

[At  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Venter  and  Mr.  Bester,  Mr.  Louw  Botha  wos  licre  named 
asfijeld  commandant  for  the  Vaal  River  District,  and  John  Dreyer  and  Uendrik  van, 
Vuuren  as  field  comets.] 

"  If  Paul  Bester  will  tell  me  anything  that  the  people  at  the  Vaal  River  require  I  will  do  it. 

''I  will  spare  no  exertion  to  do  good,  and  to  establish  peace,  which  the  troops,  you  see,  will 
ever  effect.  And  I  have  this  day  written  to  countermand  a  movement  of  Her  Majesty's  sol- 
diers at  Natal  (whom  I  had  reinforced  for  the  purpose  from  Cape  Town),  to  be  msule  through, 
the  Draakberg  Mountains.  And  I  again  desire  the  inhabitants  of  the  Natal  District  to  return 
to  their  homes  within  three  months,  or  all  their  farms  shall  be  forfeited. 

**  Now  we  part  with,  I  hope,  a  clear  understanding  that  Her  Majesty *s  sovereignty  is  re-esta.- 
blished ;  and  that  you  are  in  possession  of  the  Government  you  seek.'* 

The  Chief  Moshesh  here  spoke,  and  pointed  out  Mr.  Piet  Venter,  saying:  "  This  is  one  of 
the  first  Boers  that  came  to  my  country,  and  I  point  him  out  as  a  good  man.  At  that  time  I 
and  the  Korannas  were  at  war,  and  one  of  my  brothers  was  wounded.  I  asked  assistance  of 
Venter,  and  the  people  with  him,  but  he  referred  me  to  the  Colonial  Government ;  and  it  is 
to  the  words  he  then  said,  I  owe  my  first  knowledge  of  that  Government.  I  point  him  out  to 
his  Excellency  as  the  man  to  whom  I  owe  my  acquaintance  with  a  Government  with  which  t 
now  stand  in  such  friendly  relations.  It  is  owing  to  Venter  that  I  have  now  (pointing  to  Im 
Excellency)  a  Great  Chief  to  look  up  to.  I  am  not  here  to  day  to  speak  of  blood,  but  of  gra- 
titude to  the  British  Government,  and  to  Venter.  And  I  will  only  add  my  deep  gratitude  to 
his  Excellency  for  all  he  has  done  for  this  land,  and  to  congratulate  him  on  the  result  of  the 
late  disturbance.'* 

His  Excellency  said :  "  Great  Chief!  I  thank  you  for  telling  me  of  good  done  by  a  coun- 
tryman. The  creed  of  all  good  men  is,  that  there  is  one  God  over  all,  white  and  black,  f 
speak  in  praise  of  all  you  chiefs — Moshesh,  Morokko,  Molitsani,  Carolus  Batju,  and  others. 
You  asked  me  what  you  should  do  in  the  late  affair ;  I  said, '  Sit  stiil  I'  Yuu  did  so.  I  thank 
you  all." 

The  burghers  being  now  asked  if  any  one  wished  to  speak.  Field  Commandant  Erasmus 
assured  his  Excellency  that  he  felt  that  every  word  in  the  Manifesto  had  been  carried  out,  that 
he  trusted  that  every  one  would  see  that  this  was  the  case,  and  for  the  future  be  faithful  to 
Her  Majesty.  Mr.  Paul  Bester  declared,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  that  he  would  do 
everything  that  lay  in  his  power  to  preserve  order.  A  great  many  took  the  oath  of  allegiance^ 
fathers  bringing  in  their  sons,  and  many  fire  arms  have  been  delivered  up.  The  feeling  at  the 
meeting,  as  demonstrated  by  a  few  words  from  many  persons,  was  most  satisfactory ;  and  at 
the  conclusion^  three  cheers  for  the  welfare  of  Her  Majesty  resounded  through  the  camp! 

John  Gabvock,  Major,  Private  Secretary. 
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Winberg,  September  10,  1848. 
Under  the  superintendence  and  direction  of  R.  Southey,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  High 
Commissioner,  Mynheer  Piet  Venter,  Paul  Bester,  Field  Commandant  Botha,  and  the  Secrc- 
lary  to  the  Landdrost,  are  appointed  the  G>mmis8ion  for  affixing  and  levying  the  war  tribute 
in  the  Vaal  District. 

(Signed)  H.  G.  Shith, 

(True  Copy.)  Hi^  Commissioner. 

(Signed)  E.  A.  Holdrik. 


NATAL. 


Enclosure  4  in  No.  14.  End.  4  in  No.  14. 

General  Order. 

Head  Quarters,  Bloem  Fontcin, 
September  15,  1848. 

1.  Before  parting  with  the  gallant  troops  under  Lieut.-Colonel  BuUer,  Rifle  Brigade, 
consisting  of  detachments  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  Sappers  and  Miners,  45th  and  91st  reginionts, 
Rifle  Brigade,  and  Cape  Mounted  Kiflemen,  the  Commander-in-Chief  has  the  greatest  satis- 
faction and  happiness  in  again  recording  his  high  sense  of  their  gallantry  as  soldiers,  of  their 
patient,  endurance  of  fatigue  in  the  long  and  continued  marches  which  they  have  made,  and  of 
their  exertions  in  crossing  rivers,  and  other  laborious  duties  which  attach  to  military  operations. 
His  Excellency  has  served  with  many  troops,  but  in  no  campaign  has  he  been  associated  with 
more  energetic  officers  and  soldiers  than  those  composing  these  detachments.  The  thanks  of 
their  country  are  due  to  Lieut.-Colonel  Buller,  Major  Beckwith  who  succeeded  the  former 
oflScer  in  command  after  his  severe  wound,  and  to  every  officer  and  soldier,  and  their  merits 
shall  be  laid  before  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  in  the  hope  of  attracting  the  attention 
of  Her  Majesty. 

2.  This  record  of  meritorious  services  attaches  fully  to  Dr.  Hall,  Deputy  Inspector-General 
of  Hospitals,  and  to  the  medical  officers  generally,  whose  care  of  the  wounded  could  not  be 
exceeded ;  as  also  to  Mr.  Deputy  Assistant  Commissary-General  Green,  and  to  his  depart- 
ment, for  their  able  exertions,  by  which  the  troops  have  been  most  regularly  supplied. 

3.  The  Commander-in-Chief  before  leaving  Cape  Town  ordered  up  a  supply  of  shoes, 
shirts,  and  socks  for  the  men,  and  his  Excellency  has  directed  the  Deputy  Assistant  Com- 
missary-General to  issue  a  pair  of  shoes  and  socks,  and  one  shiit,  to  each  infantry  soldier  as  a 
donation. 

4.  The  fort  now  in  progress  of  construction  at  Bloem  Fontein  will  be  designated  the 
Queen's  Fort. 

The  troops  employed  in  the  construction  of  this  field-work  will  receive  working  pay  at  the 
rate  of  four-pence  a-day.  Field-works  are  generally  constructed  by  the  soldiers  without  pay, 
but  such  has  been  their  conduct  the  Commander-in-Chief  cannot  avoid  this  remuneration. 

5.  The  troops  to  remain  at  Bloem  Fontein  are — 

Three  six  pounders,  with  a  detachment  of  artillery  under  Lieut.  Dyneley.  Until  further 
orders  the  team  of  white  gun  horses  will  be  maintained.  The  team  of  bay  horses  will  be 
transferred  to  the  Cape  Corps.  The  team  of  mules  will  be  returned  to  the  Commissariat. 
Serjeant  Lopnox,  Royal  Artillery,  will  act  as  Ordnanca  storekeeper  at  the  Queen's  Fort,  and 
will  receive  a  shilling  a-day.     It  will  be  advisable  to  construct  a  magazine  as  soon  as  possible. 

Sappers  and  Miners. 

Serjeant  Macleod,  with  four  sappers,  will  accompany  the  pontoon. 
Two  companies  45th  regiment. 

One  company  Cape  Mounted  Rifles,  to  consist  of  seventy  (70)  effective  men,  twenty  of  whom 
to  be  Europeans. 

6.  All  the  entrenching  and  other  tools  in  charge  of  the  Ordnance  department  will  also  be 
left  for  the  constructio'.i  of  huts;  for  the  erection  of  which,  under  the  direction  of  Lieut.  Inglis*, 
Royal  Engineer,  the  soldiers  working  will  be  allowed  four-pence  a-day. 

7.  Capt.  Blenkensopp,  45th  regiment,  will  command ;  he  will  report  upon  all  general  sub- 
jects direct  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  is  appointed  Commandant  of  the  Queen  s  Fort, 
with  an  allowance  of  three  (3)  shillings  a  day;  and  Garrison  Serjeant  Major,  with  an  allow- 
ance of  one  shilling  a  day. 

8.  So  soon,  as  the  Queen's  Fort  is  wfll  in  progress,  Lieut.-Colonel  Buller  will  make  arrange- 
ments to  march  back  to  their  respective  stations  on  the  eastern  frontier  all  the  detachments  of 
troops,  exclusive  of  those  herein  directed  to  remain  at  Bloem  Fontein. 

9.  The  Cape  Mounted  Rifles  will  march  without  delay  tnd  Colesberg  to  Albany. 
Colonel  Buller  will  take  with  him  the  pontoon  float. 

10.  The  Deputy  Assistant  Commissary-General  will  immediately  discharge  every  waggon 
not  absolutely  required,  and  will  reduce  every  branch  of  the  Commissariat  to  the  lowest  eflective 
establishment. 

11.  The  Deputy  Inspector-General  of  Hospitals  will  make  such  arrangements  for  the 
removal  and  care  of  the  wounded,  as  may  conduce  most  to  their  ease  and  comfort  in  travelling, 
leaving  for  a  period  at  Colesberg,  under  a  medical  officer,  those  to  whom  a  long  march  might 
be  injurious. 

12.  Three  months*  extraordinary  field  allowance  will  be  issued,  bearing  date  from  the  1st 
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NATAL.  August  last.    The  staff  allowance  to  Lieut.-Colonel  Buller  and  the  Field  Adjutant  will  be 

"■"  continued  until  the  troops  reach  the  district  of  Albany. 

13.  Until  further  orders  all  communications  and  reports  are  to  be  addressed  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief at  King  William's  Town. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief, 

(Signed)  John  Garvock,  Major. 


Addendum  to  General  Order  of  Ibth  September^  1848. 

The  ground  around  the  Queen's  Fort,  to  the  distance  of  400  yards,  becomes  Ordnance 
property ;  as  much  as  is  required  for  barracks  and  officers'  quarters  will  be  reserved ;  the 
remainder  may  be  leased  out  as  Ordnance  groimd,  and  the  revenue  appropriated  toward  de- 
frayinfiT  the  expenses  of  the  construction  of  the  work. 

^    ^  ^  By  Order, 

(Signed)  J.  Garvock,  Major. 


Government  Notice. 


Colonial  Office,  Cape  of  Grood  Hi^ie, 
October  4,  1848. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  has  directed  the  publication  of  the  following  documents 
written  by  the  proclaimed  rebel,  A.  W.  J.  Pretorius,  prior  to  the  action  lately  fought  at  Boem 
Plaats. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 

(Signed)  John  Montaqx;,  Se(»*etary  to  Government* 


End.  5  in  No.  14.  Enclosure  5  in  No.  14: 

General  Notice. 


Winberg,  July  12, 1848. 


As  the  emigrant  boers  who  crossed  the  Orange  River,  and  as  we  perceive  that  the 
British  Government  grant  privileges  and  liberty  to  all  other  creatures,  and  that  we  are  constantly 
forced  into  fetters  and  banishment, — so  this  is  to  inform  all  those  who  do  not  wish  to  take  part 
with  us  in  this  just  cause  of  freedom,  that  on  the  receipt  of  this,  or  before  the  20th  inst.,  they 
must  cross  the  stream  of  the  Orange  River,  without  selling  their  places  or  any  ground;  for  aU 
sales  of  places  will  from  this  date  be  considered  illegal,  to  prevent  tne  court-martial  (Krygsraad) 
from  bringing  further  punishment  upon  their  pei'sons  and  property.  No  person  shall  be 
allowed  to  keep  himself  neutral ;  those  who  are  not  with  us  will  be  con^dered  as  enemies ; 
every  person  who  acts  against  this  association,  whether  with  words  or  deeds,  shall  be  treated  as 
a  reoel,  and  shall  forthwith  be  punished  by  a  court-martial. 
This  given  on  the  12th  July,  in  the  court-martial  at  Winberg. 

(Signed^  A.  W.  J.  Pretorius. 

(True  Translation.) 

(Signed)  F.  Rex,  Sworn  Translator. 

(True  Copy.) 

(Signed)  John  Garvock,  Major,  Private  Secretary. 


End.  6  in  No.  14.  Enclosure  6  in  No.  14. 

Mr.  Jacobus  Sntman.  Bloem  Fontein,  July  22,  1848. 

Sir, 

Having  been  informed  that  there  still  exists  misunderstanding  between  you  and  your 
brother  burghers,  I  consider  it  my  duty  as  General  Chief  of  all  the  burghers,  and  out  of  old 
friendship  and  acquaintance  between  you  and  me,  I  would  request  of  you  to  cause  no  further 
commotion,  as  I  have  made  a  treaty  with  Captain  Warden,  and  he  and  all  belonging  to  him 
have  left  this  on  the  20th  instant.  >fow,  my  dear  friend,  consider  your  case — there  is  a  general 
commotion  over  the  whole  world,  even  in  other  countries,  which  are  all  awake  to  freedom ; 
and  why  should  you  and  a  few  others  bring  misfortune  on  yourselves  and  families  ?  You  are 
a  man  of  understanding.  Do  you  not  see  that  the  power  of  the  English  no  longer  exists — 
that  they  all  leave  this  because  there  will  be  severe  war  in  their  own  country  ?  Now,  I  am 
still  your  friend ;  but  a  single  shot  would  render  it  impossible  for  me  to  rescue  you  from  the 
hands  of  your  enraged  countrymen  and  brothers.  Mr.  O'Reilly,  the  magistrate  of  the  Caledon 
River  district,  is  also  warned  under  the  same  treaty  to  depart,  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy. 
I  have  a  great  force  with  me  here ;  the  burghers  keep  coming  in  every  day,  so  that  I  shall 
^  certainly  have  about  1000  men  together  by  the  24th  instant,  and  it  will  be  easier  to  remove  a 

mountain  into  the  sea  than  to  go  against  the  force  or  current  of  freedom.  I  hope  shortly  to  be 
with  you  or  in  your  neighbourhood,  and  there  to  speak  to  you  myself.  When  you  shall  have 
received  this,  I  have  done  my  duty  before  God  and  the  world.  If  you  now  make  any  mischief 
against  your  brothers,  the  responsibility  rests  with  you.    I  hear  the  Kafirs  of  Moshesh  are  m  a 
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state  of  cotnmotion.     I  have  also  ordered  up  the  Kafirs  of  Panda.     If  Moshesh  stirs  he  will  NATAL, 

bring  himself  into  a  five  years*  war.     Expecting  an  answer, 

I  am,  as  always^ 
To  de  Heer  Jacobus  Snyman.  Your  happness-seeking  friend, 

(Signed)  A.  W.  J.  Pretorius, 

Commandant-General. 
(True  Translation.) 

(Signed)  F.  Rex,  Sworn  Translator. 

(True  Copy.) 

(Signed)  John  Garvock,  Major,  Private  Secretary. 


Enclosure  7  in  No.  14.  End.  7  in  No.  14. 

Sir  and  Friend, 

I  consider  it  my  duty  to  write  to  you  once  more  privately,  as  I  am  under  an  oath  and 
obligation  as  chief  of  the  emigrants  to  oppose  everything  tnat  may  tend  to  their  disadvantage ; 
and  as  Sir  Harry  Smith  has  offered  so  much  money  for  my  person,  I  cannot  allow  that  any 
one  who  is  against  us  should  remain  amongst  us  ;  even  for  my  own  safety — such  will  be  made 
to  quit.  Why  should  you  make  yourself  and  your  dear  family  unfortunate  ?  The  world  is 
standing  up  for  their  liberty  as  well  here  as  in  other  countries,  and  if  the  Most  High  wills  that 
it  should  be  so,  who  can  stand  against  it?  Some  of  the  people  whom  Warden  called  upon  to 
take  the  field  against  us,  came  last  night  to  join  us  as  volunteers.  We  have  now  so  many 
people  that  we  do  not  know  what  to  do  with  them ;  and  they  are  increasing  every  day. 
Hitherto^  under  the  blessing  and  assistance  of  the  Most  High,  we  have  met  with  no  opposition. 
We  have  also  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  Griqua  people ;  and  we  hope,  imder  God's  provi- 
dence, not  to  shed  one  drop  of  human  blood,  or  causing  devastation  in  any  part  of  the  country. 
We  only  desire  our  right,  which  God  has  granted  to  all  creatures  upon  earth ;  even  the  worthless 
bushmen  have  liberty  and  self-government^  and  why  must  we  and  our  children  be  brought  into 
fetters? 

Old  friendship  bids  me  write  this  as  a  last  warning  to  you ;  so  that  as  regards  you  mv 
conscience  is  clear.  I  write  but  little  to  you,  because  our  friend,  who  has  seen  everj'thing  with 
his  eyes,  will  speak  a  great  deal  to  you. 

I  have  the  honour  to  call  myself  your  always  happiness-seeking  friend  and  servant. 

To  De  Heer  J.  Snyman.  (Signed)  A.  W.  J.  Pretorius. 

(True  Translation.) 

(Signed)  F.  Rex,  Sworn  Translator. 

(True  Copy.) 

(Signed)  John  Garvock,  Major,  Private  Secretary. 


Enclosure  8  in  No.  14.  End.  8  in  No.  14. 

Worthy  Gentlebibn,  Karee  Fontein,  August  26,  1848. 

Under  present  circumstances,  I  am  obliged,  especially  to  have  no  disturbance  in  my 
camp,  to  direct  that  every  man  who  can  be  spared  be  called  up  without  delay.  Here  is  a 
report  that  troops  are  coming  from  Natal ;  whether  it  is  the  case,  or  whether  it  be  only  a 
rumour^  we  know  not;  but  whatever  it  may  be,  the  (Jovemor  is  sitting  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  and  what  he  is  brooding  over  we  know  not.  To  use  every  means  of  being  cautious,  all 
men  who  would  otherwise  have  come  to  us  shall  have  to  go  to  Winberg,  for  the  purpose,  in 
ease  it  should  be  necessary,  to  be  at  hand :  should  anything  come  from  our  rear  then  it  will  be 

food,  and  should  we  require  them  as  a  reinforcement,  also  good.  Commandant  Bester,  of 
i^inberg,  has  ordered  50  men  to  come  to  us  ;  let  them  also  remain  there,  and  send  immediately 
to  John  de  Lange  to  tend  a  report  to  Caspar  Labuschagne  to  make  a  timely  investigation,  and 
in  case  there  be  any  move  that  they  may  oppose  it,  and  at  once  let  me  know,  as  I  will  be  able 
to  see  where  we  will  be  attacked.  The  wish  is  that  H.  G.  Lombaard,  Esq.,  should  take  the 
general  command,  while  Mr.  Potgieter  shall  not  have  arrived. 

Dear  friends,  our  cause  is  now  about  to  be  bom — let  every  assistance  be  afforded  it^  upon 
which  thousands  of  souls,  as  well  here  as  in  the  colony,  depend.  Everything  goes  in  our  favour, 
but  now  stands  upon  a  pivot ;  if  we  wcest  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  oritiso,  the  colony  is  also 
prepared.  We  have  had  a  fi^iend  from  the  colony  with  us,  and  there  is  no  other  chance  than 
that  discord  should  come  amongst  us.  We  hear  nothing  of  you,  and  Mr.  Potgieter  and  the 
people  of  Magalisberg ;  I  trust  that  you  will  all  mth  vigorous  steps  do  everything  that  will  be  for 
our  benefit.  When  Mr.  Lombaard  and  Potgieter  arrive,  let  John  de  Lange  also,  as  an  Under 
Commandant,  assist  in  commanding  over  the  people  who  come  together,  and  let  him  be  dili- 
gent and  reconnoitre.  Sir,  I  hope  you  will  clearly  understand  me,  that  in  case  there  be  any 
commotion  or  move  from  Natal,  you  will  call  out  every  man  to  oppose  it;  and  that  the  people 
whom  Mr.  Bester  was  going  to  send  hither  you  will  keep  with  you  and  in  your  vicinity,  and 
should  any  more  people  come  to  you  from  the  rear,  you  must  keep  them  also  with  you,  and 
provide  for  them  for  rations.  I  trust  you  will  be  most  vigorous  and  on  the  alert,  upon  which 
will  depend  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  the  country  and  people.  It  is  the  last  trumpet  which 
the  British  are  sounding,  with  a  view,  if  possible,  of  bringing  every  African  Boer  under  arms 
before  them.     But  I  hope  that  the  good  Almighty  will  rescue  us  from  their  hands,  and  to 
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attain  this  we  must,  through  the  prayer  of  unity  and  love,  constantly  kneel  down  before  the 
great  Creator. 

Having  made  this  generally  known  in  your  ward,  and  advised  with  your  landdrost  as  to 
what  is  best  to  be  done  for  general  happiness  and  welfare,  I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your 
happiness-seeking  friend, 

(Signed)  A.  W.  J.  Pretorius. 

(True  Translation.) 

(Signed)  F.  Rex,  Sworn  Translator. 

(True  Copy.) 

(Signed)  John  Garvock,  Major,  Private  Secretary. 


Enclosure  9  in  No.  14. 
To  His  Excellency  Sir  H.  Smith,  Bart,  G.C.B- 
Your  Excellency,  Winberg,  September  II,  1848. 

In  taking  my  leave  to-day,  I  desire  again  to  express  to  you^  my  sincere  and  respectful 
esteem  for  your  Excellency,  the  great  diief  of  the  British  in  South  Africa.  It  is  my  constant 
wish  ever  to  live  in  peace  and  fellowship  with  all  under  your  Government  I  feel  ever 
interested  in  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  colony,  for  by  their  existence,  my  people  who  are 
living  on  the  frontier,  can  alone  nope  for  any  prosperity. 

Go,  great  warrior  of  your  nation,  go  under  the  shield  of  your  mighty  Grod  Jehovah,  by 
whose  help  you  tell  me,  you  have  been  able  to  do  such  great  things  in  this  country. 

Go,  great  leader  of  the  soldiers  of  the  lady  your  Queen,  tell  Her  gracious  Majesty  in  my 
name,  that  I  love  her  Government ;  I  love  her  warriors,  whose  deeds  of  valour  have  fiiled  me 
with  wonder. 

Tell  Her  Majesty  that  I  am  sensible  of  the  great  debt  I  owe  to  the  brave  general  of  her 
troops,  who  has  in  a  few  days  driven  back  and  scattered  the  host  of  the  wicked  rebels,  who 
would  have  been  a  scourge  to  my  nation,  and  to  all  the  nations  around,  if  they  had  succeeded 
in  their  plot.  Tell  your  Queen,  my  heart  was  sick,  when  I  saw  her  troops  with  Warden 
leaving  this  land.  I  was  hastening  with  my  warriors  to  help  him,  but  he  told  me  to  bold 
back ;  if  not,  my  people  would  have  died  or  conquered  with  him.  To-day  I  admire  the  wisdom 
of  major  Warden  in  his  retreating  with  his  very  small  force.  I  see  that  if  he  had  resisted  the 
rebels,  much  blood  must  have  been  shed,  and  you  great  general  Smith,  would  not  perhaps, 
have  been  able  to  bring  to  such  a  good  termination  the  war  with  the  wicked  rebel  Pretorius. 

Tell,  great  warrior,  tell  Her  Majesty,  this  is  the  heart  of  Moshesh,  the  faithful  Mosouto. 

Now  I  recommend  to  your  Excellency  my  people's  cause.  Let  your  wise  Commissioners 
for  arranging  the  farms  of  the  Boers  be  told  to  remember,  that  my  people  are  very  numerous, 
that  much  of  their  country  is  possessed  by  Boers  who  have  never  received  permission  from  me 
to  build  in  the  land.  Let  your  Excellency's  Commissioners  require  from  these  Boers  to  show 
the  title  by  which  they  say,  '*  This  farm  is  mine." 

Hear  my  prayer,  great  warrior,  and,  in  Moshesh,  remember  there  is  ever  a  faithful  ally  of 
the  British,  and  a  true  friend  of  your  Excellency. 

(Signed)  Moshesh. 


(True  Copy.) 


?y 

(S 


Signed) 


John  Garvock,  Major,  Private  Secretary. 


No.  15. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart,  G.C.B.  to 

Earl  Grey. 

**  Smithfield,"  Seat  of  Magistracy  of  the  Caledoa 
River  District,  September  18,  1848. 
My  Lord,  {Received  December  14,  1848.) 

In  conclusion  of  my  political  proceedings  while  beyond  the  Orange  River, 
I  have  the  honour  to  report,  that  I  left  Bloem  Fontein  on  the  16th  instant,  and 
repaired  to  this  magistracy,  where  I  had  previously  directed  the  assembly  of 
as  many  burghers  as  might  have  had  time,  since  the  restoration  of  tranquillity, 
to  return  to  their  homes.  I  cannot  better  describe  all  that  has  here  taken 
place,  than  by  forwarding  to  your  Lordship  the  enclosed  docimients,  marked 
respectively  1,  2,  3. 

This  district  is  composed,  for  the  most  part  oi  truly  loyal  subjects,  including 
fully  800  families;  from  whom  several  memorials  to  Her  Majesty  had 
emanated  previously  to  my  assumption  of  the  government  of  this  colony. 
Your  Lordship  will  perceive  by  the  address  marked  No.  2,*  the  importance 
which  the  people  attach  to  the  land  certificates ;  and  it  was  most  gratifying 
to  me  to  observe,  while  travelling  beyond  the  Orange  River,  the  confidence 
which  had  obtained  in  consequence  of  my  previous  measures,  but  which  was 
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unfortunately  interrupted  by  the  rebellion-  Almost  every  farmer  was  building  natal. 
a  good  and  substantia  dwelling  house.  Hence  it  may  be  fairly  inferred,  that 
the  feeling  of  reliance  on  the  Goverament  established,  which  existed  pre- 
viously to  the  outbreak,  was  only  checked  for  the  moment;  and  the  construc- 
tion of  "  the  Queen  s  Fort "  at  Bloem  Fontein,  in  which  four  9-p6under  guns 
will  be  mounted,  has  had  the  effect  of  increasing  that  confidence  and  dependance 
on  my  measures,  so  greatly  to  be  desired. 

I  shall  return  into  the  colony  vid  the  new  district  of  "  Albert ;"  and  shall 
hereafter  have  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lordship  the  result  of  my  obser- 
vations of  the  effect,  which  recent  occurrences  have  had  upon  the  Dutch 
population ;  and  which  I  am  led  to  believe  is  most  demonstrative  of  their 
attachment  to  the  Government 

From  Mr.  Southey,  the  Secretary  to  the  High  Commissioner,  whom  I  left 
in  the  Vaal  River  and  Winberg  districts,  I  have  received  the  most  satisfactory 
accounts  of  his  own  procedure  and  that  of  the  Commission  which  I  have 
appointed.  Fines  have  been  imposed  and  levied,  varying  from  15/.  to  75/. 
each,  according  to  the  pecuniary  circumstances  of  the  individual,  and  the 
extent  of  his  criminality  in  the  rebellion. 

I  have  &c 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)      '      H.  G.  SMITH. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  15.  End.  1  in  No.  15. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  George  Wakklyn  Smith>  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Sraithfield,  August  16,  1848. 

We  the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Caledon  River,  beg  leave  to  present 
to  your  Excellency  our  sincere  congratulations  upon  your  safe  arrival  at  Smithfield^  the  seat 
of  our  magistracy,  after  having  in  so  short  a  time,  by  the  adoption  of  the  most  energetic 
measures,  gained  a  signal  victory  over  so  large  a  body  of  rebels,  and  driven  rebellion  from  the 
land. 

We  are  again  compelled  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  wise  and  lenient  measures 
adopted  by  your  Excellency ;  and  assure  you  we  look.with  abhorrence  upon  this  wicked  and 
ungrateful  rebellion  which  has  caused  the  effusion  of  so  much  blood ;  and  sincerely  trust  the 
wise  measures  now  adopted  by  your  Excellency,  may  prove  the  foundation  of  permanent  peace, 
and  future  prosperity  of  this  fine  district. 

Trusting  your  Excellency  )tnay  have  a  prosperous  journey  on  your  return  to  the  seat  of 
Government,  we  beg  to  subscribe  ourselves  your  Excellency's  most   humble,   loyal,   and 


obedient  servants. 


(Signed  by  340  persons.) 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  15.  End.  2  in  No.  15. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  George  Wakelyn  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

The  Memorial  of  the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  the  Caledon  River  District  humbly 
showeth. 

That  Memorialists  suffer  great  loss,  and  considerable  inconvenience,  in  consequence  of  the 
limits  of  their  farms  not  being  defined.  They  have  heard  with  regret  that  some  conaderable 
time  must  elapse,  before  the  duties  of  the  Land  Commission  can  commence  in  this  district ; 
and  consequently  the  great  loss  the  revenue  will  sustain. 

Your  Memorialists,  therefore,  humbly  pray,  that  your  Excellency  will  bo  pleased  to  appoint 
a  separate  Land  Commission  for  this  district,  to  commence  operations  as  speedily  as  possible ; 
feelinor  assured  that  it  will  give  more  satisfaction,  and  be  conducive  to  die  prospenty  of  its 
inhabitants. 

Your  Memorialists  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

(Sigfned  by  33o  persons.) 


Enclosure  3  in  No,  15.  E„cl.  3  in  No.  15. 

Smithfield,  Caledon  Biver,  Sept.  18,  1848. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  having  concluded  his  arrangements  in  Winburg  and 
Bloem  Pontoin,  proceeded  from  the  latter  place  on  the  16lh  instant  to  the  district  of  Caledon 
River ;  arid  having  arrived  at  "  Smithfield, '  the  seat  of  magistracy,  on  the  morning  of  the  18th, 

Li 
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NATAL.;  received  an  addre»  signed  by  340  of  the  inhabitants,  to  which  he  made  a  siutable  reply.     Hi& 

"^  Excellency  held  a  meeting  at  11  o*clock  the  same  day,  to  attend  at  which  nearly  400  bnrgbers 

had  assembled. 

The  Governor  informed  the  meetini^  that  he  had  called  them  together  under  th^  magistrate, 

Thomas  Vowe,  Esq.,  and  their  Field-Commandant  Sneyraan,  to  explain  to  them  what  had 

taken  place,  and  what  he  had  done,  since  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  rebellion. 

♦.Page  61.  The  Proclamatira  of  the  2nd  September*  was  then  read  by  his  Excellency's  direction;  after 

t  Pa^59.         which,  that  of  the  7th  Septemberf  issued  at  Winburg;  and,  finally,  the  minutes  of  the  pro- 

t  Page  62.  ceedings  of  the  meeting  held  at  the  latter  place,  on  the  9th  instant.^ 

On  the  portions  of  these  documents  bein^r  read,  which  allude  to  the  Manifesto  of  the  29th 
March  last,  and  to  the  war  tribute,  his  Excellency  reminded  the  meeting  that  the  provisions  of 
the  former  had  been  fully  carried  out ;  and  with  respect  to  the  latter,  assured  them  in  very 
forcible  terms,  that  the  Colonial  Treasury  should  not  defray  die  expenses  attending  the 
suppression  of  the  rebellion ;  that  it  was  not  fair  or  just  that  the  peaceably-disposed  persons  in 
the  ''  Sovereignty"  should  bear  them ;  and  that,  therefiore,  the  actors  and  aiders  in  the  outbreak 
sfaoold  be  made  to  pay.     His  Exeellency  then  said : — 

''  Gentlemen  of  Caledon  River. — You  have  now  heard  what  I  have  done  in  the  other 
districts ;  you  know  that  I  have  established  a  strong  post  in  the  '  Sovereignty,*  and  that 
should  there  unfortunately  at  any  time  be  a  recurrence  of  war,  you  will  be  able  to  assemble  at 
Bloem  Fontein,  and  there  be  certain  of  support.  You  must  remember  that  you  hold  your 
lands  on  the  tenure  of  burgher  service,  in  the  same  manner  as  property  is  held  in  the  colony. 
I  wish,  however,  for  no  more  war ;  I  shudder  at  the  very  thought  of  it ;  but  you  see  that  I  am 
able  to  bring  troops  over  the  Orange  River  without  delay,  and,  if  I  thou^t  it  neoetsary,  I 
would  be  again,  myself,  quickly  among  you,  and  go  even  to  Origstadt,  if,  m  order  to  secure 
peace,  I  should  find  it  imperative  to  do  so.  But  from  the  vigorous  measures  I  have  pursued, 
and  the  examples  I  have  made,  I  am  induced  to  hope,  indeed,  I  feel  assured,  that  there  will 
be  no  more  war. 

"  I  contemplate  hereafter  giving  you  *  Heemraden,'  two  in  each  division,  to  be  chosen  by 
the  people ;  so  that  the  magistrate  would  then  stand  in  like  position  with  regard  to  them,  as 
the  Governor  does  to  his  Council  at  Cape  Town.  I  do  not  however  say,  that  I  will  do  this 
immediately.  I  must  first  see  that  you  are  come  to  the  resolution  to  remain  content  and  quiet, 
and  I  may  then  be  induced  to  give  you  this  Government,  more  liberal  in  its  nature  than  that 
possessed  by  any  people. 

"  llie  rebel  Pretorius  talked  of  bnn^ng  black  men  npon  my  troops.  You  are  no  doubt 
aware  that,  had  I  said  the  word,  the  whole  of  the  natives  were  ready  to  rush  upon  the  rebels ; 
but  my  heart  is  not  like  that  of  the  villain  Pretorius ;  I  never  harbonred  the  thought  of 
bringing  them  upon  the  Boers,  and  thereby  causing  a  tragedy  painful  in  the  extreme. 

**  *  Sniiithfield  was  well  defended,  instead  of  being  deserted,  in  time  of  danger ;  and  it  shall 
therefore  remain  the  seat  of  magistracy. 

•*  The  Commissioners  must  now  set  to  work  to  collect  the  war  tax.  The  property  of  pro- 
scribed rebels  shall  be  all  confiscated ;  and  those  who  took  a  leading  part  in  the  rebellion  shall 
be  deprived  of  half  of  theirs.  Others  will  be  fined  by  the  Commissioir  aeeording  to  their 
deserts,  as  I  have  set  forth  in  my  Proclamation. 

^  There  are  so  many  good  and  weU-disposed  men  in  this  district  that  yen  will,  of  cotifsr,  \» 
most  anxious  to  have  churches  and  schools.** 

[Thomas  Votoe^  Esq.,  magistrate  of  the  district  of  Caledon,  here  handed  to  his  Excellency 
a  list  of  subscriptions  for  the  erection  of  a  church  at  Smithfield,  amounting  to  nearly 
4000  rix'dollars.'] 

His  Excellency  said : — 

"  I  have  sreat  satisfaction  in  seeing  this  list ;  and  I  propose  to  lay  the  foundation  stone  of 
the  church  this  afternoon. 

"  I  have  only  now  to  say,  that  my  heart  is  with  you ;  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  any 
man  speak  who  may  wish  to  do  so.^ 

[Field- Commandant  Sneynum  liere  said,  that  he  feU  grateful  to  Mr,  Erweefor  hamng^ 
in  his  name,  at  the  meeting  at  Winburg,  answered  for  the  loyalty  of  450  men ;  but  he 
here  begged  to  observe,  that  that  was  much  below  the  number ;  for  that  he  could  answer 
for  800  well-disposed  men  in  the  district  of  Caledon  River,  Mr.  Sneyman  also  pre^ 
sented  a  Memorial,  signed  by  336  farmers,  praying  that  a  separate  Lcmd  Commismon 
might  be  at  once  formed  for  the  district  of  Caledon,  in  order  to  prevent  any  delay  taking 
place  in  defining  the  limits  of  the  farms,  and  issuing  land  certificates.  His  EvceUency 
expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  tenor  of  this  Memorial,  assured  the  burghers  that  he 
fully  participated  in  their  anxiety  on  the  subject,  and  that  he  would  take  immediate 
steps  to  appoint  a  separate  CommissionS\ 
The  meeting  then  broke  up,  the  Governor  saying, — 

*'  This  day,  gentlemen,  is  wet  and  unfavourable  in  some  respects ;  but  it  will  be  long 
remembered  as  one  on  which  I  came  among  you  to  benefit  you,  if  it  lies  in  ray  power  to  do  so. 
My  heart  is  with  all  good  men  like  yourselves ;  but  my  hand  shall  be  against  e\'ery  rebel." 

In  the  afternoon  his  Excellency  proceeded,  accompanied  by  about  100  burghers,  to  a  spot 
not  far  from  '^  Smithfield,'*  where  he  laid  the  foundation  stone  of  the  church,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  following  prayer : — 

"  Except  the  Lord  build  the  house^  their  labour  is  lost  that  build  it. 

•'  Almighty  God,  who,  by  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ,  didst  ordain  that  where  two  or  three  are 
gathered  together  in  thy  service,  thou  art  in  the  midst  of  them ;  grant,  we  beseech  thee. 
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Almighty  God,  that  thy  charch  may  serve  thee  in  all  godly  peace  and  quietness,  and  grant, 
O  Lord^  that  this  foundation  stone  may  rise  into  a  goodly  edifice,  for  the  benefit  of  thy  people, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. — Amen.** 

During  the  Governor's  progress  through  the  district  of  the  Caledon  River,  bouses  of  a 
substantial  description,  some  completed,  others  in  a  very  forward  state,  were  continually  to 
be  seen.  These  have  all  been  commenced  since  the  conclusion  of  the  arrangements  entered 
into  between  his  Excellency  and  the  Griqua  chiefs  in  February  last ;  and  afford  very  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  confidence  established  by  the  said  noeasures  among  the  Dutch  population  on 
the  Caledon  Itiver,  and  which  had  been  so  wickedly  interrupted. 

The  Governor  left  ^<  Smithfield**  for  Burghersdorp  at  daylight  on  the  aomiiig  of  the  19tfa 
instant. 


NATAI.. 


(No.  161.)  No.  16.  No.  16. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  to  ^^mt^yrfA^^ 

T^     1  ^       _  1849,  No.  308, 

Earl  Grey.  page  99. 

GimaT-Remet,  September  29,  1848. 
My  Lord,  {Received  Deember  14,  1848.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  your  Lordship's  information,  copy  of 
a  minute  dated  the  24th  May  last,  which  I  caused  to  be  published  in  the 
"  Government  Gazette"  of  this  colony,  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  up  doubts 
as  to  the  regulations  relative  to  the  occupation  of  land  at  Natal. 

As  this  minute  is  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  Proclamation  of  the  10th 
February,  already  transmitted  to  your  Lordship  in  my  Despatch,  No.  17,*  of 
the  10th  February  last,  it  is  not  necessary  to  trouble  your  Lordship  with  any 
further  remarks  cm  the  subject. 

^  I  have  &c»t 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)       '     H.  G.  SMITH. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  16.  End.  in  No.  16. 

Land  Settlement  at  Natal. 
Mimde. 
Government  House,  Cape  Town,  May  24,  1848. 

I  HAVE  read,  and  attentively  considered,  the  several  documents  lately  received  from  his 
Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Natal,  relative  to  certain  impediments  which  have  pre- 
sented themselves  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  objects  and  provisions  of  the  Proclamation  of  the 
10th  of  February,  1848. 

After  weighing  the  many  and,  in  some  respects^  conflicting  considerations  which  are  indls- 
solubly  connected  with  the  subjects  of  land  claims  at  Natal,  I  have  come  to  certain  conclusions, 
which  I  shall  now  proceed  to  state,  and  which,  being  elucidative  of  the  Proclamation  of  the 
10th  February,  are  to  be  regarded  as  instructions  for  the  guidance  of  the  Land  Commbsion 
therein  appointed. 

1.  Wliilst  the  primary  and  proper  object  contemplated  by  the  appointment  of  the  Land 
Commission  was  to  promote  the  peopling,  and  conseauent  prosperity  of  the  district,  by  settling 
on  farms  within  it,  emigrants  sojourning  beyond  its  limits,  in  discontent  and  discomfort,  I,  at 
the  same  time,  approve  of  the  course  (which  seems  to  have  been  adopted)  of  Fubmitting  all 
land  claims,  without  distinction,  for  the  recommendation  of  the  Board.  The  Land  Commis- 
sion will,  therefore,  continue  to  receive  such  claims  and  applications  as  shall  be  addressed  to 
them,  whether  by  persons  claiming  registered  farms  or  those  claiming  farms  not  registered, 
and  whether  by  persons  who  have  come  into  the  district  under  my  Proclamation,  or  persons 
who  were  resident  previously  to  the  issuing  of  that  instrument.  By  thus  passing  all  land 
claims  through  the  hands  of  the  Board,  all  chance  of  confusion  of  claims  or  inconsistent  arrange- 
ments will  be  excluded. 

2.  Being  satisfied  that  the  twelve  months'  occupation  test  prescribed  by  the  Proclamation  of 
the  12th  of  May,  1843,  and  by  the  application  of  which  the  claimants  were  originally  divided 
into  two  classes.  No.  1  and  No.  2,  was  a  test  but  ill  adapted,  in  most  instances,  for  tne  ascer- 
taining of  real  merits  and  well-grounded  claims,  I  now  authorize  the  Board  to  make  no  dis- 
tinction (unless  where  special  circumstances  shall,  in  any  special  case,  seem  to  render  a  distinc- 
tion just  and  fitting)  between  original  claimants  in  class  No.  1  and  original  claimants  in  class 
No.  2.  An  original  claimant  in  class  No.  2,  registered  for  a  farm,  may  receive  a  farm  of  the 
same  extent  as  a  claimant  registered  for  a  farm  in  class  No.  1.  And  original  claimants  regis- 
tered in  class  No.  2  for  more  than  one  farm,  shall  have  their  claims  to  them  considered  upon 
the  same  principles  as  if  they  had  been  so  registered  in  class  No.  1.  But  all  claimants  in 
class  No.  2,  in  whose  favour  the  old  arrangement  is  thus  related,  will,  in  case  they  receive  a  full 
farm  of  3000  morgen  (instead  of  one  of  1000  morgen),  be  liable  to  such  reasonable  restrictions 


*  Page  213.    Natal  Papers,  presented  by  Command,  July,  184a. 
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of  original  claimants,  and  purchasers,  or  other  parties  derinng  from  original  claimants  in  class 
No,  2,  shall  be  considered  as  clothed  with  the  rights  of  those  whom  they  represent,  dnd  shall 
receive  the  grants  which  the  original  claimants,  but  for  death  or  alienation,  would  have  them- 
selves received.  But  while  this  principle  of  liberal  and  just  equality  is  to  ba  the  general  rule, 
the  Board  will  not  view  it  as  requiring  them  to  recommend,  in  regard  to  lands  adjacent  to  the 
coast  (where  the  lands  are  comparatively  unsuitable  for  grazing  purposes  but  very  fit  for  agri- 
culture), any  original  claimant  m  class  No.  2,  or  purchaser  from  any  such  original  claimant, 
for  a  farm  of  greater  extent  than  1500  morgen,  or  3000  acres.  It  is  not,  however,  intended 
to  restrict  any  purchaser  from  or  out  of  class  No.  2,  any  more  than  a  purchaser  from  or  out  of 
class  No.  1,  who  may  have  acquired  a  plurali^  of  claims,  in  regard  to  the  number  of  farms 
which  he  shall  receive.     In  this  respect  both  classes  are  to  be  dealt  with  alike. 

3.  Subject  to  the  rights  of  claimants  in  classes  No.  1  and  No.  2,  emigrants  not  included  in 
either  class,  but  for  whom  particular  faijns  have  been  re^stered  in  the  books  of  the  former 
Yolksraad,  which  farms,  owing  to  circumstances  beyond  toe  control  of  the  claimants,  were  not 
inspected,  are  to  be  recognized  as  claimants  for  grants  of  the  same  nature  and  extent  as  if  they 
were  claimants  belonging  to  class  No.  2 ;  and' purchasers  and  others  duly  deriving  under  them 
are  to  be  treated  as  if  they  themselves  were  such  original  emigrants.  To  prevent,  however, 
persons  who  have  left,  and  purpose  to  continue  absent  from  the  district,  from  selling  the  right 
now  bestowed,  either  while  so  absent  or  when  within  the  district  merely  upon  a  visit,  no  claimant 
under  this  section  will  be  empowered  to  conv^  any  interest  whatever  to  a  purchaser  from  him, 
unless  such  sale  shall  be  effected  within  the  limits  of  the  district,  and  with  the  approval  of  the 
Land  Commissioners.  All  persons  receiving  grants  under  this  clause  will,  of  course,  be  subject 
to  the  restrictions,  in  regatti  to  alienation  and  removal  from  the  district,  which  have  been 
already  referred  to  and  are  hereafter  set  forth. 

4.  Joesides  the  several  kinds  of  claimants  who  have  been  already  described,  and  the  late 
occupants  on  the  Klip  River  (for  whom  the  Proclamation  of  the  10th  of  February  has  explicitly 
provided),  the  Commissioners  will  be  authorized  to  recommend  the  grant  of  one  larm  of  3000 
morgen,  beyond  the  Tugela  River,  to  each  emigrant  subject  from  the  Drakensberg  or  the 
country  beyond;  or  who  may,  though  in  the  district  of  Natal,  be  unprovided  with  a  farm,  and 
who  desires  to  settle  and  occupy.  Emigrant  subjects  who  were  once  registered,  but  who  parted 
with  thsir  titles  and  are  now  without  any  farm,  may  also  be  settled  on  a  farm  beyond  the 
Tugela,  without  purchase  or  payment.  If  any  such  late  registered  claimant  shall  be  prepared 
to  pay  into  the  district  treasury  such  an  amount  (not  exceeding  the  sum  or  value  for  which  he 
parted  with  his  former  registered  right),  the  Commissioners  will  be  authorized  to  recommend 
him  for  a  farm  in  such  other  part  of  the  district  as  he  may,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Board, 
prefer  and  elect.  And  all  grants  made  under  this  clause  will  conlaih  the  condition  respecting^ 
non-alienation,  which  is  next  set  forth. 

5.  I  do  not  contemplate  the  likelihood  that  any  considerable  number  of  the  emigrants  whom 
I  have  testified,  and  am  anxious  still  further  to  testify,  my  anxiety  to  benefit,  would  seek  to 
pervert  the  object  and  intention  of  my  Proclamation  to  improper  purposes,  and  solicit  farms 
merely  to  sell  them  and  remove.  It  is  just  and  right,  however,  that  provision  should  be  made 
to  thwart  any  such  unfair  attempts,  if  made,  but  so,  at  the  same  time,  as  to  leave  it  in  the  dis« 
cretion  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  authorize  a  relaxation  of  the  restrictions  which  it  is  expe- 
dient to  impose.  All  grants,  therefore,  of  farms  exceeding  1000  morgen,  made  to  original 
claimants  iu  class  No.  2,  or  persons  deriving  under  original  claimants,  and  all  grants  made  to 
such  claimants  as  are  described  in  clauses  3  and  4  of  this  Minute,  will  contam  a  stipulation  to 
the  efiect  that  the  grantee  and  his  heirs  shall  not,  for  a  term  of  seven  years,  sell  or  let  to  hire 
the  farm  granted,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  without  the  previous  consent  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  (who  will  judge,  according  to  circumstances,  whether  such  consent  should  be  given), 
and  that  any  breach  of  the  stipulations  shall  entitle  the  Government  to  resume  the  farm.  And 
inasmuch  as  the  above  provision  could  be  easily  evaded  by  judicial  sales,  it  will  be  further  pro- 
vided in  every  such  grant  that  the  land  shall  not,  for  seven  years,  be  executable  under  any  judg- 
ment or  decree  of  dourt,  but  that,  instead  of  being  sold  in  execution,  it  shall  be  resumable, 
at  the  option  of  the  Government,  upon  payment  to  or  for  the  creditor,  of  the  value  of 
the  buildings  erected  and  improvements  made  by  the  grantee,  such  value  to  be  fixed  by  a 
fair  appraisement 

6.  Any  individual  who  would,  under  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Minute,  be  entitled  to 
expect  a  grant  of  a  coast  or  agricultural  farm,  limited  to  1500  morgen,  may,  if  he  should 
prefer  it,  obtain  in  exchange  a  farm  of  3000  morgen,  situated  in  such  other  part  of  the  district 
as  he  may,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Board,  fix  upon  and  elect. 

7.  In  every  case  m  which  the  Land  Commission  shall,  in  carrying  out  the  objects  of 
the  Proclamation  of  the  10th  February,  or  this  Minute,  recommend  any  grant,  the  Lieutenant- 

'  Governor  will  consider  himself  as  fully  authorized  by  me  to  act  upon  their  recommendation. 

8.  It  is  to  be  always  borne  in  mind  that  my  Proclamation  of  the  lOtli  of  February,  this 
Minute,  and  the  Land  Commission,  being  calculated  and  intended  to  meet  a  temporary  exi- 
gency, will  continue  in  force  no  longer  than  the  term  of  12  months  originally  mentioned, 
and  that  the  present  plan  of  settling  a  permanent,  peaceable,  and  prosperous  population  in  the 
Natal  district,  will  expire  on  the  10th  February,  1849. 

(Signed)  H.  G.  Smith* 
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(No.  171.)  No.  17.  -  ^_ 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart,  G.C.B.,  to         No  i7. 
Earl  Grey,  dated  Goyernment  House,  Cape  Town,  October  21,  1848.  Jfwiwmf  Jtn.  8 

{Received  December  28,  1848.)      page'90.       ' 

**  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  my  return  this  day  to  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment. 

**  Subsequently  to  the  date  of  my  Despatch  of  the  18th  ultimo,  I  have  made 
an  extended  tour  through  the  eastern  districts  of  the  colony.  On  leaving 
Smithfield  I  crossed  the  Orange  River  at  Buffers  Vley,  in  the  district  of 
Albert ;  where  I  propose  to  establish  a  town,  to  be  called,  at  the  request  of 
many  of  the  neighbouring  inhabitants,  Aliwal.  This  place,  situated  as  it  is  on 
the  direct  line  from  Port  Elizabeth  as  well  as  East  London,  will  ere  long 
become  an  important  resort  for  traders,  seeking  to  supply  the  natives  of 
Moshesh  and  the  Boers  of  the  Caledonian  River.  From  BuffeFs  Vley  I  pro- 
ceeded to  Burghers  Dorp,  the  present  seat  of  magistracy,  the  removal  of 
which  to  Aliwal  at  some  future  period  I  have  in  contemplation,  thence  to 
Cradock,  Graaf-Reinet,  Somerset,  and  Fort  Beaufort  At  all  these  places  I 
was  happy  to  find  that  the  most  loyal  feelings  prevail  towards  Her  Majesty,  as 
well  as  gratitude  to  myself,  for  the  prompt  measures  I  have  adopted  for  the 
suppression  of  the  rebellion  beyond  the  Orange  River,  and  the  protection  of 
the  well-disposed  inhabitants,  who  had  so  earnestly  prayed  for  a  regular  form 
of  Govemmeht.     These  feelings  are  so  well  expressed  in  the  Addresses,  copies       Enclosure  1. 

of  which  I  enclose,  numbered  1  to  7,  that  no  further  comment  is  required.    All  

these  districts  are  in  a  most  flourishing  and  improving  condition.*  ^^^^' 

"  10.  I  remained  for  some  days  at  Graham's  Town,  and  then  proceeded  to 
Port  Elizabeth,  where  I  was  again  met  by  an  address  upon  the  subject  of 
Separate  Government ;  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose,  with  a  not^  of  my  verbal       End.  No.  5. 
reply.    I  make  it  a  rule  to  reply  verbally  upon  the  presentation  of  all  addresses, 
never  receiving  copies  beforehand. 

"11.  Having  embarked  at  Port  Elizabeth  in  the  colonial  steamer  '  Phoenix,' 
I  reached  Cape  Town  this  morning,  receiving  on  my  arrival  the  address  of 
which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.  It  has  not  heretofore  been  my  practice  to  send  End  No.  6. 
your  Lordship  addresses  presented  to  myself;  but  the  peculiar  nature  of  the 
late  military  service  in  {Suppressing  rebellion,  at  all  times  a  distressing  duty, 
induce  me  now  to  do  so,  with  a  view  to  demonstrate  and  prove  the  loyalty  and 
good  feeling  which  animate  the  vast  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Her 
Majesty's  colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

'*  12.  It  is  said  that  the  prompt  suppression  of  this  rebellion  will  do  much 
good  within  the  colony,  while  it  is  also  remarked  that  my  measures,  subse- 
quently to  the  combat,  were  unnecessarily  harsh.  As  regards  the  first  point, 
the  loyalty  and  good  feeling  displayed  in  these  addresses  furnish  a  reply.  For 
the  second,  I  deemed  it  right  by  the  power  of  the  law — the  secret,  silent,  and 
irresistible  power  of  the  law — to  demonstrate  how  the  crime  of  rebellion  must 
be  visited.  The  effects  of  my  proceeding  have  even  exceeded  the  utility  and 
consequent  necessity  which  I  had  attached  to  it  The  rebels  themselves,  when 
I  was  at  Winberg,  flocked  round  me  in  gratitude  for  my  forbearance ;  the  well- 
disposed  hailing  me  as  their  deliverer. 

"  13.  Six  thousand  pounds  have  been  already  collected  by  fines ;  and  the 
expenses  of  the  expedition,  consisting  alone  in  waggon  hire  and  the  purchase 
of  a  few  gun  and  troop  horses,  will  be  defrayed  by  the  rebels.  If  any  surplus 
remain,  it  shall  be  appropriated  to  indemnification  for  losses  sustained  in  the 
outbreak. 

"  14.  The  troops,  with  the  exception  of  the  garrison  of  Bloem  Fontein,  have 
all  returned  in  perfect  health  to  their  quarters.  The  Queen's  Fort,  of  which 
I  enclose  a  sketch,  together  with  a  Report  from  Lieutenant  Inglis,  of  the  Royal 
Engineers,  is  completed.  I  have  drawn  round  it  a  rayon  of  400  yards ;  and 
much  of  the  space  thus  reserved  being  eligible  for  building  purposes,  the  ground- 
rent  will  more  than  defray  the  expense  of  the  construction  of  the  fort ;  for 
Bloem  Fontein,  situated  as  it  is  in  the  midst  of  a  large  native  as  well  as  emigrant 
population,  will  most  assuredly  before  long  become  an  extensive  town. 

*  An  intervening  portion  of  this  Despatch  will  be  found. printed  in  the  Papers  relative  to  the  Kafir  Tribes, 
presented  by  Command,  May,  1849. 
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*^3f^  '*  IS-  Her  Majesty's  steamer  *  Dee*  has  been  despatched  to  Natal,  to  bring 

back  the  wing  of  the  73rd  regiment  which  I  had  sent  there ;  and  so  soon  as 
this  shall  have  be^i  effected,  the  r^nainder  of  the  regiment  will  be  brought 
out  of  British  Kafraria  to  Cape  Town  by  East  London. 

"  16.  Thus  the  colony  of  tne  Cape  of  Good  Hope  is  at  this  moment  tranquil 
and  flourishing  within ;  and,  with  reference  to  European  excitement,  capable  of 
defending  its  important  posts  of  Cape  Harbour  and  Simon's  Bay,  against  hostile 
insult  or  aggression/' 


No.  1,  Endosure  1  in  No.  17. 

Containing  addresses  No.  1  to  7,  referred  to  at  page  73. 

Address 

To  his  Excellercy  Lieut. -General  Sir  H.  G.  Wakelyn  Smith,  Bart.,  Governor  of  the 
Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  &c.,  and  High  Commissioner  of  the  Eastern  and 
North  Eastern  Boundaries  of  the  Colony. 

The  deference  that  is  due  to  your  Excellency's  exalted  rank  and  station  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  our  beloved  Sorereign  in  this  colony  would,  under  any  ciraimstances,  elicit  an 
expression  of  honour  and  respect  from  the  inhabitants  of  this  village ;  but  regarding  your 
appearance  amongst  us  a  renewed  interposition  of  an  all^wise  and  gracious  Providence  who 
has  again  preserved  your  Excellency  in  the  day  of  battle,  we  greet  you  with  more  than  ordiaaiy 
emotion ;  and  we  rejoice  not  for  ourselves  alone,  neither  for  our  countr)',  though  we  are  not 
unmindful  of  the  advantages  derived  from  your  Excellency's  administration,  our  deepest  and 
tenderest  sympathies  are  excited  toward  her  whose  spirit  hovers  round  your  person,  and  whose 
devoted  affection  is,  like  your  own  valour,  the  theme  of  our  admiration  and  praise.  But  our 
delight  is  not  without  ^loy ;  we  sincerely  deplore  the  cause  that  has  drawn  you  from  the 
scenes  of  domestic  peace  ;  and  our  heart  burned  with  indignation  when  the  tidings  reached  us 
that  so  many  of  your  brave  companions  in  arms  had  suffered,  that  your  own  life  had  been 
assailed,  and  that  one  gallant  officer  had  fallen  by  the  hands  of  a  band  of  miscreants^  whose 
ignorance  is  only  exceeded  by  their  guilt,  whom,  under  Providence,  you  have  been  the  means 
of  scattering  as  chaff  before  the  wind. 

We  embrace  this  opportunity  of  tendering  to  your  Excellency,  and  through  you  to  ill  who 
have  perilled  their  lives  in  vindication  of  the  insulted  honour  of  our  Sovereign  and  her  laws, 
the  humble  enression  of  our  gratitude  and  thanks. 

Our  gratitude  is  not  less  due  to  your  Excellency  for  the  prompt  eonnderation  di^Iayed  in 
the  appointment  of  a  magistrate  and  the  other  civil  authorities  to  Burghersdorp,  in  accordance 
with  the  prayer  of  our  petition.  The  extent  of  the  district,  and  the  rising  interests  of  the 
village,  required  such  arrangement.  We  humbly  acknowledge  the  services  and  advantages 
derived  from  the  authority  exercised  amongst  us,  and  we  confidently  rely  upon  your  continued 
consideration  of  the  welfare  of  this  place. 

Commending  your  Excellency  to  the  care  and  keeping  of  our  heavenly  Father, 

We  are  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  Servants. 
(Signed  by  1 15  persons.) 


No.  2.  No.  2. 

Address 

To  his  Excellency  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  O.C.B.,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  &c.  &c. 

Wb,  the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  Cradock,  beg  to  offer  our  sincere  congratulations  on 
your  Excellency's  safe  return  to  the  colony,  after  your  short  but  brilliant  campaign  beyond  the 
boundary,  as  also  upon  this  your  Excellency's  first  visit  to  Cradock.  While  we  cannot  but 
deplore  the  loss  of  life  with  which  the  late  occurrence  beyond  the  Orange  River  has  been 
attended,  we  trust  that  the  measures  adopted  by  your  Excellency  will  be  the  means  of  aeonring 
a  lasting  peace,  and  will  ultimately  prove  of  incalculable  advantage  not  only  to  the  colonists, 
but  the  deluded  people  lately  opposed  to  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

Wishing  your  Excellency  a  continuation  of  the  success  which  has  heretofore  attended  your 
Excellency's  career,  and  that  you  may  be  long  spared  to  rule  over  us, 
We  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Excellency  s  loyal  and  devoted  servants^ 

T.  VON  Abo,  \ 

R.  White,  I      xg    -       i 

J.H.GREATHEAD.f^  Municipal 
A.  M.Hockley.     (Co"«"«»«>'»e". 
Geo.  Dennison, 
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No.  3.  .N^CAL. 

ADDRSSa  ^^-  ^' 

To  his  Excellency  Lieuteuant-General  Sir  Henry  George  Wakelyn  Smith,  G.C.B., 
Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  High 
Commissioner,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Mat  it  please  tour  Excellenct, 

We,  the  undersigned  Commissioners  of  the  municipality  of  Graaf-Reinet,  take  leave  to 
welcome  your  Excellency  on  your  visit  to  this  town. 

We  congratulate  your  Excellency  on  your  safe  return  from  your  late  expedition  to  the 
country  beyond  the  north  eastern  boundary  of  the  colony,  and  upon  the  successful  issues  of  the 
measures  you  found  it  necessary  to  adopt  for  the  re-establiiiKhmeut  of  order  among  the  deluded 
emigrants  from  the  colony  there  residing. 

We  regret  that  so  many  of  those  misguided  people  have  lost  their  lives  in  fighting  for  a  bad 
cause ;  and  we  cannot  help  feeling  compassion  for  their  unhappy  families,  and  deploring  the 
misfortunes  and  the  evils  which  the  emigrants  have  brought  upon  themselves  by  their  mis'- 
conduct. 

We  trust,,  however,  that  they  have  now  become  convinced  of  thak  errors,  and  that  they  will 
henceforth  prove  themselves  grateful  for  the  considerate  manner  in  which  your  Excellency  has 
constantly  shown  yourself  desirous  of  treating  them,  and  will  duly  appreciate  the  benefits 
conferred  upon  them  by  your  Excellency,  and  the  great  good  to  be  derived  from  living  peaceably 
under  a  kind,  paternal,  and  just  Government. 

We  have  been  grieved  to  hear  of  the  severe  loss  sustained  by  the  military  in  the  brave  per- 
formance of  their  duty,  at  the  attack  made  upon  them  at  Boom  Plaats ;  and  we  sincerely  trust 
that  no  similar  occurrence  will  ever  again  take  place  in  this  country. 

Reverting  to  more  immediate  local  matters^  we  hope  that  the  appearance  and  circumstances 
of  our  town  will,  upon  a  personal  inspection,  make  a  favourable  impression  upon  your  Excel- 
lency's mind,  and  obtain  for  our  tnunicipality  your  Excellency's  support  and  assistance  in  our 
onward  course  of  improvement. 

We  beg  to  assure  your  Excellency  of  our  loyalty  to  our  Sovereign  Queen  Victoria,  her  person 
and  Governnaent,  and  to  express  our  gratitude  for  all  the  measures  already  adopted  for  the 
benefit  of  the  colony ;  and  our  hope  that  Her  Majesty  will  deem  its  inhabitants  worthy  of 
having  further  free  institutions  for  self-government  conferred  upon  them. 

To  your  Excellency,  personally,  we  beg  to  express  our  hope  and  fervent  wishes  that  a  kind 
and  merciful  Providence  will  long  spare  your  Excellency  to  promote  the  well-being  of  those 
whom  you  have  been  appointed  to  govern.  May  His  blessings  at  all  times  and  everywhere 
attend  yourself  and  Lady  Smith,  and  all  those  who  are  dear  to  you. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble  servants, 

(Signed)  J.  F.  Ziervogel, 

J.  J.  Meinjtes, 
J.  C.  Naude, 
J.  N.  G.  Mullen. 
C.  S.  Spiller, 
H.  A.  Enslin. 


No.  4.  No.  4* 

To  his  Excellency  Sir  Harry  Smith,  Baronet,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
Her  Majesty's  Castle,  Town^  and  Settlement  of  the  Capa  of  Good  Hope,  Ordii'^ry 
and  Vice- Admiral  of  tho  same,  &c 

We,  the  undersigned  Municipal  Commissioners  of  Somerset,  feel  great  pleasure  in 
meeting  your  Excellency  on  the  present  occasion ;  and  congratulate  your  Excellency  on  your 
safe  arrival  at  this  place,  which  has  not  for  many  years  past  been  visited  by  a  Governor  of  the 
colony,  although  we  firmly  believe  more  loyalty  cannot  exist  in  a  people  than  is  possessed  by 
the  inhabitants  of  this  district. 
~^^We  also  congratulate  your  Excellency  upon  the  signal  success  which  has  attended  your 
Excellency's  exertions  in  subduing  the  wicked  spirit  of  rebellion  that  has  latelv  been  cherished 
under  Pretorius,  and  other  evil-disposed  persons  beyond  the  Orange  River.  We  much  lament 
the  loss  of  life  that  has  been  unavoidably  occasioned  in  quelling  that  rebellion  ;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  we  admire  the  forbearance  manifested  by  your  Excellency,  in  having  made  every 
endeavour  to  prevent  the  shedding  of  blood.  Your  Excellency's  visit  to  this  place  has  inspired 
us  with  a  hope  that  this  remote  village  will  not,  under  your  Excellency's  government,  be  neg- 
lected so  much  as  it  has  hitherto  been ;  but  that  your  Excellency  will,  without  hesitation,  and 
in  your  Excellency's  usual  frank  manner,  countenance  and  support  a  measure  which  will 
shortly  be  brought  before  your  Excellency's  notice,  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  additionsd  erven 
and  the  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  natives  resident  within  the  municipality. 

We  should  also  feel  happy  if  your  Excellency  could,  consistently  with  the  duties  of  your 
high  office,  support  a  measure  which  will,  it  is  believed,  shortly  be  brought  before  the  notice 
either  of  your  Excellency  or  of  the  Central  Board,  with  respect  to  the  Tine  of  road  from  the 
Zuurberg,  so  as  to  ensure  its  passing  within  as  short  a  distance  as  possible  of  this  village;  thus 
stimulating  trade  and  commerce  here,  and  increasing  the  value  of  property  in  this  village  and 
district. 
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NATAL.  Fnrther>  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  draw  your  Excellency's  attention  to  another  circumstance, 

and  that  is,  the  great  want  of  suitable  public  buildings  at  this  place.  It  is  a  matter  of  grief 
to  us  to  view  the  wretched  apartments  that  are  necessarily  used  as  public  offices  here ;  and  the 
prison^  the  dilapidated  state  o(  which  has  unfortunately  of  late  years  been  the  chief  cause  of  so 
many  prisoners  having  escaped.  Suitable  buildings^  in  a  central  position,  would  prove  an  orna- 
ment to  the  place,  and  do  credit  to  the  Government  under  your  Excellency's  liberal  adminis- 
tration. 

And  having  tlius  far  trespassed  upon  your  Excellency's  kind  attention,  permit  us  to  conclude 
by  expresing  a  hope  that  your  Excellency's  life  may  long  be  spared ;  and  that,  under  the 
providence  of  God,  you  may  always  manifest  that  wisdom  and  greatness  of  mind  which  bare 
characterized  your  Excellency  during'your  public  career. 


No.  5.'  No.  5. 

Address 

To  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

The  inhabitants  of  Fort  Beaufort  most  respectfully  beg  to  represent  to  your  ExceUency 
the  deep  interest  they  feel  at  your  arrival  at  this  place,  and  humbly  tender  to  you,  the  repre- 
sentative of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty,  whom  may  God  long  preserve,  their  most  devoted 
allegiance. 

It  gives  them  e^reat  pleasure  to  be  enabled  to  meet  you,  by  the  blessing  of  the  Almighty, 

f>reser\'ed  from  tlie  clangers  incidental  to  the  arduous  undertaking  in  which  you  have  been  ao 
ately  engaged,  and  in  which  the  valour  and  energy  of  Her  Majesty's  troops  have  been  again 
tried  and  proved  invincible.  While  we  deplore  the  circumstances  which  have  led  to  the  recent 
events,  and  the  loss  sustained  by  the  country  in  the  brave  men  who  have  fallen  in  the  struggle, 
we  congratulate  ourselves  that  the  measures  you  have  adopted  will  be  the  means  of  establisdbuig 
a  permanent  state  of  peace  and  security ;  and,  as  loyal  subjects  of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty, 
we  assure  you  of  our  hearty  co-operation  in  all  measures  calculated  to  secure  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  the  country  generally,  and  our  only  regret  is,  that  we  are  not  always  favoured  by 
the  presence  of  Her  Majesty's  representative  on  the  frontier,  and  assisted  by  the  liberal  form  of 
representative  government  which  is  recommended  to  our  views  and  feelings  by  its  succesaAil 
operation  in  the  mother  country,  and  which  we  are  led  to  hope  for  by  the  liberal  intimation  of 
your  Excellency. 

With  our  fervent  prayers  for  your  Excellency's  amiable  lady,  and  that  you  may  long  li\-e 
in  happiness  and  honour, 

(Signed  by  80  of  the  inhabitants.) 


No.  6.  No.  6. 

Address  of  Fingoes. 

To  his  Excellency  Sir  H.  W.  Smith,  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Ma.t  it  please  tour  Excellency, 

We,  the  Fingoe  inhabitants  of  Fort  Beaufort  and  neighbourhcx>d,  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  expressing  our  lively  satisfaction  and  thankfulness  at  seeing  your  Excellency 
amongst  us  after  the  dangers  and  fatigues  of  your  late  expedition  against  the  rebel  Boers. 

We  view  with  the  utmost  disapproval  the  late  rebellious  movement  over  the  Orange  River, 
in  which  so  much  valuable  life  has  been  lost,  and  the  kindness  of  a  parental  Government  treated 
with  base  ingratitude.  Your  Excellency  will  bear  with  us  while  we  refer  to  the  important 
circumstance  of  our  emancipation  from  Kafir  thraldom,  and  of  which  your  Excellency  (as 
Colonel  Smith)  ,in  1836  took  so  prominent  a  part,  by  which  the  C9mputed  number,  15,000 
persons,  the  fragments  of  our  broken  nation,  were  removed  from  Kafraria  and  received  as 
subjects  of  the  Government  of  England. 

This  circumstance  we  refer  to  was  the  greatest  possible  benefit  which  could  have  been  bestowed 
upon  us,  and  as  a  people  we  are  thankful  for  the  same.  Our.  gratitude  we  endeavoured  to 
evince  in  the  last  war  by  resisting  the  invasion  of  the  colony  by  the  Kafir  tribes ;  and  although, 
from  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  invaders,  we  were  not  able  to  prevent  the  destniction 
produced  by  the  enemy,  in  which  we,  as  a  people,  bore  our  full  share  of  suffering  in  the  loss  of 
all  our  cattle  and  many  of  our  best  warriors,  still  we  have  this  satis&ction  that  we  did  our  duty^ 
and  which  we  are  ever  ready  to  repeat. 


No.  7.  No.  7. 

To  his  Excellentrv  Sir  H.  G.  W.  Smith,  Bart.,  K.G.C.,  Governor  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  Her  Majesty's  High  Com- 
missioner, &c.  &c.  &c. 
Sir, 

The  undersigned  inhabitants  of  King  William's  Town  cannot  allow  this  opportunity  to 
pass  without  congratulating  yom*  Excellency  on  the  success  which,  under  Providence,  has  again 
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attended  you  in  this  yotir  late  expedition  against  the  refractory  Boers  beyond  the  Orange  Biver,  NATAL. 

and  safe  return  to  this  place,  with  additional  and  well-earned  laurels,  the  reward  of  the  XnAj 

brave,  trusting  your  Excellency  may  long  enjoy  the  same ;  that  equal  success  may  attend  your 

future  operations  in  Govemnient  and  the  field  that  have  so  eminently  marked  the  past ;  that 

you  may  witness  the  successful  rising  of  this  province,  the  foundation  of  which  your  Excellency 

has  laid,  which  we  respectfully  submit  may  be  more  speedily  brought  about  by  granting  to 

established  towns,  &c.,  those  laws  for  the  protection  of  persons  and  property,  with  extmision  of 

lawful  commerce,  that  are  enjoyed  in  the  colony ;  with  the  best  wbhes  for  yourself  and  lady,  is 

the  prayer  of 

Your  Excellency*s  most  obedient,  humble,  and  respectful  servants, 

(35  signatures.) 


Extract  of  an  Address  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Graham's  Town. 

"  To  His  Excellency  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Henry  George  Wakelyn  Smith,  Baronet, 
Governor  of  the  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner, 
&c.,  &c.,  &c. 

.  *^  Mat  it  please  tour  Excellency, 

*'  We,  the  inhabitants  of  Gb*aham's  Town,  in  town's  meeting  assembled,  beg  to  express 
our  hearty  congratulations  on  the  safe  arrival  of  your  Excellency  among  us,  after  having,  with 
so  much  promptitude,  put  down  the  rebellion  beyond  the  Orange  River,  and  established  peace, 
law,  and  order  in  its  stead.     The  successful  issue  of  your  Excellency's  exertions,  aided  by  the 

'  meritorious  conduct  of  Her  Majesty's  troops,  we  are  convinced  will  operate  in  the  most  salutary 
manner,  not  only  on  the  refractory  and  rebellious  Boers,  but  on  the  whole  population  of  Kafir- 
land  ;  and  we  also  trust  that  the  effectual  blow  now  struck,  while  it  has  destroyed  the  very 

•  spirit  of  rebellion,  will  tend  to  consolidate  the  public  tranquillity  and  thereby  enable  your 

.Excellency  to  carry  out  those  measures  for  the  public  weal,  for  whidi  you  have  so  energetically 
and  assiduously  laboured." 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  George  Wakelyn  Smith,  Baronet,  G.C.B.,  Governor  of  the 
Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  High  Commissioner  of  the  Eastern  and  North- 
Extern  boundaries  of  the  Colony. 

'  May  it  plbask  your  Excellency, 

We,  the  undersigned  Commissioners  of  the  municipality  of  Graham's  Town,  take  the 
liberty  of  approaching  your  Excellency  with  a  renewed  expression  of  our  loyalty  to  our  most 
gracious  Sovereign,  and  desire  your  Excellency  to  accept  our  cordial  and  heartfelt  congratula- 
tions on  your  safe  arrival  in  this  town,  after  having  so  successfully  terminated  and  put  down 
the  recent  unnatural  rebellion  beyond  the  boundary  of  the  colony. 

It  was  with  mingled  feelings  of  surprise  and  regret  that  we  saw  your  Excellency's  wise  and 
benevolent  endeavours  to  promote  the  interest  and  welfare  of  those  ignorant  and  misguided  men 
meet  with  no  more  grateful  a  return,  on  their  part,  than  a  wicked  and  armed  rebellion  against 
your  Excellency's  authority  as  Her  Majesty's  representative.  We  have  not  failed  to  observe 
your  Excellency's  repeated  and  earnest  endeavours  to  recall  those  unfortunate  men  to  a  sense 

■of  their  duty,  and  the  several  warnings  and  cautions  which  had  been  mercifully  given  them, 
widiout  the  desired  effect,  until  at  length  your  Excellency  had  no  alternative  but  the  stern 
necessity  of  a  recourse  to  arms.  Victory,  ue  wonted  attendant  on  your  Excellency,  has,  as 
usual,  crowned  your  Excellency's  undertaking  with  Success,  forced  the  whole  of  the  leaders  to 
flight,  taught  their  followers  a  very  severe  but  necessary  lesson,  atid  reduced  the  whole  of  them 
to  unqualified  submission ;  and  we  have  now  every  confidence  that  the  measures  adopted  by 
your  Excellency  will  prevent  a  recurrence  of  anytning  of  the  kind  in  future,  and  may  be  the 
means  of  permanently  establishing  a  beneficial  system  of  Government  in  that  hitherto  dis- 
organized country,  and  thereby  rendering  it  worthy  of  Briti^  sovereignty. 

With  these  views  and  hopes  we  sincerely  wish  your  Excellency  all  the  success  that  can  pos- 
sibly attend  upon  talent  and  experience,  and  with  the  warmest  wishes  for  your  own  personal 
welfare  and  that  of  your  Excellency's  family. 

We  have  the  honour  to  subscribe  ourselves. 
With  the  highest  respect. 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

(Signed)  James  Powell,  Chairman.  Joseph  Walker. 

Thomas  T.  Ring.  James  Thackwray. 

C.  M.  RoDKs«  Wm.  Trotter. 

Jas.  Temlett.  M.  B.  Shaw. 
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^IIAS&L.  Enclosure  No.  5,  referred  to  at  page  73. 

Addrkss  of  the  Re»dent  Government  Association. 

To  His  Elxcellency  Sir  H.  G.  W.  Smith,  Bart.,  Governor  and  CommaJider-in- Chief  of  tke 
Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  &c^  &c. 

Mat  it  PLBA8B  TOURi  Ekcellknct, 

Wk,  the  deputation  appointed  on  behalf  of  the  Port  Elizabeth  Committee  of  the  Resi- 
dent Governinent  Association,  have  sincere  satisfaction  in  tendering  to  your  Excellency,  on  your 
return  from  your  late  toilsome  and  fatiguing  expedition,  a  hearty  and  unfeigned  welcome,  and 
we  beg  most  cordially  to  congratulate  your  Excellency  on  the  prompt  and  energetic  manner  in 
which  you  have  succeeded  in  suppressing  the  wiekedly  rebellious  spirit  which  has  for  some 
time  past  manifested  itself  beyond  our  colonial  boundary. 

We  join  with  your  Excellency  in  sincerely  deploring  the  loss  of  valuable  lives,  by  which 
the  accomplishment  of  this  object  has  been  attained.  We  trust,  however,  through  the  firm  and 
judicious  measures  adopted  by  your  Excellency,  that  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  that  vast 
tract  of  country  will  henceforth  be  pennanently  secured. 

We  feel  assured  that  we  need  not  eulogise  to  your  Excellency  for  introducing  a  subject, 
upon  which  we  are  aware  that  your  Excellency  entertains  and  has  expressed  decidedly  adverse 
opinions,  but  knowing  as  we  do,  that  your  Excellency  is  always  willing  to  give  a  patient  hearing 
to  the  expression  of  firm  and  honest  convictions^  we  do  not  hesitate  to  urge  upon  your  Eiccel- 
lency's  dispassionate  attention,  the  question  of  an  independent  and  local  self-govrrnment  for 
this  province,  a  question  which  80  deeply  and  exclusively  engrosses  the  public  mind  at  das 
moment. 

We  do  not  attempt  to  define  the  noode  in  which  the  principle  for  which  we  would  centend, 
is  to  be  carried  out,  whether  by  a  removal  of  the  present  seat  of  government,  by  die 
establishment  of  an  independent  local  Goverament,  or  by  the  junction  of  two  Govemmeots 
under  one  head,  as  in  the  United  States. 

In  suggesting  the  first  measure^  we  are  only  acting  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Coa- 
missioners  of  Inquiry,  in  1823,  and  of  our  much  revered  Governor  Sir  B.  D*Urban,  in  1836, 
and  following  up  the  example  of  the  Canadas,  where  the  capital  has  been  removed  from  Quebec 
to  Montreal. 

By  the  second  mode  we  should  be  adopting  the  example  of  the  colony  of  Port  Phillip, 
which  it  has  been  judged  expedient  to  separate  from  its  sister  colony.  New  South  Wales; 
although  the  two  capitals  are  only  450  miles  removed  from  each  other,  and  there  are  no  rest- 
less barbarians  or  disloyal  subjects,  residing  near  the  boundaries  of  Port  Phillip. 

The  third  proposition  would  give  to  us  the  form  of  Government  in  the  different  states  of  the 
Union,  acting  independently  of  each  other,  but  uniting  together  under  one  head  for  foreign  and 
general  purposes,  assimilated  in  principle  to  the  constitution  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
K>r  the  islands  of  New  Zealand. 

We  feel  persuaded  that  whatever  opinions  your  Excellency  may  at  present  entertain,  when 
our  wishes  and  and  wants  are  analyzed  and  become  better  understood  by  your  Excellency,  diat 
they  will  be  found  neither  ill-founded  nor  unreasonable. 

We  have  seen  that  the  Home  Government  is  disposed  to  grant  more  liberal  institutions  to 
her  colonial  possessions,  and  that  your  Excellency  has  already  recommended  that  the  benefits 
of  representative  legislation  should  be  extended  to  this  colony.  While  we  acknowledge  with 
thankfulness  your  Ej^cellency's  exertions,  to  secure  this  inestimable  concession,  your  Excel- 
lency will  pardon  us  while  we  frankly  aver  that  such  an  institution  can  never  be  regarded  as  a 
boon  to  this  province,  so  long  as  the  sittings  of  the  assembly  so  elected,  are  appointed  to  be 
held  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  other  province. 

We  are  fully  impressed  with  the  decision  and  activity  of  your  Excellency *s  character,  which 
prompts  and  enables  you  to  be  on  the  scene  of  action  in  an  incredibly  short  space  of  time,  but 
emergencies  may  occur,  when  even  that  promptness  will  not  suffice,  nor  can  we  always  look 
forward  (in  case  of  your  Excellency's  removal)  to  the  appointment  of  a  Governor,  possessing 
the  same  energy,  ana  the  same  local  knowledge  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  habits  and 
character  of  the  native  tribes  upon  our  borders. 

We  will  not  occupy  your  Excellency's  valuable  time,  longer  than  to  express  our  earnest 
hope,  that  the  subject  will  not  be  dismissed  from  your  Excellency's  mind,  without  receiving 
that  consideration  which  its  importance  demands^  and  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
forward  such  representations  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  as  we  may  deem  it  expedient  to 
submit 

We  beg  to  assure  your  Excellency,  that  we  feel  grateful  to  that  benign  providence,  that  has 
80  mercifully  ^rotecU>d  you  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and  we  offer  our  best  wishes  for  your  safe 
and  speedy  return  to  that  peaceful  home  which  is  rendered  so  attractive,  and  is  so  adorned  by 
the  presence  of  your  amiable  lady. 


Reply  of  his  Excellency  on  receiving  the  Address. 

Gentlemen, 

I  RBCBiVE  this  address  with  unfeigned  satisfaction,  for  two  reasons: — 1st.  That  it 
conveys  to  me  the  congratulations  of  your  Association  on  my  safe  return  ;  and  secondly,  That  it 
assures  me  of  your  approbation  of  those  measures  which  have  been  adopted  by  me  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  peace  and  order  beyond  the  North  boundary.  It  is  not  from  any  feeling  of  vanity 
that  I  assert  it,  but  from  a  deep  conviction  of  its  being  the  fact,  that  that  expedition  has  been 
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crowned  with  suceess,  and  that  the  future  traoquillity  of  that  country  has  been  guaranteed,  and  NATAL« 

thus  the  first  condition  of  all  prosperity, — agricultural,  coniinercial,  and  social, — secured. 

Gefttlemen,  you  are  right  when  you  aflSrm  that  my  opinions  on  a  .''separate  and  distinct 
Gevemment/*  are  averse  to  those  of  your  Association.  But  I  have  not  formed  them  hastily. 
I  am  convinced  that  we  are  not  yet  pr^Mjred  for  sq)aration,  and  that  our  prosperity  is  in  our 
union.  In  proof  of  this  let  us  take  a  retrospective  view,  and  let  us  compare  what  this  colony 
is  to  day,  with  what  it  was  this  day  last  year.  Whsre  has  any  settlement  enjoyed  greater  or 
equal  prosperity  ?  and  yet  we  have  not  separated.  I  was  delighted  when  riding  into  the  town 
this  morning,  to  mark  on  every  side  so  many  improvements,  so  many  fine  new  houses,  and  your 
shipping  so  increased  And  when  the  Znurberg  cut  is  completed,  it  will  give  a  fresh  impetus 
to  every  interest  in  Poit  Elizabeth.  Let  me  know  your  wants.  Believe  me,  that  I  have  at 
heart  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  this  portion  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions,  and  I  desire  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  their  wishes.  Ahhough,  at  present,  I  cannot  accede  to  your  desires  for 
a  *'  separate  and  distinct  Government,"  yet  even  here  I  do  not  say  that  I  am  wedded  for  ever  to 
my  present  opinion.  Aware  that  the  present  institutions  were  utterly  inadequate,  I  have  recom- 
mended to  Her  Majesty*s  ministers  that  representation  be  conceded  to  you,  and  the  members 
from  this  province  be  paid  for  the  time  they  are  employed  in  serving,  by  their  counsel,  the 
country.  Wait  then  and  let  us  first  try  that  form,  and  should  it  be  found  inadequate,  I  shall 
at  once  give  my  consent  to  its  abolition.  Only  at  present  I  cannot  propose  another  change 
before  the  first  alteration  has  been  tried. 

Nor  ought  we  now  to  be  disunited.  Look  at  the  question  as  it  ought  to  be  viewed.  Ex- 
amine it  judicially,  financially,  and  in  a  military  point  of  view.  I  can  admit  that  we  might 
have  a  judicial  separation,  that  it  might  render  the  administration  of  justice  more  complete  to 
have  a  separate  judge  in  this  province,  but  even  tliat  would  add  some  10,000Z.  to  our  expendi- 
ture. But  regarded  in  a  financial  point  of  view,  I  am  most  decidedly  opposed  to  separation, 
and  I  tell  you  so  frankly.  You  speak  of  direct  taxation  to  meet  your  di>bursements.  Next  to 
war,  the  greatest  curse  that  can  be  inflicted  upon  a  county^  is  that  of  direct  taxation.  Nor  was 
the  time  when  you  commenced  to  agitate  this  question,  a  very  proper  time,  when  the  western 
province  was  contributing  all  that  it  possessed,  in  nieans  of  men  and  supplies,  to  assist  in  the 
reduction  of  our  common  enemy.  And  let  us  extend  our  observation  to  other  countries,  to  the 
United  States,  that  great  empire  whose  destinies  are  not  yet  all  foretold,  there  it  was  once  . 
moved  to  have  two  distinct  and  separate  governments,  the  seat  of  the  one  to  be  in  New  York,  that 
of  the  other  in  Washington.  Was  the  proposition  carried?  No!  Congress  rejected  it  and 
preferred  the  union.  And  what  is  Germany  with  her  33,000,000,  strugghiig  after,  at  present, 
but  union  ?  These  German  states  have  sunk,  through  their  disunion  and  separation  ;  while 
Great  Britain,  whose  throne  at  the  present  time  stands  alone  so  firm,  and  whose  constitution 
has  been  unshaken  by  the  shocks  which  have  laid  so  many  other  constitutions  low,  is  acknow- 
ledged to  owe  her  strength  and  her  greatness  to  the  union  ;of  her  people.  Nor  at  the  present 
time  must  we  have  separation  here.  When  I  agreed  to  accept  the  appointment  of  Governor  of 
this  colony,  it  was  on  the  faith  that  I  should  enjoy  the  confidence  of  all  i^  inhabitants ;  and  as 
long  as  I  have  the  majority  with  me,  as  at  present,  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  secure  the 
happiness  of  the  greatest  number.  Gentlemen,  I  tell  you  that  my  idea  of  a  government  is  to 
insure  the  greatest  possible  amount  of  happiness  to  the  greatest  possible  number ;  and  although 
you  may  affirm  that  in  this  province  you  have  the  majority  with  you,  I  tell  you  that  it  is  not 
so,  that  I  have  the  majority,  I  have  ascertained  the  sentiments  of  the  people,  and  I  shall  study 

>  their  wants  and  your  wants.  I  desire  to  know  them.  I  am  pleased  to  be  made  acquainted  with 
your  wishes  and 'desires.  Tell  me  what  object  you  wish  my  attention  directed  to.  State  every- 
thing frankly  and  boldly.    I  do  not  object  to  that.     No^  it  I  go  wrong,  show  me  my  errors  too, 

'  and  if  I  cannot  do  better  I  shall  give  up  the  government  to  be  assumed  by  one  more  competent. 
But  do  not  pervert  my  ^ntiments.  Believe  that  I  ever  study  to  be  upright  in  my  conduct, 
and  to  act  only  from  the  purest  motives.  I  may  differ  from  you,  I  do  ditfer  from  you,  but 
I  seek  only  your  welfare.  Did  I  come  among  you  for  name,  or  for  fame,  or  for  fortune  ?  For 
the  two  former  certainly  not.     For  the  latter  I  shall  spend  all  my  income  among  you.     I  came 

)       to  serve  you,  and  to  serve  you  in  the  way  most  accordant  with  my  own  convictions  of  what  is 

i  for  your  good.  Here  I  may  refer  to  what  transpired  between  Her  Majesty  Secretary  of  State 
and  myself,  on  this  subject.     When  I  was  asked  whether  I  wished  a  Lieut.- Governor  to  assist 

I  me  in  my  labours,  I  said  you  have  one  tliere  already,  and  I  do  not  recommend  his  removal. 
I  was  answered  no,  he  is  removed  already ;  he  is  appointed  to  South  Australia.     Then  I  said, 

^       I  do  not  wish  a  successor  to  him.     The  office  of  Lieut. -Governor  fulfilled  no  other  part 

^  than  that  of  giving  rise  to  very  unprofitable  correspondence.  When  I  was  asked  whether  I 
would  have  a  Lieut.-General,  I  replied  certainly  not.     I  did  not  ^*ish  any  divisiou  here. 

,;  Gentlemen,you  do  not  know  the  difficulties  of  military  command,  but  I  do;  and  in  a  country 
such  as  this  colony,  where  everything  is  in  the  chaotic  state,  I  would  certainly  not  recommend 

^  military  division,  which  leads  me  to  add  a  few  remarks  on  this  last  head.  Grentlemen,  although 
this  colony  will^  I  believe,  one  day  become  one  of  the  finest  and  most  important  commercial 
possessions  of  the  British  Crown  ;  it  is  at  present  chiefly  important  as  a  militaiy  station — as 
a  maritime  possession.  We  must  look  at  it  as  an  integral  portion  of  the  British  Empire,  held 
for  the  purposes  of  the  maritime  power ;  and  viewed  m  this  light,  and  always  in  the  prospect, 
that  a  great  war  raging  every  where  may  soon  have  to  be  prosecuted,  the  Cape  is  the  proper 
place  for  the  seat  of  Government.  With  regard  to  the  Kafir  outbreaks,  I  can  only  state  my 
conviction  that  the  measures  which  I  liave  adopted  with  that  people,  have  been  successful  to  a 

,  degree  equal  to  all  human  expectation ;  and  while  I  can  rely  upon  the  confidence  of  the  inha- 
bitants, I  fear  no  emergency.     Now,  gentlemen,  I  repeat  again  that  I  receive  with  sincere 

^        satisfaction,  at  all  times,  a  frank  expression  of  your  sentiments  and  desires;  and,  although  I 
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NATAL.  conress,  that  I  shall  not  be  driven  from  my  own  convictions,  until  new  convictions  have  b«eii 

produced,  yet  I  am  pleased  always  to  have  the  opinions  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  here. 

His  Excellency,  in  conclusion,  expressed  his  regret  that  he  could  not  be  in  Port  Elizabeth 
at  an  earlier  hour,  that  he  might  have  met  die  gentlemen  before  him,  and  many  others,  at 
breakfast,  where  he  should  have  had  the  pleasure  of  drinking  their  healths. 


Enclosure  No.  6,  referred  to  at  page  73. 

To  his  Excellency  Sir  Hbnrt  Oborgb  Wakelyn  Smith,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  Governor,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  High  Commissioner  of  Her  Majesty's  Settlement  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  Kcc,  &c.,  &c. 

Sir, 

We,  the  undersigned  merchants  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  ci^  of  Cape  Town,  and 
its  neighbourhood,  seize  this  opportunity  of  offering  our  congratulations  on  your  Excellency's 
safe  return  to  the  chief  seat  of  your  government,  after  the  narassing  disturbances  which  so 
unexpectedly  called  you  hence. 

The  vigour  and  rapidity  with  which  this  wicked  rebellion  has  been  repressed,  and  the  modera- 
tion with  which  peace  and  good  order  have  been  restored,  are  eminently  characteristic  of  your 
Excellency's  genius  as  a  soldier,  and  of  the  generous  sympathies  of  your  nature;  for  all  must 
have  observed  with  no  less  admiration  than  satisfaction,  your  persevering  efforts  to  avoid,  by 
the  most  conciliatory  measures,  the  necessity  of  a  resort  to  arms ;  and  when  that  necessity 
could  no  longer  be  avoided,  with  justice  to  the  people  whose  welbre  is  entrusted  to  your  keepiog, 
tiie  unconquerable  energy  and  alacrity  with  which  you  annihilated  the  hopes,  and  scattered  the 
power  of  the  rebellious  opponents  of  your  government. 

We  conBdently  trust.  Sir,  that  the  result  of  these  exertions  will  ensure  the  permanent  tran- 
quillity of  the  country,  and  leave  your  Excellency  at  leisure  to  prosecute  those  great  under- 
takings which  had  previously  been  projected  for  advancing,  in  so  eminent  a  degree^  the  agricul- 
tural and  commercial  prosperity  of  the  colony. 

That  you  may  long  continue  to  preside  over  the  public  affairs  of  these  settlements,  and  to 
exercise  that  '*  justice  and  merc^,*'  for  which  in  the  congregation  we  pray,  and  which  has 
hitherto  markea  your  distinguished  career  in  the  service  of  your  country,  is  the  hearty 
desire  of 

Sir, 

Yours,  &c. 

Reply  of  his  Excellency. 

Honourable  Sir,  and  my  kind  friend  Mr.  Hamilton  Ross, — I  cannot  express  my  feeh'ngs 
at  receiving  the  address  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cape  Town,  by  your  hands.  When  I  was  in  tlm 
colony,  many  years  ago,  you  did  me  an  act  of  kindness,  never  to  be  forgotten.  I  remember  it 
grateiully,  and  now  repeat  it  proudly. 

Gentlemen, — it  is  with  the  most  heartfelt  gratification  that  I  have  heard  the  address  read, 
which  is  now  presented  to  me.  The  inhabitants  of  Cape  Town  have  ever  been  conspicuoi»  for 
loyalty  and  devotion  to  their  Sovereign,  and  as  the  representive  of  our  Gracious  Queen,  I  must 
say,  that  I  have  ever  met  with  your  warmest  support.  When  I  arrived  amgngst  you,  some 
months  ago,  I  not  only  received  it  then,  but  again  on  my  return,  after  having  visited  the  frontier 
districts  of  the  colony,  where  I  hoped  by  my  acts  to  have  left  all  in  profound  peace  and  pros- 
perity. But  I  had  not  been  very  long  amongst  you,  when  my  services  were  again  suddenly 
required  to  put  down  the  seditious  acts  of  some  daring,  disloyal,  and  rebellious  men.  I  parted 
from  you  with  deep  regret,  at  being  summoned  away  on  so  unpleasant  a  duty,  receiving  the 
sympathies  of  you  all. 

I  went  to  put  down  rebellion  by  force  of  arms,  after  having  endeavoured  by  every  concilia- 
tory means  in  my  power  to  check  its  course.  When  I  lately  returned  to  the  country  beyond 
the  Orange  River,  I  was  happy  in  observing  large  new  buildings,  which  had  been  created  since 
my  last  visit  there,  and  the  increased  possession  of  the  farmers  of  herds  and  flocks,  thereby 
proving  that  the  mass  of  the  people  had  placed  confidence  in  the  measures  I  had  adopted  for 
their  welfare.  Vile  characters,  however,  and  one  in  particular,  by  and  in  whom  I  was  most 
grossly  deceived,  stirred  up  rebellion  amongst  them,  whom  I  can  best  designate  by  the  Dutch 
term,  oproermaker.  By  his  treacherous  conduct  and  violence,  more  tlian  3000  families  were 
driven  from  their  homesteads,  in  the  most  inclement  weather,  who  would  not  join  in  his  infa- 
mous designs.  To  enlist  the  sympathies  of  the  world,  was  not  therefore  the  views  of'the  many, 
but  the  vile  acts  of  the  few  rebellious  hearts.  What  I  may  term  the  twaddle  of  the  present  day 
was  made  use  of,  which  is  the  mode  now  in  practice  to  entrap  public  sympathy  in  &vour  of 
treasonable  proceedings. 

On  my  return  from  Kafirland,  12  years  ago,  I  felt  proud  in  saying  that  the  Kafirs  were  all 
distressed  in  losing  me.  And  I  now  as  triumphantly  say  that  I  left  the  people  beyond  the 
Orange  River,  heart  and  soul  in  my  favour.  Many  of  the  farmers  rode  150  miles  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance.  I  received  them  not  as  a  conqueror,  but  as  a  friend.  All  rejoiced  at  the 
measures  I  had  thought  it  necessary  to  enforce  ;  but  whether  right  or  wrong,  I  deemed  it  my 
imperative  duty  to  avenge  the  insult  that  had  been  offered  to  Her  Majesty,  our  Gracious  Queen, 
and  having  in  open  field  chastised  those  who  had  dared  to  arm  themselves  against  her  Govern- 
ment, I  appealed  to  the  law,  and  exercised  the  law,  carrying  its  sentence  into  execution,  because 
it  was  my  duty. 
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The  pleasures  I  have  endeavoured  to  adopt  since  I  have  administered  this  Government,  hfive  NATAL, 

all  been  framed  with  a  view  to  peace  and  tranquillity.  ""^ 

I  have  told  you  how  happily  I  left  the  lately  disturbed  districts  beyond  the  Orange  River, 
the  people  paying  the  war-tribute  cheerfully,  and  with  this  1  have  been  enabled  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  expedition,  so  that  they  should  not  fall  on  the  colony,  but  be  borne  by  the  rebels. 
I  am  also  happy  to  tell  you  that  the  reception  I  have  met  with  from  the  Dutch  population  every 
where  throughout  my  tour,  has  been  most  gratifying  to  me. 

In  Kafirland  the  tribes  have  become  quite  another  people,  quiet  and  submissive  in  conduct, 
and  becoming  daily  part  of  ourselves,  and  when  I  threw  down  the  instructions  of  Her  Majesty 
before  the  different  chiefs,  saying,  "  There  is  your  law  henceforth/*  their  joy  was  universal,  at 
being  declared  British  subjects.  Habits  of  industry  are  becoming  also  very  generally  esta- 
blished, the  labourers  procured  for  the  erection  of  the  numerous  houses  now  being  built  in 
Kin^^ William's  Town,  being  Kafirs.  A  mutual  kind  feeling  is  springing  up  between  them 
and  Englishmen^  because  they  feel  the  value  of  a  regulation ,  which  makes  them  more  free  and 
happy,  whilst  in  the  few  robberies  which  have  taken  place,  the  stolen  property  has  been  re- 
covered in  every  single  instance  but  one,  which  is  now  being  traced,  mainly  through  the  activity 
of  the  chiefs. 

It  has  been  advocated  by  some  persons  on  the  frontier,  that  a  separate  Government  is  desi- 
rable ;  but  taking  the  colony  at  large,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  what  is  the  interest  of  one,  is  that 
of  the.  whole.  Ihad  occasion,  on  my  last  visit  there;  to  remark  its  position  and  condition,  and 
contrasting  its  state  then  and  now,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  in  favour  of  its  present 
one.  A  separate  Government  had  been  agitated  prior  to  my  arrival  in  the  colony ;  but  I  main- 
tain that  a  more  inopportune  time  could  not  have  been  fixed  on,  when  the  resources  of  the 
people  and  the  country  required  combination  and  union ;  and  was  certainly  not  a  period  for 
bringing  forward  and  advocating  a  separation  of  interests  and  revenue.  I  have  expressed  my 
opinion  very  lately  to  the  inhabitants  of  Graham's  Town,  on  this  momentous  question,  and  I 
am  rejoiced  to  say,  it  has  had  a  desired  effect,  and  has  been  acknowledged  by  them.  I  plainly 
told  them  at  the  same  time,  that  to  have  a  separate  Government  was  not  the  feeling  or  the 
wishes  of  the  majority. 

(His  Excellency  alluded  next  to  a  form  of  representative  government,  which  he  had  recom- 
mended to  Earl  Grey  for  adoption,  and  then  added)  : — 

As  regards  myself,  I  have  only  one  feeling,  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  at  large,  and  have 
always  endeavoured  to  adopt  measures  for  its  advancement,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  peace. 
I  am  happy  to  say,  that  in  these  endeavours  I  have  always  received  the  cordial  support  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Cape  Town.  It  shall  be  my  future  endeavour  and  desire,  still  to  preserve  that 
good  opinion  and  support ;  but  should  I  find  a  general  want  of  confidence  in  the  public  towards 
me  in  my  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Colony,  and  that  they  are  inimical  to  my  views 
for  its  welfare.  I  shall  not  hesitate,  forgone  moment,  to  resign  the  trust  confided  to  me,  into 
the  hands  of  those  who  placed  it  there !  ^ 


To  his  Excellency  Lieut.-General  Sir  H.  G.  W.  Smith,  Bart.,  6.C.B.,  Governor  of 
the  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner,  &c.  &c. 

We,  the  undersigned  deputed  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  municipality  of 
Cape  Town,  to  welcome  your  Excellency  upon  your  arrival  in  this  city,  and  among  your 
family,  bee  to  express  the  heartfelt  satisfaction  of  the  representatives  of  this  municipality,  at 

irour  Excellency's  safe  return  to  the  seat  of  government,  and  their  gratitude  that  your  Excel- 
ency  has  been  thus  spared  by  Providence  to  promote  the  well-being  of  the  colony  at  large, 
and  of  this  city,  which  we  beg  to  recommend  to  your  Excellency's  particular  attention,  as 
peculiarly  requiring,  under  existing  circumstances,  your  Excellency's  paternal  care  and  soli- 
citude. 

With  our  fervent  prayers  for  your  Excellency's  amiable  lady,  and  that  you  may  long  live  in 
happiness  and  honour,  we  respectfully  subscribe  ourselves. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servants, 
H.  C.  Jarvis,  Chairman, 
O.  J.  Truteb,  Vice-Chairman. 
J.  H.  WiCHT,  Commissioner  of  District  No.  5. 


To  his  Excellency  Sir  H.  G.  W.  Smith,  &c.  &c. 

We  the  undersigned  elders  and  members  of  the  Jewish  congregation  in  the  city  of 
Cape  Town,  be^  to  tender  our  congratulations  to  your  Excellency,  upon  your  safe  return  to 
your  family  and  the  seat  of  Government 

We  desire  to  convey  our  sense  of  the  firmness  and  judgment  displayed  by  your  Excellency 
in  the  trying  scenes  in  which  you  have  been  lately  plac^,  when  a  wanton  and  unprovoked 
rebellion,  threatening  the  prosperity  of  this  colony,  was  speedily  crushed  by  your  Excellency's 
characteristic  energy  and  resolution. 

In  carrying  out  the  measures  adopted  by  vour  Excellency,  we  consider  that  your  Excellency 
has  displayed  the  ability  of  the  great  captam,  the  valour  of  the  veteran  soldier,  and  the  equity 
of  the  upright  magistrate — tempering  acts  of  imperative  severity  with  a  clemency  which  the 
authors  of  the  recent  rebellion  had  no  reason  to  expect. 

In  conclusion,  we  address  your  Excellency  as  tne  friend  of  liberal  measures  and  religious 
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NATAL.  toleration,  and  we  pray  that  the  great  Jdhovah^  the  common  God  and  Father  of  the  Hebrew 

""*"  and  the  Christian,  will  be  pleased  to  take  your  Excellency  now  and  hereafter  under  his  care 

and  protection,  and  will  bless  your  acts  in  private  as  well  as  in  public  life. 

Cape  Town.  October  20,  1848. 

To  his  Excellency  Sir  H.  Gborob  Wacelyn  Sicith>  Bart,  OjC.B.,  Governor,  Con- 
mander-in-Chief,  and  High  Conunksioner  of  Her  Majesty's  Settlement  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Sir, 

Wb,  the  undersigned  merchants  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Gape  Town  and 
it»  neighbourhood,  seiae  this  opportunity  of  offering  our  congratulations  on  jrour  Exeellencj*! 
safe  return  to  the  chief  seat  of  your  government,  after  the  harassing  diaturbwces  wfaieh  so  un* 
expectedly  called  you  hence. 

The  vigour  and  rapidity  with  which  this  wicked  rebelli<m  has  been  repressed,  and  the  mode 
ration  with  which  peace  and  good  order  have  been  restored,  are  eminently  characterirtic  o 
your  Excellency's  genius  as  a  soldier,  and  of  the  generous  sympathies  of  your  nature ;  for  all 
must  have  observed,  with  no  less  admiration  than  satis&eiion,  your  perseveriw  efforts  to  avoid, 
by  the  most  conciliatory  measures,  the  neceasity  of  a  resort  to  arms ;  and,  wnen  that  necessity 
could  no  longer  be  avoided,  with  justice  to  the  people  whose  wdfare  is  entrusted  to  your  keep- 
ing, the  unconquerable  energy  and  alacrity  with  which  you  annihilated  the  hopes,  and  scattered 
the  power  of  the  rebellious  opponents  of  your,  government. 

We  confidently  trust.  Sir,  that  the  result  of  these  exertions  will  ewore  the  pctntanent  traih 
quillity  of  the  country,  and  leave  your  Exeelleocy  at  leisure  to  proaeeute  those  great  under- 
takings  which  had  previously  been  projected  for  advanoing,  in  so  emiiiMit  a  degree,  the 
agricultural  and  commercial  prosperity  of  the  c(dony. 

That  you  may  long  continue  to  preside  over  the  public  affairs  of  these  settlements,  and  to 
exercise  that  justice  and  mercy,  for  which  in  the  congregation  we  pray,  and  which  has  hitherto 
marked  your  distinguished  career  in  the  service  of  your  country,  is  the  hearty  desire  of 
Sir,  &c.  &c. 
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Despatches  from  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey, 
Secretary  of  State. 
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No.  1.  (No.  170.)  No.  1. 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith, 
Bart.,  G.C.B.,  dated  Downing-street,  August  5,  1848. 

*  Page  1.  *'I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  22d  May  last,  No.  87,  forwarding 

copies  of  various  communications  which  you  had  received  on  the  subject  of  the 
Manifesto,  which  you  addressed  to  the  emigrant  burghers  on  the  29th  of  March 
last,  and  I  have  to  express  my  satisfaction  at  the  beneficial  effects,  which  appear 
to  have  resulted  from  the  publication  of  that  Proclamation. 

"  As  regards  the  Proclamation  which  you  have  issued,  relative  to  the  lega- 
lization of  marriages  beyond  the  Orange  River,  I  can  at  present  only  refer  you 
to  my  confidential  Despatch  of  the  21st  June  last,  in  which  I  requested  that 
you  would  furnish  me  with  a  report  as  to  the  legal  character  of  the  measures, 
which  you  have  proposed  for  the  government  of  that  territory.** 


No.  2.  (No.  20.)  No.  2. 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith, 
Bart.,  G.C.B.,  dated  Downing-street,  September  26,  1848. 

*  Page. 8.  "I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Despatch,  No.  100,  en- 

closing copies  of  a  letter,  dated  9th  of  May  last,  which  has  been  addressed  to 
you  by  Lieut.-Governor  West,  and  of  the  answer,  dated  20th  June,  which  you 
have  returned  to  that  letter.  I  approve  of  the  answer  which  you  made  to  that 
communication  from  the  Lieutenant-Governor. 

**  You  have  proceeded,  as  far  as  I  intended,  in  organizing  a  native  force  for  the 
protection  of  the  Natal  district.  There  being  there  already  100  native  police; 
you  have  very  properly  advised  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  organize  the  whole 
of  the  efficient  natives  after  their  own  fashion,  and  likewise  to  form  a  corps  of 
.  volunteers  of  the  settlers,  warning  the  Lieutenant-Governor  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  regular  force  is  more  likely  to  be  diminished  than  increased.  My 
Despatches  of  December,  1846  and  1847,  which  are  quoted  by  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  as  evidence  of  the  necessity  for  an  additional  force  there,  were  written 
at  periods  when  there  were  scarcely  any  troops  in  the  settlement/' 

"  Having  already  expressed  my  approval  of  your  ajiswer  to  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  I  will  only  now  further  state  generally  that  I  consider  your  obser- 
vations in  regard  to  the  line  of  conduct  to  be  pursued  in  relation  to  Panda  as 
extremely  judicious.  You  have  very  distinctly  pointed  out  to  Mr.  West,  the 
objections  which  exist  against  encouraging  the  subjects  of  that  Chief  to  leave 
him,  unless  such  a  course  should  become  proper  and  necessary  as  the  conse- 
quence of  his  tyranny  to  them,  and  of  his  determined  hostility  to  the  British 
authorities." 


No.  3.  (No.  194.) 


No.  3. 


Mr.  Maxwell,  July 
21,  1848. 

Coloniid  Office, 
Aug.  8,  1848. 

Mr.  Maxwe)!,  Aug. 
14,1848. 

ColoniHl  Office, 
Aug.  16, 1848. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart., 

G.C.B. 

Sib,  Downing-streeti  September  30,  1848. 

I  TRANSMIT  herewith,  for  your  information,  the  copy  of  a  correspondence 
which  has  taken  place  between  this  office  and  Mr.  Patrick  Maxwell  with  refer- 
ence to  his  application  for  land  at  Natal,  and  I  also  transmit  the  accom- 
panying certificate,  showing  a  payment  to  the  account  of  the  Colonial  Land 
and  Emigration  Commissioners  at  the  Bank  of  England  of  lOOl  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Maxwell  and  his  wife  for  the  purchase  of  land  in  that  territory. 

This  being  the  first  occasion  that  I  have  had  to  notify  to  you  a  deposit  for 
land,  I  consider  it  proper  that  you  should  be  informed  of  the  system  of  deposits 
authorized  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  now  in  operation  for  the  Austra- 
lian colonies. 

Tliis  system  is  fully  explained  in  the  9th  and  10th  articles  of  the  regulations 
relating  to  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  Australian  colonies,  and  which  will  be  found 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  SETTLEMENT  OF  NATAL.   85 

at  page  11  of  the  accompanying  printed  copy  of  the  Colonization  Circular,         natal. 
issued  by  the  Colonial  Land  and  Emigration  Commissioners.  Extract  annexed. 

It  will  be  seen  that  a  depositor  of  land  in  Australia  is  allowed  to  nominate  v^^e  p.  86. 

five  adults  for  free  passages  for  every  100/.  deposited.  This  number  is  limited 
by  the  expenses  of  conveyance ;  but  adverting  to  the  lower  rate  of  passage  to 
the  Cape,  I  consider  that  to  this  colony  the  number  may  be  increased,  and  I 
have  accordingly  authorized  the  Land  and  Emigration  Commissioners  to  esta- 
blish^  as  the  present  rule  for  the  Cape,  seven  adults  for  every  100/.  as  the 
number  of  free  passages  at  the  disposal  of  the  depositor,  provided  he  selects 
people  eligible,  according  to  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  Commissioners. 

I  have,  &c., 
Lieut-General  Sir  H,  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  (Signed)  GREY- 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  3.  End.  1  in  No.  3.  ' 

My  Lord,  ]2,  Romney  Terrace,  Greenwich,  July  21,  1848. 

Circumstances  having  led  me  to  contemplate  emigrating  to  one  of  our  colonies,  and 
what  I  have  learned  of  the  state  and  prospects  of  Port  Natal  having  induced  me  to  fix  on  that 
as  the  most  suitable  to  my  views,  I  beg  respectfully  to  solicit  Government,  through  your  Lord- 
ship, for  the  grant  of  a  few  (say  10,000)  acres  of  land,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  carry  out  the 
objects  I  have  in  view,  the  principal  of  which  is  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  it  being  an  undoubted 
fact  that  a  great  part  of  that  new  colony  is  adapted  for  the  growth  of  the  finest  quality  of  that 
article,  as  has  been  proved  by  some  recent  sales  made  in  this  country,  of  which  your  Lordship 
is,  without  doubt,  already  aware. 

I  must  add,  that  in  oroer  to  the  said  grant  proving  available  for  my  purpose,  I  would  humbly 
suggest  that  it  will  be  necessary  I  should  inspect  the  unoccupied  country,  s6  as  to  select  ground 
suitable  for  my  puipose. 

Should  Government  think  fit  to  comply  with  ray  solicitation,  it  is  my  intention  to  improve 
and  parcel  out  into  small  allotments  a  certain  portion  of  the  property,  as  I  anticipate  being  able 
to  induce  several  of  my  countrj'men  from  the  south  of  Scotland  to  resort  thither. 

It  being,  of  course,  necessary  that  your  Lordship  should  be  satisfied  of  the  respectability  and 
qualifications  of  your  petitioner  for  such  an  undertaking,  I  beg  to  take  the  liberty  of  referring 
you  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh  and  the  Murquis  of  Breadalbane,  and  to  Messrs. 
Charles  Cowan  and  Gibson  Craig,  Members  for  Edinburgh. 

In  hopes  that  my  petition  may  meet  with  a  favourable  reception  from  Gt)vernment,  and 
being  anxious  to  get  out  immediately,  I  have  caused  a  passage  in  the  ship  '*  Gwalior"  to  be 
secured  (conditionally)  for  myself  and  family.  She  sails  on  the  22nd  August,  and  I  only  defer 
my  preparations,  awaiting  your  Lordship's  reply. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  Patrick  J.  Maxwell. 

&c.         &c.         &c. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  3.  End.  2  in  No.  3. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  August  8,  1848. 

I  AM  directed  by  Earl  Grey  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  21st  ultimo, 
soliciting  a  grant  of  about  10,000  acres  of  land  at  Natal,  and  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  in  reply, 
that  the  practice  of  making  free  grants  of  land  having  been  discontinued,  it  is  not  in  his  Lord- 
ship's power  to  accede  to  your  request. 

But  at  the  same  time  1  am  to  state  that  Lord  Grey,  being  desirous  of  affording  every  rea- 
sonable encouragement  to  settlers  in  Natal^  has  decided,  that  whatever  money  capitalists  pro- 
ceeding thither  may  be  willing  to  invest  in  the  purchase  of  land,  shall  be  expended  in  sending 
out  emigrants  smd  in  making  roads  and  other  improvements  calculated  to  enhance  the  value  of 
the  land  bought. 

If,  therefore,  you  should  carry  into  effect  your  present  intention  of  proceeding  to  Natal  with 
settlers.  Lord  Grey  would  instruct  the  Governor  of  that  colony  to  give  you  credit,  in  land- 
purchases,  on  account  of  all  duly  qualified  emigrants  whom  you  may.  take  with  you^  for  an 
amount  of  money  equal  to  that  which  would  have  been  expended  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  sending  them  out  had  they  proceeded  to  the  colony  in  one  of  the  vessels  despatched  by 
the  Colonial  Land  and  Emigration  Commissioners ;  and  I  am  further  to  acquaint  you  that, 
with  a  view  to  entitle  yourself  to  this  advantage,  it  will  be  necessary  that  you  shoulcl  commu- 
nicate the  names  and  description  of  the  settlers  whom  you  may  select  to  the  Commissioners  for 
Land  and  Emigration,  in  order  that  they  may  decide  as  to  their  respective  qualifications. 

I  am,  &c., 
Patrick  Maxwell,  Esq.,  (Signed)  B.  Hawes.   . 

12,  Romney  Terrace,  Greenwich. 
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Enclosure  3  in  N^.  3. 

Extract  of  Rbovlations  rftpecting  the  Sale  of  Lands  in  the  Auilralian  CoWmes^  relerred 

to  at  page  85. 

''9.  Persons  will  be  at  liberty  to  make  payments  Tor  colonial  lands  in  this  countiy, 
for  which  pajrment  or  deposit  th^  will  receive  an  order  hr  credit  to  the  same  amount  in  any 
purdiase  of  utnd  they  may  effect  in  the  colony^  and  will  have  the  privilege  of  .namiBg  a  pno^ 

Sortionate  number  of  emigrants  for  a  free  passa»,  as  explained  in  the  next  article.  The 
eposits  must  be  made  in  one  or  more  sums  of  100/.  each  at  the  Bank  of  England,  to  the 
account  of  the  Colonial  Land  and  Emigration  Commissioners :  and  the  depositor  must  state  at 
the  time  the  colony  in  which  the  land  is  to  be  selected^  and  give  notice  to  the  Commissioners 
of  the  deposit.  Upon  production  of  tlie  Bank's  receipt  for  the  money,  the  Commissioners  will 
furnish  the  depositor  with  a  certificate,  stating  the  amount  which  be  has  paid,  and  entitHng  hitn 
to  obtain  credit  for  that  sum  in  any  purchase  which  he  may  effect  in  the  colony,  subject  to  all 
rules  and  regulations  in  force  in  the  colony  at  the  time  such  purchase  may  be  made. 

*'  10.  For  every  sum  of  100/.  deposited  as  above,  the  depositor  will  be  entitled,  for  six  months 
from  the  date  of  payment,  to  name  a  number  of  properly  qualified  emigrants,  equal  to  five 
adults,  for  a  free  passage.  Two  children  between  1  and  14  are  to  be  reckoned  as  equal  to  one 
adult.  The  emigrants  are  required  to  be  chosen  from  the  class  of  mechanics  and  handicrafts- 
men, agricultural  labourers »  or  domestic  servant?,  and  must  be  going  out  with  the  intention  to 
work  for  wages.  They  are  to  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Commissioners,  and  must,  in 
all  respects,  fall  within  tbeir  general  regulations  on  the  selection  of  labourers.'* 


£ncl.  4  in  No.  3.  Enclosure  4  in  No.  3. 

Sir,  12,  Romney  Terrace,  Greenwidi,  August  14,  18^. 

My  wife's  trustees  have  consented  to  invest  100/.  in  the  purchase  of  land  at  Port  Natal 
for  her,  but  accompanied  with  the  condition  that  it  is  to  be  paia  to  Government  here,  in  (»der 
to  ensure  its  application  to  that  purpose.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  if  that 
arrangement  can  be  made,  as  otherwise  it  may  materially  frustrate  my  present  intentions  of 
going  there. 

As  I  have  taken  my  passage  in  the  ship  "  Gwalior/*  which  sails  on  the  22nd  of  this  month, 
an  early  answer  will  be  esteemed  a  favour, 

I  have,  &c , 
Benjamin  Hawes,  Esq.  M.P.,  (Signed)  Patrick  J.  Maxwell. 

Colonial  Office. 


£ncl.  5  in  No.  3.  Enclosure  5  in  No.  3. 

Sir,  Downing-strert,  Avigust  16,  1848* 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Grey  to  inform  you 
that  if  your  trustees  deposit  money  for  the  purchase  of  lands  to  the  credit  of  the  Colonial  Land 
and  Emigration  Commissioners  at  the  Bank  of  England,  it  will  be  competent  to  them  to  name 
the  person  to  whom  they  wish  the  right  of  acquiring  land  in  virtue  of  that  deposit  to  belong. 
For  all  further  particulars  I  am  desired  to  refer  you  to  the  Commissioners,  whose  office  is 
No.  9,  Park-street,  Westminster. 

I  am,  &c., 
Patrick  J.  Maxwell,  Esq.  (Signed)  B.  Hawks. 


No.  4.  (No.  199.)  Na4. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  tt  G.  Smith,  Bart, 

G.C.B, 

Sre,  Downing-street,  October  23,  1848. 

•  Page  10.  I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  5th  July  last,  Na  104,*  accom. 

panied  by  a  letter  from  the  Lieutenaat-Govemor  of  Natal,  reporting  the  influx 
of  natives  into  that  territory,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  chief  Panda,  and  I 
have  to  desire  that  you  will  convey  to  Lieutenant-Governor  West  my  approval 
of  the  course  which  he  has  expressed  his  intention  to  pursue. 

T  have.  &c 
Lieut-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 
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(No.  202.)  No.  5.  ^^^ 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith  Bart..  ^o.  5. 

G.CB. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  October  23,  1S48. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  26th  of  July  last,  No.  106,*        *  ^^*  *^- 
reporting  that  Pretorius  had  headed  the  emigrant  Boers  beyond  the  Orange 
.  River  in  open  revolt,  and  that  you  had  offer^,  by  proclamation^  a  reward  of 
lOOOZ.  for  his  apprehension,  and  the  further  sum  of  1000/.  to  any  person  who 
should  give  such  information  as  might  lead  to  his  apprehension. 

I  have  received  with  much  regret  the  intelligence  of  this  insurrection,  but  I 
hope  that  the  c-onfldence  which  you  have  expressed  that  it  will  be  q^eedily 
m{^ressed  may  prove  to  be  well  founded. 

I  have^  &c., 
Lieut.-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&C.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  218.)  No.  6.  No.  6. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart, 

G.CB. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  November  15,  1848. 

I  transmit  for  your  consideration  copies  of  certain  queries,  which  I  have  Sept.  is,  i848. 
received  from  the  Earl  of  Arundel  and  Surrey,  relative  to  the  possibility  of 
acquiring  a  large  tract  of  land  adapted  to  the  formation  of  a  settlement  contiguous 
to  Natal,  or  some  other  portion  of  Her  Majesty's  possessions  in  Southern  Africa, 
and  I  have  to  request  that  you  would  furnish  me  with  such  information  on 
these  several  inquiries  as  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  obtain. 

I  also  enclose,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  the  answer,  which  I  returned      Nov.  15,  iS48. 
to  Lord  Arundel  and  Surrey's  letter  forwarding  these  queries,  in  order  that 
you  may  perceive  the  conditions  on  which  I  have  consented  to  call  for  this 
information. 

I  have,  &c., 
Lieut.-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  6.  End.  1  in  No.  6. 

My  Lord,  Rotterdam,  Monday,  Sept.  18,  1848. 

CiRCUMSTANCRS  into  which  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  enter  have  prevented  me  from 
sending  your  Lordfihip  an  earlier  reply  to  your  leUer  of  the  26th  ultimo,  it  i&  now  necessary 
for  me  to  address  you,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Momtell^  but  not  without  having  consu'lted  with 
him  upon  the  matter,  so  as  to  be  able  to  ask  your  Lordship  to  ooasider  this  as  a  joint  letter 
from  him  and  from  myself,  though  bearing  my  own  signature  alone. 

We  beg  to  thank  you  for  the  kind  manner  in  which  you  have  received  our  request,  and  not 
less  so  for  the  readiness  with  which  you  have  explained  your  own  views  upon  the  matter,  and 
exposed  to  us  the  difficulties  which  you  think  we  are  likely  to  encounter.  . 

We  feel  it  our  duty,  with  reference  to  the  concluding  paragraphs  of  your  Lordship's  letter, 
to  assure  you  that  nothing  could  be  further  from  our  intention  than  the  idea  of  inlroducing  any 
civil  disabilities  into  the  proposed  settlement  on  account  of  differences  of  religious  belief.  We 
entirely  concur  with  the  views  expressed  by  your  Lordship  upon  that  subject. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  your  Lordship  two  papers,  containing  questions  upon:  which*  we 
seek  information  with  regard  to  the  colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  provinces  of 
Natal. 

The  paper  marked  A  contains  those  questions  upon  which  we  hope  for  information  from  the 
Government  officers  at  the  Cape  and  Natal,  through  the  asi^istance  of  the  Colonial  Office. 
The  papier  marked  B  contains  those  questions  which  I  propose  to  put  to  tmstworthy  persons 
resident  in  the  colony  through  the  kindness  of  private  friends.  With  regard  to  the  whole  of  these 
questions,  we  trust  entirely  to  your  Lordship's  discretion,  as  to  whether  they,  or  any  of  them, 
are  of  a  nature  to  be  proposed  by  the  Colonial  Office  to  the  authorities  at  the  colony. 

Once  more  thanking  your, Lordship  for  your  kindness  in  not  merely  receiving  our  request  in 
a  cordial  manner,  but  for  entering  into  its  details  at  so  much  length, 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  Arundel  and  Surrey. 

&c.        &c.        &c. 
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(A.) 

1st,  Is  there  to  be  found  in  the  southern  district  of  Natal,  or  in  the  colony  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  (directing  especial  attention  to  Natal  in  the  first  place),  an  extent  of  one  million  of 
acres,  or  some  hundred  thousands  of  acres  of  available  land,  of  reasonable  fertility  and  well 
watered,  with  access  to  the  coast,  for  the  purposes  of  colonization  ? 

In  the  event  of  Dutch,  native,  or  other  claims  intervening,  what  is  their  extent,  and  what 
amount  would  be  required  to  purchase  them  ? 

2nd.  Is  there  to  be  found  in  the  vicinity  of  a  large  block  of  available  land  in  the  southern 
district  of  Natal  a  river  navigable  for  small  craft,  communicating  with  the  sea,  and  possessing 
a  harbour. 

If  there  is  a  harbour,  what  are  its  capacities?  If  none,  what  roadstead  might  be  made 
available  in  the  vicinity  for  shippino;,  and  at  what  cost  ? 

3rd.  Is  it  possible  for  the  Natsd  Executive  Government  to  acquire  by  treaty,  to  the  south- 
ward of  the  Umzimbeulu  River,  in  Faku's  territory,  an  extent  of  one  million  or  some  hundred 
thousands  of  acres  of  well  watered  available  land,  for  the  purposes  of  colonization,  with  a 
harbour,  roadstead,  or  river,  accessible  for  small  craft,  in  the  vicinity ;  and  what  sum  would  be 
required  to  be  expended  in  making  such  an  acquisition  ? 

4th.  What  is  the  class  and  progress  of  neighbouring  emigrants. 

N.B.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  intimate  that  the  questions  as  to  possibility  of  obtaining  land 
assume  a  good  title,  or  the  power  of  obtaining  it,  at  an  amount  to  be  named  as  nearly  as  can 
be  ascertained. 

Also,  where  rivers  are  spoken  of  as  navigable,  it  should  be  specified  whether  at  all  times  of 
the  year ;  and  where  they  are  spoken  of  as  serviceable  for  irrigation,  in  like  manner  whethe 
they  are  so  throughout  the  year. 

(B.) 

As  to  exact  locality  best  adapted  for  a  settlement  requiring  some  hundred  thousands  to  a 
million  of  acres  in  colony  of  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  but  especial  attention  being  first  paid  to  the 
southern  district  of  Natal ;  the  emigrants  likely  to  go  out  being  unskilled  agricultural  labourers, 
and  the  proportion  of  capitalists  to  the  others  being  probably  very  small* 

Information  as  to  the  prevalence  of  droughts  and  means  of  irrigation ;  rivers,  whether  avail- 
ble  for  navigation  and  accessible  to  the  sea ;  harbours,  or  roadsteads  capable  of  being  made 
available  as  harbours,  and  at  what  probable  outlay  ? 

As  to  salubrity  of  climate;  particular  diseases  (such  as  ophthalmia,  &c.),  whether  for  man 
or  beast? 

Evils  incidental  from  insects  (such  as  ticks,  &c.) ;  as  to  general  salubrity,  and  average 
temperature  ? 

Facilities  of  road-making  and  building,  and  cost  ?     Value  of  labour  ? 

Character,  habits,  and  numbers  of  native  population,  and  of  settlers  or  occupiers  of  the  land  ? 

Facilities  of  communication  with  existing  settlements?  As  to  produce,  what  crops  succeed 
best? 

What  average  produce  per  acre  ? 

Whether  failure  of  crops  happen?     How  frequently  ? 

Minerals:  probable  facility  of  working  them? 

Character  and  progress  of  neighbouring  emigrants  ? 

Whether  the  ground  generally  be  hilly  or  flat;  and  what  are  the  crops  available  for  the  high 
and  low  lands  ? 

As  to  brushwood,  what  proportion  of  the  land  covered  with  it,  and  expense  of  clearing  ? 

How  soon  a  return  can  be  expected  from  cultivation  in  the  way  of  providing  food  ? 

Expense  and  facilities  of  providing  food  for  the  emigrants  until  they  can  raise  it  ? 

Class  and  progress  of  neighbourins;  missionaries? 

Best  time  for  emigrants  to  go  out  f 


End.  2  in  No.  6.  Enclosure  2  in  No.  6. 

My  Lord,  Downing-street,  Nov.  15,  1848, 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  18th  September 
last,  on  behalf  of  yourself  and  Mr,  Monsell,  M.P.,  enclosing  certain  queries  relative  to  the 
possibility  of  acquiring  an  extensive  tract  of  land,  suitable  for  the  formation  of  a  new  settlement, 
contiguous  to  some  portion  of  Her  Majesty's  possessions  in  Southern  Africa,  and  more  espe- 
cially to  the  district  of  Natal. 

I  regret  that  the  records  in  this  oflSce  do  not  supply  the  means  of  answering  these  inquiries; 
and  I  have, accordingly,  in  compliance  with  your  Lordship's  request,  forward^  copies  of  them 
to  the  Governor  of  the  Cape,  with  instructions  to  furnish  me  with  a  report  upon  them,  which 
will  be  communicated  to  you  so  soon  as  it  shall  have  been  received  at  this  Office. 

But,  at  the  same  time,  I  think  it  right  to  suggest  to  your  Lordship,  that  the  projectors  of  the 
proposed  settlement  ought  not  to  rely  for  the  information  which  must  guide  their  determination 
exclusively  upon  the  report  which  they  may  thus  obtain.  You  ate  already  aware  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  think  it  necessary  to  decline  undertaking  any  responsibility  as  to  the 
success  or  failure  of  the  proposed  settlement.  'J'he  report  therefore  which  will  be  called  for 
from  the  Governor  will  be  one  confined  strictly  to  matters  of  fact,  and  not  pronouncing  any 
opinion  on  questions  on  which  a  doubt  can  exist. 
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But  I  need  hardly  observe,  that  before  any  particular  site  for  a  settlement  can  be  adopted 
with  confidence,  the  comparative  advantages  of  different  localities  will  have  to  be  carefully 
examined  on  the  spot,  and  that  much  must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  person  by  whom  that 
examination  is  made.  Hence  I  am  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  all  parties, 
if  the  projectors  of  this  scheme  were  to  send  out  from  this  country  some  competent  surveyor  or 
agent,  on  whose  judgment  they  could  rely,  to  ascertain  in  what  particular  quarter  the  settle- 
ment in  question  could  be  located,  so  as  to  afford  reasonable  expectation  of  ultimate  success* 

This  plan  has  been  adopted  by  the  Canterbury  Association,  with  reference  to  their  projected 
settlement  in  New  Zealand,  as  your  Lordship  will  find  at  page  162'^  of  the  last  Parliamentary 
Papers  relative  to  that  colony. 

If  your  Lordship  should  concur  in  my  suggestion,  I  should  be  prepared  to  request  Sir  H. 
Smith  to  give  to  the  gentleman  who  may  be  deputed  to  examine  the  British  territory  in  South 
Africa,  with  a  view  to  the  selection  of  a  site  for  the  proposed  settlement,  every  facility  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  inquiries, 

I  am,  &c , 
The  Earl  of  Arundel  and  Surrey.  (Signed)  Grey* 


NATAL. 


(No.  224.) 


No.  7. 


•  Papers  presented 
bv  Command,  Aug. 
1848. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart., 

G.C.B. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  November  17,  1848. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Despatches  of  29th  July  last, 
Nos.  131  and  132,*  forwarding  transcripts  of  two  Ordinances  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  a  view  to  obviate  certain  defects 
in  two  Government  proclamations,  issued  with  respect  to  the  recently  acquired 
territory  in  Southern  Africa,  the  numbers  and  titles  of  which  are  specified  in 
the  enclosed  schedule. 

As  I  have  already  by  my  Despatch  of  6th  June  and  5th  August  last,  called 
for  information  as  to  the  legality  of  the  proclamations  in  question,  I  must 
postpone  submitting  these  Ordinances  for  Her  Majesty's  pleasure,  until  I  shall 
be  in  possession  of  your  report  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  &c.» 
Lieut-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Na7. 


Page  18. 


Nos.  3  and  4. 


Enclosure  in  No.  7. 


End.  in  No.  7^ 


No. 


3/48 
4/48 


SUBJECT. 


To  amend  the  Ordinance,  No.  49.t 

For  rendering  legal  certain  marriages  supposed  to  be  invalid. 


(No.  228.)  No.  8. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart., 

G.C.B. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  December  4,  1848. 

•'  1  HAVE  received  your  Despatches  of  the  30th  August  last,  Nos.  152  ♦ 

and  153,*  reporting  the  circumstances  under  which  you  had  sent  a  reinforce- 
ment of  the  73rd  Regiment,  to  Natal,  and  had  provisionally  authorized  an 
augmentation  in  the  native  police  force  by  100  men,  which  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  that  district  had,  with  the  advice  of  his  Council,  made  in  con- 
sequence of  the  threatening  position  recently  assumed  by  chief  Panda. 

tinder  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  in  reliance  on  the  judgment  of  the 
local  authorities,  I  have  to  convey  to  you  my  sanction  for  this  increase  in  the 
police  staflF  of  Natal,  but  I  have  to  add  that  the  whole  of  the  additional 
expense,  which  is  involved  in  this  arrangement,  must  be  provided  for  from 

t  *'  Ordinance  for  admission  into  the  Colony,  under  certain  restrictions,  of  Persons  belonging  to  Tribes 
beyond  the  Frontier  thereof,  and  for  regulating  the  manner  of  their  employment  as  Free  Labourers  in  the 
service  of  the  Colonists." 


No.  8. 
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NATAL.         colonial  fiinds ;  and  I  approve  of  your  having  sent  a  portion  of  the  Queen's 
troops  to  assist  the  native  police  in  case  of  their  aid  being  required. 

I  am,  &c., 
Lieut-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart^  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  9.  (No.  240.)  No.  9. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart, 

G.C.B. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  December  27,  1848. 

146,  Aug.  10, 1848,  1  HAVE  to  acknowledge  your  Despatches  of  the  numbers  and  dates  noted 

1S^J2: in  the  margin,  reporting  the  suppression  of  the  revolt  of  the  Boers  north  of  the 

146^ ^g.  23, 1848,     Qrangc  River,  and  the  re-establishment  of  order  and  of  British  supremacy  over 
151,  Aug.  30, 1848,     *^^  district  iu  which  it  originated. 

page  43. '    *  2.  I  havc  to  couvcy  to  you  Her  Majesty's  approbation  of  the  decisive  and 

155,  Sept  10, 1848,     rapid  measures  by  which  you  were  enabled,  at  a  single  blow,  to  crush  a  rebd- 

2551H:: lion  which  appeared  likely  to  assume  such  formidable  dimensions,    and   to 

J^  6fiL**  *®'  *^^'  disconcert,  by  one  energetic  action,  the  scheme  which  had  evidently  been  con- 
ceived  for  seducing  the  loyal  subjects  and  dependents  of  Her  Majesty  into  an 
extensive  conspiracy  against  Her  authority.  That  sucli  a  conspiracy  could  have 
succeeded  to  any  great  extent  seems  highly  improbable,  from  the  account  which 
you  give  of  the  general  disposition  of  the  people  of  the  frontier,  both  of 
European  and  native  race.  But  the  thanks  of  the  colony  are  not  the  less  due 
to  the  vigorous  conduct  which  suppressed  the  movement  at  the  outset. 

3.  I  have  received  also,  with  great  satisfaction,  your  accounts  of  the  beharioor 
of  the  gallant  officers  and  soldiers  who  were  engaged  in  the  operations  crowned 
with  such  complete  success.  The  rapidity  of  their  movements,  and  the  order 
and  precision  with  which  they  were  executed,  together  with  the  gratifying  fact 
which  you  report  of  their  admirable  condition  in  point  of  health  throughout  the 
campaign,  speak  most  highly  at  once  for  their  own  discipline  and  powers  of 
endurance,  and  for  the  forethought  which  was  displayed  by  their  leader. 

4.  I  have  every  reason,  likewise,  as  far  as  my  information  goes,  to  be  ^tisfied 
with  the  proceedings  which  you  have  taken  subsequently  to  the  victory,  and  in 
consequence  of  it.  But,  with  respect  to  the  Proclamations  which  you  have 
issued  at  Winberg,  Bloem  Fontein,  and  Smithfield,  I  wish  to  remind  you  of  the 
instructions  conveyed  in  my  Deapetch  of  the  •ilst  Jtme*  last,  in  which  I 
informed  you,  that  the  definitive  sanction  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
your  proposed  policy  respecting  the  district  between  the  Vaal  and  Orange 
Rivers,  was  delayed  until  some  farther  report  from  you  was  received.  Of 
course,  the  ratification  (if  any  be  requisite)  of  the  measures  which  you  announce 
in  these  Proclamations  must  form  part  of  the  general  proceedings  which  lb  may 
then  be  necessary  to  take  in  order  to  give  legal  validity  to  your  meaoures. 

I  have,  &c , 
Lieut-General  Sir  H.  G-  Smith,  Bart.,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  10.  (No.  243.)  No.  10. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart. 

G.C.B. 
Sir,  Downing-street,  January  8,  1849. 

♦  Page  73.  ^  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  No.  171,*  of  the  21st  October,  reporting 

*  your  return  to  Cape  Town  after  a  tour  through  the  eastern  districts  of  the 
colony,  during  which  addresses  of  congratulation  and  of  confidence  in  your 
administration  of  the  Government  of  the  colony  were  presented  to  you  from 
various  quarters,  and  you  further  report  that  the  colony  is  at  this  momeot 
tranquil  and  flourishing,  and  that  the  expenses  of  the  expedition  against  the 
Boers  beyond  the  Orange  River  will  be  defrayed  from  the  fines  collected  from 
the  insurgents. 


*  Pages  67,  68,  Kafir  Papers,  pre:iented  by  Command,  July,  1847. 
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I  am  glad  to  learn  that  the  reception  which  you  met  with  during  your  tour         natal. 
was  so  gratifying,  and  I  have  to  express  the  great  satisfaction  with  which  I 
have  received  this  very  favourable  account  of  the  state  and  prospects  of  the 
colony. 

T    JIAVA     &C. 

Lieut-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart;,  (Signed)     '       GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  245.)  No.  11.  No.  11. 

Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart., 

GC.B. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  January  10,  1849. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  30th  of  August  last,  No.  154,  ♦  Page  64. 
forwarding  the  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Natal, 

Xrting  that  he  had  granted  the  annual  sum  of  50/.  in  aid  of  an  industrial 
ol  for  the  natives,  and  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  convey  to  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  the  necessary  sanction  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  for 
the  grant  in  question. 

I  have,  &c., 
Lieut-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith.  Bart,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  264.)  No.  12.  No.  i^. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart., 

G.C.B 

Sii^  Downing-street,  February  5^  1849. 

I  HAVE  been  led  to  consider  the  question^whether  a  wider  definition  ^f 
the  classes  eligible  for  a  free  passage  might  not  be  suitable  to  Natal  than  to 
the  various  colonies  in  Australia.  Of  course  no  free  passages  at  all  can  be 
granted  unless  the  means  should  be  supplied  either  by  deposits  made  in  this 
country,  by  private  individuals  for  the  purchase  of  public  lands,  or  else  by  any 
available  revenue  from  land  which  may  be  received  in  the  colony.  But  so  far 
as  any  disposition  may  exist  to  invest  capital  in  emigration  to  this  interesting 
settlement,  I  have  been  anxious  that  no  encouragement  should  be  wanting 
which  can,  with  propriety,  be  afforded ;  and  I,  therefore,  called  upon  the  Com- 
missioners of  Emigration  to  report  whether,  as  so  much  native  labour  exists  on 
the  spot,  some  relaxation  might  not  be  advisable  in  the  rules  with  respect  to 
Australia,  limiting  the  power  of  granting  a  free  passage  most  strictly  to  the 
labouring  classes. 

I  enclose  an  Extract  from  a  Report  by  the  Commissioners,  containing  all      Dec,  s,  i848. 
the  remarks  which  they  made  on  this  subject,  and  I  now  have  o  acquaint  you 
that  1  have  authorized  them  to  consider  the  following  classes  as  eligible  for  a 
free  passage  to  Natal : — 

Agricultural  labourers, 
Mechanics, 

Skilled  labourers,  and 

Small  farmers,  accustomed  to  some  manual  labour,  and  intending 
to  work  for  their  subsistence 

I  have,  &c., 
Lieut.-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  12.  E^^l^  ^  j^^  1,^ 

Extract  of  a  Rbport  from  the  Colonial  Land  and  Emigration  Commissionsrs,  dated 

December  8,  1848. 

*'  13.  There  can,  we  think,  be  no  doubt  that  the  colony  of  Natal  is  differently  situated 
in  respect  to  its  supply  of  labour  from  any  of  the  Australian  colonies.  There  is  in  Natal  a 
native  population  estimated  at  from  80,000  to  100,000,  who,  it  is  asserted,  could  be  readily 
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induced  to  work  for  wages.  Mr.  Cloete,  in  a  Report  dated  so  far  back  as  November,  1843, 
had  expressed  an  opinion  that  if  they  could  be  induced  to  exert  themselves '  a  more  useful, 
tractable,  inoffensive  race  could  not  be  found  anywhere  than  these  Zoolahs.'  Mr.  West,  in  a 
letter  to  Sir  P.  Maitland,  of  24th  February,  1846,  describes  them  as  '  thriving,  industrious, 
and.  in  general,  harmless/  and  Sir  P.  Maitland  himself,  in  a  Despatch  dated  30ib  March, 
18^6.  has  remarked  that  *  the  numerous  natives  settled  on  the  land,  who  are  generally  of  a 
Ibid    p  164  docile  character,  would  supply  abundance  of  labour  for  the  cultivation  of  the  soil*   We 

obser\*e,  moi-eover,  that  in  the  memorial  addressed  to  Lord  Grey  by  the  Natal  Cotton  Com- 
pany who,  being  residents,  must  be  well  acquainted  with  the  capabilities  of  the  country,  the 
employment  of  native  labour  was  one  of  the  means  relied  on  for  their  success. 

*'  14.  It  seems  clear,  therefore,  that  in  Natal  there  is  already  a  sufficiency  of  labour,  and  of 
a  cheaper  kind  than  could  be  supplied  by  the  immigration  of  Europeans,  and  that;  accordingly, 
it  would  not  be  necessary  at  present  to  encourage  the  immigration  from  Europe  of  any  large 
number  of  the  purely  labouring  class.  What  is  reqtiired  appears  to  be  rather  the  skill  and 
intelligence  to  direct  labour  than  labour  itself.  If  this  be  so,  we  think  a  sufficient  ground  is 
made  out  for  relaxing  in  Natal  so  much  of  the  rule  applicable  to  the  Australian  colonies,  as 
confines  the  assistance  of  emigration  to  those  who  go  out  strictly  as  labourers.  It  seems  to  us 
that  the  rule  might  properly  be  so  far  extended  as  to  allow  of  assistance  to  skilled  labourers, 
to  those,  for  instance,  who  could  act  as  overseers  and  directors  of  works,  in  subordination  to  the 
actual  purchasers  of  land.  But,  considering  the  low  price  at  which  land  is  now  sold  in  Natal, 
we  do  not  think  it  would  be  desirable  still  mrther  to  reduce  the  price,  by  returning  the  whole 
or  a  portion  of  it  to  purchasers  in  the  shape  of  free  passages  for  themselves.  Without  entering 
on  the  political  considerations  which  add  so  much  interest  to  the  early  and  rapid  colonization 
of  Natal,  but  which  are  of  course  beyond  our  province,  we  may  observe  that  an  additional 
reason  for  stimulating  the  emigration  to  Natal  of  people  of  a  better  education  is  to  be  found  hi 
the  great  influence  which  the  white  settlers  in  the  district  must  have  on  the  progress  of  civilia- 
tion  amoncr  natives." 


Feb.  2i. 


:  No.  13.         (No.  281.)  No.  13. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart, 

G.C.B. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  February  21, 1849. 

1.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  your  information  and  guidance, 
1.  Mr.  Byrne,  Dec.  the  accompanying  copies  of  a  correspondence  with  Mr.  Byrne,  and  of  a  Report 
2^'m^^r^ — n —  ^^^^  *^^  Emigration  Commissioners,  respecting  the  terms  on  which  it  has 
21.  i84s.^*"^'    ^^'  ^^^  agreed  that  Mr.  Byrne  may  purchase  Crown  Lands  at  Natal,  and  cany 

3.  Mr.  Hawesto^  ou  an  emigration  to  that  settlement. 

Mr.  Byrne,  Dec.  26,      2.  I  found  that  Mr.  Byme  had  travelled  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom, 

4.  Emigration  and  had  Convened  public  meetings,  at  which  he  had  delivered  lectures  on  the 
S'^^fsT"'  British  Colonies,  and  especially  on  the  advantages  of  Natal,  and  that  he  had 
'    ' — FourT accordingly  excited  a  considerable  interest  in  that  settlement,  but  he  repre- 

5.  Mr.Merivaieto  seuted  that  it  would  be  likely  materially  to  interfere  with  his  views  of  pro- 
Mr.  Byrne,  Feb.  20.  motiug  emigration  to  it,  if  he  were  obliged  to  send  through  the  intervention  of 

6.  Mr.  Byrne,        the  Emigration  Commissioners  the  persons  whom  he  might  entitle  himself,  by 
~ —  a  deposit  for  the  purchase  of  land,  to  nominate  for  a  free  passage.    He  did  not 

ask  to  send  out  emigrants  for  himself,  without  making  any  previous  deposit,  and 
afterwards  to  claim  an  amount  of  land  equivalent  to  the  supposed  cost  of  their 
passage.  This  is  a  course  to  which  I  think  that  there  would  be  several  well- 
founded  objections.  But  you  will  see  that  the  principle  on  which  the  present 
agreement  with  Mr.  Byrne  is  founded,  is  as  follows : — ^That  he  should  deposit 
beforehand,  like  every  other  person,  the  amount  which  he  wishes  to  inv^  in 
the  purchase  of  Crown  Land,  but  that  instead  of  the  Emigration  Commis- 
sioners expending  that  sum  in  sending  out  emigrants  for  him,  he  may  himself 
send  such  emigrants,  if  previously  approved  by  them,  with  the  condition  that 
upon  receiving  back  from  the  colony  certificates  that  those  emigrants  have 
been  satisfactorily  landed,  and  are  put  in  possession  by  Mr.  Byrne's  agents  o( 
certain  definite  quantities  of  land,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  be  repaid  out  of  his 
deposit  101  for  each  emigrant  thus  landed  and  established  in  the  colony. 

3.  This  is  the  outline  of  the  scheme.  For  the  details  of  it,  I  refer  you 
to  the  enclosed  correspondence,  and  especially  to  the  Commissioners'  commu- 
nications with  Mr.  Byrne,,  in  which  those  details  are  summed  up.  But  you 
will  observe  that  by  a  subsequent  letter  from  this  office,  I  thought  it  necessary 
to  add  two  explanations,  in  which  Mr.  Byme  has  readily  acquiesced,  respecting 
the  upset  price  of  any  Crown  Land  he  may  acquire  under  this  agreement,  and 
upon  the  question  of  its  renewal. 

4.  Anxious  to  seize  the  first  practical  opportunity  of  setting  on  foot  emi- 
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gration  to  Natal,  I  have  been  glad  to  enter  into  this  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Byrne,  which  appears  to  me  to  afford  every  fair  advantage  and  security  to  the 
public  interest,  and  which  may  at  the  same  time,  I  hope,  accelerate  the  settle- 
ment of  Natal  by  the  stimulus  it  will  give  to  private  enterprise. 

I  have,  &c., 
Lieut-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c,  &c.  &c. 


NATAL. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  13.  End.  1  in  No.  13. 

My  Lord,  12,  Pall  Mall  East,  December  18,  1848. 

I  HAve  the  honour  to  renew  my  application  regarding  the  ''promotion  of  emigration  to 
NataP'  in  a  different  form ;  and,  in  doing  so,  I  hog  leave  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  there 
is  a  considerable  number  of  persons  preparing  to  proceed  to  Natal  in  case  my  proposition  is 
acceded  to.  There  is,  moreover,  a  body  of  intending  emigrants  organizing  in  Hull  and  its 
vicinity,  who  would  be  willing,  if  concessions  were  made,  to  proceed  to  Natal,  whereas  otherwise 
they  will  settle  in  Iowa,  one  of  the  western  states  of  America :  in  proof  of  this  fact,  I  will 
forward,  for  your  Lordship's  inspection,  the  correspondence  with  me,  if  you  desire  it. 

I  presume,  from  the  interest  your  Lordship's  Despatches  have  evinced  regarding  Natal,  that 
it  is  quite  unnecessary  to  call  your  attention  to  the  great  necessity  there  exists  for  introducing  a 
certain  class  of  colonists  into  that  country  if  we  desire  it  should  prosper  and  not  become  a  heavy 
burthen  to  the  mother  country.  In  various  of  your  Despatches  you  have  declared  your  readi- 
ness to  promote  emigration  to  Natal  in  every  possible  way,  provided  such  would  entail  no 
expenditure  upon  the  national  funds  of  Great  Britain ;  and  I  now  beg  leave  to  submit  a  proposal 
to  you,  which  will  be  entirely  carried  out  by  private  funds,  but  under  the  inspection  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  premising  that  I  have  verbally  explained  to  Mr.  Elliot,  Assistant 
Under-Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  the  particulars  of  my  plan  more  fully  than  it  would  be 
possible  to  set  forth  on  paper. 

1st.  I  would  propose  to  deposit  the  sum  of  1000/.  or  more  in  the  Bank  of  England  to  the 
credit  of  Her  Majesty's  Emigration  Commissioners,  receiving,  in  the  first  place,  an  order  for  a 
like  credit  of  land  at  sale  by  auction  in  Natal  at  an  upset  price  of  4^.  per  acre. 

2nd.  I  would  propose  that  the  sum  of  1000/.  would  rest  as  a  deposit  in  the  hands  of  Her 
Majesty's  Emigration  Commissioners,  to  be  returned  to  the  depositors  on  the  fulfilment  of 
certain  conditions. 

3rd.  I  would  propose  to  enter  into  private  arrangements  with  parties  willing  to  proceed  to 
Natal ;  and  in  case  such  parties  were  mechanics,  skilled  labourers,  or  small  farmers  accustomed 
to  some  manual  labour,  single,  or  with  their  families,  I  would  expect  to  be  allowed  a  draw- 
back of  10/.  for  each  adult  from  the  money  deposited  with  Her  Majesty's  Emigration  Com- 
missioners, 

4th.  In  all  cases  a  list  of  persons  for  whom  a  drawback  would  be  claimed  should  be  submitted 
to  Her  Majesty's  Emigration  Commissioners  for  their  approval,  with  power  to  revise  the  list ; 
and  previous  lo  the  sailmg  of  the  vessel  with  such  approved  emigrants.  Her  Majesty's  Emigra- 
tion Agent  at  the  port  of  embarkation  would  be  expected  to  inspect  them,  and  give  certificates 
as  to  the  departure  of  the  approved  persons. 

5th.  On  the  receipt  of  certificates  from  the  proper  authorities  at  D'Urban,  Port  Natal,  bearing 
evidence  of  the  landing  of  the  approved  emigrants  in  Natal,  10/.  per*head  for  each  adult,  and 
proportionably  for  children,  would  be  repaid  the  depositor  out  of  the  funds  lodged  by  him. 

oth.  For  myself,  and  those  associated  with  me,  I  would  undertake  to  give  each  approved 
emigrant  on  landing  in  Natal  at  least  20  acres  of  land  in  fee,  with  a  right  of  choice  out  of  at 
least  double  that  quantity,  and  to  secure  such  20  acres  to  the  approved  emigrant  in  any  way 
Her  Majesty's  Government  may  think  fit  to  direct 

7th.  I  would,  in  the  first  instance,  request  the  power  to  send  out  500  approved  emigrants  on 
the  deposit  from  time  to  time  of  the  sum  of  5000/.,  in  sums  of  not  less  than  1000/.  each.  This 
sum  of  5000/.  would  at  the  upset  price  purchase  25,000  acres  of  land ;  but  in  case  the  emigra- 
tion was  conducted  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  Lordship,  I  would  expect  an  extension  of  the 
right  to  1000  emigrants. 

The  concession  of  the  terms  mentioned  above  would  not  be  more  than  has  been  granted  to 
the  Natal  Cotton  Company,  the  members  of  which  are  resident  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  nothing  more  than  what  your  Lordship  declared  your  readiness  to  concede  to  others  ready 
to  promote  the  settlement  of  Natal.  In  proof  of  this  I  would  call  your  attention  to  an  extract 
of  a  despatch  from  Lieutenant-Governor  West,  addressed  to  Sir  H.  Pottinger,  recommending 
a  drawback  such  as  1  ask.  The  Despatch  is  dated  Pieter  Maritzberg,  August  19th,  1847, 
and  says : — *'  I  am  also  of  opinion  that,  in  the  present-  state  of  this  district  and  its  population, 
every  proper  encouragement  should  be  given  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  undertakings 
calculated  to  call  forth  tlie  resources  of  the  soil  and  the  industry  of  the  inhabitants,  and  especially 
to  increase  the  number  of  civilized  inhabitants.  I  conceive,  however,  the  most  expedient  course 
of  encouraging  the  importation  of  emigrants,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  districts,  would  be  by 
allowing  a  drawback  upon  the  public  sales  of  Crown  lands  at  the  rate  proposed  of  10/.  for  each 
approved  emigrant." 

That  recommendation  of  Lieutenant-Governor  West  was  approved  of  by  Sir  H.  Pottinger, 
and  25,000  at  once  crowded  to  the  Natal  Cotton  Company  without  waiting  for  a  decision  from 
he  superior  authorities  at  home. 
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NATAL.  On  the  receipt  of  the  documents  connected  with  the  Natal  Cotton  Company,  your  Lordship 

not  only  approved  of  the  act  of  Sir  H.  Pottinger,  but  gave  power  to  the  Company  to  acquire 
25,000  acres  more  on  the  same  terms. 

In  a  Despatch  of  your  Lordship's,  dated  January  20th,  1848,  I  find  the  ibllowing : — 
'*  I  approve  of  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  naving  sanctioned  the  purchase  by  the  Company  of  25,000 
acres  of  land  upon  the  understanding  that  they  are  to  receive  back  10/.  for  e\ery  approved 
immigrant  who  may  be  introduced  by  them  into  the  colony,  and  that  sach  immigrants  snail  be 
British  subjects." 

My  Lord,  I  might  go  furtlier :  I  might  quote  from  private  letters  addressed  to  parties  from 
the  Colonial  Office,  oSering  the  very  drawback,  but  I  do  not  conceive  it  necessary.  I  feci 
assured  all  your  Lordship  requires  is  to  know  that  the  measure  would  be  politic  and  likely 
to  promote  the  immediate  settlement  of  this  fine  colony. 

In  a  communication  I  received  from  ihe  Colonial  Office,  signed  by  Mr.  Hawes,  and  dated 
November  the  24th,  reference  is  made  to  the  Natal  Cotton  Company,  and  which  says  : — 
*'  The  instructions  to  the  Governors  in  this  case  was,  that,  upon  having  purchased  a  certain 
large  tract  of  land,  they  should  receive  back  lOZ.  for  every  immigrant  whom  they  intro- 
duced." 

My  Lord,  this  is  the  substance  of  what  I  ask  ;  and  the  only  real  point  at  variance  is,  whether 
immigrants  should  go  through  Her  Majesty's  Emigration  Commissioners  or  be  introduced 
by  private  parties. 

I  would  nave  no  objection  personally  to  send  the  emigrants  through  Her  Majesty's  Com- 
missioners, but  I  am  well  aware  the  parties  themselves  would  not  consent  to  go  out  through 
Government.  The  class  of  persons  proceeding  to  Natal  would  not  be  mere  labourers,  such  as 
are  sent  to  Australia  :  they  would  be  of  a  superior  grade ;  and  if  your  Lordship  insists  upon 
their  goine  through  the  Emigration  Commissioners,  and  in  their  vessels,.  I  can  only  say,  a 
considerable  emigration  will  be  diverted  from  Natal  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  cannot  but  conceive  that  your  Lordship  will  grant  me  the  concessions  I  ask,  when  you 
consider  the  peculiar  position  oi  Natal,  the  policy  of  promoting  emigration  thither,  and  the 
vast  tracts  of  land  in  the  hands  of  private  individuals;  more  especially  since,  under 
Sir  H.  Smith's  ^proclamation,  some  hundreds  of  Boers  have  returned,  and  are  returning^  to 
resume  possession  of  their  6000  acre  farms  without  any  payment  except  survey  expenses  and 
transfer  duty. 

If  your  Lordship  desire  further  information  from  me  in  respect  to  details,  I  would  be  happy 
to  wait  upon  you  at  such  time  as  you  may  appoint ;  but,  I  believe,  I  have  verbally  put 
Mr.  Elliot  in  possession  of  all  particulars. 

I   now  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  small  pamphlet  on  Natal,  which  I  published  three 
months  ago.     It  is  the  result  of  my  personal  knowledge  of  Natal,  acquired  when  I  visited  the^ 
colony  in  1843-44,  with  condensed  official  information  to  bear  out  my  statements. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  six  months,  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  I  have  delivered  upwards 
of  50  lectures  on  "  National  Emigration,**  at  a  very  great  expense  to  myself,  as  they  have  been, 
in  all  cases,  free  to  the  public ;  and  I  have  become  perfectly  satisfied  that  it  is  quite  possible  for 
me  to  divert  a  portion  of  that  emigration  of*  men  of  small  capital,  now  flowing  to  the  United 
States,  to  our  own  fertile  colony  of  Natal ;  and,  in  aid  of  my  object,  I  now  once  more  respect- 
fully urge  on  your  Lordship  the  policy  of  conceding  what  I  have  requested  in  this  letter. 

I  have,  &C., 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)        J.  C.  Byrne. 

&c.  &c. 


End.  2  in  No.  13.  Enclosure  2  in  No.  13. 

Sir,  12,  Pall  Mall  East,  December  21,  1848 

In  consequence  of  the  interview  I  had  the  pleasure  of  having  with  you  this  morning, 
with  reference  to  my  proposal  for  the  colonization  of  Natal,  I  now  beff  leave  to  state  that  1 
will  guarantee  the  maximum  cost  of  steerage  passage  to  Port  Natal,  witn  the  20  acres  of  land, 
shall  not  exceed  lOZ.  sterling,  and  that  if  any  persons  of  the  eli^ble  classes  go  as  intermediate 

!)as8enger8,  there  shall  be  some  evidence  that  they  have  voluntarily  paid  the  difference  of  charge 
or  that  class  of  accommodation. 

And  as  a  security  for  the  fulfilment  of  thess  conditions,  I  consent  that  I  shall  have  no  clahn 
to  receive  back  the  sum  of  10/.  for  each  passenger  until  a  certificate  has  arrived  from  the 
colony,  both  that  the  people  have  been  duly  landed  and  that  they  are  put  in  possession  of  their 
20  acres  of  land. 

I  have,  &c.,  4 

T.  P.  Elliot,  Esq.,  (Signed)  J.  C.  Bvrnr. 

&c.         &c. 


End.  3  in  No.  13.  Enclosure  3  in  No.  18. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  December  26,  1848. 

I  AM  directed  by  Earl  Grey  to  acknowlege  the  receipt  <rf  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant, 
together  with  the  explanatory  note  which  you  subsequently  addressed  to  Mr.  Elliot,  dated  the 
21st  instant,  proposing  a  certain  arrangement  for  the  purchase  of  land  at  Natal  and  the  con- 
veyance of  emigrants  to  that  place,  and  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  Lord  Grey  has  much  sa^* 
faction  in  stating  that  he  is  enabled  to  approve  of  the  general  primsiples  involved  ia  the  pro- 
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posed  arrangement,  and  that  he  has  authorized  the  Emigration  Commissioners  to  settle  with  you  NATAL., 

more  particularly  the  condition?  upon  which  they  may  accept  a  deposit  of  money  from  you  on 
the  proposed  basis,  I  am  to  request  therefore,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  measure 
into  practical  effect,  you  will  communicate  with  the  Commissioners. 

I  am,  &c., 
J.  C.  Byrne,  Esq.,  (Signed)  B.  Hawes. 

12,  Pall  Mall  East. 


Enclosure  4  in  No.  13.  End.  4  in  No.  13. 

Colonial  Land  and  Emigration  OfSce, 
Sir,  February  12,  1849. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  26th  December  last,  enclosing  a  correspondence 
respecting  emigration  to  Natal,  which  had  passed  between  the  Colonial  Department  and 
Mr.  J.  C.  Byrne,  and  desiring  us  to  arrange  with  him  the  details  for  carrying  out  the 
principles  sanctioned  by  Earl  Grey  in  this  correspondence,  we  have  the  honour  to  transmit,  for 
his  Lordship's  information,  copies  of  the  letters  which  have  passed  between  Mr.  Byrne  and 
this  office.  We  beg  to  add  that  Mr.  Byrne  has  already  submitted  for  our  approval  the 
names  of  some  emigrants  whom  we  have  passed,  and  that  we  understand  that  his  first 
vessel  will  sail  in  the  course  of  next  month. 

lan  Merivale,  Esq., 
&c.  &c.  >    ~       '  p  Alexandkr  Wood. 


We  have,  &c., 
Herman  Merivale,  Esq.,  (Signed)  Thomas  C.  Murdoch. 


Colonial  Land  and  Emigration  Office, 
Sib,  January  6, 1849. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Colonial  Land  and  Emigration  Commissioners  to  inform  you,  that 
they  have  received  from  the  Colonial  Office  copies  of  the  letters  addressed  by  you  to  Earl 
Grey,  on  the  18th  and  2l8t  ultimo,  and  of  Mr.  Hawes*s  answer  of  tlie  26th  ultimo,  with 
instructions  to  take  the  necessary  step  for  giving  practical  effect  to  the  arrangements  agreed 
upon  in  that  correspondence. 

The  proposal  made  by  you  to  Lord  Grey,  and  accepted  by  his  Lordship,  appears  to  be  as 
follows : — 

That  there  should  from  time  to  time  be  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  Commissioners  at  the 
Bank  of  England  5000/.,  in  sums  of  not  less  than  1000/.  each.  That  for  each  sum  so  depo- 
sited an  equivalent  certificate  shall  be  issued  by  this  Board,  available  for  the  purchase  of 
Government  land  in  Natal.  Such  land  to  be  put  up  to  auction  at  an  upset  price  of  4^.  an 
acre.  That  you  should  undertake  the  conveyance  to  Natal  of  emigrants,  consisting  of 
mechanics,  skilled  labourers,  or  small  farmers  and  their  families,  to  whom  you  would  engage 
to  furnish  a  steerage-passage,  with  20  acres  of  land,  for  the  sum  of  10/.  per  statute  adult. 
That  lists  of  such  emigrants  should  be  submitted  to  this  Board  for  revision,  and  that  the 
emigrants  themselves  should  be  inspected  by  an  officer  of  this  Board  previous  to  sailing. 
That  for  each  approved  emigrant  (two  children  between  one  and  fourteen  years  being 
counted  as  one),  who  should  land  in  the  colony,  there  should  be  returned  out  of  the  amount 
deposited  to  tne  credit  of  this  Board  the  sum  of  10/.,  on  receipt  from  the  colony  of  a 
certificate  of  the  landing  of  the  emigrant,  and  of  his  having  been  put  in  possession  by 
your  agents  of  the  promised  20  acres  of  land. 

The  Commissioners  will  lend  you  their  best  assistance  to  carry  out  the  arrangement  which 
has  been  sanctioned.  You  are,  of  course,  aware  that  every  vessel  carrying  passengers  in  a 
larger  proportion  than  1  to  25  tons,  is  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Passenger  Acts  5  and  6 
Vic,  cap.  107,  and  10  and  11  Vic,  cap.  103,  and  it  will,  therefore,  be  necessary  whenever  a 
vessel  may  be  engaged  for  the  conveyance  of  emigrants  to  Natal,  that  the  circumstance  should 
be  reported  to  this  Board,  in  order  that  the  Emigration  Officer  at  the  port  from  which  the 
vessel  is  to  sail  may  be  directed  to  make  the  survey  prescribed  by  law.  In  the  event  of  a 
vessel  being  dispatched  from  a  port  at  which  no  Emigration  Officer  is  stationed,  the  expense  of 
sending  an  officer  to  make  such  a  survey  would  devolve  on  the  party  engaging  her,  but  as 
there  are  Emigration  Officers  at  all  the  principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  the  Commis- 
sioners hardly  anticipate  such  an  occurrence. 

In  the  selection  of  emigrants  a  greater  latitude  is  allowed  in  respect  to  occupation  and  calling 
than  is  allowed  in  the  AustraUan  emigration.  The  Commissioners  will  not  fail  to  keep  this 
point  in  view  in  revising  the  lists  submitted  to  them,  but  it  will,  of  course,  be  necessary  that  all 
the  emigrants,  whatever  their  calling,  should  be  of  an  age  and  state  of  health  to  enable  them 
to  render  efficient  service  in  the  colony,  and  that  they  should  be  persons  of  good  character. 

In  the  certificate  of  the  landing  of  the  emigrant  it  will  be  necessary  that  there  should  also 
be  included  a  certificate  of  his  having  been  properly  treated  on  the  voyage.  That  cer- 
tificate to  be  signed  by  such  person  as  may  oe  designated  for  the  purpose  by  the  local 
Government. 

In  respect  to  the  allotment  of  land,  you  undertake  to  give  to  each  approved  emigrant  on 
landing  20  acres.  Some  questions  might  arise  as  to  the  amount  of  land  to  be  assigned  to 
those  beneath  the  age  of  statute  adult,  or  to  their  parents  on  their  behalf.  It  would  be  desirable 
that  this  point  should  be  cleared  up,  and  the  Commissioners  would,  therefore,  request  to  know 
the  interpretation  which  you  yourself  place  on  this  part  of  your  proposal. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  perceive  that  there  are  any  other  points  in  the  scheme  on  which 
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NATAL.  it  is  necessary  for  them  at  present  to  touch ;  but  if  any  othe^points  should  occur  tooyuas 

*"*^  requiring  consideration  they  will  be  happy  to  give  due  attention  to  any  communication  which 

you  may  address  to  them. 

I  have,  &c., 
J.  C.  Byrne,  Esq.,  (Signed)  Stephen  Walcott,  Secretary. 

&c         &c. 


Natal  Emigration  and  Colonization  Office, 
12,  Pall  Mall  East,  London. 
Gentlemen,  January  17,  1849. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favour  dated  January  6th,  and, 
in  reply,  I  have  to  thank  you  for  the  distinctness  of  your  communication  in  setting  forth  the 
chief  features  of  the  arrangement  with  me  for  the  promotion  of  emigration  to  Natal.  I  have 
now  only  to  call  your  attention  to  some  minor  details,  in  order  that  no  possible  misunder- 
standing may  ultimately  occur. 

1st.  The  allowance  of  land  to  be  given  to  children,  which  I  set  down  at  five  acres  each,  5/. 
being  charged  for  their  passage. 

2nd.  The  payment  of  survey  dues  according  to  the  Government  scale  in  force  in  the  colony 
and  which  is  required  by  the  Crown  from  all  purchasers,  together  with  4  per  cent,  transfer 
duty. 

3rd.  As  to  the  eligibility  of  intermediate  passengers  to  be  passed  for  drawback  and  allowance 
of  land,  if  they  prefer  proceeding  in  the  intermediate,  paying  the  difference  of  passage-money 
between  that  and  the  steerage. 

4th.  That  the  concession  of  a  right  to  deposit  5000/.  and  send  out  500  adults,  two  children 
as  one  adult,  is  not  regarded  as  final,  but  to  be  renewed  if  the  emigration  is  conducted  in  all 
respects  to  the  satisfaction  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

5th.  The  concession  as  a  favour  of  the  right  to  transfer  the  payment  of  the  return  bounty  to 
a  party  to  be  named  by  me,  as  it  is  my  intention  as  soon  as  300  or  400  emigrants  have  pro- 
ceeded to  the  colony  to  go  thither  for  a  time  myself,  for  the  purpose  of  making  permanent 
extensive  arrangements  for  the  reception  and  accommodation  of  future  emigrants. 

I  think,  gentlemen,  that  these  five  points  embrace  everything  to  which  I  have  further  to  call 
your  attention. 

We  have  concluded  arrangements  with  a  surveyor  of  considerable  experience,  who  will 
proceed  to  the  colony  in  our  employ,  on  the  receipt  of  a  letter  which  I  have  requested  from 
Earl  Grey,  setting  forth  particulars  of  arrangement  for  the  information  of  Lieuteuant-Grovernor 
West^  and  directing  his  Honour  to  cause  outline  surveys  of  the  land  on  which  we  intend  to 
locate  the  first  emigrants  to  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible^  so  as  to  enable  our  surveyor  at 
once  to  subdivide  and  prepare  it  for  emigrants. 

In  a  few  days  after  the  receipt  of  your  answer  to  this,  I  will  lodge  the  first  thousand  pounds, 
having  submitted  for  your  approval  a  body  of  intending  emigrants  not  exceeding  100  in  number, 
and  I  fully  believe  the  first  vessel  will  sail  before  the  end  of  February. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  circular  with  particulars,  many  thousands  of  which  I  have  had  printed 
for  distribution^  together  with  a  copy  of  the  form  of  application  as  approved  by  you. 

Thanking  you  for  the  attention  yielded  in  this  matter, 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  C.  Byrne. 

Her  Majesty's  Colonial  Land  and  Emigration  Commissioners, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

Colonial  Land  and  Emigration  Office, 
Park-street,  Westminster. 
Sir,  January  22,  1849. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Colonial  Land  and  Emigration  Commissioners  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  calling  attention  to  some  minor  details  connected  with 
your  arrangements  for  carrying  out  emigration  to  Natal,  which  were  not  alluded  to  in 
Mr.  Walcott's  letter  of  the  6th  instant. 

1st.  You  propose  that  the  allowance  of  land  to  children  should  be  at  the  rate  of  five  acres 
each.    The  Commissioners  desire  me  to  state  that  this  appears  to  them  a  fair  allowance. 

2nd.  You  call  attention  to  the  payment  of  survey  dues  and  transfer  duty.  These  charges, 
according  to  the  rule  generally  in  force  in  the  colony,  are  payable  by  the  purchaser  or  grantee  of 
land,  and  in  your  case,  and  that  of  your  grantees,  will,  of  course,  follow  the  usual  rule.  The 
Commissioners,  therefore,  do  not  perceive  that  any  special  stipulation  will  be  necessary  on  this 
point. 

3rd.  In  respect  to  persons  who  might  prefer  paying  the  difference  between  an  intermediate 
and  a  steerage  passage  the  Commissioners  would  be  prepared  to  allow  the  stipulated  drawback 
of  6Z.  on  their  account  in  accordance  with  the  proposition  in  your  letter  to  Mr.  Elliot  of  the 
21st  ultimo,  which  has  received  Lord  Grey's  sanction. 

4th.  The  Commissioners  understand  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  limit  the  sums  to  be  received  from  you  to  5000/.,  but  that  if  the  emigration  for  which 
that  amount  will  provide  should  be  conducted  to  their  satisfaction,  they  will  be  prepared  to 
receive  additional  deposits  from  you  on  the  same  terms. 

5th.  There  would  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  be  any  objection  to  the  repay- 
ment to  another  party  to  be  indicated  by  you,  of  such  portions  of  the  return  bounty  as  migtit 
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from  time  to  time  become  due,  provided  the  party  so  indicated  should  be  furnished  with  the  NATAL, 

necessary  legal  powers  to  recaive  the  money  and  give  an  acquittance  for  it. 

I  have,  See, 
J.  C.  Byrne^  Esq.,  (Signed)  John  Walpolb,  Pro  Secretary. 

&c.        &c. 


Natal  Emigration  and  Colonization  Office* 
12,  Pall  Mall  East,  London, 
Gentlemen,  February  6,  1849. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  22nd  ultimo,  and 
have  to  apologize  for  not  replying  to  it  earlier. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with,  and  accede  to,  the 
conditions  as  set  forth  in  that  communication  relative  to  emigration  to  the  colony  of  Natal. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  J.  C.  Byrne. 

Her  Majesty's  Colonial  Land  and 
Emigration  Commissioners.  , 


Enclosure  5  in  No.  13.  End.  4  in  No.  1 

Sir,  Downing-street,  February  20,  1849. 

I  AM  directed  by  Earl  Grey  to  acquaint  you  that  his  Lordship  has  received  from  the 
Emigration  Commissioners  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  between  them  and  you, 
respecting  the  terms  on  which  you  shall  be  enabled  to  purchase  land  at  Natal,  and  send 
emigrants  to  that  settlement ;  and  that  his  Lordship  entirely  approves  of  those  terms,  subject 
to  two  explanations,  in  which  he  feels  no  doubt  that  you  will  concur. 

Although,  for  the  sake  of  illustration,  it  is  stated  in  the  correspondence  tliat  you  will  deposit 
your  money  for  the  purchase  of  land  which  is  to  be  put  up  to  sale  at  4s.  per  acre,  it  must  be 
distinctly  understood  that  the  Government  does  not  bind  itself  not  to  alter  the  upset  price  of 
land  in  Natal,  and  that  you,  in  common  with  all  other  persons,  must  make  your  purchase  of 
land,  whether  by  virtue  of  deposits  previously  made  in  England,  or  by  cash,  under  such  general 
rules  as  may,  for  the  time  being,  exist  on  the  subject  in  the  colony. 

With  regard  to  a  renewal  of  similar  agreements  with  you  hereafter,  there  can  be  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  if  the  plan  work  as  satisfactorily  as  Lord  Grey  hopes  may  be  the  case,  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  time  being  will  be  very  willing  to  renew  its  operation ;  but  Lord  Grey  cannot 
undertake  to  bind  himself  and  his  successors  by  any  specific  agreement  about  renewal. 

I  am,  &c., 
J.  C.  Byrne,  Esq.,  12,  Pall  Mall  East.  (Signed)  H.  Merivalr. 


Enclosure  6  in  No.  13.  End.  6  in  No.  13. 

My  Lord,  12,  Pall  Mall  East,  February  21,  1849. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Merivale's  communication  of  the 
20th  instant,  addressed  to  me  by  command  of  your  Lordship. 

In  reply,  I  be^  to  state  that  1  sincerely  thank  your  Lordship  for  your  approval  of  the  general 
agreement  concluded  by  Her  Majesty's  Emigration  Commissioners  with  me,  under  your 
Lordship's  sanction,  for  the  promotion  of  emigration  to  Natal ;  and  that  I  perfectly  under- 
stand the  reservations  to  which  Mr.  Merivale's  letter  refers,  and  approve  of  the  same,  consi* 
dering  the  arrangement  now  definitely  closed. 

I  need  scarcely  assure  your  Lordship,  that  it  will  be  my  endeavour  to  carry  out  the  plan  to 
the  satisfaction  of  your  Lordship,  the  Government,  and  the  country ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
ere  the  close  of  another  year,  your  Lordship  will  witness  a  considerable  stream  of  respectable 
emigrants  of  moderate  means  flowing  towards  the  fine,  but  long-unappreciated  colony  of 
Natal. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  J.  C.  Byrne. 

&c.        &c.         &c. 

(No.  282.)  No.  14.  No.  i4. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart., 

G.C.B. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  February  21,  1849. 

1.  With  reference  to  my  other  Despatch,  No.  281,*  of  this  day's  date,  *  ^*^®  ^^* 
apprising  you  of  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Byrne,  respecting  emigration  to  Natal, 
I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  two  other  letters  from  that  gentleman.  Jan.  17.  i849. 

2.  In  the  first  of  these  letters  Mr.  Byrne  observes,,  that  it  may  take  some  Feb.  10, 1849. 
time  before  he  can  duly  purchase  Crown  lands  for  himself,  but  that  he  is  about 
almost  immediately  to  begin  sending  out  emigrants ;  and  that  having  acq^uired 
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^*^^^  an  estate  from  a  Mr.  Collinson,  who,  he  states,  has  duly  purchased  it  from  the 
Crown,  it  would  be  very  desirable  that  the  survey  of  the  outer  boundaries 
should  be  expedited,  in  order  to  promote  the  early  location  of  the  emigrants. 
It  is  obviously  much  to  be  wished  that  no  disappointment  should  be  expe- 
rienced by  the  early  emigration  to  Natal ;  and  if,  therefore,  Mr.  Collinson's 
estates  were  duly  purchased  from  the  Crown,  I  should  be  very  glad  that  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  should  comply  with  the  request  in  Mr.  Byme*s  letter  of 
the  17th  January,  unless  it  would  seriously  interfere  with  the  other  demands  of 
the  public  service. 

3.  In  his  other  letter,  Mr.  Byrne  requests  the  use  of  any  public  buildings  at 
D'Urban  and  Pieter  Maritzberg  which  may  not  be  fully  occupied  for  the  service 
of  Her  Majesty,  for  the  temporary  ac^onmiodation  of  the  emigrants  and  their 
baggage.  I  am  not  aware  that  such  buildings  exist,  but  feeling  the  desirable- 
ness of  giving  every  encouragement  to  the  early  efforts  to  create  an  emigration 
to  Natal,  and  bearing  in  mind  that  in  some  other  colonies  it  has  been  found 
desirable  to  have  an  emigrant  barrack,  I  think  that  the  Lieutenant-Grovemor 
will  do  well,  if  there  be  any  available  buildings,  to  allot  them  to  the  temporary 
reception  of  Mr.  Byrne's  emigrants. 

4.  In  this,  as  in  other  respects,  the  principle  by  which  I  think  the  local 
government  should  be  guided,  is  to  afford  every  reasonable  aid  towards  the 
success  of  the  first  endeavours  to  foster  emigration  to  Natal. 

5.  In  order  to  save  time,  I  have  sent  copies  of  this  DespiU;ch  and  of  my  pre- 
vious one,  dated  this  day,  direct  to  Lieutenant-Governor  West 

I  have.  &c 
Lieut-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart.,  (Signed)         *'  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &C. 


End.  1  in  No.  14.  Enclosure  i  in  No.  14. 

Natal  Elmigration  and  Colonixatiou  Office, 
Mt  Lord,  12,  Pall  Mall  East,  London,  Jan.  17,  1849. 

I  BEG  leave  to  inform  you,  that,  based  on  the  terms  granted  by  your  liberality  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  emigration  to  Natal,  I  have  concluded  such  arrangements  as  will  enafak 
me  to  dispatch  a  vessel  to  Natal  with  emigrants  before  the  close  of  the  month  of  February. 
The  applications  already  received  are  numerous ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  eoQcesskms 
made  by  your  Lordship  will  have  the  effect  of  inducing  some  thousands  to  proceed  to  Natal, 
who  would  otherwise  have  gone  to  the  United  States. 

My  entire  exertions  will  be  devoted  to  bringing  before  the  public,  by  lectures,  circulars,  and 
pamphlets,  the  natural  advantages  of  Natal;  and  I  have  no  question  but  the  dormant  resouitn 
of  this  valuable  colony  will  soon  be  developed  in  an  extraordinary  degree. 

The  parties  m  connexion  with  me,  and  myself,  have  engaged  the  services  of  a  competeet 
surveyor  of  considerable  experience,  whom  we  will  send  at  once  to  the  colony,  for  the  pmpoae  of 
sub-dividing  lands  for  the  reception  of  emigrants. 

Calculating  on  considerable  delay  in  the  purchase  at  auction  of  waste  Cioirn  lands,  we  have 
concluded  arrangements  with  Mr.  F.  Collinson,  for  the  acquisition  of  aoBie  of  his  property  in 
the  colony  to  settle  the  first  emigrants  upon.  The  transfer  dues  on  those  lands  were,  accord- 
ing to  the  copy  of  a  receipt  which  I  hold,  signed  by  Mr.  Moodie,  Colonial  Secretary  of  Natal, 
paid  on  the  30th  of  October,  1847,  into  the  Natal  treasury;  but  the  lands  not  being  then 
required,  the  surveys  have  not  been  completed  or  the  titlcB  issued. 

I  now  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  from  your  Lordship  a  letter  to  the  Lieutenant- Grovoroor 
of  Natal,  calling  his  attention  to  the  particulars  of  the  concessions  granted,  end  directing  the 
outline  survey  of  Mr.  CoUiuson's  land,  in  order  that  we  may  be  in  a  position  at  once  to  pot 
the  emigrants  in  possession,  perfectly  understanding  that  all  subdivision  of  lands  will  be  per- 
formed by  our  own  surveyor,  who  will  sail  immediately  for  the  colony,  on  receipt  of  the  letter 
I  ask  from  your  Lordship. 

The  land  we  will  require  to  be  surveyed  in  the  first  instance  will  all  be  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  capital,  Keter  Maritzberg;  that  is,  within  20  miles  of  the  town;  so  that,  in  at 
once  surveying,  no  difficulty  will  exist,  but  the  success  of  the  first  body  of  emigrants  will  be  Tery 
materially  aided. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  your  Lordship  a  circular  and  a  form  of  application  I  have 
had  printed,  having  previously  submitted  them  to  the  Land  Board  represent^  by  Mr.  Mur- 
doch. I  have  had  many  thousands  of  the  circular  printed  for  the  most  extensive  circulataoe, 
and  they  contain  such  facts  as  I  feel  certain  must  draw  attention  to  Natal. 

Thanking  vour  Lordship  for  the  ready  attention  paid  to  this  undertaking,  and  the  interest 
evinced  on  all  occasions  in  the  subject,  I  beg  to  remain. 

Yours,  &c.. 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey,  (Signed)  J.  C.  By&nb. 

&c.        &c.         &c. 
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Enclosure  2  in  No.  14.  '  NATAL. 

Natal  Emigration  and  Colonization  Office,  End.  2  in  No  14. 

Sir,  12,  Pall  Mall  East,  London,  Feb.  10,  1849. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  in  the  course  of  the  next  month,  and  probably 
every  succeeding  one,  I  shall  dispatch  a  vessel  to  Port  Natal  with  70  or  80  emigrants,  who 
have  been  approved  of  by  Her  Majesty's  Emigration  Commissioners. 

The  agent  I  have  appointed  there  will  have  instructions  to  receive  such  emigrants  ofn  arrival, 
and  render  them  all  the  assistance  in  his  power  in  procuring  suitable  accommodation,  and 
locate  them  on  tb^r  land.  But  to  insure  their  comfort  in  all  respects,  and  to  prevent  any 
imposition  on  the  part  of  lodging-house  keepers  and  others,  1  beg  to  solicit  from  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  the  use  of  such  buildings  al  D' Urban  and  Pieter  Maritzbarg  as  may  not 
be  mlly  occupied  for  the  service  of  Her  Majesty,  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  the 
emigrants  and  their  baggage. 

I  am  induced  to  make  this  application  from  the  conviction  that  the  ultimate  suocess  of  the 
colony  greatly  depends  upon  the  judicious  manner  in  ?rhich  the  first  settlers  are  treated. 

I  have,  &c., 
T.  P.  Elliot,  Esq.,  (Signed)  J.  C.  Byrne, 

&c.         &c. 


(No.  308.)  No.  15.  No.  15. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Earl  Grey  to  Governor  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  Bart, 

G.C.B. 

SiK,  Downing-street,  April  23,  1849. 

1.  Among  the  communications  which  you  have  addressed  to  me  on  the 
subject  of  Natal,  and  of  the  policy  to  be  observed  towards  the  Boers,  I  duly 
received  your  Despatch  No.  161,*  of  the  29th  of  September  last,  accompanied  •  Page  n. 
by  a  Minute  of  your  Government  which  you  had  caused  to  be  published  in  the 
Gazette,  in  explanation  of  the  terms  of  your  Proclamation  of  the  10th  of 
February,  1848,  relative  to  land  claims  in  Natal. 

2.  On  the  first  receipt  of  that  Proclamation,  I  observed  to  you  that,  while  I 
felt  no  doubt  that  you  had  good  reasons  for  the  course  you  had  adopted,  I 
trusted  you  would  not  forget  the  important  objects  of  the  rule  which  has  been 
for  some  years  acted  upon  of  alienating  Crown  lands  in  the  colonies  only  by 
sale,  and  I  pointed  out  the  dangers  which  attach  to  extensive  grants  of  land  ; 
but  with  these  general  remarks  I  stated  that  I  should  suspend  my  final  opinion 
until  I  should  receive  your  Report  of  the  further  development  of  your  plans. 
To  this  intention  I  have  adhered;  but  not  having  yet  received  any  further 
Report  from  you  on  this  question,  and  having  thought  it  right  to  call  for  a 
Report  from  the  Commissioners  of  Colonial  Lands  and  Emigration  upon  the 
Minute  of  Government  which  you  had  issued  in  explanation  of  your  Pro- 
clamation, I  am  unwilling  any  longer  to  defer  sliding  you  the  enclosed  copy  20th  Jan.,  i849. 
of  that  Report,  both  because  it  contains  a  review  whidi  may  be  useful  to  you 

of  the  past  transactions  respecting  the  claims  of  the  Boers,  and  also  because  it 
puts  in  a  clear  light  the  dangers  which  may  be  apprehended  if  their  claims  be 
admitted  to  the  extent  which  was  at  one  time  contemplated. 

3.  You  will  observe  that  the  Commissioner  appointed  to  investigate  these 
claims  was  a  Dutch  gentleman  supposed  to  be  peculiarly  acceptable  to  the 
Dutch  farmers;  that  he  recommended  concessions  which,  although  falling 
short  of  the  extravagant  claims  presented  to  him,  were  yet  of  a  liberal  cha- 
racter, but  that,  nevertheless,  they  failed  to  retain  the  farmers  in  whose  favour 
they  were  made.  This  fact  seemed  to  indicate  that  their  fresh  emigration 
must  have  arisen  out  of  other  and  perhaps  more  deeply-seated  causes  than  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  extent  of  land  assigned  to  them.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
cannot  deny  the  force  of  the  representations  which  you  described  in  your 
Despatch  of  the  lOthf  of  February,  1848,  as  having  been  made  to  you  by  the 
Boers  whom  you  met  among  the  mountains,  in  the  act  of  emigration,  on  your 
visit  to  Natal;  nor  am  I  insensible  of  the  influence  which  it  was  natural  that 
these  representations  should  have  upon  your  mind,  and  it  is  possible  that,  with 
the  knowledge  which  you  possessed  of  this  people,  your  measures  may  have 
been  more  successful  than  those  by  which  they  were  preceded  in  keeping  them 
within  the  British  territory. 

4.  But  even  if  they  should  be  retained  within  it,  I  cannot  advert  without 
uneasiness  to  the  vast  extent  of  the  claims  which  have  been  rendered  admissible 
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^^^  by  your  Proclamation,  as  further  explained  by  the  Minute  which  you  have 
transmitted  to  me.  It  appears  by  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Colonial 
Lands  and  Emigration  that  when  Mr.  Cloete  first  mquired  into  the  subject, 
claims  were  inscribed  which  might  be  computed  to  require  10,680,000  acres 
for  their  satisfaction ;  and  unless  your  Minute  of  Government  has  been  mis- 
understood, it  would  more  than  re-open  all  of  those  former  claims,  for  it  state 
that  the  local  Commission  may  entertain  the  demands  of  all  persons,  whether 
or  not  they  claimed  farms  registered  at  the  time  of  the  previous  inquiry.  Now 
I  am  quite  aware  of  the  imcertainty  which  must  attend  these  transactions.  It 
is  possible  that  the  Boers  may  have  again  become  restless,  and  have  omitted  to 
take  advantage  of  the  offers  made  to  them;  or  if  they  have  remained,  it  may 
have  happened  that  the  Land  Commissioners  will  have  conducted  their  inves- 
tigations with  the  strictness  necessary  to  prevent  any  serious  public  injury  from 
the  extent  of  land  which  they  will  recommend  to  be  granted.  But  considering 
the  vast  amount  of  the  former  claims  which  I  have  above  referred  to,  you  will 
perceive  that  it  is  impossible  that  I  should  not  look  forward  with  great  anxiety 
to  the  issue  of  the  inquiry  to  be  instituted  by  the  Commissioners. 

5.  If  the  result  of  your  measures  should  be  that  a  very  limited  number  of 
Dutch  Boers  should  become  possessed  of  some  millions  of  acres  in  the  district 
of  Natal,  it  is  plain  that  the  consequences  must  be  most  prejudicial  to  the 
welfare  of  the  settlement.  If  the  persons  who  obtain  these  grants  should  con- 
tinue to  be  restrained  from  alienating  their  lots,  as  is  proposed  by  your  scheme, 
it  is  certain  that  they  could  not  themselves  turn  such  large  tracts  of  ground  to 
the  best  account,  while  their  holding  so  much  land  unimproved  in  their  pos- 
session would  involve  the  necessity  of  dispersing  future  settlers  over  a  wide 
extent  of  territory,  with  all  the  evils  resulting  from  that  dispersion.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  the  contemplated  restriction  on  the  power  of  alienation  by  these 
grantees  were  removed,  an  inconvenience  of  a  different  kind  would  follow,  by 
throwing  so  much  land  into  the  market  that  there  would  be  no  chance  of 
selling  that  still  retained  by  the  Crown  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  that  the 
resources  which  ought  to  be  available  for  the  introduction  of  emigrants,  and 
for  constructing  roads  and  other  public  works  which  are  necessary  on  the  first 
occupation  of  a  territory  hitherto  uninhabited  by  a  civilized  population,  would 
be  lost. 

6.  For  these  reasons,  I  earnestly  hope  that  the  conclusions  of  the  Commission 
of  Inquiry  may  have  been  reasonable  and  moderate,  and  at  all  events  that,  if 
they  should  have  been  of  a  character  to  involve  such  serious  public  con- 
sequences as  are  above  adverted  to,  any  measures  for  carrying  their  recom- 
mendations into  effect  may  have  been  suspended  by  you  until  you  could  receive 
instructions  from  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

7.  As  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  communicate  with  you  before  the 
conclusion  of  the  inquiry,  which  was  appointed  to  close  in  February  last,  my 
chief  object  in  the  present  Despatch  has  been  to  put  you  in  possession  of  the 
information  contained  in  the  enclosed  Report,  and  of  a  general  intimation  of 
my  views  on  the  subject.  But  I  think  it  right  to  add  that  if  any  accidait 
should  have  led  to  an  extension  of  the  period  of  inquiry,  or  if  the  question  as 
to  the  amount  of  grants  to  be  made  should  still  remain  open,  I  consider  it  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  the  grants  to  be  made  should  be  restricted  within 
the  narrowest  possible  limits. 

I  have,  &c., 
Lieut.-General  Sir  H.  G.  Smith,  (Signed)  GREY. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


End.  in  No.  15.  Enclosure  in  No.  15. 

Colonial  Land  and  Emigration  Office, 
Sir,  January  20,  1849. 

Wb  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  en- 
161,  Sept.  29, 1848.  closing  for  our  consideration  and  report,  a  Despatch  from  the  Governor  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  accompanied  by  a  Minute  of  Government,  dated  24th  May,  1848,  explanatory  of  his 
proclamation  of  the  lOth  February,  1848,  relative  to  land  claims  in  Natal.  In  transmitting 
this  Despatch,  you  call  our  attention  to  the  question  whether  the  object  proposed  by  the  last 
part  of  the  5th  section,  can  be  legally  effected  by  means  of  a  clause  in  a  grant?  You  also 
refer  us  to  Lord  Grey's  Despatch  to  Sir  H.  Smith,  of  Jthe  19th  June  last.  No.  142,*  for  the 
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opinion  which  his  Lordship  has  expressed  on  the  general  subject  of  concessions  of  land  in  the  NATAL. 

Natal  district.  """"^ 

2.  The  minute,  as  the  Governor  states  in  his  covering  Despatch,  has  been  issued  for  the 
purpose  of  clearing  up  doubts  as  to  the  regulations  relative  to  the  occupation  of  land,  and  he 
adds  that  as  it  is  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  proclamation  of  the  10th  February,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  trouble  Lord  Grey  with  any  further  remarks  on  the  subject.  We  presume  that 
at  the  date  of  this  Despatch,  12th  September  last,  the  Governor  had  not  received  Lord  Grey's 
letter  of  the  19th  June  last,  in  which  his  Lordship  noticed  the  Proclamation,  and  stated  that 
he  should  wait  for  the  further  development  of  Sir  H.  Smitir.s  measures.  Until  his  answer  to 
that  letter  is  received,  it  may  be  premature  to  discuss  the  policy  of  the  proclamation  of  10th 
February ;  and  in  this  Report  we  shall  chiefly  confine  ourselves  to  an  examination  of  the 
Minute^  prefacing  our  remarks  by  a  statement  of  the  course  which,  previou>ly  to  the  issuing 
of  the  late  proclamation,  had  been  taken  to  adjust  the  claims  of  the  Boers. 

3.  It  will  be  remembered  that  by  Sir  George  Napier's  proclamation  of  the  I2th  May, 
1843,  issued  with  reference  to  Lord  Stanley's  Despatch  of  the  1 3th  December,  1842,  Mr. 
Henry  Cloete,  a  gentleman  supposed  to  be  peculiarly  acceptable  to  the  Dutch  farmers,  and 
on  that  account  selected  by  Government  for  the  ofiice,  was  declared  to  have  been  appointed 
Commissioner  of  the  Natal  district  for,  amon^  other  things,  inquiring  into  and  reporting  upon 
all  land  claims.  On  the  8th  September,  184o,  Mr.  Cloete  made  his  first  Report,  and  we  now 
refer  to  it  as  assisting  the  consideration  of  the  present  Minute,  and  explaining  references  to 
the  different  classes  of  claimants,  which  otherwise  would  not  be  intelligible. 

4.  Mr.  Cloete's  first  Report,  dated  8th  September,  1843,  was  framed  in  answer  to  a  memo- 
rial addressed  to  him  by  the  Volksraad,  the  Dutch  Council  established  at  Pieter-Maritzberg, 
and  who  sought  to  have  their  lands  secured  to  them  according  to  their  own  laws.  The  pro- 
clamation of  sovereignty  had  announced,  that  no  claims  to  land  would  be  recognized,  except 
in  the  case  of  ioTia  if (/&  occupation,  for  12  raonihs  before  (he  arrival  of  the  Commissioner. 
But  as  far  back  as  1841,  the  Volksraad  had  passed  laws,  determining  the  right  of  burghership, 
and  the  possession  of  lands  and  fixed  property;  and  one  provision  of  their  law  was,  that  every 
person,  married,  or  above  21  years  of  age,  who  had  arrived  within  the  Natal  district  before  a 
certain  date,  should  be  entitled  to  two  farms  of  3000  morgen,  or  about  6000  acres  each,  and 
also  to  one  town  allotment ;  and  if  he  had  arrived  after  that  date,  to  only  one  farm  and  one 
town  allotment ;  and  that  every  youth  from  15  to  21  years  of  age,  bearing  arms,  should  like- 
wise be  entitled  to  the  smaller  ouantily.  A  registry  book  was  also  established,  in  which  any 
person  finding  a  plot  unoccupieu,  might  register  his  claim  to  it  upon  paying  a  small  fee,  upon 
which  he  received  from  the  land-drost  or  secretary  of  the  Volksraad,  a  certificate  of  registra- 
tion, which  conferred  on  him  a  prior  claim  to  the  land,  subject  to  its  subsequent  inspection  by 
a  field  comet,  and  the  report  of  the  Land  Board  ;  and  when  a  grant  of  the  land  was  issued,  the 
grantee  became  liable  to  make  an  annual  payment  to  the  Treasury.  No  person,  however, 
other  than  a  "  burgher"  of  the  republic  could  hold  lands  or  fixed  property  ;  and  the  rights  of 
burghership  were  restricted  to  such  of  the  Dutch  emigrants  and  their  children  as  were  then 
residing,  or  should  come  to  reside  in  the  province  before  the  1st  December,  1841,  and  should 
be  sworn  in  as  burghers,  and  such  strangers  or  foreigners  as  after  residing  in  the  district  for 
12  months,  should  obtain  a  certificate  of  character  from  the  land-drost,  or  field  cornet,  or  two 
inhabitants,  and  should  thereupon  be  sworn  in  by  the  Council.  The  copy  of  this  law  will  be 
found  with  Mr.  Cloete's  Beport,  8th  September,  1843. 

5.  The  Voolksraad  having  petitioned,  that  the  system  thus  established  by  them  might  be 
maintained,  it  was  on  this  memorial,  as  we  have  before  stated,  that  Mr.  Cloete*s  Heport  was 
based.  He  found  on  inspecting  the  Registry  Book,  that  there  were  enregistered  in  it  claims  to 
no  less  than  1780  farms,  which  taking  the  farms  at  the  ordinary  size  of  3000  morgen  each, 
would  comprise  10,680,000  acres,  or  more  than  one  half  of  the  whole  of  the  estimated  area  of 
the  Natal  district  within  the  Drakensberg  range;  or  taking  the  farms  at  2000  morgen  each, 
would  comprise  rather  more  than  9,000,000  of  acres.  But  Mr.  Cloete  discovered  further 
that  of  the  farms  thus  claimed,  only  760,  which  would  probably  comprise  between  three  or 
four  millions  of  acres,  had  been  actually  inspected  and  reported  upon,  so  as  to  justify  the 
parties,  even  imder  the  Volksraad  law,  in  preferring  claims  for  grants, 

6.  In  respect  to  the  claims  founded  on  the  mere  inscription  of  the  name  in  the  Registry  Book, 
Mr.  Cloete  reported  that  in  by  far  the  greater  number  of  cases,  the  holders  of  these  certifi- 
cates were  unable  to  occupy  the  land  which  they  claimed,  and  had  sold  their  claims  for  a 
trifle  to  farmers  or  speculators,  who  had  thus  possessed  themselves  of  claims  to  30  or  40 
farms.  He  pointed  out,  that  if  therefore  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  were  acceded  to,  the 
whole  benefit  would  be  reaped  by  a  few  speculators,  and  not  by  the  earlier  immigrants.  And  he 
added  that  adhering  to  the  principle  of  occupation  recognized  in  the  Proclamation  of  Sovereignty, 
but  applying  it  liberally  for  the  interest  of  the  Boers,  the  whole  of  these  claims  might  be  satis- 
fied by  the  concession  of  about  1,560,000  acres.  He  proceeded  to  divide  the  cases  into  three 
classes. 

1.  Those  of  persons  who  either  by  residence,  occupation,  or  cultivation,  had  undoubted 
claims,  under  Lord  Stanley's  Despatch,  and  the  Proclamation  of  Sovereignty. 

2.  Those  who  had  bond  fide  occupied  land  for  12  months,  but  not  immediately  before  the 
Commissioner's  arrival,  as  required  by  the  Proclamation. 

3.  Such  special  cases  as  required  each  a  separate  consideration.  The  bulk  of  the  claims 
were  included  in  the  1st  and  2nd  classes,  the  first  comprising  200  persons,  and  the  second  173. 
We  have  thought  it  necessary  to  explain  fully  this  classification  as  essential  to  a  clear  under- 
standing of  the  references  in  the  present  Minute. 

6.  The  system  established  in  conformity  with  Mr.  Cloete's  Report,  continued  in  force  till  the 

P 


Digitized  by 


Google 


102  CORRESPONDENCE  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

NATAL.  proclamation  of  1 0th  February,  1848,  and  each  claim,  after  a  careful  examination  in  the 

colony,  was  separately  considered  at  this  Board.  We  need  scarcely  add  that  every  desire  was 
felt  at  this  Board  to  make  such  reasonable  concessions,  and  to  suggest  such  modifications  as 
appeared  best  calculated  to  induce  the  Boers  to  remain  settled  on  their  lands,  although,  at  the 
time,  great  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  the  eSbrt  would  prove  unavailing.  The  local 
authorities  also  had  a  discretionary  power,  which  they  exercised,  of  making  the  grants  larger 
than  was  considered  at  home  advisable ;  and  it  will  oe  remembered  that  both  Sir  F.  Maitl^id 
and  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  extended  the  grants,  with  a  view  to  retaining  the  Boers.  The  nature 
Report,  1848,  p.  56.  of  these  modifications  may  be  seen  in  the  passages  of  our  General  Report,  referred  to  in  the 
Ditto,         p.  54.  margin. 

7.  The  former  policy,  however,  with  reference  to  the  land  claims  of  the  Boers  has  been 
superseded  by  the  present  Governor,  who  has  appointed  a  Land  Board  for  the  decision  of  all 
claims  to  land,  and  in  his  present  Minute  has  expressed  his  opinion,  ^'that  the  12  months' 
occupation  test  prescribed  by  the  proclamation  of  12th  May,  1843,  and  by  the  application  of  which 
the  claimants  were  originally  divided  into  two  classes,  Nos.  1  and  2,  was  a  test  but  ill  adapted,  in 
most  instances,  for  the  ascertaining  of  real  merits  and  well  grounded  claims.''  What  has  been 
done  since  1843,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  these  claims  may,  therefore,  now  be  considered 
obsolete, — the  Land  Board  having  authority  to  re-open  every  case. 

8.  TTie  measure  thus  adopted  by  Sir  H.  Smith  cannot  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  an 
ordinary  regulation  for  the  disposal  of  land.  On  the  contrary,  it  involves  so  many  considerations 
of  a  political  nature  with  which  it  would  be  beyond  our  province  to  deal,  that  we  abstain  from 
entering  on  the  subject,  more  especially  in  the  absence  of  Sir  H.  Smith's  answer  to  Lord 
Grey's  Despatch  of  the  19th  of  June  last.  We  may,  however,  observe  that  Sir  H.  Smith's 
objection  to  the  occupation  clause  in  the  Proclamation  of  Sovereignty  is  confirmed  by  obser- 
vations in  the  correspondence  to  which  we  have  had  access,  and  is  even  assigned  as  one  cause 
of  the  migration  of  the  Boers,  by  Lieutenant-Governor  West,  who  does  not  concur  generally 
in  Sir  H.  Smiths  policy. 

9.  We  will  now  proceed  to  examine  the  Minute  upon  which  we  are  desired  to  report,  and  in 
doing  so  we  will  notice  each  Section  separately. 

10.  Section  1.  The  Land  Commission  is  directed  to  receive  such  claims  and  applications  as 
shall  be  addressed  to  them,  whether  by  person^  claiming  registered  farms,  or  farms  not  regis- 
tered ;  or  whether  by  persons  who  have  come  into  the  district  su\ce  Sir  H.  Smith's  proclamation, 
or  were  resident  there  previously.  The  avowed  object  is  to  ensure  uniformity  of  practice  in  the 
decision  on  such  claims,  which,  it  will  be  remembered,  extend  to  many  millions  of  acres.  Bat 
the  eflect  is  to  supersede  the  authority  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  all  questions  relating  to 
land,  whether  connected  with  the  claims  of  the  Boers  or  other  parties,  and  it  will,  of  course, 
give  rise  to  appeals  from  all  parlies  with  reference  to  whom  the  Lieutenant-Governor  may 
therefore  have  adopted  an  unfavourable  decision. 

1 1 .  Sec.  2.  The  distinction  between  the  classes  numbered  1  and  2  is  abolished ;  meaning, 
we  presume,  that  no  distinction  is  to  be  made  between  the  claimants  classed  by  Mr.  Cloete. 
No.  1,  as  having  honajide  occupied  their  lands  in  conformity  to  the  Proclamation  of  1843,  for 
12  months  inmiediately  before  the Wrival  of  the  Commissioner;  and  No.  2,  as  having  hand 

fide  occupied  for  1 2  months,  but  not  immediately  before  the  Commissioner's  arrival.  The  claims 
of  the  same  individual  to  more  than  one  registered  farm,  also  seem  to  be  admitted  by  this 
section  ;  but  upon  those  in  Class  No.  2,  who  receive  a  full  farm  of  6000,  instead  of  3000  acres, 
a  restriction  against  alienation  is  imposed.  It  appears  to  be  intended  to  give  to  all  claimants 
in  Class  1,  and  a  certain  number  in  Class  2,  their  lands  absolutely;  and  that  the  heirs  of 
original  claimants,  or  the  purchasers  from  them,  although  they  may  have  acquired  a  plurality 
of  claims,  will,  nevertheless,  be  entitled  to  have  their  inchoate  rights  confirmed.  In  respect  to 
the  abolition  of  the  distinction  between  bond  fide  claimants  imder  Classes  No.  1  and  2,  wc  see 
nothing  to  object  to.  Indeed  it  seems  evident  that  Mr.  Cloete  himself  viould  have  put  them 
on  the  same  footing,  had  he  not  been  restrained  by  the  letter  of  his  instnictions  ;  and  there  is 
clearly  no  ground  of  justice  on  which  bond  fide  occupiers,  whose  occupation  had  from  accidental 
circumstances  been  interrupted  during  the  12  months  preceding  the  arrival  of  the  Commissioner, 
should  be  thereby  deprived  of  their  claim  to  consideration. 

12.  Sec.  3.  Claimants  merely  registered  by  the  Volksraad,  but  not  classed  in  Classes  1 
and  2,  and  whose  faims  had  not  even  been  inspected  by  the  Cutch  Land  Board,  are  recog- 
nized as  claimants  on  the  same  terms  as  those  in  Class  2,  and  *'  purchasers  and  others  duly 
claiming  under  them  are  to  be  treated  as  if  they  themselves  were  such  original  emigrants." 
It  is  impossible  to  form  any  accurate  calculation  of  the  quantity  of  land  which  may  be  alienated 
under  this  and  the  foregoing  section ;  but  it  has  been  snown  above,  that  the  number  of  claims 
registered  at  the  date  of  Mr.  Cloete's  arrival  was  1780,  and  that  they  would  probably  extend 
over  10,680,000  acres.  There  is,  however,  an  important  qualification  to  the  privilege  gua- 
ranteed by  this  section ;  viz.,  that  no  claiitiant  under  it  will  be  empowered  to  convey  any 
interest  whatever  to  a  purchaser,  unless  such  sale  shall  be  effected  within  the  limits  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  with  the  approval  of  the  new  Land  Commissioners ;  and  further,  that  all  persons 
receiving  grants  under  this  section  will  be  subject  to  rules,  against  alienation  and  removal  firora 
the  district,  mentioned  in  the  5th  Section.  This  qualification,  if  properly  acted  up  to,  may 
perljpps  put  some  limit  to  the  otherwise  unbounded  liberality  with  which  the  land  is  given 
away. 

lo.  Sec.  4.  Authorizes  the  grant  out  of  the  land  beyond  the  Tugelaof  a  farm  of  3000 
morgen  to  each  emigrant  subject  from  the  Drakensberg  or  the  country  beyond,  or  who,  though 
in  the  Natal  district,  may  be  unprovided  with  a  farm,  or  who,  having  been  once  registered, 
may  have  sold  his  claim.     And  if  any  of  the  last  class  shall  pay  into  the  district  treasury  a 
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sum  not  exceeding  the  amount  for  which  he  sold  his  claim,  the  Commissioners  may  recom*  N^PAL. 

mend  him  for  a  farm  in  any  other  part  of  the  district  Grants  made  under  this  clause  are  also 
to  be  subject  to  the  conditions  as  to  alienation.  Here,  again,  it  is  evidently  impossible  even  to 
conjecture  the  amount  of  land  which  may  be  liable  to  be  conveved  away  to  claimants. 

14.  Sec.  5.  All  grants,  when  conveying  more  than  2000  acres,  made  to  claimants  in 
Class  2,  and  to  claimants  under  Sections  3  and  4,  will  be  so  worded  as  to  ensure  that  the 
grantees  and  their  heirs  shall  not  for  seven  years  sell  or  let  the  farms  without  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor's  consent ;  and  to  prevent  an  evasion  of  this  condition,  it  is  further  declared  that  these 

? pants  shall  contain  a  stipulation  that  the  lands  shall  temporarily  be  free  from  legal  execution, 
o  this  point  our  attention  has  been  specially  directed  in  your  letter,  and  we  have  been  desired 
to  state  whether,  in  our  opinion,  such  an  object  can  be  legally  effected  by  means  of  a  clause  in 
a  grant.  In  reply,  we  have  to  state  that  such  a  condition  could  not,  in  our  opinion,  be  inserted 
in  a  Crown  grant ;  but  it  would  not,  we  conceive,  be  impossible  for  the  local  authorities  to  give 
effect  to  their  intentions  by  a  legal  instrument,  although  the  trusts  and  limitations  necessary 
in  such  an  instrument,  to  secure  the  Crown's  reversion,  would  be  wholly  inconsistent  with  the 
character  of  a  Crown  grant. 

15.  Sec.  6.  Authorizes  &n  exchange  of  a  farm  on  the  coast,  consisting  of  3000  acres  for  one 
inland,  consisting  of  6(t00  acres.  As  it  is  stated  that  the  land  on  the  coast  is  adapted  to  agri- 
cultural purposes,  while  that  in  the  interior  is  fit  only  for  pasture,  we  see  no  objection  to  this 
clause. 

16.  Sec.  7.  Authorizes  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  act  upon  the  Report  of  the  Land  Com- 
mission in  every  case  in  which  they  shall  recommend  a  grant.  This,  we  have  reason  to  believe, 
has  led  to  a  correspondence  between  the  Governor-in-Chief  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor;  and 
to  the  former  undertaking  the  decision  of  these  cases.  In  respect  to  this  supersession  of  the 
authority  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  it  is  not  a  question  on  which  it  belongs  to  us  to  offer  an 
opinion. 

17.  Sec.  8.  Declares  that  the  Proclamation  of  10th  February,  1848,  the  Minute  now 
under  consideration,  and  the  Land  Commission,  shall  all  expire  on  the  10th  February,  1849. 
That  period  is  so  near  at  hand>  that  any  immediate  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  is  now  impossible.  We  take  it  for  granted,  however,  that  Sir  Henry  Smith  will  here- 
after report  fully,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Grey,  the  manner  in  which  his  measures  have 
worked.  The  number  of  settlers,  who  have  been  permanently  secured  through  their  operation, 
and  the  amount  of  land  thus  alienated  gratuitously,  and  the  amount  still  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Crown. 

18.  The  latter  point  is  one  which  we  cannot  but  regard  with  great  anxiety.  The  measures 
of  Sir  Henry  Smith  involve,  as  we  have  before  observed,  so  many  considerations  besides  the 
mere  management  of  the  Crown  estate,  that  we  do  not  presume,  in  the  absence  of  a  Report 
from  himself,  to  express  any  opinion  on  their  policy.  But  we  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact 
that  if  the  Proclamation  of  the  10th  February  last,  and  the  Minute  of  the  10th  May,  should 
have  been  brought  into  extensive  operation,  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  land  in  Natal  will 
already  have  passed  out  of  the  control  of  the  Crown.  The  whole  land  in  the  district  was 
estimated  by  Mr.  Cloete  at  about  twenty  millions  of  acres ;  but  W3  liave  shown  that  under  the 
first  three  Clauses  of  the  Minute  of  24th  May  it  is  possible  that  many  millions  of  acres  may 
have  been  alienated,  while  the  fourih  Clause  would  let  in  other  claimants,  those,  namely,  who 
had  sold  their  original  rights  and  were  prepared  to  refund  the  price,  whose  numb<*r  we  have 
no  means  of  estimating,  although  from  Mr.  Cloete's  account  it  is  probably  large.  Considering 
the  disposition  to  emigrate  to  Natal,  which  appears  to  be  springing  up  in  England,  and  the 
remarkable  aptitude  of  that  country  for  raising  the  produce  most  valuable  to  our  manufactures, 
it  would  be  much  to  be  lamented  that  any  difficulty  in  the  acquisition  of  land  should  arise  to 
check  the  settlement  of  Englishmen  in  that  colony.  It  is  true  that,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, there  would  probably  be  little  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  Boers  to  sell  their  land 
to  the  new  comers ;  but  such  a  course  would  defeat  the  main  object  of  Sir  H.  Smith's 
measures,  and  would,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  impeded  by  the  cotulitions  against  early  alienation 
which  it  is  proposed  to  insert  in  the  grants.  We  have  thought  it  our  duty  to  bring  these  cir- 
cumstances under  Lord  Grey's  attention. 

19.  Another  point  connected  with  this  subject,  which  we  take  the  liberty  of  also  bringing 
under  his  Lordship's  notice,  is  the  importance  that  the  claims  of  the  Boers  should  be  brought 
to  the  earliest  possible  conclusion,  in  order  to  set  free  the  Survey  Department  for  the  survey  of 
that  portion  of  the  Crown  estate  which  is  to  be  thrown  open  to  purchase  at  auction.  It  was 
announced  in  the  Proclamation  of  the  10th  February,  that  every  person  in  the  occupation  of 
land  should  receive  his  diagram  and  title  with  the  least  possible  delay,  a  notice  which  would 
appear  to  confer  on  the  Boers  a  prior  right  to  the  services  of  the  Government  surveyors.  But 
the  first  ship  with  English  emigrants  for  Natal,  under  the  agreement  recently  concluded  with 
Mr.  Byrne,  is  to  leave  this  country  in  the  course  of  next  month ;  and,  if  we  are  rightly 
informed,  other  ships  will  be  despatched  in  quick  succession  throughout  the  year.  The  emi- 
grants going  out  in  these  ships  have  contracted  with  Mr.  Byrne  to  be  put  on  land  immediately 
on  their  arrival ;  and  we  understand  from  Mr.  Byrne  that  he  has  purchased  from  a  private 
individual  a  claim  to  sufficient  land  for  this  purpose.  But  it  will  be  necessary  that  the 
boundaries  of  this  land  should  be  immediately  surveyed,  to  enable  Mr.  Byrne  to  perform  his 
contract  with  the  emigrants ;  and  so  long  as  the  Boers'  claims  remain  open,  the  Survey 
Department  will  be  almost  exclusively  occupied  with  them.  We  have  also  been  informed  that 
there  are  other  parties  who  contemplate  purchasing  land  in  Natal,  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
settlements  on  it.  No  such  arrangements,  however,  can  be  concluded  until  the  Local  Govern- 
ment shall  have  ascertained  what  land  it  has  at  its  disposal,  and  shall  have  had  a  sufficient 
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•^ATAL.  arooimt  of  it  surveyed.   We  would,  therefore,  submit  that  the  Government  should  be  instructed 

"''^  at  once  to  take  steps  for  undertaking  the  survey  of  the  land  which  will  remain  at  the  disposal 

of  the  Crown  af\er  the  claims  of  the  Boers  have  been  satisfied ;  and  that,  when  surveyed,  a 

sufficient  quantity  should  be  put  up  to  auction,  and  if  not  disposed  of  at  auction  should  remain 

open,  in  the  usual  manner,  for  purchase  at  the  upset  price. 

20.  In  conclusion,  we  would  beg  to  observe  that  in  our  Report  of  the  13th  July,  1844,  we 
submitted  a  course  with  reference  to  issuing  and  registering  Crown  grants  in  Natal ;  and  we 
would  beg  leave  to  avail  ourselves  of  this  opportunity  of  suggesting  that  it  may  be  desirable  to 
inquire  of  the  authorities  what  steps  have  been  taken  to  preserve  a  proper  record  of  Crown 
titles  in  that  district. 

We  have,  &c., 
(Signed;  T.  W.  C.  Murdoch. 

Herman  Merivale,  Esq.,  C.  Alexander  Wood. 

&c.  &c. 


London  :  Printed  by  William  Cxx>ii?e8  and  Sons,  Stamford  Street, 
For  Her  Majeity'j  Stationery  Office. 
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